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 Jaxon Colon, a three-
year-old preschool stu-
dent, at the West Haven 
Child Development 
Center sees snow in the 
forecast.

Ed. Note: This is the second of two in-
stallments commemorating Medal of Hon-
or winner Bill Soderman’s heroics during 
WWII.

By Vic Hogfeldt
Special to the Voice
Bill Soderman’s engagement with 

German panzers and infantry lasted 
over 16 hours, until mid-morning on 
Dec. 18.  The environment that night 
and morning was a perfect match for 
Bill’s stealth and cunning, with almost 
no moon and very heavy fog after day-
break.  Bill would knock out two more 
tanks as well and kill at least three Ger-
man infantry with his carbine from a 
platoon sent into the woods to protect 
their armor.  With Bill Soderman on 
the job, the Nazis were going to have 
to find another way through Belgium. 

Later that morning, Soderman re-
ceived two grievous wounds in the 
right upper chest and shoulder when 
tanks blocked by the wrecks on the 

narrow road attempted to protect their 
flanks by hosing down the woods with 
machine gun fire.  Unarmed and badly 
injured, Bill managed to crawl through 
the woods and along a roadside ditch 
to safety, leaving a blood trail nearly a 
mile long.  By effectively blocking two 
roads with the tanks he disabled, Bill’s 
action through that morning likely 
saved the lives of hundreds of other 
Americans.

What could have been going through 
Bill’s mind during those 16 long hours 
in the frozen woods?  Certainly he 
must have thought of his own mom 
and dad back home in West Haven 
Christmas shopping at Shartenberg’s 
or ordering holiday pies from Wolfe’s 
Bakery.  Maybe he had time to recall 
his three years playing football at Wes-
tie High.  

This time the “enemy” wasn’t just a 
bunch of kids in leather helmets run-
ning around a muddy playing field; 

this time they were grown men in 
steel helmets armed to the teeth with 
rifles, machine guns, mortars, and 
tanks.  Let’s hope he didn’t have time 
to torture himself with memories of a 
good soft shell crab from Savin Rock, 
the sweet aroma of Zuppardi’s round 
loaves baking on Union Avenue, or the 
hot buttered popcorn at the Rivoli The-
atre.

During the 17th, 18th, and 19th of 
December at least 69 German tanks 
were destroyed in and around the vil-
lages of Krinkelt and Rocherath.  But 
stopping the Wehrmacht in the “Battle 
of the Twin Villages” exacted a ter-
rible toll in GI blood.  After one week 
of intense round-the-clock fighting in 
the area, the US Army lost nearly 5000 
men killed or missing, making it one of 
the most costly efforts in US military 
history.

And what motivated Bill Soderman?  
Old soldiers would probably say that 

Bill just didn’t want to see any more 
young Americans lying dead in the 
snow or any more Gold Stars in the 
windows of his hometown.  We’ll 
never know.  He took those heartfelt 
memories to his grave when he passed 
away in 1980.  

What the anti-military types have 
never understood is that men like Bill 
Soderman and Audie Murphy did 
what they did, not out of some de-
ranged machismo blood lust, but be-
cause they were desperately attempt-
ing to save the lives of others.  Bill So-
derman was a very quiet man.

In January 1945 my 19-year-old fa-
ther, who had left West Haven High 
School in his junior year to enlist in 
the Air Force, would be shot down in 
a B-24 bomber which crashed behind 
German lines in Belgium.  He would 
be MIA for over three weeks, before 
being picked up by a British Army pat-

See Soderman, page 2

Soderman fought with cunning

Remembering Pearl Harbor

 Photo by Michael P. Walsh

West Haven Veterans Council President Dave Ricci, second from left, bows his head as 
City of West Haven Fire Department Allingtown Capt. Jason Cameron rings the department’s 
chrome bell 17 times in honor of the 17 Connecticut servicemen who died at Pearl Harbor. 

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
 The city observed the 76th anniversary of the Japanese 

bombing of Pearl Harbor during its annual Pearl Harbor Re-
membrance Day ceremony Dec. 7 at the William A. Soderman 
Memorial Flagpole on the Veterans Walk of Honor in Bradley 
Point Park.

Amid a chilly, late autumn breeze, Mayor Nancy R. Rossi 
delivered poignant remarks to the huddled crowd of veterans, 
residents, and city and state officials, honoring “the patriotic 
sons and daughters who made the ultimate sacrifice 76 years 
ago” on the eve of America’s entry into World War II.

“The attack at Pearl Harbor fired the spirit of America and its 
flame of liberty,” Rossi said. “Millions of courageous Ameri-
cans responded with unwavering resolve to protect and de-
fend our homeland. They answered our country’s call by serv-
ing on the battlefield, working in the factory, and toiling on 
the farm.”

“We remember Pearl Harbor by their deeds and their will-
ingness to fight for freedom,” she continued. “And because 
of their extraordinary devotion to duty, the United States is 
stronger than ever before.”

The half-hour event also included remarks from Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 9422 Cmdr. Freddy Jackson and West Ha-
ven Veterans Council President Dave Ricci.

It was attended by Ben Florsheim, an aide to U.S. Sen. Chris 
Murphy, D-Conn.; state Reps. Michael A. DiMassa and Dorin-
da Borer, D-West Haven; City Clerk Deborah Collins; and 
Councilman Peter V. Massaro, D-6.

John W. Lewis served as the master of ceremonies.
Representing the Pearl Harbor Survivors Association, Jerry 

Lehr, son of the late William C. Lehr, a Pearl Harbor Navy 
veteran, read aloud the 17 Connecticut servicemen who died 
Dec. 7, 1941, at the U.S. naval base in Oahu, Hawaii, as City 
of West Haven Fire Department Allingtown Capt. Jason Cam-
eron tolled the department’s chrome bell each instant a name 
was called.

See Remembrance, page 14
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rol and evacuated to England to fly more missions with the 446th 
Bomb Group out of Bungay, East Anglia.  His older brother, a 
tanker in George Patton’s Third Army, was back in action in 
France after recovering from injuries 

caused by a Luftwaffe bomb blast.
My Danish grandparents, Richard and Ellen Hogfeldt, were 

proud to have two young sons fighting in Europe.  And they 
were proud to be newly-minted Americans, having received 
their citizenship papers after the requisite seven-year waiting 
period as legal emigrants to the US.  My grandfather worked 
at Winchester’s in New Haven, and then second shift at High 
Standard in Hamden drilling .50 caliber machine gun barrels.  

Their younger son would use those gun barrels that winter 
from his position as nose gunner in a B-24, sometimes in a vain 
attempt to stop Luftwaffe ME-262 jets blitzing 8th Air Force 
bomber formations at near Mach 1closing speeds.

Grandma Ellen worked at Seamless Rubber in New Haven, 
making surgical gloves used by military doctors attempting 
to repair the broken bodies of young Americans, bodies which 
were being broken in huge numbers as a seemingly endless war 
staggered to its conclusion. With both of their sons in combat 
overseas, and now one MIA in Belgium in January, my grand-
parents, never very devout Lutherans, began attending church 
more regularly.

