
The recent demolition of the 
former G-wing at West Haven 
High School has put the proj-
ect back in the minds of city 
residents following almost 
two years of inaction and de-
lays. The project, estimated to 
cost the city more than $133 
million, was first announced 
by Superintendent of Schools 
Neil Cavallaro in 2009.

Plagued with delays and 
controversy, Mayor Nancy R. 
Rossi said this week the proj-
ect is moving according to 
schedule, and has a new date 
of completion. 

“The West Haven High 
School project is moving along 
nicely and is on target to be 
completed in the fall of 2021. 
The project is currently on 
schedule and under budget by 
$5 million,” she said.

One of the controversies 
surrounding the project and 
the many design changes that 
occurred over the past sev-
eral years has to do with the 
number of classrooms. In last 
year’s mayoral campaign, the 
deletion of 15 classrooms from 
the design was a major issue. 
This week, nine of the 15 class-
rooms were reinstated in the 

most recent design, due to a 
higher-than-expected school 
population. The Board of Edu-
cation was given the news in 
a recent meeting with repre-
sentatives of Antinozzi Asso-
ciates, the architectural firm in 
charge, and Gilbane Construc-
tion, the contractor. 

The design called for a 

school population of 1,450 stu-
dents. Most recent estimates 
now put the possible popula-
tion at just over 1,580, and re-
quire not only extra classroom 
space, but an expanded cafete-
ria, according to Rossi.

“When I took office in De-
cember, I was notified that the 
new high school, as designed, 

would be too small on the 
day the new school opened 
to serve the projected student 
population. This was a direct 
result of the 14 classrooms cut 
from the project last year,” she 
said. “The good news is that 
we have reinstated nine class-
rooms and increased the size 
of the cafeteria so that the high 

school will be large enough to 
accommodate the projected 
student population and re-
duce the need for early lunch 
periods.”

According to the mayor 
the under-budget projections 
right now allow for the chang-
es to be made within budget-
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Gianna Saldiba, a 
second grader from 
Pagels School sees -- 
or hopes -- for some 
snow in our forecast.

Photo by Russ McCreven

Up close 
and personal

 West Haven’s Marquel 
Bookert gets up close to block 
Career High’s James Williams 
in last week’s game at the Wes-
ties’ gym. Career won the SCC 
game, 62-47. The Blue Devils’ 
season is winding down as are 
all the winter sports teams. 
See more details in the sports 
section, beginning at page 12.

WHHS project under budget

The proposed WHHS renvoation project is now scheduled for a completion of 2020, according to Mayor Nancy Rossi and is 
currently $5 million under budget.
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ary constraints.

The cost of reinstating the needed 
classroom space and increasing the 
size of the cafeteria will be $3.5 million 
and come from the project’s projected 
$5 million surplus,” she said.

One of the major controversies that 
plagued the early going of the project 
was the elimination of hands-on shop 
courses that were popular with stu-
dents.  The controversy raged for al-
most two years before accommodation 
was made to students and parents.

“The plan includes all the required 
space for the shop programs,” Rossi 
assures parents. 

While the bond issue was authorized 
by the City Council in 2017, no move-
ment has been made to sell the bonds, 
which has some residents and observ-
ers perplexed. 

Bond Anticipation Notes (BANs) 
have been issued covering current 
costs. When asked about the bond, 
Rossi said bonding will occur, but at a 
later date.

“The City Council, last year, autho-

rized up to $133,250.00 in bonding for 
the project. The State of Connecticut 
will reimburse 75.36 percent of the 
project. The City of West Haven has 
not bonded any money for the project 
yet,” she said.  “The city’s portion of 
the financing ($32.8 million) will be fi-
nanced through the issuance of Bond 
Anticipation Notes (BANS) over the 
course of the construction period and 
the project will be permanently fi-
nanced (bonded) at the conclusion of 
the project.”

She said the building committee now 

empaneled is working to keep current 
deadlines and work within cost.

“I want to thank the West Haven 
High School Building Committee 
Chairman Ken Carney and the entire 
building committee for their hard work 
and focus on negotiating contracts and 
streamlining the construction process 
to reduce project costs and keep the 
high school project on schedule and 
under budget. I really look forward to 
a new state-of-the-art high school for 
our students and the community,” she 
said finally.

The demolition of the former shop section of West Haven High School, the 
G-wing, finally came about in the last several weeks as crews first dismantled 

the section brick-by-brick, and then tore down the superstructure. All that re-
mains is a concrete slab.

WHHS: Rossi touts revised plans
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Dear Felicia
Hard to believe, sweetie, but 

we’ve jest hit the halfway per-
nt of the month, and are head-
first going into March. We’ve 
had enuff rain in the last week 
or so to cover us for some time, 
but it looks like we’re gonna 
be wet or cold fer a few more 
weeks. My lumbago tells me 
we’re gonna have at least one 
more snowstorm before it’s all 
over, but we’ll see.

Here is the Asylum by the 
Sea, things are shaking out 
for yet another primary in the 
Democratic Party for control 
of what is called the “party ap-
paratus.” With the change of 
leadership in November, yew 
knew that there was gonna be 
a fight to see who gets to make 
the decisions. And, as I told 
yew last week, there are gon-
na be primaries for all of the 
districts, save the fifth. That 
means whoever wins the pri-
mary controls the party. This 
is all about the chairmanship.

As yew know James Wil-
liam Morrissey is the current 
honcho wielding the gavel. 

He is allied with one faction of 
the party – the one that up till 
last November was in charge 
of the thoid floor of the Ac-
tors Colony. With the loss of 
Ed O’Brien, that put the party 
into a tizzy, cuz now the for-
mer Picard wing of the party is 
somewhat back in power.

When it comes to playing 
well together, Demmies in this 
berg have a long history of not 
doing so. In fack, given the 
reality that there is a current 
one-party rule in town and 
has been for about 25 years, 
the factionalism in the Dem-
mies house of cards is the only 
game in town. And they treat 
each other worse than effen 
they were of another party.

Tennyrate, the primary is 
planned for next month, and 
however it goes, yew know 
that one group is gonna be 
happy, one group is gonna try 
to make itself cozy up to the 
new leaders, and one group 
is gonna be totally unhappy. 
That’s the way things happen 
around here.

~~~
Whilst all that is going on, her-

roner and the new administration 
have had to deal with the reality 
of having the State Review Bored 
have a look over the shoulder of 
everyone. Last week, we asked 
herroner about the way things are 
being done with the review board, 
and we thought it interesting that 
she’s gonna have the new city 
budget done two weeks early in 
order to get the imprimatur from 
the panel. Effen there is any doubt 
about who’s controlling the show, 
this should dispel all doubt.

Sammy Bluejay reported that 
he was perched over at the Ac-
tors Colony last week, and there 
were numbers being crunched 
and balance sheets being looked at 
with an eye to see where the city 
can make changes in spending. 
Whilst last week we hoid that the 
new administration was work-
ing with the review board, we 
also learned through herroner’s 
colyume that she was planning to 
hold the line on taxes.

That means the budget is 
gonna be status quo, or there 
are gonna be some cuts in there 
that are gonna be painful whilst 
keeping the tax rate steady. And, 
let’s hope this go-round doesn’t 
use bloated revenue expectations 
to balance one side of the ledger 
as has happened so many times 
in the last two decades. We shall 
see. I know that given the way the 
campaign in the fall shook out 
with herroner talking about her 
prowess as a CPA, there is inter-
est to see what that means. We 
shall find out presently.

~~~
 Our little mention in last 

week’s missive has perked 
a bit of interest. Iva Lootey 
has reiterated to Cobina that 
Ed O’Brien is, in fact, talk-
ing about running again in 
2019 according to (to use the 
verbiage of the news media) 
“highly placed sources close 
to O’Brien.”

His interest in running 
again was mentioned more 
than once a few weeks back, 
and forced Cobina to mention 
it to yew. Well, since we did, 
others have said they too have 
hoid the talk, and that hiz nibs 
has let other people know he’s 
interested in returning to the 
thoid floor. This will make in-
teresting campaigning in the 
next little while. It’s jest a ques-
tion of when is the campaign-
ing gonna start? My guess is 
that once the leadership o’ the 
Democratic Town Committee 
is settled in the primary next 
month, that’s when we’re gon-
na see some movement or de-
cision in his quest to get  back 
into City Hall. 

See how things come full 
circle around here? We started 
with the primary and we’re 
ending with the primary as 
far as the political landscape is 
concerned.

~~~
Jest one more thing about 

the budget and taxes. Business 
around the berg got yet another 
missive from the tax assessor 
upping their assessment sight 
unseen. This is a legal way the 

city can get a hike in taxes. Un-
der state law, the assessor can 
increase the assessment of a busi-
ness without so much as darken-
ing the door, and it stands unless 
the business wants to go through 
the hassle of appealing it. And, in 
the wonderful way the govern-
ment has all the cards stacked in 
its favor, the business assessed 
has to prove that the assessment 
is wrong.

Most of the assessment hikes 
are minimal, but there are some 
that are quite substantial. It’s jest 
one o’ those tricks the city uses to 
get more money outta people. Like 
that kerfuffle that happened about 
20 years ago, when the city went 
from the Blue Book to the Red 
Book to determine assessment of 
motor vehicles. It was a tax hike 
without benefit of a vote. Amaz-
ing how that happens.

