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Attention Art Instructors!
The West Haven Voice is in need of late sum-
mer and fall weather pictures. Instructors can 
drop off or email color and black-and-white 
pictures to: info@whvoice.com.

By Michael P. Walsh
 Special to the Voice
The 36th annual Savin Rock Festival 

starts tonight in Old Grove Park with 
four days of games, food, rides and en-
tertainment.

The event, which pays homage to the 
legacy of Savin Rock Park, features its 
second beer garden — complete with 
live music — since the festival began 
in 1982.

It kicks off at 5 p.m. with welcom-
ing remarks from Mayor Edward M. 
O’Brien and the national anthem sung 
by Caitlin Morrissey.

Santana tribute group Sacred Fire 
performs at 5:15 p.m., followed by par-
ty rock band The RumRunners at 7:15 
p.m.

The festival, sponsored by the Uni-
versity of New Haven, is today, 5-9 
p.m.; Friday, 5-10 p.m.; and Saturday-
Sunday, noon-10 p.m.

Marenna Amusements is offering 

wristbands for unlimited rides for $30, 
24 tickets for $24 and 12 tickets for $10. 
Otherwise, tickets cost $1 each.

On Friday, Turbulence, “Connecti-
cut’s favorite party band,” opens at 
5:15 p.m., followed by the History of 
Rock & Soul Starring Pauly and the 
Goodfellas at 8:30 p.m.

Local organizations are setting up in-
formational booths, and the food court 
is serving up the fare — fried seafood, 
split hot dogs, frozen custard — that 
catapulted old Savin Rock to notoriety 
as “the Coney Island of Connecticut.”

On Saturday, the West Haven High 
School dance team and the Top Hat 
Dance Academy perform at noon and 
12:15 p.m., respectively, followed by 
alternative rock group Clockwork at 
1 p.m. and country cover band Boon-
docks at 2:30 p.m.

Rubber City, powered by a horn sec-
tion that rivals such bands as Chicago 
and Tower of Power, goes on at 4 p.m., 

followed by “music that’ll move ya” by 
Ball in the House at 5:30 p.m.

Elements, anchored by a 12-piece 
band, start at 8:30 p.m., performing a 
90-minute set of Earth, Wind & Fire 
hits, including “September,” “Can’t 
Hide Love,” “Boogie Wonderland” 
and “Fantasy.”

If it rains, Pauly and the Goodfellas 
and Elements are set to play in the Car-
rigan Intermediate School auditorium, 
2 Tetlow St.

On Sunday, Simply Dance is on at 
noon, followed by classic rock band 
Stratus at 1 p.m., oldies group Vinnie 
Carr at 2:30 p.m., pop rock group Sister 
Funk at 4 p.m. and rhythm and blues 
band Nu Groove at 5:30 p.m.

At 8 p.m., the festival closes with a 
two-hour concert by The Wayouts, 
“Connecticut’s freshest and most di-
versified cover band.”

The West Haven High School Band 
Parents is holding a craft fair Friday, 

4-8 p.m.; Saturday, noon-8 p.m.; and 
Sunday, noon-6 p.m.

To help with expenses, the Savin 
Rock Festival Committee is selling T-
shirts and other merchandise in the 
hospitality tent. It is also charging non-
residents $10 for parking.

Organizers said the parking revenue 
and beer and merchandise sales are 
supporting next year’s festival budget.

The cash-only beer garden is pour-
ing three craft, domestic and imported 
draft beers, as well as a hard cider and 
a wine. It is serving beer Friday, 5-9 
p.m., and Saturday-Sunday, 1-9 p.m.

Attendees are reminded that a city 
ordinance prohibits domestic animals 
on certain parks, beaches or recreation 
areas. The fine is $50 per offense.

Also, per the Police Department, 
backpacks, bicycles and glass contain-
ers are prohibited, and coolers are sub-
ject to search.

36th Festival begins at Grove Park

Photo by Brooke Zaffino

‘Campers 

of the Session’
 Department of Parks and 

Recreation’s Painter Park Day 
Camp celebrates its “Campers 
of the Session,” led by camp 
director Chuck Asarisi, back, 
at the end of the two-week 
session for ages 6-12 recently. 
Asarisi has been a seasonal 
employee of the department’s 
day camp program since 1987, 
when he was 15. Park-Rec of-
fered four two-week sessions 
this year — one more than 
normal — because of school 
dismissing earlier. 

Rossi charges ‘fuzzy math’
Democratic Mayoral candidate Nancy Rossi is 

charging that Mayor Ed O’Brien is not being truth-
ful with the residents of West Haven when he boasts 
about the claimed growth in the grand list, which 
represents the aggregate value of the taxable proper-
ty in the city.  Rossi, who is expected to face O’Brien 
in a Sept. 12 primary, charged the mayor is misrep-
resenting the facts, and uses his own numbers to bol-
ster her case.

“Mayor O’Brien sent out a mail piece this week 
that claimed that he was responsible for an increase 
of $150,000,000 in the grand list, and that is abso-

lutely not true” said Rossi, who is a Certified Pub-
lic Accountant. “The grand list, when the mayor 
took office in December, 2013, was $2,822,778,324. 
The grand list value of taxable properties this fiscal 
year 2018 is $2,650,190,218, which is a decrease of 
$172,588,106. These numbers are printed in Mayor 
O’Brien’s budgets, but it does not surprise me that 
the mayor would be creative with the numbers to try 
to make himself look competent. Using the real num-
bers would just confirm what a disaster his adminis-
trations has been.

She wondered where the differential in the 

amounts shown in the city’s budget estimates and 
this new campaign literature originated.

“My question is: where did Mayor O’Brien come 
up with an increase in the grand list of $150 million? 
The actual numbers printed in his budgets show the 
grand list decreased by $172.6 million. This is pre-
cisely the lack of fiscal responsibility and transpar-
ency I’m talking about with this administration. If 
Mayor O’Brien is taking into account projects not 
yet completed, or even started, and hoping they will 
drive up our grand list, his statement is incredibly 

See Grand List, page 8
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If it’s summertime in West Haven, it’s time for  

the Savin Rock Festival. Time to relax and hear 

the music. The University of New Haven is a major  

sponsor of this year’s festival, which runs from  

July 27th to July 30th. 

University of New Haven’s  

Associate Vice President of 

Public Safety & Administrative  

Services Ron Quagliani 

(center) presents City of West 

Haven Mayor Edward O’Brien 

(left) and Savin Rock Festival 

Co-Chairman John Lewis (right) 

with the University’s donation 

to the Savin Rock Festival.

THERE’S MUSIC 
IN THE AIR!

For a complete schedule, go to: www.cityofwesthaven.com

|    A Partner in the Community

1601485 State Farm, Bloomington, IL

I love  
this town.

I love being here to help  
life go right™ in a community 
where people are making a 

 

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516

Bus: 203-932-0591

Thanks, West Haven.

