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Vincent Cook, a 
student at the West 
Haven Child Devel-
opment Center, age 3, 
sees falling leaves for 
this week.

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
 The City Council heard a proposal 

Oct. 23 from the founder of a Branford-
based manufacturer, distributor and 
developer of solar products to build 
an array of solar panels atop West Ha-
ven’s former landfill.

The proposal, presented by SolarUS 
Inc. CEO Steven Elkin, aims to con-
struct a ground-mounted solar gener-
ating facility on two privately owned 
properties on Spring Street.

Joseph A. Riccio Jr., the city’s com-
missioner of planning and develop-
ment, confirmed that SolarUS has an 
option on 8 Spring St., 29.13 acres, and 
2 Spring St., 12.94 acres, which are 
owned by Solid Waste Disposal Inc. of 
Connecticut.

According to Elkin’s written propos-
al, which he handed out to each coun-
cil member, the city would off-take the 
energy generated by the solar panels 
and purchase the electricity they pro-
duce at a per-kilowatt-hour cost.

“The term of the Net-Metering Allo-
cation will be 20 years with a starting 
Net-Meter Allocation agreement dis-
count of 10 percent,” the proposal said.

Elkin estimated that the city would 
save $1.46 million in electrical costs 
over the 20 years.

During his 20-minute presentation, 
Elkin touted the benefits of solar en-
ergy in West Haven, including the 
revival of a “dead” site, generation of 
electrical savings and creation of jobs, 
as well as the ability to produce elec-
tricity locally.

He also praised solar energy’s posi-
tive impact on the environment by re-
ducing the city’s greenhouse gases and 
contribution to global warming.

“The partnership we are trying to 
form with SolarUS will be a huge bene-
fit to West Haven in both lowering our 
energy costs long term and reducing 
our carbon footprint,” Mayor Edward 
M. O’Brien said. “We want to trans-
form a former landfill into something 
very positive that will not only save us 
money but work to modernize our in-
frastructure.”

Elkin’s 13-page proposal, which con-
tained a layout rendering of the facil-
ity, said SolarUS would finance the de-
sign, engineering, permitting, procure-
ment, construction, interconnection, 
operation and maintenance of the solar 

photovoltaic system.
Photovoltaic is the conversion of light 

into electricity using semiconducting 
materials.

The proposal also said SolarUS would 
generate revenue from the energy pro-
duced on-site through the net meter 
allocation structure and the state Zero 
Emissions Renewable Energy Credit 
Program.

Riccio said the city and SolarUs are 
negotiating a memorandum of under-
standing that will outline the terms of 
an agreement between the two parties.

A due diligence period will follow, 
“during which time environmental 
and geo-technical issues will be stud-
ied,” according to Elkin’s proposal.

The council is expected to consider 
the MOU once it is finalized.

Plan puts solar panels at city landfill

 Photo by Russ McCreven

Fall Festival
Hundreds came out to the 

WHHS campus to watch, 
learn and be entertained by 
the various clubs and activi-
ties offered by the school The 
fourth annual Fall Festival 
had something for everyone. 
Left -- Julia Ballard and Tory 
Torvee find time for each oth-
er as they try out costumes in 
the WHHS courtyard during 
the school’s annual.

Budget deal 
is latest flap
in campaign

As voters get ready to go to the polls Tuesday, the endorsed 
Democrat and the incumbent mayor hoping to keep his job ex-
changed more verbal blows over a bail-out package offered state 
municipalities under the just-passed state budget for Fiscal Year 
2018.

 Endorsed Democratic mayoral candidate Nancy Rossi is “con-
cerned” with the latest developments regarding the state budget 
passed by the General Assembly passed by the General Assem-
bly last week. Her concerns have been met with a joint statement 
by the city’s assembly delegation, promising continued action to 
aid the city with necessary funding.

In a statement released this week, Rossi, says the plan to give 
the city necessary aid under a four-tier plan included in the just-
passed budget is a déjà vu moment for the city.

“The budget makes ‘bail out’ funding available for towns like 
Hartford and West Haven. It is my understanding that West Ha-
ven would be considered a Tier III distressed municipality and 
eligible to apply for up to $8 million in temporary state fund-
ing under the plan,” she said. “There are Tiers I through IV 
for distressed municipalities with the latter being the worst off 
financially. If West Haven applies and receives the funding, it 
would come under the newly created Municipal Accountability 
Review Board (MARB). The newly created MARB would have 
similarities to the board that was brought in to oversee the city 
during the early 1990’s.”

The MARB would be comprised of eleven members includ-
ing the Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management and 
the State Treasurer. The other members would be appointments 
of the governor and legislature. The review board’s authority 
would include the oversight of West Haven’s budgets, bond-
ing, contracts and collective bargaining agreements. The board 
would be in place for at least three years, or until the city can 
balance three consecutive budgets. This is similar to the situa-
tion the city had in 1991-1194.

See Campaign, page 2
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Tuesday, November 7th 

WRITE IN 

ED O’BRIEN 
Democrat for Mayor 

 

Stronger Economy, 
Stronger Schools, 

Stronger West Haven! 

Continued from page 1
“This is not simply an ‘advi-

sory board’ as Mayor O’Brien 
claimed earlier,” asserted Ros-
si. “This is a board that will 
have oversight and a say in the 
governing of West Haven.”

She said the mayor was told 
to be conservative in his bud-
geting estimates, but did not 
heed those admonitions.

“Mayor O’Brien was 
warned by me and others 
not to over-inflate his budget 
revenue by adding in an ad-
ditional $8 million that we all 
knew were unlikely to ma-
terialize. The state is having 
its own financial problems. 
Where did Ed O’Brien think 
the state was going to get the 
extra money?” she asked. “His 
budget included state revenue 
of $62,008,951. The budget 
passed by the legislature allots 
$53,540,457 in state aid to West 
Haven. That leaves us more 
than $8 million short this year. 
It was Mayor O’Brien’s action 
and bad decisions that have 
led us to the brink of insolven-
cy and now the possibility of 
an outside review board. This 
is not permanent funding. You 
still have to address the prob-
lem that West Haven spends 
more money than it has. You 
still have an $8 million budget 
gap to fill.”

She said the city has been 
here before, and it was not a 

good time for taxpayers.
“The last time the state sent 

a review board to West Haven 
our property taxes nearly dou-
bled. We already have long-
time residents fleeing the city. 
We cannot afford any more 
tax increases. Mayor O’Brien’s 
actions and inability to lead 
will haunt this city for years to 
come,” she said. 

In response, the mayor’s 
campaign did not address the 
concerns directly, but sent a 
statement from the city’s as-
sembly delegation. The fol-
lowing statement was signed 
by Sens. Gail Slossberg (D-14) 
and Gary Winfield (D-10), and 
Reps. Dorinda Borer (D-115) 
and Michael DiMassa (D-116) 
as well as Mayor O’Brien:

“In response to both cham-
bers of the Connecticut Gen-
eral Assembly passing a bi-
partisan state budget with 
veto-proof majorities, Mayor 
O’Brien and members of West 
Haven’s state delegation have 
issued the following joint 
statement: “While this has 
been a long and difficult pro-
cess, the Connecticut General 
Assembly has passed a state 
budget which will make West 
Haven’s municipal budget 
whole. West Haven residents 
can rest assured that there will 
not be a shortfall in the current 
budget and our public educa-
tion system will operate fully 

funded. 
“Mayor O’Brien and our 

entire state delegation fought 
hard to ensure West Ha-
ven’s needs were considered 
throughout the budget delib-
eration process and that hard 
work has paid off. The amount 
of state aid allocated to West 
Haven in this budget matches 
the state aid West Haven re-
ceived in the previous fiscal 
year. Considering the state’s 
current fiscal situation and the 
fact that many towns and cit-
ies are facing cuts in state aid, 
this is a win for West Haven. 

“Additionally, West Haven 
will likely see an increase in 
state aid for education in the 
next fiscal year due to a change 
in the Education Cost Sharing 
formula. Additional funding 
that West Haven needs for the 
current fiscal year will be made 
available through the Office of 
Policy and Management and 
the newly formed Municipal 
Accountability Review Board 
which is comprised of state 
and local stakeholders as well 
as municipal finance experts. 
This board would have the 
ability to review and offer ad-
vice on the city’s finances after 
providing West Haven with 
the additional funding. 

“Mayor O’Brien and our 
state delegation fought for this 
to be included in the final state 
budget. The city’s budget be-

ing made whole and having 
more input from experienced 
professionals are very positive 
developments for West Hav-
en. We are all looking forward 
to continuing to fight for West 
Haven going forward.”

For his part, Mayor O’Brien 
took a final shot at his oppo-
nent, saying it was just more 
negativity without any real 
solutions.

“Once again we see a press 

release that is full of negative 
comments and not a single 
solution. I am working with 
our state delegation on a daily 
basis to fight for West Haven 
and make sure we get the best 
deal possible.  Many cities and 
towns are facing cuts due to 
the situation the state is in and 
we avoided that through our 
hard work and advocacy for 
our students and residents,” 
he said.

Campaign: State aid package questioned

Disaster readiness
is topic of hearing
 By Michael P.Walsh
Special to the Voice
The public is invited to participate in a meeting for the devel-

opment of the South Central Region Multi-Jurisdiction Hazard 
Mitigation Plan.

West Haven, together with the South Central Regional Council 
of Governments and its municipalities, is helping to prepare an 
update to the plan, which aims to identify and assess natural 
hazard risks, such as flooding, hurricanes and winter storms, 
and to determine how to best minimize or manage those risks.

The public meeting is set for 7 p.m. Nov. 14 in the Harriet C. 
North Community Room on the second floor of City Hall, 355 
Main St.

Mayor Edward M. O’Brien, who serves as treasurer of 
SCRCOG’s Executive Committee and sits on its Transportation 
and Emergency Management and Hazard Mitigation commit-
tees, said the plan is essential to the city’s efforts in identifying 
ways to lessen the impacts of natural hazards.

As an officer and Executive Committee member, O’Brien helps 
steer planning initiatives for the region’s 15 municipalities: 
Bethany, Branford, East Haven, Guilford, Hamden, Madison, 

See Meeting, page 3
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Meriden, Milford, New 
Haven, North Branford, North 
Haven, Orange, Wallingford, 
West Haven and Woodbridge.

During the public meeting, 
City Engineer Abdul Quadir 
will introduce the plan’s con-
tents through a PowerPoint 
presentation. Residents will 
then have the opportunity to 
discuss ideas regarding risk 
reduction.

To help increase public 
participation, SCRCOG has 
launched the South Central 
Connecticut Hazard Mitiga-
tion Plan Survey, which gives 
everyone in the planning area 
a chance to share their opin-
ions and participate in the mit-
igation planning process, said 
its executive director, Carl J. 
Amento.

