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Dinner chair
requests help
for 6th dinner

It’s been going on for almost three decades in some form or
other, but the most recent iteration of the “Community Thanksgiving Dinner” heads into its sixth year with organizers looking to make this year’s celebration one of the most successful
in memory. The dinner is again scheduled for the Fellowship
Hall of the First Church of Christ, Congregational, 464 Campbell
Ave., on Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 23.
Bill Ewry, chairman of the committee, mailed or delivered his
annual request and update letter to various organizations and
groups, looking for the many volunteers needed to make the
dinner a success.
“We have a solid core of volunteers,” Ewry said when visiting
the Voice office recently. “But, we still need more people to help
with the various tasks during the day.”
Those tasks can be delivery, helping with preparation or helping the serve the dinner. But there is also a need for donations
to help put the meal together. Pies are always needed, and, no
matter what your specialty, your help is always welcome.
“As a community dinner, we ask the community to help in
many ways, such as donating a baked pumpkin pie or other favorite pie; serving the meal; or helping with the cleanup,” Ewry
wrote in his annual letter to churches and organizations.
Over the years, the dinner has attracted hundreds of residents,
many of whom had nowhere to go on the holiday. Shuttles
transported residents from the various elderly housing projects
to the dinner as well.
As the dinner grew, the event took on more dinner-goers,
many decided an afternoon with friends and neighbors was the
way to celebrate the feast.
Those looking to make pie donations or to volunteer are asked
to call (203) 933-6291 or email at bill.fccwh@sbcglobal.net.
Pies will be collected on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
of Thanksgiving week, or can be dropped off by arrangement.
Last year, hundreds of dinners were served and organizers
expect the demand to be at least as great as 2016.
See Dinner, page 2
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‘Minute to Win It’

You had a “Minute to Win It” at the West Haven Community House last week. A Family Fun
Night staple for seven years, youngsters and their families took part in games – most with food
it seems – and fun under the supervision of WHCH staff and volunteers from SCSU. For more
details, see page 11.
Photo courtesy of WHHS

‘Dearly Departed’

Luciano Chambrelli age 4, of theWest
Haven Child Development Center, Inc.,
sees cloudy skies in
today’s forecast.
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The West Haven High School Theatre Workshop
presents “Dearly Departed” on Thursday and Friday, Nov. 16 and 17 in the WHHS auditorium at 7:30.
This hilarious play focuses on the Turpin family
proving that living and dying in the South is seldom tidy but always hilarious. Featuring the talents
of Mya Ginsberg, Austin Werner, Gillian Chadderton, David O’Brien, Dan Gallipoli, Andrew Brown,
S. Barry, Hanna Casman, Andre Roman-Groomes,
Courtney Skeens, Miranda Burrows, Shelby Gagne,
Gina Misurale, Wilson Valois, and Olivia Coppolased. Shown rehearsing a scene are: Gillian Chadderton, David O’Brien, Mya Ginsberg, Dan Gallipoli,
Shelby Gagne, Miranda Burrows, Andrew Brown.
Student tickets are $5 and adult tickets are $10 in advance, $12 at the door. Contact Margi Maher for more
information at Margaret.maher@whschools.org.
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Scholar-Athletes
Pictured above are WHHS James Delgado and Megan Paterson who are named the SCC Scholar-Athletes. James is
currently number one in the class with a GPA of 4.78. He is a
member of the National Honor Society and the captain of the
tennis team. Megan is ranked 5th in the class with a GPA of
4.55. She is the president of the senior class and the captain of
the volleyball team

Dinner: Pies
needed for
sixth feast
Continued from page 1
Originally begun under the
auspices of ACTION (Area
Congregations Together in
Outreach Networking), a
subgroup of the West Haven
Clergy Association, and later,
WHEAT (West Haven Emergency Assistance Taskforce),
the dinner began in the late
1980s during a time when
concern for the homeless and
shut-ins was a major social issue.
With the cooperation of the
city and various municipal departments, the dinner had volunteers from most of the city’s
churches, and conscripted the
aid of various businesses for
the preparation and delivery
of the dinners.
Always located at First Congregational Church, the Clergy Association and WHEAT
continued to have the dinner
under their umbrellas. That
was true until six years ago.
Changes in the organization
and a new focus on core responsibilities forced WHEAT
to look for other sponsors for
the dinner.
With other things planned
for the holidays, the agency’s
leadership believed it could
best do its job remaining true
to helping the needy in its
prime purpose of providing
food.
Begun under the Clergy Association, WHEAT trimmed
back its involvement and
looked for a new committee to
take over.
Ewry and a few volunteers
took over and have been running things ever since.
Those needing information
should contact Ewry at the
above number or call First
Congregational Church (203)
933-6291.
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New carillon
brings back
city tradition
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For decades, pedestrians
who happened to be in the
area around the Green at
noontime or after 6 p.m. heard
a familiar sound.
The electric carillon would
echo familiar hymn tunes to
the area. Many times people
would be heard humming the
familiar melodies. The chimes
at the First Congregational
Church of West Haven were a
part of the fabric of life in the
Center, pealing the hymns as
well as sounding the iconic
Westminister Chimes each
quarter-hour.
Over the years the bells experienced the fate of all flesh,
getting old and sometimes not
quite doing what they were intended to do. Eventually, the
familiar sounds ended, and a
part of what it is to be a New
England town seemed lost.
The lack of chimes from the
tower at First Church didn’t
go unnoticed.
Every now and then we’d
get a comment from a church
member, visitor or someone
in the community asking why
our church no longer plays
bells or music,” said the pastor, the Rev. Kathryn King.
Understanding that First
Church was more than just a
parish community, but a landmark, the recent adoption of a
parish mission plan had outreach in mind – even of the
musical variety.
“Our church recently adopted a mission plan, with community outreach being at the
forefront. What a wonderful
way to connect with the community!” said King of a new
carillon that was installed last
weekend.
It was not an unpopular
decision, but it did take some
time.
“The pastor and the Church
Council have been asking
about the purchase and installation of a new carillon system
for several months. The Board
of Trustees did our research,
selected a manufacturer, and
I’m happy to say the new
system was installed on Saturday, Nov. 11,” said Mike
Harrington, chairman of the
church’s Board of Trustees.
“The new carillon will allow
the community to once again
enjoy hearing the familiar
ring of the church bells, with
strikes on time, and with bells
heard occasion throughout the
year with seasonal music.”
Now that the new installation was made, the only thing
left was a formal dedication.
That will happen in 10 days
during the regular Sunday
service at First Church.
“Come if you can,” Rev.
King concluded.
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Dear Felicia

The Silly Season is over for
another two years – the local
Silly Season that is – and there
were jest a couple o’ surprises
to be had when the voting was
over Nov. 7. Sammy Bluejay
was fluttering betwixt the two
Demmie headquarters – the
official one for Rossi and the
ersatz one for O’Brien – and
some of the voting did raise
some eyebrows.
Yew remember that four
years ago when John Picard
tried to write himself into a
fourth term he lost by a handful of votes. Well, the same
can’t be said for hizzoner. The
plurality that Demmie Nancy
Rossi got almost choked a few
of the pundits and prognosticators that seem to think they
know what’s going on around
the berg.
People went into last Tuesday thinking herself was gonna win by a small margin or
that Davie Riccio was gonna
go over the top cuz the two
Democrats were gonna be
fishing outta the same vote
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pond. Well, not only did Rossi
git more votes than expected
– about 48 percent of the total – but Riccio didn’t do as
well as expected. There were
lotsa people hoping things
were gonna be close and that
a rejuvenated GOP might arise
outta the ashes.
That might still happen,
but the road the Republicans
in this town hafta hoe is still
a long one and a tough one.
They gotta git some new people on board, and they gotta
get more visible. Riccio had a
good idea in announcing his
candidacy almost two years
ago, they gotta keep that up.
Eventually, people are gonna
git tired of the intramural nonsense the Demmies seem to be
rutted in, and will give them
a chance. The inauguration of
the new administration is set
for Dec. 3 and details will be
coming out shortly one would
think.
~~~
Sammy Bluejay did indicate
that some of the problems in the

O’Brien camp are festerin’ jest
below the surface and the rankand-file are a bit miffed at those
in charge and aren’t letting their
miffdom go unspoke. The biggest
complaint had to do with the September loss and the fack that in
the eyes of some of the O’Brien
supporters their candidate was
not as aggressive as he might’ve
been. The word we’re getting is
that chances to really take the
Rossi campaign down were either ignored or were soft-pedaled.
That means – in the eyes of many
supporters – the leadership committed the most unpardonable sin
a politico can commit: expecting
to win.
The O’Brien camp didn’t get
into high gear until the write-in
candidacy was announced and by
that time it was too little, too late.
The chances of winning a writein vote are slim and bringing out
yore big guns when the campaign
was in a hole was kind o’ useless.
Finger-pointing happens after
every election, and we’re sure
it’s gonna continue into the next
little while. Suffice it to say that
the next big battle is coming in
March when the Town Committee has to reorganize. Yew can
imagine who has a mark on their
back for that ballot, and how that
is gonna play out. Does the word
“primary” mean anything? One
expects it’s gonna be another long
slog after the foist of the year.
