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 Michele Rossi, age 2 
a student at the West 
Haven Child Devel-
opment Center,Inc. 
sees fine weather 
ahead for a visit to the 
pumpkin patch.

‘43 tragedy revisited in clippings

The New Haven Evening Register told the story months after the three friends perished.

Ed. Note: The following is part of an intermittent series on the 
sinking of The HMT Rohna off Algeria in World War II. Three West 
Haven residents were lost in the attack, and most details were with-
held from the public for more than half a century. It was a newspaper 
clipping from the era that spurred interest.

In 1943, a lifetime ago, WW II raged across the globe. The 
New Haven area industries were busy around the clock for 
the war effort.

Every neighborhood in every town was aware of its own 
men and women serving. Every day our New Haven Evening 
Register and Journal Courier carried news of casualties, pris-
oner releases, completion of training of different individuals, 
etc.

May 17, 1944, brought heartbreak to three West Haven fami-
lies, their relatives, and friends; and the whole community.  
The Evening Register reported the confirmed death of PFC 
Pacifico A. Migliore, PFC John T. Cox, and PFC Pasquale J. 
Logiodice.  It was reported that the men were lost in a ship 
sinking on a dark November night in an enemy attack in the 
Mediterranean Sea six months prior.  The details were, be-
cause of a necessity for military secrecy, almost non-existent. 
Over the course of time, no information was made available, 

See Tragedy, page 9

City fetes Mario & Francine Coppola

Photo by David W. Richards

Mario and Francine Coppola receive matching jackets embroidered with their new title, Italian-
American of the Year. 

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Mayor Nancy R. Rossi presented Mario and Francine Coppola 

with matching jackets embroidered with their new title, Italian-
American of the Year, as part of festivities observing West Ha-
ven’s 20th annual Columbus Day Celebration on the steps of 
City Hall Friday.

Mario G. Coppola, who owned and operated Mario & Joseph 
Men’s Shop on Campbell Avenue for 30 years, and Francine Ian-
notti Coppola, former director of West Haven Adult Education, 
are the second couple to receive the award after Giuseppe and 
Theresa DePalma in 2016.

The Coppolas, who have been married for 45 years, were show-
ered with words of praise from Rossi for “enriching the proud 
legacy and vibrant culture of our Italian-American community.”

At the 45-minute ceremony, the couple received a General As-
sembly citation from state Reps. Dorinda Borer, D-115, Charles 
J. Ferraro, R-117, and Michael A. DiMassa, D-116 , on behalf of 
the city’s delegation. They also received an Italian flag from Paul 
M. Frosolone, president of the West Haven Italian-American 
Civic Association, and Ellen Marazzi, former president of the 
West Haven Italian-American Ladies Auxiliary.

The West Haven Columbus Day Committee recognizes an Ital-
ian resident, or couple, each year who personifies service in the 
city’s close-knit Italian-American community.

As the sound of Italian music filled the air during the late 
morning cultural event in honor of the Italian explorer, the Cop-
polas saluted their heritage with dozens of their closest friends 
and loved ones, along with array of dignitaries, including North 
Haven First Selectman Michael J. Freda, and descendants of 
folks from the old country clad in red, white and green.

Mario Coppola, born in the town of San Salvatore Telesino 
in the province of Benevento, Italy, immigrated to the United 
States at age 16 with his father, Francesco, in 1961.

After settling in West Haven, they opened Coppola Tailor Shop 
at Elm Street and First Avenue in 1963.

See Couple, page 2
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I love  
this town.

I love being here to help  
life go right™ in a community 
where people are making a 

 

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516

Bus: 203-932-0591

Thanks, West Haven.

|      A Partner in the Community

The University of New Haven Police Department has been 

awarded Connecticut Police Officers Training and Standards 

Council (POSTC) Tier II accreditation status. Attaining Tier II 

designation requires a police department to meet and comply 

with 83 specific standards based on nationally recognized best 

practices in contemporary professional policing. Tier II standards 

focus on legal requirements, management, and operations. The 

University of New Haven Police Department is the only private 

university police department within the State of Connecticut to 

achieve this distinction. 

Pictured left to right: Assistant Chief Don Parker, Accreditation Manager Marina 
Davila, Chief Tracy L. Mooney, and Associate Vice President of Public Safety and 
Administrative Services Ronald Quagliani.

TIER II ACCREDITATION

Continued from page 1
Three years later, Coppola 

was drafted in the Vietnam 
War. He served stateside for 
several years in the Army 
Reserve and trained at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina, and 
Fort Lee, Virginia.

In March 1972, Coppola and 
his longtime friend and busi-
ness partner, Joseph DeFran-

cesco, established the first 
Mario & Joseph Men’s Shop 
in Branford. Four years later, 
they opened the West Haven 
shop, at 495 Campbell Ave., 
with both locations thriving 
for many years.

Coppola, a respected busi-
ness owner, closed the West 
Haven store in 2006 after De-
Francesco retired. He closed 

the Branford store when he 
retired in 2015.

Coppola said he met DeFran-
cesco while taking an English 
class at West Haven Adult 
Education, the same program 
Francine Coppola led years 
later for two decades.

Along with the Adult Educa-
tion program, which is mostly 
based at West Haven High 
School, she was the English as 
a second language bilingual 
director and the fine arts coor-
dinator for the Board of Edu-
cation. She retired last year.

She also served as president 
and vice president of the Con-
necticut Association for Adult 
and Continuing Education, or 
CAACE.

Rossi also presented a cita-
tion to the Coppolas, who 
were accompanied by their 
son, Mario F. Coppola, of 
Orange, and their daughter, 
Christina Coppola DeCres-
cenzo, of West Haven. They 
were also joined by their four 
grandchildren.

Before an Italian blessing 
from Michael Abbott, direc-
tor of ministry at Notre Dame 
High School, Liz Levy sang 
“The Star-Spangled Banner” 
and the Italian national an-
them, “II Canto degli Italiani.” 
The renditions were followed 
by a greeting from mayoral 
Executive Assistant Lou Es-
posito, the master of ceremo-
nies.

Rossi then delivered heart-
warming remarks about the 
Coppolas, saying, “Your ex-
traordinary story is treasured 
by our city,” and “your fear-
less spirit and inspiring good 
works are a testament to the 
promise and greatness of 
America.”

Francine Coppola, born in 
New Haven and raised in 
Hamden, is the daughter of 
an immigrant father and the 
granddaughter of immigrant 
paternal grandparents from 
the province of Caserta, Italy.

In 1907, overcoming hard-
ship and strife through the 
everlasting values of strength 
and sacrifice, faith and fam-
ily, her father, Mario Iannotti, 
then a child, and his parents 
left their home in the town of 
Piedimonte Matese seeking a 
better life in America, settling 
in New Haven before later mi-
grating to Hamden.

The Italian parents of her 
New Haven-born mother, 
Rose Onofrio, hailed from the 
village of Faicchio in the prov-
ince of Benevento.

After graduating from Ham-
den High School in 1968, Fran-
cine Coppola earned bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees 
in special education from 
Southern Connecticut State 
University. She also received a 
sixth-year diploma in admin-
istration and supervision from 
SCSU.

Her degrees and skills pro-
pelled her to a lengthy and 
rewarding career that began in 
1973 teaching special educa-
tion in West Haven. 

Her unwavering commit-
ment to nurturing young 
minds became a hallmark for 
her success as an educator and 
administrator in the years that 
followed.

Mario and Francine Cop-
pola’s propensity for commu-
nity service includes serving 
as ambassadors of their proud 
heritage.

They are long-standing 
members of the San Leucio 
Society of New Haven. He 
served a stint as vice president 
and she as secretary-treasurer.

He was grand marshal of the 
2011 Greater New Haven Co-
lumbus Day Parade in West 
Haven and is a member of the 
Italian-American Civic Asso-
ciation.

He is also a longtime mem-
ber of the West Haven Rotary 
Club, having served on its 
board of directors, and is a 
former recipient of the Jimmy 
Fund award.

She served on the board of 
directors of the West Haven 
Community House.

The Coppolas live on Botte 
Drive in West Shore.

The couple’s name will join 
the 19 previous Columbus 
Day recipients on a plaque in 
City Hall.