Amento said the information 
gathered from the survey will 
help the planning team to bet-
ter understand local concerns 
and issues as expressed by the 
region’s residents. The infor-
mation can also lead to mitiga-
tion activities that should help 
lessen the impacts of future 
disasters, he said.

The online survey, which 
takes about five minutes to 
complete, is available in Eng-
lish and Spanish athttps://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
CTMitigation.

To learn more about the re-
gional disaster planning proj-
ect, visit http://scrcog.org/
regional-planning/regional-
hazard-mitigation/.

SCRCOG, based at 127 Wash-
ington Ave. in North Haven, 
provides a platform for inter-
municipal coordination, coop-
eration and decision-making. 
Since its inception in 1985, the 
planning organization, whose 
region covers about 570,000 
people, has addressed numer-
ous issues, including those 
related to housing, transpor-
tation, land use planning and 
economic development.

Meeting

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
 Mayor Edward M. O’Brien 

has announced the city’s par-
ticipation in the eighth annu-
al Small Business Saturday on 
Nov. 25.

Falling between Black Fri-
day and Cyber Monday, Small 
Business Saturday is a day to 
celebrate and patronize the 
small, independently owned 
businesses that help stimu-
late local economies across the 
country.

“I am once again proud to 
acknowledge the many qual-
ity and vital small businesses 
in every corner of our city and 
the invaluable contributions 
they make to our economy 
and the life of our commu-
nity,” said O’Brien, a former 
downtown merchant. “I urge 

both residents and visitors to 
make every attempt to sup-
port West Haven’s small busi-
nesses on Nov. 25.”

Before taking office in 2013, 
O’Brien was the founder and 
owner of GoldWorks at 499 
Campbell Ave., a jewelry re-
pair and retail shop that has 
operated in the heart of the 
downtown business district 
since 1988.

Small Business Saturday was 
established by American Ex-
press in 2010 in response to the 
most pressing need of small-
business owners — more cus-
tomers — and has served as 
the ceremonial kickoff to the 
holiday shopping season for 
small businesses ever since.

According to AmEx, an esti-
mated 112 million consumers 
shopped at small businesses 

on Small Business Saturday 
last year.

Similar to last year, the Small 
Business Saturday Coalition, 
led by Women Impacting Pub-
lic Policy, a nonpartisan small-
business advocate known 
as WIPP, is rallying mayors 
nationwide to show their 
support and encourage their 
communities to shop small on 
Nov. 25.

In recognizing the impor-
tance of supporting indepen-
dent businesses, O’Brien has 
issued a Small Business Sat-
urday proclamation declaring 
the special observance in West 
Haven.

“The City of West Haven, 
Connecticut, supports our lo-
cal businesses that create jobs, 
boost our local economy, and 
preserve our neighborhoods,” 

the proclamation reads.
Nov. 25 also marks the light-

ing of the city’s Christmas 
tree on the Green. The Yule-
tide event attracts hundreds 
of people each year, many of 
whom O’Brien hopes take ad-

vantage of sales at downtown 
specialty shops.

Merchants and consumers 
can learn more about Small 
Business Saturday, including 
how to participate, atwww.
shopsmall.com.

8th Small Business Saturday, Nov. 25



Page 4 West Haven Voice, November 2, 2017

Dear Felicia

Cobina

Well sweetie pie, we had a 
big storm blow through these 
parts over Sundee night into 
Monday, and it was quite 
somethin’. A few times during 
the night Cobina’s domicile 
was shaking with the wind 
and the howling through the 
trees gave it a “Hitchcock” 
feeling, effen yew know whot I 
mean. I dunno how much rain 
we got, but effen we ain’t outta 
the drought the weather peo-
ple were warning us about, we 
ain’t ever gonna git outta it. 

Cobina went out Monday 
morning to git some things and 
drove by the Green. Most of 
the trees withstood the wind, 
but there was one old oak that 
gave up the ghost during the 
night. Like these ole bones I 
guess it knew when it had had 
enough. There was no loss o’ 
power methinks, at least not 
around here, but I guess there 
was in other parts.

Whilst that Big Wind was 
the topic of the conversation 
all around during the week-
end, the other Big Wind that 

everyone is hoping will pass 
quickly is the one that ends 
on Nov. 7 with the municipal 
elections. As yew know we 
don’t have a lotta money in 
this berg, but we are blessed 
with a wealth of candidates 
this time around.

Hizzoner, who lost the pri-
mary in September, thinks he 
should be given another term 
and is running by way of the 
write-in route – the same way 
his predecessor wanted anoth-
er term some four years back. 
Nobody knows how that is 
gonna turn out, but people are 
interested.

His opponents are Nancy 
Rossi and David Riccio (as 
we’ve said before, no relation 
to our esteemed editor). Rossi 
and hizzoner have been going 
at it tooth and nail for the last 
several weeks and things have 
not gotten any nicer. The ham-
mer and tongs are out, and 
any which way they can land 
a blow they are both trying – 
to the ultimate exclusion of 
Riccio.

Rossi and hizzoner are par-
rying about the possibility the 
city will git $8 million from 
the state, following the fack 
the General Assembly passed 
the budget almost 120 days 
beyond the legally required 
date. Cities can git the money 
they were supposed to get, but 
with strings attached. Hizzon-
er is saying it’s no more than 
the advisory bored that the 
state has with MFAC, but this 
new thing the legislature has 
come up with seems to have 
more teeth.

Those of us who were 
around when the city was un-
der state control see a large 
– make that very large – re-
lationship betwixt the two. 
The state ain’t gonna give up 
$8 million it really don’t have 
and just say, “By the way, do 
you think you can maybe pos-
sibly pare down your costs a 
bit – if you want to – just to 
make ends meet?” 

Nah, they’re gonna say, 
“Our money -- our rules.” Hiz-
zoner still has to make the fi-
nal decision on that deal. Once 
he does, no matter who wins 
Tuesday will be saddled with 
the results.

Whom do I think will win? 
Honey, at this pernt I ain’t 
makin’ any predictions. If it’s 
a rainy day, though, anything 
can happen…and probably 
will.

~~~
Sammy Bluejay went to the 

two forums last week and came 
away saying most people were 

impressed that it went perty much 
the way they thought. Of course, 
hizzoner was in for the brunt of 
the night as he was the only one 
with the record. When you have a 
record, it’s easy to pick.

Tennyrate, Sammy sez that 
when it came time for the candi-
dates to speak – and in both cases 
there seemed to be an equal num-
ber of supporters – it went perty 
much the way everyone thought. 
Each candidate said what they 
were expected to say. There was 
not gotcha questions and no got-
cha answers. 

Sammy did say that the snip-
ing betwixt Rossi and O’Brien 
was something to watch. They 
took every opportunity to put the 
digs in when they could.

Meanwhile, Davey did perty 
much was he was expected to 
do. In the woids of one GOP-er, 
“Dave was being Dave.” Now, 
that’s a good thing one would 
think. Effen yew can’t be yor-
eself, who in blazes can you be? 
So, Riccio did the “We should all 
work together” schtick, and did 
well with the crowd.

I guess the biggest take-away 
was the Haven demolition that’s 
going on. Nobody, but nobody is 
buying that this was all a planned 
exercise and “just happened” 
around election time. We’ve read 
this short story before.

~~~
Nelly Nuthatch was in 

t’other afternoon, and she said 
that the dreaded words, “Ab-
sentee Ballot” was coming into 
the conversation. She didn’t 
git very specific, but there is 

talk – ain’t there always – that 
one or t’other campaign did 
something untoward with ab-
sentee ballots. Already we’ve 
had one situation that caught 
the attention of the local press, 
but Nelly seems to think that 
there is more to come in that 
regard.

We got to talking about 
previous elections and we all 
think this is really looking like 
those years where the GOP 
has a good shot at getting the 
nod from the voters, who are 
showing signs of being tired 
of the same-old same-old from 
the majority party. Now, that 
may or may not happen, but 
it’s got more than a few people 
in the majority worried.

Nelly sez that behind the 
scenes they Demmies know 
that Rossi and O’Brien are 
fishing outta the same pond 
and might be splitting the vote 
to the pernt that a couple hun-
dred one way or t’other could 
decide the race. That can’t be 
setting well with the powers 
that be nor those looking to be 
the powers that be.

The GOP hasn’t held office 
in this berg in almost 30 years, 
but this is a strong showing. 
There are a bunch of lawn 
signs indicating that people 
are looking for a change, and 
maybe The time IS now” and 
people will be looking for 
newer faces. We shall see.

~~~
Speaking of the Haven, just in 

case you’re keepin’ score, there 
are two houses down now, and I 
hear-tell the total number of per-
mits is for three demolitions. I 
don’t know effen that’s enuff to 
sway people to vote for the incum-
bent but I guess it’s worth a shot.

But the wag was in last week 
and he still wants to know what is 
going on with the shopping cen-
ter. As we’ve been saying and he 
reiterated: over-the counter sales 
are down, stores are closing all 
over the place, with the loss of the 
Kimberly Avenue exit getting to 
this location is harder than ever, 
and there is no guarantee this 
thing is gonna look the way it was 
advertised. As I said above, we 
shall see.

~~~
Meanwhile over at the high 

school, I’ve been tellin’ yew 
about the new attempts to get 
at a couple o’ instructors that 
have been in the cross-hairs of 
the administration for a while. 
This is being looked at very 
carefully by the rank-and-file 
over there, not only as to the 
way it is handled by the pow-
ers that be, but also the union 
local. There is a lotta distrust 
amongst the staffers.There are 
a lotta eyes looking at what 
has transpired, and a lotta 
eyes wondering what is gonna 
happen next.

Mitt luff und kizzez, 

“The affordable home heating oil specialists” 

Serving West Haven residents since 1987.          HOD #362
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I love  
this town.

I love being here to help  
life go right™ in a community 
where people are making a 

 

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516

Bus: 203-932-0591

Thanks, West Haven.

More than 75 University of New Haven  

students partnered with the West Haven  

community and spent the day cleaning  

up Allingtown. Armed with rakes, garbage 

bags and brooms, they worked to improve  

the Allingtown Green area as well our  

surrounding neighborhoods. 