Bill Soderman’s sector of the Bulge in the twin Belgian villages 
of Krinkelt-Rocherath was the only area of the entire 80-mile 
long battlefront that December where the German Army failed 
to make a significant advance into American lines.  After the 
war, one of the Wehrmacht’s most respected and skillful gener-
als, Hasso von Manteuffel, stated, “We failed because our right 
flank ran its head against a wall.”  

A strapping 6 foot 200 pound brick in that wall was a private in 
the 2nd Infantry Division, William A. Soderman of West Haven. 
The quiet guy from First Avenue.

Soderman: He
fought bravely
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1601485 State Farm, Bloomington, IL

I love  
this town.

I love being here to help  
life go right™ in a community 
where people are making a 

 

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516

Bus: 203-932-0591

Thanks, West Haven.

|    A Partner in the Community

TOYS 4 TOTS
Give a Child a  
Merry Christmas
WHPD and University of New Haven Police  
Departments will be collecting toys for  
families in need at Walmart on

December 20,  4-7 p.m.

Photo courtesy of WHHMF

Holiday tradition 
The Ward-Heitmann House has been decorated for the holidays.  Join the volunteers of the 

Museum Foundation on Saturday, Dec. 16, and Sunday, Dec. 17 from noon to 4 p.m. for the 
annual holiday open house. This year visitors will see open hearth cooking and a display of 
vintage oil lamps.
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Dear Felicia
Honey bunch the area was 

hit with a snowstorm over the 
weekend, and it reminded any 
and all that whilst we’ve had 
good weather lately, Ole Man 
Winter is getting closer and 
closer to making his official 
appearance. Here in the Asy-
lum by the Sea we got about 
five inches of the white stuff, 
and it came a bit later than 
they thought.

Of course, getting into any 
kind of supermarket or place 
where food was sold meant 
yew’d hafta dedicated a cou-
ple o’ hours. It’s always amaz-
ing to me how people who 
hear about snow stampede to 
the market as if they’re gonna 
be snowed in for days. Then 
two days later, you might see 
the same people at the local 
emporium buying more stuff.

And as usual the local weath-
er mavens made it sound like 
snowmageddon when it was 
only 3-5 inches max. I know it 
leads if it bleeds, but why is it 
any “weather event” is made 
to sound like an adventure 

or disaster film? By Monday, 
most of the snow had been 
moved or gone, and things 
were about as normal as yew 
might think. Now, by the time 
yew git this missive, there 
is supposed to be very cold 
weather. That will cinch the 
fack that winter is upon us.

~~~
Meanwhile, Sammy Bluejay 

came in t’other afternoon and 
sez that effen the foist few days 
are any indication, newly elected 
City Council chairman Ron Qua-
gliani is gonna need a whip and 
chair to keep the boys and girls in 
line. To say that there is a lack o’ 
trust amongst the members is not 
to scratch the surface.

According to Sammy, the back-
biting has begun with those who 
supported Rossi on one side and 
those who were from the O’Brien 
camp on t’other. As yew know, 
there was little love lost betwixt 
the factions during the election, 
and when the former hizzoner 
decided to go write-in and some 
of his candidates went with him 
rather than supporting the en-

dorsed slate, things went from 
bad to very ugly.

Well, Sammy sez that the split 
seems to be 7-5 with the O’Brien 
squad having a two-man advan-
tage over the Rossi team. That 
means that the new herroner 
might have tough sledding on 
some things effen she has any 
kind of legislative agenda. But, 
what most people are looking to-
ward is the “budget cycle” witch 
begins after the foist of the year.

~~~
The wag was in t’other day 

and was weighing in on what 
he hoid concerning the fac-
tionalism that just won’t go 
away. He, like a lotta others 
are just confounded by the 
way all these politicos think 
they actually have “power” 
over something. What it really 
boils down to is patronage – 
and there ain’t that much to 
go around anymore. We don’t 
have the kopecks to pay our 
bills, the last thing we need are 
people looking for make-work 
jobs.

But that’s been the thing 
around these parts for a long 
time going way back. When 
we were a bit more flush in 
the financial department, one 
could understand the lure 
that politicos used to git their 
supporters jobs. But here we 
are with (as the wag sez) nary 
a pot nor a window, and the 
boys and girls who are of the 
political class still think we 
have loads of money.

And this thing about power, 
what’s power? Over who? For 

what? Sweetie pie, it’s jest like 
the guys and gals in Hartford. 
They spend money like wa-
ter, and acts as if it’s not real. 
Just the other day the wag was 
watching the state assembly 
channel on the boob tube and 
the State Bonding Commish 
was on. They didn’t disap-
prove anything. Methinks 
we’re bonded into the next 
millennium. 

Setch is life, and setch is the 
way things go in this Asylum 
by the Sea.

~~~
Manwhile, Iva Lootey was 

traveling by the high school and 
sez that the G-wing of the high 
school looks like it’s been envel-
oped in a circus tent. What it re-
ally is wrapped in is plastic. Evi-
dently, the abatement of asbestos 
must be taking place. That’s the 
only time we’ve ever seen build-
ings wrapped like that. 

As I told yew weeks ago, the 
plan right now is to get the wing 
ready so that it might be demol-
ished over the Christmas break. 
The equipment and furniture 
were removed weeks ago, and the 
work of building a barrier betwixt 
it and the rest of the building was 
begun. It wasn’t anything like 
the “blue wall” that was put up a 
couple years ago, which was noth-
ing but plywood.

The word around is that once 
the evil G-wing is demolished, 
don’t look for too much more go-
ing on, at least not in the short 
term. Y’see honey, the city still 
ain’t sold the bonds to finance the 
rebuild, witch has to be stickin’ in 

the craws of more than a few. The 
north side of the Actors Colony 
for sure can’t be too happy about 
it.

There are more than few people 
who think that whilst there might 
be a pause, that pause could be-
come permanent. Effen the city 
don’t sell the bonds (and with 
the new administration looking 
over every jot and tittle of the 
books that might slow it down 
even more), there ain’t no way the 
building is gonna be rebuild, ex-
cept to get rid of those things that 
the higher-ups have been trying 
to git rid of for years.

~~~
Nelly Nuthatch, meanwhile, 

is telling me that the kerfuffle 
that erupted about two years 
ago over asbestos might be 
ready to explode. There are 
people asking questions about 
the fack that the kiddies are 
still in the building whilst 
abatement is going on in the 
G-wing, albeit whilst it is air 
locked. 

Queries have been put to 
those in charge, and the an-
swers got back haven’t ex-
actly been what was expected 
by those posing them. The 
persons in charge are say-
ing everything that is legally 
required and more is being 
done, but there are some par-
ents who know something 
about these things and aren’t 
so easily convinced.