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Sasso Tile Co. marks a century in business
 The owners of The Sasso Tile Co. of 55 Dogburn Road Extension receive a citation July 20 

from Mayor Edward M. O’Brien, second from left, marking the company’s centennial anniver-
sary. From left, Peter Sasso, Lawrence Sasso, matriarch Rosemary Sasso, 92, Anthony Laudano, 
Judi Sasso and Marybeth Sasso. Reading the citation aloud, O’Brien recognized the family’s 
successful venture in the tile business, saying, “Since 1917, Sasso Tile has enriched the tapestry 
of our community.” For the 100-years-in-the-making celebration, the Sassos wined and dined 
relatives, friends and purveyors in the rear, tent-covered parking lot with a craft beer station 
operated by Thimble Island Brewing Co. of Branford and pizza and cupcake trucks operated 
by Big Green Truck of New Haven and The Cupcake Break of Vernon. 

Voice Classifieds
work for you!

Give us a call -- (203) 934-6397
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Dear Felicia

Cobina

Here it is, sweetie pie, the 
weekend of the Savin Rock 
Festival. As I told yew last 
week, it’s hard to believe this 
is number 36. Cobina remem-
bers it as if it were yesterday. 
Tempus really does fugit, 
don’t it. What I didn’t tell yew, 
is that, once again, the Mystick 
Maidens of the Marsh were 
politely told their request for 
a booth was refused. This is 
the 36th time setch a thing has 
happened, and it’s getting to 
be a rite of summer. 

One would think that an old 
and cherished organization 
that goes back to the time this 
berg was still known as West 
Farms would be welcome, but 
for some reason, politicos and 
committees have shunted us 
aside for decades.

No matter, we’ll be travers-
ing the festival and then re-
treating to the Cove River 
marshes to have our own lit’le 
celebration. And this year it’s 
jest gonna be us gals, no politi-
cos, no special guests.

While we’re thinking about 

the festival, Cobina was won-
dering about the carousel 
projeck. I know that Mikey 
Mercuriano and his crew are 
still working to put a carousel 
at the Savin Rock Museum or 
an adjunct, but we ain’t heard 
much about it in the past little 
while. I know they need about 
$3 million to git the thing off 
the ground. That could be part 
of the problem.

~~~
Jest in case yore wondering, 

Sammy Bluejay kind o’ confirmed 
whot we all thought. We were all 
told that once the kiddies left for 
the summer, the infamous G-
wing at West Haven High School 
would see the wrecker’s ball faster 
than you can say Jack Robinson. 
Well, that ain’t gonna happen.

Sammy sez that nothing is 
gonna happen until the “small 
gym,” which was once known 
as the girls gym – but yew can’t 
say that anymore as some Social 
Justice Warrior will get his or 
her panties in a bunch – is made 
ready for the moving of the shop 
classes. 

And, right now, that can’t be 
done until the asbestos that is 
under the current basketball floor 
is removed. Soooooo, crews have 
been working to secure the area 
so asbestos can be “remediated.” 
Don’tcha jest love the woids they 
use to mean “removed.”

Tennyrate, the way Sammy gits 
the story, it’s gonna take a while 
fer that to happen, and then the 
space will have to be converted in 
setch a way that it can be a shop 
area. How long d’yew think that’ll 
take? 

Suffice it to say that the word 
around the street is the G-wing 
will be around at least until 
Christmastime, when it is ex-
pected the dastardly space will be 
eliminated and the angst of the 
powers that be will go along with 
it.

Still, the feeling amongst some 
of those in the know is that this is 
all gonna be a smoke screen. There 
is persistent feeling amongst 
some that somehow, some way 
the projeck is gonna be jettisoned 
after the G-wing is eliminated. 
There is also a bit more that Cobi-
na knows, but she doesn’t wanna 
divulge it at this time.

~~~
As far as the Vic Hogfeldt 

saga, it’s been a busy week. 
Madame Olga tells me she’s 
been peering through her 
crystal ball and there have 
been letters and emails and 
all kinds o’ phone calls to and 
from Vic and people within 
and without. Vic wants a hear-
ing before the Board of Ed, 
which according to state law 

he has every right to have.
His former attorney might 

have tacitly agreed to an ar-
bitration hearing, rather than 
a public hearing, but he may 
have done it without Vic’s ap-
proval, which means it ain’t 
binding. But, the powers in the 
system and, of course, in the 
union don’t want that public 
session. Things may come out 
that they don’t want the public 
to know.

Superintendent Neil Ca-
vallaro tried to silence Vic 
by sending him a cease-and-
desist letter concerning his 
missives to this papyrus. 
That didn’t go anywhere, nor 
should it. He’s been getting 
phone calls urging him to take 
a settlement and get on with 
his life, but he wants that hear-
ing. 

They are trying to force an 
arbitration hearing on him 
instead, and he’s already told 
them he will not comply nor 
attend. So, this is headed for 
the courts, methinks.

And as I keep telling you, 
word is that his evaluations 
as a member of the teaching 
staff prior to his kerfuffle with 
the union and the super were 
perty good, some would say 
very good. 

‘Twasn’t until his problems 
that his evaluations and his 
fortunes seemed to take a tum-
ble. A jury will not look kindly 
on that and the school people 
know it. Stay tuned, it’s gonna 
get more sordid before it gits 
better.

~~~
 Meanwhile back in the politi-

cal realm, the two political parties 
will have picked their candidates 
this week. The Demmies were 
gonna caucus on Tuesday, and it 
was too late for me to git the re-
sults, but I think we can assume 
that hizzoner will git the nod, and 
Nancy Rossi has begun her quest 
to unseat him by means of a pri-
mary – it’s what the Demmies do 
in this berg.

From whot I am able to glean 
from conversations with the wag, 
the petitions will be pulled and 
then there will be a two-week in-
terval  wherein the challenge can-
didates hafta submit their peti-
tions. They don’t need too many, 
cuz the number of voters in the 
last election was perty slender. 
So, they might need less than a 
hundred or so in some districts, 
with only several hundred for 
citywide positions.

We shall see. But make no bones 
about it, the fun has begun in the 
Democratic Party, and a primary 
will be held in September. It’s also 
a foregone conclusion that the 
little potshots the Demmies are 
taking at each other are nothing 
compared to what will follow.

Meanwhile in the GOP, Dave 
Riccio is a shoe-in for the top spot, 
it’ll jest be something of interest 
to see who is on his slate and 
whether the minority party will 
fill out the complete slate this go-
round. We shall see.

~~~
I hear-tell the P&Z is consid-

ering a petition to demolish 
the Captain’s Galley build-
ing over on Beach Street. The 
restaurant has been closed 
fer about four years now, and 
Mother Nature is starting to 
take its toll on a building that 
wasn’t all that sturdy to begin 
with. 

Part of the problem over 
there was that the building 
and land were owned by dif-
ferent people and a rental 
agreement could never be fi-
nalized betwixt them and any-
one who wanted to reopen. So, 
another business goes the way 
of all flesh, and that location 
will probably never git built 
on again, at least not in its 
present operational state.

