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 Emmie Fortier, age 
2, a student at the 
West Haven Child 
Development Cen-
ter, Inc., sees cooler 
weather in the fore-
cast.

BOE approves tech bids for WHHS
By Josh LaBella
Voice Reporter
The Board of Education voted unan-

imously to approved bids on furnish-
ing and technology for the remodeling 
of West Haven High School. The bids 
are valued at approximately $3 million 
and $2.2 million, respectively.

Ken Carney, who is in charge of 
overseeing the renovations for the city, 
introduced a team representing Anti-
nozzi Associates, the company carry-
ing out the renovations. Carney said 
they were there to discuss the bid cov-
ering furniture and equipment for the 
high school. He said the board’s ap-
proval of this phase was just one step 
in completing the project.

“The way the state works is the 
building committee has to approve 
the package, the Board of Education 
has to approve the package,” said Car-
ney, “and then the state will review the 

package and allow us to go out to bid 
to keep our schedule. That’s why we’re 
here tonight.”

Mike Losasso, the architect from An-
tinozzi Associates who designed the 
remodel, said the meeting was a par-
ticularly happy moment for them. He 
said it was the fourth of the four proj-
ect stages in the remodel.

“This is a huge milestone for us,” 
said Losasso. “This is really the last 
part of the project.”

Losasso said the company tried to 
structure the bid in a way that was 
most advantageous for the city from a 
financial standpoint. 

He discussed a plan to add an exten-
sion to the C-wing of the high school 
and the price differences between the 
bid with and without that represented. 

“As you can see from the furniture 
numbers,” said Losasso, “the differ-
ence as to whether we do the C- wing 

extension or not is relatively negligible 
given the overall project cost.”

The difference in the original bid and 
the bid which included the C- wing ex-
tension was $60,984. James Morrissey, 
a member of the board, said he shared 
the concerns of some parents and 
wanted to ensure the safety of the staff 
and students when it came to the pro-
cess of asbestos removal.

Carney said due to the concerns of 
the parents, the project added addi-
tional testing “to the tune of tens of 
thousands of dollars.” He said it was 
beyond what they would have usually 
done.

“In every single case without excep-
tion,” said Carney, “we have not seen 
asbestos released into the school. We 
can’t find it.”

Once the bids were approved, Car-
ney said it was another example of the 
board of education showing support 

for the project. 
“Part of the reason this project is so 

successful is because the board of edu-
cation is so supportive of it,” said Car-
ney. “They’ve been nothing but profes-
sional. They asked the right questions. 
They support it. It makes our jobs a lot 
easier.”

Rosemary Russo, the chairwoman of 
the board, said the vote went as she ex-
pected it to. 

She said she was originally a bit sur-
prised that the representatives were 
not sure if the C-wing extension would 
be built or not. 

 “I feel reassured that it’s going to 
work out fine,” said Russo. “I really 
appreciated Ken (Carney) again and 
Jim Morrissey’s question about the 
asbestos because I think that’s really a 
hot issue right now and I think people 
need to be reassured. So I was happy 
that that came up.” 

City teen urges us, ‘Don’t Waste Haven’
Group hopes to enlist young people in effort

Submitted Photo

Nineteen-year-old Jake Tiffany found out that getting involved in one’s community has its 
own rewards. It took a move toFlorida to understand that lesson.

It took a trip to Florida and a time away for a local teen to ap-
preciate his hometown, and decide to become part of the effort 
to make a difference. Jake Tiffany, a 19-year-old graduate of lo-
cal schools is trying to get his peers not only to appreciate what 
the city offers, but to get involved with its upkeep.

As founder of “Don’t Waste Haven,” Tiffany has banded to-
gether many of his friends and acquaintances in an organization 
specifically geared toward young adults. But like many people 
he had to go away to realize what he had left. It was social media 
that gave him insight.

“I briefly moved to Florida in 2017. While I was living there, I 
began to see an increasing number of negative posts about West 
Haven,” he said. “I knew I could make a difference.” 

While in the Sunshine State, he began the website, dontwaste-
haven.org. Then he had to create awareness. Using his entre-
preneurial talents, he created an inventory of bracelets, bumper 
stickers and other items to sell via the Internet and he began to 
collect funds.

“I quickly realized I could only do so much from Florida, so 
I made arrangements to transfer Aldi Stores (where he is em-
ployed), and headed for Connecticut,” he said.

Another realization came when he realized he needed to get 
others involved. Working alone was not going to accomplish 
what he intended. He began the organization with friends, and 
in the few months the group has been together it has done some 
remarkable things.

Don’t Waste Haven, of course is a take-off on an epithet many 
residents in nearby communities heap on the city.  The teen un-
derstands the meaning of the term, and he has set out to change 
things. 

Helping keep the city clean has been a major goal. Cleanups 
have taken place at the Old Grove, the parking area at South 
Street and several beach areas.  Friends Jared Richards and 
Dan Moran got involved, and that enlisted the help of Rich-
ards’ father, who is part of West Haven United, a coalition of 

See Tiffany, page 9
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VALLEY COINS

Buying Pre-1965 Coinage

VALLEY COINS
GIFT IDEAS OF SEYMOUR

Seybridge Plaza, Rt 67E • Seymour, CT

(203) 888-3001
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1601485 State Farm, Bloomington, IL

I love  
this town.

I love being here to help  
life go right™ in a community 
where people are making a 

 

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516

Bus: 203-932-0591

Thanks, West Haven.

A Partner in the  
Community

www.newhaven.edu

Photo by Michael P. Walsh 

Blue Ribbon School
Forest Elementary School Principal Thomas J. Hunt on Fri-

day afternoon receives a citation from Mayor Nancy R. Rossi 
recognizing Forest as a National Blue Ribbon School.Before 
presenting Hunt with the citation during a celebration in the 
school gym, Rossi congratulated and praised the assembly 
of students, teachers, faculty and staff for their remarkable 
achievement and hard work.
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Dear Felicia

“The affordable home heating oil specialists” 

Serving West Haven residents since 1987.          HOD #362 Cobina

With the end of the year – 
and our two-week shutdown 
– it’s time for Cobina to is-
shew her annual gift lift to the 
politicos, celebs and yokels 
that make our little corner of 
the universe soooooo special. 
It’s hard to believe that we 
two are marking yet another 
Christmas together, Felicia. 
It’s been since 1970 that we’ve 
shared these weekly missives, 
comminting on the goings-on 
of the various leaders. 

In fack, to put a perspective 
on the entire matter, jest think 
who we’ve seen in the thoid 
floor of the Actors Colony 
since we started this colyume. 
Foist off, Bob Joyce was owner 
of the West Haven City News, 
a recast of the ole Town Crier 
(which some old-timers still 
call us). Then it was bought 
by the Milford Citizen, and we 
moved over to that publica-
tion , follying a brief two-year 
stint with the Towne Voice, that 
went outta business.

Then we stayed with that 
papyrus on and off for the 

next 15 years. There was a 
two-year hiatus and then this 
publication came about, and 
one o’ the colyumes that ev-
eryone was clamoring for was 
our little contribution, and 
here we’ve been since. 

Jest so, we’ve been givin’ 
out our gift list since the ear-
ly days, and we’ve had times 
when locals were upset when 
they weren’t included. Let’s 
see what happens this year.