FALL  
CLEAN UP

|    A Partner in the Community

Photo by Rob Granoth

Committee gives $29K for cancer programs
 From front left, Eileen Hansen, administrative manager of women’s oncology services at the 

Smilow Breast Center at Yale New Haven Hospital, Linda Penn, manager of integrative medi-
cine and the Cingari Family Boutique at the Smilow Cancer Hospital, and Camille Servodi-
dio, program manager of women’s oncology services at the Smilow Cancer Hospital, receive 
a $29,500 check from, from left, West Haven Breast Cancer Awareness Committee members 
Jennifer Cavallaro and Beth A. Sabo and Mayor Edward M. O’Brien on Friday at City Hall. The 
money, raised at the committee’s 17th annual Icy Plunge for the Cure in January, will maintain 
funding for patient information binders, which are given to each person diagnosed with breast 
cancer at Smilow, and for a hospitality cart, which provides snacks and other amenities for 
patients at the Smilow Breast Center. The donation will also support funding for mastectomy 
specialty bras for uninsured patients through Looking Forward, an education and wellness 
program for cancer patients at Smilow. Since its inception in 2001, the committee has collected 
more than $780,000 for breast cancer research and education. The 2018 plunge is tapped for 9 
a.m. Jan. 13 at Savin Rock Beach. 



Election Day 2017 offersmany variables, unknowns
Tuesday the voters of the city will be asked to take part 

in the biennial ritual that is called Election Day for the pur-
poses of selecting new leadership for the coming two years. 
This election is a pivotal one in the life of the city in a way 
not seen for some time. 

To say the city is in desperate straits is in no way an un-
derstatement. Burdened by a tax base that has stagnated 
for the better part of three decades, homeowners and small 
businesses now make up the lion’s share of the levies col-
lected, with large businesses and mercantile outlets no lon-
ger dominating the economic scene.

Add to that mix a poorer and less educated population 
than was here in the 1980s, as well as absentee ownership 
of much of the housing property; thus, you have a recipe for 
financial problems that never seem to get better. 

That is the situation the city and its potential leaders have 
going into next week balloting. An operating deficit discov-
ered in 2005-2006 has wavered from its original $10-plus 
million to a low of about $4 million, only to balloon to more 
than $16 million due to budgetary figures that never did – 
and probably were never intended – to balance out. Indeed, 
the city has seen budget deficits in every year Mayor Edward 
M. O’Brien has been in office.

It was in this backdrop that former Seventh District Coun-
cilwoman Nancy Rossi announced her candidacy earlier this 
year. Rossi, who fashions herself a financial expert due to 
her status as a certified public accountant, has been highly 
critical of O’Brien’s handling of city finances from the outset 
of his administration some four years ago. 

Rossi, originally a supporter of O’Brien who made balanc-
ing the budget the keystone of his run for the mayoralty 
when running against former Mayor John M. Picard, soon 
became O’Brien’s biggest critic and has continued that criti-
cism into her campaign for mayor. 

Rossi has been a bit of a political gadfly over the last de-
cade or so, coalescing with one or the other of the three 
factions that make up the city’s Democratic majority party. 
Siding with the warring factions has made her the object of 
suspicion to many, who see her as a political opportunist.

Meanwhile, Republican David Riccio took a page out of his 
party’s playbook from the 1980s and began a run for the 
mayoralty almost two years ago. His campaign, which hopes 
to put a Republican in City Hall for the first time in 28 years, 
has been one of “the other.”

While the factions within the Democratic Party continue 
their internecine bickering and backbiting, Riccio is cam-
paigning as a reformer, who will bring the residents of the 
city together to solve problems, rather than worry about 
which group is in power.

Mayor O’Brien, who was upset by Rossi in the September 
primary, is hoping a write-in candidacy will allow him two 
more years to complete some economic development plans, 
particularly the Haven along Water Street. Write-in candi-
dates are seldom winners, though Picard almost picked off 
O’Brien four years ago, losing by a handful of votes.

Whatever the outcome of Tuesday’s balloting, the winner 
will have serious problems to address, none of them solved 
without pain. The state is offering an $8 million bailout, giv-
ing the city the grants-in-aid it was promised before the bud-
get battle, just ended. 

With the dollars come a review board with supernumer-
ary powers still not fully announced, but sounding more and 
more like the review board the city had in 1991-1994. It is 
unclear whether the mayor will sign off on the deal, but if he 
does, his successor is wedded to it, regardless. 

Interestingly, the state’s General Assembly delegation of-
fered a joint statement on the possible bail out, while soflt-
pedaling the powers or responsibilities of the review board.  
It is that lack of specificity that should make everyone wary 
of what comes next. We’ve been here before, and it is not a 
fun place.

Voters have to make an important decision, one that will 
come with many variables and many unknowns. It can stay 
the course and re-elect the incumbent, hope a financial ex-
pert can use that knowledge to change the course, or chart 
a new course with a party that hasn’t seen political power in 
most voters’ lifetimes. 

It will be an interesting – and important – vote on Tuesday. 

Attacks continue
 As the attack-mail continues 

to arrive at our homes, and 
my opponents trade jabs over 
who’s responsible for the poor 
fiscal condition of West Ha-
ven, I wonder where is their 
vision for our future success?

It is true that West Haven 
is one of nine Connecticut 
municipalities that Standard 
& Poor’s Financial Services 
put on a “Credit Watch List” 
and an outlook downgrade. 
O’Brien says that Rossi has 
given no answers, and Rossi 
says O’Brien is at fault and 
back and forth they go. The 
truth is they both share re-
sponsibility for the mess we 
find ourselves in.

We can’t just cut our way out 
of this mess as Rossi would 
advocate. Cuts will have to be 
made, but that won’t solve all 
of our problems. The solution 
is not over-reliance on State 
aid, where future state hand-
outs are still uncertain. The 
solution is certainly not the 
building of more housing. The 
solution is successful ongoing 
commercial economic devel-
opment.

A word on transparency. I 
find it odd that a developer 
who is ready to start build-
ing a project like The Haven 
would hold information about 
potential stores so close to the 
vest. I would have expected a 
press release by now detailing 
the anchor store for the project 
or a listing of companies who 
will be locating there, if for no 
other reason than to convince 
other businesses of the viabil-
ity of the project. What’s the 
big secret?

With the expectation that 

online shopping will, for the 
first time outperform box 
store sales, one would think it 
important that more progress 
be shown in addition to just 
knocking down a few houses.

You can’t put all your eggs 
in one basket called The Ha-
ven and fall flat everywhere 
else. We must have a vision, 
create a theme for the areas 
in West Haven that need to be 
developed and then actively 
go out a sell this concept to 
companies and bring them to 
West Haven. A biotech corri-
dor, a recreation theme for our 
shoreline and revitalization of 
our city center can happen if 
we create a vision and pursue 
opportunities.

The Riccio Team has studied 
successful municipal econom-
ic recovery plans throughout 
the Northeast, and they all 

have one thing in common. 
Those communities all went 
out and sold their concept, the 
benefits of doing business in 
their respective locations. That 
vision has been lacking both 
in the O’Brien administration 
and by Nancy Rossi.

David Riccio
Republican candidate 

Rossi sets vision
First, I would like to thank 

everyone who took the time 
out of their busy schedules to 
speak with me and my team 
during this election season. 
We are truly blessed to live in 
such a wonderful city, where 
the residents care so deeply 

about their community! I 
would also like to thank  my 
team for their dedicated sup-
port and help. I would like to 

See Letters, page 7
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Continued from page 6
correct the misinformation, 
spread by the O’Brien camp. 
There was an offer of a debate, 
not a question-and-answer, 
prior to the primary, which 
my opponent states were 
untrue.  The fact is Greg 
Little, the News Director of 
WQUN 1220 AM, extended an 
invitation to both campaigns 
for a debate. Mr. Little states 
that the invitation was always 
in the form of a debate. 
Please see the New Haven 
Register article from Sept. 
6. The General Fund deficit 
did double during the last 
four (4) years.  In December, 
2013, the Unassigned General 
Fund deficit was $7.8 million, 
as of June 30. 2016 the 
Unassigned General Fund 
deficit of $16.8 million. (June 
30, 2016 municipal financial 
audit). The truth is that Mayor 
O’Brien has yet to balance 
a budget with the deficits 
getting larger each year. The 
mayor does not understand 
governmental accounting and 
has been distorting the facts by 
picking and choosing different 
numbers from audit reports 
trying to confuse voters. 
During the last four years a 
new ordinance entitled the 
“Balanced Budget Ordinance” 
was passed as a way to 
stop deficits from growing. 
Under the Ordinance, the 
administration is tasked with 
delivering to the City Council, 
by Oct. 30, a budget status 
report. The administration was 
also to include in the FY2018 
budget, per the Ordinance, an 
increase to deficit reduction 
in the amount of $250,000. 
Neither has happened. The 
Balanced Budget Ordnance is 
meaningless if not followed! 
Recently, it was stated a 
$24,000 raise was given to 
a Director of Finance when 
I sat as Finance Committee 
chairman of the City Council. 
The truth is 4.5 percent of the 
raise was contractual and, I 
presented a motion for a $5,000 
reduction, which passed the 
City Council.  The mayor was 
a City Council member at that 
time, and he seconded the 
motion to approve the raise, 
and voted in favor of it with 
his vote to pass the budget. 
This is reflected in the City 
Council minutes of May 1, 
2008. The purchase of the new 
Allingtown Fire Department 
apparatus followed the City 
of West Haven’s Purchasing 
Ordinance. The mayor, on 
the other hand, urged the 
City Council to approve a bid 
waiver for the replacement 
of security cameras in the 
high school. This bid waiver 
was given to a long-time 
political supporter of the 
mayor, and many questions 
arose out of how the project 
was completed. See the New 

Haven Register articles of 
April 6, April 18, and May 3.

I still strongly believe that 
denying the debt refunding 
proposed by the mayor was 
the right decision.  The “ben-
efit” and “savings” they speak 
about came in the form of 
skipping principal payments 
and adding years onto the 
term of the bonds. Skipping 
payments would have cost the 
taxpayers much more in the 
long term! Had we approved 
the debt refunding in 2014, we 
would still have a deficit to-
day and the taxpayers would 
have paid thousands of dol-
lars more in interest costs be-
cause of this debt refunding. 
Please don’t be fooled by the 
unsubstantiated allegations of 
my opponents. Please do your 
own homework to research 
the candidates before you 
vote.  I believe I am the best 
candidate to lead West Ha-
ven out of its financial crisis, 
because I have the financial 
expertise and background to 
balance a budget and to create 
a much needed culture of fis-
cal responsibility.  