The rest of the properties 
are being “monitored” by the 
P&Z we are told. 

We shall see. Debonair Mo-
tel is about four years into a 
purchase by Sam Gejdenson 
the former congressman and 
state official and his wife. 

They determined to see what 
the neighborhood wanted, but 
we never heard back from 
them. Meanwhile, the proper-
ty was fenced in cuz squatters 
were coming around. 

~~~
With that bit o’ chatter, I’ll 

close this time till next, mitt luff 
und kizzez, 

“The affordable home heating oil specialists” 

Serving West Haven residents since 1987.          HOD #362
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GripevineGripevine
Dear Eleanore Turkington

I wrote to you a few months 
ago about the non-working 
street lights on Captain Thom-
as Boulevard between Turk’s 
and the Sea Bluff beach. 

The reply from the city’s 
Complaint Officer, Francis 
Withington was something to 
the effect of waiting for a grant. 
Since he did not say when we 
could expect the grant, can’t 
we just get the lights to work 
and light up the area? Travel-
ling down this road at night 
it’s very dark and dangerous 
as well as being unsightly.

Could you please see that 
something is done about this 
scandalous situation?

Maybe the police depart-
ment could be contacted about 
this situation. Maybe Mr. 
Withington doesn’t seem to be 
able to handle it.

Annoyed
Dear Annoyed:

I have to disagree with you 
about Mr. Withington’s ability 
to handle this situation. I have 
been able to resolve many 
readers’ gripes and comments 
with the cooperation of Mr. 
Withington.

As an example: THE CAP-
TAIN BOULEVARD’S LIGHT-
ING PROBLEM IS SOLVED! 
Thanks to Withington’s reply 
in today’s email, “Lighting 
on the Captain Thomas Bou-
levard: the new LED lighting 
has arrived and should be 
installed within the next two 
weeks.”

Please let me know when 
this area is once again illumi-
nated.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

I have been following the 
poor appearance of Beach 
Street, namely the Captain’s 
Galley, Debonair and Chick’s 
abandoned buildings. Just 
WHEN will there be an im-
provement here?

Patient Taxpayer
Dear Patient Taxpayer:

So many of my readers have 
written to complain about 
the unsightly appearance of 
buildings on Beach Street.

Good news arrived today 
from West Haven’s Complaint 
Officer, Francis Withington re-
lating to your gripe and other 
readers, relating to Beach Av-
enue’s building complaints.

From Withington, “There is 
an item on the P & Z agenda 
that, if approved, will enable 
the Captain’s Galley to be 
knocked down. Zoning en-
forcement is monitoring Deb-
onair and Chick’s. Readers 
can be sure, Gripe Vine will 
remain on top of these com-
plaints.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

Colonial Park looks aban-
doned and has been allowed 
to become a parking facility 
for the people on both sides 
of it. Some of the homeowners 
use the grass area as a parking 
place. The once gassy area Is 
now a dirt patch parking lot 

that I feel is an eyesore to the 
community at large.

Parking on the grass was not 
allowed for the home owners 
who have taken notice of the 
dirt area and feel free to park 
there when going to the beach. 
Some of the people here also 
dump their grass clippings 
and the leaves in the fall. The 
city plants flowers at the park 
but the remainder of the park 
is a disaster.

Maybe it’s time for the city 
to examine the park and re-

turn it to its former condition.
Environmentalist

Dear Environmentalist:
Here is the reply from Fran-

cis Withington, West Haven’s 
Complaint Officer on your 
request for an improvement 
of Colonial Park: “The West 
Haven Police Department 
says parking on the grass near 
the brook is legal. We have a 
beautification committee that 
takes care of sprucing up that 
area. The Department of Pub-
lic Work goes there and flails 
when called. 

I am going to check with 
the state DEP about the park-
ing because I think if any fluid 
leaks out of those cars it will 
go into the brook. I will let you 
know.”
Gripe Vine Readers:

As promised, I will continue 

to keep abreast of motorcycle 
issues affecting the public, in-
cluding required compliance 
with the law. I am sure West 
Haven Police personnel are 
aware of motorcycle safety 
equipment. But, just to allow 
my readers the same informa-
tion, I will publish a few of the 
really important requirements 
in Gripe Vine.

Residents can keep a look-
out for biker’ s bike equipment 
that are not within the legal 
description of the law. As an 
example, the “bike” must have 
at least one reflector either as a 
part of the tail lamps or placed 
separately and mounted at a 
height not less than 15 inches 
and more than 60 inches in 
size. We can do our part to en-
sure safety and less ear drum 
piercing  roaring motorcycle 
sounds.

Meanwhile, I am hearing the 
speeding has subsided a little. 
Let’s keep it down through 
your caring and police surveil-
lance.

Coming up: bicycles riding 
in and out of traffic..sea shells 
on the beach, Colonial Park 
gripe, cancelled concert..and 
much more.

You can send your gripes, 
comments and suggestions to 

gripevinewh@aol.com or drop 
them in the mail c/o The West 
Haven Voice, attention Gripe 
Vine. Please include your 
name, address and phone 
number, kept in strict confi-
dence with me.

TURKINGTON

Free Lunch this Summer for Children Under 18!  

West Haven Public Library (300 Elm Street): Mon.——Fri., 10:45 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.  

Piantino Branch (1 Forest Road): Mon.——Fri., 12:00 p.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

Kids under the age of 18 are welcome to enjoy a free lunch at the library!   

After lunch, be sure to check out the library’s many fantastic  

resources for children and teens. 

TThis program lasts until August 11, 2017. 
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China’s not ready to lead
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
The world has had its de-

lusions about China over the 
years, but none quite as fan-
tastical as the notion of Beijing 
assuming the mantle of global 
leadership.

Ever since Donald Trump’s 
election, it has been a journal-
istic trope to speculate that 
China is about to take the 
lead on globalization, climate 
change and international di-
plomacy.

Knowing his audience, Pres-
ident Xi Jinping has stoked 
this tripe by mouthing all the 
right cliches in front of the 
right audiences. He gave a 
speech at Davos heavy on the 
theme of openness and prom-
ised to help lead globaliza-
tion. “Any attempt to cut off 
the flow of capital, technolo-
gies, products, industries and 
people between economies,” 
Xi said, summoning his best 
Thomas Friedman, “is simply 
not possible.”

Somehow, China manages 
the impossible nonetheless. 
When it comes to information 
(which Xi omitted from his lit-
any), China cuts itself off from 
the rest of the world quite 
adeptly. According to the pro-
democracy group Freedom 
House, China ranks last in the 
world in internet freedom, be-
hind Iran and Syria. It blocks 
Google, YouTube, Facebook 
and Twitter, and jails people 
for spreading rumors online, 
i.e., criticizing government of-
ficials.

How about the free flow of 
capital? China has tight rules 
against capital outflows. Tech-
nology? China is an expert 
at stealing it, especially from 

foreign companies operating 
in China. Products? Despite 