Couple: Coppolas made mark in city life
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VALLEY COINS

Buying Pre-1965 Coinage

VALLEY COINS
GIFT IDEAS OF SEYMOUR

Seybridge Plaza, Rt 67E • Seymour, CT

(203) 888-3001
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Dear Felicia

“The affordable home heating oil specialists” 

Serving West Haven residents since 1987.          HOD #362 Cobina

Well honeybunch, it is a 
typical October around these 
parts, and as we git ready for 
another isshew, it seems the 
local weather forecasters are 
wondering about a tropical 
storm that might find its way 
up here. Jest what we need, 
more rain! Things around my 
area have yet to really dry out, 
and everytime we git a few 
days o’ sunshine, we either git 
night showers, or showers no-
body was expectin’. Needless 
to say the toadstool crop is re-
ally high. Effen it were a cash 
crop, methinks we’d be able to 
pay off our debts and have a 
bit o’ cash on the side.

Around the berg, a big deal 
is being made from the Actors 
Colony about some sidewalks 
being repaired. Normally, 
setch things are a picture here, 
a picture there, but when yore 
in the straits we are in the 
Asylum by the Sea, any good 
news is to be plastered all over 
the pages of any local papa-
yrus. So, everywhere Cobina 
seems to travel, she sees fixed 

sidewalks. Most of ‘em are the 
victim of frost-heaves and/or 
tree roots that have lifted up 
the blocks.

The city is very quick to 
pernt out that the kopecks for 
the various projects are the 
result of finding funds where 
they were hidden in plain 
sight. Evidently, some grants 
or funds were sitting unused 
for a while, and when it was 
found that the money was un-
spent for what it was intend-
ed, they fixed the sidewalks. 
Now, don’t git the impres-
sion every sidewalk in town 
is gonna git fixed. Effen they 
get a percentage of ‘em that 
would be something. Broken 
sidewalks have been a bone o’ 
contention around these parts 
for decades.

~~~
 The wag was around here 

t’other day, and he was not a 
happy camper. He was rather an-
noyed at our senior senator, ole 
Dickey Blumenthal, who likes to 
come down to this little corner of 
the world every chance he gits. 

Y’see ole Richard didn’t have the 
proverbial mirror in his bathroom 
last week when he was castigat-
ing Judge Brett Kavanaugh, and 
a lotta people took offense.

Dickey goes where he ought not 
by askin’ the good judge effen he 
knew the Latin proverb, “Falsis 
in uno, falsis in omnes.” To those 
who didn’t take their high skool 
Latin, it means “Lie in one, lie 
in all.” Our mothers used to say 
that to us another way when we 
were kiddies. “Lie to me once and 
I’ll never trust you again.”

Tennyrate, the irony o’ setch 
a statement from Dickey didn’t 
seem to cross his mind, or effen it 
did, he didn’t notice. Yew remem-
ber that when himself was run-
ning for Senate the foist time, he 
made a big deal about his Vietnam 
War experience. That was OK, 
excep’ he never left state-side. All 
those invocations of his service 
led people to believe he was in the 
thick of it. The only thick he was 
in was his office job.

It wasn’t until somebody de-
cided to look – as one would in 
a political campaign to see effen 
what he sez is true. He was found 
out, and had to make an abjeck 
apology for leading people on. Of 
course, in this state, where Beel-
zebub himself would git elected 
effen he had a D next to his name, 
it didn’t make much difference. 
Blummy won, and we’re stuck 
with him – and that sniveling 
counterpart o’ his, Chris Mur-
phy.

The wag wasn’t impressed, and 
one wonders how many other 
locals had a pang of anger when 

himself decided to be a bit more 
political than normal? I guess 
we’ll never find out. 

~~~
Speaking of politics, Sammy 

Bluejay was about the berg, 
and yew can tell that we’re in 
the last few weeks of a cam-
paign. The press releases in 
the office are getting a big 
more numerous, the commer-
cials on the TV and radio are 
almost non-stop, and as Sam-
my pernted out the lawn signs 
have cropped up jest like the 
aforementioned toadstools.

Yup, this past weekend it 
seems that lawn signs mul-
tiplied all over town as this 
candidate or that are embla-
zoned thereon. Some neigh-
borhoods are plastered with 
them, whilst other go without. 
I guess it’s the way the winds 
blow or somethin’. 

~~~
Nelly Nuthatch was in t’other 

afternoon and wondered effen 
I’d hoid anything from Merlie 
Mae recently, and I had to say I 
hadn’t, unfortunately. Merlie, as 
yew remember, was rescued from 
a fire at her domicile back jest af-
ter school let out, and has been re-
cuperating ever since. Last I hoid 
she was in a convalescent home 
getting therapy, but I ain’t hoid 
much since. Knowin’ that ole 
gal, she is probably got the staff 
in stitches with her one-liners, 
and is probably quoting Dante 
and Shakespeare to them for good 
measure. Effen I hear anything, 
I’ll be sure to let yew know.

~~~

As I told yew last week, the 
superstructure on the new 
high school reconstruction is 
going along on schedule and, 
according to its Building Com-
mittee, under budget. The rea-
son that info is known is that, 
once again, Louise Martone a 
council member, blind-sided 
the School Board during a re-
cent meeting saying the school 
was millions in the red.

To the chagrin of the Build-
ing Commish and the school 
bored, there was no evidence 
other than her statement to 
back it up. Some people call 
this type of announcement – 
done during the public por-
tion o’ the confab – a “hit and 
run.” Yew make yore state-
ment and before anyone has 
a chance to say anything, bolt 
outta the venue.

Now, yew can probably 
mark this up to the faction-
alism that pervades the City 
Council and perty much all 
else in town. Remember, the 
Democratic Party, like all Gall, 
is divided into three parts. Two 
of the parts of any denomina-
tion usually work together 
against the common enemy, 
the third faction. The factions 
skip back and forth every so 
often, just to keep those scor-
ing at home in the mix.

We are getting to the time 
when the next mayoral elec-
tions will be gearing up – just 
after the foist of the year ef-
fen history has anything to 
say – and the high school has 
been the political football that 
has been passed, kicked and 
pitched all over the place since 
it was announced almost 10 
years ago.