Mayor Nancy Rossi – We 
think herroner should get a 
desk plaque, which therein 
states: If red ink were a cash 
crop, this city would corner 
the market. Poor gal has spent 
much of her foist year just try-
ing to find ways of getting two 
very far-away ends to meet 
somewhere. That has meant 
a lotta acid indigestion and 
meetings with people who 
are bigger bean counters than 
she it. We think it would be an 
interesting reminder to those 
who enter her inner sanctum.

Mayoral Assistant Louis 
Esposito – Since Louey left 

the General Assembly and 
became the mayor’s Guy Fri-
day, it seems he’s had to take 
on a slew of responsibility and 
wear many hats. Well, those 
hats needs a place to reside, so 
we hope that he gits a hat rack, 
and can change hats depend-
ing on the task he has at hand. 

City Council Chairman Ron 
Quagliani – Ole Ron has had 
quite a year of it himself. Last 
year we thought he should git 
a whip and chair to keep con-
trol of the disparate groups 
and factions there seem to be 
in the city’s ruling party. Well, 
that seems to have worked, 
but so have the circumstances 
surrounding the city’s financ-
es, and people have been in 
line. Soooo, this year we think 
the chairman needs Trump’s 
Art of the Deal, so he can keep 
all those factions talking and 
making deals – particular-
ly with budget time rolling 
around after the holidays. 

School Board Chairman 
Rosemary Russo – Overall, 
RR has had a quiet year as 
head of the school bored with 
no big isshews bringing out 
the woist in people. We think 
she should see under her tree 
the whip and chair that Ron-
nie got last year. With the ap-
perntment of a new principal 
coming up and the ripple ef-
feck that could have – and the 
political infighting that usu-
ally accompanies setch deci-
sions, she might need to have 
one of her own.

Superintendent of Schools 

Neil Cavallaro – That recent 
cache of whiteboards we hear 
he was able to secure via his 
Building Committee from a lo-
cal school system, which had 
to find new homes for them. 
Such a deal he got, such a 
deal!! 

Building Committee Chair-
man  Ken Carney – Just cuz he 
likes things to do with build-
ings, an old Kenner “Girders 
and Panels” building mega-set 
to set up on his conference ta-
ble. He can alter things, build-
ing things, knock ‘em down, 
and start all over again…jest 
in case he gets bored.

Mayoral candidate and for-
mer Mayor Ed O’Brien – Now 
that the former hizzoner has 
indicated he wants his old job 
back, we think he should find 
an adding machine under his 
tree. He’s gonna hafta explain 
to people how he got budgets 
so wrong so many times. He’s 
gonna need one to figger it all 
out.

The Municipal Account-
ability Review Board – MARB 
has been toying with the idea 
of making the city a Tier IV-
status city, which means it 
has total control. We think 
the members should take a 
hint from Marley’s Ghost and 
see that yew can’t get blood 
from stone. Marley’s speech to 
Scrooge will be found under 
their individual trees.

Charter Revision Commish 
Chairman Ed Granfield – See 
Rosemary Russo. When the 
recommendations come out 

for the charter, he might need 
what she’s getting just to keep 
the politicos at bay.

City resident Patrick Mor-
rissey – Patrick, who has been 
in this one colyume for several 
years, will find a new set of 
sneakers for his long consti-
tutionals. Ole Pat can be seen 
along the Beach Walk several 
days a week taking a very de-
termined stroll.

Voice Columnist Dan Shine 
– Dan likes to take his dogs fer 
walks very early in the morn-
ing, and is part o’ that early-
day culture that traverses the 
beach. He also likes to take 
pictures with his phone. Jest 
for kicks, let’s give him an old 
Brownie and see what he can 
do with it.

Gripevine’s Eleanore Turk-
ington – Eleanore’s made 
quite a splash with the new 
administration over how and 
when it responds to gripes. 
For her tree, she should git a 
Hot Line to Louey Esposito’s 
office – and the City Council 
office – so she can git quick 
answers. Somehow or t’other I 
think the answers will be com-
ing quicker, now that we are 
in an election year.

The Haven Development 
Group – The developers of 
this projeck get a snow globe 
with a rendering of the plan as 
the star feature. We’re hoping 
this is the year that things start 
happening over there, but we 
ain’t holding our breath.

The State Dept. of Tranpor-
tation -- A clue will be found 
under the tree in that depart-
ment to determine how in 
blazes traffic will flow if and 
when the Haven is built. Un-
der the current configuration, 
it’s a disaster waiting to hap-
pen.

Train Station guru Mike 
Murcuriano -- A Lionel train 
and building set to make 
things the way he really wants 
them.

City Resident Pete Maglaris 
– In a former column of this 
type, we asked the query 
“What’s a Maglaris?” when 
he was campaign manager 
for former Mayor H. Richard 
Borer, Jr. It kind o’ made him 
famous. Well, now he gits a 
plaque for his bookcase: “This 
is a Maglaris,” with his coun-
tenance in a cameo. 

Co-owner Alan Olenick – 
Olenick, who is the Platonic 
form of a workaholic (look 
it up), will get a few hours 
of downtime each day. He 
juggles the Chamber of Com-
merce, this papyrus and a few 
side jobs during the course of 
a week, along with family re-
sponsibilities. He needs a bit 
of a break each day.

To all our readers, adver-
tisers and friends – Merry 
Christmas and Happy New 
Year. See you all on Jan. 10.



At the end of each year, I 
write a column that contains 
the past year’s complaints, 
comments and issues.  2018 
will be no different.  

In January, as well as other 
issues, we said goodbye to 
Francis Withington, a repre-
sentative in the mayor’s office 
who provided this column 
with prompt, accurate and 
helpful cooperation in solving 
reader’s complaints.  I said at 
the time that there would no 
longer be an information offi-
cer who can provide the pub-
lic with such support.  If Witi-
hington is reading this column 
today, I would like him as a 
taxpaying citizen to contact 
Gripe Vine and lend his assis-
tance and informative nature 
to Gripe Vine. 

Snow parking issues this 
month, on Hillside Avenue 
was an issue as well with resi-
dents complaining of odd side 
parking rules.  

Mayor Nancy Rossi stated in 
this column that reader’s com-
plaints would be answered 
that the City of West Haven 
will listen and answer all com-
plaints and requests from resi-
dents and any inquiries that 
you (Gripe Vine) will forward 
for your column.  The City 
Council, she indicated, should 
be the first line of communi-
cation for a resident that has 
a complaint. The website, the 
mayor noted for complaints 
to be forwarded to is wwwci-
tyofwesthaven.com/183/city-
council.  Apparently, this in-
formation wasn’t too helpful, 
because Gripe Vine didn’t see 
any improvement in resident-
city representative communi-
cation. 

Complaints during Febru-
ary included a speed bump 
was requested for New Street, 
trucks were blocking areas 
between People’s Bank and 
Soundview Apartments.  This 
month pot holes on Kelsey Av-

enue, residents of Highland 
Avenue complained of accu-
mulated trash being thrown 
onto their property, a broken-
down vehicle on Winslow Av-
enue and pot holes on both 
sides of Plainfield Avenue.

Crosswalks were being ig-
nored on Ocean Avenue to the 
beach, pine tree growth ob-
structing motor vehicles views 
and the traffic signal malfunc-
tioned on Campbell Avenue 
and Richard Street.  A resident 
from the West Haven Armory 
building was searching for a 
handicapped entrance at this 
site, complaints from read-
ers noting many cars do not 
display headlights during the 
day and sunset, cracked side-
walks on Elm Street, residents 
sought uniformed trash cans 
like New Haven and Milford 
supply and a demolished 
house on First Avenue brought 
questions on its past history.