~~~
One of the biggest hurdles
that might be coming up is the
election of a new chairman of
the City Council. This is usu-
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ally a perty good indicator of
the enmity betwixt the factions within the Democratic
Party. One time the saga went
on fer so long they elected a
Republican – Neil Cavallaro –
to the chairmanship cuz they
couldn’t stand the non-movement. It was a case of who was
gonna blink foist and nobody
did.
Well, Nelly Nuthatch sez
that the betting part of the party – which means every person
who darkens the door of one
of the city’s gin mills – is lining
up to see what the odds are on
each member. There are a few
favorites and a few dark horses. The consensus is that the
alignment on the council will
be 7 O’Brien people, which
means aligned with Party
Chairman Jim Morrissey, and
5 aligned with Rossi, who
topped out in the September
primary. They are linked with
what used to be the Picard faction. With that kind o’ split,
it might be a very interesting
two years. One would hope
the factions would kind o’
bury the hatchet and not in
each other’s noggins, but that
ain’t the way things work out
here in the Asylum by the Sea.
The loathing will continue jest
below the surface, and we’ll be
seeing it in whatever agenda
the new administration has to
offer. It’s gonna be a very interesting budget season after
the new year, that is for sure.
~~~
Iva Lootey came in and was
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wondering whot is gonna happen
with the Haven work now that
the election is over. As yew know,
the O’Brien people insisted that
the work was supposed to start
in late October and it wasn’t a
political ploy to start knocking
down domiciles that have been
standing for months. We shall
see. Effen things stop, we’ll have
our answer.
Still, there is another side of
this. Some are wondering effen
the new administration is gonna
put a stop to this and the high
school projeck just to see effen the
plans are what they are supposed
to be. Once again, we shall see.
Iva sez that word on the street
is that some are expecting that
either or both are gonna be given
a thorough going-over similar
to what’s happened in the past.
The high school, for example,
has 14 few classrooms than foist
planned, and that was a big complaint of candidate Nancy Rossi.
She maybe might wanna take a
gander at the plans.
~~~
Robby Raven came over and
sez that word is the G-wing of
the high school is in the process of being sealed off or cut
off or got ready for demolition,
and that the new date for that
is during Christmas break.
That is generally what we hoid
way back during the summer. Effen yew’ve traversed
near the high school recently,
you’d see that the former girls
gym is now reconfigured to
be a shop and that most of the
shop equipment was moved
there before last weekend.
The query before the house
is what is next. I hear-tell that
there is some angst over there
on McDonough Plaza cuz now
the gym classes and the shop
classes are gonna be intermingling somehow – like with a
common corridor. How that
is gonna translate into new
ways to cause consternation
is anyone’s guess. We were
kids once, consternation is the
coin of the realm when yore
of a certain age. In the words
of one of the denizens of our
office here, “It doesn’t sound
like anyone really thought this
thing out very carefully.” Ya
think?
~~~
Lastly, the new administration
means that some of the appointed
members of the staff will be, or
are, looking for new situations.
Word is starting to leak out about
this person being considered for
this job or that job, and the reactions from one or t’other part of
the community is rather interesting. We ain’t quite sure what
Mrs. Rossi has promised to anyone. We just know that promises
were probably made to some or
t’other. In the next few weeks, we
will find out,It’ll be a very interesting. Mitt luff und kizzez,

Cobina
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I love
this town.
Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516
Bus: 203-932-0591

Thanks, West Haven.
I love being here to help
life go right in a community
where people are making a
GLǥHUHQFHHYHU\GD\
7KDQN\RXIRUDOO\RXGR
™
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Rainforest creature
Our Lady of Victory School children enjoyed an assembly with a few rainforest animals. The
children learned about a variety of creatures, such as their way of living, cleanliness, what
types of food they would eat and other facts. Besides the boa in the photo the children also
enjoyed seeing a tarantula, Macaw parrot, iguanas, cockroach, and a tortious.
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State Farm, Bloomington, IL

FALL
CLEAN UP
More than 75 University of New Haven
students partnered with the West Haven
community and spent the day cleaning
up Allingtown. Armed with rakes, garbage
bags and brooms, they worked to improve
the Allingtown Green area as well our
surrounding neighborhoods.

| A Partner in the Community
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Audit of finances, personnel
first tasks of new leaders

Following her stunning victory in the September primary,
Nancy Rossi won last week’s municipal election in convincing fashion, capturing 48 percent of the vote in a three-way
race. The vote ended one of the most contentious intramural fights the Democratic Party has seen in many years, and,
once again, changes the balance of power between the three
warring factions that make up the city’s majority enclave.
That remains to be sorted out and must wait until the March
Town Committee elections to see if further realignment is in
the cards.
Mrs. Rossi for her part waged a campaign based on fiscal
restraint and responsibility, and will be able to put that theory
into practice come the swearing-in ceremony on Dec. 3. We
wish he well in this regard, as we have been critical not only of
the O’Brien administration but previous others for making the
annual budgeting process more an exercise in creative writing than a means of making prudent judgments concerning
our revenues and expenditures.
In the interim between now and Dec. 3, we hope the transition of power is both seamless and cordial. The city needs
continuity. All three candidates, Mrs. Rossi, Mayor O’Brien,
and Republican David Riccio put up a good campaign and
now must coalesce behind the winner.
We are disappointed by Riccio’s third-place finish, but believe he has laid the foundation for a future resurgence of the
GOP in the city. The city needs a strong two-party system to
keep things in order. Too much power by too few is a recipe for
the problems we’ve been having over the last quarter-century.
As we move toward this new administration, there are a few
matters we hope the Rossi teams take up immediately:
Forensic audit – While it might be an expense to the city
in the short-term, the administration and the taxpayers need
to know just what the financial shape of the city is. The problems that have plagued us are not new, have only worsened
over time, and need to be ferreted out in order to find the root
causes.
A forensic audit would give the administration and those
paying the taxes the information needed to make prudent but
necessary decisions going forward. We fear the city is more
than $16 million in debt, due more because procedural laxity than any nefarious reason; however, the laxity that comes
with any bureaucracy usually means things are not as they
seem. That is what an audit of this type will determine.
Along with this should be a look at city bonding and status
of those bonds already approved or those that are “in the
pipeline” for approval. The city cannot be burdened with high
debt service costs at a time when operational expenses cannot be met.
An administrative audit – Going along with the financial
look-see should be a determination of what can be done to
streamline city government, cutting away waste and eliminating positions that are unnecessary. This should be done not
only for rank-and-file workers both on the city-side and on the
education-side of the budget.
There especially should we look for redundancy and costcutting. Too often we are looking at teachers and low-scale
workers to cut costs. The fact is while the city’s school population has continued to decrease over the last several years,
the administrative budget has continued status quo.
Administrative positions on the city-side of the budget as
well on the school-side should be looked at with an eye toward getting rid of unnecessary or redundant positions.
A plan for fiscal and economic development – Administrations say they have plans, but oftentimes the plan is a piecemeal approach to bringing in economic development and with
it needed revenue. We believe a blue-ribbon panel including business and financial interests as well as city officials
should look over the opportunities available to West Haven,
and what areas of the city would be most attractive to those
who would put their money here.
Beach Street is a resource, for example, that has been a
non-starter. A plan for that area, which would boost city revenues, is long overdue.
On Dec. 3 the city takes an historic step in swearing in a
new administration. Given our longstanding difficulties and
the platform upon which the Rossi Team ran, we hope taxpayers can finally get a handle on the city’s financial health and
put a plan in place that will give us long-term healing.

Private citizens saved lives
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
Before the Texas church
shooter encountered any police officers, he was run off a
highway and dead. He had
been shot and chased by two
private citizens who took it
upon themselves to respond to
a heinous crime when no one
with a badge was anywhere to
be found.
The church shooting in
Sutherland Springs, Texas is
another heartbreaking chapter in the country’s epidemic
of mass shootings. Devin Patrick Kelley shot and killed 26
people and wounded another
20, accounting for nearly everyone in the small church.
The senseless cruelty is hard
to fathom.
The response by the two bystanders who refused to stand
by is something else entirely. It
was a characteristically smalltown American act of self-reliance that shows, no matter
how tattered our civil society
may be, it still produces people who will risk life and limb
for others without hesitation,
unbidden by anything other
than their own sense of obligation.
When Stephen Willeford,
55, heard of the shooting, he
left his house barefoot with his
AR-15 and started exchanging
fire with Kelley outside the
church. An expert shot, Willeford hit Kelley and reportedly
aimed for the gaps on his body
armor. When Kelley got in an
SUV and sped off, Willeford
jumped in Johnnie Langendorff’s truck and told him to
give chase.
Langendorff, 27, didn’t ask
any questions. He followed

Kelley at 95 mph down the
highway, until the perpetrator ran off the road. Willeford
jump out of the truck and rested his rifle on top of Langendorff’s hood and shouted for
Kelley to “get out.” The murderer apparently took his own
life with a gunshot.
