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The artist known 
as “Nathaniel” sees 
more snowy weather 
in our forecast today. 
Nathaniel is at Pa-
gels under art teacher 
Mark Battista.

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Addiction

and tragedy
Flanked by black balloons, 

the Rev. Kathryn King, pastor 
of the First Congregational 
Church of West Haven, leads, 
from left, Mayor Nancy R. 
Rossi, former City Council 
Chairman Nicholas A. Pas-
cale, State Rep. Charles J. 
Ferraro, R-117, mayoral aide 
Ruth G. Torres, S tate Rep. 
Dorinda Borer, D-115, and 
City Clerk Deborah Collins 
in a prayer service March 6 
for West Haven’s victims of 
opioid addiction. The solemn 
ceremony, held on the steps 
of City Hall, marked the city’s 
observance of Black Balloon 
Day.  See page 5 for more.

Rossi budget set for unveiling
With a special session of the City 

Council scheduled for 6 p.m. today, 
Mayor Nancy Rossi was putting the 
finishing touches on her first recom-
mended budget and the address she 
expected to give during the session. 
Rossi, who has been working since 
January on cobbling together a budget 
package had the added requirement of 
having the state’s review board look at 
the document before allowing its re-
lease today.

The Municipal Accountability Re-

view Board (MARB) was empaneled 
by the state’s Office of Policy and Man-
agement late last year when the city 
retired its $16 million operating deficit 
by means of a $25 million bond issue. 
The board was required under new 
legislation passed by the General As-
sembly in 2017.

Asked about the review by the pan-
el, Rossi said she was still addressing 
queries made, but expects to have the 
proposal ready for release before the 
council.

“The draft budget was submitted to 
the Municipal Accountability Review 
Board. OPM has reviewed the draft 
proposal and has submitted questions 
that I am responding to,” she said. “I 
don’t expect any major issues with the 
MARB because of the fact I have sub-
mitted a proposed budget with conser-
vative revenues and significant cuts in 
expenditures.”

Asked about what issues the panel 
might have had, she said they were 
more in line with getting understand-

ing than questioning line items.
“The questions were more to under-

stand and clarify decisions I proposed 
in the recommended budget,” she said.

In the weeks leading up to today’s 
announcement, Rossi cautioned resi-
dents this spending package was go-
ing to be short on perks and long on 
austerity. She reiterated that caution 
this week.

“My recommended budget is painful 
and uncomfortable but it is honest and 

See Budget, page 11

Top Irishman Walsh feted Friday
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Coleman William Walsh,  Jr., a goodwill ambassa-

dor of the Irish-American community who has dedi-
cated his lifework to carrying on the spirited tradi-
tions of Ireland, will receive West Haven’s Irishman 
of the Year award at noon Friday during the city’s 
27th annual St. Patrick’s Day Celebration.

The West Haven St. Patrick’s Day Committee will 
fete Walsh, 62, a second-generation Irish-American, 
by hanging a green street sign designating City Hall’s 
Campbell Avenue entrance “Coleman W. Walsh Jr. 
Square” for a year.

Last year’s recipient, Kelly Canning Ruickoldt, will 
take home her sign at the start of the ceremony.

The “Irish Person of the Year” honor is bestowed 
annually on an Irish resident, or couple, who per-
sonifies service in the city’s robust Irish-American 

community.
Accompanied by Celtic music played by bagpipers 

and drummers, members of the West Haven Police 
Color Guard will escort Walsh, grand marshal of the 
2005 Greater New Haven St. Patrick’s Day Parade, to 
the Campbell Avenue side of City Hall for his special 
recognition.

A corned beef and cabbage lunch will follow in the 
First Congregational Church of West Haven’s Fel-
lowship Hall, at 1 Church St. opposite City Hall on 
the Green.

Walsh’s interest in his heritage began when he 
played football and shot darts for the New Haven 
Gaelic Football & Hurling Club in his youth.

His love of Ireland blossomed into a lifelong pas-
sion for all things Irish, including a propensity for 
community service in Greater New Haven’s deep-
rooted Irish-American community as a longtime 

member of the Knights of St. Patrick and the West 
Haven Irish-American Club.

Mayor Nancy R. Rossi will present Walsh, executive 
chairman of the Greater New Haven St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade Committee, with an Irish flag and a mayoral 
proclamation citing his commitment to “preserving 
and promoting the vibrant culture of Erin, exempli-
fying the very best of West Haven.”

Walsh, a native of Hamden who has lived in West 
Haven since 1990, will also receive a jacket embroi-
dered with his new title: Irishman of the Year.

The New Haven County Firefighters Emerald Soci-
ety Pipes & Drums will lead the opening procession, 
followed by remarks from master of ceremonies Da-
vid Coyle.

The Rev. Mark R. Jette, pastor emeritus of St. Law-
rence and St. Paul churches in West Haven who now 

See Walsh, page 11
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 This past weekend, 20 Bailey 

band and chorus students par-
ticipated in the Connecticut 
Music Educator’s Associations 
(CMEA) Southern Regional 
Middle School Festival. This 
is the most students that the 
school has ever had partici-
pate in the middle school mu-
sic honors festival! 

Students represented in five 
of the seven ensembles: Band, 
Orchestra, Steel Drum Band, 
Treble Choir, and Mixed 
Choir. 

For the past two years, 
CMEA has been tracking the 
participation of students by 
school and DRG to increase eq-
uity and access to all students. 
During the festival, CMEA re-

leased those statistics:
- Bailey students represented 

4.9 percent of the entire festi-
val. (That is up from 1.8% in 
2010 when I first started to 
track this data.)

 - West Haven is one of four 
schools in the 41-school region 
that is in DRG H (Ansonia, 
Derby, and Meriden being the 
other three). West Haven stu-
dents represented 66 percent 
of the students participating 
in the festival from a DRG H 
school. 

- Bailey had the largest 
amount of music student par-
ticipation out of any other 
school in DRG D,E,F,G,H, or I.

Bailey ensembles
excel at Festival

Clarification issued 
for demand notice

A Tax Collector’s Demand is 
a delinquent notice informing 
a taxpayer that as of a given 
date, the tax office’s records 
indicate that past-due taxes 
are owed.

Interest charges on the 
statement are calculated 
through the date shown on 
the statement. Please note 
that the term “demand” is 
prescribed by state statute and 
is not meant to imply rudeness 
toward a taxpayer.

The 2016 grand list motor 
vehicle bills were mailed in 
June 2017 and were due in July 
2017 and January 2018.

After the initial motor 
vehicle bills were issued, the 
state legislature raised the 
motor vehicle mill rate cap 
from 32 to 39 mills. As a result, 
an additional yellow bill was 
mailed in December 2017. The 
yellow bill was mailed with 
instructions to pay both the 
second installment of the 2016 
grand list bill and the yellow 
bill.

For clarification, taxpayers 
can see their tax bills, make 
a payment, and print their 
payment history for income 
tax purposes at www.
cityofwesthaven.com and 
clicking on Tax Collector 
under the Government 
heading. Sewer bills are on 
the same page but under a 
separate heading.

Those with questions after 
reviewing their payment can 
call or visit the tax office on 
the first floor of City Hall, 355 
Main St. The phone number 
is (203) 937-3525; calls are 
returned from 4:30-5 p.m. 
weekdays after closing to the 
public.

A $5 fee has been added to 
all accounts reported to the 
state Department of Motor 
Vehicles. Other fees that may 
be added include those of a 
collection agency, an attorney 
or a state marshal. Costs 
include a possible “boot” fee, 
a warrant fee or on real estate 
and sewer delinquencies.



 West Haven Voice, March 15, 2018 Page 3

Photo courtesy of Paul J. Rapanault

O’Brien is Elks Irishman of the Year
 Mayor Nancy R. Rossi presents a citation to former Mayor Ed O’Brien recognizing his selec-

tion as the West Haven Elks Lodge’s Irishman of the Year during a ceremony Saturday night at 
Lodge 1537, 265 Main St. O’Brien was honored for his support of and contributions to the local 
fraternal organization during the past year.
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Dear Felicia
Well honeybunch, effen yew 

think Ole Man Winter is gon-
na go quietly, you are sooooo 
wrong! As Iyam scribing this 
week’s missive (it seems I’ve 
writ this on more than one 
occasion), another nor’easter 
is barreling up the coast and 
we’re gonna git hit, yet again. 

Luckily, the Asylum by the 
Sea has not been hit as hard as 
some places. Heck, in Monroe 
it was days before the power 
came back for some people, 
and in other parts o’ the state, 
homes that lost power in the 
foist storm two weeks ago 
just got back on line over the 
weekend.

Well, this one is supposed to 
give us more of the white stuff 
and more cold and wind. I can 
take the cold, and I can take 
the wet, but I can’t take the 
cold and wet, and I certainly 
hate the cold and wind. We 
shall see.

Jest remember whot the ole 
wives used to say about snow-
storms after March 15, they 
stick around a while. Let’s 

hope this latest blast of cold 
and snow will be the last for 
the season, but I won’t bet the 
mortgage on it.