Something tells me yew can 
bet another salvo is gonna be 
coming out soon, cuz these 
things tend to come out in 
twos or threes, not one shot. 
Somebody is gonna try to back 
up Louise’s statement, and 
there will be a controversy to 
keep us occupied for a week or 
three. Just wait and see…

~~~
With all this other stuff going 

on, the Charter Revision Com-
mish is still chugging along and 
seems to be working somewhat 
under the radar. How this is ac-
complished is a testament to the 
committee itself. In past attempts 
to revise the city’s charter, much 
of what was talked about was 
bandied about in the press and 
amongst the political class, usu-
ally with one or t’other side mak-
ing it difficult for the panel to 
continue, or poisoning the waters 
so when the recommendations do 
come out, they are nixed by the 
public./

There don’t seem to be much o’ 
that going on, and Cobina thinks 
that is cuz this commish seems a 
bit different than the ones before 
it. 

Mitt luff und kizzez,  
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Gripevine Gripevine By Eleanore TurkingtonBy Eleanore Turkington
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

I have lived in West Haven 
for the past seven years.  I live 
in one of the condos near the 
od Chick’s Restaurant.  The 
city has always maintained the 
grass  and the upkeep of the 
property right in front of the 
beach, that is until this year.  

At least for this part of the 
year, the grass, which is now 
weeds is now knee high and I 
have noticed garbage thrown 
into the grass area.  To be 
specific, it is the area, start-
ing from Stowe’s, and past the 
skate park.

There is a bench, right near 
a tree, which is just about cov-
ered by the grass and people 
are unable to sit on the bench 
to enjoy the view.  It looks 
terrible, and unfortunately, 
someone has taken to cut the 
wooden fence that is on the 
beach, so that it now serves 
as a gate, in which people are 
now utilizing as a way to cut 
into the beach, especially to 
place their grills which are not 
supposed to be there in the 
first place.  

The gate is now an easy way 
to cut to the beach, instead of 
using the main entrance of this 
beach.

Cars are now pulled over, 
unloading the cars, through 
this opening.  But, I do have 
a question, how is it the city 
passes all of this grass and go 
straight into a beautiful, large 
piece of property, to maintain 
that piece of property.  

This piece of property is 
past the old Captain’s Galley.  
I understand, a community 
maintains the flowers there, 
which is wonderful.  

I have documented all of my 
calls, for the past two months, 
to the mayor and Public 
Works, with only promises to 
look into it. 

I understand there have 
been cuts, starting from the 

concerts. But the beach is all 
we have left.

Please look into it for 
me?  

C. Old Chick’s Area
Dear C:

I will be looking for your 
reply when you see an im-
provement here or not within 
the next week or so.  Thank 
you for your diligence in seek-
ing an upgrading here.  West 
Haven taxpayers expect to see 
results of their thousands of 
dollars in tax pay outs each 
year. West Haven beaches are 
a major attraction to the city; 
a wise investment to maintain 
their beauty and comfort for 
residents and visitors.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

I live on Washington Manor.  
A few years ago, either UI or 
the city, decided to come and 
cut down all the pear trees 
on our street. They left the 
stumps resulting in one of 
those stumps leaving branch-
es growing back.  

Unfortunately, this tree 
that is growing back is now 
more like a huge bush that is 
blocking the pathway of the 
sidewalk and also the street.  
In addition, the people who 
live in this house that has this 
tree growing, refused to trim/
shape the tree.

  We can’t see any cars com-
ing until we are literally half-

way out of the driveway into 
the street.  Since the people 
who live in this house refuse 
to do anything about it, I have 
called the city myself since he 
tree is on city property only to 
be told that they would notify 
the tree warden.  

It’s been some time since I 
made the call, with no results.  
Maybe you would have better 
luck?

Can the city please come 
and either cut down the tree 
again or reshape it?

M. Washington Manor
Dear M:

Since you have already noti-
fied the city, let’s allow anoth-
er week to go by to see if you 
will hear from the tree warden. 
Let me know your progress.

Gripe Vine Readers:
You will notice, I have itali-

cized a sentence in each of the 
letters above, to highlight the 
letter writers have already 
contacted the city with no re-
sults. The city has indicated 
they want all complaints to 
be directed to city authorities.  
Obviously, this directive has 
not worked.  

Perhaps we will be sur-
prised.
To Mayor Nancy Rossi:

On behalf of Gripe Vine’s 
thousands of readers, I would 
like your cooperation in hav-
ing the department heads un-
der your leadership, send off 
quick responses to my read-
ers’ gripes. 

Perhaps a resident lives near 
an area that is unsightly, or a 
street where cars are speeding 
permitting a hazardous con-
dition; a prompt, short reply 

indicating the complaint was 
completed or being surveyed 
and worked on would provide 
satisfaction for residents.

In previous administrations, 
city administrators followed 
this procedure. Everybody 
wins. My readers learn their 
complaints are being heard, a 
hazardous , unsightly site is 
cleared, the city is beautified  
and respect is twofold.

Unfortunately, Gripe Vine 
has only heard from three city 
councilmen.  

I was under the impression, 
Mayor Rossi, that my readers 
would be receiving  assistance 
from these individuals. Thank 
you for your anticipated assis-
tance.

And..Councilman Peter V. 
Massaro, referring to a recent 
communication from you: 
thank you for investigating 
any gripes that are forwarded 
to you. Following forward-
ing your investigations to the 
proper department heads, let 
Gripe Vine know the conclu-
sion.  

I will also ask my readers to 
confirm JOB DONE as well. I 
have had too many instances 
when I heard, “I have for-
warded this complaint to the 
proper authorities.” This is 
fine but results still should be 
published.   

However, if you are asked 
to check out an empty lot, as 
it occurred recently, the empty 
lot had been cleaned up prior 
to your visit. Let’s give the 
benefit of doubt when we can.  

Complaints forwarded pre-
viously to the city and no re-
sponse received:

Coleman Street has become 
a main road and traffic speeds.  
Accidents have already oc-
curred here. Readers have 
asked for speed bumps and 
have been told this cannot be 
done. Can increased police 
surveillance be offered at this 
site?

For 14 years we had a trash 
can at the entrance to our 
beach near 1000 Ocean Ave. 
Now it’s gone.

Main Street, near the liquor 
store, cars go flying by here 
even at 1:00 a.m.  Help!

Bad sidewalks on Campbell 
Avenue near the diner. 

Prospect Avenue( reported 
many times) Tarp roof flap-
ping, yard filled with debris.

Gripe Vine Readers:
If you have submitted a 

gripe and it has or has not been 
resolved, following two weeks 
after sending it to me, please 
let me know.  I feel confident (I 
am working diligently) there 
will be city representatives 
checking out your complaints 
and your cooperation will en-
sure positive results.

Readers with comments, 
suggestions or complaints, 
please email them to gripe-
vine4wh@aol.com or fill out 
the coupon next to my col-
umn, use a larger sheet of 
paper if necessary and mail it 
to Gripe Vine 666 Savin Ave . 
Please include your name, ad-
dress and phone number kept 
in strict confidence with me. If 
you prefer to remain anony-
mous to the public, you can 
also include your first initial 
and the neighborhood where 
your complaint is occurring.

TURKINGTON

West Haven's Diamond Center. We can finance your purchase for up to 60 months. Trade ins welcome
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Oil Change Special
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A 3-week psycho-drama
The three-week psycho-drama the nation endured, finally 

ended with confirmation of Brett Kavanaugh to the United 
States Supreme Court,. It was a confirmation that was three 
weeks later than it should have been, and one of the most 
disgraceful political moves ever seen by the public.

After three weeks of uncorroborated, scurrilous, and vile 
allegations a family man, a man who has spent his entire 
working life in the service of this country, was given the po-
sition he was so qualified to receive. But, it was not with-
out the total dismantling of his reputation at the hands of 
Democratic Party operatives, including our own Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal. 

Blumenthal, who became part of the resistance seeking to 
overturn common decency and decorum, showed his unmit-
igated gall and total un-self-awareness by his antics during 
the first Kavanaugh confirmation hearings, and secured his 
shameful actions by attempting to paint Kavanaugh as a liar 
with the Latin dictum, “Falsis in uno, falsis in omnes” This 
coming from a man who built his political career on a lie, 
when he attempted to show himself some type of Vietnam 
War veteran. The man has no shame. He is an embarrass-
ment to the Senate, and, most importantly, the State of Con-
necticut.

The allegations against Kavanaugh, ranging from three to 
five, depending on who’s keeping score, have been readily 
dismantled for the most part. The Ramirez allegation fell 
flat, the bar incident died, and the Swetnick allegation is be-
yond belief. The original allegations made by Dr. Christine 
Blasey Ford, however, are in the process of being dismantled. 
Recent evidence has come to show a coordination between 
herself and a friend, who concocted the original letter. Also, 
texts and emails have been found that shows a collusion be-
tween Senate Democrats and this friend, a former FBI agent, 
who resigned following the Trump election.

Finally, one little-known fact about Ford was Kavanaugh’s 
mother, a judge in her own right, was the presiding official 
during a foreclosure of Ford’s mother’s home back in 1996. 
This further taints the entire episode.

But getting beyond the allegations and the shameful hear-
ings, we also find out that the protestors “working the lines” 
at the Supreme Court and Capitol Building are, in fact, paid 
individuals working in shifts. Indeed, the infamous shout 
down Sen. Jeff Flake of Arizona was handed was by an of-
ficial of a George Soros-funded organization. No grassroots 
protestor was she. Instead, she is a radical globalist working 
for Soros and his gaggle of leftwing organizations.

The psycho-drama the country had to endure was not, in 
the final analysis about Kavanaugh or Ford or, for that mat-
ter, sexual misconduct. It was about the conservative turn 
the court will take after more than 80 years of leftward as-
cendancy. The court turned left right after President Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt attempted to pack the court in 1937. 
From then, the court accommodated Roosevelt’s programs, 
even giving him cover for Japanese resettlement camps in 
the Koramatsu decision. From there it was the Warren Court 
and its successors, with little attempt to rein in the adminis-
trative state.

The game was given away by CNN’s Jim Acosta when in 
one tweet he let the truth slip. Following Sen. Susan Collins’ 
speech supporting Kavanaugh, the news reporter tweeted 
thus: With a single speech, Sen. Collins, announcing her sup-
port for Kavanaugh, has paved the way for a much more con-
servative Supreme Court for the next generation. Abortion 
rights, gay rights, climate change, and health care reform 
could well be impacted for decades to come.

That, in the nutshell, explains why this was so important to 
the left. The programs and rights installed by activist judges 
over the last half-century is threatened. The possibility that 
Roe v. Wade might eventually be overturned, giving it back 
to the states, is one thing. But every leftwing hobby horse is 
mentioned. 

The three week tantrum and the threats of violence come 
because the Democratic Party, its allies in the mainstream 
media, and hardline leftists see Kavanaugh and the new 
makeup of the court as another hurdle in the way of trans-
forming America into the socialist utopia they so desperately 
want.  For decades the courts have been used as a super-leg-
islature to impose where legislation could not enact. That is 
what this was all about. That is why it was so important. That 
is why what they did to Kavanaugh is so evil. 

By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
It’s time for “To Kill a Mock-

ingbird” to give up its trea-
sured place in American cul-
ture.

The 1960 novel by Harper 
Lee was published to instant 
acclaim, has sold more than 30 
million copies and is ubiqui-
tous in high school curricula. 
The 1962 movie version, star-
ring Gregory Peck, is a classic 
in itself and won three Acad-
emy Awards.

But nothing is forever, even 
for a book commonly called 
“timeless.” Lee’s novel is 
deeply out of sympathy with a 
moment when on college cam-
puses, and in the culture more 
broadly, due process isn’t 
what it used to be, when it is 
often thought to be a hateful 
act to insist that allegations of 
sexual misconduct be proven.

A refresher on the story: 
The setting is Depression-era 
Alabama. Small-town lawyer 
Atticus Finch (played by Peck 
in the movie) is unpopular in 
town because he has decided 
to take on the defense of a 
black man named Tom Robin-
son who is accused of rape by 
a young white woman.

And this is where the story, 
in contemporary terms, goes 
off the rails. Atticus Finch 
didn’t #BelieveAllWomen. He 
didn’t take an accusation at 
face value. He defended an al-
leged rapist, vigorously and 
unremittingly, making use of 
every opportunity provided 
to him by the norms of the 
Anglo-American system of 
justice. He did it despite con-
siderable social pressure to 
simply believe the accuser. 

In a gripping courtroom 
scene, Finch cross-examines 
Mayella Ewell, the 19-year-old 
daughter of an abusive drunk 
from a dirt-poor family who is 
Robinson’s accuser. With all 
the vehemence and emotion 
she can muster, Ewell insists 
that Robinson attacked her at 
her house. 

Without mercy, Finch takes 
apart her account. In contem-
porary internet argot, he “de-
stroys” her. He brushes right 
by her tears. He doesn’t care 
about her feelings, only the 
facts. He exposes contradic-
tions in her story and shreds 
her credibility, especially with 
the dramatic revelation that 
Robinson doesn’t have use of 
his left arm when he stands up 
at the defense table (he is al-
leged to have hit her with his 

left hand).
It is revealed that Ewell is 

lying. She had made an ad-
vance on Robinson and got-
ten caught by her vicious, rac-
ist father. The charge of rape 
against Robinson was a cover 
story, although the bigoted 
jury convicts him anyway.

“To Kill a Mockingbird” 
stands firmly for the proposi-
tion that an accusation can be 
false, that unpopular defen-
dants presumed guilty must 
and should be defended, and 
that it is admirable and brave 
to withstand the crowd when 
it wants to cast aside the nor-
mal protections of justice.

Exactly what has made Atti-
cus Finch such an honored fig-
ure in our culture would make 
him a very inconvenient man 

See Lowry, page 9

Finch would be mocked
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Lowry: Finch out
Continued from page 8
at many college campuses today, where charges of sexual mis-

conduct are adjudicated without the accused being allowed to 
confront the accuser or make use of other key features of our 
system of justice. 

He didn’t believe that someone being accused of something is 
enough to establish his wrongdoing.

Atticus Finch is not the man for this moment, but we need 
him, and his reasoned yet unshakable commitment to fairness 
and justice, more than ever.

 Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2018 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Museum looks for vets
The West Haven Veterans Museum will honor men and wom-

en who served in Korea in the “Forgotten War” on Nov. 11 from 
1:30-3:30. As the museum’s annual Special Event, the special 
program will include military and civic leaders, commemora-
tive gifts and a reception sponsored by the University of New 
Haven.  To date, 265 former military have been identified, but 
the Board of Directors believes there are many more to be identi-
fied.  

 Anyone having contact information for Korean War and DMZ 
veterans, living or deceased, is asked to send that information 
to WHVM, 30 Hood Terrace, West Haven, 06516 as soon as 
possible.  Invitations will be sent to the veteran, or to the family 
of those who are deceased.

Continued from page 1
time passed through decades. 
Older family members 
starting passing away with no 
answers.

During the run-up to a 2010 
Flag Day Celebration honor-
ing some World War II vet-
erans, the Ward-Heitmann 
House Museum received a 
packet of newspaper clippings 
from the local Davey family. 

One New Haven Evening 
Register article pictured three 
uniformed GIs and was titled 
“West Haven Buddies Lost In 
Sinking.” It was an image that 
would not be forgotten. In a 
way, it reminded of the five 
Sullivan brothers lost in a ship 
sinking.

Eventually a member of 
Ward-Heitmann House asked 
John Dolan, a friend, to search 
a computer for any informa-
tion available of the incident 
and if there were memorials 
somewhere locally that we 
could visit. John discovered 
that there were distant memo-
rials, one in Alabama, and one 
in Tunisia; but more important 

was the story John Dolan and 
wife, Sue dug up, piece by 
piece. 

To summarize the detail 
in capsule form, our three 
West Haven buddies knew 
each other, joined the service 
together and died together.  
They were mobilized, trained 
as Army Air Corps Aviation 
Engineers (Air Corp “Sea-
bees”) and shipped out.  

They embarked out of a 
Virginia port, joined a large 
convoy (enemy subs were al-
ways a problem).  After a 21 
day voyage, they were excited 
to see land (French Morocco) 
and went ashore for ten days. 
They boarded a different ship, 
the HMT Rohna, on Nov. 23. 
The next day, the Rohna left 
Algerian waters and joined a 
small convoy sailing east. On 
Nov, 25, Thanksgiving Day, 
the troops had canned chicken 
and bread infested with bugs. 
On Nov. 26, after a safety drill, 
an alert sounded and the con-
voy came under an air attack 
by German twin engine bomb-
ers and fighter escorts.

The ship was struck by 
a radio controlled, remote 
controlled air-borne missile 
(someone was later quoted 
(”that the missile age began 
here”); the strike tore a tre-
mendous hole in the Rohna at 
the water- line in the aft sec-
tion.

Power was immediately 
lost and water flooded the aft 
quarter. The ship had 90 min-
utes left afloat. Panic ensued 
but heroism was everywhere, 
in heavy seas and very cold 
water. 

There were not enough life 
rafts and as a consequence 
lives were lost in every direc-
tion. Final totals of American 
deaths were 1,015; this is a 
figure equal to the casualties 
aboard the Arizona lost at 
Pearl Harbor. 

There were more than 900 
survivors. 

In the 853rd Battalion out of 
793 troops, 495 were dead or 
missing.

Families were notified of 
their losses, but details were 
never given. The military au-

thorities did not want the en-
emy to know of their missile’s 
success. 

The Migliore, Cox and Lo-
giodice family among the 1000 
families would never know 
where they died, how many 
died, and how they died.

Between 50 and 60 years lat-
er, survivors (who were sworn 
to secrecy under the threat of 
court martial) and persistent 
people began to gather, ex-
change information and even-

tually formed a Rohna Survi-
vor’s Association.