A street light on the Post 
Road during day light hours 
brought gripes to my desk as 
well as more pot hole com-
plaints on Plainfield Avenue 
and the crosswalk light at 
Chamber to Richard Street at 
774 Campbell Avenue was not 
working.  Accumulated trash 
on Highland Street brought 
gripes, readers sent satisfied 
letters acclaiming a motor ve-
hicle office in West Haven and 
bulk pickup regulations ques-

tioned.
Residents also complained 

of sidewalk needing repair on 
Lakeview Avenue, and neigh-
bors complained of sidewalk 
issues on Elm Street. Park-
ing sign needed replacement 
on Seaview Avenue more pot 
holes on Dee Street, early pick 
up of leaves by city trucks 
caused a number of gripes as 
well.

No parking signs requested 
in the Ocean Avenue intersec-
tion Voss Road truck com-
plaints, readers questioned the 
policy stores use in returning 
soda cans, bottles, etc.  more 
pot hole complaints relating to 
Dogwood Road, Kelsey Ave-
nue and Circle Street, blasting 
music in the Allingtown Flats, 
loose trash on Mix Avenue pot 
holes  on Derby Avenue and 
Bocce Court complaints.

Fireworks complaints, good 
news on tide gates, overgrown 
grass and weeds on Veteran’s 
Walk, ,pre-lighting needed 
at Park Garden Apartments, 
broken clock on Allingtown 
Green, dog droppings on West 
Haven Green, West Haven 
Train Station litter gripe and 
illegal parking on Connecticut 
Avenue.

Readers questioned timing 
on beachside lots, car parked 
for over a year on Roosevelt 
Avenue, unsafe crosswalks, 
unsafe roofs, abandoned cars, 

public restrooms, swimming 
pool complaints, speeding 
cars on Elm Wood and Third 
Avenue, empty lot on Painter 
Drive with rodents, etc., lit-
terers, Coleman Street dump-
ing site, school lunch program 
questioned, trash pickups and 
bulk trash gripe, countless 
complaints on condition at 
the Haven Site, water draining 
from city property onto pri-
vate property, unsightly house 
on Prospect Avenue, water 
sprinkler on city property on 
24-7, blight on Riverview Ter-
race, bus stop on 2nd Avenue 
and White Street, readers  had 
fines for illegal dumping and 

repairs requested for the Savin 
Rock Playground which had 
cracked sliding shoot and oth-
er complaints in the safety for 
children at this site.

These are just a few of the 
complaints, issues and gripes 
experienced by my readers.

If you have gripes, send 
them to Gripe Vine 666 Savin 
Ave., or email me at gripevine-
4wh@aol.com

With that note, I would like 
to wish all my readers, those 
in harmony with the concepts 
of my column and those who 
do not, a Happy Holiday Sea-
son!

 Eleanore
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new year!
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and re-open Monday, Jan. 7.
Emails and phone calls will

be monitored.

A visit from St. Nicholas
By Clement Clarke Moore

 ‘Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the 
house  

Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;  
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,  
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there;  
The children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads;  
And mamma in her ’kerchief, and I in my cap,  
Had just settled our brains for a long winter’s nap,  
When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,  
I sprang from the bed to see what was the matter.
Away to the window I flew like a flash,  
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.  
The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow  
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects below,  
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But a miniature sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer,  
With a little old driver, so lively and quick,  
I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick.  
More rapid than eagles his coursers they came,  
And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by 

name;
“Now, Dasher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer and Vixen!  
On, Comet! on, Cupid! on, Donder and Blitzen!  
To the top of the porch! to the top of the wall!  
Now dash away! dash away! dash away all!”  
As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky;  
So up to the house-top the coursers they flew,  
With the sleigh full of Toys, and St. Nicholas too.  
And then, in a twinkling, I heard on the roof  
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof.
As I drew in my head, and was turning around,  
Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound.  
He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot,  
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot;  
A bundle of Toys he had flung on his back,
And he looked like a pedler just opening his pack.  
His eyes—how they twinkled! his dimples how merry!  
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!  
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow  
And the beard of his chin was as white as the snow;
The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,  
And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath;  
He had a broad face and a little round belly,  
That shook when he laughed, like a bowlful of jelly.  
He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf,
And I laughed when I saw him, in spite of myself;  
A wink of his eye and a twist of his head,  
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread;  
He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,  
And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his nose,  
And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose;  
He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,  
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle,  
But I heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight,
“Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good-night.”

By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
Shakespeare famously 

wrote of the “sceptered isle” 
of Britain acting as a moat 
“against the envy of less hap-
pier lands.” 

Lately, the less happy lands 
are winning in a rout. 

Britain is suffering a politi-
cal meltdown as it struggles to 
make good on a historic vote 
in 2016 to leave the European 
Union. The decision for a so-
called Brexit was a stirring 
statement of independence 
and self-government by a peo-
ple who have defined them-
selves down the centuries by 
their stiff-necked resistance to 
anyone -- whether overween-
ing monarchs or continental 
tyrants -- who would threaten 
either. 

That was before London ran 
up against the bureaucracy of 
the would-be European super-
state based in Brussels, and 
before it was led, if that’s the 
right word, by Tory Prime 
Minister Theresa May.

Presiding over a divided 
party, facing a pro-Remain 
British establishment and ne-
gotiating with a hostile EU, 
May never had an easy task. 
She has nonetheless not only 
failed to rise to the occasion 
but been crushed by it. 

She has negotiated abys-
mally, giving away leverage 
right at the start when she pre-
maturely invoked Article 50, 
beginning the process of Brit-
ain’s departure with no real-
istic fallback plan if talks with 
the EU failed. She ended up 
with an agreement that would 
effectively leave Britain within 
most EU rules, with no means 

of influencing them anymore. 
The London Spectator calls the 
deal “Remain-minus.”

The larger question is 
whether once the EU has its 
hooks in a nation-state, will it 
ever relinquish it? Its officials 
have treated the Brexit nego-
tiations as an opportunity to 
teach anyone hoping to fol-
low Britain out of the EU a 
lesson: Don’t dare try to take 
back the full measure of your 
sovereignty, lest we make it as 
miserable for you as possible. 
This is the Brezhnev doctrine 
for Eurocrats. 

When in the past countries 
in Europe have voted the 
“wrong” way on fundamen-
tal EU questions, as Ireland, 
France and the Netherlands 
did over the years, they were 
ignored or made to vote again 

until they got the right an-
swer. Britain may yet suffer 
the same pitiful fate. The Eu-
ropean Court of Justice just 
helpfully ruled that Britain 
can withdraw its Article 50 
notification -- in other words, 
forget this whole unpleasant 
Brexit vote happened.

That’s been the hope of 
many Remainers in Britain 
all along, but the case for the 
EU hasn’t gotten any stronger 
over the past two years. What 
does it say about the European 
project that exit is almost im-
possible? And if Britain is a 
political shambles, it’s not as 
though the most committed 
advocates of the EU are doing 
any better. Given the “yellow 
vest” protests ignited by his 
idiotic (since delayed) fuel tax, 

See Lowry, page 7

Brits suffer political turmoil
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Continued from page 6
French President Emmanuel Macron can’t even control the 
streets of Paris on weekends.

