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City mourns ‘Tinker’ Blake

By Mike Madera

Special to the Voice

The local area has lost an
icon.

Legendary West Haven fig-
ure Thomas “Tinker” Blake
succumbed to his battle with
Multiple Systems Atrophy
Friday afternoon with his
family by his side. Blake was
60.

Blake, who was diagnosed
with MSA in 2013, fought val-
iantly for four years and was
in good spirits as late as last
week.

“Tinker was my go-to guy
for so many years,” West Ha-
ven athletic director Jon Ca-
pone said. “He helped in so
many ways behind the scenes
to make the athletic depart-
ment run smooth. Many
times I would run things by
him before making a final de-
cision. He always had great
advice. However, what I will
remember most about him
was his loyalty and commit-
ment to his family and com-
munity.”

MSA is a rare, progressive
neurodegenerative disorder
characterized by a combina-
tion of symptoms which af-
fect both the autonomic ner-
vous system and movement.

Blake, also known as the
“Voice of West Haven,”
started having issues in May
of 2012. After going through
months of tests, Blake was

diagnosed with MSA in No-
vember of 2013.

The community rallied be-
hind the ever popular Blake
with several fundraisers,
including the West Haven
Youth Hockey Association
benefit game in honor of
Blake in 2015. At Blake’s re-
quest, all proceeds went to-
wards funding the research
of Multiple Systems Atrophy.

“My father is an amaz-
ing person,” Blake’s eldest
daughter Erin said at the time
of the fundraiser. “He is the
strongest person I know. He
has been overwhelmed by
this support. The support
of everyone has been over-
whelming. It is amazing to
think of all the people who
are rallying behind my dad
and this disease. For all these
Westies and everyone to
show support for my dad has
been great.”

Blake was an active member
of the West Haven commu-
nity for many years. He was
a former coach and board
member for the West Haven
Youth Hockey Association,
as well as the president of
the West Haven High School
Penalty Box Club, which is
the parent group supporting
the West Haven High School
hockey team.

Blake was a popular public
figure, serving in various ca-
pacities throughout his life.

While he was a long-time
employee of SNET and AT&T
(1979-2008), and the Execu-
tive Assistant to the Mayor of
West Haven (2012-2013), he
will be most fondly remem-
bered for his tireless work in
the community.

“Some people you just call
great guys,” long-time ra-
dio personality and friend
of Blake’s for close to six de-
cades George DeMaio said.
“That would be Tinker Blake.
He loved West Haven and he
was all about West Haven.
He would do anything for
you. He was one of the truly
great guys, and he was one of
the nicest guys you will ever
meet.”

In a touching ceremony in
May of 2016 prior to a soft-
ball game against Hamden,
the press box of West Ha-
ven’s Frank Biondi Field was
named in Blake’s honor. The
softball team went on to de-
feat Hamden that night with
the Blake family in atten-
dance to qualify for the post-
season.

“To have my name includ-
ed at the complex with the
names Frank Fitzgerald, Ken
Strong, Whitey Piurek, Frank
Biondi and Joe McHugh is a
great thrill,” a touched Blake
said at the time. “They are
all great Westie icons. This
is something I would have
never imagined. It is a huge

THOMAS “TINKER” BLAKE

honor. I am totally humbled
by it.”

Blake was a long-time mas-
ter of ceremonies for the
West Haven High School
softball, football, girls and
boys lacrosse, girls soccer,
girls hockey, and West Haven
Hall of Fame banquets, past
president of the West Haven
Penalty Box Club, former vice
president and coach of the
West Haven Little League,
former Board of Director and
coach for West Haven Youth
Hockey, Board of Director
and dinner chairman for the

Jimmy Fund and West Haven
Twilight League, co-chair-
man of the Savin Rock Fes-
tival, and Founder and past
president of the West Haven
Football Alumni Association.
Blake, who also served as
a coach in the West Haven
Girls Basketball League and
West Haven Pop Warner
football, along with being
an assistant football coach at
West Haven High, and assis-
tant softball coach at Albertus
Magnus College, was also on
the West Haven Hall of Fame
See Westie Blue, page 12
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Watt Park opens

Friends and family of the late City Councilman
and Allingtown community activist Brent Watt
applaud as Watt Park was open on Tile Street Sat-
urday morning. The pocket park will now offer a
place of gathering and conversation for people of
Watt’'s neighborhood. City and state officials were
on hand for the opening.
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Officials
applaud
new regs

Sen. Gayle Slossberg (D-
14) joined Mayor Edward M.
O'Brien and a group of dedi-
cated West Haven residents
who have been speaking up
about the unilateral placement
of cell phone canister antennas
in Connecticut communities.
By working with their state
and local lawmakers, these
neighbors successfully ad-
vocated for a decision by the
state Public Utilities Regula-
tory Authority (PURA) to give
cities and towns more control
over where cell phone canister
antennas are placed.

“This is an important victory
for West Haven and residents
of every other community in
Connecticut that want more of
a say of what happens in their
neighborhood,” said Sloss-
berg. “I applaud the work
of these brave advocates. We
couldn’t have gotten this done
without working together. We
were the first community in
state history to successfully
fight for the fair placement of
these antennas, and thanks to
PURA’s decision, we won’t be
the last.”

“I am proud to have played
a role in securing this victory
for our community along with
Senator Slossberg, CCM, Burt
Cohen, and this dedicated
group of residents. The resi-
dents know their neighbor-
hoods best and deserve a say
in what happens where they
live. This decision has en-
sured that they will have that
opportunity,” said O’Brien.

PURA has decided to update
the procedure for the place-
ment of cell phone canister
antenna.

The new procedure will treat
the siting of these antennas
similarly to the siting of full-
sized antennas.

This will give municipali-
ties and the people who live
in them more input on where
these antennas are placed.

Slossberg introduced legisla-
tion to established new proce-
dures for cell canister antenna
siting, but PURA decided to
move forward and adopt the
new procedures, precluding
the need for further legislative
action.

Slossberg and O’Brien have
been working on this issue
with a group of West Haven
residents since Verizon an-
nounced plans to place one of
these antennas in their neigh-
borhood last year.

Residents are concerned by
the potential health risks of
having an antenna placed near
their home, along with its im-
pact on property values.

After months of advocacy,
PURA elected to deny Ve-
rizon’s proposal to install this
canister antenna.
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WHPD retirees give scholarships )
The WHPD -Retired Officers Association recently awarded its annual scholarships for high & State Farm

school seniors going into criminal justice. This year’s winners are: front row -- Marshall Al-
berino, Alex Saier, Michael Gerbase, and Brandon Moore. Top row are members Bill Conlan,
Jim McDonough, President Russ Kniehl and VP John Jarvie. Two additional $500 scholarships 1601485 State Farm, Bloomington, IL
were given in the memory of member Sgt John McDonough who passed away this year.

WERE PROUD TO HAVE HELPED LIGHT UP THE SKIES
OF WEST HAVEN THIS INDEPENDENGE DAY!

The Savin Rock Fireworks Committee were all

smiles at their recent annual dinner fundraiser. The
skies lit up brightly thanks to their hard work and
the generosity of the West Haven community. The
University of New Haven is pleased to once again
be a part of this wonderful West Haven tradition.

Pictured are members of the Savin Rock Fireworks Committee,
along with Mayor Edward M. O’Brien and University of New Haven
Associate Vice President of Public Safety and Administrative
Services Ronald Quagliani.

t | University of New Haven | A Partner in the Community
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Dear Felicia

By the time yew git this mis-
sive, honey bunch, the Fourth
of July holiday will be over,
but yew can bet yore bottom
dollar the fireworks displays,
and the rockets’ red glare
are gonna continue at least
through the rest of the week.
In the past in Cobina’s neigh-
borhood, the rockets start go-
ing off about a week before
the event — they did. They also
continue for a few days after,
maybe up to a week — we shall
see.

Tennyrate, Cobina’s gassa-
mobuggy came up with a flat
and that was Monday morn-
ing. Needless to say most auto
repair shops decided to take
an extra-long weekend and
not open up Monday. Soooo,
the gassamobuggy is by the
side o’ our street, waiting to
git a new tire. Let’s jest hope
that the flat was not the begin-
ning of a week that would best
be served by staying in bed.