its membership in the World 
Trade Organization, China 
is robustly mercantilist. Brad 
Setser of the Council on For-
eign Relations points out that 
imported manufactures as a 
share of the Chinese economy 
peaked in 2003 and have been 
falling since. What Xi calls 
“win-win cooperation” is the 
rest of the world opening its 
markets to China while China 
refuses to reciprocate. 

Xi also toes the Davos line 
on climate change, to the de-
light of credulous Westerners. 
China’s leadership consists of 
making a pledge as part of the 
Paris accords to reach peak 
emissions in 2030 -- a goal con-
sistent with the trajectory of its 
economy anyway -- and plan-
ning to make a mint by selling 

to the West green technology 
it has developed through its 
characteristic unscrupulous 
means.

There is no doubt that Chi-
na, the world’s second-largest 
economy, is much more asser-
tive on the international stage 
than it used to be, but the idea 
of it as a global leader, or as a 
responsible power, or even as 
an admirable country is daft.

It props up the lunatic re-
gime in North Korea because 
it fears the prospect of a uni-
fied, democratic Korea. It is 
pushing for control of the 
South China Sea, ignoring a 
sweeping ruling by an inter-
national tribunal against its 
claims of sovereignty. It is in-
vesting massively in its mili-
tary -- and not to support the 
cause of global openness.

See Lowry, page 7
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Savin Rock Festival 36is celebration of past, future
Tonight marks the opening of the thirty-sixth renewal of 

the Savin Rock Festival. In last week’s editorial space we re-
counted the early work that has made the festival the sum-
mer staple it has become in our city. It is, first and foremost, 
a celebration of our history, but it is also a celebration of our 
people.

There is no question West Haven is a city in transition. Once 
a blue-collar, middle-middle-class municipality, the city has 
seen its fortunes take a steady downturn over the three de-
cades. Once a proud manufacturing and industrial hub, the 
city saw its industry leave with the energy crises of the 70s 
and 80s and nothing come in to replace it.

In the last several years the city has become poorer, seen 
an increase in minority and single-parent households and 
struggled to maintain its identity as a community proud of its 
heritage and history.

While the demographics of the city have changed, though, 
there is still a solid backbone of families and individuals who 
are working to maintain the community spirit that sets our 
city apart from most. There is still the Westie Spirit that per-
meates this community.

From benefits for grieving or needy families, to civic and fra-
ternal organizations offering programs and sponsorships for 
various youth activities to the pride felt by alums of both West 
Haven High School and Notre Dame, to be called a “Westie” 
is a mark of pride and accomplishment.

There were some in the not-so-recent past who were embar-
rassed by the city’s history. The fact that Savin Rock Amuse-
ment Park was here and became the playground of Southern 
New England was a source of pain for many. That pain prob-
ably came from the age of the park and the fact that much of 
it was in need of repairs. There was a pervasive attitude in the 
era just preceding and following the “urban renewal” of the 
1960s that we had to exorcize the ghosts of the past in order 
to move forward.

It wasn’t long before people began to see that rather than 
shy away from the past, we should embrace it and celebrate 
it. It makes us who we are, and it helped define the commu-
nity we became and are today.

That is much of what is being celebrated this weekend. The 
various tents and stands that offer games, amusements and 
food will be sponsored by the many organizations that work 
for the community. It is an abject lesson in what it is to be 
members of a larger group.

West Haven has always been a community where neigh-
bor helps neighbor. It is a community where we celebrate the 
successes of our friends and city residents and work to help 
those who need a boost.

This weekend’s festival is a celebration of our city and our 
people. It is a celebration of where we are located as well. Our 
shorefront is the envy of many communities up and down the 
Eastern Seaboard. 

Enjoy this Festival 36, it is a celebration of our people and 
our city. Better things may or may not be on the way, but the 
spirit that makes West Haven what it is continues. 
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Lowry: 
Continued from page 6

Clearly, one motive for the 
dewy-eyed press coverage of 
China’s purported leadership 
is a distaste for Donald Trump, 
who wears his disregard for 
the global elite on his sleeve. 
The romance with Xi is a way 
to tweak him. But, whatever 
his views on trade or climate 
change, Trump doesn’t run a 
repressive one-party state. It’s 
perverse to be more comfort-
able with the president who 
bans Twitter over the presi-
dent who uses it indiscrimi-
nately. 

 Rich Lowry is editor of the Na-
tional Review.

(c) 2017 by King Features 
Synd., Inc.

By Mayor Edward O’Brien
A Commentary
As I have been out speaking 

with residents these past few 
weeks, I have come across a 
common concern that I feel the 
need to address.  

Many of you have told me 
that you are puzzled by the 
decision to sell Thompson 
School to the Housing Author-
ity for $10.  

I absolutely understand our 
residents’ concern with this at 
first glance, but there is much 
more to this deal than that.  
The building needed massive 
upgrades which private devel-
opers were not interested in.  

The Housing Authority is 
willing to do these upgrades 
as well as pay $80,000 a year 
in property taxes (when they 
usually pay none) and will be 
giving preference to the dis-
abled and military veterans.  

To elaborate further, the city 
goes out to a competitive bid-
ding process every single time 
we sell property.  

Thompson School was no 
exception.  

As a matter of fact, we 
went out to bid on Thompson 
School several times.  

No developers were inter-
ested in the property.  The 
one developer which showed 
some interest pulled out when 
they realized the massive 
amount of work that needed 
to go into the property.

The Thompson School prop-
erty needs massive upgrades.  
It is an old building that would 
need a lot of code upgrades to 
bring it into compliance for 
any use, as well as a substan-
tial environmental work.  

There is a reason we stopped 
using it to teach our children.  
The fact that the property 
needs such immense work, 
combined with the fact that 
it is in a mostly residential 
neighborhood, meant private 
developers were not interest-
ed in it for commercial or resi-
dential use.

This is where the Housing 
Authority came in.  

The Housing Authority 
came to us with a proposal 
to renovate Thompson School 
which would bring it up to 
code and fix the property’s en-
vironmental issues.  

However, these plans were 
going to cost at minimum, 
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars.  

This is why we came to the 
deal to sell the property at the 
minimal price.  

As I mentioned earlier, as 
part of this deal the Housing 
Authority also agreed to pay 
$80,000 per year in property 
taxes when they normally do 
not pay any taxes because they 
are a federal agency.  

The other key part of this 