May’s strategy seems to be to ride the current impasse as close 
to the March 29 Brexit deadline as possible, and force the adop-
tion of her lamentable deal for lack of any alternative. In which 
case, to return to Shakespeare, “That England that was wont to 
conquer others, Hath made a shameful conquest of itself.”

 Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2018 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Lowry: Brits’ turmoil

By Frank G. Stankiewicz
Special to the Voice
My name is Frank G. Stankie-

wicz. I am Rohna survivor 
Walter F. Stankiewwicz’s 
nephew, and like many oth-
ers, I was listening to someone 
talk about a TV documentary 
that was on the History Chan-
nel concerning a ship sunk 
in the Mediterranean around 
Thanksgiving Day during 
World War II. 

When I heard this I imme-
diately remembered that my 
Uncle was on a ship that was 
sunk around that time. I called 
my cousin and then began our 
search for any and all infor-
mation. The documentation 
found was saved by her moth-
er, thank God.

My family and I always 
knew that my Uncle went 
through an ordeal but like so 
many others, I never knew the 
details. 

My earliest memory dates 
back to when I was about 8-10 
years old. During a midnight 
Christmas Mass my mother, 
father and Uncle Walter sat 
together. My Uncle silently 
began to cry. After asking my 
mother over and over again 
why he crying, she finally 
said that Uncle Walter was 
just happy to be celebrating 
Christmas with us. 

My Aunt Josephine (my 
Uncle Walter’s younger sis-
ter) told me that around the 
holidays (Thanksgiving and 
Christmas) he became very 
emotional. No one fully un-
derstood why.

With that said, I would like 
to share this story with you. 
This story was told to me by 
my Aunt Josephine. Fortu-
nately for us, she has excellent 
memory and has been a source 
of information concerning the 
family during that time.

On or around Nov. 26, 1943, 
my grandmother woke up in 
the middle of the night and be-
gan opening each door while 
walking through the house. 
Soon the entire household was 
up and all came out asking her 
what was the matter.

She told them (my grandfa-
ther, father and aunt) that she 
heard Walter calling for her. 
They tried to convince her that 
she must have been dreaming. 
She insisted that that this was 
not a dream and actually went 
outside and walked around 
the outside of the house, con-

vinced that he was home on 
leave and locked out of the 
house. 

After a while they calmed 
her down and she made a no-
tation on the calendar marking 
the day and time. 

I’ve read the letters posted on 
various Web sites from survi-
vors and some of them recall 
that during the night while 
waiting and hoping to be res-
cued, they heard men praying 
out loud and some could be 
heard calling for their moth-
ers. 

I’m absolutely positive that 
God in one way or another 
answered them all and I’m 
equally convinced that at least 
one mother actually heard her 
son call for help that night.

A little time after that inci-
dent, my aunt went to get the 
mail and a telegram from the 
US Army arrived. She opened 
it and gave it to my dad. It was 
a telegram like the one shown 
on the documentary that stat-
ed that their brother was miss-
ing in action. 

My father decided to hold 
onto the telegram and not 
show it to his parents right 
away, as not to upset them 
while hoping that his brother 
would be accounted for in 
time. 

My grandmother began ask-
ing why letters from her son 
had stopped and my dad and 
aunt kept giving her reassur-
ing answers while holding 
onto this telegram.

Another lady who lived in 
the neighborhood was pass-
ing by the house one day and 
asked my grandmother if she 
heard from her son and then 
asked how he doing. She said 
that she hadn’t received a let-
ter for a while. 

The lady told my grandmoth-
er that her son who was in the 
US Navy, told her that Walter 
was in a hospital and was go-
ing to be OK. Her reason for 
worrying was confirmed. This 
convinced my grandmother 
that the incident that occurred 
that night around Thanksgiv-
ing was real and she made 
absolutely sure that the rest of 
the family should have never 
doubted her.

After the war was over and 
my Uncle came home, the 
family would sit down from 
time to time and talk about ev-
erything that happened to him 
and amazingly as information 

was shared about that night 
everything seemed to chrono-
logically coincide.

Finally, I would like to say 
that my interest in World 
War II goes back at least 20-25 
years. I’ve read many books, 
watched documentaries etc. 
and for the first time I feel 
that this unexplained interest 

in this specific time in history 
now has a very special mean-
ing and in retrospect an im-
portant purpose.

Soon after the day that I see 
my Uncle Walter’s name listed 
on the Rohna Web site, I’m go-
ing to his grave, say a prayer, 
place a flag there and give him 
a salute. Actually I promised 

him at his gravesite this past 
Christmas that I would do ev-
erything possible to have his 
name listed.

Thanks for reviewing the 
documentation sent and hav-
ing my uncle’s name listed as 
a survivor of the HMT Rohna. 
My best to you and all the 
members of this organization. 

The ill-fated HMT Rohna prompted a story that lives on in one family’s lore.

Mom had premonition on that fateful night

West Haven Voice is looking to 
hire a part-time Account 
Assistant to work with new 
clients in West Haven, Orange 
and Milford. Sales or retail 
experience would be desirable. 

Strong phone skills are a must. 
Relationships in the business 
community scores with us. 
We need a self-motivator, 
goal oriented person with a 
valid driver’s license as well 
as reliable transportation. Computer and graphics skills desired. Hours are 
flexible. This is a salaried/commissioned-base position and requires good 
organizational skills. Interested? E-mail sales@westhavenvoice.com

Are you a closer?
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 Historian’s corner                                   Historian’s corner                                   By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

Located directly on Long Island Sound

588 Ocean Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516

203-931-2510
www.seacrestweb.com

Luxurious
Affordable

Assisted & Memory Care

Center plans trip
Join the West Haven Se-

nior Center for the following 
scheduled trip: All trips leave 
from Savin Rock Conference 

Center.
MGM Springfi eld Casino 

Tuesday, Jan. 15, cost is $25 
per person.  Bus leaves Savin 
Rock Conference Center at 
8:30 a.m. 

Trip includes $10 free slot 
play.  Payment is due by Jan.  
4.  Registration information 
for rewards card to be com-
pleted at time of registration. 

Flyers with details for this 
trip are available at the offi  ce 
West Haven Senior Center 201 
Noble St., or call (203) 937-
3507 for more information.

‘F. Seniors’ trip
F Seniors and Friends has 

a trip planned for the new 
year: A trip to Atlantic City is 
planned for Jan. 2-4 at Resorts 
Casino. 

Package includes four 
meals, $20 in slot play and two 
shows. Price is $229 per per-
son.

For booking, call Fred at 
(203) 389-5808 or (203) 927-
4249.

Support offered
Balancing the care of a fam-

ily member, a household and a 
job is overwhelming.  

Meet with a representa-
tive from VNA Community 
Healthcare’s Family Care-
giver Support Network for a 
FREE consultation to discuss 
your personal care-giving is-
sues, receive tips, guidance 
and explore solutions.  Call 
VNA Community Health-
care’s Helpline at 1 (866) 474-
5230 (toll free) to schedule a 
private in-person or phone 
session with one of our family 
caregiver experts.  

Eve breakfast
First Congregational Church 

is having a breakfast on 
Christmas Eve, Monday, Dec. 