In his interviews, Langendorff, with a scraggly beard
and a tattoo of a bull skull on
his neck, invariably wears a
cowboy hat. He is polite and
matter of fact (“he said ‘chase
him’ and so that’s what I did
-- I just chased him”), implying that anyone would have
done it.
This isn’t true, although it
is almost certainly more true
in America’s out-of-the-way
places. Self-help is imperative
in these areas because the alternative is no help, at least

not on a timely basis. Small
towns might not even have a
police department.
This gets to one of the root
causes of America’s gun culture: In swaths of the country,
a gun isn’t an optional extra
layer of self-protection, but a
necessary first defense. Rates
of gun ownership are highest
in remote, sparsely populated
states like Alaska, Idaho, West
Virginia and North Dakota. In
a poll of Texans a few years
ago, nearly half of the people
said they or a family member
owned a gun.
Any gun-control measure
that is sweeping enough to
make a dent in the country’s
gun stock and render gun
ownership difficult enough
to, at the margins, keep firearms out of the hands of psy-
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Dubel’s Cafe donates
for cancer awareness
From left, Art Gilbert and Dubel’s Cafe owner
Fred Hugendubel, co-chairmen of the Dubel’s
Golf Tournament, present a $5,850 check for the
West Haven Breast Cancer Awareness Program
to committee member Beth A. Sabo on Nov. 9 at
City Hall as tournament organizers and breast
cancer survivors Elma Mohan and Jo-Anne Hugendubel-Case look on. The money was raised at
the annual golf tournament in October.

Rossi outlines goals for first days
Ed. Note: In response to a request by the Voice, Mayor-elect
Nancy sent along an outline of
what she expects to accomplish in
her first days in office.
By Nancy Rossi
Mayor-Elect
First and foremost, I want
to thank the voters of West
Haven for their support and
confidence in me and my team
on Election Day. I am truly
humbled and look forward to
working for all the residents
of West Haven. My team and
I will dedicate the next two
years to improving our city.
During the transition, I
look forward to meeting with
department heads and city
staff to gain a better understanding of how each department operates, and to seek
insight and suggestions from
those on the “front line” about
how to deliver city services
more
effectively
and efficientmo
ore
re effecti
ive
v ly an
ly for our residents.
Beginning on day

one of my administration, my
team and I will initiate the
plans we shared during the
campaign to get the city back
on track.
The first order of business
will be to implement a hiring
freeze for all non-essential
staff, and a spending freeze
across all city department
budgets. My team and I will
re-evaluate the current budget and make required adjustments, working with the City
Council to process the changes
necessary to balance the budget. As the fiscal year will be
almost half over, we will act
quickly and decisively. It is
critical that we create a culture
of fiscal responsibility and accountability.
I will formally request that
the City Council begin the
charter revision process. The
process is complicated and
time-consuming; it needs to be

Letters

Won’t let 4th District voters down
Dear Fourth District Residents:
I am humbled that you have, once again, put your faith in me
to represent you on the City Council. Being on the City Council
was one of the greatest honors of my life, and I am privileged
to be given another opportunity to do so. I would like to thank
Stacey Riccio for her service to the Fourth District over the past
two years.
I wish to extend my gratitude to Peter Davis, my opponent
running on the GOP ticket, for being a true gentleman while
standing outside with me, in the cold, for14 hours. I hope to
have an opportunity to work with you in the future.
West Haven faces serious challenges going into the next two
years. I pledge to work diligently with Mayor-Elect Rossi, her
staff and my colleagues on the City Council to find solutions
to these problems without putting further burden on you. I am
always open to collaborating with anyone with ideas on how to
make West Haven better and brighter.
Thank you again for entrusting me with this responsibility. I
won’t let you down.
Mitchell Galignano,
4th District Councilman-elect

Lowry: Heroes

Continued from page 6
chopaths will inevitably affect law-abiding people as well.
In places like rural Texas, that would rightly be considered a
serious imposition. Without a gun, if something goes wrong, the
only option is sitting and waiting for the authorities to show up.
And the likes of Stephen Willeford and Johnnie Langendorff,
obviously, aren’t the waiting kind.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2017 by King Features Synd., Inc.

addressed sooner rather than
later. To prevent future budget deficits and make our government more efficient, better
control measures must be incorporated in the charter.
Development is important
to the revitalization of our city.
My team and I will meet with
developers that have current
or proposed projects in the
city. We look forward to working with the Havens Group to
help expedite the project on
Water Street.

MAYOR-ELECT ROSSI

I completely support and
am looking forward to assisting with the revitalization of
the city’s Allingtown district
to attract more commercial
tenants. The Beach Street area
and downtown are also top
concerns. Opening the arts
center will be a key element of
creating foot traffic and drawing people to the downtown
area.
As a shoreline community,
West Haven has so much to offer residents and visitors alike.
We have beautiful beaches,
great restaurants, large parks,
athletic facilities, environmental preserves, a growing
university, and a long storied
history.
My administration wants to
ensure a fun and safe environment for all. My team and I
will coordinate with residents
and local organizations to address and improve quality of
life issues throughout the city,
beginning with better mainte-

nance of our athletic facilities
and parks,
Active boards and commissions are crucial. I will appoint
qualified individuals who will
work tirelessly on behalf of all
West Haven residents to improve the city. Two important
city boards, the Tree Commission and the Finance Board,
have not met in over a year.
Re-establishing regular meeting schedules and goals for
these boards will be an immediate priority.
I want to establish an
Environment Committee to
monitor environmental issues,
run educational programs
and potentially oversee and
improve the city’s recycling
program.
My team and I have set an
ambitious schedule and will
work hard to move the city in
a new direction in the coming
months.
We welcome your input and
ideas.

NOTICE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO
WEST HAVEN ZONING REGULATIONS
Notice is hereby given that an application has been
submitted to amend the West Haven Zoning Regulations.
Proposed Amendments to the Zoning Regulations: (a)
to allow Medical Regional Operations Center (MROC) as a
permitted use within the Industrial Planned Development
(IPD) Zone, (b) to provide a definition of MROC and (c) to
establish the parking and loading requirements for the
same.
Public Hearing: November 28, 2017 at 7:00 PM in the
Harriet North Room, 2nd floor, City Hall, 355 Main Street,
West Haven, CT. Copies of the application are available
for review at the Office of Planning & Development, City
Hall, 355 Main Street, West Haven, Connecticut; 203-9373590. Applicant: Yale New Haven Health Services Corp.;
File #ZR 17-071.
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Lowe’s cited for Painter Park work
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
The Connecticut Recreation
& Parks Association will
recognize Lowe’s of Derby
for the home improvement
store’s philanthropic work
in renovating the “Maureen’s
Dream” wooden playground
in Painter Park.
Store manager Peter Ouellette will receive the association’s Selected Organization
Award during its 57th annual
Conference & Tradeshow
Nov. 21 at the Mohegan Sun
Hotel & Convention Center in
Uncasville.
“Lowe’s contribution to our
city was extremely generous,
and this award from the Connecticut Recreation & Parks
Association is well-deserved,”
Mayor Edward M. O’Brien
said. “Without the donation
from Lowe’s and the hard
work of the volunteers, an
iconic park in our community
may not have been able to stay
open.”
“This park provides the
children of West Haven with
a fun, safe place to play with
their friends, and thanks to
Lowe’s donation, this will
continue for years to come,”
O’Brien said. “I would like to
congratulate Lowe’s on receiving this award and thank them
once again for their wonderful
contribution to West Haven.”
Ouellette will represent the
employee volunteers of his
Derby store, known corporately as Lowe’s Market 1251,
when he accepts the award
on their behalf at the two-day
conference, which begins Nov.
20.

“With over 300 parks and
recreation professionals and
over 95 exhibits, CRPA’s annual conference is a great
place for networking, sharing
ideas, learning about current
trends, and getting a pulse on
what is happening in the parks
and recreation industry,” said
Amy Wilcox of the Newington-based nonprofit organization, which is dedicated to the
promotion, development and
improvement of all recreation
and parks services in Connecticut.
“This two-day conference
and tradeshow boasts over
25 educational sessions, five
networking events, an awards
show and an exhibit hall,”
Wilcox said.
According to CRPA’s website, the criterion for the Selected Organization Award
comprises the following: “The
organization should have
made an outstanding voluntary contribution to the field
of public recreation and parks,
significant enough to have
had a stimulating effect on recreation at a town, city, state or
national level.”
For five weeks, starting Aug.
26, 2016, dozens of Lowe’s
employees painstakingly restored the Painter Park playground on Kelsey Avenue for
their annual “Lowe’s Heroes”
community service project.
Then, on Oct. 15, 2016,
O’Brien and other West Haven
officials dedicated the refurbished wooden playground
in honor of park neighbor
and former city schoolteacher
Maureen Blake as more than
100 happy children, parents

and volunteers looked on.
Moments later, O’Brien signaled the reopening of the
newly named Maureen’s
Dream playground to the
throng of anxious children,
who immediately scampered
into the fenced-in area to play
on the castle-themed structure’s arsenal of swings and
slides for the first time in six
months.