One would think this would 
be a cause for the new admin-
istration to look into, but also 
one that yew’d think the school 
administration would get in 
front of. Asbestos ain’t some-
thing to fool around with, and 
when kids are involved full 
transparency would be a won-
derful thing.

This might be a good issue 
for the new school board to 
hold a parent forum on so that 
the evidence can be laid out 
in front of the parents and in-
terested parties. After all, the 
new administration did prom-
ise transparency.

Nelly knows of at least one 
parent who is on this thing 
like white on rice and wants 
answers from those in charge. 
She ain’t being put off, and she 
ain’t quieting down. People 
like this cause more problems 
if they’re ignored than if they 
are dealt with. It’ll be interest-
ing if the powers that be en-
gage or try to act like nothing 
is happening.

~~~
Just a housekeeping thing to 

munch on, sweets: Our last is-
sue of the year will be next week, 
Dec. 21. We will then be off for 
two weeks with Jan. 11 being the 
foist issue of the New Year. I keep 
telling yew this cause of all the 
rumors that go around whenever 
we shut down.

Mitt luff und kizzez, 

“The affordable home heating oil specialists” 

Serving West Haven residents since 1987.          HOD #362 Cobina
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    Gripe VineGripe Vine
Gripe Vine Readers:

In last week’s column, a let-
ter was published complain-
ing of a noisy leaf pickup at 
4:30 a.m. If you recall, I had 
asked this reader to let me 
know if there was any recur-
rence and the following letters 
tell the story. 
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

You wished to be kept in-
formed about the leaf truck 
issues. Well, we had the plea-
sure of being woken up again 
at 4:30 a.m. That really goes to 
show you how our city gov-
ernment works for the tax-
payer.

1st: Garbage company gets 
contract knowing the ordi-
nance about start times.

2nd: The company decides 
to ignore ordinance.

3rd: City/police don’t en-
force ordinance. (Hard to miss 
a garbage truck at 4 a.m.)

4thComplaint filed.
5th: City states that compa-

ny was informed.
6th: Company ignores and 

is picking up leaf bags@ 4:30 
a.m.

7th: Is a big question. Who 
is responsible to oversee this 
contract and what can be 
done?  It seems to me that if 
a police officer was to stop 
the truck and issue a ticket, it 
would most likely stop these 
rude unnecessary wake ups. 
(So easy to do.)

So Eleanore, who is going 
to do the right thing, I have 
no faith in anyone in the city 
at this point.  If they won’t 
address the issue why have 
an ordinance? (We all know 
many get ignored!)  Sad times 
we live in.  In a few years West 
Haven will just be like any of 
our failing major cities where 
rules are only for the ones that 
will abide by them with no 
enforcement for the ones who 
break them.

Oh yes, I just have to add a 
few more comments:

You know that old saying, 
“You just can’t make this stuff 
up”, well, the leaf truck didn’t 
wake me up this morning, 
but the garbage truck which 
normally shows up around 9 
a.m., decided 5  a.m. was a bet-
ter time.  Of course that now 
means the garbage can is on 
its side blowing around in the 
street.  Like I said, you can’t 
make this stuff up.

Sorry I took the time to both-
er with this issue as nothing is 
ever going to change in this 
city because no one is going to 
hold anyone accountable for 
not doing their job whether it 
be the city manager oversee-
ing the contracts or the police 
enforcing a simple ordinance.  
This all falls on the heads of 
each department to see that 
employees of the city do their 
jobs and give the taxpayer 
what they pay for and deserve.

All our police chief has to do 

is ask an officer to stop these 
trucks and if they deserve a 
ticket, give it.  Isn’t that how 
it’s supposed to work?  Or are 
we doing selective enforce-
ment?  Yes, I also know that 
the police carry a heavy load, 
but a few tickets will cure the 
situation.

                                                                                                
Sleepless and Sad

P.S. Thanks for trying. Keep 
up the good work.
Gripe Vine Readers:

A reminder from West Ha-
ven’s Public Works Depart-
ment, “The special citywide 
Leaf Bag Collection that was 
scheduled for Dec. 9 was post-
poned due to the snowstorm. 
We will reschedule at a later 
date.

Readers, you can send our 
complaints, issues and com-

ments to gripevine4wh@aol.
com or write to Gripe Vine, 
West Haven Voice, 666 Sav-

in Ave. Please include your 
name, address and phone 

number, kept strictly confi-
dential with me.

TURKINGTON



Leadership, not bickering
is needed for city right now

The city saw the transition of political power flow seam-
lessly following the swearing-in of the various elected officials 
on Dec. 3. Mayor Nancy Rossi, in her remarks following the 
ceremony, promised what her predecessors vowed: to work 
among the various factions and party affiliations in the city 
for a better West Haven. We hope she makes good on that 
promise, which was decidedly lacking in those who came be-
fore her.

It is a well-known aphorism in the city that “Politics in West 
Haven is hardball.” People take their party and their intra-mu-
ral loyalties seriously, sometimes too seriously. The city city’s 
fortunes, indeed the city’s ability to rebound after 30 years 
of decline, depends on those in political power to get along.

Over the last three decades we have had less and less co-
operation between the parties. In the events that led up to 
the city coming under state control in the early 1990s, it was 
the lack of cooperation among Democrats with Republicans 
that allowed a blatantly out-of-balance budget to be imple-
mented by default, following an 8-5 no vote. 

In the interest of gaining advantage, Democrats did not 
work with those Republicans who were fighting their own 
mayor, at the time Clemente Evangeliste. Instead, a horribly 
flawed budget was allowed to go through in the interest of the 
next election.

Since 1991, the city has been under the control of the 
Democratic Party, but as it has been for many decades, the 
party is segmented into three warring factions. At one time 
the factions were labeled Johnson, Allen, Roper. Now they are 
labeled Picard, Morrissey, Borer. The only thing that is differ-
ent: the names attached. 

The enmity that exists between the factions is palpable, 
and has been for more than two decades, with distrust all 
around. Meanwhile, those who sat in the mayor’s office have 
exploited the factionalism to put through programs that have 
done little to advance the city and little that results in intra-
party cooperation. One can only wonder what the city would 
look like if cooperation existed.

One of the major components of the distrust and lack of co-
operation is the complete shutting out and ignoring of ideas 
that might come from those factions out of power. Instead of 
giving a good hearing to those ideas, they are immediately 
dismissed as politically motivated.

A good example, though not the only one, is the bickering 
that occurred between former Mayor Edward M. O’Brien and 