Speaking of betting the 
mortgage, Sammy Bluejay 
ame in t’other afternoon and 
said effen anyone bet the mort-
gage on the primary election 
last week, they lost their house 
and their shirt. As we got clos-
er to the vote, the consensus 
was that the Democratic Party 
would remain a house divided 
with a perty even split betwixt 
Rossi supporters and those of 
soon-to-be former party chair-
man Jim Morrissey.

In fack, I guess before there 
was a primary forced, there 
was some negotiating con-
cerning the make-up of the 
town committee, and that’s 
why it took days before a de-
cision was made to have the 
vote. 

Tennyrate, when the tallies 
came in, nobody was prepared 
for what happened. In a re-
play of the election in Novem-
ber, herroner’s people swept 

into power. Nobody expected 
her to win in November, and 
nobody – including many of 
her own people – expected 
the party committee would 
change all that much.

Nope. As it turned out, they 
swept all but one districk and 
that included the former hiz-
zoner and Morrissey in the 8th. 
Only the 9th seemed to hold 
off the onslaught. It shocked 
many, including yores truly. 

Everyone expected that the 
Morrissey people would git 
out their usual numbers and 
that things would be perty 
much status quo. They may 
haf got out those numbers, but 
it surely didn’t mean that once 
they got into the booth they 
voted with the incumbents.

We shall see how this affects 
things. The City Council has 
been a tinderbox betwixt the 
two factions. It’ll be interest-
ing to see what happens now. 
It could go either as more of a 
“resistance” to use a currently 
fashionable term, or things 
could get a bit more coopera-
tive. We shall see.

~~~
Cobina ain’t a social media-

type, but she’s hearin’ that the 
little item we talked about last 
week concerning the Haven proj-
ect caused a firestorm on various 
social sites. I ain’t a big fan of 
those sites cuz people think they 
can say perty much anything 
they want and get away with it. 

It looks like the former adminis-
tration was doing what other ad-
ministrations did with big proj-

ects: play them for all they were 
worth and hope that something 
actually happens. It seems that’s 
what went on here. The permit 
process was kind of stuck on stuck 
and nothing happened for a long 
time. Eventually, people got dis-
gusted – as they did before, but 
not until after giving the benefit 
of the doubt – and voted them out.

I ain’t criticizing the former ad-
ministration for doing what they 
did. They really were hoping for 
the best, but sometimes, or in the 
case of this berg, most of the time, 
things don’t happen quite the way 
they’re planned.

This is gonna be a tough one 
to get over effen Mr. O’Brien is 
hoping to challenge Mrs. Rossi in 
the next go-round. As I told yew 
a couple weeks ago, that’s what 
was being rumored. Of course, 
with the schmotzing they took 
last week, who knows what’ll hap-
pen. In politics, 21 months is a 
lifetime.

~~~
Of course as Iva Lootey re-

minded me, herroner is prep-
ping her budget address, witch 
she is supposed to deliver on 
the day yew git this missive. 
One wonders effen it’s gonna 
be all doom and gloom. She 
had a self-imposed due date 
of March 1 and wasn’t able to 
meet it. That was the date that 
the Municipal Accountability 
Review Board (MARB) was 
supposed to take a gander at 
it. Well, it has been sent over I 
guess, and we’ll find out soon 
enuff what the members think.

Unlike past budgets, no one 

is making any predictions as 
to what or how this budget is 
gonna be in its finished form. 
Herroner has let it be known 
loud and clear that some posi-
tions are gonna be eliminated 
and the word to describe this 
document is “austerity.” 

Of course, anyone who 
knows what we’ve had in the 
past won’t exactly call us a 
bunch of spend-thrifts. Still, 
it’s gonna be interesting to see 
how the school bored is han-
dled, and then what happens 
on the city side. This year’s 
budget meeting could be a 
rather jumpy affair – like cats 
on a hot tin roof, a lot o’ jump-
ing and yammering.

The fack that the MARB is 
gonna sign off on this thing 
before the City Council gets it 
means not much more can be 
done, and little should be ex-
pected to be changed.

It’s gonna be an interest-
ing couple o’ weeks, sweetie 
pie. My suggestion is to strap 
yoreself in and have some 
popcorn. It’s gonna be quite a 
show.

It all starts on the afternoon 
this papyrus hits the streets. 
Herroner is gonna have her 
first budget address, and the 
ball starts to roll. It’s just a 
matter of where and how far.

~~~
As I told yew a couple weeks 

ago, the papyrus has reorganized 
its business model and is now 
under a new LLC. I guess ru-
mors have been all over the berg 
concerning this. Let’s put it as 
succinctly as Cobina can. The 
business needed to be reorganized 
or there was gonna be problems. 
Those problems have been han-
dled, and it looks like we’ll be here 
for a good long while. 

Nothing is gonna change in 
the short-term – or the long-term 
effen we do things right. Soooo, 
things are steady as she goes, and 
we should be in good shape.

The rumor mill can cease. We 
ain’t goin’ anywhere.

~~~
Nelly Nuthatch came in 

t’other afternoon and she’s 
right. For about a decade, the 
city ain’t been taking televi-
sion sets in bulk trash, nor 
computers or perty much any-
thing with a screen. Yet, dont-
cha think that’s what we’ve 
seen on the curb? 