O’Brien lauded Blake for
leading a grass-roots movement to bring a playground
to the neighborhood more
than two decades ago. He
also praised the volunteers
from four area Lowe’s stores
for “your extraordinary dedication and selfless contributions” to the structure’s extensive rehabilitation.
As part of their labor of
love, the stores donated about
$10,000 worth of materials.
O’Brien, who was surrounded by many of the Westies
who constructed the original playground and many of
the Lowe’s employees who
restored the aging structure,
also thanked the Department
of Parks and Recreation, the
Parks and Recreation Commission and the West Haven
Fire Department for working
together “to help the children
of West Haven and this beloved playground.”
Blake said the playground
was a community and team
effort that included the aid of
numerous residents.
The dedication also included remarks from city recreation program coordinator
Tom Conroy, who organized
the renovation project and

helped O’Brien reveal the
playground’s new Maureen’s
Dream sign.
Conroy said the playground
was erected over five days in
May 1994 by a group of about
100 volunteers with a shared
vision for building for West
Haven’s future.
During the late morning
dedication, O’Brien presented
plaques enshrined in appreciation to Blake and Lowe’s,
which was represented by
Ouellette and Milford store
manager John Cipriano.
“A special thanks to Lowe’s
of Derby, Milford, New Haven and Orange for their extraordinary volunteerism and
invaluable donations to the
renovation and restoration of
this playground 22 years later,” the plaque reads.
According to city officials,
the playground had fallen into
disrepair and was ordered
closed in April 2016 by West
Haven’s insurance carrier because of safety concerns.
Two months later, ParkRec received an estimate of
$150,000 to $180,000 to rehabilitate the popular playground.
Thankfully, over the summer
of 2016, Cipriano answered
the call for help and contacted O’Brien through Marilyn
Wilkes, chairwoman of the
city’s Beautification Committee, about taking on the playground restoration for Lowe’s
community outreach project.
The company previously
helped Wilkes with her Community Garden project behind
the former Molloy Elementary
School.
Cipriano then mobilized a

four-store team for the ambitious undertaking, which was
supervised by Ouellette.
The work, done at no cost
to city taxpayers, included
replacing all swing set equipment and hardware, beams
and boards, and benches. It
also included restabilizing the
wooden retaining wall, adding picnic tables and fresh
mulch, and re-staining the
playground.
West Haven firefighters
pitched in by power-washing
the playground before it was
stained by Lowe’s.
Lowe’s, headquartered in
Mooresville, North Carolina,
has been “improving home
improvement” for more than
60 years.
The Connecticut Recreation
& Parks Association, created in
1949, provides a support network for its members through
professional development and
resources to enhance the quality of recreation and parks services statewide.
The association’s membership is composed of more
than 650 individuals from municipal and private nonprofit,
parks, recreation and camp organizations.
It is represented by 130 of the
169 municipal parks and recreation departments in Connecticut.
CRPA’s members consist of
municipal department professionals, volunteer commission
members, students, professors
and business representatives,
as well as interested individuals in all levels of service in the
parks and recreation field.
Members are offered education, advocacy and cost-savings programs to better serve
their communities, according
to the association’s website.

Historical Society
plans Holiday Fair
Nov. 18 at Poli
Weekly Specials
Monday: Prime Rib "au jus",
house made mashed
potatoes with gravy -

$20.95
Tuesday: at the Bar4:30-6:30
$6 Martinis, $6 appetizers,
$5 House Glass of Wine
Wednesday and Thursday Prix Fixe Menu-Choice of
Appetizer,
Entree andd
Apppet
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The annual Holiday Fair,
sponsored by the West Haven
Historical Society, will be held
on Saturday Nov. 18 from 104.
The event will take place at
the Poli House, 686 Savin Ave.,
across from the Green.
Featured this year will be
jewelry, specialty Cards and
Notes including West Haven
scenes, hand-knitted hats and
clothing, painted glassware,
holiday gifts, baked goods,
and West Haven books and
historical items available for
purchase that day.
A special Giving Tree, always a holiday favorite, will
also be featured.
For a $10 donation, individuals may choose an ornament
containing donated items
from various merchants and
donors.
Admission is free and the
public is welcome.
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Gripe Vine
Dear Eleanore Turkington:
Every night this whole area
where I live, Simon Place, in
West Haven, there is a heavy
odor like a burning trash
dump that fills the air. We
have to close all our windows
or else this stench would fill
the house.The police and fire
departments don’t have an
answer where it comes from.
Anything you could come up
with, I would surely appreciate.
Odor Conscious
Dear Odor Conscious:
Francis Withington, West
Haven’s Complaint Officer
received your complaint and
he said, “I can’t determine the
cause of the smell. I know that
until floodgates are installed
by the state for Cove River,
much of the vegetation rots
and stinks when the tide goes
out.”
I’m really curious; Odor
Conscious and can appreciate your being uncomfortable
with this “stench”. Please let
me know when it stops and I
hope it will, or if it continues,
and I’ll investigate it further.
Gripe Vine Readers:
Back in July, a complaint
from a reader appeared in
Gripe Vine relating to the
condition of Colonial Park.
My reader indicated at the
time, that the park looked
abandoned and had become a
parking facility for the people
on both sides of it. My reader
stated, “Some of the people
here also dump their grass
clippings and the leaves in the
fall. The city plants flowers at
the park, but the remainder of
the park is a disaster.”
At the time, I contacted our
city’s complaint officer, Francis Withington, who indicated
he would follow up on the
condition of this park.
However, very recently, I
received the following letter from an irate Gripe Vine
Reader:
Dear Eleanore Turkington:
I drive by Colonial Boulevard at least two times a week.
Nothing has changed at Colonial Park.
I often wonder if the people
who live on the Boulevard pay
extra taxes to park their vehicles along with trucks, etc.,
of people working on their
homes. Most of these houses
have driveways longer than
150 feet.
I remember when this part
of Colonial Boulevard was a
beautiful spot with its running
brook and well-groomed landscape, no cars or trucks.
Let’s get it back to a place
of West Haven pride, not the
dump the neighbors have
made it into.
An Observer
Attention Traffic Department of the West Haven Police Department:

There are some traffic violations I am sure you will be interested in following up:
My readers are writing in
to complain of the one-way
street on Park Street and Washington Avenue where the one
way signs near the Savin Rock
School is located. Drivers
are continuing to cross over
Washington Avenue and continue to go down Park Street
to reach Campbell Avenue.
Also, Voss Road, recently
repaved, with a No Through
Truck sign clearly stating the
ordinance, is being disregarded by trucks using this road.
Please, WHPD, check this out.
To the readers who notified
Gripe Vine of these violations,
let me know if an improvement has taken place.
If you have a complaint,

Gripe Vine c/o The West Haven Voice, 666 Savin Ave.

Please include your name, address and phone number.

TURKINGTON
question or comment, email
me at gripevine4wh@aol.com
or drop a note in the mail to

Please Join Us!
MEMBER APPRECIATION DAY!
Exclusively for

Current Members and Potential Members
Location:

Dates & Times:

USAlliance Financial
502 Main Street
West Haven, CT 06516

November 17

USALLIANCE Financial specialists will
discuss a wide range of topics including:

To register or for more
information, please contact:

Mortgages and Home Equities

Randall DeGeorge

Building Credit

800-431-2754 ext 6852

Loans of all kinds!

rdegeorge@usalliance.org

9 AM-3:30 PM
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Around Town
Christmas Fest at 1st Church

Irish-American Club breakfast

The annual Christmas Fest is set on Saturday, Dec.
2, from 9-2:30 at First Congregational Church, on
the Green, 464 Campbell Ave. Craft and candy vendors, a bake sale, a Silent Auction, delicious breakfast & lunch oﬀerings, pictures with Santa from 122, Christmas carols, and a raﬄe of Christmas trees,
wreaths, and other items (raﬄe drawing begins at 2).
The Book Sale, the White Elephant, and the SERRV
Shop - with gifts from all over the world - will be
open for your Christmas shopping pleasures. Proceeds from the festival benefit WHEAT, our church
Steeple Fund and our church groups. Contact the
church for more info at (203) 933-6291.

The West Haven Irish-American Club is hosting its
annual fundraiser for the scholarship fund at Applebee’s, Orange. The pancake breakfast is Saturday,
Nov. 18 from 8-9:45. Tickets are $6 for a full breakfast, including juice and coffee. Call Charlie at (203)
934-9740 for tickets and information.

WH Garden Club Holiday Fair
The West Haven Garden Club will host its Holiday
Fair on Thursday, Dec. 7 at City Hall, 355 Main St.,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. There will be a bake sale, raffles
and crafts.

NARFE slates December confab
The National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association, Chapter 257, will hold its Annual
Holiday Party and Installation of Elected Officers
on Monday, Dec. 4, 1 p.m., at Brazi’s Restaurant, 201
Food Terminal Plaza, Long Wharf, New Haven. Reservations are required; RSVP by Nov. 30. Reservations/Info: Linda at (203) 287-8673.