 
Nancy Rossi

City needs Rossi
As a former councilman, 

and someone who has been 
involved in West Haven for a 
number of years, let me give 
you some of the reasons why 
I am supporting Democratic 
Candidate Nancy Rossi 100 
percent. First, she is a person 
of integrity. The current May-
or has made light of the fact 

the she is a Certified Public 
Accountant, which not only 
has a rigorous course load and 
very difficult final testing but 
it also requires a code of eth-
ics. The reason I am saying 
this is because being ethical 
always counts. Why don’t we 
talk about his record before he 
become mayor for a minute? 
He is a business owner that 
went bankrupt, changed the 
name of is LLC many times to 
avoid paying vendors, owed 
state sales taxes (meaning he 
collected the money from his 
customers but didn’t pay the 
state), and owed back Person-
al Property Taxes to the City 
of West Haven. There should 
be no surprise at how poorly 
O’Brien is running the city; the 
only difference is that the tax 
payers are paying for his lack 
of ability. I will take a Certi-
fied Public Accountant over a 
repeated failed business own-
er any day of the week. 

Nancy is not here to give jobs 
away to her friends and fam-
ily, like the current adminis-
tration. And let’s be clear, the 
current mayor has given jobs 
to his friends, family mem-
bers and neighbors, at City 
Hall, the Housing Authority, 
the Waste Water Treatment 
Plant, and the Board of Educa-
tion to people who are not the 
most qualified by any stretch 
of imagination, a number of 
them came off of the unem-
ployment line. Democratic 
Candidate Rossi understands 
the value of hiring the most 
qualified candidates and not 
ones who are politically con-

nected. 
O’Brien criticized Rossi for a 

raise that was handed out by 
former Mayor Picard. While 
that Finance Director who re-
ceived the raise was here there 
were balanced budgets, which 
is something O’Brien has yet 
to do, the debt and deficit were 
reduced drastically and con-
trols and procedures were up-
graded.  Incidentally, that Fi-
nance Director went to anoth-
er city for considerable more 
money and has been there 
ever since and is Now Presi-
dent of GFOA (Government 
Finance Officers Association). 
O’Brien, who is being hypo-
critical, is pointing to a raise of 
eight years ago in an effort to 
deflect from his complete fis-
cal mismanagement instead of 
accepting responsibility. Re-
member, O’Brien campaigned 
in 2013 on cutting the budget 
10 percent; instead he grew it 
by almost $20 million. Nancy 
is a leader that will accept re-
sponsibility and not assign 
blame. Unlike the current 
leader, Nancy will work hard 
for the tax payers instead of 
political cronies, and she will 
always put the best interest 
of the city first. To sum it up, 
Democratic Candidate Nancy 
Rossi has integrity, intelli-
gence, and a backbone which 
are three things our current 
mayor is completely lacking

Thomas McCarthy

Re-elect O’Brien
 Let me start by saying I’ve 

had the privilege of know-
ing the Riccio family for 50 

years. Mr. Peter Riccio, who 
sadly passed away, was my 
football coach in the Ray Tell-
er Football League. In high 
school, I played both football 
and baseball with Pete Jr. and 
Dave.  As many people know 
I am strongly supporting Ed 
O’Brien for mayor. Personally, 
I like Dave, but politically we 
have our differences. Dave’s 
education platform leaves 
me with many questions. The 
main point that concerns me is 
his plan to “improve student 
performance by extending the 
school day”. This is taken di-
rectly from his platform on his 
website.  First and foremost, in 
order to extend the school day 
negotiations with the union 
would have to take place 
and contracts would have to 
change. Presently, we have 24 
administrators, 530 teachers, 
129 paraprofessionals, 34 cleri-
cal staff, and 16 nurses.  All of 
these workers need to be com-
pensated. My research shows 
that to extend the school day 
by just a half hour it would 
cost approximately $3.6 MIL-
LION every year! Ed O’Brien 
has proven himself to be a 
champion of education. The 
shops at the high school are 
flourishing, all-day kindergar-
ten is entering its third year 
and is here to stay, construc-
tion of a new high school has 
begun, and test scores have 
risen. The arts are thriving 
and sports are available to all 
students. On Nov. 7, write in 
Ed O’Brien.

 James Morrissey
Chairman, Board of Ed

Weekly Specials
Monday: Prime Rib "au jus",

house made mashed
potatoes with gravy -

$20.95

Tuesday: at the Bar4:30-6:30
$6 Martinis, $6 appetizers,

$5 House Glass of Wine

Wednesday and Thursday -
Prix Fixe Menu-Choice of

Appetizer, Entree and
Dessert - $22.00
See OUR MENU!

Thanksgiving Day
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The West Haven Chamber of Commerce Presents:
3rd Annual Breathe Strong Rally 2017

Wednesday, November 15th from 11:30 am-3:30 pm
Savin Rock Conference Center

Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease
“Seeing the Person Beyond the Illness”

Free Admission • Free Lunch •Entertainment •Raffles

Learn everyday strategies from those living with COPD 
Demonstrations & Education on the importance of Pulmonary Rehab 

Learn more about anxiety and depression • Meet Community Resources 
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WHCH program boosts trust with PD
Law enforcement officers 

put their life on the line every 
day for their communities. 
The West Haven Police 
Department’s mission is 
“to provide professional, 
knowledgeable, and thorough 
law enforcement services 
to ensure the safety and 
well being of all people, 
with constant awareness 
of the diverse needs of the 
individuals and community”. 

In an effort to develop 
a connection between 
local police personnel and 
individuals with intellectual 
disabilities, West Haven 
Police officers and staff were 
invited to visit Community 
Connections, a program of 
the West Haven Community 
House.  

The Community 
Connections program 
is designed to provide 
community integration, skill 
building and personal support 
to adults with intellectual 
disabilities. 

Between their Campbell Ave 
facility and another location on 
Boston Post Road, more than 55 
individuals participate in the 
30-hour-a-week day program. 
The program also provides 
services to an additional 34 
adults in an individualized 
day program, as well as 22 
clients in residential sites in 
West Haven. 

“We were happy to have 
members of the police 
department see our program 
in action, and to show our 
appreciation for all that they 
do,” said Marie Watson, 
Director of Community 
Connections.  “The goal was 
not only to bring awareness 
about our program, but 
also to give our clients the 
opportunity to begin to build a 
relationship with the officers.”    

Program Manager, Keri 
McLaughlin, gave the police 
personnel a tour of the 
facility where they had the 
opportunity to speak with 
some of the clients in the 
program.  

The event, which took place 
on Oct. 25 , was coordinated by 
police officer and Community 
House board of directors’ 
member, Audrey Jefferson. 

Police officers are very 
interested and caring about the 
people in their community.  We 
are always eager to participate 
and to learn about the people 
we serve in our community”, 
she continued.  We are always 
eager to participate and to 
learn about the people we 
serve.  The more we learn, 
the more comfortable we can 
be in any given setting,” she 
continued.  

Police department attendees 
included Det. Sgt. Brian Reilly, 
Sergeant Debra D’Amato, 
School Resource Officers, Kim 
DeMayo and Kim Simone, 
Officer’s Audrey Jefferson, 

Ryan Matakaetis and Rheanna 
Behuniak, as well as Wanda 
Jofre, clinical social worker 
from CT Mental Health.

“We look forward to 
collaborating with WHPD 
again in the near future,” said 
Watson. Upon leaving, they all 
received a “goody bag” filled 
with items that the clients 
made, including homemade 
dog biscuits for the K-9 units.

Photo courtesy of WHCH

WHPD School Resource 
Officers Kim DeMayo and 
Kim Simone have a chat with 
Community Connnections 
Program Manager, Keri 
McLaughlin and one of the 
clients.
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 The University of New Ha-
ven and FOX61, the Connecti-
cut Fox affiliate, announced 
today that the television sta-
tion will open a news bureau 
on the University’s main cam-
pus at 300 Boston Post Road.

The partnership between 
the University and FOX61 
provides unprecedented op-
portunities for University of 
New Haven students, par-
ticularly in the Communica-
tions, Film, and Media Studies 

Department, and strengthens 
FOX61’s long-term commit-
ment to New Haven and the 
surrounding cities and towns.

“We are excited about the 
advantages this relationship 
brings to our students, espe-
cially those majoring in com-
munications,” said Steven H. 
Kaplan, president of the Uni-
versity of New Haven.  “It will 
provide all of our students 
with an opportunity to ob-
serve closely -- right on their 

own campus -- how the news 
is gathered, edited, and broad-
cast.”

The FOX61 news bureau at 
the University of New Haven 
will offer easy access to the 
I-95 corridor, Southern Con-
necticut, and the Shoreline and 
reinforce the station’s commit-
ment to statewide coverage.  

The FOX61 news team, in-
cluding one of Connecticut’s 
most senior reporters and life-
long resident, Tony Terzi, will 
report daily from the bureau.

“FOX61 is very proud to be 
partnering with the Univer-
sity of New Haven,” said Jon 
Hitchcock, vice president and 
general manager of FOX61 
and WCCT/CW Television.  
“Our partnership reinforces 
our commitment to our view-
ers in the southern tier of the 
state and provides an authen-
tic learning experience for stu-
dents pursuing an education 
in the field of journalism and 
communications.”

The partnership is especially 
advantageous for students in 
the University’s growing me-
dia studies department, which 
includes on its faculty Pulitzer-
prize winning journalist Susan 
Campbell, longtime Connecti-
cut broadcast media person-
alities Bruce Barber and Diane 
Smith, FOX61 Meteorologist 
Matt Scott, and ESPN vet-

eran broadcaster Wayne Ed-
wards. FOX61 and WTIC-TV, 
are multi-platform statewide 
news organizations owned 
by Tribune Media. FOX61 
features more than nine and 
a half hours of news coverage 
each weekday and more than 
four and a half hours of news 
coverage on the weekends. 

“The more exposure our stu-
dents have to the real world 
of 24-7 news, the better their 
preparation, said Thomas Gar-

rett, associate professor and 
head of the Communications, 
Film, and Media Studies De-
partment. 

“The FOX61 partnership will 
offer many advantages not 
only to journalism students 
and students interested in the 
technical aspects of television 
and film but also to students 
in majors which rely on com-
munications, such as political 
science, music, business, and 
more.”

62nd anniversary
Roberta and Moses Douglas recently celebrated their 62nd 

wedding anniversary with family and friends. The city couple 
marked the milestone on  Oct. 22.

Submitted PhotoCelebrates 98!
Family, friends and well-wishers were on hand recently for 

the celebration of Santo (Tino) Piersanta’s 98th birthday at the 
bocce courts along the bike/walk path at the Old Grove Park. 
On hand to offer his con gratulations was Mayor Edward M. 

UNH, Fox61 partnership gives experience
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  Around TownAround Town

 Fall Festival at 1st Lutheran
First Lutheran Church, 52 George St, will host its 

annual fall festival on Saturday, Nov. 18 from 9-2. 
There will be vendors, baked goods, white elephant, 
raffles and refreshments. 