~~~
In a future follow up, we 

will include our profound 
thanks for those institutions 
and individuals who will be 
working with us to memorial-
ize these casualties and survi-
vors including the Connecti-
cut contingent and our three 
“West Haven buddies;  Paci-
fico A. Migliore, John T. Cox, 
and Pasquale J. Logiodice.” 

Tragedy: 3 pals lost in Rohna sinking

Council enacts Harbor outline
 By Michael Walsh
Special to the Voice
The City Council enacted an ordi-

nance Sept. 10 adopting the city’s first 
Harbor Management Plan.

The new ordinance made West Ha-
ven the 24th municipality in Connecti-
cut to have an adopted plan for harbor 
management, according to David W. 
Killeen, assistant city planner.

The plan will guide the most ap-
propriate uses of the city’s navigable 
waters and intertidal areas for recre-
ational, commercial and conservation 
purposes, Killeen said.

“The city is pleased to join other Con-
necticut coastal communities that have 

taken steps to actively manage their 
harbor areas and shoreline,” Mayor 
Nancy R. Rossi said.

Killeen said the plan outlines goals, 
strategies, policies and recommenda-
tions for the beneficial use and conser-
vation of the West Haven Harbor Man-
agement Area.

The area comprises the navigable 
waters and intertidal areas within the 
city’s municipal jurisdiction on the 
West River, New Haven Harbor, near-
shore Long Island Sound, Old Field 
Creek, and the Cove and Oyster rivers.

The plan, initiated in 2014, was pre-
pared by the Harbor Management 
Commission and its Westport coastal 

consultant, Geoffrey Steadman. The 
process included multiple meetings of 
the commission and public.

As required by state law, the plan 
was reviewed by state and federal 
agencies with jurisdiction over the har-
bor area, including the Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection 
and the Army Corps of Engineers. The 
plan was modified during the process 
to reflect the agencies’ input.

“This is a very important step for the 
city,” commission Chairman Gene L. 
Pacapelli said. “We will now have in-
put to the state and federal agencies 
that are making decisions on struc-
tures and dredging in the city’s navi-

gable waters. Previously, the city had 
no role on those decisions.”