~~~
Nelly Nuthatch was here 

t’other day and we started 
talking about the high school 
renovations/rebuild – whatev-
er they’re calling it this week. 
As yew know the G wing is 
now history. I think the only 
thing remaining is a concrete 
slab, and who knows effen 
that is gonna remain. Like I 
told yew a long time ago, that 
part of the building stands as 
a thorn in the side of a few 
administrators, and they were 
glad to see it a memory.

This week we are interested 
to know what the status of the 
bond issue is? The City Coun-
cil approved it quite a while 
ago under the former adminis-
tration, but to our recollection 
there hasn’t been much done 
on it. The reason I bring it up 
is cuz the most recent iteration 
has eight of 14 classrooms that 
were removed put back. This 
was a big source o’ consterna-
tion during the campaign in 
the fall.

I guess the new demograph-
ic reports have the school 
population getting larger after 
several years of decline. The 
new classrooms are gonna 
be needed with the increase. 
Still, where is the money for 
all these changes coming from 
effen the bond hasn’t been ap-
proved? It seems to Cobina a 
cart is before a horse.

~~~
I see the Planning and Zon-

ing Commish has approved the 
plans for the Maltby Lakes area 
that was once called the Sursum 
Corda projeck. That was supposed 
to be a heart rehab center with 
trails and all kinds of things that 
would make people healthy again. 
Well, that was in the 1980s, and 
the projeck never got past the big 
announcement that was made at 
the Italian-American Club. Here 
we are almost 40 years later,and 
we’ve come full circle, I guess.

With that bit o’ chatter, I’ll 
close mitt luff und kizzez, 

“The affordable home heating oil specialists” 

Serving West Haven residents since 1987.          HOD #362 Cobina
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where people are making a 

 

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
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Bus: 203-932-0591

Thanks, West Haven.

|    A Partner in the Community

The University of New Haven is 
slinging a bit of chili powder to help 
raise money for gun powder— in the 
form of fireworks, that is. The University 

of New Haven’s Dining Services team from 

Sodexo will be a part of the upcoming Savin 

Rock Festival’s 14th Annual Chili Cook-Off.  

Join us on February 24 from 1 p.m.- 4 p.m. 
at the Italian American Club. Proceeds will 

support this July’s West Haven fireworks display. 

As the lead sponsor, the University is proud to 

participate and looks forward to a hot time on 

the Fourth!

A CHILI  
FOUR-CAST

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

New UNH officer takes oath
Mayor Nancy R. Rossi swears in new University of New Ha-

ven police Officer Christina Nicolia, of Milford, on Monday at 
City Hall. Attending the ceremony were Nicolia’s sons, Timo-
thy, 14, and Jeremy, 12; Ronald M. Quagliani, UNH associate 
vice president of public safety and administrative services; 
and UNH Police Chief Tracy L. Mooney and Assistant Chief 
Donald F. Parker.

Assessor Ann Marie Gradoia is accepting 
applications for tax relief programs for elderly 
and disabled homeowners.

Residents can apply for the programs, based 
on their 2017 incomes, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
weekdays, through May 15, in the assessor’s 
office on the first floor of City Hall, 355 Main St.

The state elderly and disabled homeowners 
program offers tax reduction benefits 
depending on income and marital status.

To qualify, the applicant or spouse must be 65 
or older by Dec. 31, 2017, or permanently and 
totally disabled as defined by Social Security.

Income limits, including Social Security, are 
$43,000 for a married couple and $35,300 for a 
single person.

To qualify for the West Haven senior tax 

freeze program, the applicant must be 70 years 
old by the end of the previous calendar year 
and have lived in the city for 20 consecutive 
years.Income limits, excluding Social Security, 
are $50,000 for a married couple and $35,000 for 
a single person. Those eligible for the program 
must reapply each year.

The state tax freeze program is only for 
residents already enrolled with incomes not 
exceeding $6,000, excluding Social Security.

Applicants who receive railroad retirement 
benefits must include the taxable portion.

The assessor’s office is also accepting 
applications until Oct. 1 for additional veterans 
exemptions. 

The maximum income is $43,000 for a married 
applicant and $35,300 for a single applicant.

Elderly, disabled offered tax relief



Congress and Assembly
can’t think it’s real money!

They can’t think it is real money. That’s the only conclusion 
to be reached when one considers the vote last week in Con-
gress, and the continuing debates in the Connecticut General 
Assembly. Congress, last week, passed a two-year spending 
bill that puts the nation another $1 trillion – that’s with a “T” 
– into debt. Meanwhile, the General Assembly will consider 
another budget and more and more taxes in order to fund 
programs and services that they refuse to pare down.

The national debt is now topping $20 trillion and will con-
tinue to grow. The current estimates show that every man, 
woman, and child in the nation are on the hook for more than 
$63,000. While the nation is marking revenues from taxes at 
the highest levels they’ve ever been, the intake accounts for 
only two-thirds of total spending.

This most recent spate of profligacy comes when the na-
tion’s defenses are at their worst since before World War II. 
Half the ships in the US Navy are in disrepair, while our Air 
Force has hundreds of planes out of service because of lack 
of spare parts. This comes after eight years of Progressive 
governance, which sought to make citizens more dependent 
on government, pushing spending on the domestic side of 
the ledger. 

A boost in military spending has been needed for years, 
and with the new administration that’s a plus. However, a 
much needed cut in entitlements and overlapping domestic 
programs that have bloated the bureaucracy while duplicat-
ing services has been kicked down the road. 

Indeed the Republican majorities in both houses of Con-
gress show that all the talk of fiscal responsibility and re-
straint are just talking points to woo conservative voters. 
When it comes to actually doing the hard business of curbing 
government spending, the GOP leadership, especially in the 
Senate, is loath to attempt it. 

Sen. Mitch McConnell, the Majority Leader in the Senate, 
is a perfect example of an entrenched member of the ruling 
class who uses conservative rhetoric to win elections, but re-
fuses to follow thorough. Meanwhile, the lives of future gen-
erations of Americans will be harmed, and their standard of 
living curtailed, when the bills come due for all the borrow-
ing.

In ten years we have doubled the national debt and show 
no stomach for doing the real work of leadership and states-
manship. The only reasonable conclusion is our political 
leaders don’t consider it real money or debt a real danger. 
They will and so will our nation.

Meanwhile in our state, the General Assembly takes up a 
new round of budget-making with the outgoing governor 
proposing more taxes. 

Connecticut is bleeding residents to other states. The pool 
of earners and taxpayers is not-so-slowly being swallowed 
up by those who receive benefits. 

Current plans call for tax exemptions to be eliminated and 
new taxes – such as tolls – being imposed. 

Tolls have become the new darling of the tax-and-spend 
set. One plan is to set up electronic tolls at the various en-
trances of the state such as are found in New York. Bills 
would then be sent to those using the highways.

Our problem with the plan is similar to our objection to all 
these revenue producers. Once imposed they never go away 
and they are constantly increased. Right now, there are few 
purchases and fewer activities where the State of Connecti-
cut does not get a share. One cannot buy a cup of coffee with-
out getting taxed.

Once again, trimming government, paring down the bu-
reaucracy and eliminating benefits that were given in belle 
weather years are eschewed for newer and broader taxes. 
And here, just as is Congress, most programs instituted are 
less to help individuals than to create constituencies that en-
sconce political parties and politicians. 

The state, like the federal government, has billions of dol-
lars in unfunded mandates in the form of pensions and the 
like that can never be paid and will push the state into bank-
ruptcy. 

But, like the profligate spenders in Congress, political lead-
ers in our state blithely go on, imposing new taxes and failing 
to do the hard work of governing.

There will be a reckoning, and it will be the worst financial 
disaster in history. 

Mueller is no Ken Starr...
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
No matter the criticisms 

directed his way by Republi-
cans, Robert Mueller should 
count himself lucky: He’s not 
Ken Starr.

The punctilious, mild-man-
nered independent counsel 
appointed by a three-judge 
panel in the 1990s, Starr in-
vestigated all manner of Bill 
Clinton scandals, most spec-
tacularly the Monica Lewin-
sky affair. 

As a former D.C. circuit 