Christkindlmarkt at Harugari
The annual Christkindlmarkt of the Harugari Singing
Society is planned for Sunday, Dec. 3 from noon to 3
in the club hall, 66 Highland St.Come to the hall and

pick up some Christmas crafts and gifts. Homemade
baked goods will also be for sale.
Doors open at noon.
Admission to the market is free. Included is a
Rindsrouladen Dinner at 2. Cost of the dinner is $20
for members and $25 for non-members. Reservations
are required for the dinner. Call Barbara, (203) 6403656 or the club (203) 933-9930 to reserve your dinner.

First Lutheran Fall Festival
First Lutheran Church, 52 George St, will host its
annual fall festival on Saturday, Nov. 18 from 9-2.
There will be vendors, baked goods, white elephant,
raffles and refreshments.

Trees of West Haven Dec 2, 3
The Ward-Heitmann House Museum will hold its
annual Trees of West Haven event at St. John Vianney Church Hall on Saturday Dec. 2 and Sunday,
Dec. 3 from 10:30 a.m. until 4 p.m.
There will be many raffle prizes and we are
looking for a few vendors or crafters to attend either
one or two days. Please call (203) 934-6921 or e mail
dgbeckwith@sbcglobal.net for more information if
you are interested.

Rockin’ the Holidays at SRCS
Savin Rock Community School is sponsoring the
Rockin’ the Holidays Festival on Saturday, Nov. 18,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the school gym, 50 Park St.
Great shopping for the holidays.
Items supplied by local vendors and artists. Raffles, entertainment, bake sale, food court, and more.

FIREFIGHTER / EMT / PARAMEDIC
The West Haven Fire Department will be conducting an Entry Exam on Saturday December 16,
2017 at West Haven High School 9:00am. This exam will be for entry level FirefighterParamedic/EMT. This is a Fire Police Selection Inc. (FPSI) exam. The fee for this exam is $65.00
and shall be submitted on line with the application and certification documents.
Application documents and fee must be submitted through www.FirefighterApp.com.
Application deadline is December 1, 2017.
Qualifications to sit for the exam:
18 years of age (by date of the exam)
United States Citizen or legally authorized to work in the U.S
The West Haven Fire Department is a progressive Class II Department providing fire suppression,
fire rescue, hazardous materials intervention/protection, emergency medical care and mutual aid,
responding to more than 6500 calls per year. The WHFD/ Center District has four twelve-person
platoons, which rotate four 24/72 hour shifts. The department offers a competitive salary/benefit
package. Health and dental benefits, annual health and fitness program and a retirement plan.
Applications can be submitted on www.FirefighterApp.com after November 4, 2017
The West Haven Fire Department is an equal opportunity employer.

Submitted Photo

Returning home
Former National Hockey League and International player and West Haven Youth Hockey Association alumnus Eric Boguniecki addresses the
players and fans at Edward L. Bennett Rink last
weekend after being honored by the local organization. The former Florida Panther and current
assistant coach for the American Hockey League’s
Bridgeport Sound Tigers remembered his years in
the city fondly.
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City families have a ‘Minute to Win It’
Last week West Haven Community House (WHCH) held its 7th annual “Minute to Win It” family game
night, a collaborative tradition with
Southern Connecticut State University (SCSU) students where families
participate in the challenging games
and activities based on the popular
television show of the same name.
The annual event, which includes
a delicious dinner, is free of charge
to families of students enrolled in
WHCH’s in-school, before and afterschool childcare program. As part of
a hands-on community class project,
SCSU students organized and coordinated the evening under the direction of Deb Smith, a professor in SCSU’s Recreation and Leisure Studies
Department.
The Community House helps

working families by providing a
safe and affordable place for their
children to be during before and after school hours while parents are
working. The program offers fun
individual and group activities and
meaningful learning experiences for
students in Kindergarten through
sixth grade at West Haven public
school sites including Carrigan, Forest, Mackrille, Molloy, Pagels, Savin
Rock, Seth Haley, and Washington.
The family game night includes
ten activities designed to test the
participants’ hand-eye coordination
and agility skills. Contestants, young
and old, took part in a high-energy
Zumba warm-up session led by Carol James, WHCH Children and Youth
Services Director, before teams competed in the 60-second challenges

with prizes given out to the winners
of each game.
“This is my favorite time of year
when all our students and their families, including siblings, parents, and
grandparents, get together to enjoy
dinner and have fun together playing games and enjoying each other’s
company,” said Carol James. “The
collaboration is a Win-Win for everyone including SCSU students as
well as the families we serve in our
before and after school childcare. The
Southern students did a tremendous
job and our kids and families really
enjoyed themselves.”
For more information about West
Haven Community House and the
services they offer, please contact
(203) 934-5221 or visit them online
at www.whcommunityhouse.org.

Cookies served as a means for one of the
games during Family Night.

Luxurious
Affordable
Assisted & Memory Care

588 Ocean Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516

203-931-2510
www.seacrestweb.com

Located directly on Long Island Sound
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Historian’s corner
Coach John
We gratefully acknowledge
the story submitted by William
Stapleton and Casey Stapleton,
which was used in the creation of
this column.
If you frequented West Haven sporting events during the
1960s or 1970s, it is likely that
you saw him: a solitary, grayhaired figure, tall and thin,
shuffling along the sidelines,
and flashing a “V for victory”
from time to time.
“Who is that guy?” “Oh,
that’s Coach John.” And that’s
all that anyone seemed to
know. Time has passed, and
memories have faded, but the
image of this enigmatic man
still remains. So, just who was
Coach John, and what was his
story? Well, it’s like this:
John Stapleton was born
about 1905 in Holyoke Massachusetts to William and Lillian Stapleton. John, his three

sisters, Mary (Glynn), Eleanor (Farrell) , Elizabeth (Betty
Haley) and parents eventually
moved to West Haven, where
another brother, William, was
born in 1918. By this time
John was attending the old
West Haven High School at
the corner of Union Avenue
and Center Street. After his
graduation, John went to work
for the telephone company. It
was a well-known fact that if
you gave John the number of
a telephone pole, he could tell
you the exact location from
memory. He had an amazing
knack for statistics; for such is
the way with autistic savants.
John was not very athletic,
so if he was known for anything it would be for record
keeping and things of that nature. He never played sports
or coached any teams but he
would share with his listeners
everything he had read, and

By Dan Shine

with great detail.
In his 20’s John had what in
those days was called a mental
breakdown. Very little of this
period in his life is known today. John’s siblings only remembered the conversations
and arguments that they were
too young to understand. One
brother remembers his mother arguing not to send John
away. The stigma associated
with mental illness, and unreliable results in dealing with
them ultimately compelled
the family to care for John at
home.
The children grew up and
were married; and eventually
it was just John, his parents
and one brother living in their
house on Brown Street. Finally, John’s brother married, just
at the time that their mother
passed away; the responsibility of caring for John now fell
on the shoulders of the newlyweds, who would eventually
care for him along with their
own children.
As the children grew, they
were enlisted into the role of
caregiver, and took turns at
looking after their uncle. According to John’s nephew,
“My uncle had his room upstairs and hardly came out,
except to go to work. I remember leaving a dish for supper
at his door and returning to
find the empty plate cleaner
than a whistle. When I did get

the rare opportunity to talk to
uncle John he would rattle off
baseball statistics or players’
histories that would impress
the best of sports announcers. Unfortunately at age five
I did not know the difference
between an earned run average and daylight saving time. I
didn’t have a clue what he was
talking about.”
In 1957 John’s father passed
away. By now, John was only
able to hold simple jobs as
a dishwasher at locations in
New Haven and West Haven.
No one remembers just exactly when John became a fan
of West Haven High School,
but what a fan he became! He
would run along the sidelines
of the football games and keep
an unofficial score at the High
School and Twilight League
baseball games. He also went
to the old Sailors games and
all the Yale games. John befriended a great football legend by the name of John Poe; it
is believed that this might have
been the time that “Coach”
was added to his name.
In the early 1960’s Coach John
slipped on a patch of ice and
broke his leg. A compound
fracture of the tibia would
lead to a year or more of surgeries and rehabilitation. The
entire family labored day and
night to try and ease John’s
pain and suffering which at
times seemed unending. Fi-
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COACH JOHN
nally, it was decided that John
to would have to move out on
his own, once he had healed.
Ultimately, he was able to rent
a room on Main Street. The injury would leave John with a
permanent limp, and later his
famous shuffle.
It did not keep him from the
sidelines but he was certainly
slower and would hop more
than run.
Many West Haven athletes
will recall that Coach John
would give a silver dollar to
the most outstanding player
at each game; hopefully the
recipients kept these coins
because it not only meant the
Coach was recognizing their
achievements; it also meant
that he probably did not eat
that night; for he was a man
of very meager finances, and a
dollar would have gone a long
way for him.
By the early 1980’s Coach
John’s movements had slowed
down considerably, and it was
evident that something was
taking its toll on him; ultimately, he succumbed to cancer.