Of course, they weren’t 
picked up and, obviously, 
the owners didn’t bother to 
find out why, cuz they’re still 
on the curb.  It never ceases 
to amaze me how oblivious 
some people can be, and when 
it comes to the quarterly bulk 
trash, that oblivion is on dis-
play.

~~~
With that bit o’ chatter, I’ll 

close this time till next, mitt luff 
und kizzez, 

“The affordable home heating oil specialists” 

Serving West Haven residents since 1987.          HOD #362 Cobina



1601485 State Farm, Bloomington, IL

I love  
this town.

I love being here to help  
life go right™ in a community 
where people are making a 

 

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516

Bus: 203-932-0591

Thanks, West Haven.
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|      A Partner in the Community

PROTECTING US ALL
Pictured left to right: University of New Haven Associate Vice President of Public Safety and Administrative Services Ron Quagliani, Sergeant Robert 
Milslagle, Officer Christina Nicolia, Mayor Nancy Rossi, University of New Haven Chief Tracy L. Mooney, University of New Haven Assistant Chief Don 
Parker, and and Officer Keith Ellery.

Christina Nicolia was sworn in as the newest University of New Haven police officer by Mayor Nancy Rossi.  
Officer Nicolia is a former member of the Orange Police Department.

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Flanked by black balloons, 

a sober reminder of the lives 
taken by the opioid crisis, the 
Rev. Kathryn King led Mayor 
Nancy R. Rossi and city and 
state officials in a prayer ser-
vice March 6 for West Haven’s 
victims of drug addiction.

During the solemn ceremo-
ny, which marked the city’s 
observance of Black Balloon 
Day, King, pastor of the First 
Congregational Church of 
West Haven, told the group of 
leaders gathered on the steps 
of City Hall that the solution 
to the opioid epidemic is not 
easy.

“It is not a sprint; it will take 
a village in its truest way” to 
overcome the opioid crisis, 
said King, who, in addition 
to Rossi and her aide, Ruth 
G. Torres, was joined by state 
Reps. Charles J. Ferraro, R-117, 
and Dorinda Borer, D-116, 
City Clerk Deborah Collins, 
Health Director Maureen B. 
Lillis, City Council Minor-
ity Leader Richard DePalma, 
R-at large, and former council 
Chairman Nicholas A. Pascale, 
D-1.

Leading up to Black Balloon 
Day, Rossi called on all resi-
dents who have been affected 
by drug addiction, including 
pain-reducing opioid medica-

tions, to hang a black balloon 
in front of their homes.

Rossi, who lost a dear friend 
to addiction, recently pledged 
West Haven’s commitment to 
recognizing the special day 
after its co-founder, Diane 
Hurley, of Peabody, Massa-
chusetts, reached out to the 
mayor seeking the city’s par-
ticipation. 

Hurley’s daughter, Lauren 
Hurley, is the other co-found-
er.

Rossi said West Haven’s par-
ticipation was aimed at “shin-
ing a light on how the national 
public health crisis of opioid 
addiction affects us locally.”

“It affects everybody,” Rossi 

said, “and I urge our state offi-
cials to push for the necessary 
legislation or administrative 
policy to mandate that opioid 
overdoses are added to the 
list of conditions that must be 
reported to public health offi-
cials. Our health departments 
document cases of chicken 

pox, food poisoning and West 
Nile virus, for example, but we 
don’t have real-time data on 
opioid and other overdoses.”

At the request of Diane Hur-
ley, city officials hung a black 
balloon on the steps of City 
Hall for each resident who has 
died 

Opiod crisis marked on Black Balloon Day

Submitted Photo

Guest reader
Sister Margaret Golub was 

among  nine other readers 
from the West Haven Senior 
Exercise Group and the Land 
Trust of West Haven, Inc., 
read a variety of books to 
students at Mackrille School 
during Read Across America 
Week (Feb. 26-March 2). It cul-
minated on Dr. Suess’ birth-
day with various activities.
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City needs Haven assurance
In last week’s “Dear Felicia” column, a long-standing col-

umn that has been part of the West Haven publication scene 
for almost 50 years, a question was posed concerning the 
“Haven” project and the fact it has been “stalled” for some 
time. The comment/question was posed following a story in 
these pages two weeks ago, wherein we posed questions to 
Mayor Nancy Rossi regarding a status report.

The column question was simple (we paraphrase): The 
project was announced in 2014 and its imminent beginning 
was expected. This beginning was expected because the for-
mer O’Brien administration did two things: use permit fees 
as revenue in budget-making; and announce that construc-
tion would commence (several times).

What we found out, however, was the permit process 
never really got going. Permits that were expected – indeed, 
used to base budget revenues upon – never went from the 
verbal to the concrete. The sum and total is we are no fur-
ther along in the process now than two or three years ago. 
Properties have been purchased and something is going to 
happen down there, it is a question of when things will actu-
ally begin.

Naturally, the O’Brien administration came under heavy 
criticism in the social media platforms. Last week’s Dear 
Felicia column was a hot topic, and, unfortunately, a place 
where people spewed the venom for which these sites are so 
well known.

In some ways, we cannot fault the O’Brien administration 
and former Mayor Edward M. O’Brien for expecting much 
from the plan, and hoping that it would come to fruition 
sooner rather than later. The administration fell into a trap 
similar to previous administrations in recent memory, and 
rather than be upfront about the project’s many delays, at-
tempted to play the public. The long-term effect was finan-
cial. Revenues were anticipated that never materialized; 
ergo, the city saw four years of deficits.

Like administrations past, it was hoped enough could be 
done or in some cases, staged, in order to get by the next 
election, and hope that by the time re-election was again a 
possibility, something would be accomplished. That is why 
O’Brien had condemned buildings demolished only weeks 
prior to last fall’s election. It is a scene we’ve witnessed be-
fore.

Our story two weeks ago noted the Rossi administration 
was discussing the next stages as envisioned by the Gordon 
Group. It has had its own difficulties as Sheldon Gordon, the 
namesake of the organization, passed away last fall. 

Here is what we hope the Rossi administration will get in 
its discussions with the developer:

~~ A timeline laying out its expectations for acquiring and 
acting upon permits for demolition;

~~ A re-dedication to the project and its component parts;
~~ A timeline that gives hard and fast dates when con-

struction of various parts of the project can be expected;
~~ A traffic plan as to how incoming and outgoing motor-

ists will be handled given the reconstruction of I-95 ramps;
~~ Any alterations to the project that might affect either 

the size and/or scope of the plan as well as the ingress and 
egress of traffic.

Besides these assurances from the developers, the Rossi 
administration must get assurances from the State of Con-
necticut for the following:

~~ The status and/or plans for the Kimberly Avenue 
Bridge on the New Haven/West Haven line. The current 
bridge was a “temporary” construction that was only to last 
20 years. It is nearly 50 years since it was constructed. We 
have been told by boaters who use the inlet there that the 
span is beginning to look its age, and maybe nearing the end 
of its usefulness. 

~~ The state’s own plans to improve the current traffic 
patterns into the city from Exit 43. Since the Kimberly Ave-
nue exit and ramp were eliminated, getting into the city from 
that location has been problematic at best. This will hurt not 
only the Haven, but any other plans the city might have for 
lower Elm Street.

The Haven and reconstruction of the Eastern gateway into 
the city has been “on the drawing board” for more than 20 
years. 

The Rossi administration has based its platform on trans-
parency. It can make a good beginning by making sure any 
project decisions, good and bad, are public. 

Sessions gets Trump’s ire
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
Attorney General Jeff Ses-

sions has been attacked and 
belittled by President Donald 
Trump more than Vladimir 
Putin has.

Trump has had rough patch-
es with most of his top offi-
cials, but there is a particular 
poignancy in his humiliating 
treatment of his own attorney 
general, who got on board the 
Trump Train early and sup-
ports the president’s policy in-
stincts as much as anyone.

But Sessions is not personal-
ly loyal, at least not in the way 
Trump expects, and so the 
man who looked past Trump’s 
erratic temperament when he 
decided to support him now 
routinely feels the brunt of 
it. Trump bangs on Sessions 
in public, the only purpose 
of which seems to be venting 
his own spleen and personally 
discomfiting Sessions as much 
as possible.

For Sessions, a dignified 
man who would never treat 
anyone else the way the presi-
dent treats him, it has to be 
painful, and all the more so 
because of the irony of it.

Just a few short years ago, 
Sessions was the odd man out 
in the U.S. Senate. He fought 
rearguard actions on immigra-
tion (successfully), inveighed 
against free-trade orthodoxy 
and argued the GOP should 
be a party of workers when 
few were inclined to listen.

Endorsing Trump was a cra-
zy gambit to effect a revolution 
in the party, and it worked. 
You would have expected 
Sessions to be the ideological 
conscience of the administra-
tion and a close partner of the 

president, the Ed Meese of the 
Trump administration.

Instead, he is assiduously 
at work implementing the 
Trump agenda and gets beat-
en about the head and shoul-
ders for his trouble. 

Sessions’ recusal in the 
Russian investigation set in 
motion events leading to the 
appointment of Robert Muel-
ler, and Trump will probably 
never forgive him. He consid-
ers his attorney general weak 
and disloyal on the one ques-
tion that matters most to him 
-- protection of himself and his 
family.

His anger toward Sessions 
isn’t leavened with institu-
tional knowledge, hence his 
strange blast at Sessions over 
the fact that, appropriately, 
the DOJ inspector general is 
going to look at allegations 

of Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act abuse. Sessions 
felt compelled to push back 
against the president in a pub-
lic statement, and yet again, 
the civics textbooks will have 
to be revised to account for 
how government works in the 
Trump era.

The ongoing spat with Ses-
sions is another reason the ad-
ministration gives off a sense 
of teetering on the edge of a 
crisis, not because of exog-
enous events (we’re experienc-
ing peace and prosperity), but 
because of the ultimate endog-
enous factor -- the president 
of the United States, with-
out whom the administra-
tion wouldn’t exist in the first 
place. 

If Trump were to fire Ses-
sions, which seems unlikely, 

See Lowry, page 7
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Visit www.collegenights.org for more details

Attend a free college planning event!
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& beverages

win one of three

 
scholarships 

Thursday, April 5, 2018 | 5:30-8:00 p.m.

Grades - 10 & 11/West Haven High School 
Please RSVP to teresa.heaney@whschools.org by 3/27 

Continued from page 6
or to eventually push him 
over the edge into quitting, he 
probably wouldn’t be able to 
get another attorney general 
confirmed. Who would be 
acceptable both to Trump, 
who wants more personal 
loyalty, and to the Senate, 
which isn’t going to approve 
a crony? And what graybeard 
with independent credibility 
would sign up to serve?

So, Sessions isn’t going any-
where. Whether the attorney 
general considers that a re-
prieve or a punishment, only 
he knows.

Rich Lowry is editor of the Na-
tional Review.

(c) 2018 by King Features 
Synd., Inc. 

Photo by Robert S. Morton

Way to Go!
 Jonathan Capone, coordinator of the Unified Sports 

Program in West Haven, receives the Way to Go award 
Feb. 27 at West Haven High School from, from left, 
Lisa Francis, Cassandra Nieves, Jazmine Anchette and 
Viola Waldo on behalf of the West Haven Interagency 
Network for Children. Capone, the high school’s ath-
letic director, was nominated by the four members of 
the West Haven Parent Support Group for children 
with special needs for his “support and dedication in 
coordinating the Unified Sports Program and oversee-
ing the many student volunteers and partner athletic 
teams and coaches.” Capone is involved in soccer, 
basketball, track and the annual bowling tournament. 
The Way to Go program honors teachers, therapists 
and coaches who go above and beyond to help chil-
dren and establish better relationships with families 
and providers. 

Elderly, disabled 
offered tax relief

Assessor Ann Marie Gradoia 
is accepting applications for 
tax relief programs for elderly 
and disabled homeowners.

Residents can apply for the 
programs, based on their 2017 
incomes, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
weekdays, through May 15, in 
the assessor’s office on the first 
floor of City Hall, 355 Main St.

The state elderly and 
disabled homeowners 
program offers tax reduction 
benefits depending on income 
and marital status.

To qualify, the applicant or 
spouse must be 65 or older by 
Dec. 31, 2017, or permanently 
and totally disabled as defined 
by Social Security.

Income limits, including 
Social Security, are $43,000 for 
a married couple and $35,300 
for a single person.

To qualify for the West 
Haven senior tax freeze 
program, the applicant must 
be 70 years old by the end of 
the previous calendar year 
and have lived in the city for 
20 consecutive years.

Income limits, excluding 
Social Security, are $50,000 for 
a married couple and $35,000 
for a single person. Those 
eligible for the program must 
reapply each year.



Orange Office  236 Boston Post Road, Orange, CT 06477 203.795.6000 | 203.795.2700
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may 
include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. ©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing 
Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 

COLDWELL BANKER

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

WE HAVE THE MARKET! The #1 Real Estate Company in New Haven County!  

T h i n k i n g  o f  S e l l i n g ?   T h e  S p r i n g   Ma r k e t  i s He r e !  C a l l  Us  T o d a y !

956 Ocean Avenue
$414,500

76 Bluff Avenue
$239,900

87 May Street
$135,000

2 Franklin Road
$274,900

129 South Street
$219,900

126 Pheasant Road
$159,900

146 Canton Street
$160,000

225 South Street
$219,500

159 West Walk
$181,000

6 Hazel Street
$399,000

243 Park Street
$289,900

222 Park Street
$249,900

25 Lawncrest Road
$219,900

221 Park Street
$229,999

108 Laurel Street
$210,000

53 North Place
$149,900

63  Hemlock Street
$144,900

276 West Walk 
$100,000
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Easter is Sunday April 1st

Boynton reaches
fund threshold 

 Local 117th District state representative Democratic candidate 
Cindy Wolfe Boynton is pleased to announce she has surpassed 
the fund-raising goals needed to pre-qualify for Connecticut’s 
Citizens Election Program (CEP) just a few weeks after an-
nouncing her candidacy. 

“The support I’ve received has been overwhelming. I am 
humbled and beyond excited,” said Boynton, a Milford resi-
dent. “I believe I earned the funds so quickly because people 
know me and my work, and because my community believes in 
my commitment to them.” 

To pre-qualify for the Citizens Election Program, which helps 
ensure the integrity of state elections by prohibiting the influ-
ence of “big money in politics and elections,” Boynton needed 
to collect at least $5,500, and 165 contributions from residents 
of the 117th District, which includes Milford, Orange and West 
Haven. This week, she exceeded those amounts. 

“Every day, it becomes more and more clear that Connecticut 
needs new leadership, new ideas and a new direction,” Boynton 
said. “We also need legislators able to work across party lines, 
so that people—and not politics—come first. That’s the kind of 
legislator I will be: one who brings people together, truly listens 
to her constituents and works hard to create a better quality of 
life for those who live in the 117th District and throughout Con-
necticut.” 

A writer, college professor, local volunteer and activist, Boyn-
ton’s professional background includes more than 11 years as a 
reporter and editor for the Milford Citizen and Elm City News-
papers; 15 years as a regular correspondent for The New York 
Times; and nine years as editor of Better Health magazine. She’s 
also the author of two local history books, “Remarkable Women 
of Hartford” and “Connecticut’s Witch Trials: The First Panic in 
the New World,” as well as two plays that made their debuts on 
New York City’s 42nd Street, just steps off Broadway. 

Boynton also is the owner/operator of a small business, Spir-
its of Milford Ghost Walks, and an adjunct college English and 
Communications professor at the Yale School of Medicine, Uni-
versity of New Haven, and Quinnipiac University,.
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Gripevine Gripevine By Eleanore TurkingtonBy Eleanore Turkington

TURKINGTON

Dear Eleanore Turkington:
I have been waiting to write 

to Gripe Vine for a long time 
with my gripe, but kept hold-
ing my complaint off, hoping 
someone else would express 
their feelings on this issue. My 
issue is why motorists do not 
put their headlights on during 
the daylight hours when driv-
ing on the roads in this state?

No doubt, many of your 
readers have encountered, as I 
do, motorists who do not use 
their headlights in the day-
time.  Sometimes it’s foggy 
outside, or not too clear in the 
early mornings, or just before 
it rains. Don’t they realize that 
when their headlights are on, 
their taillights go on as well, 
protecting the car behind them 
if a quick stop is necessary?

I am under the impression 
that it’s the law to run your 
headlights during the day. 
Can you tell me what the story 
is on this law?

LO
Dear LO:

I did some research and 
came up with some very inter-

esting information.
First, the Connecticut Law 

requires a motor vehicle to 
display its headlights and 
other required lighting de-
vices from one half-hour after 
sunset to one half-hour before 
sunrise and at any time when, 
due to insufficient light or un-
favorable atmospheric condi-
tions, people or vehicles are 
not clearly discernable at a 
distance of at any time when, 
due to insufficient light or un-
favorable atmospheric condi-
tions, people or vehicles are 
not clearly discernable at a 
distance of 500 feet or during 
any period of precipitation 
such as rain, snow, or fog.

LO while I was researching 
your inquiry, I discovered a 
few interesting laws we all 
should be aware of as well.

If you find yourself driv-
ing with only one headlight, 
you can be pulled over for 
one headlight being out as it 
amounts to the vehicle being 
defective and unsafe- assum-
ing that it is after dark.

Is it legal to drive with your 

interior lights on? Yes, it is il-
legal.
Gripe Vine Readers:

Just to keep you updated, I 
have sent out six outstanding 
complaints to a representative 
in the mayor’s office 11 days 
ago and have not received a 
response yet. A second request 
for reader’s complaints was 
sent out today.  Please watch 
Gripe Vine for results of your 
inquiries.

Coming up…Obstructed 
view from tree on Laurel and 

Soundview…left turn sig-
nal at Elm and Campbell not 
working…uniformed garbage 
and recycling cans request for 
West Haven…cracked side-
walk on Elm Street…speed-
ing continuing on Benham 
Hill and Hubbard…and much 
more.