Of course, with the Monday
fireworks display, yores truly
planned on spending time in

her domicile as quickly as pos-
sible As yew know traffic in
this berg on the thoid of July
is down to a crawl as people
try to git to the shore from all
points East, West and North.
That makes getting around
here a job for the not-so-faint
of heart.

The weather is fine as I write
this, so that means there will
be upwards of the 100,000 or
so they expeck to traverse to
these parts. The fack that there
is a new way to git into the city
via the highway from New
Haven is gonna make it all the
more interesting. The serpen-
tine route from Exit 43 is to say
the least not gonna make get-
ting to the shore an easy task.

Sammy Bluejay was here
t’other afternoon, and insists
that the word about town is the
negotiations have been completed
to purchase all the property at
The Haven site. There ain’t any
official word from the company
or the city, but the fack that this
story is coming from some 0’ the

For All Your Real Estate Needs....
Fran Gregoriades, TRC

Office Manager, CT Realtor, Florida Broker

203-932-6455 x 301

Harborview
REALTY SERVICES, LLC
140 Captain Thomas Blvd

people Sammy sez it is means that
it’s probably gonna come down
the pike any day now.

Sammy and Cobina were talk-
ing and we really are hoping that
more than a backhoe is placed in
a visible spot on the location. Re-
member, that was the ruse that
was used at Sawmill Road and
a couple other locales during the
last few years when election year
rolled around and announce-
ments were made concerning de-
velopments. The backhoe at Saw-
mill Road sat there rusting for a
long time.

Don’t git me wrong, lyam glad
this thing is gonna be built, but
my gut tells me that some chang-
es are gonna be made during the
process witch ain’t gonna have
this site the mercantile mecca that
some would have us believe. Call
it a hunch, but methinks some
long-range changes are gonna be
announced during construction
and it’s gonna send this berg into
another tizzy - as if it needs an-
other reason.

Nelly Nuthatch came here
t'other afternoon and let it be
known that Vic Hogfeldt's let-
ter last week to our editor was
appreciated in some quarters
that even Cobina didn’t ex-
peck. Vic, as yew know, is in
the throes of a lawsuit against
the school system, which is
trying to get rid of him. Os-
tensibly, it's cuz he’s a bad
teacher, but that ain’t what his
evaluations supposedly show

the union.

Suffice it to say that the
word on the street is that effen
Vic gits the hearing before the
board that he wants, he’s gon-
na be able to use it to exhibit
a lotta dirty laundry in public.
That dirty laundry is probably
something more than a few
people don’t want — and they
don’t want it a lot.

Getting back to the letter, I
am told that when Supt. Ca-
vallaro sent Vic the cease and
desist letter, to which Vic re-
sponded in the papyrus last
week, more than a few bar-
risters about the berg and
few other notables were a bit
shocked. We shall see what
happens, but with Hogfeldt
one thing is certain — it ain’t
gonna be boring.

Before we go on, Cobina and all
her birdy friends wanna send con-
dolences to the family of Thomas
“Tinker” Blake. He was one of the
good guys, and a real asset to the
community. The sorrow and grief
that a lotta Cobina’s friends have
is real and is because he was the
person he was.

With July coming ‘round,
yew know that the mayoral
campaign now takes that first
step toward November. The
Democratic and Republican
Town Committees meet in
a couple o’ weeks to finalize
their slates, and with the Dem-
mies we're gonna have what
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Hizzoner is expected to
get the ruling party’s nod at
the Town Committee cau-
cus when it meets and with
it his virtual entire slate. That
means that Nancy Rossi will
start the process of petition-
ing to force a primary, which
shouldn’t take more than a
couple o’ weeks.

The big query for some is ef-
fen whatever the result of the
primary whether either candi-
date is gonna make arrange-
ments to be on the ballot in
November. Remember, John
Picard didn’t make setch ar-
rangments and found himself
asking for a write-in ballot to
remain in City Hall. That, of
course, went as expected.

What some are wondering is
effen both hizzoner and Rossi
are gonna be sure to file the
paperwork with the state to
make sure they are on the bal-
lot regardless of the outcome
in September.

Yeah, I know about party
loyalty and all that, but there’s
a lot at stake here, and people
in this town don’t give up the
reins very easily.

Meanwhile, the Republi-
cans are expected to name
Councilman-at-Large  Dave
Riccio as its standard-bearer.
That should come off without
a hitch.

Still, Riccio has a really
tough mountain to climb in
a predominately Democratic
city. The person that would
benefit the most from a three-
way race would be Riccio. I
wonder effen he’s hoping that
would happen. My money is
on yes.

As yew probably hoid, the City
Council voted to float the bonds
for the debt reduction and high
school project, to the tune of $150
million total. Madame Olga was
in t'other afternoon and sez that
she’s been looking in her crystal
ball, but can’t figger out effen the
bonds will be sold easily.

The city isn’t exactly a place
with a sterling financial record
in the last 25 years, and the fack
that more tha $17 million is being
used to eradicate a 12-year-old
deficit is problematic. | see that
the council kind of passed some-
thing that sez effen the current or
next budget result in a shortfall
the city’s next budget is supposed
to take care of it, but that seems
like wishful thinking.

Effen the budget is in a short-
fall, and the city’s finances are
such that they can’t be sure what
or how they’re getting into a
deficit, a law or resolution ain’t
gonna fix it. What’s gonna hafta
happen is structural change the
likes 0’ witch we ain’t seen here
since the state took over.

I guess we’ll hafta wait and see
like everything else.

Mitt luff und kizzez,

Cobina
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Gripevine

Dear Eleanore Turkington:
I would like to know when
the state is going to fix the un-
even pavement across from
the old Forest School on Forest
Road here in Allingtown, plus
the concrete storm drain that
is higher than the sidewalk,
causing traffic to veer slightly
into the other lane to avoid hit-
ting your rim on the concrete.
Stunt Man
Dear Stunt Man:

Francis Withington, com-
plaint officer for West Haven,
received your gripe and fol-
lowed through with a reply
from Tom Winter, project
manager for the state in charge
of the Forest Road/Route 1
project.

According to Withington,
“He assured me that the road
will be paved by Friday, July
7. Also, all issues would be ad-
dressed.”

Dear Eleanore Turkington:

Once again, there are speed-
ing cars and motorcycles on
Benham Hill Road. They start
at Morgan Lane and speed up
the hill.

Neighbors
Dear Neighbors:

I notified the city’s com-
plaint officer, Francis With-
ington of your concern. He
has called this condition to the
West Haven Police Depart-
ment’s Traffic Division. Please
let me know if you see an im-
provement at this site.

Dear Eleanore Turkington:

The bus shelter at 1146
Campbell Avenue was
crushed by a car. When will
it be fixed?

A Rider
Dear Rider:

The bus shelter has been re-
paired according to city com-
plaint officer, Francis Withing-
ton.

Dear Eleanore Turkington:

The light on Washington
Street between Captain Thom-
as Blvd and Beach Street has
been broken since last August.
Can we get it repaired?

A Motorist
Dear Motorist:

Please get me a pole number

and I will follow up and have

TURKINGTON

this condition remedied.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

A few weeks ago, a gripe
was published by a frustrated
citizen of how people don’t
simply cover their trash cans
on the nights before trash
pickup, resulting in animals
getting into the garbage and
leaving a mess the following
days.

I am equally frustrated. I
have neighbors who have
over flowing trash. Instead of
purchasing another trash can,
they either leave the trash bags
hanging out of the trash can
or on the ground, leaving the
animals and birds getting into
them. I have neighbors who
don’t even use trash cans and
just leave the bags of trash on
the curb.

So, here’s my question and
a possible solution. Why can’t
West Haven have uniformed
trash cans and recycling bins
provided by the city? Ham-
den has them, New Haven has
them. They are big enough to
fit a good amount of trash in
them and they have attachable
lids resulting in all trash cans
are covered. I think this can at
least help a little with garbage
problems.

