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A blast!
The usual crowd of nearly
100,000 was expected for
Tuesday night’s Third of July
fireworks display at Bradley
Point. The yearly event is one
of the highlights of the summer season as the city celebrates the nation’s birthday.

Austerity affecting city park use

Charlotte
Rodriguez, age 2, a student
at the West Haven
Child Development
Center, Inc. sees
many colorful summer days ahead

parks and public areas will be open all
summer.”
The inquiries concerning Painter Park
came from a family that has used the
pavilioned area for family reunions for
several years.
Bathrooms and grill facilities were
curtailed on Sundays, and they wondered if that was part of the city’s austerity program. Rossi explained.
“City facilities are available and bathrooms are open with the exception of
Sundays where the city would have to
incur overtime (double time) to open
and maintain,” she said. “There are
‘porta-potty’ units in most public areas
that are cleaned several times per week
and are available to residents during
public hours.”
She said that, while the city is curtailing overtime on Sundays, all parks remain open and those requiring permits
are available.
“All the parks will be open throughout the summer and available for residents to enjoy,” she said.
Rossi said overtime costs are a nonstarter under the current austerity
plan, but that shouldn’t affect the way
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The recent spate of complaints regarding park facilities along the Boardwalk put a spotlight on the measures
taken by Mayor Nancy Rossi and her
administration regarding the city’s financial crisis.
Just this week, the bathroom facilities
along the beach were fitted with time
locks to allow for use when city personnel are off duty, particularly Sundays and holidays.
The focus on the Boardwalk, though,
has led many to believe that is the only
facility affected by the changes. A recent inquiry by a Voice reader concerning the use of facilities at the Painter
Park Grove showed that Sunday use is
affected in all city parks.
According to the mayor, while all
parks have regular hours throughout
the weekend, the cutbacks in overtime
and other expenses do affect use on
Sundays.
“There have been budget reductions
in all departments across the city, including the Parks and Recreation Office, but those cuts will not affect park
hours or the reservations and permitting of public areas,” Ross said. “The

the city maintains and manicures its
parks.
“We will maintain our parks and
beach front with our current parks and
recreation and maintenance staff members and without incurring overtime
costs,” she said.
There is one exception to the overtime rule – private scheduling and private payment, according to Rossi.
“We are not approving overtime unless there is an emergency situation or
if the cost is being reimbursed from a
private event organizer,” she said.
While the new reality might be inconvenient to some, the mayor believes
most city residents understand the financial pressures the municipality is
undergoing, and the steps necessary to
alleviate the problem.
“Our residents understand that the
city is in a very difficult financial situation and we are making difficult and
unpopular decisions to ensure that we
stay within our appropriated budget.
We are working hard to stay within
our budget and make sure that our
parks and public areas are open and
well maintained for our residents to
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City joins Sustainable CT
See page 2

enjoy. I know some of the decisions
and budget reductions we have made
are not popular with some -- but they
are necessary,” she said finally.
Meanwhile, the city has installed
locks that make the Boardwalk bathhouse accessible on Sundays and holidays.
The timer-controlled locks for the
bathrooms in Old Grove Park have
been installed, Mayor Nancy R. Rossi
announced last week.
Rossi said the bathrooms, which front
the Savin Rock beach walk, are open
— since Saturday — from 7 a.m. to 10
p.m.
The new locks, installed June 26, can
be locked or unlocked via a smartphone app and eliminate the need —
and the cost of overtime — for city
workers to unlock or lock the bathrooms on weekends.
Rossi said that the $2,210 cost to buy
and install the locks is coming out of
the mayor’s office budget. The good
news is the move is bringing out a
sense of community. Several residents
and businesses have expressed interest
in reimbursing the city for the cost.
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City joins statewide
effort to promulgate
sustainable energy
On May 29, the West Haven
City Council voted to join Sustainable CT, a new initiative to
support Connecticut’s cities
and towns.
The statewide initiative,
created by towns for towns,
includes a detailed menu of
sustainability best practices,
tools and resources, peer
learning, and recognition.
“On behalf of the members
of the City Council and the
people of West Haven, I am
delighted to announce our
participation in Sustainable
CT,” Mayor Nancy R. Rossi
said. “My administration is
committed to working with
Sustainable CT to develop

and implement renewable
energy initiatives, such as
solar, wind or water power,
in our community. These
initiatives will enhance our
quality of life while improving
the environment and will
strengthen our goal of
becoming a green city.”
The Sustainable CT platform supports a broad range
of actions, such as improving
watershed management, supporting arts and creative culture, reducing energy use and
increasing renewable energy,
and implementing “complete
streets” — streets that meet
the needs of walkers and bikers as well as cars — along
with improving recycling
programs, assessing climate
vulnerability, supporting local businesses, and providing
efficient and diverse housing
options.
There is no cost to
participate, and communities
will voluntarily select actions
that meet their unique local
character
and
long-term
vision. After the successful
implementation of a variety
of actions, municipalities will
be eligible for Sustainable CT
certification.
The initiative was developed
under the leadership of the
Institute for Sustainable Energy
at Eastern Connecticut State
University, in partnership with
the Connecticut Conference
of
Municipalities.
Three
Connecticut
philanthropies
— The Emily Hall Tremaine
Foundation, the Hampshire
Foundation and the Common
Sense Fund — have supported
the program’s development
and launch.
“We are thrilled that West
Haven has passed a resolution
to join Sustainable CT,” said
Lynn Stoddard, director of the
Institute for Sustainable Energy. “The program builds on
many current success stories
in our communities to create
and support more great places
to live, work and play. We are
looking forward to working
with the city as it pursues Sustainable CT certification.”
For more information on
Sustainable CT, visit the program’s website at www.sustainablect.org.
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Longstanding tradition