~~~
Send your gripes, questions 

and comments to gripevine-
4wh@aol.com or mail them to 
Gripe Vine c/o West Haven 
Voice, 666 Savin Ave .

Medicare Seminars
at the West Haven Public Library

Join Margie Ford from Bankers Life and learn about Medicare! 
 

Monday, March 19th, Health Expenses: 6-7pm 
 

Monday, April 16th, Extended Care: 6-7pm 
 

Monday, April 30th, Final Expense/Legacy Planning: 6-7pm 
 

Registration is preferred. 
 

To sign up, call the Reference department at (203) 937-4233 ext. 4512. 

West Haven Public Library 
300 Elm Street 

West Haven, CT 06516

Taxpayers can appeal assessments
The Board of Assessment Appeals will hear appeals of real 

estate and personal property assessments on the 2017 grand list 
by appointment during March in the assessor’s office at City 
Hall.

The board will also hear appeals of motor vehicle assessments 
on the 2016 supplemental motor vehicle grand list that received 
a tax bill due Jan. 1.

Any property owner who wants to appeal an assessment must 
submit a written application to the board. The assessor’s office 
must receive the completed form to have it stamped in by 5 p.m. 
Feb. 20. Applications are available in the assessor’s office on the 
first floor of City Hall, 355 Main St., or by calling (203) 937-3515. 



Located directly on Long Island Sound

588 Ocean Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516

203-931-2510
www.seacrestweb.com

Luxurious
Affordable

Assisted & Memory Care

 Historian’s corner                                   Historian’s corner                                   By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine
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Fitzgerald’s Florist
 The year was 1957.  President 

Eisenhower was in the White 
House and the Cold War was 
in full swing.  The average 
American was earning $4500 
per year and gas cost twenty 
four cents per gallon; and 
a Swanson TV dinner cost 
seventy five cents.  In the 
evenings, families gathered 
around the television’s small 
screen to watch Gunsmoke 
in fuzzy black-and-white.   
Elvis Presley was singing 
a song about a Teddy Bear.  
And it was in that year that 
Fitzgerald’s Florist became a 
West Haven business.

 Julia “Judy” Fitzgerald 
had grown up on Anderson 
Avenue near Beach Street.  In 
1948, she and her husband 
purchased a home at 281 
Campbell Ave., next to the old 
American Buckle Company 
factory, and across the street 
from Heller’s Grocery Store.  

Judy was quite an avid gar-
dener; almost immediately, 
she planted flowerbeds in 
their back yard.  The flowers 
were the talk of the neighbor-
hood, and neighbors began to 
stop by regularly, to compli-
ment Judy on her talents and 
her creations.

 By 1957, her hobby had 
grown into a business, and 
Judy built a greenhouse, 
which was followed by a 
potting shed.  The business 
developed in an unusual spot 
to say the least—it was located 
behind the family home, and 
thus was almost invisible 
to those driving by.  A sign, 
“Fitzgerald’s Greenhouse” 
was all that gave it away.

 The 1950s and early 1960s 
were much more formal times, 
and West Haveners stopped 
by to purchase corsages for 
holidays and flowers for their 
Sunday dinner tables.  Or 
sometimes, they would just 

stop by to talk—those times 
were much less hectic than in  
our present world.    Easter 
and Thanksgiving bouquets 
were much more common-
place than they are today.  