Used Book Sale, Nov 11
The First Congregational Church, 464 Campbell 

Ave., will host its monthly used book sale, SERRV 
Shop and Clothes Closet on Saturday, Nov. 11 be-
tween 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.  There are always some inter-
esting books to be found, including many children’s 
books, gifts made by refugees from around the world 
and gently used clothing at very low prices. 

Trees of West Haven, Dec, 2-3
The Ward-Heitmann House Museum will hold its 

annual Trees of West Haven event at St. John Vianney 
Church Hall on Saturday Dec. 2 and Sunday, Dec. 
3 from 10:30 a.m. until 4 p.m.  There will be many 
raffle prizes and we are looking for a few vendors or 
crafters to attend either one or two days.  Please call 
(203) 934-6921 or e mail dgbeckwith@sbcglobal.net 
for more information if you are interested. 

Country Fair at Methodist Church
First and Wesley United Methodist Church, 89 

Center St., is sponsoring its annual Country Fair, on 
Saturday, Nov. 4,  from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Breakfast, 
lunch, crafts, bake sale, huge Tag Sale and much 
more much  is featured..

Savin Rock School Festival
Savin Rock Community School is sponsoring the 

Rockin’ the Holidays Festival on Saturday, Nov. 18, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the school gym, 50 Park 
St. Great shopping for the holidays. Items supplied 
by local vendors and artists. Raffles, entertainment, 

bake sale, food court, and more. 

OLOV School promotion
Our Lady of Victory School is participating in an in-

credible program that allows it to earn free classroom 
equipment and supplies. The community is asked to 
help: Sign up your ShopRite Price Plus Club card 
to our school code (17958) by visiting www.shop-
riteforeducation.com; or call the school at (203) 932-
6457 and you will be enrolled. Shop at a participat-
ing ShopRite from today through April 26 with your 
enrolled card and OLOV School will earn points to-
wards free classroom equipment, all donated by the 
store.  Cards must be re-enrolled every school year.

NARFE confab Nov. 6
The National Active and Retired Federal Employ-

ees Association monthly meeting will be held Mon-
day, November 6, 1 p.m., at the North Haven Con-
gregational Church, 28 Church St.  All active and re-
tired federal workers are invited to attend. The guest 
speaker will be Debbie Herget from Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield Federal Employees Program, who will dis-
cuss the 2018 health benefits plan and provide 2018 
brochures.  The meeting will include the nomination 
and election of Chapter Officers for 2018.

‘Back to the Oldies,’ Nov. 11
“Back to the Oldies” makes a return to Cielo, 85 

Chase Lane, on Saturday, Nov. 11, from 8 p.m. to 
12:30 a.m. Charles F. Rosenay the “Original Boppers 
DJ is set to spin the discs, while Carla Gemma Cac-
cavale performs. Tickets are $20 per person and in-
clude door prizes, coffee and dessert. The raffle ben-
efits the MDA. For tickets, call (203) 795-5473 or (203) 
468-2528. 

Vendors sought at OLOV
Our Lady of Victory School is looking for crafters 

for our annual OLOV Christmas Fair. It will be held 

Nov. 18 and 19. If you are interested in obtaining an 
application please call the school at (203) 932-6457 
between the hours of 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., or you can 
e-mail Cecelia Castillon at ccastillon@olovk8.org.

Senior trips by city group
F. Seniors and Friends offers the following trips to 

the public. All trips leave First Avenue commuter lot: 
Atlantic City Resorts Casino – Jan 2-4, four meals, 

two shows, two nights’ accommodation. $219 per 
person, $50 deposit. Leaves First Avenue lot Jan 2.

To book trips, call Fred Mongillo, (203) 389-5808 or 
(203) 927-4249.

3rd Sunday Coin Show
The Liberty Coin Show is back at the Elks Club, 265 

Main St., on the third Sunday of the month. Buy and 
sell your coins. 

The organizers invite hobbyists to be part of the 
many displays. Food and beverages are on the menu. 
For more information, call Parry Carpinella, (203) 
248-1053.

Loans offered city students
The Seth Haley Memorial Loan Fund of West Ha-

ven provides eligible college students with loans of 
up to $2500 to help students finish their post high 
school education. 

Applicants must be West Haven residents who 
have completed two or more years of college or post-
secondary work or be in their final two years of ad-
vanced work. Any West Haven resident attending 
college or a post high school professional, technical 
or trade school can be eligible for a loan. Repayments 
do not begin, and no interest will be charged until 
one year after graduation. 

If you are interested in making an application for 
a loan, please call Mary Radziszewski at (203) 934-
0396 or Gert Beckwith at (203) 934-6921 or write to 
92 Lake St.
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 Historian’s corner     Historian’s corner                                                 By Dan Shine                                            By Dan Shine
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 The Hurricane of 1950
Note:  This week, your Historian 

defers to a past First Church 
Historian, Marjorie Phelps, and 
part of a narrative she gave to the 
Vacation Bible School in August, 
1960: 

 Now, the front of the church 
where the steeple is looks 
very much as it did a hundred 
years ago; but the front of the 
church isn’t exactly as it was 
a hundred years ago, because 
something happened here ten 
years ago. On Nov. 25, 1950, I 
happened to be at a wedding 
at the church here.  It was the 
wedding of someone whom 
some of you children had for 
a first grade teacher up in the 
old gymnasium.  Do any of 
you remember Mrs. Jones?  
Well, it was her wedding day.  
And such a rainy, windy day it 
was.  In fact, it was a day when 
we had a real hurricane here in 
West Haven.  Now, I only live 
two blocks from the church, 

but I took a bus to get to the 
church, because it was raining 
so very, very hard—I knew 
I would be soaked if I didn’t.  
And I couldn’t drive my 
car. Well, after the wedding 
was over, we all went into the 
parlor for a lovely reception.  
And we were having a nice 
pleasant time visiting around 
when the sexton, whose name 
was Mr. Duncan, came in; 
and he said, “Anybody who 
has his car parked outside 
the church better move it.  
The shutters are beginning 
to blow off.”  And we looked 
out, and it was raining harder 
than ever, and sure enough 
the trees were bending down, 
almost touching the ground, 
and shutters had blown off the 
church.  Well, you never saw a 
building empty as fast as that 
parish house did.  Soon, every-
one was gone from the wed-
ding reception.  And I couldn’t 
get a bus back to my home—I 

walked; and it was so windy it 
was just like pushing against a 
wall to get up the street; but I 
finally got home.  I turned on 
the radio and they were tell-
ing about trees coming down 
and different things happen-
ing during the storm; and 
then all of a sudden came a 
News Flash!  And it said “The 
steeple on the First Congrega-
tional Church on West Haven 
Green has just blown over”.

 Well, the next morning, it 
was sun-shiney and quiet and 
calm and all the people went 
to church.  And the steeple 
lay in ruins on the steps and 
to the side—but there was 
a sign on the front of the 
church which said, “Church 
as usual”.  But we had to go 
in through the parish house 
doors.  And the people had a 
meeting right after the church 
service that morning and they 
decided they would rebuild 
the steeple.  They would raise 
the money and they would 
put up another steeple just 
like the old one.  And so they 
did and they made the church 
a little bit larger while they 
were doing it, so there would 
be room for even more people. 

 And the bell that was in the 
old steeple was not broken so 
it was put in the new steeple 
and that’s the bell that you 
hear sometimes on Sunday 
mornings calling the people to 
church.

 
 The bell and steeple shown following the 1950 storm.

City accepting 
energy requests

The city began accepting 
applications Oct. 17 for the 
federally financed Connecticut 
Energy Assistance Program in 
the human resources office on 
the second floor of City Hall, 
355 Main St.

Appointments for all 
heating sources can be made 
by calling (203) 937-3572.

The city will process 
applications by appointment 
Mondays through Thursdays. 
No walk-ins will be accepted.

Applicants who have 
difficulty speaking English are 
asked to bring a translator.

Eligibility for assistance is 
based on the income and assets 
of an applicant’s household. 
To qualify, applicants must 
provide pay stubs, including 
monthly Social Security 
benefits and pension checks, 
for the last four weeks for all 
household members 18 and 
older.

Applicants must also 
provide documentation of 
assets — recent bank account 
statements for all accounts 
for all household members — 
along with a current electric 
bill for all heating sources and 
a current gas bill for those who 
heat with gas, as well as Social 
Security numbers.
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Leslie Jewelers

TURN YOUR GOLD

$$$$

INTO CASH

Photo courtesy of WHTL

Gold Bat Awards 
The West Haven Twilight League re-

cently conducted its annual Gold Bat din-
ner at the Cielo Hall at the West Haven 
Italian-American Civic Association. The 
dinner honors league champions and lead-
ers in various categories as well as those 
who have worked to promote the league 
and amateur baseball in the area. Shown 
are: Jon Capone (Master of Ceremonies), 
Vin DiLauro (League President), Mike 
Madera (Community Award), John Roche 
(Gold Bat Award), Pat Shannon (Gold Bat 
Award), Peter DePaola (Gold Bat Award), 
Ryan Cimino (Gold Bat Award), Roland 
Depew (Dinner Chairman), and Dan Gool-
ey (League Commissioner).

Gaels outlast Westies, 38-28
The West Haven football 

team came into Friday night’s 
matchup with the Shelton 
Gaels with an undefeated 6-0 
record and hadn’t lost in the 
regular season for the last, 
two seasons. On The Gaels’ 
opening drive, they coughed 
up the ball on the West Ha-
ven 42-yardline, setting up 
the Westies with a short field 
to work with. The Blue Devils 
made sure to make the Gaels 
pay for that mistake when, 
Zach Conlan took a handoff 
and weaved his way through 
the Shelton defenders for a 26-
yard touchdown run and after 
a Chris Chance extra point, 
West Haven had a 7-0 lead just 
2:42 into the contest.

The Gaels responded with 
a long drive finished off on 
a 1-yard touchdown run on 
fourth and goal to tie the game 
up at 7-7 with 4:25 left in the 
first quarter. Then they were 
the beneficiaries of a West Ha-
ven fumble that they returned 
60 yards for a touchdown giv-

ing Shelton a 14-7 lead with 
1:44 left in the quarter.

The Westies had a quick re-
sponse when Kyle Godfrey 
capped a drive with a 7-yard 
TD run but the extra point was 
blocked and the Blue Devils 
trailed 14-13 just seven sec-
onds into the second quarter. 
Shelton had another quick 
strike when the Gaels hooked 
up on a 42-yard touchdown 
pass 1:18 later to increase their 
lead to 21-13.

On the next West Haven 
drive, the fans were treated 
to a display by running back 
Kyle Godfrey. Godfrey took 
a handoff at his own 35-yard-
line, bobbed and weaved his 
way through the Shelton de-
fense for 51 yards and setting 
up the Westies on the Shelton 
14. Several players later, it was 
Godfrey punching it in from 2 
yards out for the touchdown. 
Jake Conlan’s pass to Godfrey 
for a two-point conversion 
tied the game 21-21.