The Rev. Kevin M. Dillon, pastor at Our Lady of Victory,
and Bob Guthrie, carnival co-chairman, present Sue Walker
from the West Haven Fireworks Committee with a check from
funds donated by the parishioners. The donation to the fireworks continues the yearly tradition of supporting the fireworks.

I love
this town.
Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516
Bus: 203-932-0591
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Thanks, West Haven.
I love being here to help
life go right in a community
where people are making a
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State Farm, Bloomington, IL

PROTECTING
US ALL
Lars Vallin was sworn in
as the newest University
of New Haven police officer
by Mayor Nancy Rossi.
Officer Vallin is a former
member of the New Haven
Police Department.

|

A Partner in the Community
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Dear Felicia

Howdy do, sweets. By the
time yew git this missive, the
July Fourth holiday will be a
recent memory, but effen the
past holds true, the sounds
and smells will continue. I
don’t know what it’s like at
your domicile, but in Cobina’s
neighborhood the place reminds one of the third Battle
of the Marne without the taxi
cabs.
Fireworks don’t stop on
July 4 and kind of continue for
days well afterward. Cobina
has been awakened on many
a night each July (and even
June) night to the sounds of
bottle rockets and other setch
items being hurled skyward.
Our feline friend ain’t too happy either. Our kitty Mike has
a problem with the noise and
finds a place to hide.
Of course, the fireworks
brought out Iyam sure the
100,000 or so that clog up our
roadways and pile onto the
beach. I ain’t complainin’,
it’s a good thing for the city,
which don’t seem to have too