current Mayor Rossi. There was no doubt that budgets passed 
under the former administration were coming up short and 
adding to the deficit. Rossi, and others, pointed this out, but 
were dismissed as political hacks. 

Of course, the blame wasn’t all with the third floor of City 
Hall. Instead of attempting to work with the administration, 
the political calculus of winning seats in the next election was 
seen as the ultimate goal. Again, it was all about the gaining 
of power. 

Voter dissatisfaction played a big role in this year’s elec-
tions, and Rossi found herself winning not only the primary in 
September, but the general election last month.

Now we have Rossi in office and those who were in power 
ready to grind their political axes. Insiders expect the City 
Council to be a place of distrust and non-cooperation – again. 
And once again, it is a two-way street. 

We are seeing the same characters that have populated 
former administrations beginning to settle into their offices. 
Few new faces and many old ones will be picking up where 
they left off.

In a city that is floundering, in a city that has not seen eco-
nomic growth, but shrinkage in its tax base, in a city that is 
losing more well-to-do residents, and gaining poorer, less ed-
ucated residents, the factionalism exacerbates the problem. 
It’s time for the high horses on all sides to be dismounted and 
a plan of action that includes all sides to be implemented.

Running the city is more about who gets what job, or who 
sits on what board. 

There is little power in a city that can’t pay its bills or attract 
new businesses. 

To use another metaphor: We struck the iceberg and don’t 
really care where the deck chairs are arranged. Unless the 
leadership in this city gets its act together, we are going to 
find ourselves in the briny depths.
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Maybe Trump’s not so bad!
By Rich Lowry
 Syndicated Columnist
The president of the United 

States wakes up some morn-
ings seemingly determined 
to convince as many people 
as possible that he’s unsuited 
to high office. Fortunately for 
him, he has a Twitter account 
allowing him to act on this im-
pulse immediately and with-
out any filter.

Trump recently retweeted 
three videos from an appa-
ratchik of an extremist party 
in Britain purporting to show 
acts of violence by Muslims. 
One of them is reportedly a 
fake. 

He followed up with a tweet 
calling for the firing of “Morn-
ing Joe” host Joe Scarborough 
on the basis of a noxious con-
spiracy theory. (A woman 
with a heart condition died in 
Scarborough’s district office 
when he was a congressman. 
Ever since, a kooky fringe has 
accused him of murder.)

It’s difficult to exagger-
ate how mind-blowing these 
tweets are.

If a friend on Facebook 
shared the fake Muslim video, 
you’d hesitate to credit any of 
his opinions going forward, 
let alone bestow on him the 
biggest megaphone on planet 
Earth.

If a candidate for town 
council called for an investi-
gation of Scarborough for al-
legedly murdering one of his 
interns, you’d doubt his fitness 
to decide whether to approve 
a zoning permit, let alone to 
wield the world’s most fear-
some nuclear arsenal.

Yet Trump’s presidency op-
erates on a largely separate 
track than his Twitter feed 

and his other off-script inter-
jections and pronouncements. 
His domestic policy is so con-
ventional that it could have 
been cooked up by Paul Ryan 
and Mitch McConnell -- and, 
in fact, it was. He’s pursued 
a largely status quo foreign 
policy, except more cautious 
than Barack Obama’s and, es-
pecially, George W. Bush’s.

Amid the miasma of man-
ufactured controversies, 
Trump’s presidency is, as 
Mark Twain is supposed to 
have said of Wagner’s music, 
“better than it sounds.” If you 
got news only of Trump’s of-
ficial acts and knew nothing 
of his ongoing commentary, 
you’d think a rigorously rules-
bound president occupied the 
White House.

The defining feature of 
Trump’s judicial nominees is a 

firm commitment to interpret-
ing the Constitution and the 
laws as written. On the legis-
lative front, Trump is getting 
closer to his first major victo-
ry, in pursuit of the stereotypi-
cal Republican policy goal of 
deficit-financed tax cuts.

In the real world, the econ-
omy is growing at a nice clip, 
and the stock market is hum-
ming along, showing no signs 
that it believes that the repub-
lic is about to be destroyed by 
a “Mad King.”

None of this is to suggest 
that Trump’s governing and 
his tweets are entirely distin-
guishable. Some of the tweets 
have had consequences, and, 
if nothing else, they are a dis-
maying window into his state 
of mind.

But the tweets don’t con-
See Lowry, page 7
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stitute the sum total of the administration. It’s possible that 
Trump sees Twitter -- and his other provocations -- as a way to 
stir the pot, entertain himself, stoke his base, flog his enemies 
and vent his frustrations separate and distinct from decisions of 
government, undertaken under the influence of, by and large, 
impressive, well-meaning advisers.

Trump’s presidency is much better than his Twitter feed. Al-
though he stands ready and willing to convince you otherwise, 
280 characters at a time.

Actions, not words, needed by city
On Dec.3, Nancy Rossi was sworn in as West Haven’s new 

Mayor. During her inauguration speech she pledged to work 
with all elected officials who were on the stage with her. Unfor-
tunately, this has not been the case. 

Once, newly elected members of the City Council and the 
Board of Ed are sworn in the first order of business is an orga-
nizational meeting to elect chairmen. The City Council met on 
Monday Dec. 4. The BOE did not. 

The City Charter does state that this organizational must take 
place anytime during the month of December. Therefore we are 
in compliance with the City Charter. However, for the past 20 
years at least, the BOE has also met on the Monday after the 
inauguration. Without this meeting, this ELECTED Board is un-
able to meet. With the ELECTED board unable to meet it leaves 
our students and school system vulnerable. 

If an emergency were to occur that needed BOE direction or 
approval, we would be unable to intercede.  I tried to reach May-
or Rossi on two occasions by phone, and my phone calls were 
not returned. 

The past chairman sent an email, plus had a hard copy hand 
delivered to her office but also did not receive a response. I be-
lieve this is very wrong and puts our school system in jeopardy. 
I also am dismayed at the mayor’s apparent lack of interest to 
communicate with elected officials but also unwilling to com-
municate with the citizens of her city. 

Rosemary Russo
Board of Education Member

 LettersLetters

Submitted Photo

Learning their craft
 Retired chief prosecutor Mary Galvin has come back to 

WHHS to tutor members of the Mock Trial Team. Both Chloe 
Hammel and Gabby Delfino listen to Ms. Galvin as she ex-
plains a point of law.

Sewer backup closes Piantino Library
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
 The building that houses the Louis Piantino 

Branch Library at 1 Forest Road in Allingtown 