deal is that the Housing Au-
thority will be giving prefer-
ence to the disabled and mili-
tary veterans when reviewing 

applications for this property.   
This deal is good for every-

one.  The city no longer has to 
pay to maintain a dilapidated 
property and will be receiving 
$80,000 per year in property 
taxes as opposed to nothing.  
The residents of that neigh-
borhood will see the property 
upgraded and the disabled or 
those who have served our 
country will get help they des-
perately need.  

The Housing Authority is 
able to afford to upgrade the 
building, pay the city $80,000 
per year, and provide critical 
services to residents in need 
due to the low initial sale price.

In 10 years, the city will have 
made $800,000 on the proper-
ty and individuals who need 
help will have gotten  it.  

This sounds like a good deal 
for West Haven to me.  

Deal for Thompson School is good for city

In its heyday, Thompson School graduated many notable 
youngsters who went on to careers in various professions. The 
photo above pictures the graduating class of 1961. The school 
has been closed for years, and was finally sold.



Page 8 West Haven Voice, July 27, 2017

Located directly on Long Island Sound

588 Ocean Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516

203-931-2510
www.seacrestweb.com

Luxurious
Affordable

Assisted & Memory Care

(203) 773-1201 Local      (877) 302-2323 Statewide

All the assistance you need to stay at home.

Hablamos Español

City, contractors
partner to rehab
blighted houses

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
 Led by contractor Brian Banning, Mayor Edward M. O’Brien 

on July 18 toured — and touted — a ranch-style house at 41 Har-
old St. that Banning recently refurbished, an example of the new 
partnership between the city and local contractors to improve 
West Haven’s aging housing stock.

Four years ago, the city foreclosed on the single-family home 
as well as a single-family home at 43 Linden St. that contractor 
Anthony Cordone has since remodeled, said Frank Fanelli III, a 
property maintenance/zoning enforcement officer of the Build-
ing Department who oversees the foreclosure sale process for 
West Haven. Both houses were also severely blighted, affecting 
the quality of life in each neighborhood, Fanelli said.

After assuming ownership of the homes, the city put the prop-
erties out to bid, with Banning obtaining the Harold Street bid 
for $55,000 and Cordone securing the Linden Street bid for 

See Partnership, page 9

Photo by Frank Fanelli III

The blighted Harold Street house before contractor Brian 
Banning spruced it up.
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COLDWELL BANKER
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal 
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Orange Offices: Rte. 114, 564 Racebrook Road, Orange, CT 06477 | 203.795.6000 
236 Boston Post Road, Orange, CT 06477 | 203.795.2700

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

We Have The Market!  #1 Real Estate Company in New Haven County!

The Summer Market is Hot! Looking to Sell or Buy? Call Us Today!

ON DEPOSIT!
93 Seaview Avenue

156 Platt Avenue
$219,900

39 Access Road
$279,900

ON DEP IN 12 DAYS!
12 Twin Circle Road

2 Marydale Road 
$242,000

27 White Street
$225,000

170 Milton Avenue
$179,900

164 Milton Avenue 
$164,900

ON DEP IN 11 DAYS!
161 Grove Place

ON DEP IN 7 DAYS!
27 Wind Sock Road

59 Milton Avenue
$269,900

ON DEP IN 14 DAYS!
68 Grove Place

ON DEP IN 4 DAYS!
79 Baggott Street

ON DEPOSIT!
94 Baker Street

57 Seaview Avenue
$279,900

438 Savin Avenue
$269,900

191 Bellevue Avenue
$179,900

94 Jessie Drive 
$145,000

Continued from page 1
misleading and plainly untrue,” Rossi said.

In response, the mayor said new development, fos-
tered by his administration, is the source of the new 
numbers.

“The O’Brien Administration has created millions 
of dollars in private investment and developments in 
West Haven.  The amount of economic development 
currently happening in our city is unprecedented.  
Every single new development and every business 
that expands in West Haven is good for our Grand 
List and for the city as a whole,” he aid..

The mayor then used a campaign talking point he 
has in the past when discussing his opponent: lack of 
experience.

“Nancy’s negative comments highlight, yet again, 
her inexperience and her lack of understanding 
in how municipal budgets work.  Anyone can add 
the private investments projects initiated under the 

O’Brien Administration and conclude that $150 mil-
lion is a conservative estimate in terms of West Ha-
ven’s economic growth.  Nancy’s misleading and 
divisive interpretation of West Haven’s positive eco-
nomic growth smells of political desperation. 

The mayor then pointed to several developments 
in the city’s ongoing economic picture:

* Allingtown is currently going through a complete 
revitalization with the completion of The Atwood 
and two similar projects coming soon.  These devel-
opments give the center of Allingtown much needed 
aesthetic upgrades and will be worth nearly $20 mil-
lion each;  

* Several smaller businesses have opened across 
the city in new, taxable developments including 
O’Reilly Auto Parts, Chipotle, Aspen Dental, and T-
Mobile;

* New development is capped off with the high-
end outlet mall The Haven still moving forward.  The 

Haven is set to add an estimated $200 million to the 
Grand List he asserts.  

“When we look at businesses that are expanding 
within West Haven we see another success story.  En-
thone is currently working on an expansion worth 
over $12 million, Watson Foods has a major expan-
sion and has added almost 30 jobs, and AAIS Cor-
poration has recently expanded and added nearly 40 
jobs.  These expansions once again add up to mil-
lions and millions of dollars,” the mayor said.

The mayor summed up his statement, saying the 
city is in need of leadership, not charges and counter-
charges.

“West Haven does not need unending negativity 
and constant checking of the rear-view mirror, West 
Haven needs a leader that looks to build a stronger 
future for all of us,” he said. 

The Democratic caucus was scheduled for Tuesday 
evening at Lorenzo’s Restaurant.

Grand List: Candidates spar over numbers

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Mayor Edward M. O’Brien and contractor Brian Banning on July 18 stand in front of a ranch-
style house at 41 Harold St. that Banning recently refurbished.

Continued from page 8
$52,000. Banning and Cordone, known for building single-
family homes in West Haven, then gutted the houses, giving 
them an extensive interior and exterior makeover — complete 
with such modern amenities as granite countertops, stainless 
steel appliances, hardwood flooring, and vinyl siding and 
windows.

O’Brien said the upgrades have significantly increased the val-
ue of the properties while growing the city’s grand list of taxable 
property. The reconstructed homes, which are listed for sale, 
join several other city-owned properties that are being renovat-
ed by bid-winning contractors, underscoring the importance of 
the unique partnership, O’Brien said.

“What strikes me is that both builders have put significant dol-
lars into the houses and are selling them for values greater than 
the highest-price homes in the area,” said Planning and Devel-
opment Commissioner Joseph A. Riccio Jr., who supervises the 