many good things going on
right now.
~~~
Sammy Bluejay was fluttering
around the beach t’other morning
and sez that there are a lotta very
relieved personae (in more ways
than one) down at the beach now
that the city has installed time
locks on the lavatories over there.
As yew have probably hoid, the
doors were locked over there on
certain days cuz the city couldn’t
afford to have somebody on duty
all day to lock and unlock that facility and others.
Soooooo, hearing the pleas of
the taxpayers, herroner came up
with the lock solution, and everyone seems sorta happy about it.
Sammy said that the portapotties they have down there are
not fit for use many days during
the week cuz of the nightlife that
seems to be there after dark. Too
often, the cubicles are a mess not
to be described here, and people
eschew their use because of it.
With the locks now on timers,
most people will get the ability to
use the facilities without taking

life and heath into consideration.
~~~
Meanwhile, as yew probably see in this week’s edition,
a second isshew has been addressed concerning the local
parks and their use on Sundays. The mayor answered
our queries on it after this papyrus got queries from interested parties.
One guy said his family has
been having a party down
in the Painter Park grove for
years and things were always
fine. This year things were
somewhat curtailed with
bathrooms closed and limited
use of fireplace locations.
Natcherly, the problem is,
once again, the city’s financial problems and the fack
that things hafta be curtailed.
It ain’t a nice thing to see the
few city perks we have here
fall victim to the red ink that
is our situation, but there it is,
and it is the new reality. Let’s
hope it don’t last long, and by
next summer things are better.
~~~
Jest a small note to Merlie Mae.
As yew know she was hurt in a
house fire a few weeks back and
has been recovering. Cobina jest
wants to send a little get-well to
her and hopes that she’s up and
lurking about soon. A lotta people
are missing her.
~~~
The Wag was in t’other afternoon and was wondering
effen the new Shore Fair that
is set for later this month is
destined to replace the Savin
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Rock Festival. It would seem
so. As yew recall, herroner
decided to axe the Savin Rock
Fest because it costs the city
tens of thousands of dollars in
overtime it don’t have.
A few weeks later Marenna
Amusements filled the breach
and said it was gonna run a
fair. Now it looks like volunteer organizations and clubs
are being recruited to join the
fair much the same way they
did before.
Cobina was never happy
that the city decided to take
the Savin Rock Festival over.
It was once a part of the West
Haven Chamber of Commerce. That’s how it started
and that’s how it flourished
for many years. Then the city
decided to horn in on it, and as
with most things that governments get involved in, it got
complicated.
Well, this thing seems to be
starting out as a private enterprise and run by private individuals. Sooo, maybe equilibrium is being restored here,
who knows? The city is outta
the equation for the most part,
and a festival of some sort or
t’other is taking place in July.
The city is getting a bit of the
funds, the residents are getting a place that utilizes our
shore, and everyone seems
happy.
Let’s hope this becomes
the reconstituted Savin Rock
Festival and stays around for
many, many decades.
~~~
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Now, I know it is very tempting
to mention the recent problems
with a leaking sewer pipe and the
city’s finances, but Cobina will
not “go there” as they say. I guess
Old Field Creek was getting the
brunt of the leakage as reports say
the contamination was almost
three times what is legal.
It’s a funny thing, the city has
spent millions on upgrades of the
system over the last thirty years,
and still it has problems. That’s
cuz much of the infrastructure
was put in about 100 or more
years ago, and cast iron and lead
erode after a certain pernt.
Let’s jest hope the city don’t
git fined for a situation it did
not contribute to and one that it
has been fighting for longer than
many people have been alive.
Lawdy knows that where once
there was the nightly stench of
the sewer treatment plant, things
are much cleaner and fresher over
there. Most of all we don’t wanna
see the city fined cuz we jest can’t
afford it.
~~~
As expected the School
Bored extended the contrack of
Neil Cavallaro for three years.
Nelly Nuthatch was at the
confab, and things went perty
much the way it was thought
to go. Jimmy Morrissey, the
former Demmie Town Chairman, voted against the contrack – the lone dissenter by
the way – cuz he thought three
years was too much.
Under the terms of the contrack, Cavallaro, who has presided over the decline of the
school system over the last
decade, will not git a raise for
two years and a one-percent
raise in the thoid.
There is a bit of a hue and
cry about that as he makes upwards of $187,000 per annum.
One percent of that is a perty
hefty sum.
Tennyrate, unless he determines to find new environs
in the form of another job,
we’ve got him for the next
three school terms. That’ll be
jest enuff time – maybe – to
see the high school project finished, and get his name on the
bronze plaque. As one is fond
of saying, “It’s all about the
bronze plaque.”
Meanwhile, Cobina is still
of a mind that effen the school
board wants to save itself
some money -- or at least parcel it out somewhere else, it
should git rid of the middle
management that is costing
us mroe than one million kopecks a year.
We have fewer schools and
no need for coordinators when
stipended teachers can do the
same for less money and probably better results.
~~~
With that bit o’ chatter, I’ll
close this week till next, mitt luff
und kizzez,

Cobina
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Gripevine

By Eleanore Turkington

Dear Eleanore Turkington:
I am a faithful reader of your
column and wonder at the variety of gripes you receive each
week. I have been meaning to
send you my favorite gripe for
some time and today I decided
to DO IT!
Most people these days
drive a car and most people
visit various stores and shopping centers. Unfortunately,
there is no way around it; you
want to shop whether its food
shopping or other necessities
you have to use the parking
lots the stores and shops provide.
Have you noticed Eleanore,
how many of these parking
lots in both West Haven and
Milford are in very poor condition. Extremely poor patching jobs on cracks, bumps that
shake you up as you drive
over them and holes full of
water following a rainfall.
Now, that I have that off my
mind, I’ll get to the real reason
for writing to Gripe Vine.
Many people don’t pay attention to the painted arrows
on the parking lot’s surface
so you end up facing another
car head on. Drivers travel
much too fast, where most of
us move along slowly, either
because we’re looking for a
parking space or try to heed
a decent speed limit to avoid
problems.
What I want to know is what
are the driving regulations
that we should follow when
parking in a public parking
lot. Thanks Eleanore. Wish
me luck on my next shopping
parking endeavor.
Just Curious
Dear Just Curious:
I have to agree with you
that there are rude, careless
motorists. Of course, like in
any situation, there are drivers
that are respectful and patient;
unfortunately the rude motorists outnumber the courteous.
However, I did some research
on parking lot rules and did
come up with some helpful in-

TURKINGTON
formation
According to the National
Motorists Association, “The
parking lot, a verified concrete
jungle of madness, where all
the rules go out the window.
In reality, the rules of parking
lots are pretty common sense,
even if they aren’t written in
an official handbook.”
The NMA states that parking lots can be a driver’s worst
nightmare, but they don’t have
to end in so many accidents.
Offering these five rules to follow, perhaps there wouldn’t
be as many accidents.
Park courteously and don’t
try to take up two spaces because you think your car is too
good for one parking space.
Be courteous in the parking
lot and follow the lines, thus
allowing the drivers on both
sides to park and get out of
their cars safely.
Don’t pull up to the curb
to wait for someone to run a
quick errand. It’s never going
to be a fast errand. Instead
you are blocking the way for
other drivers, as well as confusing drivers and passengers
alike. If you’re waiting for a
passenger, pull into an empty
space and wait for their call.
Putting your blinker on.
Two cars will have their rear
blinkers on to claim the spot.
Using common sense will
help. If you see another car
waiting for a parking spot before you. Be nice and back off.
Drive in the right direction.
People think when you enter

a parking lot, normal driving
rules do not apply anymore.
Other drivers there do care.
Follow the painted arrows, if
there are no arrows, look at
the way the parking stalls are
situated. If they are perpendicular to the driving aisle,
it’s a two way road. If they are
slanted diagonally, look again.
If the stalls on both sides of the
aisle point inward, it’s a one
way road.
Use turn signals. Using turn
signals in a parking lot could
actually save your life, or at
least your parking space.
I hope these suggestions
will assist those on their visits
to parking lots and help eliminate those rude motorists displaying rudeness to others.
Gripe Vine Readers: My applause for those of you submitting your gripes to Gripe
Vine. My desk is getting covered with your complaints and
I am happy you care enough
about this beautiful city to
take the time to write to me.
Please keep it up. I am receiving cooperation from the city’s
executive assistant to Mayor
Nancy Rossi. Louis Esposito.
Just to offer you an example,
the next paragraph will display some of your complaints
that I am working on:
Coming up: modified car
annoying neighbors on Prospect Avenue..dangerous pot
holes on Swanson Road…
Loud noises late at night on
Leete Street…tarp roof flapping on Prospect Avenue,
disposal trash barrel removed
from Ocean Avenue…swimming pool without safety protection..100 year old trees on
Highland Avenue questioned..
train station “in deplorable
condition”..speeding cars and
trucks on Main Street…speeding cars on Man and Third
Avenue…bad sidewalks on
Campbell Avenue near the
diner..weeds growin on installed bricks at the Veteran’s
Walk of Honor, no lighting at
the entrance of Park Garden

Apartments on Ellis Street..
Late opening on Beachside
lots and much more.
~~~
Keep those gripes coming
in readers. We will get them