Godfrey was not done. On 

the next Shelton drive, God-
frey stepped up on defense 
and intercepted a Gaels’ pass, 
returning it 67 yards for a 
touchdown, giving the Wes-
ties a 28-21 lead with 5:25 left 
in the first half. As time was 
winding down in the first 
half, the Gaels were driving 
deep into West Haven terri-
tory again but the Blue Devil 
defense came up with a huge 
stop as time expired, sending 
the teams to the locker rooms 
with the Westies in front 28-21.

Unfortunately for West Ha-
ven, they would not see the 
end zone again and the Gaels 
would put up the next 17 
points to defeat the Westies 
38-28, knocking the boys from 
the ranks of the unbeaten. 
Shelton scored on a 2-yard TD 
run on fourth and goal with 
5:30 left in the third quarter to 
tie the game 28-28. The Gaels 
would then take the lead 35-28 
with 4:36 left in the game on a 
3-yard TD run.

After the Gaels intercepted a 

pass at midfield, the West Ha-
ven defense forced Shelton to 
punt, giving the Westies some 
hope. The Gaels recovered the 
ensuing punt setting them up 
on the West Haven 9-yardline 
and with 57 seconds left, they 
sealed the victory with a field 
goal for the 38-28 final. 

The Blue Devils will look to 
get back on track with a trip to 
play the Hillhouse Academics 
at Bowen Field on Friday at 7.

The girls soccer team was 
looking to end its regular sea-
son on a positive note as it 
headed into the postseason. 
On Monday evening, the Wes-
ties hosted the Lyman Hall 
Trojans. The teams were dead-
locked in a 0-0 game until 15 
minutes left in the game. Jes-
sica Robinson took a pass from 
Taylor Nowak and found the 
back of the net to give the Blue 
Devils a 1-0 lead with 14:21 left 
in the contest. Two minutes 
and thirty-one seconds later, 
Keegan Riccio converted a re-
bound of a Jessica Robinson 

shot and it was 2-0 Westies. 
Lyman Hall would not go qui-
etly though. The Trojans cut 
the lead to 2-1 with 4:49 left in 
the game but Kelsey Gilmore 
put an end to any comeback 
hopes with a goal with 3:29 
left assisted by Mackenzie 
Holy for the 3-1 final. Alycia 
Morales made three saves in 
net for West Haven. The girls 
will now wait for the CIAC 
pairings to be announced on 
Friday to see who they will 
draw in the tournament.

The boys soccer team fin-
ished up its season with losses 
to Hamden and Xavier last 
week. On Monday evening, 
the Blue Devils fell behind 
3-0 in the first half before Ty 
Reeves scored at 23:39 and 
Alsaddik Alfazzani at 30:14 
to cut the lead to 3-2. Unfor-
tunately for West Haven, that 
would be its only offense and 
the Green Dragons would tack 
on another goal in the second 
half to defeat the Westies, 4-2. 

See Westies, page 18
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WestieBlue in touch                    By Mike Madera

It had all the makings of an 
instant classic. By all means, 
the showdown between then 
tenth-ranked Shelton and 
third-ranked West Haven 
lived up to expectations. 

Unfortunately for the Wes-
ties, Shelton stifled the West 
Haven offense in the second 
half, holding the Westies to 
just 83 total yards, as the Gaels 
knocked the Westies from the 
ranks of the unbeatens with 
a 38-28 victory at Ken Strong 
Stadium in West Haven Friday 

evening. 
After going to the half with 

a 28-21 advantage, thanks in 
part to three Kyle Godfrey 
touchdowns, the Westies nev-
er got on track in the second 
half. On the flip side, the Gaels 
gained 170 yards in the final 24 
minutes to finish with 409 in 
the game, and scored the only 
17 points of the second half to 
take home the victory. 

The key series came to start 
the second half as the Wes-
ties led by seven points and 

opened the half with posses-
sion of the ball. On fourth-
and-one from its own 43, West 
Haven decided to go for a first 
down. 

That decision backfired as 
Shelton stuffed West Haven 
quarterback Jake Conlan for 
a two-yard loss, setting the 
Gaels up in prime real estate. 
Eleven plays later, Shelton tied 
the game on a 2-yard touch-
down run by quarterback Jake 
Roberts, stealing the momen-
tum from the Westies. 

After the two teams trad-
ed possessions, West Haven 
looked as if it had a scoring 
drive in motion. Shelton end-
ed any thoughts of that, forc-
ing a fumble by Conlan, and 
recovering at the Shelton 48. 

Ten plays later, and just 
three plays after Shelton took 
a field goal off the board when 
West Haven was called for 
roughing the kicker, Roberts 
scored from three yards out 
with 4:36 left in the game for a 
35-28 Shelton lead. 

The Westies had two final 
opportunities to even the con-
test, but could not do so as 
Latrell Best had his halfback 
option pass intercepted one 
play later, before West Ha-
ven muffed a punt with 3:12 
remaining, giving the Gaels 
possession at the West Haven 
9-yard line. 

When Nick Andrade buried 
a 21-yard field goal with 57 
seconds remaining, Shelton 
ended any thoughts of an un-

defeated season for the Wes-
ties. 

The second half was quite a 
contrast for the Westies as they 
overcame a 14-7 deficit in the 
opening half by scoring 21 of 
the next 28 points. 

After forcing a Shelton fum-
ble two plays into the game, 
West Haven took a 7-0 lead in 
the contest on a 23-yard touch-
down run by Zach Conlan on 
West Haven’s first possession 
of the game.

The Gaels took a 14-7 lead 
in the opening quarter when 
Roberts scored from one yard 
out and Jaryd Witkowski re-
turned a fumble 60 yards for 
a score with 1:44 left in the 
opening quarter. 

The Westies needed just four 

plays on their next possession 
to go 78 yards and get within 
14-13 when Godfrey scored 
from 11 yards out just seven 
seconds into the second quar-
ter. 

Shelton took a 21-13 lead 
1:18 later, but Godfrey’s 1-yard 
touchdown run, coupled with 
a Jake Conlan to Godfrey con-
version pass evened the game 
at 21 with 7 minutes left in the 
first half. 

Godfrey then intercepted a 
pass by Roberts and returned 
the interception 67 yards for a 
touchdown and a 28-21 lead 
with 5:25 to go in the half. 

Godfrey finished with 200 
yards rushing and a pair of 
touchdowns on 19 carries. 
Zach Conlan ran for 44 yards. 

 

WestieBlue.com

For all your West Haven sports, visit 
www.westieblue.com

Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni 

Photos     Videos     Player of the Week     WH Championship teams
Future Westies     Alumni     Hall of Fame WH News and Notes

Team Leaders     Statistics     Coaches Information     Coaches Corner 
And more 

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site 
Contact Mike Madera 

Phone: (203) 530-1322 
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com 

Photo courtesy of Todd DandelskePlayer of the Week
West Haven senior football player Kyle Godfrey (7) is the 

Vio’s Sports Plus/Westie Blue Player of the Week. Godfrey ran 
for 200 yards and a pair of touchdowns, and also returned an 
interception 67 yards for a score in a 38-28 loss to Shelton this 
past week. Read about Kyle on the Player of the Week page 
at www.westieblue.com. 
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West Haven Fire Services/ Fire Safety Checklist 
 

 

 

  
On November 5, 2017: Remember to turn your clocks back one hour  

ALSO 
CHECK YOUR SMOKE & CO DECTECTORS 

 
Heating Equipment 
□ Keep electric space heaters at least 3 feet from all 

combustibles 
□ Replace furnace filters once a year 
□ Clean lint from behind clothes dryer 
□ Install a sparks screen in front of the fireplace 
□ Have chimney,  furnace  inspected and cleaned 

annually 
□ Dispose of ashes in metal containers 
□ Keep newspapers, other combustibles and clutter away 

from water heater/furnace 
 
Electrical 
□ Avoid overloading electrical circuits 
□ Inspect electrical cords and appliances for damage 
□ Do not tack cords to the walls or run them under rugs 
□ Maintain air space around electrical equipment such as 

TV, VCR, stereo, etc. 
□ Install additional outlets, by a qualified electrician, to 

avoid using cube taps and extension cords 
□ If you must use extension cords, use only the kind that 

have a built in circuit breaker 
 
Flammable Liquids & Hazardous Materials                     
□ Limit the amount of chemicals stored 
□ Dispose of and recycle household hazardous materials 

properly. 
□ Store hazardous materials in proper containers with 

tight fitting lids and correct identification labels 
□ Store hazardous materials away from heat sources 
□ Allow proper ventilation when using flammable liquids 

and hazardous materials 
□ Put oily rags in metal containers with tight fitting lids, 

not in a pile where they can spontaneously ignite. 
 
DO NOT STORE PROPANE or GASOLINE INSIDE YOUR HOME 
OR BUSINESS 
Store in detached garage or shed or on deck 
If you need to dispose of Propane Tanks call 203-488-1956 
Leetes Island Fuel ~ 49 Leetes Island Rd ~ Branford, CT  
 

 
Cooking 
□ Never leave cooking unattended 
□ Cuff sleeves and turn pot handles 
□ Never store combustibles in oven or on stove top 
□ When barbequing, move unit away from house 
□ Dispose of coals/ashes in metal containers 
 
Smoking Materials & Candles 
□ Never leave cigarettes or candles unattended 
□ Purchase and use ashtrays that have the center 

support feature 
□ Empty ashtrays into noncombustible containers only 
□ Never smoke in bed 
□ We recommend against the use of candles 
□ If you must use candles, place them in sturdy holders 
 
Smoke and CO Detectors 
□ Install SMOKE & CO  detectors inside and outside 

every sleeping area and on every level of your 
home 

□ Test smoke, CO detectors once a month (use a broom 
handle to reach)  

□ Replace smoke, CO detector batteries twice a 
year(replace when changing time on clocks-Spring 
and Fall) 

□ Replace smoke, CO detector units every ten years 
 
Fire Extinguishers                                                          
□ Purchase a multipurpose (ABC) extinguisher  
□ Teach your family how to use a fire extinguisher (use 

P.A.S.S.-Pull the pin , Aim, Squeeze, Sweep ) 
 
Develop & Practice a Home Escape Plan 
□ Develop a home escape plan that includes 
  Crawling low under smoke 

 Two exits out of every room 
 A meeting place outside (tree, mailbox, etc.) 