Those who attended his
wake and funeral were surprised to find a most touching
gesture: some anonymous,
appreciative soul had left their
own hard-earned West Haven
Varsity letters in Coach John’s
casket, as a final gift to someone who had made a difference to them.
We—each of us—are brought
into this world, and given a
unique set of physical and
mental gifts and challenges
that we are to carry with us
throughout this life; and we
know not why they were chosen for us.
It is our task to make the best
of them, and to go forward,
helping others to the best of
our abilities. In his own way,
Coach John understood this,
and used his own humble gifts
for the betterment of others.
It is comforting to know that
although he didn’t get to enjoy
them in life, the Coach finally
received the High School letters that he so truly deserved.
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Devils clip Falcons’ wings, 45-7
The West Haven football team hosted the Xavier Falcons on
Friday night in Ken Strong Stadium. After paying tribute to
their seniors, the Blue Devils went out and dominated the Falcons, 45-7, to clinch a spot in the CIAC playoffs.
The Westies took advantage of a Falcons’ fumble on their first
possession of the game at their own 35-yardline. Two plays later, Chris Chance took a handoff and raced 28 yards for the first
of his three touchdowns on the game. The Westies tacked on a
two-point conversion on a wild, bad snap that was corralled by
Latrell Best, who scrambled around, pitched the ball to Chance,
who then found Zach Conlan with pass in the end zone for the
8-0 lead just 2:23 into the game.
Xavier then drove deep into West Haven territory but was
stopped on fourth down at the Blue Devils’ 10-yardline. Chris
Chance then found an opening and bolted 83 yards to increase
the lead to 15-0 with 2:46 left in the first quarter.
The West Haven defense came up with another, huge stop
on fourth down, when it sacked the Falcons’ quarterback and
put the Westies back in business. It was Chris Chance again,
this time on a run of 31 yards to make it a 21-0 West Haven lead
with 9:01 left in the half.
After the Falcons were able to get on the board with a touchdown, the Blue Devils chewed up yards and clock with a drive
that was capped by a leaping Kyle Godfrey from one yard out
with nine seconds left in the half to make it 27-7.
The Blue Devils picked up right where they left off in the second half when Kyle Godfrey rushed for a touchdown 1:24 into
the third quarter to increase the lead to 33-7. Joe Steinman then
came up with one of his two interceptions to set up the Westies
again. Zach Conlan rushed for a 13-yard touchdown with 7:32
left in the third quarter and then for a 28-yard touchdown with
3:46 left in the quarter to solidify the West Haven lead at 45-7.
That was more than enough and the Blue Devils coasted the
rest of the way. Chris Chance finished with 190 yards on the
ground and three touchdowns while Zach Conlan had 108
yards and two touchdowns and Kyle Godfrey had 85 yards
and two touchdowns for the Westies.
With a postseason berth clinched, the Blue Devils will be
looking to improve their position and grab a home, playoff
game when they visit the Fairfield Prep Jesuits on Thanksgiving Day at 10.
The girls soccer team traveled to battle the Trumbull Eagles
in the first round of the CIAC playoffs in a driving rain on
Tuesday night. Just 4:05 into the contest, Kelsey Gilmore split
two Trumbull defenders and drilled a shot over the Eagles’
goalkeeper and into the top, left corner for an early 1-0 lead.
Trumbull was able to respond 5:18 later to knot the score at 1-1.
See Westies, page 14

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Chris Chances races for
his third touchdown of the
game vs Xavier. The Westies
secured a CIAC playoff berth
with the win.
Left -- Keegan Riccio heads
the ball vs Trumbull in firstround playoff action. West
Haven was ousted by the Eagles, 3-1.
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WestieBlue in touch
Chris Chance and the West
Haven football team are well
aware of what is at stake over
the last two regular season
games. The Westies were looking to clinch a bid in the postseason before its showdown
at Fairfield Prep Thanksgiving morning. Chance, who
is recovering from an ankle
injury, made sure that happened. Rushing for 190 yards,
including 174 yards and three
touchdowns in the first half
alone, Chance led the Westies
to a 45-7 victory over Xavier in

a Southern Connecticut Conference Division I contest at
Ken Strong Stadium in West
Haven Friday evening.
With the victory, West Haven
inched closer to the postseason, entering the Thanksgiving Day showdown in Fairfield.
“I thought we played a good
game,” Chance said. “We
needed this win. The offensive
line blocked great. They did a
great job for us. I am just getting back (ankle injury). It feels
great. We have two weeks to
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By Mike Madera
get ready for Fairfield Prep.”
West Haven dominated on
the ground, scoring all seven
of its touchdowns by way
of the running game. Along
with Chance’s three scores,
Kyle Godfrey and Zach Conlan each also ran for a pair of
scores. “You see what a difference a healthy Chris Chance
makes,” West Haven coach
Rich Boshea said. “We are not
making any excuses with the
way we have played. But, he
is a terrific player. He adds to
our offense.”
The Westies (8-1), who forced
three turnovers in the contest,
set the tone of the game right
from the start as Douglas Johnson recovered a fumble by the
Falcons on the initial drive of
the game. Just two plays later,
Chance scored the first of his
three first half touchdowns
from 28 yards out, giving
West Haven an 8-0 lead after
Chance hit Conlan on the conversion attempt 2 minutes, 23
seconds into the contest.
After Xavier was stopped on
fourth down at the West Haven 11 on its next drive, Chance
raced around the edge for an
83-yard score and a 15-0 lead
with 2:46 left in the opening
quarter.
“Our defense played great tonight,” Boshea said. “(Coach)
Mark Manes did a great job
with the defense tonight.”
Xavier, which continued its
pattern of alternating wins
and losses this season, saw

WestieBlue.com

Tyrone Abrahams run for 97
yards in the first half, but another promising drive by the
Falcons ended with a sack of
quarterback Will Levis at the
West Haven 41. Six plays later,
Chance ran in from 31 yards
out for a 21-0 advantage 2:59
into the second quarter.
Xavier (4-5) finally finished a
drive with 8 minutes left in the
first half as Abrahams ran for
36 yards, and the Falcons were
aided by a pass interference
penalty on West Haven. Abrahams capped the drive when
he ran in from 12 yards out to
get the Falcons within 21-7.
Any momentum the Falcons had disappeared when
West Haven took 7:51 off the
clock, using 16 plays to travel
77 yards. Godfrey ran for 85
yards in the game and capped
a dominant first half in which
West Haven held a 276-157
yard advantage, with a 1-yard
plunge with nine seconds left
in the half for a 27-7 West Haven lead.
“They are an outstanding
team,” Xavier coach Andy
Guyon said. “Their record is
not indicative of how good
they are. Their backs are outstanding and their offensive
line does what it is supposed
to do. They do their jobs
well. They are a well-coached
team.”

West Haven, which gained
412 yards in the game, never
let off the gas in the second
half, using a pair of Conlan
touchdown runs to take a 45-7
lead. Conlan, who ran in from
13 and 29 yards to start the
third quarter scoring, finished
with 108 yards on nine carries
in the game.

Photo courtesy of Todd Dandelske

Player of the
Week

West Haven senior football
player Chris Chance (1) is the
Vio’s Sports Plus/Westie Blue
Player of the Week. Chance
ran for 190 yards and three
touchdowns in a 45-7 victory
over Xavier this past week.
Read about Chris on the Player of the Week page at www.
westieblue.com.

Westies: Ousted

Continued from page 13
The Eagles continued to put the pressure on the Blue Devils
but a couple of saves by Betsy Magana and a great play by Erin
Smith in the box kept the score tied.
Trumbull converted an opportunity with 9:14 left in the first
half to take a 2-1 lead and looked to increase its lead with 2:58
left in the half but, Magana came up with a brilliant save to keep
the Westies in striking position. The Blue Devils had a couple
of chances in the second half including one by a speedy Taylor
Nowak, who was denied by the sliding Trumbull keeper in a
violent collision with 26:17 left in the game. The resulting injury
to the Eagles’ goalkeeper delayed the game for about a half hour
as the rain continued to pelt McDougal Stadium. Trumbull added an insurance goal with 7:50 left in the game after a turnover
at midfield for the 3-1 final. Betsy Magana finished with eight
saves in goal for West Haven, who finish the season with a 6-6-5
record.

For all your West Haven sports, visit
www.westieblue.com
Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni
Photos Videos Player of the Week WH Championship teams
Future Westies Alumni Hall of Fame WH News and Notes
Team Leaders Statistics Coaches Information Coaches Corner
And more

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site
Contact Mike Madera
Phone: (203) 530-1322
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com
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3 Knights sign
with DI schools
Three Notre Dame West Haven student-athletes signed National Letters of Intent to play at the collegiate level while football battled the cold and Shelton on Friday night losing to both
in a 40-6 Gael victory in a look back at the athletic scene the last
week.
Three Notre Dame Student-Athletes Sign NLI to Play NCAA
Division I -- Three Notre Dame of West Haven student-athletes
made their college choices official on Thursday, November 9,
2017 by signing their National Letter of Intent (NLI) to their respective school in front of family and friends in a ceremony held
in the Maureen and George ‘58 Collins Auditorium.