solved! Send them to gripevine4wh@aol.com or mail
them to Gripe Vine c/o West
Haven Voice, 666 Savin Ave.
Please include your name,
address and phone number,
kept in strict confidence with
me.
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Supreme Court decisions
affirm First Amendment

In the week where we celebrate the founding of this country, the Supreme Court reinstalled Free Speech as the cornerstone of the republic with two very important and very
far-reaching decisions. By 5-4 tallies in both cases, the court
determined in NIFLA v. Becerra and Janus v. AFSCME that free
speech rights were to be protected at all costs.
In NIFLA, the court threw out a California law that required
pro-life pregnancy centers to read a scripted alert to patients
that abortion facilities were an option. The Progressive California Legislature, a bastion of ultra-left fanaticism, was
looking to thwart those organizations and facilities that offered a pro-life option to the destruction of the unborn.
The case was a shot across the bow to the California Assembly and other Blue State legislatures that the infringement of free speech in support of left-wing causes was not to
be tolerated and would be slapped down.
It is unfortunate the left-wing members of the court – once
again – voted as a block to uphold the California law. The liberal wing of the court is of the opinion, it is more and more
apparent, that the outcome is more important than the law.
Free speech, it follows, is to be scuttled if the outcome serves
the political agenda.
The ruling serves as a slap to the ever-increasing belief
among so-called Progressives that free speech is a hurdle to
be toppled in its quest to dictate the lives of the great unwashed. As seen in the riots in Portland, OR over the weekend, speech is considered by these radicals a form of violence
to be met with more violence.
This is a dangerous tenet. The left is attempting to silence
with who it disagrees. If they can’t do it by the ballot box,
they will do it through violence. The ultimate irony lost on
organizations such as Antifa is that while it calls its opponents fascists, it is Antifa and other such organizations that
look like the black shirts and brown shirts of the recent past.
Meanwhile, a 40-year-old Supreme Court ruling was finally overturned as the infringement on speech it was. In Janus,
the Supreme Court ruled in favor of individuals over unions
that collective bargaining agents cannot force employees to
join. In states such as Connecticut, public employee unions
were, by statute, able to collect dues from the unwilling as a
stipulation of employment.
Over the last 40 years we have seen the logical result of
the symbiosis between public sector unions and politicians.
Unions collect dues from those willing and unwilling to join,
they put the money toward politicians that would support
– and be beholden – to the unions, and further policies supported by the unions are enacted.
Despite the fact that unions electing those who would be
their negotiators are an obvious conflict of interest against
the citizenry, unions used their dues to act as a donor to
mostly Democratic candidates. The result is clear. In states
such as Connecticut nearly a billion dollars in unfunded liabilities has resulted in the form of pensions and other benefits given to public sector workers.
Over the last few decades employees have protested the
fact the unions have supported causes and policies they do
not wish to support, but the previous precedent gave them
no standing. Seeing the case as a First Amendment one put
the situation in the proper perspective and restored to individuals the right to opt out of bargaining agents with whom
they disagree.
The ruling will be a devastating one for the Democratic
Party. It was not by accident the unions have been called the
party’s ATM. Instead, the unions themselves, seeing where
the ruling was headed, have made plans to cut back staff and
decrease political activity. The National Education Association expects to lose upwards of 300,000 members with the
decision.
The First Amendment is the bulwark protecting our rights
as citizens of a free republic. The Supreme Court, after decades of outcome-based decisions, has finally come out in
favor of the Constitution and what it says.
That is a win for all of America and its people.

Subscribe
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Trump gets the border issue
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
In the 1950s, the great neoconservative intellectual Irving Kristol acknowledged Joe
McCarthy’s stark failings, but
famously refused to take the
side of his critics. “For there
is one thing,” he wrote, “that
the American people know
about Senator McCarthy: He,
like them, is unequivocally
anti-Communist. About the
spokesman for American liberalism, they feel they know
no such thing.”
The sentiment could equally
apply to President Donald
Trump and the issue of immigration.
Trump’s team is still trying
to figure out how to extricate
itself from a policy of separating families at the border that
was incompetently executed,
incompetently explained, and
incompetently reversed.
The president himself is so
heedless of his own priorities
and legislative strategy that he
initially opposed a compromise House immigration bill
crafted with the input of his
own staff, then reversed himself and supported it, then declared that it should be put off
until next year. Who knows
what he’ll say about it next?
He poured contempt on the
idea of adding immigration
judges at the border, when
it is rock-solid Sen. Ted Cruz
who is proposing the idea and
every immigration restrictionist welcomes it as a way
to expedite the consideration
of asylum claims (the current
backlog of 600,000 cases is a
disgrace and adds to the dysfunction of the system).