Frustrated
Dear Frustrated:

Your suggestion was for-
warded to the city’s Complaint
Officer, Francis Withington
who replied, “I checked with
Mark Paine of Public Works.
He stated that it would be
done through the contract
with the rubbish company.
We have one year left on the
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contract and we-mpeﬁlly will
be able to have this issue ad-
dressed in the new contract.
The city is investigating the
automated rubbish pickup.
Anyone who supports such an
initiative should contact their
city council person.”

Gripe Vine Readers:

As promised, Gripe Vine
will publish motorcycle facts
anticipating an improvement
in loud, speeding “bikes” on
our roads.

City Complaint Officer
Francis Withington has been
in touch with the state of Con-
necticut, anticipating speed
warning signs illustrating
fines for ignoring existing

CE— ——
speeding laws.

Here’s an interesting motor-
cycle fact “To operate a motor-
cycle on the public streets and
highways in the State of Con-
necticut, the motorcycle oper-
ator is required to have a valid
driver’s license with a motor-
cycle endorsement or a mo-
torcycle learner’s permit. All
applicants who do not hold a
driver’s license must complete
an 8 hour safe driving course.”
Hopefully, this activity would
assure the public that motor-
cycles on their streets are driv-
ing with regulated state speed
limits and safety practices.

Coming up...Food estab-
lishments  inspections...pot

Thursdays 11 am to 3 pm

Saturdays 10am to 2pm

West Haven Green

Farm Fresh Food, Crafters, Food Trucks

Please check our Facebook page
@WestHavenFarmersMarket
for the most up to date information

This ad donated by the West Haven Chamber of Commerce

1

holes on Washington and
Wood Streets, Savin Rock
Trail Playground equipment
faults...traffic light at Capt.
Thomas Blvd and Kelsey
gripe..traffic light at Central
and Route 34...broken rail
at Savin Rock Trail...Beach
Street trash barrels..VA Hos-
pital crosswalk on Campbell
Avenue...and much more.

Send your gripes, comments
and suggestions to gripevine-
4wh@aol.com or mail them
to Gripe Vine, West Haven
Voice, 666 Savin Ave. Please
include your name, address
and phone number, kept in
strict confidence with me.
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Franklin's famous words
perilously close in our day

The nation marks yet another anniversary of the Declara-
tion of Independence this week. The famous story is told of
Benjamin Franklin leaving the Continental Congress after
passage of the Declaration. A woman asked him, “Well, Doc-
tor, what have we got — a republic or a monarchy?” Franklin
gave a terse response. “A republic if you can keep it.”

Whether the story is the stuff of lore or a factual event, the
sentiments contained therein are certainly valid, and must,
certainly, give pause.

With the current forces at work in the nation today, we are
wondering if we are reaching a point where trying to keep
the republic as established is in peril. The number of Ameri-
cans who have no clue as to how the nation was founded,
who founded it, and under what principles, is ever increas-
ing.

College students can’t name a founder, and many can-
not even name the year the nation declared independence
and from what empire. High schools, middle schools and
elementary schools do not include basic civics in their cur-
ricula. What's worse, those who have taken up the careers
of political reporters have little training in civics or political
science, so little understand how government works.

What has been taught on all the above-mentioned edu-
cational levels is the left-wing notion that the nation was
founded by evil white men, who held slaves and built a na-
tion to extend their “privilege.” Such a view is not only vapid,
it is a misunderstanding of history in general.

The nation was formed as an experiment in self-governing
such as the world had not seen before. It was the result of
historic forces of religion, philosophy and experience — being
colonists in the British Empire. Those forces forged a new
way of thinking about the means and ends of government.

Were there difficulties? Absolutely. Was their slavery? Yes.
But, one must remember that in the writing of the Declara-
tion of Independence and later the Constitution, the matter
of slavery was handled in the best way possible.

There are some who today believe the allowance of the
institution of slavery is the Original Sin of the United States
and forever taints her and disallows her to stand among
the family of nations. Such is a myopic and unrealistic view
obtained by looking backwards through the lens of today’s
mores.

Slavery existed in all cultures in history, including the na-
tive cultures of North and South Americas, and Africa. De-
feated tribes and peoples were either killed or enslaved. The
slave trade that brought Africans to these shores was not
only the work of Europeans, but Muslim traders and chief-
tains of various African tribes.

But it was the Christian religion that sought the fair treat-
ment of slaves, and later the emancipation of those slaves
as something repugnant to human dignity and the rights of
individuals. These things are not taught in schools nor talk-
ed about among the elites. Instead, our young people get a
steady diet of how corrupt the system was that founded the
nation. As we said this is a myopic view. The nation had to
be founded before the slave question could be tackled.

This invalidation or corruption theory espoused by the
elites of the nation seeks to upend the values of individual
freedom and dignity to which the nation aspired from the
first. It took a bloody civil war to break the nation, and the
errors that happened during reconstruction that resulted in
the institutional discrimination that took another 90 years to
overturn.

Today, we have a segment of the population — a vocal and
violent one — that wants to replace the individual with the
collective, and sees not each person, but each person’s
group or status. The person is ignored for the group, be it
gay, minority, women or the newest, transgender.

Those who desire to see a return to the rights and respon-
sibilities of the individual are deemed enemies of this new
idea and on the “wrong side of history.”

We are seeing the republic assailed with the idea of a fas-
cism of this new idea, which seeks to impose the state as
the means to implement this identity politics.

We need a new understanding of the history of the nation
and the principles of its governance or Dr. Franklin’s admo-
nition may become reality. We will lose our republic and be-
come a fascistic tyranny governed by elites.
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DARTY COULD
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By Rich Lowry

Syndicated Columnist

Donald Trump, the erst-
while Democrat, independent
and member of the Reform
Party, finally has a fixed parti-
san identity.

The president may be be-
sieged, unpopular and prone
to lashing out self-destructive-
ly, but all of this cements his
bond to his party rather than
erodes it. Commentators who
ask wishfully and plaintive-
ly, “When will Republicans
dump Trump and save them-
selves?” are missing the point:
Trump’s weakness makes him
more Republican than ever be-
fore.

It was possible to imagine
Trump, with a head of steam
after his upset victory in
November, cowing swamp-
dwelling Republicans and
wooing infrastructure-loving,
anti-trade Democrats into sup-
porting a populist congressio-
nal agenda. But this scenario
would have required a strong,
focused president marshal-
ing his popularity and driving
Congress. We've seen close to
the opposite.

Whatever Trump’s true ide-
ological predilections, there’s
no place for him to go. Make
deals with the Democrats?
At this point, Democrats are
more likely to cooperate with
Sergey Kislyak on an infra-
structure package than with
Donald Trump.

Dump or triangulate away
from Republicans? Well, then
who would do Russian in-
vestigation defense, besides a
handful of White House aides
and outside media loyalists?
Imagine what the Comey or
Sessions hearings would have

looked like if Republicans had
joined Democrats in the pile-
on.

The need for support on
Capitol Hill could well get
more urgent if things go bad-
ly the next year and a half. If
Democrats take the House,
Trump will rely on Republi-
cans for an impeachment de-
fense and, if it comes to that,
for the votes in the Senate to
block removal.

In one sense, this suits
Trump. He may have a ques-
tionable partisan pedigree,
but he is a natural partisan
-- smash-mouth, heedless of
process and norms, willing
to make whatever argument
suits him at any particular
time. There have been many
Republicans who have op-
posed Chuck Schumer before;
it took Trump to call him a

A BOTOX TREATMENY

WELL, I DO HAVE

SCHEDULED FO

N m”‘r

“clown.”

As for congressional Repub-
licans, they, too, don’t have
much choice. Whatever their
true feelings about Trump, his
fate is their fate.

First, a president’s approval
rating heavily influences mid-
term elections, especially the
campaign for the House. Re-
publicans dumping Trump
wouldn’t make him any more
popular.

Second, such a distancing is
not really politically practica-
ble. If Republicans try to skit-
ter away from Trump, their
base will roast them.

Third, Republicans want to
get some things done legisla-
tively. A poisonous split with
the White House wouldn’t
help. Trump may be a mercu-
rial and frustrating partner,

See Lowry, page 7

West Haven Voice

Editor/Publisher ..........
Sales Director..............
Sales Associate...........
Sports Writer ...............
Sports Columnist........
Business Manager ......
Webmaster...................
Production Manager ...
Photographer...............