judge and U.S. solicitor gen-
eral in the first Bush adminis-
tration, he had struck no one 
as a goose-stepping lieutenant 
in the sex police, or a partisan 
fanatic likely to be driven by 
sheer hatred to attempt to de-
stroy a Democratic president. 

Starr became all of these 
things for Clinton’s defenders, 
who thought a good offense 
was the best defense of a presi-
dent caught lying under oath.

A former Clinton adviser 
said Starr’s investigation 
“smacks of Gestapo” and 
“outstrips McCarthyism.” 
The estimable historian Garry 
Wills mused that it shouldn’t 
be Bill Clinton, but Ken Starr 
who should be impeached.”

On and on it went. It was 
trench warfare over Starr’s ev-
ery move.

This history is relevant be-
cause it shows the forgetful-
ness of Donald Trump’s crit-
ics, who seem to believe that 
it’s unprecedented for a spe-
cial counsel to attract the ire of 
a president’s defenders. 

Robert Mueller may be mo-
tivated by a disinterested pur-
suit of the truth (tempered, 
one hopes, by an appropriate 

sense of limits), but his most 
ardent fans are rooting for 
any criminal infraction that, in 
their fevered dreams, will lead 
to President Trump getting 
frog-marched from the White 
House. 

The persistent fantasy that 
Trump can somehow be lev-
eraged from office is behind 
the push to criminalize any 
blameworthy conduct on his 
part or that of his associates.

It wasn’t just bad form in 
pursuit of a foolish policy for 
incoming national security ad-
viser Michael Flynn to talk to 
Russian ambassador Sergey 
Kislyak about sanctions; it was 
a violation of the Logan Act.

Don Jr.’s notorious meeting 
with Russians wasn’t just am-
ateurish and ill-considered; it 
was a violation of a law against 
taking an in-kind contribution 

from a foreign national.
Trump’s withdrawn direc-

tive to fire Mueller wasn’t 
merely a potentially cata-
strophic decision that he got 
talked out of; it was evidence 
of obstruction of justice. 

Very little can’t be made to 
fit under this rubric. In his 
rebuttal to the Nunes memo, 
New York Democrat Jerry 
Nadler alleged that the docu-
ment made Republicans an ac-
cessory to a crime -- “part and 
parcel” of Trump’s effort “to 
obstruct the Special Counsel’s 
investigation.”

Even in the worst case for 
Trump, Mueller is unlikely 
to charge him with a crime. 
There is longstanding Office 
of Legal Counsel guidance 
that it’s unconstitutional to 
indict a president while he’s 

See Lowry, page 7
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Lowry: Investigation
disappointing Dems
Continued from page 6
in office. The worst case for Trump is probably a report by 
Mueller that could become, in effect, an impeachment referral. 

Much will depend on the facts; on whether Mueller is willing 
to stand aside if he doesn’t find anything to justify continued 
investigation; and who wins Congress this year and, if it’s the 
Democrats, by how much. But there can be little doubt that, in 
their hearts, most Democrats have decided for impeachment. 
The fighting now may be mere skirmishing compared with the 
larger political war to come.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2018 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Here’s a shout out to West 
Haven!   The West Haven Re-
publican Party is alive and 
well!  Over the last few years, 
enrollments have doubled 
thanks to the “Trump effect” 
and the increased interest in 
state politics due to the fail-
ings of Governor Malloy.  Last 
year’s Republican mayoral 
candidate, Dave Riccio, gar-
nered twice as many votes as 
the prior Republican mayoral 
candidates.  Although he lost 
the election, the party made 
major gains in interest and 
energy.  I would expect that 
enrollments will continue to 
increase as we get closer to 
primary season and the Re-
publicans pick their choice for 

Governor.  
Added to that, in both the 

last state election cycle and in 
the last municipal cycle, West 
Haven Republicans had full 
slates running for office.  This 
was a huge accomplishment 
thanks to the candidates and 
their work ethic and their stal-
wart support of conservative 
Republican ideals.  The local 
GOP raised twice as much 
money in the last two years 
than in years before; had an 
active headquarters for both 
election seasons; brought on 
new members and new vol-
unteers; increased our net-
working not only in the city, 
but in our neighboring cities 
and throughout the state.  The 

increased interest in the West 
Haven GOP is a huge para-
digm shift for us locals, and 
one that has been recognized 
by others as we continue to get 
our message out and redevel-
op our brand that for so long, 
was stagnant and sometimes 
non-existent.

It is disheartening to read 
that the blame game among 
the Democrats is still fester-
ing considering the City’s dire 
financial problems.  There 
should be no question that 
bonding deficits should not be 
considered solutions to these 
problems, but only received 
as a clear message of financial 
mismanagement.  Our bud-
gets are bloated with spending 
that has yet to be completely 
addressed, despite all the 
recommendations that were 
given to past administrations.  
It was shown that spending 
could be reduced while still 
delivering services.  

Here is recap of some of 
these recommendations:  re-
duction of headcount and 
elimination of positions with 
a thorough attrition study; 
elimination of overtime; con-
solidation of the fire depart-
ments; elimination of personal 
vehicles; staggered seven day 
shifts for employees;  elimina-

tion of duplication of services 
in plant and grounds mainte-
nance;  audit of health insur-
ance and workmen’s compen-
sation claims for errors; review 
of all outside service contracts; 
increasing weekly work hours 
from 37.5 to 40; cross-training 
employees; and the provision 
of a complete listing of assets 
for maintenance and replace-
ment planning.  

The solution is not raising 
taxes and not relying on a fail-
ing s tate to plug gaps.  Our 
bond rating is at a critical low 
and we are told that the State 
will be monitoring our financ-
es if we accept the eight mil-
lion dollars that is being pro-
posed.  

 It no wonder that new busi-
nesses are not popping up all 
over West Haven?   How can 
any business sustain in a city 
that is in a very precarious fi-
nancial condition?  And let’s 

not forget the empty real es-
tate all over town; the stretch 
of road between Beach Street 
and Ocean Avenue that is 
sorely needing a facelift; the 
broken sidewalks and pot-
holed streets; and finally, the 
promise of the Havens that 
still has citizens perplexed 
along with the questions sur-
rounding TOD plans, as citi-
zens wonder if more housing 
is part of the plan, something 
that the majority has opposed 
loudly and clearly.  

So yes, West Haven Republi-
cans are alive and well and we 
are watching and planning for 
the upcoming election cycles.  
“The Time is Now” was last 
year’s campaign theme.  

But only the voters will de-
cide if they have had enough 
and it is their time.

Michele Gregorio
West Haven Republican 

Town Chairman

 LettersLetters

City’s Republican Party is alive and well, thank-you very much!

Charter Revision members sought
 City Council Chairman Ronald Quagliani is encouraging West 

Haven electors to apply to be on the West Haven Charter Revi-
sion Commission. This will be a 16-month commitment with a 
minimum of one meeting a week during the evening hours. The 
commission will recommend changes and revisions to the City 
Charter. Send a resume and cover letter to Council Office at 355 
Main St. or emailed to mdimassa@westhaven-ct.gov. To be con-
sidered your information needs to be received by close of busi-
ness Monday, February 26, 2018.
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  At a GlanceAt a Glance

Licensed 
contractors sought

The Community Dev-
elopment Administration is 

seeking licensed contractors 
who are interested in becoming 
vendors for CDA-approved 
home improvement projects 
in conjunction with the U.S. 

Department of Housing and 
Urban Development.

The city-based projects 
include rehabilitating 
multifamily and single-
family homes and installing 
handicapped-accessible ramps 
and lifts, CDA Manager Mark 
J. Bisaccia said.

Eligible contractors must 
have a certification from the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and a lead-based paint 
certification. They must also 
have liability and workers’ 
compensation insurances, 
Bisaccia said.

Licensed contractors can 
request a CDA vendor form 
through administrative 
assistant Rosa Richardson 
at (203) 937-3550 or at 
richardson@westhaven-ct.gov.

Tax help offered 
in West Haven

The West Haven Senior 
Center is offering a free 
tax preparation service to 
help low- to middle-income 
taxpayers.

The AARP Tax-Aide 
program is available by 
appointment from 9-11 a.m. 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
starting Feb. 7, at the Johnson 
Community Center, 201 Noble 
St.

Special attention is given to 
help those 50 and older fill out 
federal tax forms.

The service, which includes 
tax counseling, is offered 
by trained volunteer tax 
preparers from AARP, in 
cooperation with the Internal 
Revenue Service.

For an appointment, call the 
senior center at (203) 937-3507.

Bulk trash pickup, 
e-waste drop-
off schedule 