Yet, with apologies to Irving Kristol, the one thing the
American people know about
Donald Trump is that he believes we have a border and it
should be enforced. About his
opponents, they know no such
thing -- and how could they?
Trump almost certainly
hurt himself, but the damage
shouldn’t be exaggerated or
the opportunity for recovery
minimized (assuming that migrant kids can be returned to
their parents expeditiously,
despite the insane legal and
bureaucratic obstacles).
In signing his executive order reversing course on family separations, Trump flipped
from representing a splinter
view to associating his opposition with one. Family separations were unpopular -- less

than a third of people supported them. But even fewer
people
support
so-called
catch-and-release, permitting
migrants to enter the country
pending a court date. In a CBS
News poll, only 21 percent say
they want to temporarily release families into the country.
An Economist/YouGov poll
found that 19 percent favor
release.
With Democrats now banging on Trump for wanting to
detain families together, they
represent the minority view.
The public wants migrants
to be treated humanely, but
it doesn’t want them to walk
into the country. Of the various options that the CBS News
poll gave people for dealing
with the migrants, the one that
See Lowry, page 7
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Muriel Ann Abrams
SOUTHBURY -- Muriel Ann
Abrams, of Southbury, wife of
Sidney Abrams, died peacefully on June 30, 2018. Muriel was born on May 1, 1928
in Brooklyn, NY and was the
daughter of the late Alexander and Bessie (Bergstein)
Albert. She attended public
school and was a graduate of
Brooklyn College in 1949, then
continued her education there
for additional master’s degree
credits. She taught elementary
school in New York City and in West Haven, where she and her
family moved to in 1963. In 1978 she and her husband opened
the Recreation Showroom. To this day the store, now known as
Encore Billiards & Gameroom has remained a family business
in Milford.
In later years she and her husband moved to Heritage Village
in Southbury. She was an avid painter and had many circles of
friends. She loved to travel, especially to Las Vegas where the
two frequented more times than we can count. She was fun, she
loved people and everyone who knew her loved her back.
She married her husband and partner, Sidney Abrams, the
love of her life, on Aug. 12, 1950, and was married for 62 years.
She is survived by her two sons, Larry Abrams and his wife
Catherine both of Milford, Edward Abrams and his wife Lorrie both of Roxbury, her daughter Lynne Abrams-Cornwall and
her husband David of Roxbury, three grandchildren, Jennifer
Abrams of Westport, CT, Michael Abrams of New York City,
Jayden Cornwall of Roxbury and four great grandchildren. She
is also survived by three nieces, Linda Trastman of NY, Joan
Most of MD and Barbara Seif of NY and one nephew, Andrew
Albert of NJ along with all of their children.
Graveside services will be held at Roxbury Cemetery on Thursday, July 5, at 11.
Munson Lovetere Funeral Home will be handling the arrangements. To leave an on-line condolences visit www.munsonloveterefuneralhome.com In lieu of flowers donations can be
made to a charity of your choice in her honor.

Lowry: Trump gets it

Continued from page 6
had the most support, by far -- 48 percent -- was returning
families home together.
This is the opening for Trump. He’s always benefited from
his opponents going too far, in part under the pressure of his
provocations. If he can make it clear that he wants to deal with
migrants at the border decently but firmly, and that his opposition favors rules and limited detention space that effectively
mandate catch-and-release, he’ll be in the stronger political position, again. On immigration, his advantage is the one thing that
the public knows about him.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2018 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Garden Group
Clients and staff from West Haven Community House’s Community Connections’ program
enjoy working in their garden and come up with new ideas each spring. They designed and
purchased the materials they needed to plant spices, vegetables, fruits and flowers in the raised
garden beds.

HYDRO-CLEAN

Professional
High Pressure Washing Service
We Use Only Hot Water
Heated On Site
Completely Insured
CT License
#565328
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Historian’s corner
The Twilight League
Part III
With thanks to Roland DePew
and Mike FredaThe Twilight League played
at Painter Park until about
1990, sending fly balls into
Kelsey Avenue and the neighboring properties; finally, they
moved to Allingtown, playing their games at Quigley
Stadium, so named for local
businessman Moe Quigley,
who originally built the stadium. In the words of longtime
player and league officer Mike
Freda:
“There was one significant
development that triggered
the complete move to Quigley
Stadium from Painter Park,
and that was aluminum
bats
becoming
more
technologically enhanced and,
as players were also naturally
getter bigger, more balls were
flying out of Painter at a record
pace.
“Right field was only 265
feet down the line, and the
right field bank stretching into
right centerfield was relatively
short in distance. Many of
us right hand hitters were
hitting homers to right field
with wood bats in the late
1970’s before the first phase
of aluminum bats entered