................. Bill Riccio, Jr
.............. Claudio Anania
................ Bill Parkinson
................. Mike Madera
.................... Tracy Sgro
.............. Mike McDaniel

............ Russ McCreven

Published by Suburban Voices Publishing, LLC
666 Savin Avenue, West Haven, CT 06516
Phone: 203-934-NEWS (6397)

Fax: 203-937-7529

Website: whvoice.com
News E-Mail: info@whvoice.com
Advertising E-Mail: adsales@whvoice.com

_______Facebook: whvoice Twitter. @whvoiceads _|

Alan Olenick

Maurizio Girotto




West Haven Voice, July 6, 2017

Page 7

From the desk of. ..

West Haven is a city of con-
tradiction. Though it boasts
more than 50,000 residents, it
has somewhat of a small-town
character. Granted, over the
last few decades that small-
ness has diminished some-
what, but for many longtime
Westies there are families and
individuals that stand out. If
you're part of some commu-
nity you'll get to know some
of those “characters” that give
the city its vitality.

West Haven lost one of those
characters last week. Thomas
“Tinker” Blake lost his battle
with Multiple Systems Atro-
phy, and passed into eternity
with family members pres-
ent. It was the end of a life
that quietly showed greatness:
greatness of character, great-
ness of family, and the great-
ness of goodness. If there is
one attribute that can be used
to describe Blake, it was it his
innate goodness.

Interestingly, Tinker was
one of the first people we
met in West Haven when we
moved here in 1967. He was
our paper boy. Only about 11
or 12 at the time, he delivered
the papers on time, and always
had a smile on his face and a
kind word. It didn’t last long,
he family moved to Kelsey Av-
enue about six months later,
but he was always the high bar
used to measure future boys
who delivered.

Over the years, I got to
know Tinker as an athlete as
he worked his way through
the various leagues in West
Haven, though he was a few
years behind me. As a player
for Tom Hunt's West Haven
Blue Devils football team, and
in the many decades to follow,
Tinker was good naturedly
tenacious. He knew what he

Lowry:

Continued from page 6
but he is a partner all the same.

Finally, most Republicans
-- quite legitimately -- think
the Russian controversy is a
media-driven travesty. If there
were a smoking gun, this pos-
ture would probably change
(obviously, in that circum-
stance, it should change). But
Democrats are in no position
to lecture Republicans on cut-
ting loose a president of their
own party when they twisted
themselves in knots to defend
Bill Clinton after he lied under
oath over an affair that violat-
ed every feminist principle the
party professed to hold.

If Trump and Republicans
had their druthers, neither
would be in quite this posi-
tion. But this is the reality for
everyone. For now, there’s no
way out, only through, and
through it together.

Rich Lowry is editor of the Na-

tional Review.
(c) 2017 by King Features
Synd., Inc.

wanted and would outwork
anyone in order to get it.

He wasn’t the best athlete
at West Haven., but there was
no person in any sport who
worked harder. When his
sports career was over and he
went onto college and profes-
sional life, that hard-working,
stick-to-it attitude was what
one saw in Tinker.

There was one steady ele-
ment in the life story that is
Tinker Blake: family.

The Blake family had a
name in the city. The Blake
Building, the former Board
of Education domicile, was
named after John Blake, a one-
time state rep and tireless city
promoter. But Tinker’s branch
of the Blake family made its
own name. Lucille and Tom
Blake raised their kids to have
respect for individuals, both

those they knew and those
they just met, respect for com-
munity and respect for coun-
try.

Tinker’s father was taken too
soon, and the Blake family had
to endure the pain that comes
with losing a parent and hus-
band. But the lessons learned
kept the family together, and
kept it strong.

Lucille, who had worked
for the Board of Education for
many years, took on the task of
working for Bud Conlan at the
Edward L. Bennett Rink. No
easy task that. Conlan could be
soft and endearing one minute
and irascible the next. She was
the rink secretary and she kept
both the operation her boss on
an even keel.

For many years I was the
voice of the many hockey
games at Bennett, announcing

Bill Riccio, Jr.

as many as 70 games a year. I
got to be a regular at the rink,
and called Lucille, Conlan
and the late WHHS coach Art
Crouse my friends.

During those years I got to
see the young Tinker Blake
become the profession fam-
ily man Tinker Blake. Tinker
met Maureen Smullen in high
school. Theirs was a rela-
tionship many hope to have
but few realize. High school
sweethearts, they married and
were together for more than
37years. It was the merger of
two great names in West Hav-
en. The Smullens were known
by everyone and had made
a name as a family that gets
involved. When Tinker was
in the throes of his last days,
Maureen never left his side.

Tinker and Maureen in-
stilled in their three children,

Kevin, Erin, and Brittany the
same lessons. All are giving
back to the community, were
fine students and athletes, and
are now in the professional
ranks, making their names.

Through his years at SNET
and then his stint as Execu-
tive Assistant to Mayor John
Picard he was professional,
courteous and always ready
with a wry comment or story.

For the community, Blake’s
accomplishments are unparal-
leled. The litany of awards and
commendations are too long
to list here. But, they are the
result of a life lived well and
for the betterment of others
and his community.

In his adult years he became
quite the master of ceremo-
nies, keeping dinner programs
and awards programs mov-

See From the Desk, page 14

BOOK YOUR
SPOT AT THE

West Fest is an annual festival held on
The West Haven Green to bring the Westie community and students of
the University of New Haven together. Show the thousands who congregate
at the Green on this special day what your business has to offer the West
Haven community by booking a spot for your booth or food truck!

Event Date: Saturday, September 2nd

Connor Vargo, Chair, University of New Haven

For more information contact:

Mayor's Advisory Commission
Phone: 860-866-8284
Email: westfest15@gmail.com
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WEST RAVEN TWILIGHT LEAGUE

NEW HAVEN REGISTER

TAR GAME

Saturday, July 8th-10 am
& 1 pm at Quigley Stadium

OME RUN DERE

$5 Donation
Benefiting Fresh Air Fund

Home

YOUR HOME. OUR CARING PEOPLE.

All the assistance you need to stay at home.

Companions, PCA’s & Live In’s e Nursing & Therapy
Home modifications and improvements e Respite Services.

(203) 773-1201 Local  (877) 302-2323 Statewide
www.keepmehome.com

Hablamos Espafiol

Luxurious
Affordable
Assisted & Memory Care
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Historian’s corner

By Dan Shine

Voice Columnist

New Haven’s Horse and
Buggy Days

Here are a few articles, taken
from the New Haven Register,
which tell of the hazards and
mishaps which were common
during the days of the horse
and buggy:

East Rock Cliff, CT Buggy
Accident, Sept., 1889

MISS BECK RECOVERING.

Victim of East Rock Accident
Badly Bruised But Comfort-
able.

Miss Mary Beck of 180
Wooster Street, the young
woman who was thrown over
East Rock cliff Sunday after-
noon, is recovering slowly.
Her face is a mass of court
plaster and surgical stitches
where she struck in her fall
down the face of the rock, but

she is now able to sit up and
has found that no bones were
broken; in speaking of her ex-
perience she said today:

“] regard my escape as al-
most miraculous, I can re-
member nothing from the
time I went over the stone
wall near the side of the rock
till I found myself hanging to
the small shrub on the side of
the rock for dear life. I was not
coasting and was not guilty
of reckless riding. My wheel
struck a stone in the path and
that threw me over the side of
the rock.”

Charles Thompson, who was
with Miss Beck, says that he
never expected to see her alive
again after she disappeared
over the side of the rock.

The New Haven Evening Reg-
ister, New Haven, 28 Sept., 1889

New Haven, CT Horse and

Buggy Accident, June. 1900
Louis H. Johnson, a Mon-
towese farmer, was painfully
injured yesterday afternoon
while endeavoring to quiet a
frightened hose being driven
by two Branford women. The
women were driving down
North Hill, when they met an
automobile. The horse became
frightened at the contrivance
and as it passed him he shied
to one side of the road, over-
turning the buggy and throw-
ing out the women. The horse
slipped and fell as he jumped
to the side of the road. Mr.
Johnson’s house is near by the
scene of the accident, and he,
seeking what had occurred,
hurried out to render assis-
tance. The horse was strug-
gling where he had fallen
and Mr. Johnson stepped up
to him to quiet him. He hap-

pened to come within range of
one of the flying hoofs and it
struck him in the jaw, knock-
ing him down and stunning
him. He was brought to the
New Haven hospital, where
it was found that the jaw was
fractured, but it is not thought
that any serious consequences
will result.