announced

The 2018 bulk trash pickup 
schedule is March 5-9, June 
4-8, Aug. 6-10 and Oct. 8-12.

Residents are reminded 
that bulk pickup is on their 
scheduled curbside collection 
days in the second calendar 
week of the four designated 
months. They are also 
reminded to separate metals 
and recyclables from regular 
trash and to put out trash no 
more than 24 hours before 
pickup.

Violations carry a $100 fine 
per daily offense.

Bulk items include couches, 
chairs, mattresses, tables, 
carpeting, padding, fencing 
and small amounts of bundled 
lumber, which may not exceed 
6 feet in length.

The amount of bulk trash 
per collection is limited to 6 
cubic yards, which is equal to 
a pile of trash 6 feet long, 6 feet 
wide and 4.5 feet high.

            Along with tires, 
the city also picks up such 
white goods as refrigerators, 
washing machines and stoves 
on residents’ weekly collection 
days.

To prevent a potential fine, 
property owners should 
familiarize themselves with the 
city’s trash guidelines, which 
are posted on the Department 
of Public Works page at www.
cityofwesthaven.com.

To report a complaint, call 
the department at 203-937-
3585. Complaints are kept 
confidential.

Also, the 2018 e-waste drop-
off days are March 10, June 9, 
Aug. 11 and Oct. 13.

Residents can drop off 
electronic recyclables — 
typically anything that 
contains a circuit board or 
needs a battery — from 8 
a.m.-noon at the highway 
maintenance garage, 1 Collis 
St.

The city is partnering with 
Take 2 Inc. of Waterbury, 
a recycler and collector of 
universal e-waste devices, to 
collect residential electronic 
items on a quarterly basis.

The collection is free for 
residents who have such 
items as TVs, hand-held video 
games, computers, monitors, 
copiers, scanners, microwaves, 
toaster ovens and other small 
appliances.
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WE'RE OPEN!
West Haven Public Library - Louis J. Piantino Branch 

1 Forest Road 
West Haven, CT 06516 

(203) 933-9335

Monday: 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday: 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Friday: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

After a long closure, we're back up and running! 
We're here for you right in the heart of Allingtown.  Stop by and see us sometime!

Visit us online at www.westhavenlibrary.org.

Gripevine Gripevine By Eleanore TurkingtonBy Eleanore Turkington

TURKINGTON

Gripe Vine Readers:
From time to time, after fol-

lowing up on your complaints, 
I will receive a letter from the 
folks who had submitted com-
plaints, indicating “Sorry El-
eanore, nothing has been done 
about my gripe.” My usual 
procedure is to follow up and 
find out why. 

So, starting today, I would 
like to publish the original 
complaints, note the fact noth-
ing had changed and encour-
age my readers, to let me 
know. Please note my email 
address, gripevine4wh@aol.
com or mail, Gripe Vine, c/o 
West Haven Voice, 666 Savin 
Ave. Following receipt of your 
letters, if once again noth-
ing is done by the city, I will 
publish this fact in Gripe Vine. 
Most important, if my read-
ers don’t receive a solution to 
their gripes, PLEASE LET ME 
KNOW.

Here is a letter I received 
this week from Mayor Nancy 
R. Rossi:
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

First, let me say I enjoy read-
ing your column and want 
to thank you for helping our 
residents get answers to their 
questions and complaints.

I read your column in last 
week’s issue of the West Ha-
ven Voice and wanted to offer 
you information for your read-
ers in regards to complaints. It 
is true that I have eliminated 
the position of Complaints 
Officer in the mayor’s office. 
As you know West Haven is 
facing very difficult finan-
cial and budget challenges. I 
have made and will continue 

to make difficult budget cuts 
where practical to remedy 
our budget problems--unfor-
tunately we cannot operate as 
we have in the past.

With that said, please know 
that the City of West Haven 
will listen and answer all com-
plaints and requests from resi-
dents and any inquiries that 
you forward for your column. 
The City Council should be 
the first line of communica-
tion for a resident that has a 
complaint. The website for the 
city council is: http://www.
cityofwesthaven.com/183/
City-Council.

Council Members are 
listed below with their con-
tact information:District 1: 
Bridgett e Hoskie  326 Wash-
ington Ave.  bhoskie@west-
haven-ct.gov  203-927-1537; 
District 2: Nicholas Ruickholdt  
1 Peck Ave.  nruickoldt@west-
haven-ct.gov  203-640-4809; 
District 3: Aaron Charney 146 
Union Ave.  acharney@wes-
thaven-ct.gov  203-479-0424; 
District 4: Mitchell Gallignano 
127 Highland St. mgallig-
nano@westhaven-ct.gov 203-
430-1238; District 5: Robbin 
Watt  Hamilton  92 Bedford 
St.  rhamilton@westhaven-ct.
gov  203-641-6448; District 
6: Peter Massaro 8 Chris Jon 
Circle pmassaro@westhaven-
ct.gov  203-687-1201; District 
7: Portia Bias  155 Bull Hill 
Lane  pbias@westhaven-ct.gov  
203-508-3469; District 8: Tracy 
Morrissey 305 Country Hill 
Drive  tmorrissey@westhaven-
ct.gov 203-937-0586; District 9: 
Sean Ronan 10 Colonial Place 
sronan@westhaven-ct.gov  

203-606-8278; District 10: Lou-
ise Martone 4 Big Spruce Lane 
lmartone@westhaven-ct.gov  
203-937-9220; At Large (city 
wide): Richard DePalma 231 
Daytona St. rdepalma@west-
haven-ct.gov  203-996-4942;

At Large (city wide): Chair-
man Ron Quagliani 27 Down-
draft Circle rquagliani@wes-
thaven-ct.gov 203-937-9990; 
At Large (city wide): David 
Forsyth 38 Cullen Ave. dfor-
syth@westhaven-ct.gov. Ad-
ministrative Assistant to City 
Council: Michael DiMassa 
mdimassa@westhaven-ct.gov  
203-937-3672 Contact Mr. Di-
Massa if you are unsure of 
your district.

Should a resident not get a 
response or want additional 
clarification on an issue, they 
can always call the mayor’s of-
fice. If we cannot answer the 
question immediately, we will 
forward the inquiry to the ap-
propriate department for a re-
sponse. The telephone number 
for the mayor’s office is 203-
937-3510. The mayor’s office 
will ensure that every com-
plaint and inquiry is answered 

as quickly and efficiently as 
possible, but unfortunately we 
are not in a position to have an 
employee solely dedicated to 
complaints.

Please feel free to print my 
comments in your column.

Thank you for your impor-

tant work.
Nancy Rossi

Mayor
Please send your comments 

on Mayor Nancy Rossi’s letter 
to gripevine4wh@aol.com. In-
clude your name, address and 
phone number.



Located directly on Long Island Sound

588 Ocean Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516

203-931-2510
www.seacrestweb.com

Luxurious
Affordable

Assisted & Memory Care

 Historian’s corner                                   Historian’s corner                                   By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine
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RICK CHAMBERLIN

203-933-2500 (Ext. 303) or 203-641-7044

 Savin Rock’s Transition
Part V

 The following is presented 
as submitted by Steve Hildrich 
from news clippings and his 
personal recollections:

 On July 5, 1984, the Bradley 
Point Veterans Memorial Park 
and the Soderman Flagpole 
were dedicated. The event 
took place exactly 205 years 
after the British invasion of 
New Haven landed at Bradley 
Point, as is noted on the bronze 
plaque near the flagpole, and 
was so nobly resisted that day 
by West Haven Minutemen. 
The Flagpole was dedicated 
to William Soderman, who 

received the Congressional 
Medal of Honor from Presi-
dent Truman – the only resi-
dent of West Haven ever to be 
so honored. 

 The success of the park 
and the walkway along the 
shore was immediate and 
overwhelming. After hav-
ing again unsuccessfully re-
submitted the “Great Wall of 
China” proposal for Parcel I 
in the early 1980s, Summerset 
Ltd. finally in 1987, agreed to 
sell their development rights 
to the city for $2.5 million. 
The park plan was approved 
in 1989. Today the beauti-
ful “Grove Park,” where the 

Savin Rock Festival has been 
held ever since, beckons West 
Haveners to its pavilion and 
tree-lined walkways. No 
12-story 800-foot-long apart-
ment building, that would 
have forever blocked West 
Haveners from their beauti-
ful Shoreline, stands there to-
day.  In 1988 and early 1989 
Mayor Azelio Guerra worked 
to attempt to secure the re-
maining parcels of the 40 acres 
that people in West Haven so 
fervently wished to be saved. 
The work of the city was aided 
by two very important factors: 
1) the value of the condo mar-
ket began collapsing in 1988. 

The developers (Jimmies and 
the former Casino Restaurant 
– now the Savin Rock Confer-
ence Center -- owners) wanted 
$25,000,000 for the develop-
ment rights. But the other 
factor was 2) retired former 
Supreme Court Justice Santa-
nello was a master arbitrator, 
and as the condominium mar-
ket continued to plummet in 
price, he continued to negoti-
ate the developers down to 
$7 million. The necessary city 
boards approved the bonds 
that purchased all the remain-
ing parcel’s development 
rights in April, 1989. There 
was opposition. Some in IM-
PACT opposed the purchase 
as still too expensive and even 
wanted to tear down the Ca-
sino building. That became 
the Savin Rock Conference 