has been closed by the Health Department until 
further notice because of a sewage backup on 
Nov. 27, Mayor Nancy R. Rossi said.

In a letter to Rossi, Health Director Maureen 

B. Lillis wrote: “The Health Department con-
ducted an inspection of the Piantino Library 
after a significant sewage spill. With the health 
and safety of the public in mind, it is my rec-
ommendation that the building remain closed 
until the remainder of the work is complete. 
Final inspections from the Building and Health 
Departments will be forthcoming.”
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New Year’s Dance 
The West Haven Italian-

American Civic Association 
will hold its New Year’s Eve 
Dinner Dance on Sunday, Dec. 
31, at the club, 85 Chase Lane. 
A full-course sit-down dinner 
with dessert and coffee will 
be served at 6:30, by Cusano 
by Maria, followed by dance 
music by Sound Alternative 
from 8:30 until 12:30. The 
open bar affair is $65 per per-
son. Reservations along, with 
full payment required by Dec. 
26, may be made by calling 
Ellen Marazzi (203)-933-7740 
or Frank Consorte (203)-676-
6379. 

WHHM Open House
The Ward-Heitmann House 

Museum , 377 Elm St., will be 
open on Saturday and Sunday 
Dec 16 and 17 between the 
hours of noon and 4 p.m. for 
visitors to tour the house deco-
rated in the Christmas manner 
as it would have been back in 
the 18th, 19th and 20th cen-
turies. The blacksmith shop 
will also be open and you can 
watch our blacksmith make an 
item from iron over the forge 
as it was done back in the 18th 
and 19th centuries.  Admis-
sion is free.

Senior trips offered 
 F. Seniors and Friends offers 

the following trips to the pub-
lic. All trips leave First Avenue 
commuter lot: 

Trip to Lancaster – May 
2-4. Two shows: “Jesus,” and 
“Songs of the Silver Screen,” at 
American Music Theater. $75 
deposit. Leaves First Avenue 
lot 8 a.m.

To get a flyer or book trips, 
call Fred Mongillo, (203) 389-
5808 or (203) 927-4249.

Caregiver program 
The Agency on Aging of 

South Central CT is sponsor-
ing a self-care education pro-
gram for family caregivers, 
designed to provide you with 
tools and strategies to better 
handle the unique challenges 
you face.  The free workshop 
series consists of six sessions 
held on Thursdays, 1- 3:30, 
Jan. 11, 18, 25 and Feb. 1, 8, 
15 at the Agency on Aging 
of SCC at One Long Wharf 
Drive, Suite 1L, New Haven. 
To register, call or e-mail Jan 
Simmons at (203) 785-8533 x 
3164, or jsimmons@aoascc.org.  

OLOV promotion 
Our Lady of Victory School is 

participating in an incredible 
program that allows it to earn 
free classroom equipment and 
supplies. The community is 
asked to help: Sign up your 
ShopRite Price Plus Club card 
to our school code (17958) by 
visiting www.shopriteforedu-
cation.com; or call the school 
at (203) 932-6457.
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Located directly on Long Island Sound

588 Ocean Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516

203-931-2510
www.seacrestweb.com

Luxurious
Affordable

Assisted & Memory Care

City issues snow rules
To help expedite snow removal, the Department of 

Public Works is reminding residents and businesses 
to observe parking regulations during and after 
snowstorms.

Under normal snow conditions, once snow 
begins to fall, a parking ban is in effect on the even-
numbered side of most roads, unless one is posted 
with a “No Parking” sign on the odd side.

The ban is in effect for 36 hours after a snowstorm. 
Residents are urged to park in driveways or 
designated private lots.

During an official snow emergency declared by 
Mayor Nancy R. Rossi, a parking ban will run from 
11 p.m. to 7 a.m. on both sides of Campbell and Savin 
avenues, Morgan Lane, Elm Street, Meloy Road, 
Second Avenue from Elm to Beach streets, and Main 
Street from Savin to Washington avenues.

Police will tag and tow vehicles violating the 

parking ordinance at the owner’s expense.
Per city ordinance, residents and businesses are 

responsible for removing snow from sidewalks on 
and bordering their properties. Also, per ordinance, 
plowing or blowing snow into city streets is 
prohibited, and violators are subject to fines.

Residents and businesses with mailboxes damaged 
by snow thrown from a plow are the responsibility 
of the property owner. The city will only repair 
mailboxes damaged by the striking of a plow blade if 
there is visible evidence, such as paint or tire tracks.

Snow removal around mailboxes is the property 
owner’s responsibility. For information, call the 
Public Works Department at (203) 937-3585.

Bel Canto visits Society party
The West Haven Historical Society hot its annual 

Holiday Party tonight at 7 p.m., and will welcome 
the Bel Canto Choir from West Haven High School.  

The group, under the direction of Phyllis Silver, will 
entertain members with traditional songs.

The Bel Canto Choir is well- known to West 
Haveners and their visit to the Historical Society is 
an annual event which kicks off the holiday season.

Refreshments will be served at the conclusion of 
the program.

VFW children’s Christmas party
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9422 is holding a 

children’s Christmas party from 1-3 p.m. Dec. 23 at 
233 Spring St.

The holiday event, free to the public, includes toys 
for all kids and refreshments.

WHEAT open third Saturday
The West Haven Emergency Assistance Taskforce 

Food Pantry (674 Washington Ave.) is now open the 
third Saturday of each month from 9-noon. 

West Haven Adult Education (WHAE)

Spring 2018 Semester (High School Credit Diploma)
Registration: (for an appointment call 203-937-4375)
Returning Students: January 2, 3, 4     New Students January: 8, 9, 10, 11



 Historian’s corner    By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

Page 10 West Haven Voice, December 14, 2017

HIRING EVENT
The West Haven Community House 
227 Elm Street, West Haven, CT 06516

 
www.whcommunityhouse.org 

or call 203-934-5221  

Join West Haven’s cornerstone social service agency providing 
programs and services since 1941, including:

Head Start: School readiness for income eligible families
Children & Youth Services:

Life Skills Coaches

Head Start
Family Engagement Facilitator

NOW HIRING 
 

West Haven Community House

FRIDAY  DECEMBER 15th     12pm - 3pm

The Peterson Farm Part III
 The following was written 

for the New Haven Register 
on April 20, 1980, by Israel 
Amitai; it was saved for many 
years, and recently it was sent 
to your Historian by George 
W. Coxeter.  It is a fascinating 
firsthand account of one fami-
ly’s life on a West Haven farm, 
and what life was like one 
hundred years ago.  The Peter-
son Farm was located where 

the soccer fields are today, on 
Bull Hill Lane:

 “Fred and I said we would 
stay single and take care of 
our mother.  Mother went 
to Florida the last eighteen 
years of her life.  She went in 
June and didn’t come back 
sometimes until Christmas.  
She passed away about 20 
years ago.  My father has been 
gone now for 70 years.  He was 
49 years old when he died.  
All my brothers and sisters 
are gone.  I was the middle 
one.  They lived all over.  My 
one sister’s son is a fire chief 