The women, who were
thrown from the buggy, were
not injured, but the buggy was
badly broken up. The owner
of the automobile is spending
the Summer at the residence of
R.M. Barnes at North Hill.

New Haven Register, New
Haven, 20 June, 1900

New Haven, CT Runaway
Accident, March, 1893

A RUNAWAY ON CHURCH
STREET.

Henry Fresenlus” trotter,
“Punch,” while hitched in

front of a house on Washing-
ton street this morning became
frightened at something and
pulled the hitching strap over
his head and started down
town for McDonald’s stable,
where he is kept. While pass-
ing through Congress Avenue
Frank Keenan tried to stop the
horse, but the bridle slipped
through his hands. In front
of Saggenhelmer’s store on
Church street the horse collid-
ed with J. M. Lee’s buckboard,
breaking one of the shafts.
The horse continued through
Church street to Court, where
he was caught and taken to
this stable. The sleigh was not
badly damaged, but the cush-
ions were strewn along the
runaway’s route. The horse
was scratched about the legs
somewhat.
Register, 7 March, 1893

Casino trip

The West Haven IA Seniors
will conduct a Bus Trip to Fox-
woods Casino on Wednesday,
July 12, casino, slots, and bingo
etc. Cost $25 per person, gratu-
ity included. Casino vouchers
are buffet and slot plays. Bus
leaves club grounds at 8 a.m.
Returns approximately 5:30.
Call Mickey at (203) 606-8929
or Terri at (203) 934-3188.

Doo-Wop Dance

The West Haven Italian-
American Civic Association
will host a Doo-Wop Dance
at 85 Chase Lane on Satur-
day July 15, at 8. Music by DJ
Charles till 12. Free beer, wine
or soda. Cash Bar for mixed

drinks. BYO Snacks! Coffee at

11. Tickets are $20 per person.
Call Lou at (203) 934-3339 or
Ben at (203) 933-4423 by July
11.

Armstrong reunion

Former workers of the Arm-
strong Rubber Company are
planning their annual reunion
for Saturday, July 15 at the
Orange Plains Community
Center, Orange Center Road
in Orange beginning at noon.
The price is $22 per person
in advance, $27 at the door.
Those wishing to make reser-
vations should call John Lan-
grieger, (203) 795-1611 or (203)
430-9907, or send their reser-
vations to 264 Sylvan Valley
Road, Orange, 06477.

Senior trips offered

Join the Allingtown Senior

JUNK IT

Your Junk Here

oA f——

. |

TODAY!

[z JUNK REMOVAL

—

S -

Demos of old decks, sheds, pools and fenes

LAWN REPAIR
GRAVEL WORK

=R éfa

LANDSCAPE WORK
LAWN CUTTING

GUSTOMIZE YOUR PROPERTY TODAY!

CALL 203-874-1066

David M. Saracin
wwi 00564471
Serving over 25 years!

Center on the following sched-
uled trips: All trips leave from
Savin Rock Conference Cen-
ter.

Tuesday, July 25, -- Mohe-
gan Sun $25 per person; Bonus
Free Buffet and $15 wheel bet.

Bus leaves Savin Rock Con-
ference Center at 8:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 15 -- Legends
Show at Foxwoods Casino
featuring Frank Sinatra, Cher,
Rod Stewart, Elvis and Mi-
chael Jackson. For those who
want show tickets your cost
is $47. For those who do not
wish to see show your trip cost
is $25. Everyone on the bus
gets free meal, $10 slot bonus.

Payment must be made to
“West Haven Trip Account”
by Friday, August 4th. Bus
leaves Savin Rock Conference

Center at 8:15 a.m.

Monday, Aug. 21 -- “Holi-
day Hill” Statewide Senior
Outing 9:00 am.-4: p.m. at
Candee Road, Prospect. Cost
$33 per person. Bus cost will
be paid by our trip account.
Sign up by Aug. 7. Bus leaves
Savin Rock Conference Center
at 8:30 a.m.

Flyers with details for all
these trips are available at the
office 201 Noble St. West Ha-
ven Senior Center or call Mir-
iam at (203) 937-3507 for more
information

F. Seniors

F. Seniors and Friends offers
the following trips to the pub-
lic. All trips leave First Avenue
commuter lot:

Quincy Market and St. An-

DO YOU NEED A NEW ROOF?
SPRING SPEGIAL
NEW ROOF INSTALLATIONS

CALL
BILL McKANE

203-376-2571

A PREFERRED RESTORATION SERVICE
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 35 YEARS
HIC #0581073

thony’s Feast — Saturday, Aug.
26. Bus leaves at 8 a.m., $48
per person;

Maine Lobster Dinner and
Kennebunkport - Sunday,
July 15. at 7:30 a.m. Choice of
four dinners, $98 per person;

Big E - Sunday, Sept. 24.
Leaves at 8 a.m. $56 per per-
son.

To book trips, call Fred
Mongillo, (203) 389-5808 or
(203) 927-4249.

Musicians needed
Nutmeg Symphonic Pops
Orchestra and Chorale needs
musicians and singers. The
orchestra rehearses Saturday
mornings at 9:15 at Carrigan
Middle School and the chorale
rehearses Wednesdays at 5:30
at St. Louis Church, classroom
wing. The orchestra is seek-
ing string instruments, trom-
bone, trumpet, French Horn,
oboe, and the chorale needs all
voices, especially men. Please
call Dino Ciaburri at (203) 812-
0606 or Linda Ciaburri at (203)
812-0607 if you are interested.

Coin Show

The Liberty Coin Show is
back at the Elks Club, 265
Main St., on the third Sunday
of the month. Buy and sell
your coins. The organizers in-
vite hobbyists to be part of the
many displays. Food and bev-
erages are on the menu. For
more information, call Parry
Carpinella, (203) 248-1053.

Haley Loans

The Seth Haley Memo-
rial Loan Fund of West Ha-
ven provides eligible college
students with loans of up to
$2500 to help students finish
their post high school educa-
tion. Any West Haven resident
attending post-grad school is
eligible. Call (203) 934-0396.
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Post 71 tops New Haven,

Runs and wins have been
hard to come by this season
for the West Haven Post 71
American Legion baseball
team. Performances like the
one shown Thursday evening
can go a long way in turning
the season around.

Sending 13 batters to the
plate in the sixth inning, West
Haven scored nine times to
defeat New Haven, 10-0 ,in
a gamed stopped in the sixth
due to the mercy rule at Piurek
Field in West Haven.

“Itis a nice win for us,” West
Haven coach Fred Morgillo
said. “We got some guys back
tonight. Sean Jefferson pitched
great. He was effective for us
tonight.”

The win was West Haven's
second on the season, while
New Haven suffered a tough
loss in terms of staying in the
top four in Zone II play. The
loss dropped New Haven
to 6-6 and put the team two
games behind Hamden in the
loss column in the battle for
the fourth seed.

“It is disappointing in the
fact we have lost a lot of games
we should have won,” New
Haven assistant coach Frank
Redente said. “We have lost
one-run games. We are a lot
better team than our record.”

West Haven (2-10) scored
the lone run of a pitcher’s duel
in the third inning, before
erupting in the sixth. With one
out in the third, Mario Kiaunis
singled, went to second on a
balk, and later scored on a sin-
gle to right by Kalan Morgillo.

Starting pitcher Sean Jeffer-
son did the rest for Post 71 as
he scattered six hits and three
walks without allowing a run.

Jefferson turned the game
around in the sixth inning
when he escaped a second and
third, no-out jam without al-
lowing a run to score.

Reynaldo Duprey opened
the frame with a walk and
Josh Colon doubled to right,
putting the go-ahead run on
base for New Haven. Jefferson
was not to be denied as he got
a fly out and two grounders to
keep New Haven off the score-
board.

“I knew I had to get a couple
of ground ball outs for us to
get out of it,” Jefferson said.
“Once I got the first two outs,
I knew I wasn’t going to allow
arun.”