Building Department. “These contractors show great faith and 
confidence in West Haven.”

Partnership
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  Around TownAround Town

JUNK IT
TODAY!

DO YOU NEED A NEW ROOF?

6th Walk and Fair
The West Haven Community 

House will hold its 6th annual 
“Family Fun Walk & Well-
ness Fair” on Sunday morn-
ing, Sept. 24, at the Savin Rock 
Conference Center and Board-
walk.  Registration is at 9:30 
followed by a Zumba warm-
up and a 10:30 kick-off.

The walk will feature a va-
riety of fun activities along 
the route where participants 
receive free chances to be en-
tered in a raffle to be held 
during the Wellness Fair at 
the end of the walk. Fun ac-
tivity stations along the walk 
route include: hopscotch, Si-
mon Says, corn hole bean bag 
toss, jump rope, spelling bee, 
limbo, wheelchair obstacle 
course, and more.

Eberle benefit
A benefit for the family of the 

late City Councilman Ralph 
Eberle is planned for Tues-
day, Aug. 8, at Cielo/IA Club, 
85 Chase Lane, at 6 p.m. The 
price is $20 for adults, $10 for 
children and will feature food, 
a DJ, raffle and cash bar. For 
ticket information or to donate 
a raffle prize, call Michelle 
Caprio at (203) 843-3087.

Luau slated
The West Haven Italian-

American Association will 
hold its annual Hawaiian 
Luau at 85 Chase Lane on Sat-
urday, Aug. 5, at 6:30. A sit-
down Hawaiian dinner, with 
open bar, will be served at 
6:30, followed by Vinny Carr’s 
music from 8 to 12. Cost is $45. 

For reservations call Frank 
Consorte, (203) 676-6379 or 
Bob DeFonce, (203) 934-1762.

Allingtown trips
Join the Allingtown Senior 

Center on the following sched-
uled trips: All trips leave from 
Savin Rock Conference Cen-
ter.

Tuesday, Aug. 15 -- Leg-
ends Show at Foxwoods Ca-
sino featuring Frank Sinatra, 
Cher, Rod Stewart, Elvis and 
Michael Jackson.  For those 
who want show tickets your 
cost is $47. For those who do 
not wish to see show your trip 
cost is $25.  Everyone on the 
bus gets free meal, $10 slot bo-
nus.  Payment must be made 
to “West Haven Trip Account” 
by Friday, August 4th.  Bus 
leaves Savin Rock Conference 

Center at 8:15 a.m.
Monday, Aug. 21 -- “Holiday 

Hill” Statewide Senior Outing 
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. at Candee 
Road, Prospect.  Cost $33 per 
person.  Bus cost will be paid 
by our trip account.  Sign up 
by August 7, 2017.  Bus leaves 
Savin Rock Conference Center 
at 8:30 a.m.

Flyers with details for all 
these trips are available at the 
office 201 Noble St. West Ha-
ven Senior Center or call Mir-
iam at (203) 937-3507 for more 
information

F. Seniors’ trips
F. Seniors and Friends offers 

the following trips to the pub-
lic. All trips leave First Avenue 
commuter lot: 

Quincy Market and St. An-
thony’s Feast – Saturday, Aug. 

26. Bus leaves at 8 a.m., $48 
per person;

Big E – Sunday, Sept. 24. 
Leaves at 8 a.m. $56 per per-
son.

Atlantic City Resorts Ca-
sino – Jan 2-4, four meals, two 
shows, two nights’ accommo-
dation. $219 per person, $50 
deposit. Leaves First Avenue 
lot Jan 2.

To book trips, call Fred 
Mongillo, (203) 389-5808 or 
(203) 927-4249.

Alaska trip confab
The Ward-Heitmann House 

Museum will hold an informa-
tional meeting on Thursday, 
Aug. 3 at 6:30 p.m. to preview 
its August 2018 trip to Alaska. 
The meeting to be held at the 
museum, 277 Elm St., will 
highlight the 12-day tour, and 
special promotions will be of-
fered to those attending. Res-
ervations for the meeting are 
required as space is limited.  
To reserve for the meeting, 
please call Kathryn Gregory at 
(203) 933-0599 or e-mail: kath-
ryngregory@sbcglobal.net.

Musicians needed
Nutmeg Symphonic Pops 

Orchestra and Chorale needs 
musicians and singers.  The 
orchestra rehearses Saturday 
mornings at 9:15 at Carrigan 
Middle School and the chorale 
rehearses Wednesdays at 5:30 
at St. Louis Church, classroom 
wing.  The orchestra is seek-
ing string instruments, trom-
bone, trumpet, French Horn, 
oboe, and the chorale needs all 
voices, especially men.  Please 
call Dino Ciaburri at (203) 812-
0606 or Linda Ciaburri at (203) 
812-0607 if you are interested.

Try Voice Classifieds
(203) 934-6397,

They work!

    At a GlanceAt a Glance

6th Walk, Fair set Sept. 24
The West Haven Community House will hold 

its 6th annual “Family Fun Walk & Wellness Fair” 
on Sunday morning, Sept. 24, at the Savin Rock 
Conference Center and Boardwalk.  Registration 
is at 9:30am followed by a Zumba warm-up and a 
10:30am kick-off.

The walk will feature a variety of fun activities 
along the route where participants receive free 
chances to be entered in a raffle to be held during 
the Wellness Fair at the end of the walk. Fun activity 
stations along the walk route include: hopscotch, 
simon says, bean bag toss, jump rope, spelling bee, 
limbo, wheelchair obstacle course, and more.

The “Fun Walk” will step off from the Conference 
Center with registration at 9:30 followed by a Zumba 
warm-up and a 10:30 kick-off on Sept. 24.  All proceeds 
from the event will benefit West Haven Community 
House and its programs including Head Start pre-
school, Community Connections’ day and residential 
programs for adults with intellectual disabilities, and 
Children & Youth before and after school child care 
programs located in the West Haven public schools.

The walk concludes with a free health and wellness 

fair inside the conference center as well as raffles and 
prizes awarded to the largest team and the team that 
raised the most funds.  The health and wellness fair, 
which is open to the public, features a variety of local 
organizations representing health and wellness.

Those interested in participating can register online 
www.whcommunityhouse.org or contact Kathy 
Hart-Jones at (203) 934-5221 x 131, kathyhartjones@
whcommunityhouse.org.

WHEAT open third Saturday
The West Haven Emergency AssistanceTaskforce 

Food Pantry (674 Washington Avenue) is now open 
the third Saturday of each month from 9-noon.  This 
month that date is Saturday, Feb. 18. Volunteers also 
accept donations during this time.

To get food requests must be from West Haven 
residents. They must bring a valid photo ID, two 
pieces of current mail, and proof of household 
income.  Call (203) 931-9877 or email wheatcharity@
sbcglobal.net with questions.

2017 records to be destroyed
Notre Dame High School of West Haven will 

destroy records for students who graduated or 
transferred in the year 2007.  Please note that we are 

NOT destroying transcripts! Those will be kept on 
file! Any student that wants a copy of his records for 
that year must request a copy in writing to the Office 
Coordinator at Notre Dame High School, 1 Notre 
Dame Way, West Haven, 06516.

The request must include the student’s full name, 
address while in attendance, present address, birth 
date, and grade level completed. 

All requests must be in writing; no telephone 
requests will be accepted.

Records will be destroyed after Aug. 18.

Farmers market open on Green
The Tony Inzero Farmers Market is open for its 

18th season on the Green.
Through Oct. 28, the expanded marketplace at 

Main Street and Campbell Avenue will feature state 
farmers selling homegrown fruits and vegetables 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursdays and 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturdays.

It will include crafters selling their wares and an 