Andrew Forchetti signed his NLI to attend Bryant University where he will play tennis.West Haven native North Hansen
signed his NLI to attend the University of Connecticut where he
will swim.Michael Sansone signed his NLI to attend Fairfield
University where he will play baseball.
Forchetti had arguably the greatest tennis season in school
history last spring. He won the CIAC Class L state championship, the first in school history, by beating New Canaan’s Alex
Merjian 6-1, 6-3. He then advanced to the finals of the CIAC
State Open falling to Staples Evan Felcher in a match played at
See Knights, page 17
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Andrew Forchetti, North Hansen, and Michael Sansone
sit in front of Athletic Director Tom Marcucci, tennis coach
Al South, President Robert Curis, and baseball coach Don
Martone prior to signing their National Letter of Intent in a
ceremony held on Thursday, Nov. 9, at Notre Dame’s Collins
Auditorium.
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Mite A sextet splits weekend set
The West Have Mite A travel hockey team split a pair of
games this weekend. Saturday
started oﬀ with a tough loss
against a very good Southeastern Seahawks team. The
Blue Devils came back on Eric
Boguniecki Day at West Haven with a tough fought win
against Darien. Matt Cicosantti and Finn Moriarty led the
scoring for West Haven.
The game was ultimately
decided by the outstanding
goaltending of Alex Werle,
who made multiple saves for
the Westies to pull out the win.
The West Haven Squirt A
travel hockey team extended
its winning streak to 14 consecutive games with three more
victories this week. The team
has been improving in all facets and the winning streak has

been built on strong defense,
unselfish oﬀense, clutch goalscoring and solid goaltending.
On Tuesday, the Westies defeated Ridgefield A, 5-0, at the
Barclays Center in Brooklyn,
NY. They followed with home
wins at Edward L. Bennett
Rink, defeating Darien A1, 8-2,
on Saturday and Wonderland
Wizards A1, 4-3, on Sunday.
The Squirt A’s overall record
is now 17-4-1.
The Blue Devils and their
families boarded a bus to
the Barclays Center on Tuesday morning for an Election
Day tilt before attending the
New York Islanders-Edmonton Oilers game later that
night. In the opening period
versus the Ridgefield Lions,
Brady Price gave West Haven
a 1-0 lead at the 4:30 mark oﬀ a

feed from Zach Goetze.
The Westies then took command of the game with three
second period goals. Dylan
Link fed Thomas Porto, who
deked left and scored right
at 4:42. Porto then redirected
Goetze’s seeing-eye pass at
9:29. Matthew Kelly chipped
ahead to Sean Studley who
made a nice hustle play up the
left boards and fired toward
the net where Ryan Pniewski
finished the job for a 4-0 lead
at 10:40. In the third period,
Porto went the length of the
ice and finished top shelf to
complete his hat trick and cap
the 5-0 win. West Haven goaltender Jacob Silva made six
saves to earn the shutout.
On Saturday morning, the
Blue Devils faced the last team
to beat them, Darien A1, who

Why Buy or Sell
Now?
Home affordability is at an all time high
and opportunities for buyers and sellers
like you are probably better than you
think!
Contact me today if you or anyone
you know would like an overview of
our local housing market.
Keller Williams Prestige Properties
2777 Summer St
Stamford, CT 06905
cell: 203-530-1495
email: emilio.encarnacion@kw.com
Website:
eencarnacion.kwrealty.com
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topped West Haven 9-5 on
October 1. Led by outstanding goaltending from Silva (20
saves) and the defensive pairings of Connor Moriarty and
Dylan Bosworth, and Matthew
Kelly and Link, the Westies’
defense showed how much it
has improved and shut down
the Darien attack. This allowed the Blue Devils oﬀense
to take over, which it did by
scoring three goals within the
opening two minutes of the
first period.
Porto stole a pass and fed
Goetze for the initial tally,
before Pniewski knocked in
a rebound of Ethan Kelly’s
shot. Goetze hit ahead to Price
whose initial shot was stopped
but he quickly snapped the
puck to Porto who buried the
one-timer for a 3-0 lead. On
a power play, Goetze passed
to Price, who fired oﬀ the
post, but Porto back-handed
in the rebound for his second
straight hat trick and a 4-0 advantage at 4:23. Darien scored
oﬀ a scramble a minute later,
but Silva made six clutch saves
in the period to keep it 4-1.
Darien gained momentum
with another goal 1:37 into the
second. Porto put an end to
any possible comeback when
he finished oﬀ Goetze’s sweet
pass at 7:55. Porto returned
the favor and hit Goetze for a
breakaway at 10:53.
In the third period, Porto
tapped in a power play goal in
the opening minute from Price
and Goetze, and then finished
a breakaway in the final minute to complete the scoring.
Silva came up clutch between
the pipes many times throughout the game.
On Sunday, the Westies
watched the Eric Boguniecki
Day ceremony from the stands
faced the Wonderland Wizards A1 team on the ice. The
Wizards took a 1-0 lead on a
short-handed, breakaway goal
with 1:05 remaining in the first
period. Just over three minutes into the second, Wonderland scored from the slot for a
2-0 lead.
With time winding down in
the second period, West Haven’s top line got them right
back in the game. Porto wristed home a pass from Price in
the slot with 1:50 on the clock.
Goetze then one-timed Price›s
feed 33 seconds later to tie the
game. With 49 seconds left,
Silva made a kick save and
then a glorious glove save on
the rebound to keep it 2-2 at
the second intermission.
The game remained tight
and both goalies were sharp
in the third. The Wizards regained the lead with 4:35 remaining in the game. It took
less than a minute for the Westies to respond as Bosworth
stole the puck at the red line,
sped into the Wizards› zone,
and roofed his shot with 3:50

to play.
In the final minute, Porto
won the puck at the red line
and found Goetze, who onetimed his pass to a streaking
Price on the wing. Price then
roofed his wrist shot with only
52 seconds on the clock to finish oﬀ the comeback win. Silva finished with 18 saves.
The West Haven Peewee A
travel hockey team split a par
of games this weekend, losing to the Riverhawks, before
rebounding to blank Greater
New Haven. The Westies had
defeated Greenwich Skate
Club to open the week in a day
game at the Barclays Center in
Brooklyn, New York.
Against Greenwich, the
Westies used a pair of goals
by Jayden Spreyer to post a
2-1 victory. Spreyer gave the
Westies a 1-0 lead oﬀ an assist
from Nolan Cole with 2:55 left
in the first.
After Greenwich evened the
game in the second period,
West Haven broke the tie less
than a minute later as Spreyer
scored an unassisted goal with
2:26 left in the second. Brendam Smith played well in goal
for the Westies, making several stellar saves in the final
period to preserve the win.
The Westies opened the
weekend with a 7-1 loss to
the Riverhawks in Shelton on
Saturday. Trailing 3-0 after
one period of play, West Haven scored its only goal on the
power play when Cade Simone scored oﬀ an assist from
Dave Brown.
The Westies rebounded for
a split of the weekend and improved to 15-6-2 with a 3-0 victory over Greater New Haven
Sunday morning at the Edward L. Bennett Rink on Eric
Boguniecki Day.
West Haven took control of
the game with two goals in
the final 1:23 of the opening
period. Colin Deane gave the
Westies a 1-0 lead oﬀ an assist
from Spreyer in front, before
Simone scored oﬀ assists from
Michael Madera and Mickey
Dowd for a 2-0 advantage.
With Smith keeping the
Warriors oﬀ the scoreboard
with the help of defensemen
Sean Bosworth, Jack Sellman,
Jason Alling, Haygen Axelrod,
Bruno Martone and Brown,
the Westies were able to ice the
game in the third period.
With 3:04 left in the game,
Shane Repetto took control of
the puck oﬀ a faceoﬀ, walked
in, and lifted a shot into the
net for the 3-0 final.
The West Haven Bantam A
travel hockey team completed
a three- game sweep .The Westies disposed of the Yale AA
team 7-2 on Friday, then handled the Wizards B team 4-1
and the Wizards A1 team 3-2
over the rest of the weekend to
improve their record to 11-6.
See Youth Hockey, page 18
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Knights: Fall to Gaels
Continued from page 15
the Connecticut Tennis Center
in New Haven.
Hansen has helped the ND
swim/dive team to excellent
seasons throughout his career.
Last year, the Green Knights
finished with an 8-2 dualmeet season, a second-place
team finish at the CIAC Class
M Championship Meet. The
team swam and dove their
way to a 4th-place finish at the
SCC Championship Meet and
10th-place effort at the CIAC
State Open Meet. Hansen was
both the 200 and 500 freestyle
at the Class M Meet.
Sansone, who was a key part
of Notre Dame’s 2016 state title team, helped the baseball
team to a quarterfinal run in

the spring of 2017. He went
5-3 with three saves in 13 appearances for Notre Dame
head coach Don Martone ‘87.
He had a stellar 74-5 strikeout
to walk ratio as a junior.
You can watch video interviews with all three studentathletes by visiting the Notre
Dame Athletics Facebook
Page.