□ Practice escape plan with every member 
□ Teach all family members how to: 
  Dial 911 in an emergency 

 Stop, drop and roll if clothes catch fire 
The use of a kerosene heater within the City of West Haven is prohibited by Ordinance 
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Why Buy or Sell 
Now?
Home affordability is at an all time high
and opportunities for buyers and sellers 
like you are probably better than you 
think!

Contact me today if you or anyone
you know would like an overview of
our local housing market.
Keller Williams Prestige Properties
2777 Summer St
Stamford, CT 06905
cell: 203-530-1495
email: emilio.encarnacion@kw.com
Website:
eencarnacion.kwrealty.com

Continued from page 15
Saul Novoa made six saves 

and Nash Noble made four 
saves, splitting time between 
the pipes.

Ty Reeves scored again on 
Wednesday but it was not 
enough in a 4-2 loss to the 
Xavier Falcons in Middletown.

Already eliminated from 
postseason play, the volleyball 
team was playing for pride 
when it finished its season last 
week. On Monday, the Blue 
Devils swept the Platt Tech 

Panthers 3-0 in Milford. Me-
gan Paterson had 21 assists 
and ten aces while Kara Er-
ickson had ten kills, three aces 
and two digs to lead the Wes-
ties. Also contributing for the 
Westies were Veronica Lynn 
with seven kills and two digs 
and Lexi Burzynski with six 
kills and two aces.

On Tuesday evening, the 
girls paid tribute to their se-
niors and then went out and 
took an exciting 3-2 victory 
over the Lyman Hall Trojans. 
The Blue Devils took the first, 
two games and looked like 
they were on their way to an 
easy victory but, the Trojans 
took the next, two games to 
force a decisive fifth game, 
which the Westies were vic-
torious. Megan Paterson once 
again led the offense with 23 
assists and three kills while 
picking up nine digs. Nancy 
Tapia had 14 digs and seven 
kills while Lexi Burzynski had 
six kills and three aces in the 
win. C.C. Condon led the de-
fense with 14 digs, Veronica 
Lynn had eight kills, three 
aces and two digs and Irene 
Ronan had ten kills and three 
blocks.

The Blue Devils wrapped 
up their season with a trip to 
Hamden to take on the Sacred 
Heart Academy Sharks on 
Wednesday evening and were 
defeated 3-0. Leading the Wes-
ties were Megan Paterson (12 
kills and eight digs), Nancy 
Tapia (nine digs and four kills) 
and Danna Tortal (six digs). 
The girls finish their season 
with a record of 6-14. 

Westies: Wrap-up

The West Haven Seahawk Mighty Mite Team concluded their 
season on Saturday with a contest against the New Haven Steel-
ers. The Mighty Mite division is a fundamental level made up 
of mostly 7- and 8-year-olds. Quarterback TJ Nixon led the Se-
ahawk offensive attack and scored a rushing touchdown. 

Caden Stanley stripped the ball from a Steeler running back in 
the second quarter and returned it 60 yards for a score. He also 
had two quarterback sacks for the Hawk defense. Jey Scanlon, 
Anthony Iannotti and Trey Plumber also played well for the Se-
ahawks.

The competitive level teams had a bye week and will enter the 
Southern Connecticut Pop Warner semi-final playoffs this com-
ing week at Bunnell High School in Stratford. 

The Junior Peewees (4-4) will take on the one- seed Stratford 
Redskins (8-0) at 10 a.m. The Peewee team (7-1) will take on the 
Manchester Sentinels (5-3) at noon. The Junior Varsity team (7-1) 
will play the Trumbull Rangers (5-3) at 2.

The Southern Connecticut Pop Warner championship games 
will be played at West Haven’s Veterans Memorial Park the 
weekend of Nov. 11.

Mite 11 ends year

Mite A takes loss
The West Haven Mite A travel team hosted West Hartford at 

the Edward L. Bennet Rink on Saturday. The team fought hard 
to the very end of the game, but was unable to come out with the 
win. Riley Crowley moved the puck up to his teammates, while 
Aedan Guarino led the team in scoring with four goals. 

On Sunday, the team played another home game against 
South Windsor. Matthew Ciccosanti put the Westies on the 
scoreboard with three goals. Jake Newkirk made some key pass-
es and scored a goal as well. 

The West Haven Squirt A travel hockey team increased its 
winning streak to nine in a row with two commanding victories 
this weekend.  The Blue Devils defeated Central Capitals A1 

See Youth Hockey, page 22
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It was a great final week in the West Haven Youth Soccer 
League fall season with several great games for parents and 
players to enjoy.

In the CD Girls division, the Soccer Rockers/Oyster River 
Energy had a tough loss against Connecticut Pest Elimination  
girls, 5-3.  

Keeper Emily Pruitt had several outstanding saves as she 
played her final game with the soccer rockers.  

Joyce Delgado scored her first goal, with an assist coming 
from Yamilette Romero. The defense line played strong and 
included Asia Ford and Sofia Lora, who were able to block 
multiple shots. 

In the EG Girls division, the Cappetta’s Imports Red Fireballs 
completed an exciting fall  season of soccer with an impressive 
victory over the Top Hat Dance Studio Maroon team. 

Madden Evangeliste led the offense with outstanding assists 
from Katerina Olivegia and Sarahi Cruz-Cruz. Natalie Reed pro-
vided great defensive play with support from Madison Jacksics 
and Melissa Valìterra while Mariella Cappetta was outstanding 
in goal with many saves.

In the final weekend play in the FG  Girls division play, the 
Cappetta›s Italian Imports Red Emojis played a tough game 
against the Milano & Wanat  Green team, taking a 6-3 loss.  

Great play by the Red Emojis, led  by Leila Lancaster and 
Giada Jimenez, who scored for the for the team, while Abby 
Forsyth, Jocelyn Kenny, and Luciana Cappetta were fierce in 
defensive play. 

In the EB Boys Division, the Stars Ice Cream boys defeated the 
Baybrook Remodelers EB3 team, 4-0.  

Nicholas Westphal led the scoring with a hat trick while Vic-
tor Magana Preciado and Urijah Silva played an exceptional-
ly  skilled game on both sides of the ball.  

In the Girls Travel Division, the Elite Soccer Camps U-12 girls 
travel team traveled to Meriden Saturday afternoon, and lost 
1-0 in a hard fought battle.  

Ava Murphy did a stellar job in goal, while Camryn Flaherty, 
Isabelle Nagle and Cynthia Burns played well on defense.  

Summer Krajcir, Olivia Trenchard, Ariana Izzo and Abigail 
Phelan worked hard in the midfield, and Brooke Throm and 
Brooke Flaherty created a few chances that challenged the Me-
riden keeper.

In another girls travel game, the State Farm Insurance U-11 
girls travel Team Lightning, hosted Naugatuck early Saturday 
afternoon, winning, 5-0.  

Alexandria Nunes and Molly Gunning scored in the first half, 
Gunning›s goal coming from an Ashlynn Trenchard assist.  

Trenchard picked up a second assist in the second half, feed-
ing Jaylyn Powell.  Chloe Whelan and Aylin Soto both played 
well, and Annabel Pasacreta had a strong game in midfield in 
the win for the Lightning.

Soccer teams end
‘17 regular season
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bsg BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

470 Frontage Rd.  West Haven, CT
(203) 934-2600    www.tilesofdistinctionwh.com

In The Tile Business Since 1953

Ceramic/Porcelain       Wood/Laminate Flooring       Carpeting

Tiles of Distinction

E&M Construction, LLC
Stone Walls* Stamp Concrete

Pavers * Stucco *Chimneys

Fireplaces * All Repairs

(203) 560-3553 -- Call Alex
Licenced and insured.

GB MASONRY
Stone Walls * Sidewalks* Pavers
Chimneys * Brickwork * Stucco

Flag Stone* Stone Siding
17 Years Experience

(203-206-1159 - Call Jimmy
Fully Licensed & Insured

LIGHT of the WORLD ENT, llc
Electrical Construction  -  Ernest J. Pommer Jr.

New Addtions • Light or Major Renovations
Service Upgrades • Old or New Work Residential

Fully Insured
CT E1 0189338

203-619-2526
lolwllc@gmail.com

Cadet heroics can’t stop Cheshire, 27-23
Kaileb Cadet runs wild 

in loss -- The Notre Dame 
football team won every sta-
tistical battle in their SCC 
Division I football contest vs 
Cheshire Friday night at Vet-
erans Field except the most 
important one, the scoreboard. 
The Green Knights had more 
yards, plays, first downs, and 
time of possession but in the 
only numbers that mattered, 
the scoreboard at the end of 
the game said Cheshire held 
on for a 27-23 win. 

The Green Knights, who 
trailed at one point 27-23, had 
the ball inside the Cheshire 
15-yard line with a minute left 
but couldn’t get the go-ahead 
touchdown. Notre Dame out-
gained Cheshire 436 yards to 
321 yards. Notre Dame had 

68 offensive plays to the Rams 
49. The Green Knights had 
a 27:00-21:00 minute time of 
possession edge and had two 
more first downs (21-19) on 
the night. Kaileb Cadet  paved 
the way for the Green Knights 
running for 207 yards on 20 
carries and a pair of touch-
downs.

Soccer Plays to Scoreless 
Tie with Sheehan -- The se-
nior soccer players in Notre 
Dame’s Class of 2018 didn’t 
walk off Veterans Field for the 
last time as winners. But, they 
didn’t lose either. Instead, the 
regular season came to a close 
for the 11 seniors in a score-
less tie with Sheehan on Oct. 
23. After a scoreless first half, 
the Green Knights second half 
scoring chances came early 

and late. In fact, the late chanc-
es may have been some of 
Notre Dame’s best. Sean Mu-
farinya had two chances in the 
game’s final minutes, includ-
ing a shot from just outside 
the box with less than 30 sec-
onds left that hit the crossbar 
preventing what would be the 
equivalent of a walk-off win 
on senior night. Notre Dame 
finished the season with a 5-5-
6 record and await their seed-
ing and opponent in the CIAC 
Class L tournament which 
starts on Monday, November 
6. The Green Knights will defi-
nitely play on the road in their 
first-round contest. 

Tommy Minar Runs 29th 
in Class L meet -- Thomas 
Minar  concluded a breakout 
campaign by being the Green 

Knights first runner to cross 
the finish line as the ND cross-
country team ran 17th at the 
2017 CIAC Class L Champion-
ship Meet. Minar ran the 3.2-
mile course in 18:03 to place 
29th out of the 175 entries in 
the race. Oliver Shannon ‘20 
was Notre Dame’s other run-
ner to break the 20-minute 
mark. 

Shannon placed second for 
the Green Knights, and 83rd 
overall, finishing in a time of 
19:04. The next three Notre 
Dame runners all finished in 
a pack with only 11 seconds 
separating them. 