24, from 9-11. The menu con-
sists of pancakes, eggs, bacon, 
sausage, fruit platter, coffee, 
tea and juice will be served. 
All are welcome.

New Year Dance
The West Haven Italian-

American Civic Association, 
Inc., will hold its annual New 
Year’s Eve party on Monday, 
Dec. 31, at the Cielo/WHIA 
club facility, located at 85 
Chase Lane. A full-course 
sit-down dinner with dessert 
and coffee will be served at 
6:30 p.m., followed with music 
for dancing by Sound Alterna-
tive from until 12:30. The open 
bar affair is $65 per person. 
Reservations along, with full 
payment required by Dec. 28, 
may be made by calling Frank 
Consorte (203) 676-6379.

 Around TownAround Town

The Gifts of Christmas
The holly in the windy 

hedge
And round the Manor House 
the yew
Will soon be stripped to deck 
the ledge,
The altar, font and arch and 
pew,
So that the villagers can say
‘The church looks nice’ on 
Christmas Day.

   ~~John Betjeman
 What is your best Christmas 

memory?  The boy fondly re-
calls an evening in December 
1956, when he stood on his 
tiptoes to look into the high, 
lighted window of the toy 
store on the corner of Camp-
bell Avenue and Curtiss Place, 
just across from the telephone 
company building.  There in 
the window were shiny red 
wagons and chromed tricycles 
and brightly painted toy sol-
diers, and an orange, black 
and white electric train with 
NH painted on the front.  It 
would take three years of dili-
gent pestering by The Boy be-
fore Santa brought him that 
train.

Christmas Eve was always 
the same back then:  the whole 

family assembled, the parents 
and grandparents—they’re all 
gone now--and the children 
who sat patiently through 
dinner while doing their best 
to stifle their growing excite-
ment.   Holiday attire was dif-
ferent in those days:  the wom-
en wore dresses and the men 
wore suits and neckties.  After 
dinner, everyone would sing 
Christmas carols and read 
Bible passages to help them 
remember that Christmas 
wasn’t all about Santa.

A decade changes every-
thing:  by 1969, The Boy was 
now sharing Christmas with 
the Brown Eyed Girl, and they 
carefully divided their Christ-
mas time between their two 
families.  

There followed marriage and 
the child raising years for The 
Boy and the Brown Eyed Girl, 
as they did their best to sat-
isfy the Christmas wishes and 
wants of their offspring, even 
while working diligently to 
keep the traditional message 
of the first Christmas alive in 
them.  And the years flew by, 
like fence pickets along the 
highway of life.

How many Christmases 

have there been?  We look 
back and we count the pre-
cious memories.  And then we 
recall those two most impor-
tant gifts which were given to 
us by our Creator:  The Gift of 
Life, and the Gift of His Son, 
who our Merciful God sent to 
us to teach us, and to save us 
from our sins.

And is it true,
This most tremendous tale of 
all,
Seen in a stained-glass win-
dow’s hue,

A Baby in an ox’s stall ?
The Maker of the stars and 
sea
Become a Child on earth for 
me ?
And is it true? For if it is,
No loving fingers tying 
strings
Around those tissued fripper-
ies,
The sweet and silly Christmas 
things,
Bath salts and inexpensive 
scent
And hideous tie so kindly 

meant,
No love that in a family 
dwells,
No carolling in frosty air,
Nor all the steeple-shaking 
bells
Can with this single Truth 
compare -
That God was man in Pales-
tine
And lives today in Bread and 
Wine. 

 Merry Christmas!
From The Boy and the Brown 

Eyed Girl

Christmas in New Haven was always magical for youngsters. Here is Chapel Street, circa 
1950. Note the diagonal parking by vehicles.
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203-934-6397

Our Winter
Sale Will Bring

In the Customers

We Won’t Break 
Your Budget

Sales@westhavenvoice.com

West Haven’s Only
Weekly Newspaper

Call us for the best deals
this winter

We Have Some Cool Deals

Continued from page 1
organizations working together for 
common purpose. 

DWH participated in the Halloween 
events on the Green, where the group 
collected donations for school supplies 
under the auspices of Wheels for West 
Haven that offers supplies for needy 
students.

“West Haven United has been very 
helpful,” Tiffany said. “We have col-
laborated and supported each other. 
We are fighting the same fight.”

At Thanksgiving four turkeys were 
donated to the West Haven Emergency 
Assistance Taskforce (WHEAT). 

“While working at Aldi’s I surprised 
one customer with a free turkey, all in 
an effort to help people through the 

holidays,” Tiffany said.
Most recently more than $200 was 

collected for a second round of school 
supply donations. 

The money bought composition 
books, notebooks, pencils and several 
reams of paper. His family has got in-
volved as well.

Glendale Farms is a family business, 
and his uncle donated several poinset-
tias to the organization, which were 
sent to the West Haven Community 
House.

Tiffany is keeping up the social me-
dia exposure, and is garnering more 
support and ideas from many who are 
keeping an eye on the organization’s 
work. 

“We are still early in our journey, 

but with more exposure, we intend to 
attract more young people and show 
they can have an impact on their com-
munity,” he said.

Over the next year or 18 months, Tif-
fany and his group are hoping to gain 
a foothold in local schools, by offering 
some type of after-school activities in 
which youngsters could participate.

“Teachers and students can collabo-
rate and brain-storm ideas to help the 
city. Then they can execute the projects 
and make a difference,” he said.

Over the next few months, Tiffany is 
hoping to gin up interest and member-
ship. He’s hoping the current member-
ship can be tripled. He’s also working 
toward making Don’t Waste Haven a 
non-profit, with chapters doing similar 

things in other cities.
“I want to show young people that if 

they stand up and get going, they have 
the power to make a change. Maybe 
if they see me do it, I could make it 
‘cool,’” he said.

Jake Tiffany also had some sage ad-
vice concerning the desire to exodus 
one’s hometown experienced by so 
many teens.