in West Haven Center, Joe 
Howell.

 I never visited Sweden.  My 
mother went back; she was 
gone for six months.  I had 
to stay at home and work.  
Sometimes it would be 10 PM 
before we would quit.  We 
never hired anybody, only me 
and Fred.  Well, sometimes we 
would get a few of the guys 
together.  Our largest amount 
of cows was twenty head.  
They were mostly Holsteins.  
Holsteins are better milkers.  
A Jersey gives rich milk and 
a Holstein gives poorer milk, 
but more.  A Holstein gives 
3-5% butterfat, while a Jersey 
gives 7%.  This old cow I got, 
Betsy, gives 7 percent butter-
fat.

 For school, we walked over to 
the western district.  You know 
that (junior) high school over 

there, way over on Morgan 
Lane?  That little school 
house there on the corner (of 
Benham Hill Road), well that’s 
where we went to school.  I 
never went to high school.   I 
had to stay at home and go 
to work.  My brother Henry 
was the only one to go to high 
school.  He was next to the 
baby.  Nobody went to college.  
Had my father lived, we 
would have all been through 
college.  In 1907 he had $1500 
cash money in the bank.  He 
was out plowing at $4 a day at 
10 hours a day.  That’s all the 
pay you got.  I used to walk 
from here to Orange Center to 
pick potatoes at $1 a day and 
my dinner, 10 hours a day.  I 
was about 14 or 15.”

 Peterson takes pride in 
everything around him.  The 
house, the barn, the hen 
house, and the machery.  He 
is particularly proud of the 
improvements he’s made. 

 “There was no electricity 
here when I was born; we lit 
the house with lamps.  We 
cooked with a stove here, and 
one in the other room, and one 
in the kitchen.  Three stoves.  
We were the only ones with 
electricity in the house for 20 
or 25 years.

 I used to milk 50 cows a day 
around here.  I used to milk 
our 20 and then go over to 
Buck Olds’ and milk 30 more.  
That was twice a day.  I like to 
milk.” 

 A visit with Peterson is more 
than just an opportunity to 
learn about the early days of 
Connecticut or West Haven.  
When we drive to the Peterson 
farm on Bull Hill lane in 
West Haven, near the border 
with Orange, we travel into 
a faraway time.  Adolph 
Peterson symbolizes 
dedication to hard work and 
love of his surroundings.  
Above all, he loves to work.  
At 84 years of age, he still puts 
in a full day of work on the 
farm and cares for himself.

 “I get up at 6 AM, put on my 
shoes, go out in the barn and 
feed and milk Betsy.  I bring the 
milk in the house and dump it 
in a jug.  Then I go back out 
and feed the chickens.  I have 
three different kinds of feed 
that I give them.  Then I come 
back in the house and have 
my breakfast.  I have oatmeal, 
coffee and bread, every day 
the same breakfast.  I like my 
oatmeal.  Sometimes I have a 
sandwich or cook up some po-
tatoes for lunch. I don’t eat out.  
I have a lot of soup up there.  I 
am too lazy to eat out.  I just 
cook up a pot of soup.  Sammy 
(a friend and a neighbor) does 
all the wood cutting now.  I 
don’t cut wood anymore.  In 
the evening I play a little 
solitaire, watch television, and 
go to bed.” 
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With this being the time in 
between fall and winter sports, 
we thought we would take this 
in-season break to take a look 
at how our student-athletes 
playing at the next level fared 
this past fall on the football 
field and soccer pitch.

 “It’s not easy to move on 
and play at the collegiate lev-
el,” said Notre Dame Athletic 
Director Tom Marcucci. “It 
takes a special kind of person, 
student, and athlete to balance 
the academic workload and 
participate in intercollegiate 
athletics. We are proud of all of 
these former student-athletes 
for following their dreams and 
playing at the next level.”

Ten football players from 
the last four years (Classes of 
2014-2017) played at the next 
level this past fall. 

Blake Rice ‘14 – WPI -- 
Blake started all 11 games for 
the 9-2 WPI football team this 
past fall. He completed 160 of 
his 310 passes for 1979 yards. 
He threw 16 touchdown pass-
es. His best game came when 
he threw four touchdown 
passes and 233 yards in a 41-7 
win over the Merchant Marine 
Academy. He played in 19 ca-
reer games throwing 22 total 
touchdowns.

Zach Cofrancesco ‘15 - LIU-
Post -- Zach competed this 
past fall as a redshirt sopho-
more for LIU-Post. He played 
in seven of their 10 games and 
made 10 tackles for a Pioneer 
team that went 8-2 and fin-
ished second in the competi-
tive Northeast-10 Conference.

Kyle Cullen ‘15 - Stonehill 
College -- Kyle completed 
his junior year appearing as 

an offensive lineman in all 10 
games this past season. He ac-
tually registering one tackle, 
following a Skyhawk turn-
over. Stonehill went 6-4 this 
past season.

Christian Lupoli ‘16 - Uni-
versity of New Hampshire 
-- Christian is a redshirt fresh-
man quarterback for the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire. 
The Wildcats qualified for the 
NCAA FCS playoffs for the 
14th straight year following 
their 7-4 record. 

They beat CCSU in round 
one on November 25, 2017. He 
has appeared in six games in 
a backup role during the 2017 
season. Christian is follow-
ing in the footsteps of fellow 
ND football alumni who have 
gone on to play at UNH - Sean 
Goldrich ‘11 and Rob Bowman 
‘10.

Tristan Andrzejewski ‘17 
- Amherst College -- A first-
year player for Amherst, who 
went 7-2 in the competitive 
NESCAC, Tristan recorded 
seven tackles and had four 
assists in his freshman sea-
son. Playing special teams, 
Andrzejewski’s highlight of 
the year was blocking a punt 
and scooping it up for a touch-
down in a 40-7 win at Colby.

Nicholas Atkins ‘17 - Uni-
versity of New Haven -- 
Nicholas redshirted this past 
season and is listed as a line-
backer on the 2017 University 
of New Haven Charger foot-
ball roster.

Giovanni Blue ‘17 - Worces-
ter Academy -- Giovanni con-
tinued his football career at 
Worcester Academy where he 
played offense and defensive 

line. He is hoping to continue 
his career at a 4-year college 
next fall.

Noah Fearnley ‘17 - Endi-
cott College -- Noah, wearing 
that familiar number 9 he wore 
for three-straight ND football 
playoff seasons, made at least 
one tackle in nine of the 10 
Endicott Gull games this past 
season. He appeared in all 10 
games making 30 total tack-
les for the 3-7 Gulls. He was 
named the CCC Defensive 
Rookie of the Week following 
Endicott’s 29-28 week two win 
at Bridgewater State.

Justin Morehead ‘17 – UCo-
nn -- After a successful career 
here at Notre Dame, Justin 
walked onto the UConn team 
after a tryout this past fall. He 

is listed as a defensive back on 
the UConn roster and was red-
shirted this past season.

Nico Ragaini ‘17 – Avon-
Old Farms -- Nico helped 
lead Avon-Old Farms to an 
8-1 record and appearance in 
the NEPSAC New England 
Championship Bowl Game 
where they lost to Choate 48-
27. Ragaini helped lead Avon 
Old Farms to its first unde-
feated regular season in school 
history, winning the Founders 
League in the process. Ragaini 
was a key contributor and 
leading receiver for Avon Old 
Farms this past season. He 
made 46 catches for 923 yards 
and nine touchdowns. He also 