Center. In June of 1989, Mayor 
Guerra appointed the “Parcel 
J1, L and M Committee” with 
Judge Michael Heffernan as 
chairman. It was tasked with 
making recommendations 
for the Casino and other par-
cels. Mike had been Sum-
mersett’s attorney, but now 
realized how important sav-
ing the shore was to West Ha-
ven. Steve Hildrich of the 1979 
Concerned Citizens, which 
had secured the compromise 
plan, was appointed, along 
with such West Haven lumi-
naries as John Ireland. 

The committee took a survey 
of public opinion and would 
have recommended includ-
ing the Parcels into the Park 
and saving the former Casino 
building. However, Mayor 
Clem Evangeliste won the 
1989 election and dissolved 
the committee in Jan. 1990. 
Eventually what is now the 
wonderful Savin Rock Confer-
ence Center and Savin Rock 
Museum, was created, which 
enhances the Shoreline so 
well. Most importantly, the 
development rights to all 40 
acres Redevelopment Project 
II were now owned by the city 
- and thus the people of West 
Haven – a 20 year struggle. 
However, many were con-
cerned that some West Haven 
administration might some-
how be able to sell off some of 

the shoreline parcels to devel-
opers. A land trust was men-
tioned but no one took action.

 In early 1991, Mayor Evan-
geliste even talked of it, [per-
haps] not realizing that the 
city could not have a Land 
Trust over its own property. 
Any lawyer or any intelligent 
person could have founded a 
land trust, but only one person 
did.

 Encouraged by the Historical 
Society also in very early 1991, 
Steve Hildrich agreed to found 
a land trust. With suggested 
names from Historian Harriet 
North, he formed the Land 
Trust of West Haven Commit-
tee and prepared the Articles 
of Incorporation and Bylaws. 
At meetings with the public 
and in newspapers, Hildrich, 
as founder and acting chair-
man, explained how the Land 
Trust would have to pressure 
and negotiate with the city to 
grant it a “conservation ease-
ment” which would give the 
land trust the legal right to 
prevent development of the 40 
acres of shoreline.

 However soon after his doc-
uments were filed with the 
Secretary of the State, incorpo-
rating it as the Land Trust of 
West Haven, Inc., Hildrich had 
a falling out with members 
from the Historical Society. To 
him, they wanted to make it 
more a political tool to attack 
the mayor. Hildrich resigned 
in late May of 1991, when the 
land trust board elected Ted 
Adams as chairman.

 A final delay occurred when 
Superior Court Judge Booth 
decided that the land trust 
could not have a binding 
conservation easement 
over the shoreline, until the 
expiration, in 2006, of the 40 
year Federal Redevelopment 
Statute. Adams died about 
2006 and had been succeeded 
earlier as President. After 
extended negotiation, the 
Conservation Easement was 
signed by the city and the 
Land Trust in 2007, ending the 
40-year struggle to save the 
West Haven shore. 

 Our thanks to Sue Burke 
Hutchinson, Rosalie DeFeo and 
Steve Hildrich.

A handbill that urged residents to vote “NO’  in the referendum.  The contentious issue 
plagued the city for more than two decades before being resolved under Mayor Azelio “Sal” 
Guerra.
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CONFERENCE SPEAKERS:
Nancy Rossi 
Mayor of West Haven, CT

Nageen Riffat 
Business Strategist, Coach & Trainer

Nancy Butler 
National Speaker, Author and Business Coach

Cathy Bradley 
Chairperson, Prindle Hill Construction & Engineering

PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE:
www.westhavenchamber.com/WLC18

MAIL PAYMENT & NAMES OF GUESTS: 
West Haven Chamber of Commerce
355 Main St, West Haven, CT 06516 
        OR
Orange Chamber of Commerce 
605 Orange Center Rd, Orange, CT 06477

QUESTIONS:
West Haven Chamber of Commerce
info@westhavenchamber.com
(203) 933-1500

Orange Chamber of Commerce
director@orangectchamber.com
(203) 795-3328

WOMEN’S
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Wednesday, April 11, 2018
Cielo Banquet Ballroom  
at the West Haven Italian American Club 
85 Chase Lane, West Haven, CT  
9:00am – 12:30pm

Tickets:  
$20 Conference Fee* 
$10 Sponsor a Student 

*Includes Continental Breakfast 

Moderated by: 
Jocelyn Maminta, Health Reporter
WTNH News 8

Presented by West Haven & Orange Women In Business 
A Joint Committee of the Chambers 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRAM BOOK ADS AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE

W.O.W.
West Haven & Orange Women in Business
A joint committee of the West Haven and Orange Chambers

PRESENTED BY:

JOIN US FOR A MORNING OF NETWORKING, INSPIRATION AND FUN!

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

50 years 
of haircuts

 Ye Olde Barber Shoppe 
owner Joseph Libero re-
ceives a citation for 50 years 
in business from Mayor Nan-
cy R. Rossi on Feb. 7 at 356 
Campbell Ave. Joining the 
celebration are friends and 
patrons of Libero, from left, 
Ray Ludoviconi, Frank Dot-
tori, Ken Ferris, Bernie Ferris, 
mayoral Executive Assistant 
Louis P. Esposito Jr., Harold 
Bellmore, Don Byrne, John 
Patry, and Scott Gardner and 
his son, Kevin. Rossi recog-
nized Libero, 72, a longtime 
city resident, for “the celebra-
tion of your golden anniver-
sary and your prolific career 
in the haircutting business.”

Lions Club
sets benefit

The Lions Club of West Ha-
ven will be hosting its first 
painting event on Sunday, 
Feb. 25 at 3 p.m., 727 Campbell 
Ave., to benefit the American 
Diabetes Association. Any-
one can create a piece of art to 
proudly display in their home 
or gift to someone! No previ-
ous artistic skill is required. 
Step-by-step instructions by 
a fun and engaging artist in a 
low key, no pressure environ-
ment. Price of $35 per person 
(covers the cost of all materi-
als and appetizers) BYOB - 
Bottled water & soda will be 
available. Limited Seating - 
RSVP Only.  For Tickets call 
(203) 933-2812 or email mary-
ann.voss@gmail.com

Seth Haley Fund
offers school loans

The Seth Haley Memorial 
Loan Fund of West Haven pro-
vides eligible college students 
with loans of up to $2500 to 
help students finish their post 
high school education. Ap-
plicants must be West Haven 
residents who have completed 
two or more years of college 
or post-secondary work or be 
in their final two years of ad-
vanced work. Any West Haven 
resident attending college or a 
post high school professional, 
technical or trade school can 
be eligible for a loan. Repay-
ments do not begin, and no 
interest will be charged until 
one year after graduation. If 
you are interested in mak-
ing an application for a loan, 
please call Mary Radziszewski 
at (203) 934-0396 or Gert Beck-
with at (203) 934-6921 or write 
to 92 Lake St.

Want to see our 
online edition? 

Go to: westhaven-
voice.com
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Sharks up record to 12-4-1
The West Haven/Sacred 

Heart Academy girls hockey 
team improved to 12-4-1 on 
the season with a 5-1 victory 
over the Notre Dame of Fair-
field Lancers on Saturday af-
ternoon at the Bennett Rink. 
The Westie Sharks set the tone 
early when Taylor Nowak 
ripped a shot from the slot 
that found the back of the net 
just 55 seconds into the game 
for a 1-0 lead. A minute and 
twenty-three seconds later, 
CC Condon took a shot from 
just inside the blue line and 
followed her shot, gathered 
in the rebound a slid the puck 
inside the post for the goal to 
make it 2-0. Jenna Hunt assist-
ed on the goal.

In the second period, Megan 
Froehlich picked the top cor-
ner in a crowd in front of the 
net to extend the lead to 3-0, 54 
seconds in, assisted by Jianna 
Cohrs and Mackenzie Gard-
ner and then had a beautiful 
tip in of a Jianna Cohrs’ shot 
from the side of the net at 8:29 
to make it 4-0. Kyleen Crowe 
was doing her part when she 
stopped a Lancers’ 2-on-0 with 
a spectacular pad save with 
2:20 left in the period to keep 
the shutout going.

Veronica Lynn iced the 
game when she started an 
end-to-end rush and finished 
it with a rocket from the left 
circle to make it 5-0 with 8:42 
left in the game. The Lancers 
were able to break the shutout 
with 3:48 left in the game to 
make it 5-1 and had another 
chance eight seconds later but 
Crowe stonewalled a break-

away to keep the score there. 
Crowe finished with 15 saves 
between the pipes for the win.

The Westie Sharks wrap up 
their regular season schedule 
this week. The girls hosted 
Masuk/Barlow/Newtown/Ox-
ford/Bethel on Tuesday, visit 
Branford/East Haven/North 
Branford on Thursday at 7:30 
and travel to Newington on 
Friday to face East Catholic/
Glastonbury/South Windsor 
at 8:30. 

The boys hockey team con-
tinued to struggle when the 
Blue Devils fell to the Xavier 
Falcons, 6-0, on Saturday af-
ternoon at the Bennett Rink. 
The Westies were stymied by 
the Xavier defense while the 
Falcons got a shorthanded 
goal 3:34 into the game and 
never looked back. Logan Cole 
made 30 saves and Charles 
Miller stopped eight Xavier 
shots after coming in during 
the third period.

This week, the Blue Devils 
hosted North Rockland, NY in 
a makeup game on Monday, 
hosted the Milford Indians on 
Wednesday and visit Suffield/
Granby/Windsor Locks on 
Saturday at 4.

The girls basketball team, 
behind 16 points, 15 rebounds 
and five blocks from Aman-
da Carr, defeated the Sacred 
Heart Academy Sharks, 47-30, 