Rory O’Connor was the first 
senior and third Green Knight 
to cross the finish line in a 
time of 20:12. A pair of juniors 
rounded out Notre Dame’s 

five counting runners as Jona-
than Katz and Anthony Bruno 
ran in 20:17 and 20:23 respec-
tively.

Harlem Wizards Entertain 
Huge Crowd at UNH -- Those 
who attended the Harlem 
Wizards Benefit basketball 
game on October 28 at UNH 
were treated to not only bas-
ketball wizardry but also a 
fun-filled night of skits involv-
ing the crowd. 

High-flying dunks and 
crafty dribbling combined 
with some excellent play by 
the ND and Friends team left 
everyone who left the event 
with a smile.  on their face. 

Thanks to all who came to 
raise money for ND’s basket-
ball team to travel to Florida 
this December.
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    Gripe VineGripe Vine
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

The response in the Sept. 
26, Gripe Vine, regarding the 
night-time lighting around 
two ballfields in Morse Park 
was inaccurate. I live near 
Morse Park and witness on 
a nearly nightly basis, along 
with my neighbors, when the 
lights are on and when they’re 
turned off.  A few clarifying 
points must be made.

First, the reader’s question 
was specifically about the 
lighting around the two ball 
fields, not the other lighting in 
the park that is there and on 
for safety reasons.  Surround-
ing the two ball fields in ques-
tion are 40 lamps, 21 around 
one, 16 the other.  If they’re 
anything like the lamps used 
to light ball fields elsewhere, 
these are metal-halide lamps, 
which burn at either 1,000 
watts or 1500 watts each.  So 
when both fields are lit and 
it seems it is always both, not 
one or the other, somewhere 
between 40,000 and 60,000 
watts of electricity are being 
used.

Second, it is sometimes, but 
not often, the case that the 
lights are turned off or once 
play has ended and everyone 
is off the fields; apparently 
this happens when someone 
with WHLL uses a phone app 
that remotely controls the 
lights.  This should be the case 
all the time.  Unfortunately, it 
is more often that the lights- 
the 40 lights around these two 
ballfields are indeed left on 
for significant periods of time 
after play has ended and long 
after the last car has left the 
park; in these instances, the 
lights are clearly on a timer, 
which at lease, lately has been 
shutting the lights off not at 
8:30 p.m. as Ms. Melangone 
stated, but rather at 9 p.m. 
sharp. More than a few times, 
I have seen the fields and park 
empty by 8:15 p.m. and the 
lamps, all 40-60,000 watts of 
them, remaining on for those 
45 minutes.  This is not a safety 
issue, but it is a costly one.  It’s 
worth noting that the softball 
field, the one closest to Beach 
Street, is also lit for night play, 
but those lights are only ever 
on during play and never stay 
on after play has ended.

Third, the lights are not just 
used for fall ball.  In the sum-
mer time, my neighbors and I 
have noticed that many nights 
when the lights, obviously on 
a timer, came on before dusk 
and stayed on until 10 p.m. 
sharp, even when there was 
no ball being played.  And, 
even when the fields were 
used, and play ended early, 
the lights still remained on 
until 10 p.m., long after the 
park emptied.  I have also seen 
instances when a meeting at 
the clubhouse (the two-story 
building that conjoins the two 

ball fields), with no ball be-
ing played, would be accom-
panied by both fields’ lights 
coming on and staying on.

Fourth, Ms. Melangone’s 
statement that “We try our 
best to lock everything to keep 
people out of the park after 
hours, but if there is a will, 
there is a way” is baffling and 
I wonder if we’re talking about 
the same park.  Morse Park 
has three fully functional gates 
with newly purchased locks 
for each, and yet, as happens 
year after year after year, the 
park remains open 24/7, these 
gates have not been closed, let 
alone locked, since last winter.  
The results are predictable; the 
park’s driveways and grassy 
areas are a favorite destina-
tion, day and night for hot-
rodding and “donuting,” to 

which the extensive number 
of deep ruts and potholes bear 
witness.  Also, enabled by this 

inability to manage the com-
plex challenge of locking three 
gates, are illegal dumping and 
other acts of expensive and 
fully preventable vandalism.  
This past summer, someone 
drove a vehicle overnight into 
one of the ballfields, plowing 
over two wooden posts and 
chain link fence, then cross-
ing 3rd baseline, home plate 
and 1st baseline, to stop at the 
opposite dugout.  By morning 
the vehicle and driver were 
gone but the damage had been 
done.  A police report was 
filed, but, no surprise here; the 
expensive damage elicited ab-
solutely no change in behavior 
on the part of Public Works or 
the WHLL.  

Yes, “where there’s a will, 
there’s a way,” but a corollary 
relevant in this case “where 

no effort is made to protect 
and secure public resources, 
there’s an even “easier way.”

Robert Marra
Dear Robert Marra:

Gripe Vine is inviting com-
ments from readers who feel 
as you do on this issue as 
well as comments from Ms. 
Melangone. Gripe Vine wel-
comes questions, comments 
and suggestions from readers. 
Submit your complaints and 
issues as well, to gripevine-
4wh@aol.com or mail them 
to Gripe Vine c/o The West 
Haven Voice, 666 Savin Ave. 
Please include your name, ad-
dress and phone number, kept 
strictly confidential with me.

Gripe Vine has received a 
large number of complaints 
recently and I am working on 
their conclusion. 

TURKINGTON
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team,8-1, on Saturday, and 
CT Northern Lights Girls 10U 
11-0 on Sunday.  

Nine different players re-
corded points on the weekend, 
led by Zach Goetze (12) and 
Thomas Porto (8). The Westies 
overall record is now 12-4-1.

At the Newington Arena on 
Saturday morning, West Hav-
en jumped out to a 4-0 lead in 
the first period.  Goetze scored 
the first three goals and Ethan 
Kelly added the fourth.  Goe-
tze scored again in the second 
period and Porto scored one 
minute into the third period to 
give the Westies a 6-0 lead.  

Porto (2), Price (2), Dylan 
Bosworth, Sean Studley and 
Goetze all had assists in the 
game.  Jacob Silva had nine 

saves in goal for West Haven.
On Sunday morning, the 

Blue Devils headed to the In-
ternational Skating Center of 
CT in Simsbury to face the 
Northern Lights Girls squad.  
Goetze opened the scoring 
with a rebound goal off Price’s 
initial shot.  Dylan Link lit the 
lamp from the right point be-
fore Ryan Pniewski scored off 
a rebound of a Studley shot to 
make the score 3-0 at the end 
of one period.

In the second period, Porto 
(from Goetze and Matthew 
Kelly) scored in the opening 
minute, and Studley roofed a 
tough-angle shot for a 6-0 lead.  

Connor Moriarty skated 
hard and was solid on defense, 
while Silva made two saves in 
net to record the shutout.

The West Haven Peewee A 
travel hockey team struggled 
to score this weekend and 
dropped a pair of contests. 
West Haven opened the week-
end with a 4-2 loss in Sims-
bury. In a game filled with 
penalties, West Haven never 
got on track in the loss.

Sean Bosworth scored on a 
shot from the circle off an as-
sist from Dante Hardt. Sims-
bury scored the next two goals 
for a 3-1 lead before Nolan 
Cole scored short-handed to 
get West Haven within a goal 
.West Haven played host to 
Central on Sunday. Trailing 
2-0 in the third, Colin Deane 
picked up a rebound in front 
to cut the deficit in half. Dave 
Brown and Cole assisted on 
West Haven’s lone goal as 

Central put the game away 
with the final two goals.   

The West Haven Bantam 
A travel hockey team started 
their weekend early with a 
Friday Night win over Greater 
New Haven, then completed 
the weekend sweep by pound-
ing West Hartford 9-0 on Sat-
urday, and traveling to the 
Gunnery and defeating North-
western 8-1 on Sunday.

On Friday night, the Westies 
started off quickly as Anthony 
Peschell redirected a shot from 
defensemen Rocco Plano to 
give the Devils the early lead. 
New Haven hung tough for a 
while and tied the game after 
one period. 

That was as close as the 
game would get as the Westies 
scored three goals in the sec-

ond period. First, it was Nick 
Boanno unassisted, then Mi-
chael Kelly scored. 

Ben Carfora scored the next 
goal off a feed from Ryan 
Smith. 

In the third period, Kelly 
scored another goal, and D.J. 
Carfora closed out the scoring. 

Joe Crisci was solid in the 
net, recording 23 saves. Joe 
D’Aurio and Justin Pniewski 
helped stabilize a solid defen-
sive effort throughout the con-
test.

Saturday morning, Boanno 
had another big game with 
four goals. Plano, Adrian 
Fielosh and Luca Ubaldi all 
contributed with goals. 

Nick Link recorded the 
shutout stopping all 15 shots 
he faced. 

Youth Hockey: Bantam team sweeps weekend play
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 Classifieds Classifieds

CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?
Call Phyllis Franco,

(203) 932-9367,
And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience

Friendly service.

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing. 
Insured. Free estimates. Call 
(203) 506-9384.

6/

Seacrest Retirement
-Care managers- C.N.A. or Med 
assistant background a plus
-Personal Care attendants
Great opportunity for experienced, 
mature  caregivers who want to 
provide exceptional care and 
service. All applicants subject to 
criminal background check and 
drug screening. Call 203 931 2510 
, email info@seacrestweb.com, 
or apply in person 588 Ocean 
Avenue. Part/full time avail.

CARPENTRY, REMODELING
All home repairs. 35 years ex-

perience. Best prices in town. Re-
naissance man. Home improve-
ment. Call 475-313-3253.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street 
parking, Use of penthouse meet-

ing room, janitorial services
Specialize in Condo Associa-

tion Mangement and Multi-Fami-
lies. 31 years of experience. Call 

us for an interview. 

HARBORVIEW REALTY 
SERVICES

(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 30

HELP WANTED
Home Heating Oil - Driver
Full/Part time – Seasonal

Must be experienced
Call 203-932-2717 
No walk ins please 

FOR RENT
West Haven -- 3 BRM, 2nd 

floor. W/D hookup, 2-car parking, 
gas heat. Close to bus and train. 
$1350/month plus security. No 
utilities. (203) 298-9246.

FOR RENT
West Haven -- Beautiful 2 

BRM,5-RM, 2nd floor. Steps to 
beach, off-street parking, W/D 
hookups, gas heat. $1075/month, 
plus security. Call 475-202-6983.

Grassy Hill Auctions

Always Buying

Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments

(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone

& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken

or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &

MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old

Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &

Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,

Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,

Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,

Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical

Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial

Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney

Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,

Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk

Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern

Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,

Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…

& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore 
Owners 

(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com
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