played safety. He plans to con-
tinue his career at a 4-year col-

lege next fall.
Soccer

Yoshi Ahkbar ‘15 – As-
sumption -- Yoshi appeared in 
five games this past season for 
an Assumption team that went 
5-11-1 this past season.

Alex Ossa ‘15 - Quinni-
piac -- Alex appeared in eight 
games for the Bobcats this 
past season with four of those 
games seeing Ossa log more 
than 20 minutes of playing 
time. Quinnipiac finished the 
season 8-9-2.

Ruslan Mathews ‘17 - Col-
lege of Mount Saint Vincent 
-- Ruslan suffered an early in-
jury but returned to appear in 
two games for the Mount Saint 
Vincent soccer team this past 
season.

Former Knights  fare well at next level 

Photo by Russ McCreven

Drive to the hoop
Sting Guard Angie Marmol drives through the lane in the recent Girls Basketball League 

opener at the Edith Mackrille Gym.
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WestieBlue.com

For all your West Haven sports, visit 
www.westieblue.com

Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni 

Photos     Videos     Player of the Week     WH Championship teams
Future Westies     Alumni     Hall of Fame WH News and Notes

Team Leaders     Statistics     Coaches Information     Coaches Corner 
And more 

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site 
Contact Mike Madera 

Phone: (203) 530-1322 
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com 

The West Haven Squirt A 
travel hockey team returned 
to its winning ways with a pair 
of victories this weekend.  The 
Westies won a tight game, 4-3, 
over visiting ECHO A, and 
then blew out Yale A1, 11-0, on 
the road.  West Haven is now 
21-5-2 on the season.

On Saturday morning, the 
Westies hosted the Stars of 
ECHO at Edward L. Bennett 
Rink.  With starting goal-
tender Jacob Silva out sick, 
the team looked to Squirt B 
goalie Maddox LaFountain 

to step up.  LaFountain made 
a tough save in the second 
minute of the game and the 
Westies rode the momentum.
ECHO got on the board first 
with a goal at the 7:01 mark 
of the opening period.  Zach 
Goetze tied it 3:01 into the 
second period when he took 
Thomas Porto’s pass and fired 
into the top corner.  

Just 43 seconds later, Goe-
tze hit Brady Price with a pass 
and Price snapped home a 
wrist shot for a 2-1 lead.  Price 
struck again with two minutes 

left in the period when he bur-
ied Goetze’s pass through the 
crease.  

LaFountain made a clutch 
save on a one-on-none and the 
Blue Devils led, 3-1,  going into 
the third period.  The Stars 
made it 3-2 at 1:45, but Dylan 
Link’s laser from the point off 
an assist from Ethan Kelly at 
3:11 pushed the lead back up 
to two.  ECHO scored with 
under five minutes to go, but 
the Westies defense clamped 
down and did not allow an-
other shot the rest of the way.  
LaFountain was solid and fin-
ished with 13 saves.  

On Sunday afternoon at the 
Northford Ice Pavilion, the 
Blue Devils dominated posses-
sion of the puck and cruised 
past the Yale A1 team with an 
11-0 shutout victory. 

Seven different play-
ers scored goals in the con-
test. Porto led the offense with 
a hat trick and a pair of assists.  
Goetze (two goals and an as-
sist), Sean Studley (goal and 
two assists) and Matthew Kel-
ly (three assists) all had three 
points for the Blue Devils.  

Link had a pair of goals, 
while Ethan Kelly scored a 
goal and added an assist.  Price 
and Connor Moriarty scored 
goals.  Dylan Bosworth and 
Ryan Pniewski skated hard at 
both ends of the ice and Jacob 
Silva returned to the net and 
earned the shutout with 10 
saves.

The West Haven Squirt B 

travel hockey team posted a 
win this weekend with a 7-2 
victory over the Seahawks. Ca-
meren Lipford had five goals 
and an assist, while Gavin Co-
ady and J.J. Hall each had a 
goal as well. 

Rafi Treat , Gavin Fanel-
li, Sean Luxeder, and Tyler 
McColgan each  had an as-
sist. Maddex LaFountain was 
solid in net for the Westies.

The West Haven Peewee A 
travel hockey team moved to 
18-8-4 with a win and a tie this 
past weekend. The Westies 
traveled to Newington and 
defeated Central on Saturday, 
before falling to Yale at home 
on Sunday. 

Against Central, Jayden 
Spreyer scored twice in a 3-1 
victory. West Haven took a 1-0 
lead with 5:37 left in the first 
as Kyle Droney set up Sprey-
er in front. After killing off a 
5-on-3 to end the period, West 
Haven took a 2-0 lead just 2:09 
into the second period when 
Spreyer scored an unassisted 
goal. 

Brendan Smith was solid in 
goal, protecting the lead, be-
fore Colin Deane increased the 
lead to 3-0 off an assist from 
Bruno Martone with 9:40 re-
maining. 

Central scored with 4:28 re-
maining, but West Haven held 
on for the win. 

The Westies returned home 
Sunday morning, but could 
not get going on offense in a 
2-0 loss to Yale. In a thrilling 
contest, the game remained 
scoreless until the third pe-

riod, but Yale scored twice in 
less than a minute, the first 
with 9:34 remaining in the 
game, to take control of the 
contest. 

The West Haven Bantam 
A travel hockey team hosted 
Northwestern on Saturday 
and won, 6-1. On Sunday, the 
Westies traveled to Darien and 
lost, 8-0

At Bennet Rink on Sat-
urday morning, the Devils 
started fast, jumping out to 
a 4-0 first period lead. Luca 
Ubaldi opened up the scor-
ing with a shot from the point. 
Mikey Alafno then ripped a 
wrist shot past the goaltender 
off a pass from Andrew Wr-
zosek. Steven Lewis finished 
off a goal after a scramble in 
front that was started by Joe 
D’Aurio’s shot, then it was 
Adrian Fielosh who was next 
to score with the assist going 
to Joe Honcz. 

The game settled down, but 
the Westies kept up the pres-
sure as Nico Bruneau scored. 
Anthony Peschell tallied the 
last goal on a breakaway.

On Sunday, an injury-rid-
dled and undermanned West 
Haven squad could not mus-
ter much of an attack. With 
three players out with injuries 
and losing Lewis early in the 
second period, the Devils nev-
er threatened Darien. 

The one bright spot was the 
play of goaltender Joe Crisci, 
who made several spectacu-
lar saves. Without any offen-
sive production, it was all for 
naught.

Squirt A sextet topples ECHO, 4-3

WHTL plans ‘Hot Stove’
 The West Haven Twilight League will host its annual Hot 

Stove Luncheon on Saturday, Jan. 27 from noon to 3 p.m. at West 
River Hall. Don’t miss your chance to talk baseball and gain in-
sight into the game from national baseball personalities. 

John Stuper , Adam Greenberg, Ken MacKenzie, George 
Grande, Frank “Porky” Vieira, Rich Marazzi will be on hand to 
speak before the group.

Tickets are available for $30 each at WHTL.org. For more in-
formation, contact Vin DiLauro at (203) 865-3155 or whtlbase-
ball@gmail.com.
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The West Haven/Sacred 
Heart Academy girls hockey 
team knew it was in for a chal-
lenge to start the 2017-2018 
season, facing perennial pow-
er Darien. While the Westie 
Sharks held their own, it was 
not enough in a 4-1 loss in the 
season opener at the Edward 
L. Bennett Rink Monday eve-
ning.

“Tonight’s loss isn’t the way 
anyone wants to start their 
season, but I am still proud of 
the way the girls played,” West 