on Monday evening in Ham-
den. Natalia Frazier had eight 
points and five assists while 
Diamond Dixon added seven 
points and two assists in the 
victory. 

On Tuesday, the Westies 

were not as successful, drop-
ping a 54-31 decision to the 
Sheehan Titans in Walling-
ford. The Titans jumped on 
the Blue Devils early, taking a 
38-16 lead at halftime and nev-
er looked back. Sarah Evange-
lista had 10 points to lead West 
Haven while Amanda Carr 
contributed with nine points 
in the loss.

The Westies finished the 
week with a trip to Cheshire to 
face the Rams on Friday eve-
ning. The Blue Devils fell be-
hind 36-10 in the first half but 
had one of their best halves of 
the year, outscoring the Rams 
29-14 in the second half before 
losing a heartbreaking 50-49 
decision. Natalia Frazier led 
the girls with 14 points while 
Amanda Carr had 13 points in 
the loss.

The Westies finished their 
season hosting their senior 
night on Monday against 
the Sacred Heart Academy 
Sharks.

The boys basketball team 
still in pursuit of a playoff 
spot suffered a 61-54 loss to 
the Jonathan Law Eagles on 
Tuesday night in West Haven. 
The teams battled in the first 
half with Law holding a 26-23 
edge heading into the locker 
rooms. The Eagles went on 
a run in the third quarter to 
take a 48-39 lead at the end of 
the third quarter and held on 
for the victory. Josiah Stein-
man led West Haven with 18 
points while Saban Richard-
son chipped in 11 points in a 
losing effort.

On Friday evening, the Blue 

Devils hosted the Career Pan-
thers. The boys came up short 
in a 62-47 loss. 

This week, the Blue Devils 
visited the Wilbur Cross Gov-
ernors on Monday and finish 
their regular season hosting 
the Amity Spartans on Friday 
at 7.

The boys swim team 
dropped a close 87-83 decision 

to the Jonathan Law Eagles on 
Friday afternoon in Milford. 
Issac Gorske took the 50 free-
style, the 100 freestyle and was 
a member of the victorious 400 
freestyle relay team with Ju-
lian Thomas, Shane Taulty and 
Chris D’Inzio. 

D’Inzio also took the 100 
breaststroke and Bryan Bar-
rington won the 500 freestyle.

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Player of the Week
 West Haven senior boys hockey player Logan Cole (31) is 

the Vio’s Sports Plus/Westie Blue Player of the Week. Cole 
was outstanding in a pair of losses for the Westies, turning 
aside 82 of 88 shots, including 52 against Notre Dame-West 
Haven. Read about Logan Cole on the Player of the Week page 
at www.westieblue.com. 

Photo by Russ McCreven

Loose ball!
Alexandra Gorman tries to 

control the ball before it goes 
out of bounds. The action 
took place at the Edith Mack-
rille  gym between Gorman’s 
Rockers and the Lasers.
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Leslie Jewelers

TURN YOUR GOLD

$$$$

INTO CASH

Photo by Russ McCreven

Break 
up court

West Haven’s Nick Cam-
era starts a fast break with a 
shovel pass to teammate Ja-
mal Pate in the Devils’ game 
with Career High last week.

Photo courtesy of WHHS

Scholar-Athletes
Pictured  are WHHS Amanda Carr and Daniel Lan-

ziero, who were named the Sothern Connecticut Con-
ference Scholar-Athletes for the winter sports  season.  
Carr has been a four- year member of the basketball 
team, captain her senior year. She has a GPA of 4.36 
and she is ranked 20th in the class. She is a member 
of the National Honor Society and has been awarded 
Rotary Club Scholar Athlete and the New Haven Tap-
Off Club Scholar Athlete awards.  Lanziero has been 
a four-year member of the cross-country, indoor and 
outdoor track teams and is captain of all three sports.  
His overall GPA 4.6, and he is ranked number 3 in the 
class.  He is a member of the National Honor Society 
and Vice President of the Blue Devils Marching Band.
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WestieBlue.com

For all your West Haven sports, visit 
www.westieblue.com

Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni 

Photos     Videos     Player of the Week     WH Championship teams
Future Westies     Alumni     Hall of Fame WH News and Notes

Team Leaders     Statistics     Coaches Information     Coaches Corner 
And more 

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site 
Contact Mike Madera 

Phone: (203) 530-1322 
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com 

 
WEST HAVEN LITTLE LEAGUE 

BASEBALL & SOFTBALL 
 

2018 REGISTRATION 
ALL BOYS 4-12 & GIRLS 4-15 ARE WELCOME 

 
ADDITIONAL REGISTRATION DATES AT THE SPORTS CAVE  

Every Monday in February 6-7:30pm; 23 Fresh Meadow Dr, W Haven 
 

2018 Player Fees:  $85.00 1st child, $65.00 2nd child, $50.00 for each additional child 
Player fee includes a team shirt, hat and pants 

There will be a $2 charge for payments by credit/debit card. 
Challenger Division of play is free to all participants. 

 
ALL PLAYERS MUST REGISTER AT ONE OF THE DATES LISTED ABOVE 

BIRTH CERTIFICATES ARE REQUIRED FOR NEW PLAYERS 
PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY REGISTRATION 

* Early Bird discount is only available at Full Circle on Jan. 29th * 
A $10 late fee will be assessed for registrations after February 26, 2018 

 
 

More information will be available at registration regarding clinics, WHLL 
apparel, tryouts, etc. 

For questions regarding registration, contact Chris Jones at 203-494-0571 or email 
dcjones218@yahoo.com.  You can also visit our website at: 

www.westhavenlittleleague.org 
               To sign up for updates and reminders from WHLL regarding field conditions  

and league events text @whll17 to 81010 

Westie Blue In Touch    By MIke Madera
Since a midseason slump, 

the West Haven/Sacred Heart 
Academy girls hockey team 
has picked a good time to 
get going again. The last four 
games have been kind to the 
Westie Sharks. 

In a complete team effort, 
West Haven/Sacred Heart 
Academy picked up its third 
win in four games, and re-
mained undefeated in that 
same time frame, with a vic-
tory over Notre Dame of Fair-
field. 

Led by two goals from Me-
gan Froehlich and two assists 
from Jianna Cohrs, West Ha-
ven/Sacred Heart Academy 
topped Notre Dame-Fairfield, 
5-1,  at the Edward L. Bennett 
Rink in West Haven Saturday 
afternoon. 

With its third straight victory 
and having gone 3-0-1 in its 
last four games, West Haven/
Sacred Heart Academy im-

proved to 12-4-1 on the season. 
The Westie Sharks needed 

just 55 seconds to take the lead 
for good in the game as soph-
omore Taylor Nowak gave the 
team a 1-0 lead. Just 1:23 later, 
West Haven/Sacred Heart 
Academy had a 2-0 advantage 
as Celina Condon scored off 
an assist from Jenna Hunt. 

West Haven/Sacred Heart 
Academy increased the lead to 
4-0 with two goals in the sec-
ond period, both coming from 
Megan Froehlich. 

Froehlich increased the lead 
to 3-0 off assists from Cohrs 
and Mackenzie Gardner 54 
seconds into the middle pe-
riod, before Cohrs set up 
Froehlich at the 8:29 mark for 
a 4-0 advantage. 

Veronica Lynn gave West 
Haven/Sacred Heart Academy 
a 5-0 lead at the 8:18 mark of 
the third. 

Kyleen Crowe played well 

in goal, stopping 15 shots and 
coming within 3:44 of earning 
a shutout, before Notre Dame 
snapped the shutout bid by 
Crowe and the Westie Sharks. 

The West Haven/Sacred 
Heart Academy girls hockey 
team had improved to 11-4-1 
with its second straight win. 
The latest victory came last 
Friday evening with a 6-0 de-
cision over Masuk at Shelton. 

Crowe stopped all three 
shots she faced to earn the 
shutout, while Shannon Siclari 
and Nowak each finished with 
a goal and an assist. 

Siclari gave the Westie Sharks 
a 1-0 lead just 51 seconds into 
the contest off an assist from 
Mia Celentano. Nowak in-
creased the lead to 2-0 with 
an unassisted goal 7:06 later, 
before an unassisted goal by 
Veronica Lynn sent the Wes-
tie Sharks to the intermission 
with a 3-0 advantage. 

Celentano set up Grace 
Plunkett 2:52 into the second, 
Froehlich scored 56 seconds 
later for a 5-0 advantage, and 
Makenna White scored off as-
sists from Siclari and Nowak 
with 4:32 left in the game for 
a 6-0 lead. 

With the season approaching 
the time of year when teams 
like to be peaking, the Westie 
Sharks had hit a few bumps 
along the way. A win and a 
tie, combined with three losses 
over the prior five games had 
slowed the team.  Looking to 
get back to its winning ways, 
the team played a sound game 
in a 2-0 victory over Hand last 
Tuesday evening at the Ed-
ward L. Bennett Rink in West 
Haven. With the win, the Wes-
tie Sharks improved to 10-4-1 
on the season.  

“We are so proud of how our 
girls have been playing,” West 
Haven/Sacred Heart Academy 
coach Erin Blake said. “We 
have had some bumps in the 
road, but one thing these girls 
don’t do is give up. Tonight, 
they got the win we have been 
working for. Taylor (Nowak) 
played great offensively and 
defensively tonight. Tatum 
(Courtmanche) was our back-
bone in net again with a shut-
out. This was an entire team 
win tonight.” 

Nowak, who moved from 
the offensive side and played 
defense in the contest, led the 
way with a pair of goals, and 
Tatum Courtmanche turned 
aside all 18 shots she faced 
as the Westie Sharks moved 
away from a 1-3-1 stretch. 

Nowak gave West Haven/Sa-
cred Heart Academy a 1-0 lead 
at the 2:30 mark of the first 
period off an assist from Con-