“Escaping your hometown is always 
the way out,” he said. “You could help 
your community and branch outward. 
Something like this can create a posi-
tive ripple effect in the city that we des-
perately need.”

~~~
For more information go to:www.dont-

wastehaven.org.

Tiffany: Teen enlists others to help city

Photo courtesy of WHCDC

‘ Into the Woods’
The children from Laura Zilyte and Kathy 

Malone’s classes at the West Haven Child De-
velopment Center, recently took a trip to the 
Hubbard Park Reserve. The children went 
into the woods, after reading the story, The 
Gingerbread Man to look for the gingerbread 
man! They found picture clues, throughout 
the woods, to guide them along the way.
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Submitted Photo

Santa visits 
First Lutheran Church hosted its first Breakfast with Santa Saturday. The proceeds from the event will be 

used to help our outreach ministries. Phil Krakowiak, Pastor of First Lutheran Church said,  It was a great 
pleasure to be able to do something for the families in our community during the holiday season. The kids 
all had a great time and we are looking forward to next year.”  Pictured from left are: Isabella Walther, Mat-
thew Walther, Colton Reid, Aaron Freudzon, Giana Dellacroce (back), Jonathan Puhl, Santa and Zoey Puhl.

Citing the city’s continuing fiscal problems, May-
or Nancy Rossi decided this year’s Christmas Par-
ty, hosted by her office, would be a casualty of the 
city’s austerity program. 

In a statement released last week, the mayor noted 
the decision follows others made by her since early 
this year regarding unnecessary spending.

“As announced in May, I am reminding residents 
and city employees that there will be no annual hol-
iday party sponsored by my office this month. The 
event was canceled because of the costs associated 
with it. Hosting a party would be insensitive to the 
financial sacrifices that residents and city employ-
ees are making to help get our city’s fiscal house in 
order.

“Plans for next year’s party will take into consid-
eration the city’s financial condition at that time. 
Thank you for understanding.

During this holiday season, I encourage you to 
support our local non-profit organizations that pro-
vide services for our neighbors in need.”

Earlier this year, the mayor canceled the Savin 
Rock Festival due to overtime costs the event would 
incur. 

Also on the chopping block was the Savin Rock 
Conference Center, which was closed while looking 
for someone to either buy or lease the space. 

The city is under the scrutiny of the Municipal 
Accountability Review Board, which is monitoring 
all expenditures, and steered the mayor into a five-
year plan that would balance the books. 

The city is currently under a Tier III status, which 
allows local officials some autonomy in decision-
making. The panel is considering a Tier IV move, 
which cedes most power to itself. That decision, 
while threatened, has not been undertaken.

Rossi cancels party;
cites city austerity
as culprit for choice
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After a brief hiatus, the 
sports scene heated up again 
as the weather starts to get 
colder with the five-team (bas-
ketball. hockey, indoor track, 
swimming and wrestling) 

winter sports season getting 
underway this past week.

Basketball -- Connor Raines 
broke a tie game making two 
free throws with 2.9 seconds 
left to lift the seventh-ranked 

Green Knights to a 64-61 road 
win at 11th-ranked East Lyme 
to open the 2018-19 season. 
Raines added another free 
throw after East Lyme called a 
timeout that they didn’t have 

to provide the final margin. 
The Green Knights trailed by 
10 at halftime and by as many 
as 13 early in the second half 
before outscoring the Vikings, 
18-6, to pull ahead, 47-45, at 
the end of the third stanza. 
Jaedin Kimbro had a game-
high 23 for the Green Knights. 
Raines and Zach Laput added 
nine points each.

Hockey -- The Green Knights 
split a pair of games this week 
as the Larry Vieira era got 
underway. Rory and Charlie 
Andriole scored to give ND a 
2-0 lead against New Canaan 
to start the season but the 
Rams scored five unanswered 
in their 5-2 win. ND flipped 
the script getting goals from 
five different players in their 
5-2 win over ND Fairfield on 
Saturday afternoon. Connor 
Smith made 22 saves to record 
his first win in net.  Tom Ash-
more, John-Michael Childs, 
Mike Card, Thomas Hunt, 
and Charlie Andriole all lit the 
lamp for the Green Knights, 
who scored in every period.

Indoor Track -- The sprint-
ers ruled the roost in the meet 
with Notre Dame teams finish-
ing in the top three in four of 
the six events at the SCSU Re-

lay Rust Buster Meet on Satur-
day . Leading the way was the 
4x400 relay team which won 
the event and posted a state 
qualifying mark. That team 
consisted of Warren Murphy, 
Neal Agir, Dan Range, and 
Christian Panagrossi. The 
4x200, 4x800 and Johan Klein-
Robbenhaar (shot put) also 
posted state qualifying marks 
in the first meet of the season 
for head coach Glenn Xavier.

Wrestling -- Alex Barbour 
won the 182-pound division 
to lead the wrestling team to a 
5th-place showing at the Shel-
ton Invitational on Saturday, 
December 15. Khorbin Kern 
placed third in the 285-pound 
division as did Gianni Liguo-
ri in the 152-pound weight 
class. Chris Fillion, Sebastian 
Buenano, and Rob Lowe all 
finished fourth in their respec-
tive weight classes helping the 
Green Knights accumulate 
105 points for their fifth place 
team accomplishment.

You can get all the latest ath-
letic news, scores, and more 
by following @NDWHAth-
letics on Twitter, Instagram, 
YouTube, and Periscope while 
frieNDing the @NDWHAth-
letics Facebook group.

Photo courtesy of NDWH

Connor Smith made 22 saves as the ND hockey team beat ND Fairfield 5-2 on Saturday, giv-
ing head coach Larry Vieira his first win as Green Knights bench boss.

Knights top East Lyme in early season tilt

Photo by Russ McCreven

Teamwork
West Haven’ Nitalia Frazer sends a blind pass to a teammate in last week’s game in the Wes-

ties’ g ym. West Haven won the contest, 42-28.

Sharks blank
Tigers after
opening loss

After having dropped its first contest of the season 3-2 in OT 
at Suffield, the West Haven/Sacred Heart Girls’ hockey team re-
bounded last week with a 6-0 win over the Hand Tigers on Mon-
day evening and then a 7-0 victory over Masuk/Barlow/New-
town/Lauralton Hall at the Bennett Rink on Saturday afternoon. 

On Monday, the girls struck early when Jiana Cohrs took a 
pass from Megan Froehlich and deposited a backhander past 
the Masuk goaltender just 1:57 into the game for a 1-0 lead. The 
Westie Sharks poured it on, scoring four, more goals over a span 
of 3:01. Cohrs set up Taylor Nowak, who made no mistake, rip-
ping a wrist shot from the slot for a power play goal at 7:18, fol-
lowed by a goal by Megan Froehlich 13 seconds later, assisted 
by Nowak. 

Nowak then picked up her second goal of the game, assisted 
by Caitlin Welch and Mackenzie Gardner with 6:07 left in the 
period and then Meghan Dupre put an exclamation point on the 
period with a shot from the point, assisted by Francesca Cris-
cuolo with 4:41 remaining in the period for a 5-0 lead. The girls 
coasted the rest of the way, adding another goal by Cohrs 2:53 
into the third period for the 6-0 final. Kyleen Crowe stopped 14 
shots before giving away to Grace Nowak, who made the last 
four saves to preserve the shutout between the pipes.

On Saturday afternoon, the Westie Sharks took care of busi-
ness again with a dominating 7-0 victory over the Masuk/Bar-
low/Newtown/Lauralton Hall. Jenna Hunt got the girls going 
with a goal 3:40 into the game assisted by Welch and Gardner for 
a 1-0 lead and the Westie Sharks never looked back. Mia Celen-
tano, Megan Froehlich, Mackenzie Gardner, Maya Boyhen with 