West Haven fed off Jeffer-
son’s heroics as they blew the
game open, then ended the
contest in the sixth. Brett Gra-
doia led off with a single, Ty
Reeves walked with one out,
and Ryan Ahern singled to
center with two outs to score
Gradoia for a 2-0 lead.

West Haven kept the hits
coming against New Haven
starting pitcher Jose Colon
as Kiaunis reached on an in-
field single to load the bases
and Dom Cambino singled to
score Reeves. Tim McCarthy
followed with a walk to score
Ahern, Lou Masselli singled to
score Kiaunis, and a wild pitch
scored Cambino.

After Cambino walked to
load the bases, Jefferson dou-
bled to left, plating McCarthy,
Masselli and Gradoia for a 9-0
advantage.

“They ran out of pitching,”
Morgillo said. “It is a game we
are all playing with the pitch-
ing. We were able to get some
big hits in the inning. We just

10-0

Kiaunis, Masselli, and
Ahern each had a pair of hits
in a 12-hit attack for Post 71 in
the win.

the first, two more in the sec-
ond, one in the fourth, two in
the fifth, and two more in the
sixth.

started rolling from there.”
New Haven (6-6) had its op-

portunities in the contest, but

stranded a pair of runners in

Y
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Photo by Russ McCreven

Post 71 American Legion pitcher Ryan Patterson fires a pitch in this past weekend’s game

with New Haven at the Whitey Piurek Field. The team is competing in Zone Il play and in-
cludes high school and college athletes from area high schools that live in the city.
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Now through the month of July
We Are having a Sale on Sterling Silver jewelery

Choose from Earrings, Chains, Pendants, Bracelets, Anklets and Rings

If it's Silver, it's on Sale

Does not include Pandora Jewelery « All Sales final
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Visit us online at www.lesliesjewelers.com
523 Campbell Ave. | West Haven, CT 06516 | 203.933.3291
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10-U All-Stars split pair in openers

The West Haven Little
League 10-U All-Star team
split its first two games of the
opening round of the Con-
necticut District 4 tournament.

The Westies opened play
Thursday evening at Morse
Park and earned a thrilling 9-8
victory over East Haven.

On Saturday, West Haven

dropped a 10-0 decision to a
strong Milford National Lou
Gehrig team at Lou Gehrig
Field in Milford.

In game one, West Haven
came out swinging in the top
of the first inning.

Thomas Porto ripped a
leadoff double which was fol-
lowed by run-scoring singles

WestieBlue.com

from Brady Price and Hunter
Axelrod. Axelrod stole home
and the Westies had a 3-0 lead.

After East Haven scored in
the bottom of the inning, Josh
Osborne laced a double for
West Haven and Porto singled
him in for a 4-1 advantage.
Axelrod led off the third in-
ning with a long home run to
right and the Westies were up
5-1.

East Haven made it 5-4 in
the fourth, before West Haven
erupted for four runs in the
top of the fifth. Porto singled
and scored, Cameren Lipford
stroked a sacrifice fly to cen-
ter, and Osborne crushed a
two-run triple to cap the scor-

ing.

Price came on in relief of
Axelrod, who had six strike-
outs in four innings pitched,
to start the fifth for West Ha-
ven. Despite giving up four
runs, he struck out the final
batter of the inning with the
tying run on third.

Price then pitched around a
one-out single in the sixth to
close out the victory for West
Haven.

In the second game of the
four-game bracket play, the
defensive play of starting
catcher Price led West Haven
in the early innings.

He threw out two runners
trying to steal and also made a

nice grab of a pop up in front
of the plate.

Starting pitcher Osborne
and second baseman Sean
Studley also made nice plays
in the infield. With the game
scoreless and two outs in the
third inning, MNLG rallied for
eight runs to take a command-
ing lead. Porto and Price had
the only hits in the game for
the Westies.

The WHLL 10-U All Stars
will resume play at Morse
Park on Friday at 5:30 p.m.
against Milford International
Little League. The Westies
complete first-round action on
Sunday, July 9 at noon at An-

¢

Westie Blue In Touch

nex Little League.

For all your West Haven sports, visit

www.westieblue.com

Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni

Photos  Videos
Future Westies
Team Leaders

Hall of Fame
Coaches Information
And more

Alumni
Statistics

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site
Contact Mike Madera
Phone: (203) 530-1322
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com

Player of the Week ~ WH Championship teams
WH News and Notes
Coaches Corner

See Westie Blue, page 12
committee.

Ironically enough, Blake was recently nomi-
nated to be inducted into the West Haven Hall
of Fame in November of this year.

“He was just a great guy,” long-time friend
and West Haven’s Recreation Program Director
Tom Conroy said of Blake. “He is a great Wes-
tie. Obviously, he and (wife) Maureen go hand
in hand. They are all about West Haven, espe-
cially with the kids. He was just a great guy. He
would do anything for you.”

A 1974 graduate of West Haven, Blake went
on to get his Bachelor of Science degree in crim-
inal justice from the University of New Haven
in 1978.

Blake received numerous awards throughout

his decorated career, including the Connecticut
Sports Writers Alliance Good Sport Award, the
West Haven High School PTA Unsung Hero,
West Haven Twilight League Community
Service Award, West Haven Twilight League
Program Book Award, Jimmy Fund Award,
and the West Haven Football Alumni Associa-
tion Edward L. Bennett Award for Community
Service. Blake was also part of the New Haven
Gridiron Club Hall of Fame.

Blake leaves behind his wife of 37 years,
Maureen, their three children, Kevin, Erin, and
Brittany, son-in-law Mike Bova, and grandson,
Blake. We offer our condolences to the family
in their time of need.

Services for Blake are being held today at

( WEST HAVEN P
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s 203) 934-2600
o$ l eS f lS lnc lon 470 Frontage Road
QQ Ceramic/Porcelain Wood/Laminate Flooring Carpeting West Haven. CT
& . REMODELING YOUR HOME ? o
K9 & .. www. tilesofdistinctionwh.com
& Visit our Showroom for the Popular
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While Supporting Youth
époﬂs in the Community
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GIRL'S SOFTBALL

Taylor Alfano
Panthers Age !{T Pitcher

Taylor led the Panthers in their Playoff
debut pitching 4 solid innings and allowing

only 3 runs to score. Taylor was also
lightning on the offensive side for the
Panthers as well smacking 2 doubles
while batting in 4 runs. Taylor is eleven
years old and can always be seen
watching her favorite major league team

the New York Yankees on TV and of
course her favorite player is Derek Jeter.

GIRL'S SOFTBALL
The Davey Sisters
Mustangs

Wee-Ba”u

n

Catcher, Pitcher, & OF

Obviously success is a family affair on
the Mustangs because each of the
Davey sisters got a hit in this season's
playoff debut. Emma, age 12 (left) is the
brick wall at catcher; Hannah, age 13
(right) is the ace pitcher; and Sarah, age
10 (center) is the anchor in the outfield.
Each sister was essential in the Mustang's

come from behind win. Their positive

attitudes help the Mustangs come out
on top with a big victory!

\l\_o "

l,c ‘

\-

Great Clips

IT'S GONNA BE GREAT
1379 New Haven Ave., (Woodmont Plaza) Milford, CT
(203) 283-5422 www.greatclips.com/salons/7107

Come visit the friendly staff at Woodmont Plaza
for an affordable haircut today |

(" The Service
You EXPECT

oo
)T

203-934-7251

Heating & Cooling & Electrical
Proudly Serving West Haven and the Community Since 1996

FRED'S AUTO CENTER

Offers Auto Repair Services You Can Count On
Brakes #Tires ® Engine Repair # Air-Conditioning

244 Jones Hill Rd., West Haven, CT

www.autorepairwesthaven.com

+ Electronic

The Quality )
You DESERVE

s
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Marlins top A’s for Majors crown

Compiled by Mike Madera

Special to the Voice

The West Haven Major Di-
vision finals took place this
past weekend with the sec-
ond-seeded Marlins defeat-
ing the top-seeded A’s 8-5 for
the league championship. The
Marlins finished undefeated
in the postseason tournament.