don, then increased the mar-
gin to a pair of goals with an 
unassisted power play goal at 
the 10:05 mark of the second. 

That was all Courtmanche 
needed, she turned aside just 
18 shots overall.
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A huge win for ND wres-
tling, swimming takes down 
Foran, hoops splits a pair of 
games, two indoor track ath-
letes fare well at SCC Meet and 
hockey suffers heartbreaking 
loss on the ND scene this past 
week

Wrestling -- Connor Massey  
became the second Notre 
Dame wrestler in school histo-
ry to win an individual cham-
pionship when he defeated 
Fairfield Prep’s Dean Tsira-
nides in the 145-pound divi-
sion by a 6-4 decision. Massey 
joins Camilo Vanegas  as indi-
vidual SCC champion. Vane-
gas brought distinction to the 
Notre Dame wrestling scene 
when he captured the Green 
Knight’s first SCC title by 
pinning Fairfield Prep’s Nick 
Crowle in February of 2014. ]

Notre Dame placed 11th in 
the team competition.

Indoor Track -- Nick Pe-
truzzelli and Warren Murphy 
earned all nine Notre Dame 
points as the Green Knights 
indoor track team placed 19th 
at the CIAC Class L Cham-
pionship Meet on Thursday, 
Feb. 8, at the New Haven Ath-
letic Center. 

Petruzzelli earned eight 
points for placing second in 
the pole vault. 

He cleared 13-0 to take 
second place behind South 
Windsor’s Patrick Bell. Petruz-
zelli also competed in the high 
jump clearing 5-6 to place 
15th. Murphy took sixth in 

the 300-meter dash to earn the 
Green Knights other point. 

Basketball -- The basketball 
split the week to run its record 
to 13-6. After beating East Ha-
ven, 64-46, on Tuesday, Feb. 
6, the Green Knights saw its 
furious comeback fall short in 
a 61-57 loss to 9th-ranked Wil-
bur Cross on Friday, Feb. 9. 

Trailing by 11 in the fourth 
quarter against the Governors, 
Connor Raines went on a per-
sonal 10-point run to give ND 
a lead only to see Cross pre-

vail. 
Against East Haven, Mi-

chael Brooks scored 11 of his 
17 points in the second half, 
finishing his night with an 
alleyoop dunk, as the Green 
Knights turned a close game 
at half (25-22 lead) into a com-
fortable win.

Swimming -- Swimming 
split two contests beating Fo-
ran on Tuesday and losing to 
Fairfield Prep on Thursday. 
Against the Lions on February 
6, Notre Dame won seven of 

the 12 events with North Han-
sen and Cameron Jurzyk win-
ning multiple events. 

Hansen then won two more 
events in the Green Knights 
loss 99-76 loss to the Jesuits on 
Thursday, Feb. 8.

Hockey -- Hockey’s lone 
game of the week came on 
Sunday due to Mother Na-
ture. Xavier came to town 
for the second day in a row 
and rallied for a 6-5 OT win. 
Notre Dame led, 3-2, after the 
first period then Chris Hibson 

added a pair of second-period 
goals and the Green Knights 
led,  5-2. 

However, Xavier scored 
three in the third and won it 
on a Chase Maxwell OT goal. 
Notre Dame falls to 9-6 with 
the loss.

You can get all the latest ath-
letic news, scores, and more 
by following @NDWHAthlet-
ics on Twitter, Instagram, and 
Periscope while frieNDing the 
@NDWHAthletics Facebook 
group.

Connor Massey won Notre Dame’s second ever SCC individual wrestling championship this past weekend!

ND grappler gets a big win

Photo by Russ McCreven

Sandwich
Josiah Steinman is 

caught in a Career High sand-
wich a he makes a play for the 
ball. The Blue Devils lost, 62-
47, to the Panthers last week.
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 Sporting View
by Mark Vasto

One of the best parts of not 
being a Philadelphia sports 
fan is that you get to watch 
Philadelphia sports fans from 
a neutral vantage point ... 
something many Philly sports 
fans are trained at spotting 
and keying in on.

Take Frank, for instance. I 
work with Frank. The Eagles 
had beaten Minnesota badly a 
few days before. When Frank 
saw me, he stood in front of 
me and said, “Sooo ... what do 
you think?”

I had no earthly idea what 
he was talking about. His man-
ner of dress? Did he get a new 
haircut or handbag? What?

“The Iggles!” he said with 
a special type of smile. It was 
the smile of hope and pride 

and trepidation all mixed to-
gether in one facial expression 
at once. For a half-century, 
Frank had rooted for the Ea-
gles. Week after week, he dis-
sected the previous game and 
upcoming contest in ways the 
most practiced and studied 
football analyst from the NFL 
Network or ESPN could nev-
er do. Now they were on the 
cusp.

“I think that the Eagles bet-
ter not keep it close in the 
fourth quarter,” I started to 
say. Then I caught the look 
in his eyes. It was the kind of 
look a kid gives you when he 
finds a stray puppy and asks if 
he can keep it, pleeeeease. See-
ing this, I quickly added that 
I thought the Eagles had the 
superior defensive line and 
better running game, two nec-
essary ingredients in order to 
beat a pass-perfect offense fea-
turing the likes of Tom Brady 
and the Patriots.

One of the guys that works 
with Frank exclaimed to me 
that, get this, Frank was going 
down to Florida with another 
Eagles fan so he could watch 
the game on the beach. Not 
that there was anything wrong 
with that, it just seemed a little 
odd. 

]Some Philadelphians be-
have like a bunch of crabs in 
a pot -- whenever one of them 
tries to leave, they get clawed 
back into the boil.

Frank again smiled with 
wide eyes. 

“Do you think they’ll have 
the parade on Tuesday, so 
I can get back in time to be 
there?” 

Yes, I surmised that the 
Eagles would need to wait at 

least one day and let the city 
call up a battalion or regiment 
of anti-riot police.

“Aha! So you think we’re 
gonna win!” A pause then a 
meek, “Right?”

There was plenty the Eagles 
did right during Super Bowl 
LII, but there was plenty to 
nitpick too. For example:

Chris Collinsworth an-
nounced the game as if he was 
in a locked room with a bunch 
of Patriot terrorists that had 
guns trained on him. 

Did Dodge really think 
Martin Luther King’s anti-
consumerism speech was a 
great vehicle to sell vehicles? 
(Apparently so.) And did 
anyone ever stop to ask Bill 
Belichick why he felt it neces-
sary to wear that ridiculous 
cut-sleeved sweatshirt, that he 
was a Super Bowl coach and 
not an itinerate hobo who just 
got fired off the line of a bad 
roadside diner?

Does any of it matter any-
more to the city of broken 
lamp posts and Crisco? 

No, it does not. For Philadel-
phia -- the Eagles in particular 
-- proved everyone wrong by 
doing what was right on game 
day. They never gave up, and 
now we’ll never stop hear-
ing about Nick Foles. Right, 
Frank?

 Mark Vasto is a veteran sports-
writer who lives in New Jersey.

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., 
Inc

Voice Classifieds
(203) 934-6397

Photo by Russ McCreven

Quick feet
Fundamental League player 

Tommy Vets of the Jayhawks 
avoids a block by Matt Pan-
ton in some exciting action at 
the Washington School gym 
last Saturday morning.
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Squirt A squad loses to Yale, beats ‘Birds
The West Haven Squirt A 

hockey team split a pair of 
games this weekend.  The 
Westies lost a close game, 3-2, 
to Yale 2008 AA on Saturday, 
before rebounding to defeat 
the Springfield (MA) Junior 
Thunderbirds, 8-4, on Sunday.  

On Saturday morning at the 
Edward L Bennett Rink, Yale 
converted a breakaway with 
47 seconds left in the game for 
a comeback, 3-2 win over the 
Blue Devils.

Brady Price gave the Westies 
a 1-0 lead in the final minute 
of the first period as Zach Goe-
tze passed back to defenseman 
Dylan Bosworth and Price 
neatly redirected Bosworth›s 
point shot. In the second pe-
riod, Goetze passed ahead 
to Thomas Porto who faked 
a centering pass and fired a 
wrist shot past the goalie for a 
2-0 West Haven advantage. 

Yale scored one in the sec-
ond and two more in the third 
to earn the win.  The Blue Dev-
ils did not go quietly as West 
Haven had two shots ring off 
the post and Price was robbed 
by a stick save off a rebound 
shot.  Goaltender Jacob Silva 
made 18 saves in the game 
including nine in the third pe-
riod.

On Sunday in Enfield 
against the Thunderbirds, 
Porto led the way with four 
goals and Dylan Link added 
three assists in West Haven›s 
8-4 win.

Porto scored twice in the 
opening period and Goetze 
tallied in the second as West 
Haven opened a 3-2 lead en-
tering the third period.  The 

Westies then exploded for five 
goals in the final 12 minutes to 
pull away for the victory.

Porto scored twice more, 
Goetze added another, Ethan 
Kelly scored an unassisted 
goal, and Price added one 
to finish the scoring.  Ryan 
Pniewski, Price and Goetze re-
corded assists while Link led 
the way with three helpers.  
Silva had 15 saves in net for 
the Westies.

 The West Haven Peewee 
A travel hockey team moved 
to 26-14-5 with a split of two 
games this weekend. The Wes-
ties opened with a victory at 
Avon Old Farms on Saturday, 
before falling at home against 
New Canaan on Sunday. 

West Haven opened the 
week with a 2-1 victory over 
Avon. Bruno Martone led the 
Westies with a goal and an as-
sist in the win. 

After a scoreless first period, 
the Westies got on the board 
first when Mickey Dowd was 
sent on a breakaway by Colin 
Deane and scored with 9:30 
left in the second. Martone 
also assisted on the tally. 

The Westies increased the 