 Fitzgerald’s grew into a 
modest, steady business, and 
Judy began to enroll in what 
would become a broad variety 
of correspondence courses 
on horticulture, floriculture, 
and floral design; she took 
her business very seriously 
indeed!  In time, she passed 
her love of flowers on to her 
daughters, Rosemary and 
Maggi, who are both, still very 
active with their mother in the 
business.

 Fitzgerald’s has weathered 
the many economic cycles 
which have taken place in the 
last 50 years, while some other 
West Haven florist shops have 
not been so fortunate:  West 
Haven Flower Shop, Morelli’s, 
Sidera’s and Wayside have all 

departed from the scene over 
the years.  

 When asked what she 
likes best about the business, 
daughter Rosemary Fitzgerald 
says, “It’s great to work with 

family for your whole life, 
doing something you love, 
carrying on a tradition, and 
making a living at it.”  Here’s 
to another 50 years of success 
for Fitzgerald’s Florist.

The sign out front Fitzgerald’s has been announcing one of 
the city’s oldest and most successful businesses for 61 years.

City Photo

Renewing the oath
 Mayor Nancy R. Rossi swears in University of New Haven police Officer Vincent O’Banner 

on Feb. 26 at City Hall. Rossi also swore in UNH Assistant Chief Donald F. Parker. Both were 
re-sworn in according to state statute, which requires all campus police to renew their oath 
every two years.



West Haven's Diamond Center. We can finance your purchase for up to 60 months. Trade ins welcome
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Continued from page 1
balanced, and more 
importantly necessary,” she 
said. “There will be no tax 
increase included in the city’s 
budget and we will maintain 
our most critical services. 
This budget proposal is just 
the beginning of many tough 
decisions that will have to 
be made to improve West 
Haven’s financial health.”

Education is more than half 
of the city’s budget, and Ros-
si was asked what the city’s 
Education Department could 
expect in the way of this year’s 
spending. She wasn’t encour-
aging.

“The Board of Education will 
receive a modest increase in 
funding but unfortunately it 
is much less than they request-
ed.  I wish the city was in a po-
sition to better fund the school 
board’s request but the truth 
and fact is that we are not. I 
am confident that the Board of 
Education and the Superinten-
dent will be resourceful and 
successful in reducing their 
budget to match the available 
funding appropriation,” she 

said.
As far as what the bottom 

line will be – larger or smaller 
than the current budget – Ros-
si was noncommittal.

“The recommended budget 
is not final and I continue to 
make changes, but I expect 
that the bottom line will be 
very close to last year’s bud-
get. We cannot afford growth 
in the budget and had to sig-
nificantly cut expenditures 
and positions to hold the line 
on spending,” she said.

Once the budget is proposed 
this afternoon, the council will 
set a date for a public hear-
ing. Following the hearing 
the council goes through a 
six-week review of the budget 
before finalizing it in an ordi-
nance on the first Thursday 
of May, according to the city 
charter. 

During the review the coun-
cil may make alterations in the 
budget, but over the years that 
has been a mountain to climb. 
Under the charter, a nine-vote 
supermajority on the 13-mem-
ber council must vote in the 
affirmative in order to make 

changes.
One way or the other, the city 

will have a budget in place by 
May 3. 

The charter currently re-
quires the council either ac-
cepts or modifies the budget, 
but it cannot reject it. 

A vote to reject means the 
budget proposed by the may-
or goes into effect by default. 

That has happened twice in 
the city’s history. 

 

Continued from page 1
serves Sacred Heart Church in Suffield, will offer an Irish 
blessing. 2013 Parade Queen Fiona Stewart, of Meriden, will 
sing “The Star-Spangled Banner” and the Irish national anthem, 
“Soldier’s Song,” followed by a greeting from Rossi.

Joined by his wife of 27 years, the former Donna Hackett, 
Walsh will then pull off a shroud revealing the rectangular sign.

His father-in-law, William “Bill” Hackett, will also accompany 
him at the ceremony, along with siblings and other in-laws.

Hackett and his wife, the late Carol Little Hackett, were West 
Haven’s Irish Couple of the Year in 1996.

Walsh and his wife live on Bellevue Avenue in West Shore. 
They have two children, Jane Walsh, 25, of Nashville, Tennes-
see, and Coleman W. Walsh III, 22, of West Haven.

Walsh: Feted Friday

Budget: Session is today

Submitted Photo

Pinewood Derby
Cub Scout Pack 288 held its annual Pinewood Derby Saturday at First Congregational Church. 

Winners of the Cub Scout D ivision were: Grayson Graniello, 1st Place; Jacob Nealy, 2nd Place; 
Eddie Fagnani, 3rd Place; Gabe Greengas, Best in Show; Cameron Edge, Safest Driver. Win-
ners of the Sibling Division were: Marissa Payne, 1st Place; Josh Greengas, 2nd Place; Amanda 
Fagnani, 3rd Place; Aleyshia Gonzalez, Best in Show; Safest Driver, Jaylin Edge. Winners of the 
Adult division were: Dave Fagnani, 1st Place; Dennis Gagne; 2nd Place; Pat Nealy, 3rd Place; 
Sara Evans, Best in Show; Mike Kuczynski, Safest Driver.
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CONFERENCE SPEAKERS:
Nancy Rossi 
Mayor of West Haven, CT

Nageen Riffat 
Business Strategist, Coach & Trainer

Nancy Butler 
National Speaker, Author and Business Coach

Cathy Bradley 
Chairperson, Prindle Hill Construction & Engineering

PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE:
www.westhavenchamber.com/WLC18

MAIL PAYMENT & NAMES OF GUESTS: 
West Haven Chamber of Commerce
355 Main St, West Haven, CT 06516 
        OR
Orange Chamber of Commerce 
605 Orange Center Rd, Orange, CT 06477

QUESTIONS:
West Haven Chamber of Commerce
info@westhavenchamber.com
(203) 933-1500

Orange Chamber of Commerce
director@orangectchamber.com
(203) 795-3328

WOMEN’S
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Wednesday, April 11, 2018
Cielo Banquet Ballroom  
at the West Haven Italian American Club 
85 Chase Lane, West Haven, CT  
9:00am – 12:30pm

Tickets:  
$20 Conference Fee* 
$10 Sponsor a Student 

*Includes Continental Breakfast 

Moderated by: 
Jocelyn Maminta, Health Reporter
WTNH News 8

Presented by West Haven & Orange Women In Business 
A Joint Committee of the Chambers 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRAM BOOK ADS AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE

W.O.W.
West Haven & Orange Women in Business
A joint committee of the West Haven and Orange Chambers

PRESENTED BY:

JOIN US FOR A MORNING OF NETWORKING, INSPIRATION AND FUN!

Submitted Photo

‘Paint for a 
Cure’ 

The Lions Club of West Ha-
ven participated in the “Paint 
for A Cure” for the American 
Diabetes Association. Local 
artists, including members 
from other Lions’ chapters, 
came out to participate, with 
food supplies by the West 
Haven Pizza Works. Thanks 
go to Alicia Cobb, artist/in-
structor, for her help in mak-
ing the event a success. The 
proceeds will go directly to 
the ADA.

Tax help offered
by Senior Center

The West Haven Senior 
Center is offering a free 
tax preparation service to 
help low- to middle-income 
taxpayers.

The AARP Tax-Aide 
program is available by 
appointment from 9-11 a.m. 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
at the Noble Community 
Center, 201 Noble St.

Special attention is given to 
help those 50 and older fill out 
federal tax forms.
Senior Center trips

The West Haven Senior  
Center is off ering the follow-
ing trips:

Westchester Broadway The-
ater - to see Sister Act, April 5, 
$89 per-person waiting list;

Foxwoods Casino-Tuesday, 
March 27,  $25 per person.  
Bonus $10 at restaurant or 
free buff et, $10 slot play.  Bus 
leaves at 8: a.m. Pay by check 
to West Haven Senior Trip Ac-
count;

Aqua Turf Club - Celebrate 
Italia, Tuesday, July 17, $65 per 
person; show features popu-
lar Italian singer Dominic De-
Pasquale and New England’s 
top musicians!  All entrees 
served family style (salad, 
fruit, penne with meatballs 
and sausage, chicken par-
mesan, vegetables, dessert).  
Complimentary coff ee & do-
nuts, complimentary glass of 
beer or wine and complimen-
tary door prizes.  Bus leaves 
Savin Rock Conference Center 
at 10:00 a.m.;

“The Glen Campbell Ex-
perience” – Friday, June 1, 
at Nelson Hall, Cheshire $64 
per person.  The man and his 
music; show features longtime 
professional entertainer, Jim-
my Mazz.  Trip will include 
lunch at the conservatory and 
the show at Nelson Hall at 2 
p.m.  Bus leaves 11 a.m. from 
Savin Rock Conference Cen-
ter.  

Call (203) 937-3507 for more 
information.

Voice Classifieds
work for you!