the league around 1979.
Those aluminum bats paled
in comparison to the more
sophisticated aluminum bats
in the 1990’s.
“Also, it had become apparent that Quigley was the more
«glamorous» venue with its
major league dimensions and
stadium seating style.
“More top players around
the area were drawn to the
league because of Quigley. It
also was a better venue to host
tournaments with leagues
from all over Connecticut and
New York, which contributed
greatly to the league’s revenue.
As for me, I had become very
comfortable in climbing up
the embankments at Painter
Park to chase long fly balls
but I liked the room in the
outfield to run down balls at
Quigley Stadium with center
field being 410 feet from home
plate.”
It is interesting to note that
the Twilight League returned
to the use of wooden bats in
2004.
Today, Twilight League
players come from 36 towns,
and represent Connecticut,
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania
and even Puerto Rico. In
addition, they represent forty
colleges. The league operates

By Dan Shine

West Haven native and now North Haven First Selectman Mike Freda was a longtime player
in the West Haven Twilight League.
with six teams who each
play 25 games per season.
They play from Monday
to Saturday, beginning in
Mid-May and playing until
Mid-July. Everything is very
organized and competitive,
and collegiate umpires call the

games.
Among the players are
veteran players, many of
whom are active up into
middle-age; in addition, there
are a great many players
in their teens and twenties.
There is a special chemistry