Pacapelli added, “We are extremely 
grateful to our consultant, Geoffrey 
Steadman, who was able to prepare a 
comprehensive plan for us.”

Another key aspect of the plan is that 
it will make the city more competitive 
for grants affecting the Harbor Man-
agement Area, Killeen said.

Earlier this year, the city received a 
grant from the Connecticut Port Au-
thority to evaluate the potential for cre-
ating an improved public boat launch.

See the Harbor Management Plan 
at http://www.cityofwesthaven.com/
DocumentCenter/Index/69.
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 Historian’s corner                                   Historian’s corner                                   By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine
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West Haven’s Earliest Days
Part II
From the booklet “Historic West Haven,” by Lorraine Wood 

Rockefeller:
The earliest beginnings of West Haven are very difficult to fol-

low as the original records are assumed to have been destroyed 
during the British invasion in 1779.  

New Haven and Milford long disputed a purchase of land 
from the Indians on May 20, 1645, both claiming the purchase.  
New Haven, cleared and laid out the original nine squares of 
their city purchased from the Indians and then gave attention 
to the remainder of the land stretching five miles west of the 
Quinnipiac approximately to the Cove River and the foot of Al-
lingtown Hill.  

Land Dispute Ends in 1674
The dispute was finally settled by the State Assembly in 1674, 

when Oyster River was designated the town line.  In 1680 the 
third allotment of New Haven lands included the territory from 
Malbon’s Cove (Cove River) “so along the sea to oister (sic)  riv-
er and thence upward by Milford Line until they come at least 
halfe a mile above ye round hills…and thence to turn eastward 
and lay out unto ye Mill River.”

West Haven was then a section of land with shore flats of wild, 
coarse marsh grass with the sea sweeping into many tiny coves 
to join the fresh sweet water brooks which offered sanctuary to 
mink, muskrat and beaver, and the land gradually rising into 
thickly wooded hills.  Before the arrival of the white man, the 
Indians had a settlement at Wigwam Neck on Wigwam Creek, 
not far from the location of our present Green.  These untouched 
acres offered great promise to the newcomers.

Hard to imagine now, but true, before the early Dutch traders 
came to buy furs and hides at Sandy Point on the West Bank of 
West River, a huge shell heap had accumulated from the oyster 
and clam shells left by Schagticoke, Podunk and Tunxis Indians 
on their shore trips to feast on shellfish.

To Be Continued.
When Quinnipiac was settled, there was much to do. Very quickly settlers erected a church, 

town, and began life in what was to become New Haven.

Submitted Photo

Attend summit 
Recently four members of the West 

Haven Mock Trial Team students, 
Chloe Hummel, Gabby DePino, 
Lydia Abraham and Rua Osman met 
with the Parkland High School stu-
dents for a gun violence summit at 
the Yale law school.
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Senior Center turns half-century
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
 Mayor Nancy R. Rossi and 

members of the city’s General 
Assembly delegation honored 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Allingtown and West Haven 
senior centers with fitting trib-
utes during a luncheon Sept. 
26 at the Cielo Banquet Ball-
room.

Rossi presented a procla-
mation declaring the centers’ 
golden anniversary to Elder-
ly Services Director Sharon 
R. Mancini in the company 
of more than 200 members, 
board officers, staff and vol-
unteers gathered in the Chase 
Lane banquet hall.

Reading the proclamation, 
Rossi said, “Since 1968, our se-
nior centers have empowered 
older residents by providing 

them with quality services 
to stay active and healthy, to 
continue learning, and to stay 
connected with friends and 
community members.”

Mancini, who has managed 
the centers for a quarter cen-
tury, said they merged in June 
2015 to form the Allingtown/
West Haven Senior Center on 
the second floor of the Robert 
A. Johnson Noble Community 
Center, 201 Noble St.

“We now have one unified 
senior center, building on 
the past to create new begin-
nings,” Mancini said.

Mancini received a Gen-
eral Assembly citation mark-
ing the occasion from state 
Reps. Dorinda Borer, D-West 
Haven, Charles J. Ferraro, R-
West Haven, and Michael A. 
DiMassa, D-West Haven, on 

behalf of the delegation. She 
also received a City Council 
citation from Chairman Ron-
ald M. Quagliani, D-at large, 
and Councilwoman Robbin 
Watt Hamilton, D-5, on behalf 
of the council.

Members of both senior cen-
ters observed the milestone by 
dancing to the music of Vinnie 
Carr, who received a citation 
from Rossi for “providing mu-
sical entertainment for more 
than 40 years” for the centers.

The four-hour, afternoon 
event included congratulatory 
remarks from city Human Re-
sources Commissioner Beth 
A. Sabo, who oversees the De-
partment of Elderly Services. 
Sabo has been a city employee 
since 1977.

The West Haven Senior Cen-
ter traces its beginning in 1968 
to the First Congregational 
Church of West Haven on 
the downtown Green. A year 
later, space was made avail-
able in the basement of the 
then-newly built City Hall, 355 
Main St., where the center op-
erated until November 2003. 
It moved to the Johnson Com-
munity Center on Dec. 1, 2003.

The Allingtown Senior Cen-
ter began in Allingtown fire 
headquarters, 20 Admiral St., 
before moving in 1977 to the 
Allingtown Community Cen-
ter, 1 Forest Road, where it re-
mained until June 2015.

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Vinnie Carr is presented with a citation from Mayor Nancy 
R. Rossi for “providing musical entertainment for more than 
40 years” for the Allingtown and West Haven senior centers. 

Historical Society plans bus tour
The West Haven Historical Society is sponsoring a bus tour of 

“Historic West Haven” on Sunday Oct. 14.  The bus will depart 
at 2 p.m. from the Poli House 686 Savin Ave., opposite the West 
Haven Green.  The tour is scheduled to return at 3:30 at the same 
location. 

     The excursion will take in various locations throughout the 
city starting with the places that remind people of the important 
ship building industry and the east side waterfront area, the his-
toric Savin Rock shorefront,  followed by a view of the Aimes 
Point neighborhood, concluding with a look at the oldest and  
newest sections of the West Shore district.

 Tickets are $5 for adults and $2 for Children 12 and under.  
Anyone interested must call the Historical Society (203) 932-
0088 for reservations.  Seating is limited and reservations are 
required. Payment may be made the day of the tour at the Poli 
House. 

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Elderly Services Director Sharon R. Mancini, right, receives 
a proclamation from Mayor Nancy R. Rossi recognizing the 
50th anniversary of the senior centers.



Page 12 WEST HAVEN VOICE - OCTOBER 11, 2018



 WEST HAVEN VOICE - OCTOBER 11, 2018 Page 13

The soccer team loses close 
contest to cross town West Ha-
ven and the Green Knights add 
a former ACC swimmer to its 
swim team coaching staff in a 
light week of Notre Dame ath-
letics due to the SCC bye week 
for football and cross country 
not running in any meets.

Soccer -- Matthew Consorte 
scored a goal to pull Notre 
Dame within 2-1 against cross-
town rival West Haven with 12 
minutes left in the game. Un-
fortunately, the Green Knights 
couldn’t get the equalizer and 
then Mother Nature ended 
the game early as West Haven 
swept the season series with 
a 2-1 win on Oct. 2. Aldo Bar-
ragan and Matthew Ffrench 
scored a goal in each half for 
the Blue Devils. Notre Dame 
then lost to Branford, 8-0, on 
Friday, Oct. 5. 

They have two games this 
week hosting New Haven 
schools Cross and Hillhouse/
Career.

Swimming -- The Notre 
Dame of West Haven swim 

team has added a former all-
state swimmer and captain 
of the University of Virginia 
swim team to its coaching 
staff. 

Eric Holden, who was hired 
as the Green Knights physi-
cal education teacher in the 
summer, now has an added 
responsibility as he will join 
the Notre Dame Swim Team 
coaching staff as the Associ-
ate Head Coach joining Head 
Coach Mike O’Brien, and As-
sistant Coach Chris Smith  for 
the upcoming season.

“We are thrilled that Eric 
will join our swim team coach-
ing staff,” said Notre Dame 
Athletic Director Jason Shea. 
“His accomplishments in the 
pool speak for themselves. He 
will be a great compliment to 
our current coaching staff and 
will bring a ton of experience 
to our current team members.”

“I am beyond excited to 
be working with the Notre 
Dame swim and dive team 
this season,” said Holden. “I 
am looking forward to being 

back in the competitiveness of 
the SCC Conference and to be 
coaching such a hard-working 
team. Notre Dame has such 
a rich tradition of success in 
swimming, and I am happy to 
be a part of it.”