(203) 934-6397
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West  
Haven 
Public  
Library

T e c h  j o b s  a r e  
a m o n g  t h e  f a s t e s t  

g r o w i n g  i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y ,  y e t  g i r l s  

a r e  b e i n g  l e f t  
b e h i n d .  

M O N D A Y S  4 : 0 0 - 5 : 0 0  P M  

A P R I L  9 ,  1 6 ,  2 3 ,  3 0  

M A Y  7 ,  1 4 ,  2 1  

J U N E  4 ,  1 1

G i r l s . . . S i g n  u p  f o r  a l l  
1 0  G i r l s  W h o  C o d e  

s e s s i o n s ! ! ! !  
E a r n  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  

u p o n  c o m p l e t i o n ! ! ! !

Grades 6-12. Space is limited. 

Advanced registration is required in the 

Graham Room.

203-937-4233 

westhavenlibrary.org

Dem town panel
shuffles leaders
after landslide

 Following a primary that befuddled even the most veteran 
of political observers, the new Democratic Town Committee 
had its organizational meeting last night, March 14. The March 
6 primary turned expectations on their head when nine of 10 
electoral districts went for the Rossi team of candidates, giving 
the mayor’s faction of the party control of the 60-member town 
committee.

 Swept away following the vote were Chairman James Mor-
rissey and the majority of his supporters that controlled the par-
ty’s fortunes since the accession of Edward M. O’Brien as mayor 
in 2012. Back into power were the former supporters of former 
Mayor John M. Picard, which now is under the solid leadership 
of Mayor Nancy Rossi and her team.

When the votes were in Rossi’s group swept all but the ninth 
district. In the onslaught Morrissey and O’Brien, who were can-
didates in the Eighth District, were turned out.

Asked the win, Mayor Nancy Rossi said going into the vote no 
one was sure what was going to happen.

“We were not sure how the Town Committee primary was go-
ing to turn out. We were certainly hopeful that we would win 
the majority of seats. We have a lot of new faces and energy 
within our team and I think it bodes well for the future of the 
Democratic Party,” she said.

 She said the result was a vote of confidence by the Democratic 
voters of the city in what her new administration is trying to 
accomplish. 

“We worked hard to contact as many Democrats as possible 
and let them know what our plans were for the future of the 
party if we were successful,” she said.  “We were very pleased 
with the outcome and I think the result shows the confidence 
that people have in our promise of instilling honesty, integrity, 
and transparency.” 

Asked about the slate of office, particularly the chairman, prior 
to the meeting she said discussions were still ongoing.

“The slate of officers is currently being discussed among the 
newly elected town committee members and will be presented 
at the meeting,” she said.

 As the new leader of the party, Rossi was said she had her own 
set of goals for the party as it maps a new direction.

“The Democratic Party needs to become more transparent 
and accessible to the members of the party,” she said. “The 
60 members elected to the Town Committee have the respon-
sibility to represent the more than 10,000  Democrats in West 
Haven. The Town Committee should be more involved in the 
community and meetings and events open to the public. The 
Town Committee›s most important responsibility is to recruit 
and energize members and nominate and elect the most quali-
fied candidates for local, state and national office.”

 As far as those who opposed her team, she said she extended 
an olive branch.

“We appreciate the time and effort people put into commu-
nity service and public office. We hope our opponents in this 
past election will join us to work together in strengthening and 
uniting the Democratic Party in West Haven. The words have 
been said many times in the past but we truly want a cohesive 
and united party. We will reach out and welcome the help of all 
Democrats,” she said.

While Rossi did not indicate who would chair the new panel, 
there were indications a strong candidate for the post going into 
the Wednesday vote was Michael Last, Rossi’s campaign chair-
man and City Treasurer.

Last was the architect behind Rossi’s upset victory last Novem-
ber, and a leading voice of the need to get the city’s fiscal house 
in order. A former councilman-at-large, he was the chairman of 
the Finance Committee during his term.

West Haven Garden Club slates confab
The West Haven Garden Club will hold its monthly meeting 

on Thursday, April 12, at St. Louis Church on 89 Bull Hill Road 
at 11:30 a.m.   After the meeting a luncheon will follow and our 
program will be Amanda Chase speaking on Dahlias.  $5 for 
guests.  For further information please call Iris at (203) 937-1674.

Voice Classifieds
work for you!

Try us out!
(203) 934-6397
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Knights squads finish seasons
 It’s CIAC state tournament time on 

the local high school sports scene. It’s 
win, or put the uniform away time 
and unfortunately the season came to 
an end for basketball and hockey last 
week. 

The lone winter sports team still left 
participating is the swim team.

Basketball -- The basketball team 
saw its season come to an end with 
a 70-50 loss to second-ranked Notre 
Dame of Fairfield on Thursday, March 
8 in a game played at the Pit Center at 
Sacred Heart University. 

The Green Knights hung tough in 
an evenly-played first quarter that 
saw the score 11-11 when the buzzer 
sounded. Notre Dame pulled within 
20-17 on a Trevon Setzer-Smith reverse 
layup late in the second stanza. How-
ever, the Lancers Tyler Bourne went on 

a personal 11-0 run and ND Fairfield 
raced out to a 31-20 halftime edge. 

Needing a strong start to the sec-
ond half, the exact opposite happened 
as the Lancers went on an 11-1 run as 
they built a 42-21 lead early in the sec-
ond half to take control of the game. 
Connor Raines led all Green Knight 
scorers with 14 points. 

Captain Michael Brooks and Alec 
Kinder ended their careers with 
11-point outings. Notre Dame won its 
opening round game when Raines tal-
lied 30 points in a convincing win over 
Northwest Catholic. ND ended its sea-
son with a 17-8 record.

Hockey -- Wednesday’s first-round 
CIAC game with Darien showed the 
beauty and heartache of the one and 
done format all rolled into one game. 
After falling behind 2-0 in the first pe-

riod, fourth-seeded Notre Dame ral-
lied for two goals and had tremendous 
pressure late in the third period. 

However, Connor McCarthy’s goal 
just three minutes into overtime ended 
Notre Dame’s season in heartbreaking 
fashion. 

Michael Ansaldo pulled ND within 
2-1 on a rebound goal and Ian Hayden 
tallied the equalizer scoring short-
handed early in the third period. 

Notre Dame outshot 13th-seed 
Darien 41-29 but Henri Pfeifle made 39 
saves in a valiant effort. 

Brendan Crowley made 19 saves 
over the final 33 minutes after entering 
the game late in the first period. ND 
ended its season with a 12-10 record.

Swimming -- The CIAC Class M 
Swimming Championships began on 
Friday, March 9 and continued on Sat-

urday, March 10 with the diving and 
swim trials in Class M. 

The three-day event will conclude 
with the CIAC Class M Swim Cham-
pionships at Wesleyan early this past 
week. Notre Dame qualified two div-
ers and both finished in the top 20. 
Michael Iasalvatore placed 16th with 
286.00 points while David Albright fin-
ished 20th with 258.95 points. 