at work there: the veteran
players offer guidance and
the younger players work to
improve their skills—in this
way they feed off of each other.
~~~
For more details, see their
website www.whtl.org
Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Rossi calls on DOT
to maintain station
Mayor Nancy R. Rossi, with acting
Public Works Commissioner Lou Esposito, right, points out an area of concern while discussing the landscaping
and property maintenance of the West
Haven train station with Assistant Rail
Administrator Richard T. Jankovich
and Transportation Rail Officer Marlene Cordero of the state Department
of Transportation on June 13 at 20 Railroad Ave. Rossi and Esposito met with
the officials, along with Transportation
Supervising Rail Officer Craig M. Bordiere, to resolve widespread concerns of
overgrown grass and plantings around
the $130 million Metro-North Railroad
commuter station, which is owned by
the DOT.

Luxurious
Affordable
Assisted & Memory Care

588 Ocean Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516

203-931-2510
www.seacrestweb.com

Located directly on Long Island Sound
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Lack of hitting stymies Post 71
By Mike Madera
Special to the Voice
With the top of Zone II taking shape
early in the 2018 season, every game
becomes critical for those in the hunt
for a postseason spot. Orange Post 127
has taken notice.
Sitting in third place in zone play,
Post 127 understands it has to take care
of its own business and the rest will
take care of itself. West Haven, meanwhile, has its own problems trying to
get a timely hit.
Pitcher Mike Ficaro made sure he
did his part.
Holding West Haven to just two hits,
while striking out ten in six innings of
work, Ficaro helped lead his team to
a 6-0 victory over West Haven Post 71
at Piurek Field in West Haven Friday
evening.
“I just had to settle in,” Ficaro said.
“It took an inning, but I was able to do
so. I have to give credit to their pitcher
(Sean Morrissey). This heat was tough,
and he was able to go a long way. I
knew we needed this game. I just went

out and did my job. We are taking it
one game at a time. I just go out there
to pitch to win.”
Orange (7-2) scored the only run it
would need in the first inning when
Marc Chodos singled with one out,
stole second, and scored on a single to
left by Jared Smith.
Although West Haven used a double
play to get out of the inning, the damage was already done by Post 127.
West Haven (3-9), on the flip side,
could have seen what type of game it
was going to be in the first inning.
Not only did the Westies draw three
walks and have a batter hit by a pitch
without scoring, they lost second baseman Mario Kiaunis for the game when
he was hurt sliding into second base.
“Mario (Kiaunis) getting hurt was a
big loss,” West Haven coach Fred Morgillo said. “He is one of our leaders
and he is a middle infielder. We do not
hit. We do not situational hit. That’s
a problem. When you get down two
runs, it’s like eleven.”
West Haven had the first three bat-

ters of the game on base by way of
walks from Ficaro, but had a runner
picked oﬀ second.
With two outs, Austin Ormrod was
hit by a pitch to load the bases, but
Ficaro got out of the jam when Justin
Uribe grounded to third.
That was one of two real threats in
the game for the Westies as Ficaro allowed just a two-out walk to Brian
Pataky in the second, and a one-out
single to Nick Flammia in the third.
“He struggled to find the strike zone
early with his fastball, but he settled
down after that,” Orange coach Joe Pisano said of Ficaro. “He settled down
nicely and did a great job. We needed
that.”
After Orange took a 2-0 lead in the
fifth, West Haven had its last opportunity to get in the game as Mike Tonucci
walked with one out, moved to second
on a ground out, and third on a single
by Flammia.
Flammia stole second to put a pair of
runners in scoring position, but Ficaro
escaped by striking out Steven Byrd to

end the threat.
Post 127 increased its lead to a pair of
runs in the fifth inning with a two-out
rally against West Haven starter Sean
Morrissey as Mike Shepa walked and
Peter Spodnick was hit by a pitch.
Chodos followed with a single to
center and Shepa looked as if he was
going to be out at the plate on a strong
throw by Flammia, but Byrd was unable to handle the throw, allowing Shepa to score for a 2-0 advantage.
“When you look at the zone this
year, it is a little deeper,” Pisano said.
‘It is up to us to manufacture runs and
find a way to make sure our pitchers
are taken care of.”
Orange padded its lead in the seventh as a double by Shepa coupled
with a West Haven error scored Corris.
Chodos plated another with a sacrifice
fly, before the third run of the inning
scored on another West Haven error,
its fourth of the game.
West Haven scored its lone run of the
game in the seventh when Derek Baker
walked and later scored on an error.

West Haven 12-U splits tourney play
The West Haven 12-U AllStar team split its first two
games in tournament play,
topping Pop Smith to start the
tournament, before falling to
Max Sinoway.
In the opener against Pop
Smith, the Westies posted a
10-2 victory. KJ Harp led the
oﬀense with three hits and five
runs batted in, Jesse Buonocore had three hits and drove
in a run, while Will Panza
scored three times.
West Haven set the tone of
the game, scoring four times
in the first inning and never
looking back. Mike Madera
opened the contest with a single and Evan Jones followed
suit. After both Madera and
Jones scored and Panza singled, Harp ripped a homer to
left for a 4-0 lead.
Harp’s two-run single in the
second scored Jones and Panza, before Chase Supan singled in another run and later
scored in the inning for an 8-2
lead. Run-scoring singles by
Harp and Buonocore plated
Panza and Harp in the fourth
for a 10-2 advantage.
Anthony
Constantinople
started on the hill for the
Westies and pitched a solid
contest, before Buonocore relieved to end the contest.
West Haven fell to 1-1 in pool
play with a 6-2 loss to Max
Sinoway, Sunday afternoon.
Trailing 2-0 in the third, Madera reached on an error, Jones
singled, and Panza walked to
load the bases. Madera scored
on a wild pitch, but the Westies could not push across the
tying run.
See WHLL, page 12

Submitted Photos

The Shop Rite Garafalo Markets Dodgers (top) completed an undefeated season by defeating the Barrett Outdoor Communications Orioles for the West Haven Little League Minors Division championship.
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Greatest Showman cast
member at Bailey
Students at Bailey Middle School were treated to a talkback
session with actress Skylar Dunn from The Greatest Showman.
Dunn, who portrays young Charity in the film, appeared
on stage with her voice teacher, Paul Scanlon, in front of an
excited crowd of 200 chorus and drama club students. The
event included an interview with Skylar Dunn, and a question
portion where Bailey students asked her many questions
about a career in the arts. Shown are: Scanlon, Dunn and
teacher Caitlin Pinto.

Dodgers move to semis
in Shore Haven League
In the opening round of the
playoffs, the Gunning Law
Firm Mets defeated the Leslie Jewelers Dodgers, 1-0, as
neither team got a hit. Robert Foley and Jayden Roby
allowed no hits and had 18
strikeouts for the Mets. AJ
Pope allowed no hits and had
11 strikeouts for the Dodgers.
The Mets scored the lone run
as Jacob D’Avignon walked,
stole 2nd and 3rd, and scored
on a throwing error.
The Augliera Movers Pirates
beat the Duffy’s Tavern Red
Sox, 6-2, behind the six-hit
pitching of Tyler Bassett and
Tegan Grillo. Paul Lynch had
2 hits, and Devin O’Brien had
a key hit in the sixth inning.
The Pirates defeated the
Mets to remain undefeated in
the tournament, 4-3. Devin
Bernier had a key hit, and

Mark Lynch scored the winning run. Maurizio Urriola
had a triple for the Mets. Bank