Holden, who starred locally 
at Amity High School, gradu-
ated from the University of 
Virginia in 2017 with a com-
bination Masters of Teaching 
and bachelors of Science in 
Education. He spent last year 
as a Paraeducator in the Spe-
cial Education Department 
at Osborn Hill Elementary 
School in Fairfield before join-
ing Notre Dame this academic 
year.

In the pool, Holden was 
a member of the 2013 ACC 
Championship Team and 
competed on the Virginia 
2014-15 and 2015-16 ACC title 
teams. His time in the 200-
yard breaststroke (1:57.66) is 
10th all-time in UVA history. 
He received the 2015 Brooke 
Maury Swimming Award for 
leadership, competitive spirit 

and unselfishness in the inter-
est of the UVA Athletics De-
partment.

A four-year all-state selec-
tion at Amity and USA Swim-
ming Scholastic All-American, 
Holden was a three-time Con-
necticut State Open Champion 
in the 100 breaststroke. He was 
also a two-time MVP selection 

by the New Haven Register as 
well as Amity’s Male Athlete 
of the Year as a senior.

You can get all the latest ath-
letic news, scores, and more 
by following @NDWHAth-
letics on Twitter, Instagram, 
YouTube, and Periscope while 
frieNDing the @NDWHAth-
letics Facebook group. 

Former Amity and University of Virginia swimmer Eric 
Holden joins Notre Dame coaching staff.

Holden joins ND swimming staff

Photo by Russ McCreven

Big squeeze
West Haven’s Julia  Walk-

er (8) puts the squeeze on North 
Haven’s Katie Chieffo in last 
week›s game at Ken Strong 
Stadium.  The Blue Dev-
ils could not stop an Indian 
comeback and had to settle 
for a 1-1 stalemate. See how 
West Haven’s teams fared last 
week on page 14.
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Photo by Russ McCreven

Going the other way
Alexia Guerra (22) stops a North Haven pass.  The Westies tied North Haven, 1-1, and await 

a rematch with Lauralton Hall Friday night at Strong Stadium.

Soccer teams string  3 victories
The West Haven boys soccer team has strung together three 

straight wins to improve its record to 5-5 on the season. After 
defeating Lyman Hall the previous week, the Blue Devils faced 
the Notre Dame Green Knights on Tuesday afternoon on the 
new turf at Veteran’s Field. 

The Westies struck first with a goal off the foot of Aldo Bar-
ragan to make it 1-0 7:36 into the game. That score held head-
ing into halftime and the arrival of torrential rain for the second 
half. In the second half, the Blue Devils took advantage of an op-
portunity in front of the Notre Dame net when several players 
converged on the ball and Matt Ffrench was able to get the ball 
across the goal line 9:45 into the half for a 2-0 lead. 

The Green Knights would not go away though and Matt Con-
sorte found the back of the net for Notre Dame with 12:10 re-
maining in the game to cut the lead to 2-1. The game was stopped 
with 5:40 remaining due to lightning in the area as the rain con-
tinued. After about an hour delay, the game was resumed and 
the Westies held on to the 2-1 victory. Nash Noble made eight 
saves between the pipes to preserve the victory for West Haven.

On Friday evening, the boys headed to Milford to battle the 
Foran Lions. The Blue Devils got goals from Javier Yanez, Matt 
Ffrench and Derek Meza to defeat the Lions 3-1 and get back to 
a .500 record. This week, the Westies will face the 10-0 and #1 
ranked Fairfield Prep Jesuits on Friday at 3:45 at Rafferty Sta-
dium.

The girls soccer team had been rolling with three, consecu-
tive shutout wins but, its streak came to an end with a 3-0 loss 
to the Sacred Heart Academy Sharks on Wednesday afternoon. 
On Friday evening, the Westies hosted the North Haven Indians 
and struck early when Kelsey Gilmore found the back of the 
net just 3:24 into the game for the 1-0 lead. The score remained 
the same until the Indians got even with a goal with 27:50 left 
in the game. Both teams had chances the rest of the way but, 
they would settle for the 1-1 tie. Mackenzie Gardner made eight 
saves in goal for West Haven.

This week, the girls traveled to take on the Guilford Indians 
on Tuesday and will host the Lauralton Hall Crusaders on Fri-
day at 7.

The volleyball team, after dropping five matches in a row, 
have now won four matches in a row to get back to a .500 record 
at 6-6 on the season. On Wednesday, the Westies defeated the 
Lyman Hall Trojans, 3-2 (25-21, 14-25, 21-25, 25-21, 15-10). After 
trailing, 13-2, in the first game, the Blue Devils rallied to grab 
the victory. The girls struggled in games two and three before 
digging deep to take the last two games for the victory. Noelle 
Noble had 10 digs and six kills, Irene Ronan had 10 kills and 
four aces, Giliana Santaniello had 15 assists, six digs, and four 
kills and Nancy Tapia had 13 digs to lead West Haven.

On Thursday, the Westies swept the Sacred Heart Academy 
Sharks, 3-0,  and on Friday evening, the Blue Devils won their 
fourth in a row with a 3-0 sweep of the Hillhouse Academics.

This week, the girls traveled to Woodbridge to face the Amity 
Spartans on Wednesday and visit the Wilbur Cross Governors 
on Friday at 5:30.

The football team, after enjoying its bye week, will travel to 
Madison to take on the undefeated and #3 ranked Hand Tigers 
at the Surf Club at 7.

Submitted Photo

Ethan Holy (21) runs the ball and scored two fourth quarter 
touchdowns in the Seahawks 19-15 win. See page 16.
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WestieBlue.com

For all your West Haven sports, visit 
www.westieblue.com

Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni 

Photos     Videos     Player of the Week     WH Championship teams
Future Westies     Alumni     Hall of Fame WH News and Notes

Team Leaders     Statistics     Coaches Information     Coaches Corner 
And more 

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site 
Contact Mike Madera 

Phone: (203) 530-1322 
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com 

Soccer teams compete in WHIT
The West Haven Youth Soc-

cer League hosted the annual 
West Haven Invitational Tour-
nament, the WHIT, this past 
weekend.  Celebrating its 10th 
anniversary, the West Haven 
travel teams all did well this 
year in their home tourna-
ment.  

The U-12 boys played their 
first game against Branford.  
The Westies came out strong, 
dominating possession and 
putting face goals past their 
opponents, finishing 5-1. The 
second game was against 
Hamden, and again the boys 
looked great. They moved the 
ball fluidly, creating scoring 
chances, and winning 5-0.  On 
Sunday, the boys played their 
third game of the tournament 
against Guildford. It was a wet 
morning and the mud impact-
ed the game.  It took the team 
some time to get going, but 
when they did, they looked 
their usual dominant selves, 
winning, 4-2.  Going 3-0 put 
the Westies into the champi-
onship game against Walling-
ford.  West Haven came out 
strong defensively and took 
advantage of the chances they 
were given.  The Westies won 
the final 3-0, and repeated as 
champions.

The Elite Soccer Camps U-12 
Lightning girls went unde-
feated at the WHIT this year.  
They opened up the tourna-
ment against a strong and 
aggressive Naugatuck team.  
The Lightning won, 3-0, be-
hind the strong defense of An-
nabelle Pascreta, Sophie Ma-
zuroski, Adelicia Parise and 
Niamh Chesson.  The Light-
ning continued their strong 
play in their second game on 
Saturday, defeating Branford, 
4-0.  Ciara Harp and Alex-
andria Nunes scored, while 
Aylin Soto and Taylor Guarino 
added to the attack.  In game 
three on Sunday, the Light-
ning played their West Ha-
ven club mates, the Thunder, 
with the Lightning winning, 

5-0.  Jaylyn Powell buried the 
ball into the back of the net, 
and Etta Funke and Llyanna 
Griffith-Waite worked hard 
in the midfield.  Going 3-0 
matched the Lightning against 
Milford in the final on Sunday 
afternoon.  The game went 
back and forth early, with Isa-
bella Eyler just missing the net 
for Milford.  The Lightning 
went into the half leading 1-0, 
with the help of the passing 
and movement off the ball of 
Ashlynn Trenchard and Molly 
Gunning.  

The Lightning scored three 
more in the second half to take 
the championship in the 4-0.  
Tournament MVP’s Chloe 
Whelan and Kayla Burt were 
stellar the entire weekend 
at center back (Whelan) and 
goalie (Burt), making sure the 
Lightning did not give up a 
goal the whole weekend.