margin to a pair of goals with 
6:39 left in the second on the 
power play. Michael Madera 
sent a pass to the point to Dave 
Brown who found an open 
Martone at the right point. 
Martone fired through traffic 
in front for the two-goal lead. 

Avon cut the deficit in half 
less than a minute later, but 
stellar goaltending from Bren-
dan Smith and a penalty kill 
with West Haven two men 
down propelled West Haven 

to the win. 
The Westies then returned 

home to play New Canaan 
Sunday morning and fell in 
a tight contest, 6-5, at the Ed-
ward L. Bennett Rink. Deane 
led the way with a pair of 
goals, while Brown added a 
goal and three assists. 

Deane gave West Haven a 
1-0 lead with 6:03 left in the 
first, scoring off a rebound of a 
Brown shot. Trailing 2-1, Cade 
Simone one-timed a pass from 
Brown home to even the game 
with 9:34 left in the second. 
Just 49 seconds later, Deane 
scored an unassisted goal 
from the slot for a 3-2 West 
Haven lead. 

With the game even at three, 
Shane Repetto gave the Wes-
ties a one-goal lead in front 
just 24 seconds into the third 
off assists from Kyle Droney 
and Brown. 

New Canaan took the lead 
for good with three goals in 
1:30 for a 6-4 advantage with 
11:02 to go. West Haven got 
within a goal when Brown 
scored in front off assists from 
Simone and Madera with 3:41 
to go, but the Westies could 
not get the equalizer.

The West Haven Bantam A 
travel hockey team had a win 
and a tie in its games this past 
weekend. On Saturday, the 
Westies defeated New Canaan 
6-0, before rallying late to tie 
the Whalers 5-5

On Saturday morning 
against New Canaan, the Wes-
ties controlled play early in 
what was a fast paced game. 
Mikey Alfano put the Devils 
up in the first period with a 

goal that was assisted by Joe 
Honcz. 

In the second period, the 
Westies turned up the pres-
sure. Nico Bruneau put home 
a rebound from a Ben Carfora 
shot which was set up by DJ 
Carfora’s pass. Bruneau then 
returned the favor, assisting 
on Ben Carfora’s goal to give 
the Westies a 3-0 advantage af-
ter the second period. 

The Devils continued their 
relentless style of play in the 
third period. Ben Carfora 
scored his second of the game 
on an assist from Anthony 
Peschell, then the Alfano- 
Honcz combination put two 
more goals home, each assist-
ing on the other’s goal, while 
Justin Pniewski assisted on 
both goals and Adrian Feliosh 

grabbed an assist as well. Joe 
Crisci stopped all 26 shots he 
faced for the shut out. 

On Sunday, the Devils start-
ed quickly against the Whalers 
on the road in Cromwell. Alfa-
no started the game again with 
an unassisted goal, Ben Carfo-
ra netted the next one with an 
assist from Feliosh, and Nico 
Bruneau rounded out the first 
period scoring on a goal with 
assists going to Andrew Wr-
zosek and Luca Ubaldi. 

The Westies gave up three 
power play goals in the sec-
ond period as a 3-1 lead turned 
into a 5-3 deficit. 

Carfora was able to lead the 
comeback charge in the third 
period, netting two for a hat 
trick, and the Westies came 
away with the tie. 

Girls end regular season
West Haven Girls Basketball finished its regular season with 

a full slate of games on Friday night at Seth Haley. The M & S 
Lawncare Panthers captured the regular season championship 
and finished the season with a perfect 12-0 record.  On Friday, 
the Panthers downed the Prospect Beach Club Blue Devils, 
22-4.  Jaecianna Mitchell exploded for 12 points and Camryn 
Howard and Michelle Tomkins added a combined 11 points for 
the Panthers.  Kayla Burt and Jayda Stewart also scored for the 
Panthers.  The Blue Devils offense was led by Siah Spence, Abby 
Giaquinto and Jessica Heaven.

The Gunning Law Huskies secured the second seed and 
finished with a record of 8-4 as they upended the third place 
Louise’s Bakery Cardinals, 21-17.  Ariaya Smith, , Samira 
Huckaby and Daniella Parisi combined for the 15 points for the 
Huskies.  Nora Grillo, Chloe Whelan and Emma McFarland 
also scored for the Huskies.  The Cardinals scoring came from 
Jocelyn Avardo, Madden Evangeliste, Giana Mainor and Aniah 
Glover.

Jaylyn Powell, Nevaeh Stegall, Michaela Pribnow and Noelle 
Lawrence accounted for all the scoring in the Lacobelle Law 
Bruins 20-10 win over the TBNG Eagles.  The Eagles were led on 
the offensive end by Natalia Washington, Amanda Fagnani and 
Amarae Rosario.
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 Around TownAround Town

Vendors wanted  for Easter Festival
First Congregational Church on the Green will host an Easter 

Festival and Craft Fair on Saturday, March 17 from 9 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. Vendors are sought for the event. As a nod to St Patrick’s 
Day, lunch will include corned beef sandwiches, beef stew, and 
creamy potato soup.  

Along with our vendors, this year’s festival includes a silent 
auction, raffles, a bake sale, kids’ egg tree and crafts, our multi-
room book sale, the White Elephant sale, the SERRV Shop, and 
pictures with Easter Bunny.  

Contact the First Congregational Church of West Haven for an 
application, (203) 933-6291.

Bradley Point Garden Club sets confab
The Bradley Point Garden Club will luncheon followed by 

workshop at noon on Tuesday, Feb. 20, in West Haven City 
Hall-lower level, 355 Main  St.. New members are welcome. Call 
Marie at (203) 878-8428. 

Senior trip slated for Altantic City
F. Seniors and Friends offers the following trips to the public. 

All trips leave First Avenue commuter lot: 
Trip to Atlantic City – May 14-16. Two nights, slot play, four 

meals, show. $229 per person, must be paid in full by March 20.
To get a flyer or book trips, call Fred Mongillo, (203) 389-5808 

or (203) 927-4249.

Liberty coin show returns March 18
The Liberty Coin Show is back at the Elks Club, 265 Main 

St., on the third Sunday of the month. Buy and sell your coins. 
The organizers invite hobbyists to be part of the many displays. 
Food and beverages are on the menu. 

This year’s dates are:  March  18, May 20, June 
17, Aug. 19, Oct.  21, and December 16. For more information, 
call Parry Carpinella, (203) 248-1053.



CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?

Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,

And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience

Friendly service.

REPAIR, CARPENTRY
Sheetrocking and taping, repair 

work, water damage, carpentry, 
framing etc. Free estimates. Call 
bill at (203) 889-2901.

FOR RENT
West Haven -- 3 BRM, new utili-

ties. No pets. $1200/month plus 
security. On bus line. Call (203) 
934-8506.

 FOR RENT
Room for rent, $175/week, two 

weeks security. With kitchen, 
laundry, cable. Near busline, mid-
way between Green and UNH. 
Call (203) 535-5751.

FOR RENT
Furnished Bdrm 4 Rent in West 

Haven - $670/mnth, utilities incl, 
WiFi, TV, W/D, off-street prkng – 
call Carlyn 203-997-5370

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing. 
Insured. Free estimates. Call 
(203) 506-9384.

SITUATIONS WANTED
Dependable, caring PCA to work 

for elderly person. Preferred week 
nights and weekends (nights) in 
WH area. Willing to have back-
ground check. Call (203) 933-
5054.

L&J RENTALS
STORAGE BOX 

SPACE FOR RENT
Larger-sized box spaces good 

for storing equipment, bikes, mo-
torcycles, furniture, etc. In gated-
yard with security cameras. Close 
to main roads, bus line, highway 
ramp, etc. Call office: (203) 937-
8836. 

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street 
parking, Use of penthouse meet-

ing room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview. 

(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 301

SITUATIONS WANTED
Male caregiver looking for cli-

ents as companion live-in. Experi-
ence.  (475) 238-1851.

Voice Classifieds
work for you!

(203) 934-6397

     Classifieds     Classifieds

Grassy Hill Auctions

Always Buying

Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments

(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone

& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken

or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &

MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old

Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &

Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,

Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,

Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,

Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical

Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial

Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney

Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,

Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk

Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern

Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,

Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…

& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore 
Owners 

(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com
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INCOME TAX

Confused by the new 
tax law? I can help you 

understand it. Over 40 years 
experience preparing taxes 
in a professional, timely and 

cost-efficient manner. No 
waiting with pick-up or drop-

off service available.
Call Bill at (203) 934-9525.
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