two and then Grace Plunkett rounded out the scoring. Kyleen 
Crowe and Grace Nowak again combined to make 21 saves and 
record their second, consecutive shutout.

This week, the girls traveled to the Rinks at Shelton on 
See Westies, page 13
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Wednesday to take on the Amity/
North Haven/Cheshire Blades and 
the finish up the week hosting East 
Catholic/Glastonbury/South Windsor 
on Saturday at 2:30.

The girls’ basketball team opened 
its season when it battled with the 
Cheshire Rams on Tuesday evening at 
the WHHS gym and was within strik-
ing distance late but, could not get 
over the hump in a 48-42 loss. Ny’Aire 
Serrano had 12 points to lead the Blue 
Devils while Natalia Frazer had 10 
points and Davina Mendez added 
eight points in the loss.

On Friday evening the Westies host-
ed the Harding Presidents and evened 
their record at 1-1 with a 42-28 victory. 
Natalia Frazer led the Blue Devils with 
10 points, Ny’Aire Serrano had nine 
points, Brianna Sebastian and Sarah 
Evangelista each had five points while 
Keegan Riccio and Davina Mendez 
added four points each in the win.

This week, the girls travel to Hill-
house on Thursday at 7 and host Plain-
ville on Saturday at noon.

The boys’ hockey team faced the 
Guilford Indians in its home opener at 
the Bennett Rink on Wednesday eve-
ning and the crowd in attendance wit-
nessed an offensive explosion in an 8-7 
loss. The Indians drew first blood with 
a goal 56 seconds into the contest but 
the Westies responded with four goals 
over a span of 2:24 to take a 4-1 lead. 
DJ Cafora, Richie Greene, Colin Hines 
and Niko Kyle all found the back of the 
net to put the Blue Devils up by three 
with 7:03 left in the first period. Unfor-
tunately for the Westies, the Indians 
got a back-breaking goal with 9.8 sec-
onds left in the period to give Guilford 
some momentum heading into the 
locker room.

The Indians tallied two, more times 
to start the second period and even the 
game before Robbie Forleo restored 
some stability with a shot from the 

point to put the Blue Devils back on 
top 5-4 with 5:23 left in the second peri-
od. Unfortunately for West Haven, the 
Indians evened the game again with 
1:40 left in the period and got another 
back-breaker with eight seconds left in 
the period for a 6-5 lead.

Guilford increased its lead 1:18 into 
the third period. Richie Greene re-
sponded with a tally on the power play 
to get the Westies back within one at 
7-6 with 8:40 remaining. The Indians 
scored on the power play with 2:10 left 
to make it 8-6 before the Blue Devils’ 
Kaden Morgillo netted one with five 
seconds left for the 8-7 final. Noah 
Iversen had 17 saves before being re-
lieved by Charlie Miller, who finished 
with 12 saves the rest of the way. Niko 
Kyle finished with a goal and five as-
sists in the loss. 

 The Blue Devils were looking to 
recover from their opening night loss 
when they traveled to the Wonderland 
of Ice in Bridgeport on Saturday night 

to face the Fairfield Warde/Ludlowe 
Mustangs. The Westies got a goal from 
Niko Kyle 6:03 into the game assisted 
by Colin Hines and Nico Bruneau to 
take a 1-0 lead. The boys would tally 
three, more times in the second period 
to build a 4-0 advantage. Robbie Forleo 
scored 1:01 into the second period un-
assisted to put the Blue Devils up 2-0. 
Kevin Moriarty then netted two goals 
in a span of under a minute to increase 
the lead to 4-0. The Mustangs got one 
back to change the momentum of the 
game with 1:05 left in the second pe-
riod to cut the lead to 4-1. Fairfield got 
two, more goals to make it a 4-3 game 
with 47 seconds left before the Westies 
iced the game, when Forleo fired the 
puck down the ice 11 seconds later into 
an empty net for the 5-3 final. Jared 
Pliszka made 18 saves in goal for West 
Haven to pick up the win.

This week, the boys played St. Joseph 
on Monday and Westhill-Stamford on 
Wednesday.

Westies: Skaters get even after 8-7 loss

Photo by Russ McCreven

In great 
position

Davina Mendez is ready 
to block a shot early in the 
Blue Devils’ inter-conference 
match with Warren Harding 
High.

Photo by Russ McCreven

Ooops!
Yes, that ball can fly out of your hands.  West Haven youngsters learn the basics at Washing-

ton School, the city’s oldest school every Saturday morning.

 For the first time in the Wiz-
ards’ 48-year history, they 
beat the Watertown Warriors 
in Watertown, 410-251.  This 
is also only the third time the 
Wizards have ever beaten Wa-
tertown and the first time they 
have ever beaten them two 
years in a row. 

Team wins are certainly one 
focus for the Wizards and one 
measure of their success.  As 
a swimmer, another very im-
portant measure of success is 
personal improvement.  For a 
swimmer to repeatedly do bet-
ter than his own personal best 
meet after meet is a tremen-
dous accomplishment.  

During Saturday’s meet, a 
coach was talking to a young 

swimmer.  The swimmer said, 
of the race that she had just 
finished, “That was a terrible 
swim.” 

The coach paused and told 
her that not only has she com-
pleted the race with strong 
finish, but her time was over 
a second faster than she had 
ever done before.  

The Wizards are 6-0 so far 
on the season.  Their next dual 
meet will be against the Bristol 
Splash on Saturday, Jan 19.

For more information on the 
West Haven Wizards Swim 
team, please visit our website 
at www.westhavenwizards.
org.

First-time in history!

Wizards take home
win from Watertown
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Classes Offered 
Beginners Classes (Snowplow):     Basic and Hockey /Power Skating Classes: 

Required Recommended Skate Rentals Free 

Schedule 

About our Staff 

Jim Lafo (Coordinator Erin Blake, Amy Jalowiec, Callan McKeon Jocey Morrell

Registration and Fees  
CLASSES FILL QUICKLY 

$125.00 per child $25.00 discount for each additional sibling  
*NO REFUNDS* 

Use your Learn to Skate nametag for free admission into public skating 
completed signed application

 
I assume any risks to my minor child that may arise from participating in this activity.  I specifically accept full responsibility for any injuries that might arise by reason 
of my minor child’s participation in this activity and that are the result of, among other things, the NEGLIGENCE of the Released Parties (defined below).  By signing 
this form, I hereby release the West Haven Public Schools, and the City of West Haven, their Board members, administrators, employees, and agents, as well as the 
children involved in this activity (“Released Parties”) from and against all claims, demands, actions, complaints, suits or other forms of liability that my child may incur 
arising out of the above described activity.  I confirm that I have carefully read this Waiver and Release, that I have received adequate legal consideration therefore, and 
agree to its terms knowingly and voluntarily.  
 
Parent or Guardian Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________________Date: __________________ 

The West Haven Squirt A 
travel hockey team earned a 
win and a tie over the week-
end to push its record on the 
season to 17-11-3.  The Blue 
Devils knocked off  Hamden 
in the second annual “Winter 
Classic” to complete a sweep 
of the Dragons on the season.

On Saturday morning at 
Edward L. Bennett  Rink, the 
Westies took on the Huskies 
of Northeast A in a back-and-
forth game that eventually 
ended in a 5-5 tie.  Cameren 
Lipford led the off ense with a 
hat trick. 

Northeast came out fast 
and took a 2-0 lead after one 
period.  West Haven got on 
the board 4:02 into the sec-
ond period when Sean Stud-
ley won a battle for the puck 
along the left boards.  He sent 
a backhand pass to Lipford, 

who roofed a wrist shot to 
make it 2-1.  The Huskies re-
gained the two-goal advan-
tage just 18 seconds later.  