The U-12 Thunder girls 
overall had a strong tourna-
ment performance consid-
ering much of the team are 
U-11s. On Saturday the girls 
had a very good game against 
Branford, after being 3-0 down 
at the half the girls came out 
fighting and created chances 
straight from the kick off. Their 
hard work was rewarded with 
two goals. The Thunder had 
two great chances at the end 
of the game, but could not find 
the third goal to tie the game. 
The second game the girls had 
a very good game against Mil-
ford and went 2-0 down early, 
but kept playing hard and 
they were able to shut down 
Milford the rest of the game. 

On Sunday the girls had a 
tough game against West Ha-
ven U-12 Lightning, losing to 
the eventual champions, 5-0, 
although the game was closer 
than the score suggested. The 
final game of the tournament 
the girls played a hard fought 
game against Naugatuck, with 
the first half ending 0-0. Nau-
gatuck came out strong in the 
second half, scoring an early 

goal.  The Thunder were able 
to settle down and controlled 
most of the game after that. 
With four minutes left in the 
game, the Thunder found the 
goal and tied the score at 1-1. 
Overall the girls had a great 
tournament that ended on a 
well deserved tie.

The U-10 girls went unde-
feated in the tournament as 
well. In their first game against 
North Haven, the Westie’s 
squeaked by with a 4-3 win. 
Goals were scored by Amiyah 
Jones, Madison Gargiulo and 
Michelle Mora-Cyrus. The 
winning goal was scored by 
Lexi Lucas to end the game 
with the Westies on top.  The 
second game showcased some 
great defense and kept South-
ington from scoring. With a 
7-0 finish, Madison Gargiulo, 
Marcy Funke, Kayci Gayle, 
Lexi Lucas, Amiyah Jones and 
Lia Powers all scored.  The 
Westies third game saw them 
take on the West Haven U=9 
travel team. They had a great 
battle with their younger 
teammates. In the final game, 
the Westies shut out Hamden 
in a 7-0 win. Goals were scored 
by Kayci Gayle, Madison Gar-
giulo, Marcy Funke with two 
goals each by Camilla Murphy 
and Kaylee Pellino.

The Elite Soccer Camps U-15 
girls also won their division 
this year.  The girls started 
off slow, losing to North Ha-
ven 1-0 in their opening game 
Saturday morning.  Despite 
giving up the goal, the de-
fense was solid behind Neve-
ah Swanson, Celia Williams, 
Camryn Flaherty, Cynthia 
Burns and Melissa Tsakonas.  
The girls bounced back in 
their second game, defeating 
the other West Haven team 
in their bracket, 5-0.  Ariana 
Izzo and Brooke Flaherty 
scored, and Ava Murphy and 
Brooke Throm were solid in 
the midfield.  Sophia Derosa 
and Cassie Wadeka held the 
shutout, with Wadeka scoring 

a goal of her own. On Sunday, 
the girls took on Cheshire, 
winning 6-1.  Alyvia Ginsberg, 
Josephina Lakaj, and Isabelle 
Nagle all starred.  In game 4 
on Sunday, the Westies found 
themselves in a must-win 
game against Wallingford, 
with a spot in the finals on the 
line.  The girls came out strong 
from the get-go, with Brooke 
Flaherty scoring the opening 
goal early in the game.  Olivia 
Trenchard broke up a num-
ber of Wallingford attacks in 
the midfield, and passed well 
to start the counter.  Camryn 
Beauvais also scored, with the 
Westies winning 3-0 and guar-
anteeing a trip to the final and 
eliminating Wallingford.  In 
the final, the girls found them-
selves in a rematch against 
North Haven.  The game went 
into double overtime, with the 
breakthrough coming with 
only two minutes left in the 

game when Emma Walker hit 
a perfectly timed pass to Julia 
Tsakonas.  With only the goal-
ie to beat and time running 
out, Tsakonas calmly slipped 
the ball into the lower corner 
and gave the Westies the win 
and the championship.

Despite playing in a U-10 
bracket, the West Haven U-9 
girls played strong and with 
confidence. They faced tough 
competition from Hamden, 
North Haven and the U10 
West Haven team. Through-
out all these games the U-9’s 
never gave up and won their 
last game against Southing-
ton, 1-0. Alivia Reilly and Lulu 
Sebas played strong in goal, 
while Jayda Ciilberti, Arianna 
Throm and Sophia Locklear 
had a strong defensive pres-
ence. Leenie Chesson, Finley 
Gunning and Sophia Empiric 
all had goals throughout the 

See Soccer, page  16
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Bus Departs from
Poli House at 2:00 PM 

Cost $5 for adults
$2 for children under l2

Call 203-932-0088 for reservations, seating is Limited

The Junior Peewee team im-
proved its record to 5-1 and 
a three way tie for first place 
with an exciting 19-15 win 
over the New Haven Steelers. 
Quarterback Nick Conlon ran 
for a first half touchdown and 
connected with Kieandre Ly-
man for two extra points. 

The Seahawks entered the 
fourth quarter trailing the 
Steelers 15-6. Ethan Holy was 
on a roll scoring two touch-
downs in the final quarter to 
bring the Seahawks back for 
the win. The defense was led 
by Holy, Caden Stanley and 
Anthony Dorsi who had an in-
terception. 

The Junior Peewees (5-1) 
will show down with the 
Stratford Redskins (5-1) on 
Saturday at 1 at Veterans Field 

with first place in the division 
on the line. 

The flag football team (5 & 
6 Year olds) traveled to play 
the Danbury Trojans and were 
led by standouts Jaden Spell, 
Kahill Tomlinson, Aiden 
Dowdye and Jaxson Ryan. The 
flag team will host Ansonia at 
8 on Sunday morning at Vet-
erans Field. The Junior Varsity 
team lost a competitive game 
with New Haven, 18-7. Quar-
terback Dylan Whitlow con-
nected with Donovan Davis 
for the Seahawk score. Whit-
low passed to Tyrell Mosley 
for the extra point conversion. 
Amber Militrano led special 
teams with two onside kicks 
and recoveries. The defense 
was anchored by Fredrick 
Nagbe and Trevor Tompkins 

with 10 tackles. 
The Peewee team fell to New 

Haven, 36-0. 
The Unlimited team trav-

eled to Hamden and lost to a 
very talented Hurricane team, 
30-0. The hawk offense was 
led by the hard running of 
Hannah Burrows, Matteao Pe-
truzziello and Christian Lew-
is. The Mighty Mite team had 
a bye week and will return to 
action this week. 

The Cheerleaders traveled 
to the New Haven Fieldhouse 
to compete in the State Cheer-
leading Competition against 
the Northern Pop Warner 
Conference.  The West Haven 
cheer squads excelled with ex-
hibitions on the Tiny Mite (5 
& 6) and challenger level. The 
Lady Hawks came away with 

four state championships on 
the Mighty Mite (7-9), Peewee 
game day, Peewee competi-
tion and Junior Varsity game 
day routines. 

The cheerleaders move onto 
the conference championships 
this Saturday at the New Ha-
ven Field House.

The Seahawks will host 
Stratford at Veterans Field this 
Saturday beginning at 1 with 
the Mighty Mite team playing 
on Sunday morning at 10. 

Soccer
Continued from page 15
weekend. Hailey Dargon and 
Kylie Gibbons used great 
foot skills throughout the 
tournament. The girls had fun 
and continue to improve.

The U-11 boys had a success-
ful weekend at the WHIT.  The 
Westies first game was against 
Amity.  They controlled the 
pace of the game and scored 
three unanswered goals to win 
the game, 3-0. Their second 
game on Saturday was against 
Cheshire.  West Haven put up 
five goals and goalie Miacon 
Miguel earned another shut-
out.  On Sunday the Blue Dev-
ils played Branford to another 
shutout winning the game, 
3-0. The final game of regular 
tournament play was against 
Naugatuck.  

The Westies gave up their 
first two goals of the tourna-
ment, but fought back to a 2-2 
tie giving the Westies a 3-0-
1 first-round record with 11 
goals for and 2 against.  The fi-
nal game was against the same 
Branford team from earlier in 
the day. Branford went up two 
goals in the first half.  

West Haven scored on a 
penalty kick. They had several 
chances but came up short los-
ing in the finals, 2-1.

The U-15 boys team started 
off slow but as the tournament 
went on they picked up steam 
and never looked back.  Their 
first game was a 5-2 loss to 
Seymour.  The Westies came 
back a few hours later to play 
Stratford and won their first 
game of the tournament, 6-1. 
Sunday morning the Westies 
played Cheshire and won to 
advance into the finals against 
the same Seymour team from 
the previous day.  The Westies 
came out flying and pressured 
the ball from the opening 
whistle, putting Seymour on 
their heels.  The game was tied 
until late in the game when 
Andrew Bello-Medel headed a 
ball crossed into to the box to 
give the Westies the lead and 
the tournament champion-
ship beating Seymour when it 
counted,  3-2.