You can view David’s final dive as 
a Green Knight on the school’s Twit-
ter and Instagram social media outlets. 
We will report on the championship 
swim meet next week.

~~~
You can get all the latest athletic 

news, scores, and more by following 
@NDWHAthletics on Twitter, Insta-
gram, and Periscope while frieNDing 
the @NDWHAthletics Facebook group.

Westies done!
Duo All-Staters

The West Haven boys hockey traveled to the campus of Wes-
leyan University on Friday afternoon to take on the three-seed-
ed Xavier Falcons in the first round of the CIAC tournament.  
The Falcons took an early 1-0 lead just 2:31 into the game when 
they cashed in on a rebound in front of Logan Cole that was 
shot in between Cole and a diving Ryan Smith.  

The Blue Devils had a chance a few minutes later when Nick 
Boanno had a breakaway but was denied by the Falcons’ goal-
tender.

Logan Cole made several, spectacular saves to keep the score 
close in the first period but, 46 seconds into the second period 
Xavier extended its lead to 2-0.  The Falcons increased their 
lead to 3-0 and then with 3:43 left in the game sealed the victory 
with their fourth goal of the afternoon for the 4-0 final.

Congratulations to Veronica Lynn and Taylor Nowak on be-
ing selected to the Connecticut High School Girls Hockey As-
sociation All-State Team.  

It was the second year in a row that Lynn, who is a junior, has 
 been recognized with All-State honors.  

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Busy night
West Haven’s Logan Cole’s makes one of his many saves vs. the Xavier Falcons. The Westies 

were one and done in the CIAC hockey tournament, last week.

The 58th anniversary of the Casey-O’Brien Chapter of the National Football Foundation and 
College Hall of Fame Scholar Athlete awards dinner will be held on Friday April 6 at Fantasia 
Banquet Facility 404 Washington Ave. North Haven. A reception will begin at 5:30 pm with the 
march to the head table at 6:30 p.m.

Twenty-nine high school and prep school athletes who play football will be honored for aca-
demic excellence, leadership and citizenship. 

“Once again we will be honoring an outstanding group of young men,” said Bill O’Brien 
chapter president. “Their accomplishments in the classroom, on the field and in the community 
bring honor and distinction to their parents, their schools and their community.” 

In addition the Chapters Distinguished American Award will be presented to Yale Athletic 
Director Tom Beckett,  who will retire in June. 

“Tom Beckett has had an illustrious 24 year career at Yale. His achievements over the years at 
Yale are legendary,” said O’Brien. “New and improved athletic facilities, significant growth in 
athletic endowment, 128 championships, 73 Ivy League titles, 43 Olympic athletes and 337 All 
Americans in all sports are simply amazing.”  

The Chapter Award of Merit will be presented to Yale Coach Tony Reno who led the Bull-
dog’s to the 2017 Ivy League championship, the school’s first outright league title since 1980. 
Yale finished with a 9-1 record with their only blemish being a one point loss to Dartmouth. For 
his success he earned Coach of the Year honors from the New England Football Writers and the 
Gridiron Club of Boston.  Other award winners include Richard J. Moran, Jr. of North Haven, a 
27-year member of the New Haven Football Officials Association who will receive the Officials 
Recognition Award and Daniel Hand football coach David Mastroianni who will receive the 
Coach of the Year Award for leading the Tigers to a 12-1 record, the Class L Championship and 
the No. 3 state ranking.

Tickets can be purchased for $50 each by sending a check payable to the “National Football 
Foundation’ to Donna Limone, 10 Ludlow Court, Branford 06405 or calling her at (203) 481-8375.

See www.newhavenfootballfoundation.com for further information   

Paine, Geter named NFF Scholar-Athletes

 Frank Paine of Milford with his mother Christine and 
coach Joe DeCaprio

Mekhi Geter with mother Shunndale Cooper and coach 
Rich Boshea
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WestieBlue.com

For all your West Haven sports, visit 
www.westieblue.com

Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni 

Photos     Videos     Player of the Week     WH Championship teams
Future Westies     Alumni     Hall of Fame WH News and Notes

Team Leaders     Statistics     Coaches Information     Coaches Corner 
And more 

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site 
Contact Mike Madera 

Phone: (203) 530-1322 
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com 

Squirt A, Peewee A both ousted in tourney
The West Haven Squirt A 

travel hockey team concluded 
the 2017-18 season by compet-
ing in the Connecticut 10U 
Squirt Tier 3 state champion-
ships last weekend at the Dan-
bury Ice Arena.  The Blue Dev-
ils were the No. 9 seed in the 
12-team tournament and went 
0-2-1 in round-robin play.

West Haven fi nished its suc-
cessful season with a 32-16-4 
overall record.  Highlights 
from the campaign include 
a 17-game winning streak, 
winning the 2017 Steel City 
(PA) Columbus Day Shoot-
out championship, earning 
the No. 1 seed and advanc-
ing to the semifi nals of the 
2018 Ocean State (RI) Clas-
sic, sweeping Hamden in the 
“Winter Classic” home and 
away, and defeating Ridge-
fi eld at the Barclays Center 
(NY), the home ice of the New 
York Islanders.

The Westies opened play in 
the Tier 3 state championship 
tournament on Friday night 
facing the top seed, Avon A.  
Avon had defeated the Blue 
Devils three times during the 
season, including 5-2 and 7-1 
wins in the last two weeks.  
Avon jumped on the score-
board early by scoring just 
nine seconds into the game.  
The Westies did not flinch 
though and worked to tie the 
score at 1-1 with 2:54 left in the 
period.  Thomas Porto’s initial 
shot was saved but Zach Goe-
tze pounced on the rebound 
and backhanded the puck in 
the net.

Jacob Silva was brilliant in 
net during the second period 
as he turned away 14 shots 
and kept it knotted at 1-1.  The 
score remained tied until West 
Haven went on a power play 
with two minutes left in the 
game, setting up a wild finish.  
Despite the man advantage, 
it was Avon who capitalized 
with a short-handed goal with 
1:52 remaining.  

West Haven continued to 
apply pressure and, just as the 
penalty expired, Dylan Bos-
worth’s shot from the right 
point deflected up and over 
the goalie to even it again at 

2-2.  Thirty seconds later, Por-
to cashed in another rebound, 
with Ethan Kelly and Goe-
tze assisting, and the Westies 
went up 3-2.  

But Avon tallied with 
10.5 seconds remaining in the 
game and each team earned 
a point in the standings. Sil-
va finished with a total of 33 
saves.

With a short turnaround, 
the Westies faced fifth-seed-
ed ECHO A early Saturday 
morning. 

The Blue Devils opened 
the scoring in the first pe-
riod when Goetze picked the 
pocket of a defenseman and 
fed Brady Price in front.  Price 
roofed the puck for a 1-0 lead 
4:53 into the game.  

The Blue Devils extended 
the lead to 2-0 about five min-
utes later.  Matthew Kelly slid 
the puck ahead to Goetze who 
raced in and backhanded it 
toward the net.  Porto calmly 
collected the puck and cooly 
deposited it in the back of the 
cage with 2:38 remaining in 
the first.

ECHO scored a power play 
goal 3:33 into the second pe-
riod and then tied the game at 
2-2 with 1:32 left in the second.  
In the final minute, Goetze 
fired a shot from distance that 
the goalie could not handle 
and Porto flew in to tap home 
the loose puck and give the 
Westies a 3-2 lead going into 
the third period.  

Goetze was just wide, Sean 
Studley just missed a one-
timer from Ethan Kelly, and 
Porto rang one off the post as 
the Westies tried to add to the 
lead in the third.  ECHO tied 
the game and took the lead 
with a pair of goals in the final 
three minutes, and then added 
an empty netter in the final 
seconds, for the hard-fought, 
5-3 decision.  Silva was again 
outstanding in net for West 
Haven and kept the team in 
the game with 29 saves.

Later on Saturday, the Wes-
ties faced the Wonderland 
Wizards A team in a must-win 
game to advance to the cross-
overs.  The Wizards blanked 
the Westies, 7-0, just a few 

weeks earlier.  Undaunted, 
the Blue Devils showed their 
character by playing spirited 
hockey at both ends of the 
rink.  Silva was strong again 
and made several spectacular 
saves throughout the game.

Despite being down, 2-0, 
midway through the second 
period and having lost Bos-
worth to an injury, the Westies 
would not give in.  

On a power play, Goetze 
found Porto in the left circle 
and Porto went five-hole to cut 
the Wizards’ lead to  2-1.  The 
Wizards scored twice more, 
and had a 4-1 lead in the third 
period, but again the Westies 
refused to quit.  

Studley won a battle for the 
puck along the boards and 
sent it ahead to Ethan Kelly.  
Kelly deked through two de-
fenders and fired home a wrist 
shot to cut the lead to 4-2.  

The Wizards eventually 
scored the final goal and end-
ed the Westies’ season with a 
5-2 result.  Silva finished the 
game with 36 saves.

The West Haven Peewee A 
travel hockey team concluded 
its season in the Tier 3 state 
tournament at the Wonder-
land of Ice in Bridgeport this 
past weekend. The Westies 
were 0-1-2 in the tournament 
and missed the quarterfi nals 
by one point.

West Haven opened the 
tournament with a 2-2 tie 
against the fourth-seeded 
Norwalk Roughriders. West 
Haven took a 1-0 lead when 
Mickey Dowd scored on a 
breakaway with 5:12 left in the 
opening period, but Norwalk 
scored twice in one minute to 
take a 2- 1 lead with 3:15 left in 
the opening period. 

Despite solid play by both 
teams, the score remained that 
way until the closing seconds. 
Nolan Cole picked up a loose 
puck off  the boards, broke in 
and scored with 5.9 seconds 
remaining in regulation to 
even the game at two. 

The Westies returned to ac-
tion Friday evening in Bridge-
port and played fi fth-seeded 
Wallingford. After a scoreless 
fi rst period in which goal-

tender Brendan Smith was 
outstanding with several big 
saves, Wallingford took a 1-0 
lead with a power play goal 
3:18 into the second. 

West Haven evened the 
game with 4:05 left in the mid-
dle period when Colin Deane 
chipped the puck ahead to 