internet radio station DJ playing hit music.

The Thursday markets will showcase food trucks 
galore, dishing up baked potatoes, fried dough, 
Italian ice, kettle corn, lobster rolls and pulled pork.
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Visit us online at www.lesliesjewelers.com

Silver On Sale At 50 % Off
Now through the month of July

We Are having a Sale on Sterling Silver jewelery
Choose from Earrings, Chains, Pendants, Bracelets, Anklets and Rings

If it's Silver, it's on Sale
Does not include Pandora Jewelery • All Sales final

West Haven 
Yankees

The stands came from the old observation cars built by 
the New Haven Railroad for the Yale-Harvard Regatta in 
New London. They were green and always looked like they 
needed repair, but for 10 years West Haven’s Quigley Sta-
dium was home to  the Double-A Eastern League. The West 
Haven Yankees came to town in 1972 after a successful guest 
appearance the year before. Opening night saw more than 
4,000 cram into Quigley. The Yankees left after eight sea-
sons, replaced by the West Haven A’s and then the White-
caps. But for a time West Haven was the stomping ground of 
several players who made it to the majors.

The guy on the left was a Yankees farmhand, and never 
quite made it into the big show, but he had an aptitude and 
knowledge of the game that eventually put Buck Showalter 
into the Yankees’ managerial position. He now is the suc-
cessful manager of the Baltimore Orioles.
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WestieBlue.com

For all your West Haven sports, visit 
www.westieblue.com

Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni 

Photos     Videos     Player of the Week     WH Championship teams
Future Westies     Alumni     Hall of Fame WH News and Notes

Team Leaders     Statistics     Coaches Information     Coaches Corner 
And more 

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site 
Contact Mike Madera 

Phone: (203) 530-1322 
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com 
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1379 New Haven Ave., (Woodmont Plaza) Milford, CT

(203) 283-5422   www.greatclips.com/salons/7107

WEST HAVEN POLICE
UNION LOCAL  895

IT'S GONNA BE GREAT
Great Clips

Come visit the friendly staff at Woodmont Plaza
for an affordable haircut today

"Protecting and Serving
West Haven's Finest"

!

FRED'S AUTO CENTER

244 Jones Hill Rd., West Haven, CT

Proudly Serving West Haven and the Community  Since

Offers Auto Repair Services You Can Count On

203-934-7251               www.autorepairwesthaven.com

1996

Brakes   Tires    Engine Repair      Air-Conditioning

Heating & Cooling      Electrical        Electronic
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470 Frontage Road
(203) 934-2600

Ceramic/Porcelain            Wood/Laminate Flooring               Carpeting

In The Tile Business Since 1953

While Supporting Youth
Sports in the Community

''Tee-Ball"

  www.tilesofdistinctionwh.com

West Haven, CT
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REMODELING YOUR HOME ?
Visit our Showroom for the Popular

Italian White ''Carrara'' Tile Look
(As Seen on HGTV)

  The Quality
You DESERVE

  The Service
You EXPECT

   SHORE HAVEN JR. BASEBALL LEAGUE S
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MAJOR LEAGUE Boys

ALL-STAR STANDOUTS'' ''

Congratulations to all the 2017 American and National League Boy's Award winners.  From left to right: John Barrington, AL Sprortsmanship;

committment to youth sports and teamwork within the greater West Haven community.  Thank you for another great season and we'll see you in 2018!
Anthony Peschell, NL MVP; Ryan Bernardi, NL Sportsmanship; and Quinn Eyrich, AL MVP.  These boys represent Shore Haven Jr. Baseball's

Photo by Diane Dietman

Catch of the day
 Alison Frazer, 11, of West Haven, hooks a sunfish during the 

city’s 21st annual fishing derby for anglers 9 and older Friday 
at the Maltby Lakes off Route 34. The free program, which 
teaches the basics of fishing, is offered by the Department of 
Parks and Recreation, in partnership with the state Depart-
ment of Energy and Environmental Protection’s Connecticut 
Aquatic Resources Education, or CARE, program, which pro-
vided the instruction and fishing rods. 
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bsg BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

470 Frontage Rd.  West Haven, CT
(203) 934-2600    www.tilesofdistinctionwh.com

In The Tile Business Since 1953

Ceramic/Porcelain       Wood/Laminate Flooring       Carpeting

Tiles of Distinction

GB MASONRY
Stone Walls * Sidewalks* Pavers
Chimneys * Brickwork * Stucco

Flag Stone* Stone Siding
17 Years Experience

(203-206-1159 - Call Jimmy
Fully Licensed & Insured

E&M Construction, LLC
Stone Walls* Stamp Concrete

Pavers * Stucco *Chimneys

Fireplaces * All Repairs

(203) 560-3553 -- Call Alex
Licenced and insured.

Sporting Life             By Mark Vasto
By Mark Vasto
Syndicated Columnist
Last week we learned that 

a few things we suspected 
might be true are, in fact, prob-
ably true:

1. R. Kelly runs a sex cult, 
and;

2. Roger Federer is the great-
est champion that tennis, and 
maybe all of sport, will ever 
know.

The Federer story is very 
hard to dispute. Here’s a kid 
who came out of Switzerland 
as a -- get this -- hothead, and 
calmed it down to the low 
burn of just winning the most 
majors in tennis history. Actu-
ally, reading off his list of ac-
complishments is quite easy 
because he’s literally rewritten 
the record books.

He’s won 19 Grand Slam 
singles titles. He has been 
the top-ranked player for 302 
weeks, 237 consecutive -- both 
records. He has a habit of win-
ning tournaments without 
dropping a set. He bookends 
careers. Remember Lleyton 
Hewitt and Pete Sampras? 
Federer ended their reigns. 
Remember Andy Roddick? 
Ditto. Now he’s 35 and he’s 
still running the table, beat-
ing guys like Rafa Nadal with 

stunning acumen.
Even Deadspin writes nice 

things about him. One of its re-
cent columns pointed out how 
Federer endorses products 
that are way, way out of most 
people’s pay grade -- Rolex, 
Mercedes-Benz, Credit-Suisse 
-- and yet the guy remains lik-
able.

It’s true. He is a true sports-
man, so it’s hard for anyone 
who likes sports to really root 
against him. He has a beautiful 
wife named Mirka, and when-
ever they cut to her in the box 
you feel yourself saying “good 
for you, Roger,” and you don’t 
quite know why. He has -- get 
this -- not one, but TWO sets of 
identical twins with her. Who 
does that? Roger Federer does, 
that’s who.

I’ve always maintained that 
tennis is one of the least un-
derstood and underappreciat-
ed sports. It’s always suffered 
from an image problem, that 
of the stuffy, pinky-up, pri-
vate-club set, when in reality, 
outside of boxing and MMA, it 

is the only major sport where 
you take somebody on one 
on one (unless it’s doubles or 
mixed doubles, but you get 
the point). 

A tennis player carries his 
or her own bags, argues their 
own calls, has nowhere to 
hide when they need to col-
lect themselves. (A bathroom 
break is met with howls of de-
rision.) 

And while guys like John 
McEnroe have done remark-
able jobs of remaining rel-
evant, we haven’t really met 
up with a tennis champion 
quite like Federer. One imag-
ines that Bjorn Borg, had he 
not suddenly retired at the top 
of his game, would have ap-