Seahawks’ Peewees take 19-15 win

Submitted Photo

 Kicker Amber Militrano (1) 
kicks one of her two onside 
kicks recovered by the Se-
ahawks. West Haven fell 18-7 
to the New Haven Steelers.

Every game
Every week

Voice sports
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 Around  TownAround  Town

Used Book Sale
 The First Congregational 

church, 464 Campbell Ave., 
will host its monthly Used 
Book Sale, White Elephant, 
Clothes Closet and SERRV 
Shop on Saturday, Oct. 20, 
from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m.  There 
will be a large selection of 
books, including many chil-
dren’s books, clothing and 
household articles at low pric-
es and article made by refu-
gees from around the world 
which have been greatly re-
duced.   

St. Anne Mass
On Wednesday, Oct. 17, 

Devotions and Holy Mass in 
Honor of Saint Anne will be 
celebrated in St. Lawrence 
Church, 207 Main St. at 7 
p.m.  The Rev. Guy Desro-
chers, C.Ss.R., from the shrine 
of Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupre, 
Quebec, will officiate at the 
Devotions and Holy Mass in 
honor of Saint Anne,  followed 
by a light reception in the St. 
Lawrence school gym, hosted 
by the St. John XXIII Ladies 
Guild.  All are invited.  For in-
formation, call St. John XXIII 
Parish Office at (203) 934-5249. 

Rosary Rally
A public square Rosary Ral-

ly will be held Saturday, Oct. 
13,at noon, on the West Haven 
Green, gazebo area, corner of 
1 Campbell Ave. and Church 
Streets. 

The Rev. Jose Mercado will 
lead the prayers.  For informa-
tion contact Eva Cestari (203) 
933-7141

Chili Cook-off
The First Lutheran Church, 

52 George St., is sponsoring its 
annual Chili Cook-off on Sat-
urday, Oct. 27 from 2- 5 p.m. A 
Chili Tasting Kit costs $5 and 
you can tast and judge dif-
ferent entries. Those looking 
to place a chili recipe in the 
contest should call Kyla, (203) 
859-2088. The entry fee is $10.

Annual Breakfast
The West Haven Irish-

American Club is hosting 
its annual fundraiser for the 
scholarship fund at Apple-
bee’s, Orange. The pancake 
breakfast is scheduled for Sat-
urday, Nov. 10, from 8-9:45 
a.m. Tickets are $5 for a full 
breakfast, including juice and 
coffee. Call Charlie at (203) 
934-9740 for information.

I-A October events
The West Haven Italian-

American Civic Association 
has scheduled two events for 
October. On Saturday, Oct. 20, 
it will host a combined 60th 
Anniversary and Italian Night 
Dinner Dance with full din-
ner fenu and open bar at 85 

Chase Lane at 6:30. Dance mu-
sic is by Vinny Carr from 8 to 
12. Tickets are $45 per person. 
Call Bob or Ellen Marrazzi at 
(203) 933-7740. 

The second event is a Hal-
loween Doo Wop Dance on 
Saturday, Oct. 27 at 7. Music 
is by Dave the DJ till 12. Free 
beer, wine or soda. Cash bar 
for mixed drinks. BYO Snacks! 
Coffee And at 11. Tickets: $20 
per person. Call Lou at (203) 
934-3339 or (203) 464-1976 or 
Ben at (203) 933-4423 by Oct. 
23

Senior Center trip
The West Haven Senior Cen-

ter is off ering the following 
trip: Foxwoods Casino Tues-
day, Nov. 27, to see “Legends 
Concert”: Tickets cost is $25 

per person for casino only or 
casino and Legends show, $52.  
Bus leaves Savin Rock Confer-
ence Center at 8:15 a.m. “Leg-
ends” features Elvis, Michael 
Jackson, Whitney Houston, 
David Bowie, George Michael 
and The Blues Brothers, a 90 
minute fantastic show!   Trip 
includes a bonus for everyone 
on the bus, a free buff et meal 
or $10 Food Voucher and $10 
slot play.  Payment due by 
Nov. 2.  

Flyers with details for this 
trip are available at the offi  ce 
West Haven Senior Center 201 
Noble St. or call (203) 937-3507 
for more information.

F. Senior trips
F Seniors and Friends has 

a trip planned for the new 
year: A trip to Atlantic City is 

planned for Jan. 2-4 at Resorts 
Casino. It includes four meals, 
$20 in slot play and two shows. 
Price is $229 per person.

For booking, call Fred at 
(203) 389-5808 or (203) 927-
4249.

Al-Anon group
An Al-Anon meeting group 

invites new members to at-
tend its weekly meetings on 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in 
the First Lutheran Church, 52 
George St. For information 
and details, call (203) 506-
1464.

Loans offered
The Seth Haley Memorial 

Loan Fund of West Haven pro-
vides eligible college students 
with loans of up to $2500 to 

help students finish their post 
high school education. 

Applicants must be West 
Haven residents who have 
completed two or more years 
of college or post-secondary 
work or be in their final two 
years of advanced work. Any 
West Haven resident attend-
ing college or a post high 
school professional, technical 
or trade school can be eligible 
for a loan. 

Repayments do not begin, 
and no interest will be charged 
until one year after gradua-
tion. 

If you are interested in mak-
ing an application for a loan, 
please Gert Beckwith at (203) 
934-6921, or  Ralph Lawson, 
(203) 934-6442 or write to 170 
Ivy St.



bsg BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

Best Prices
In Town

Best Prices
In Town

184 Campbell Ave 203-934-3100
West Haven, CT 06516 emmettsautoct.com

GB Masonry
Stone Walls * Sidewalks * Pavers

Chimneys * Brickwork * Flagstone
Stone Siding * Stucco

Fully Insured -- Quality Work!
17 years Experience

Jimmy-- 203-206-1159
gbmasonrystone@gmail.com

10% Off
For Military, Seniors & UNH Students

Houses & Decks • Deck Staining
Patios & Flag Stones • Fences

BBB Member

PRESSURE WASHING
LINDSAY'S

Cell: 203.915.6546 Insured
Call Buddy

Hamden, CT
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?

Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,

And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience

Friendly service.

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing. 
Insured. Free estimates. Call 
(203) 506-9384.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street 
parking, Use of penthouse meet-

ing room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview. 

(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 301

HOME REPAIR
40-years experience in home 

build and repair. Decks, patios, 
bathrooms, tiling, siding, fram-
ing, windows, remodels, kitch-
ens and more. (646) 269-7366. 
Licensed.

FOR SALE
1997 Honda Accord LX. $650 

or best offer. New transmission, 
needs distributor. 203-927-7511 

or 203-906-0896. 

SITUATIONS WANTED
Caregiver/Compainion/Home-

maker. Live-in. Over 10 years 
experience. (203) 314-6424. Can 
provide transportation.

FOR RENT

West Haven—Room for 
rent. Near bus line, VA Hosp. 
Security and ref. $120/week. 
(203) 467-1234. 

FOR RENT
Orange Landing – Large 

two BR condo, two full bath-
rooms, w/w carpeting. Large 
living room, with sliding door 
onto deck. Full kitchen. Rent 

includes h/hw. $1400/month, 
one mo. Security. Call Richard, 
(203) 932-1832.

FOR RENT
West Haven-2BR, 2nd Floor.

Conveniently located. Immedi-
ate occupancy. (203) 934-7838.

FOR RENT
Share apartment. Large new-

ly furnished bedroom. Internet, 
cable. Off-street parking.  Bus 
route starts on corner. Smoker 
OK. Light housework available. 
$120/week. Call Ron, 203-907-
6993.

TAG SALE 
Saturday, 8am-3pm, at 250 

Ocean Avenue—furniture, 

glassware, artwork, holiday 
decorations and more! Rain 
date Sunday. Please no early 
birds!

SITUATIONS WANTED
House-cleaning. Reliable 

woman with refrences toclean 
houses or offices. Moving in or 
out. If interested, call Patricia, 
(203)982-8239.  

PIANO LESSONS
Play fine music well! Piano 

lessons in your home since 
1992. Beginners welcome. Deti-
als. Fall openings

     Classifieds     Classifieds

Grassy Hill Auctions

Always Buying

Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments

(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone

& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken

or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &

MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old

Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &

Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,

Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,

Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,

Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical

Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial

Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney

Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,

Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk

Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern

Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,

Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…

& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore 
Owners 

(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com
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