Nick Hunkele picked up
the win in the championship
game for the Marlins, tossing
5 2/3 innings, before Jake Ro-
mano picked up the final out
and the save.

Hunkele was also the star
at the plate with three hits, in-

cluding two home runs, and
five runs batted in. Holden
Axelrod also hit a long home
run and drove in three runs
for the Marlins. Damian Gaz-
zaneo also had a clutch hit for
the Marlins.

The A’s took a 3-0 lead in
the top of the first inning as
Dylan Supan led off with a
single and Ben Carfora dou-
bled. Matteo Petruziello fol-
lowed with a two-run double,
Chase Supan and Will Panza
singled to plate another run,
and Mikey Madera singled to
load the bases.

Hunkele then turned the

All-Star game July 8
benefits Register Fund

The Twilight League and
the New Haven Register
have, once again, teamed up
for Fresh Air Fund Day on July
8 at West Haven's Quigley Sta-
dium!

Tickets may be purchased
online in advance or at the
gate on game day.

The 2nd annual All-Star
Game will begin at 10 am,
with the 3rd annual Home
Run Derby immediately fol-
lowing at 1 p.m.

The 1st, 3rd, and 5th place
teams will make up Team
Greenwood, and the 2nd, 4th,
and 6th place teams will make
up Team Quigley.

In the Home Run Derby,
players from all six WHTL
teams will face off for the der-
by title.

Your $5 admission fee will
be donated to the Fresh Air
Fund and support its mis-
sion to send inner-city kids to
summer camp.

game around. With the bases
full with no outs and the A’s
looking to storm out to a big
lead, Hunkele escaped with no
further damage as he struck
out the next two batters and
got a ground out to end the
top of the inning.

The Marlins responded by
tying the game in the bottom
of the inning. Cam Cruz and
Axelrod walked to start the in-
ning, and both scored on Hun-
kele’s long homer to left.

The A’s took a 4-3 lead in
the second on Dylan Supan’s
homer to center and had a
golden opportunity to extend
the lead in the third. Again,
Hunkele was the difference.
Petruziello led off with a single
and Chase Supan reached on
an error, but Hunkele retired
the next three batters without
allowing a run.

The Marlins took the lead
for good in the bottom of the
inning as Jason Alling reached
on a one-out error, Cruz sin-
gled, and Axelrod hit a long
homer to left for a 6-4 lead.
Hunkele followed with his
second homer of the game for
a 7-4 advantage.

Facing a three-run deficit in
the fourth, the A’s once again

threatened. With Ray Gilbert
and Thomas Porto on second
and third with no outs, Hun-
kele got a strikeout, a pop out
and a ground out to end the

rally without any damage.
After the A’s went quietly
for the first time in the fifth,

the Marlins added an insur
See Majors, page 14

WEST HAVEN ACADEMY OF KARATE

=

SPECIAL

OFFER!
$19.95

One Month of Karate Lessons

Plus Uniform
(5145 Value)

766 Orange Ave, West Haven
203-932-5335

www.whakonline.com
www.tsdmgk.com

BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

GB MASONRY

Stone Walls * Sidewalks* Pavers
Chimneys * Brickwork * Stucco
Flag Stone* Stone Siding
17 Years Experience

(203-206-1159 - Call Jimmy

Fully Licensed & Insured

A g _' " Jobey A. Jacob, M.D.

est Hﬁvéh
Pediatrics
Y

367 Elm Stresl,

Phone; (203) 832-3227
Accepting New Patients fax, (203) 931-2848

wwwy wesihavenpediatrics. com

‘“We'll Be Pleased
To Serve
You...”

GCRAPHIC DESIGN

(203)691-8885
e,
=

A Veteran Owned Business
FOR PERSONAL * BUSINESS * RESALE

Call or e-mail for appeintments
Bruce Till hotographer O
Dani Tillotson Graphic Designer Owner

e-mail: banddtillotson@gmail.com

EMMETT'S AUTO SERVICE
REPAIRS AUTO BODY TOWING 24 HRS

EMMETT MAHER

Stone Walls* Stamp Concrete
Pavers * Stucco *Chimneys
Fireplaces * All Repairs

(203) 560-3553 -- Call Alex
Licenced and insured.

Frank Dawson
President of Liberty Coin Club, West Haven

Poor Man's Collectibles

135 Chestnut St
P.0. Box 1361
New Britain, CT 06052

203-934-0906

Buy & Sell Coins!
Dealers Welcome!

PLUS PLUMBING
---SAME DAY HOT WATER - - -

service and Installation of your Bathroom Sinlks
Leaky Faucets, Common Toilet Problems
Clearing Clogged Sink Drains, Garbage Disposal

Water Heaters and Icemakers.

$$$ SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT $$
CALL TONY (203) 584-6868

ANA'S HOUSECLEANING

Apsrtments - Kucheny - Rocdni= Bachpooans - Ofices
Professional & Reliable
7 Days A Week

(203)508-2095

Anahouseserv atl.com

Tiles of Distinction

Ceramic/Porcelain 4p Wood/Laminate Flooring 4p Carpeting

470 Frontage Rd. West Haven, CT

(203) 934-2600 - www.tilesofdistinctionwh.com
In The Tile Business Since 1953
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Brewers win Minors’ showdown

Compiled by Mike Madera

Special to the Voice

With two outs and the tying
run on third base, Brady Price
struck out the final batter of
the game and the Full Circle
Pizza Brewers won the West
Haven Little League Minors
Division Championship, 6-5,
over the Bilides General Con-
tractors Indians.

The exciting, final game
was played under the lights
at Morse Park before a large
crowd on Wednesday night
June 21.

The Brewers, led by head
coach George Price, finished
the season with a final record
of 13-1-1 (the only loss coming
to the Indians in the regular
season) while the Indians, and
their head coach Al Forgette,
finished the season with a 9-6
overall mark.

In the top of the first inning
Jey Scanlon got things started
for the Indians with a one-
out triple down the left field
line. Lucas Forgette drove

in Scanlon with a ground-
out and the Indians had a
1-0 lead. In the bottom of
the inning the Brewers came
roaring back. After a leadoff
walk to Thomas Rolfe, Price
launched a triple to right to
tie the score. After Price stole
home and J] Trager walked,
Dylan Agvent smoked a liner
up the middle that went all the
way to the wall for an inside-
the-park home run and a 4-1
lead.

Josh Osborne, the Indians’
starter, walked the bases load-
ed but was able to strike out
the side and limit the damage.

Keith Vail smacked a single
for the Indians in the sec-
ond. Rolfe, the Brewers’ start-
ing pitcher, had three strike-
outs and Vail was left strand-
ed.

Sean Studley relieved for
the Indians in the bottom of
the inning. Sandwiched be-
tween two strike outs, Chase
Agvent ripped a comebacker
that Studley calmly snared

— —

and threw to first for the out.
The Indians got a leadoff
walk from Dean Trucone in
the third. Studley’s RBI single
made the score 4-2 and Scan-
lon doubled to put runners on
second and third with only
one out. Price, the Brewers’
catcher, ended the threat by
throwing out both runners
trying to steal home on wild
pitches with Rolfe covering.
The top of the Brewers’ or-
der continued to put pres-
sure on the Indians in the
bottom of the third. Rolfe led
off with a hard shot to right-
center that took a bad hop
over Vail and rolled to the
wall. A strong relay throw
from Osborne pegged Rolfe at
the plate but interference was
called as Rolfe rounded third
and he was awarded a home
run. Price singled and Dylan
Agvent drove him in with
another single to left for a 6-2
lead. A great catch of a pop up
in foul territory by Forgette,
the Indians’ first baseman, and

The Indians and Brewerss show off their championship and runner-up trophies following
the championship game in the West Haven Little League Minor Division.

Majors: Marlins cop championship

Chris Miccio scored in the sixth for the A’s to

Continued from page 13
ance run in the bottom of the ining, when

Cruzz led off with a walk, moved to second on

a wild pitch, and scored on Hunkele’s double.

get his team within three runs.
But Romano recorded a strikeout for the final
out of the game out of the game.

|
e

e, |

The Marlins and A’s show off their championship and runner-up trophies following the

championship game in the West Haven Little League Major Division.

a strikeout by Studley ended
the inning.