Haven/Sacred Heart Academy 
coach Erin Blake said. “Darien 
is a very strong and talented 
team, but the girls fought hard, 
keeping themselves in the 
game. We know what we need 
to work on, and we will be 
back at it Tuesday at practice. 
We can only go up from here, 
and that is what we plan to do.
We are a young team after los-
ing five seniors.” 

Despite the graduation of 
All-State player Gabi Prisco 
and a total of five seniors, the 
Westie Sharks return a solid 
nucleus this season, including 
ultra-talented players in soph-
omore Taylor Nowak, junior 
Celina Condon, junior Fran-
cesca Criscuolo, sophomore 
Megan Froehlich, and junior 
Veronica Lynn to name a few. 
Throw in the solid goaltend-
ing of Tatum Courtmanche 
and Kyleen Crowe, the Westie 
Sharks have plenty of assets 
returning from a team which 
finished 18-3-1,won the South-
ern Connecticut Conference 
title, and fell to East Catholic 
in the state quarterfinals a year 
ago. 

With a solid background like 
that, the Westie Sharks will 
no longer fly under the radar, 
despite being young in certain 

areas and expecting a learn-
ing curve. West Haven/Sacred 
Heart Academy saw this first 
hand Monday evening. 

This is a great group of girls,” 
Blake said. “We are very ex-
cited to see what this talented 
young team can do. 

 Darien jumped out to a quick 
lead in the contest and never 
looked back as it took a 1-0 ad-
vantage 1 minute, 17 seconds 
into the contest, and added an-
other at the 11:43 mark. 

The Westies fought the en-
tire game and cut the deficit in 
half when Nowak scored off 
an assist from Mia Celentano 
at the 6:39 mark of the second 
period. 

Any momentum the Westie 
Sarks had quickly went away 
as Darien responded 42 sec-
onds later to restore the two-
goal advantage. Darien added 
an insurance goal in the third 
period to take a 4-1 lead. 

Courtmanche made 19 saves 
in the loss.  

The 2017-2018 Westie Sharks 
will be led by senior captain 
Shannon Siclari, and junior 
assistant captains Lynn and 
Criscuolo. 

Defensively, the Westies will 
be led by Lynn, sophomore 
Brooke McNabola, and fresh-
man Mackenzie Gardner.

Blake will look to spread the 
offense around with Criscuolo 
centering a line of Condon and 
Siclari, and Nowak centering a 
line of Froehlich and a combi-
nation of either Celentano and 
Jenna Hunt. 

Juniors Zoe DeFalco and 
Grace Plunkett will play on 
another solid line with fresh-
man Hailey Alfano. 

Freshman Jianna Cohrs will 
see time as both a forward and 
on defense.

Westie Blue
By Mike Madera
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bsg BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

470 Frontage Rd.  West Haven, CT
(203) 934-2600    www.tilesofdistinctionwh.com

In The Tile Business Since 1953

Ceramic/Porcelain       Wood/Laminate Flooring       Carpeting

Tiles of Distinction

E&M Construction, LLC
Stone Walls* Stamp Concrete

Pavers * Stucco *Chimneys

Fireplaces * All Repairs

(203) 560-3553 -- Call Alex
Licenced and insured.

GB MASONRY
Stone Walls * Sidewalks* Pavers
Chimneys * Brickwork * Stucco

Flag Stone* Stone Siding
17 Years Experience

(203-206-1159 - Call Jimmy
Fully Licensed & Insured

LIGHT of the WORLD ENT, llc
Electrical Construction  -  Ernest J. Pommer Jr.

New Addtions • Light or Major Renovations
Service Upgrades • Old or New Work Residential

Fully Insured
CT E1 0189338

203-619-2526
lolwllc@gmail.com

Why Buy or Sell 
Now?
Home affordability is at an all time high
and opportunities for buyers and sellers 
like you are probably better than you 
think!

Contact me today if you or anyone
you know would like an overview of
our local housing market.
Keller Williams Prestige Properties
2777 Summer St
Stamford, CT 06905
cell: 203-530-1495
email: emilio.encarnacion@kw.com
Website:
eencarnacion.kwrealty.com

Best Prices
In Town

Best Prices
In Town

Remembrance:
City honors dead
Continued from page 1

Lehr, whose father served aboard the destroyer USS Monaghan, 
was accompanied by Florence Stoeber, wife of the late Jack Stoe-
ber, a Navy vet of Pearl Harbor and Iwo Jima who was a regular 
at West Haven’s Pearl Harbor rites for many years.

Stoeber, whose ashes were scattered in Pearl Harbor after he 
died Jan. 16, 2016, at age 97, was a .50-caliber machine-gunner 
aboard the destroyer tender USS Whitney in the Pacific theater 
of World War II.

The solemn service commenced with a presentation of the col-
ors by the West Haven Police Color Guard.

It featured opening and closing prayers by Victor M. Borras of 
Gateway Christian Fellowship and a rendition of the national 
anthem by Grace Kelly Nowak, as well as a wreath-laying by 
Rossi and Ricci and taps played by former West Shore Fire De-
partment Lt. Kevin McKeon.

Try Voice Classifieds
(203) 934-6397
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?
Call Phyllis Franco,

(203) 932-9367,
And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience

Friendly service.

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing. 
Insured. Free estimates. Call 
(203) 506-9384.

6/

Seacrest Retirement
-Care managers- C.N.A. or Med 
assistant background a plus
-Personal Care attendants
Great opportunity for experienced, 
mature  caregivers who want to 
provide exceptional care and 
service. All applicants subject to 
criminal background check and 
drug screening. Call 203 931 2510 
, email info@seacrestweb.com, 
or apply in person 588 Ocean 
Avenue. Part/full time avail.

CARPENTRY, REMODELING
All home repairs. 35 years ex-

perience. Best prices in town. Re-
naissance man. Home improve-
ment. Call 475-313-3253.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street 
parking, Use of penthouse meet-

ing room, janitorial services
Specialize in Condo Associa-

tion Mangement and Multi-Fami-
lies. 31 years of experience. Call 

us for an interview. 

HARBORVIEW REALTY 
SERVICES

(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 30

FOR RENT
West Haven -- 3 BRM, new utili-

ties. No pets. $1200/month plus 
security. On bus line. Call (203) 
934-8506.

Grassy Hill Auctions

Always Buying

Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments

(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone

& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken

or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &

MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old

Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &

Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,

Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,

Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,

Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical

Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial

Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney

Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,

Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk

Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern

Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,

Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…

& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore 
Owners 

(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com
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