Nolan Cole. Cole streaked 
down the right side and fed a 
perfect pass across the crease 
which Michael Madera direct-

ed in for the equalizer. 
West Haven had some gold-

en opportunities in the fi nal 15 
minutes, but could not capital-
ize. 

Needing a win on Saturday 
to advance to the quarterfi -
nals, West Haven fell to Ridge-
fi eld AA. 

Madera scored the lone West 
Haven goal when he knocked 
in a rebound of a Deane short 
in the third period.   

Photo by Russ McCreven

Hitched
The Celtics’ Khani Wright 

and the Spurs’ Wade Shef-
field get all tangled up in this 
battle for the ball.  The annu-
al end-of-season playoffs are 
now underway.



 

EASTER FESTIVAL 
& 

CRAFT FAIR 
Where:  First Congregational Church     
   of West Haven – on the Green 
   464 Campbell Ave 
When:    Saturday, March 17                   
   9am—2:30p 

Proceeds benefit Alex’s Kitchen, WHEAT, the Steeple Fund, and Silver 
Lake Camp Scholarship Fund! 

Pictures with the Easter Bunny 
11am—2:00pm!! 

Our kitchen will be waking you up with delicious breakfast 
sandwiches, yummy coffee cake, coffee, and tea. Lunch will 

include creamy potato soup, toasty grilled corned beef or grilled 
cheese sandwiches, chicken nuggets, and more! 

              

Our Festival includes: CRAFT VENDORS, SWEET HOMEMADE 
CANDIES, SILENT AUCTION, EASTER BASKET RAFFLE, CLOTHES 
CLOSET, BOOK SALE, WHITE ELEPHANT SALE, a YUMMY BAKE 

SALE, and our S.E.R.R.V. SHOP (gifts from around the world) 
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Volunteer Open House At 

W.H.E.A.T. 
 

West Haven Emergency Assistance Taskforce – W.H.E.A.T. –  
will be having an open house on Saturday March 24th from 9 – Noon  

for anyone interested in volunteering. 
 

We need receptionists, pantry workers, and  
people to process clients so that they can receive food. 

 
The volunteer hours are Tuesdays – Fridays, 2-4:30 p.m.   

and 
the third Saturday of each month from 9-noon. 

 
All are welcome.   

Please contact us at 203-931-9877 or email wheatcharity@sbcglobal.net  
if you have questions. 

Photo by Russ McCreven

Legal pick
The Piston’ Gianni Gambardella uses teammate Dwight 

Francis’ screen in Kelley Camp gym Fundamental League ac-
tion last weekend.

Photo by Russ McCreven

Looking for help
Brandan Spreyer  of the Green Machine squad is desper-

ate  for an outlet pass before  the Tar Heels can force a turn-
over.  The Green Machine and Tar Heels are joining in this 
week’s playoffs at the Bailey Middle School gym.

Fight for control
David Mendez and Joel Gordon, Jr. clash in a rebound bat-

tle at the Bailey gym last Saturday morning. Youth Basketball 
League teams are finalizing their playoff schedules given the 
cooperation of Mother Nature.
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bsg BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

Best Prices
In Town

Best Prices
In Town

184 Campbell Ave 203-934-3100
West Haven, CT 06516 emmettsautoct.com

Board Certifi ed Pediatrician

    Classifieds    Classifieds

Situations wanted
Mature male caregiver look-

ing to assist elderly person. 
Flexible hours, reasonable 
rates. Can help with shopping, 
companionship, odd jobs, etc. 
Call (203) 467-1234.

REPAIR, CARPENTRY
Sheetrocking and taping, 

repair work, water damage, 
carpentry, framing, etc. Free 
estimates. Call  Bill at (203) 889-
2901.

 FOR RENT
West Walk, beautiful 2 bed-

room beach condo for rent 
$1,500. Available May 1. No 
pets. Excellent credit. First 
month and security. Call/text 
Vikki 203 589-6495.

No go
Nick Boanno moves in on the Xavier goal during a break-

away, last week. Xavier’s goaltending and defense kept the 
Blue Devils at bay, with a 4-0 win.
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 Around TownAround Town

Westies Care names honorees
Westies Care, Inc., a recognized 501(c)(3), will host its 9th An-

nual Dinner, celebrating education and community on Monday, 
April 9, at 6 p.m. at the Cielo Ballroom, 85 Chase Lane. The Class 
of 2018 of community leaders to be honored are: Nancy Paone, 
Roberta O’Brien, State Sen. Gayle Slossberg, Ron Conlan, Rich 
Pyrdol, Angelo Vessichio and Watson Food Company. Student 
honorees will be announced next week. Tickets are $35  and 
include a full buffet dinner and dessert.  All proceeds are do-
nated to student awards and scholarships. To purchase tickets, 
become a sponsor, or donate a raffle prize, contact Phil Liscio, 
(203) 494-6021, philipliscio@gmail.com.

Bradley Point Garden Club sets confab
The Bradley Point Garden Club has scheduled its monthly for 

Tuesday, March 20 at noon in the lower level of City Hall, 355 
Main St. Luncheon is followed by presentation on orchid care. 
New members are welcome, call Marie at (203) 878-8428.

Golden Oldies Revue
The 36th anniversary edition of the Golden Oldies Revue 

is scheduled for Saturday, April 14 at the Cielo Ballroom, 85 
Chase Lane, from 8 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Michael Hoover presents 
“Memories of Elvis” at 9:30 with DJ Charles F. Resenay provid-
ing other music. Tickets are $25 per person with door prizes and 
a raffle. Proceeds will be donated to the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association. Call Geri Caccavale (203) 795-6573 or Lucy Prokop 
(203) 468-2528 for tickets.

Harugari slates two events
The Harugari Singing Society is sponsoring two events, both 

at the 66Highland Street Club Grounds, in March. On Friday, 
March 16, is an Irish Family Dinner from 5-9. Menu is a tradi-
tional corned beef and cabbage dinner with Irish music. Price is 
15. Call Barbara at (203) 645-3656  or The club (203) 933-9930 for 
reservations. 

A Family Easter Brunch & Egg Hunt is set for Sunday, March 
25 from 10-1:30. Menu is all-you-can-eat pancakes, along with 
a topping bar, coffee and dessert. The egg hunt is from 1-1:30. 
Adult price is $10 per person, children 12 and under, $5. For res-
ervations call Barbara Pokora, (203) 640-3656, or Sue Stockinger, 
(203) 932-3106.

‘Jersey Four’ sponsored by auxiliary
The West Haven Italian-American Ladies Auxiliary presents 

The Jersey Four with Anthony Ierulli, A Tribute to Frankie Val-
li and the Four Seasons, on Saturday, April 7, from 6-11 p.m. 
at the club, 85 Chase Lane. Buffet dinner, Cash bar, costs $45 
in advance, $50 at the door. Respond by March 27. For tickets, 
contact, Natalie DeRosa, (203) 915-4093 or Linda Smith, (203) 
772-5961.

Senior Group invites new members
The West Haven Italian-American Civic Association Senior 

Center is seeking new members to join its Tuesday senior gath-
ering. Come join a group of friendly seniors in an afternoon of 
good company, with Bingo, cards, trips to casinos and conver-
sations with like-minded people, and more. Meetings are at the 
club each Tuesday from 11 to 3. The cost is just $3 per week to 
cover expenses. Refreshments are off ered at no additional cost. 
Call Mickey on (203) 606-0925 for further information.



CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?

Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,

And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience

Friendly service.

CONDO FOR RENT
 West Haven – Near Orange 

town line. Huge 2 BRM, 2 bath, 
deck, pool, rent includes heat/ho-
twater, near Yale’s West Campus 
train station. $1400/month, plus 
deposit. Call (203) 934-5017.

FOR RENT
West Haven -- 3 BRM, new utili-

ties. No pets. $1200/month plus 

security. On bus line. Call (203) 
934-8506.

 FOR RENT
Room for rent, $175/week, two 

weeks security. With kitchen, 
laundry, cable. Near busline, mid-
way between Green and UNH. 
Call (203) 535-5751.

FOR RENT
Furnished Bdrm 4 Rent in West 

Haven - $670/mnth, utilities incl, 
WiFi, TV, W/D, off-street prkng – 
call Carlyn 203-997-5370

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing. 
Insured. Free estimates. Call 

(203) 506-9384.

SITUATIONS WANTED
Dependable, caring PCA to work 

for elderly person. Preferred week 
nights and weekends (nights) in 
WH area. Willing to have back-
ground check. Call (203) 933-
5054.

L&J RENTALS
STORAGE BOX 

SPACE FOR RENT
Larger-sized box spaces good 

for storing equipment, bikes, mo-
torcycles, furniture, etc. In gated-
yard with security cameras. Close 
to main roads, bus line, highway 
ramp, etc. Call office: (203) 937-
8836. 

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street 
parking, Use of penthouse meet-

ing room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview. 

(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 301

FOR RENT
Large 2-brm condo, two full 

bathrooms, w/w carpet, deck and 
kitchen. Heat/hot water inculded. 
$1350/month plus $1350 deposit. 
Call Richard Piscatelli, (203) 932-
1832,

SITUATIONS WANTED
Caregiver, homemaker, com-

panion lto live-in. 10 years’ expe-
rience.  Transportation available.
(203) 314-6424.

     Classifieds     Classifieds

Grassy Hill Auctions

Always Buying

Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments

(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone

& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken

or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &

MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old

Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &

Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,

Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,

Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,

Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical

Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial

Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney

Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,

Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk

Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern

Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,

Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…

& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore 
Owners 

(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com
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INCOME TAX

Confused by the new 
tax law? I can help you 

understand it. Over 40 years 
experience preparing taxes 
in a professional, timely and 

cost-efficient manner. No 
waiting with pick-up or drop-

off service available.
Call Bill at (203) 934-9525.
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