Forgette singled sharply up
the middle and Osborne beat
out a dribbler in front of the
plate to start the top of the
fourth for the Indians. Josh
Mongillo then smoked a two-
run double to left and later
stole home to bring the Indians
within one run at 6-5. Despite
hitting batters Vail and Myles
Cortes, Rolfe was able to get
a strike out and preserve the
lead. Rolfe pitched four solid
innings with six strikeouts,
one walk and two HBP.

Studley struck out the side in
the bottom of the fourth. Price
came on in relief of Rolfe to
start the fifth for the Brew-
ers and struck out the side as
well.  Studley continued to
give the Indians a chance by
striking qut two more batters

and inducing a pop out to For-
gette. Studley finished with
nine strikeouts and no walks
in four innings of relief.

Leading off the sixth, For-
gette battled the hard-throw-
ing Price and drew a walk.

Price struck out the next two
Indians and only one out re-
mained between him and the
title.

Forgette would not make it
easy though as he stole second
and third to put pressure on
the righty. Price was up to the
challenge.

He blew a fastball past the
final hitter, threw his glove in
the air and was mobbed in the
infield by his teammates.

The Brewers celebrated a
hard-fought victory before
both teams shook hands at
home plate and congratulated
each other on a great game.

Dini Tournament opens

In the opening round of the Dini Tournament the Gunning
Law Firm Mets defeated the Augliera Mover Pirates, 5-1. Jayden
Roby was the winning pitcher allowing only one hit over four
innings. Jonathan Jackson and Maurizio Urriola had doubles
and RBI for the Mets. Maurizio also made an unassisted double
play to kill a Pirates rally. Marcus Burrows and Mark Lynch
had key hits for the Pirates.

The Baseball Card Mania Red Sox beat the Leslie Jeweler
Dodgers, 6-0.

The Pirates defeated the Dodgers, 6-5, in the losers’ bracket as
the Pirates had a late rally to take the lead.

In the winners’ bracket the Woodlawn Duckpin Bowling Yan-
kees beat the Mets, 10-3. Colby Faughnan, Mikey Alfano, and
Tenzin Kyaptenpa combined for 10 hits including 4 doubles.
Matt Cavallaro had two hits and Ryan Bernardi had a triple for
the Yankees. Ben Carfora had two hits and Jayden Roby had a
triple for the Mets.

Continuing in the winners’ bracket the Yankees defeated the
Red Sox, 7-1. Mikey Alfano had a homerun for the Yankees to
advance to the championship game.

Back in the losers’ bracket the Pirates beat the Mets, 7-6, in
a rain-shortened game. Adam Limauro had the winning RBL
Devin Bernier scored the tying run with Tegan Grillo coming in
for the go-ahead run. Ben Carfora had an inside-the-park home-
run for the Mets.

From the desk. ..

Continued from page 7
ing. He was the face of many organizations, civic, athletic and
fraternal.

But there was something Tinker exhibited among all other
traits. He was the voice of sanity among a cacophony of hyste-
ria. When people around him began to get too emotional, or let
their passions run wild, Tinker was the calming influence. He
had a way of bringing down the volume and making people
understand that while they might not agree on process, they all
agreed on goals.

For many years, he and his longtime buddy Steve Dargan
worked in tandem in the press box at Ken Strong Stadium with
Dargan doing the announcing and Blake the spotting. The ban-
ter between those two was something.

When he was first stricken with his disease five years ago,
I saw him in his office at City Hall. He was bound and deter-
mined to persevere and work through the disease — a disease it
took more than a year to diagnose.

The call that let me know about Tinker’s passing was like a
punch in the gut. Though I knew about his decline, there is al-
ways the faintest hope things will turn around. He was taken
from us too young.

To his mother, Lucille, and his wife, Maureen, we share in
your grief, but cannot know the pain you suffer now. To his
children, know that your father was great in all the little things
that make life worth living. To his friends, know he was a per-
son that made our lives a little better. To the community, know
that Tinker Blake is a person we all should aspire to as an ex-
ample of honesty, integrity and giving back to the community
that nurtured us.

Requiescat in pace.
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Classifieds

CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?
Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,
And I'll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience
Friendly service.

GUTTER CLEANING

SITUATIONS WANTED
CNA Companion, 30 years’ ex-
perience. Excellent References.
Mobile. Experienced with various
patient care. Days only.
Call (203) 901-9363

VOICE CLASSIFIEDS
203-934-6397

Seacrest Retirement

-Care managers- C.N.A. or Med
assistant background a plus
-Personal Care attendants

Great opportunity for experienced,
mature caregivers who want to
provide exceptional care and
service. All applicants subject to
criminal background check and
drug screening. Call 203 931
2510 , email info@seacrestweb.
com, or apply in person 588
Ocean Avenue. Part and full time

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street

parking, Use of penthouse meet-
ing room, janitorial services

Specialize in Condo Associa-
tion Mangement and Multi-Fami-

FOR RENT
West Haven -- Room. Share
bath, kitchen. On bus line, near
VA. $110 weekly, security and
references required. Text 203-
467-1234.

FOR SALE
Gas range, excellent condi-
tion. $175. Call (203) 934-1072.

Jay's Gutter Cleaning. Minor opportunities lies. 31 years of experience. Call

; f interview. FOR RENT
repairs, tree work, hedge-  COMPANIONS/CAREGIVERS us foran interview West Haven - Warehouse
trimming, power washing. Companion/Caregiver, over 10 VOICE CLASSIFIEDS HARBORVIEW REALTY space. Approx. 900 sq. ft. Call
Insured. Free estimates. Call years’ experience, good referenc- 203-934-6397 SERVICES (203) 877-1851.
(203) 506-9384 es. Bi-lingual, can provide trans- (202::3(-2355.

portation. Call 203-314-6424. P .fl
. - il i PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Grassy Hill Auctions
$ CASH $ For Your Items!! /ﬁ.ﬁm Call us for an interview.
Always Buying rf‘/' : z“] e We specia]jza in Condo
Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments ESTATE SALE SERVICES ﬂ !r‘, " M
(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone & n '_ i ﬁssnmatmn 31‘1333111311[
& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken . m * ]
or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, & ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS T E.Ild MUI'U' F 1es.
MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Qil Paintings, Old Signs, Old ' m gl years EKPETiEﬂEE.
Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting & H H 1 ™
Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,Jude M DICheIe & BI” PaStore Fom '
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military ltems, Owners i i
Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms, For more information, call Fran x 301
Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical (203) 868'1816
Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial . . [ e
Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney GraSSyHIIIAUCtlonS'Com ) (203) 932_6455
Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics, M
Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk
Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern Ca” Befo re You 140 Eﬂﬂtam Thﬂmas Bl'ﬁ'd
Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political ltems, . !
Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs... Th row Anyth | ng Away' ' ' REALTY SERVICES LLC West HE"."EH, CT y
& THE LIST GOES ON! L N
L
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“ | sat down for a coffee break with one of our
branch regulars the other day. He mentioned
setting up direct deposit into his free
MyLife Checking account has been a total
game changer. Because there’s no monthly
maintenance fees or minimum balance
requirements, he’s saving money. And his
paycheck hits his account two days early,
helping him to better budget his summer
weekends. The best part is knowing that he’s
achieving our vision of financial wellness. | tell
him the difference at USALLIANCE is we work
for him, and we both have a seat at the table.

4

- Al
USALLIANCE Branch Manager and
Cooperative Member

Get $100 When you open a MylLife
checking account and sign up for
direct deposit.*

Visit usalliance.org/get100checking or call
(914) 881-1717.

Brought to you by Al.
One of us at USALLIANCE.

Terms and conditions apply. Federally Insured by NCUA.

*QOne offer per social security number. Offer subject to change and only
valid for new USALLIANCE MyLife Checking accounts. Direct deposit
must be set up within 35 days of account opening to qualify. Offer valid
from June 26 through July 10, 2017. Restrictions and limitations may
apply. Promotion timing and conditions may change at the discretion of
USALLIANCE. Federally insured by NCUA. Equal housing lender.

SJ ALLIANCE

FINANCIAL"

\{

Visit us at our Main Street
& VA Hospital locations.

©2017 USALLIANCE Financial