Tighe made a great catch
with two runners on to seal
the victory for the Pirates.
The Dodgers beat the Red
Sox, 10-5, to advance to the
semi-final round behind the
pitching of Michael Luth and
Tanner Oliwa. Michael and
Tanner also both had two hits
driving in the runs to secure
the Dodgers win.

WHLL
Continued from page 11
Max Sinoway took a 5-1 lead
in the fourth with a three-run
homer, before Jones scored as
part of a double steal. West
Haven, which managed just
three hits in the game, could
not get closer.

Need to Renew Your License?

We can
help!
CT License or ID Renewal  Lost CT License or ID Replacement
Address Change  Name Change
Verified License for Domestic Travel Easy Access & Ample Parking
City of West Haven

West Haven City Hall, 355 Main St
Wednesdays & Thursday 9 am - 3:30 pm

Operated by the West Haven Chamber of Commerce
In partnership with the City of West Haven & CT DMV
State of Connecticut’s
Only Municipal DMV Partner

203-933-1500  westhavenchamber.com/DMV
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Around Town
VBS at St. John’s
Vacation Bible Camp for all
kids entering kindergarten
through grade 5, will be held
in the hall and on the grounds
of St. John Vianney Church, on
July 23-27.
The camp is from 9-12:30.
Campers will rotate to centers
of games, stories/science, music, and crafts. The cost is $25.
For more information or to ob-

tain a registration form, please
contact roseannpaolinoolovvbc@gmail.com.

Doo Wop Dance
The West Haven ItalianAmerican Civic Associaton
will host a Doo Wop Dance
at 85 Chase Lane on Saturday, July 28, at 7. Music id by
DJ Charles till midnight. Free
Beer, Wine or Soda. Cash Bar
for mixed drinks. BYO Snacks.
Coffee at 11. Tickets are $20

per person. Call Lou at (203)
934-3339 or (203) 464-1976 or
Ben at (203) 933-4423 by July
24.

Mt. Carmel Feast
St. John XXIII Catholic Parish will celebrate the feast of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel on
Saturday July 14 in St. Louis
Church, 89 Bull Hill Lane. The
celebration includes the Blessing & Investiture of the Brown
Scapular, a procession with

the statue, vigil mass with
Coronation of Our Lady, and
ends with a pasta dinner in the
church hall.
Tickets are $10 per person,
children under 12 free. For
more information and tickets,
call the Parish Office at (203)
934-5249.

Vendors sought
Vendors and Not-for-profits
Wanted: July 19-22, and July

26-28 for the new Shoreline
Fest w/ Marenna Amusements
at the picturesque West Haven
shore. Along with the West
Haven High School Band
Parents Association Craft Village of craft vendors and notfor-profits at Old Grove Park,
there will be a Grand Carousel
and food vendors.
To join
contact Ruth Costa at (203)
507-7580.
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For all your West Haven sports, visit
www.westieblue.com
Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni
Photos Videos Player of the Week WH Championship teams
Future Westies Alumni Hall of Fame WH News and Notes
Team Leaders Statistics Coaches Information Coaches Corner
And more

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site
Contact Mike Madera
Phone: (203) 530-1322
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com

We Have Some Hot Deals
Call us for the best
deals this summer

203-934-6397
Our Half Page
Sale Will Bring
In the Customers
And You
Won’t Break a
Sweat
Sales@westhavenvoice.com
West Haven’s Only
Weekly Newspaper
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184 Campbell Ave
West Haven, CT 06516

203-934-3100
emmettsautoct.com
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PRESSURE WASHING
Houses & Decks • Deck Staining
Patios & Flag Stones • Fences
BBB Member
Cell: 203.915.6546

Insured

Call Buddy
Hamden, CT
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Voice Classifieds
work for you!
(203) 934-6397

10% Off
For Military, Seniors & UNH Students

GB Masonry
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Stone Walls * Sidewalks * Pavers
Chimneys * Brickwork * Flagstone
Stone Siding * Stucco
Fully Insured -- Quality Work!
17 years Experience
Jimmy-- 203-206-1159
gbmasonrystone@gmail.com
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This Spot
can be yours
next month
203-934-6397

Best Prices
In Town

Best Prices
In Town
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Classifieds
twater, near Yale’s West Campus
train station. $1400/month, plus
deposit. Call (203) 934-5017.

CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?
Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,
And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience
Friendly service.
GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor
repairs, tree work, hedgetrimming,
power
washing.
Insured. Free estimates. Call
(203) 506-9384.
CONDO FOR RENT
West Haven – Near Orange
town line. Huge 2 BRM, 2 bath,
deck, pool, rent includes heat/ho-

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.
Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area
$695/month, includes off-street
parking, Use of penthouse meeting room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview.
(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 301
WANTED
Person to help with wiring/connection of Lionel layout/990 Leg-

acy remote system. Call Voice office, (203) 934-6397.
L&J RENTALSSTORAGE BOX
SPACE FOR RENT
Larger-sized box spaces good
for storing equipment, bikes, motorcycles, furniture, etc. In gatedyard with security cameras. Close
to main roads, bus line, highway
ramp, etc. Call office: (203) 9378836.
REPAIR, CARPENTRY
Sheetrocking and taping, repair
work, water damage, carpentry,
framing, etc. Free estimates. Call
Bill at (203) 901-2136..

Grassy Hill Auctions
$ CASH $ For Your Items!!
Always Buying
Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments
(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone
& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken
or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &
MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old
Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &
Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,
Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,
Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical
Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial
Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney
Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,
Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk
Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern
Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,
Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…
& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&
ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore
Owners
(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

AMWAY BUSINESS
www.amway.com/Liv2give.
We sell health products, perfumes, body wash, hygiene
products, beauty products, gift
cards, etc.
FOR SALE
Greenworks 25022 electric
lawnmower, 20-inch, new. $95.
Fridigaire air conditioner, 6000
btu, hardly used. $35. Local
pickup. (347) 691-5009. Leave
message.
FOR RENT
West Haven-- Room for rent.
Near bus line, VA Hosp. Security & Ref. $120/week. (203) 4671234.

Part Time Reservation Agent
and Part Time Dispatcher
Transportation Company
Orange CT
E s t a b l i s h e d
transportationcompany
seeking reliable individuals
with excellent phone manner
for our Reservation Dept.
and Dispatch Dept. P/T shifts
available to include some
week nights and weekends
shifts. Must be able to work
independently and as part of
a team. Relaxed environment.
Must have own transportation.
Experience in the field a plus.
Please send resume to sales@
totheairport.com
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WE WILL
SPECIAL
ORDER
ANYTHING
FOR YOU!
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