proached his greatness, but he 
did not. Instead, we, as view-
ers, have been given the real 
privilege of watching what 
some are calling a renaissance 
of Roger. His stunning win at 
Wimbledon would seem to be 
a bookend to his career.

Only it’s not. Federer is still 
in the game, still winning, still 

making it look easy, still do-
ing it with class and style. Of 
all the champions we’ve wit-
nessed over the years -- in-
cluding Michael Jordan -- no-

body has put on a show like 
this guy has.

If you’ve missed any of it, 
take heart ... there’s still plenty 
more to watch.

Want to see our online edition? 
Go to: westhavenvoice.com

If you have club news  or photos, go to: 
info@westhavenvoice.com
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      Historian’s cornerHistorian’s corner

 St. Lawrence Church
By Dan Shine,
Voice Columnist
It was only a mile from home 

to St. Lawrence Church, but 
Michael Keeney remembers 
it as sometimes feeling like 
much, much more.  His mother 
would lead her six children on 

foot to Mass in every kind of 
weather, and afterwards, lead 
them home again, this time by 
way of Wolfe’s Bakery.  Mi-
chael also remembers shaking 
in his boots while he waited to 
make his confession to Father 
Heller; sometimes after hear-
ing young Michael’s confes-

sion, Father Heller would yell 
at him, for such is sometimes 
the way with boys.  No doubt, 
many others can recall similar 
memories of Mass and confes-
sion.

But how did it all start?  Well, 
it’s like this…

It started with people.  And it 

started in the 1880s.  They had 
fled the poverty of Europe, 
and arrived in America seek-
ing opportunity, safety, free-
dom and liberty, and a place 
to worship as they chose. 

They came with the Irish Di-
aspora; and they came from 
the troubles of Germany, and 
from the poverty of Italy, and 
elsewhere.  And they arrived 
in the ports of New York and 
Boston.  There, they learned of 
job opportunities in the grow-
ing city of New Haven, where 
they could find work making 
shirts, firearms, horse-carriag-
es, buckles, ships, hardware, 
clocks, and so many other 
things in the multitude of fac-
tories of that era.

And homes and apartments 
could be found in the nearby 
community of West Haven, 
where factory workers could 
be transported to and from 
their jobs by way of horse-
drawn streetcars.

However, many of these new 
arrivals were dismayed to dis-
cover that there was no conve-
nient house of worship, within 
which they could follow their 
Roman Catholic traditions.  
Indeed, the nearest churches 
were in New Haven: St. John’s 
Church on Davenport Avenue, 
and Sacred Heart Church on 
Columbus Avenue.

And so it was that in April 
of 1886, the first Mass was 
celebrated in the Thompson 
Building—today known as 
the Atlschuler Building—at 
Campbell Avenue and Main 
Street.

Later on that year, the corner-
stone was laid for the first edi-
fice of St. Lawrence Church; it 

was a simple wooden struc-
ture, located on Union Ave-
nue, and it served the commu-
nity’s Roman Catholic popula-
tion until 1903, when the pres-
ent St. Lawrence Church was 
opened for worship.  At that 
time, the Parish numbered 
about 200 people.

The church was named for 
St. Lawrence, martyred Ro-
man deacon, who when or-
dered to turn over his church’s 
riches to the Prefect of Rome, 
presented the prefect with the 
church’s poor, the sick, the 
blind and the suffering, telling 
him “these are the church’s 
riches.”  For this, he was sum-
marily put to death.

The growth of the summer 
population in the Old Savin 
Rock area made it necessary 
to establish the St. Lawrence 
Chapel.  The Chapel was lo-
cated at the corner of Summer 
Street and Savin Avenue, and 
the first Mass was celebrated 
there in 1910.  By 1965, it had 
become a separate parish, St. 
John Vianney, with the Rev. 
Joseph Reynolds as its pastor.

Today, St. Lawrence Church 
is active in the community, 
and regularly supports a 
group of committees that ad-
dress a variety of church-re-
lated topics.  Mass is held on 
Saturdays at 4:00 PM and on 
Sundays at 8:00 and 10:30 AM.

After many years at St. Law-
rence Church, Father Jette has 
recently departed for another 
calling in another parish.  His 
parting words were, “I am 
grateful to God for my years 
in West Haven and for all the 
wonderful people I have come 
to know here.”

St. Lawrence Church as it appeared in 1947.
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?
Call Phyllis Franco,

(203) 932-9367,
And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience

Friendly service.

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing. 
Insured. Free estimates. Call 
(203) 506-9384 

6/

SITUATIONS WANTED
CNA Companion, 30 years’ ex-

perience. Excellent References. 
Mobile. Experienced with various 
patient care. Days only. 

Call (203) 901-9363

COMPANIONS/CAREGIVERS
Companion/Caregiver, over 10 

years’ experience, good referenc-
es. Bi-lingual, can provide trans-

portation. Call 203-314-6424.
Seacrest Retirement
-Care managers- C.N.A. or Med 

assistant background a plus
-Personal Care attendants
Great opportunity for experienced, 
mature  caregivers who want to 
provide exceptional care and 
service. All applicants subject to 
criminal background check and 
drug screening. Call 203 931 
2510 , email info@seacrestweb.
com, or apply in person 588 
Ocean Avenue. Part and full time 
opportunities

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street 

parking, Use of penthouse meet-
ing room, janitorial services
Specialize in Condo Associa-

tion Mangement and Multi-Fami-
lies. 31 years of experience. Call 

us for an interview. 

HARBORVIEW REALTY 
SERVICES

(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 30

FOR RENT

FOR RENT
West Haven -- Beautiful 2 brm 

with electric included. 3rd floor. 
W/D hookups, gas heat. Steps 
to beach. $925/month plus se-
curity. Call (475) 202-6983.

FOR RENT
West Haven -- Warehouse 

space. Approx. 900 sq. ft. Call 
(203) 877-1851.

FOR RENT
West Haven – 218 Noble St. 

First floor. 2 BR. W/W in BR. 
Stove and Ref. No utilities. 
Close to beach, bus line, UNH. 
$1000/month plus one-month 
security. Call (203) 934-8506.

TAG SALE
153 Dawson Ave., Saturday 

and Sunday, July 29,30. 8-3.

Grassy Hill Auctions

Always Buying

Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments

(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone

& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken

or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &

MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old

Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &

Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,

Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,

Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,

Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical

Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial

Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney

Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,

Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk

Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern

Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,

Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…

& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore 
Owners 

(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com
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