Football Falls to Shelton -The Shelton Gaels showcased
early and often why they are
one of the state’s top teams
scoring six first-half touchdowns as they cruised to their
eighth win of the season by
virtue of their 40-6 win over
Notre Dame last Friday.
The Gaels, who clinched a
CIAC Class LL playoff berth

bsg

with the win, took advantage of an early Notre Dame
miscue to take control of the
game. Following an Isaiah
Kane ‘18 fumble, it took Shelton just two play to get on the
board on a 4-yard run by Jack
Carr. Quarterback Jake Roberts then took over scoring on
a 2-yard TD run then throwing a pair of passes as Shelton
built up a 40-0 halftime lead.
The Green Knights avoided
the shutout courtesy of a 40yard touchdown run by Zachary Hochman on the first play
of the fourth quarter. Hochman added five catches for 28
yards.
Notre Dame will conclude
its season vs Hamden on
Thanksgiving morning.

Photo by Russ McCreven

Race to the edge
Seahawk running back Jahzire Massey skirts the edge in
playoff game with Milford Saturday at Veterans Field.

BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

GB MASONRY
Stone Walls * Sidewalks* Pavers
Chimneys * Brickwork * Stucco
Flag Stone* Stone Siding
17 Years Experience

(203-206-1159 - Call Jimmy
Fully Licensed & Insured

LIGHT of the WORLD ENT, llc
Electrical Construction

- Ernest J. Pommer Jr.

New Addtions • Light or Major Renovations
Service Upgrades • Old or New Work Residential
Fully Insured
CT E1 0189338

203-619-2526
lolwllc@gmail.com

E&M Construction, LLC

Best Prices
In Town

Best Prices
In Town

Stone Walls* Stamp Concrete
Pavers * Stucco *Chimneys
Fireplaces * All Repairs

(203) 560-3553 -- Call Alex
Licenced and insured.

Tiles of Distinction
Ceramic/Porcelain

Wood/Laminate Flooring

Carpeting

470 Frontage Rd. West Haven, CT
(203) 934-2600 www.tilesofdistinctionwh.com

In The Tile Business Since 1953

Page 18

West Haven Voice, November 16, 2017

Seahawks JV, Peewee in regionals
The West Haven Seahawks
Peewee and Junior Varsity
teams both won Southern
Connecticut Pop Warner Conference championships this
past weekend and now will
advance to the new England
Pop Warner Regional playoffs.
The Peewee team (9-1) beat
the Milford Elks by a score
of 20-0. After a scoreless first
quarter, the Seahawks scored
on a 1-yard run by fullback

Trysten Dos. The touchdown
was set up when running back
Jahzire Massey connected
with receiver Javar Smith on a
37-yard pass bringing the ball
to the one-yard line.
Carson Hill added a 54yard touchdown run. Massey
closed out the scoring with
a 22-yard touchdown run.
A physical defense was led
by Trevor Tomkins, Connor
Holy, Gavin Kanlong, Tyrel

Mosley, Cayden Drost and
Imar Robinson. Carson Hill
and Javar Smith had interceptions for the Hawks.
The Peewee team will host
the Rhode Island Champion,
Coventry Rams, on Sunday
at Veterans Memorial Park in
West Haven. Kickoff will be
at noon. The winner will advance to the regional championship games.
The Junior Varsity team (9-1)

beat the Stratford Redskins,
35-0. Running backs Konye
Taylor and Pearson Hill both
had two rushing touchdowns.
Tymaine Smith added a score.
The backs were feasting on
big holes all day thanks to the
blocking of the offensive line
led by Khani Wright, Nate Osborne, Justin Teodosio, Nick
Gerbase, and Xander eagles.
The defense was led by JoJo Winder, Maxwell War-

HIRING EVENT
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 18TH 9am-12pm
NOW HIRING
The West Haven Community House
227 Elm Street, West Haven, CT 06516

&ƵůůΘƉĂƌƚͲƟŵĞƉŽƐŝƟŽŶƐ

&ŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕ǀŝƐŝƚ
www.whcommunityhouse.org
or call 203-934-5221

ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶƐ

Join West Haven’s cornerstone social service agency providing
programs and services since 1941, including:
Head Start: School readiness for income eligible families
Children & Youth Services:ĞĨŽƌĞĂŶĚĂŌĞƌƐĐŚŽŽůƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ
ĂŶĚƐƵŵŵĞƌƉƌŽŐƌĂŵĨŽƌƐĐŚŽŽůͲĂŐĞĚĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͘
ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶƐ͗ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂůĂŶĚĂǇ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐĨŽƌĂĚƵůƚƐǁŝƚŚŝŶƚĞůůĞĐƚƵĂůĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ͘

ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂůŽƵŶƐĞůŽƌƐ
Life Skills Coaches

Head Start
Bi-Lingual Family Worker

West Haven Community House

ren, Donte Salvatore. Hunter
Messina had a key interception near the goal line to stop
a Stratford drive early in the
game.
The Junior Varsity team will
play the Rhode Island Champion, East Elmwood, on Sunday at Veterans Memorial
Park in West Haven at 2. The
winner will advance to the regional final

Youth
Hockey
Continued from page 16
On Friday night, the Westies traveled to Northford and
avenged an earlier season loss
to the Yale AA team. Ben Carfora opened up the scoring by
taking an oﬀensive zone face
oﬀ right to the net and putting
it past the Yale goaltender.
Carfora then assisted on
the first of Michael Kelly’s
two goals, before Rocco Plano rounded out the first period
scoring, giving the Devils an
early 3-0 edge. Yale had their
chances, but Joe Crisci was
there to stop 27 Bulldog shots.
Andrew Wrzosek completed the Westies scoring oﬀ
a pass from Joe Honcz as the
Westies beat one of the states
better teams.
On Saturday afternoon, the
Bantams traveled to Bridge-

COLDWELL BANKER
We Have The Market! #1 Real Estate Company in New Haven County!
The Fall Market is Here! Looking to Sell or Buy? Call Us Today!

102 Seaview Avenue
$289,900

76 Bluff Avenue
$239,900

106 High Meadow Ln
$239,900

98 Tetlow Street
$229,900

428 Union Avenue
$219,900

225 South Street
$219,500

43 Highview Avenue
$200,000

725 Island Lane #20
$199,900

20 Canton Street
$199,900

159 West Walk #159
$189,900

78 Hawthorne Street
$179,900

31 Eileen Road
$174,900

146 Canton Street
$165,000

364 3rd Avenue
$160,000

87 May Street
$157,500

15 Bellevue Avenue
$149,900

202 West Walk #202
$134,900

330 Savin Avenue #13
$102,500

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM
Orange Ofﬁce 236 Boston Post Road, Orange, CT 06477 203.795.6000 | 203.795.2700
Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may
include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. ©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing
Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

West Haven Voice, November 16, 2017

Page 19

Classifieds
CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?
Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,
And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience
Friendly service.
GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor
repairs, tree work, hedgetrimming,
power
washing.
Insured. Free estimates. Call
(203) 506-9384.

6/

Seacrest Retirement
-Care managers- C.N.A. or Med
assistant background a plus
-Personal Care attendants
Great opportunity for experienced,
mature caregivers who want to
provide exceptional care and
service. All applicants subject to
criminal background check and
drug screening. Call 203 931 2510
, email info@seacrestweb.com,
or apply in person 588 Ocean
Avenue. Part/full time avail.
CARPENTRY, REMODELING
All home repairs. 35 years experience. Best prices in town. Renaissance man. Home improvement. Call 475-313-3253.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.
Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area
$695/month, includes off-street
parking, Use of penthouse meeting room, janitorial services
Specialize in Condo Association Mangement and Multi-Families. 31 years of experience. Call
us for an interview.
HARBORVIEW REALTY
SERVICES
(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 30

Grassy Hill Auctions
$ CASH $ For Your Items!!
Always Buying
Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments
(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone
& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken
or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &
MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old
Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &
Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,
Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,
Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical
Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial
Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney
Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,
Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk
Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern
Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,
Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…
& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&
ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore
Owners
(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com

NOVEMBER 16, 2017

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

HELP WANTED
Home Heating Oil - Driver
Full/Part time – Seasonal
Must be experienced
Call 203-932-2717
No walk ins please
FOR RENT
West Haven -- 129 Campbell
Ave., 3 BRM, second floor, w/w
carpet in BRM, new utilities. No
pets. $1250/month plus security.
Call (203) 934-8506.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY
Never Known to Fail. O Most
Beautiful Flower of Mt. Carmel,
Fruitful Vine, Splendor of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. O Star
of the Sea, help me and show
me herein you are my Mother.
O Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Queen of Heaven and Earth, I
humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succour
me in my necessity. (Mention
your request.) )There are none
that can withstand your power.
* O Mary conceived without sin,
pray for us who have recourse
to thee. (3 times). * O Holy
Mary, I place this cause in your
hands. (3 times). JM.
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