West Haven came right back 
when Studley found Ethan 
Kelly on the breakout.  Kelly 
hit ahead to Lipford who skat-
ed in and wristed home anoth-
er laser to make it 3-2.

Just over two minutes into 
the third period, the Westies 
tied it.  Leo Mazuroski blocked 
a shot and skated the puck all 
the way into Huskies territory.  
He slid it to Rafi  Treat who 
wristed it off  the far post and 
in.  

A minute and a half later 
the Blue Devils took their fi rst 
lead.  Ryan Pniewski fi red 
from the blue line and Stud-
ley tried to tip it.  While fall-
ing, he nudged the puck over 
to Lipford who slid it under 

the goalie to complete his hat 
trick.

Northeast tied it again less 
than a minute later.  West Ha-
ven continued to batt le and re-
took the lead at 5-4 when Ethan 
Kelly fi nished off  a tremen-
dous individual eff ort with 
3:17 to play.  Northeast forced 
the tie when they scored with 
1:45 left in the game.  Maddex 
LaFountain made 15 saves in 
net for the Westies.

West Haven traveled to 
Louis Astorino Arena early 
Sunday morning for part two 
of the West Haven-Hamden 
«Winter Classic» series.  The 
Blue Devils jumped on the 
Dragons early and skated to a 
5-1 win, led by Studley›s pair 
of fi rst period goals. 

Lipford fought to win a puck 
off  the boards and centered to 
Studley for a one-timer and 

a 1-0 lead 1:23 into the game.  
Midway through the period, 
Ethan Kelly skated behind the 
net, fl ipped the puck out front, 
and Studley buried it for a 2-0 
advantage.  Pniewski worked 
the puck off  the boards and 
scored from the high slot to 
give West Haven a 3-0 lead af-
ter one period.

The hustle of Zach Mel-
chiore led to a 4-0 lead four 
minutes into the second.  Mel-
chiore forechecked and batt led 
against the boards, won the 
puck, and centered it to Ethan 
Kelly who snapped it home.  
Hamden began to pressure 
the Westies, but LaFountain 
was up to any challenge in net, 
including a tough save on a 
breakaway.

Mazuroski fi red through 
traffi  c to complete the scor-
ing for the Blue Devils later in 

the third period.  The Dragons 
converted a breakaway in the 
fi nal minute to make the fi nal 
score 5-1.  LaFountain made 
14 stops in the game.

The West Haven Peewee 
A travel hockey team lost a 
pair of contests this weekend. 
The Westies were blanked by 
second-ranked Simsbury on 
Saturday, then fell to Ham-
den, 8-3,  Sunday morning in 
Hamden. Michael Madera and 
Zach Goetz e each had a goal 
and two assists, while Mickey 
Dowd added a goal and an as-
sist. 

Trailing 5-0 against the 
Green Dragons, the Westies 
tried to come back with three 
goals in 4:18 to get within 5-3 
in the second period. Goe-
tz e fed Madera, who scored 
from in front for the fi rst tal-
ly. Madera and Dowd set up 
Goetz e 3:37 later and Dowd 
scored off  assists from Madera 
and Goetz e 41 seconds after 
Goetz e’s tally, but the Westies 
never got closer. 

The West Haven Bantam A 
travel hockey team went 2-0 
on the weekend, where it did 
some great things as a team 
playing two great games.

On Saturday, the Blue Dev-
ils welcomed the Western CT 
Jr. Colonials to the Bennett 
Rink, where they came out 
on top 4-0. Sean Bosworth got 
the scoring started on a short-
handed unassisted goal from 
the point in the first three min-
utes of the game. After going 
the rest of the first period and 
the first twelve minutes of the 
second period scoreless, Matt 
Morgan then scored two unas-
sisted goals in the final three 
minutes of the second period. 
Justin Pniewski scored the 
fourth and final goal of the 
game early in the third period, 
with Joey Honcz getting the 
assist. 

Colin Deane, Carl Murgo, 
Bosworth and Dante Hardt all 
played well in the contest.

On Sunday, the Westies 
went and visited their rivals, 
the Hamden Green Dragons, 
where they went home with a 
10-1 victory. 

After going down a goal in 
the first thirty seconds, David 
Brown answered for West Ha-
ven less than a minute later 
and the Westies never looked 
back. Bosworth and Hardt got 
the helpers on Browns tally. 
Morgan then scored with six 
minutes left in the first, with 
Brown and Pniewski getting 
the assists. The Blue Devils 
would then score four goals 
in the second, the first coming 
off Hardt, with Honcz getting 
credit with the assist. Jayden 
Spreyer then scored an unas-
sisted goal with 2:47 left in the 
second. Brown scored his sec-
ond of the day a minute and a 
half after Spreyer’s goal, with 
Nolan Cole getting the helper. 

See Upitj Jpcleu. page 15

Squirt  A tops Greenies in ‘Winter Classic’
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WestieBlue.com

For all your West Haven sports, visit 
www.westieblue.com

Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni 

Photos     Videos     Player of the Week     WH Championship teams
Future Westies     Alumni     Hall of Fame WH News and Notes

Team Leaders     Statistics     Coaches Information     Coaches Corner 
And more 

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site 
Contact Mike Madera 

Phone: (203) 530-1322 
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com 

Continued from page 14
Cole then scored his own goal just 11 seconds later. 

West Haven then went on to score four in the third, scoring 
two goals in the first four minutes, with both goals coming from 
Pniewski. Morgan and Cole got the assists on Pniewski’s goals. 
Cole then scored his second of the game with six minutes left 
off an unassisted goal. Cade Simone scored the final goal of the 
game with five minutes left, with Cole getting the assist, his fifth 
point of the game.

Kevin Gardner, Matt Wezenski and Brown all played well in 
the game. 

Brendan Smith played phenomenal in net in both contests 
over the weekend, getting a shutout in Saturday’s game.  

Youth Hockey

West Haven Girls basketball continued with double-header 
action as league toward a holiday break.

The Rings End Bruins captured two wins starting with a 
21-8 win over the Prospect Fish & Game Blue Devils.  Noelle 
Lawrence, Emily Hartshorn and Sarah Went led the offense for 
the Bruins.  The Blue Devils were led by the play of Angelica 
Riley and Kira Sek.  

The Bruins also rolled to an identical 21-8 win over the 
Cardinals.  Neveah Stegall, Abby Wynrus and Camilla Murphy 
combined for 17 points to lead the Bruins.  Cristel Miguel, 
Denavia Pittman and Lily Granata led the Cardinal attack.  

The Gunning Law Huskies also notched two wins to remain 
unbeaten.  Cashlin O’Neil and Taryn Walker combined for 20 
points as the Huskies raced past the Blue Devils, 30-11.  Emma 
McFarlane and Haleigh McCarthy also scored for the Huskies.  
Micah Pullen knocked down a pair of three-pointers and 
Madyson McGuire, Terrianna Rodgers and Lia Petruzziello also 
scores for the Blue Devils.

Molly Gunning, Samira Huckaby and Taryn Walker combined 
for 19 points in the Huskies’ 35-21 win over the West Haven 
Drug and Alcohol Task Force Panthers.  

Ciara Harp had 13 points for the Panthers and Jocelyn Silber 
and Jacianna Mitchell also starred for the Panthers.  

Lily Granata exploded for 17 points and Madden Evangeliste 
and Jada Fowler combined for 14 as the Shoreline Dental 
Cardinals upended the Napoli Parts Eagles, 37-20.  Justice 
Butler, Madyson Ortiz and Amarae Rosario combined for 18 
Eagle points. 

The scoring of Ciara Harp, Kylie Gibbons and Riley Boynton 
powered the Panthers to a 22-19 win over the eagles.  

Amalia Ortiz and Emily Velasquez combined for 12 Eagle 
points.  

Bruins cop two victories
in Girls League hoop play

Photo by Russ McCreven

Follow the bouncing ball!
West Haven players converge in the lane in search of an elusive pass.  The Westies won their 

first game of the season, a 42-28 victory over Warren G. Harding High.
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bsg BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

Best Prices
In Town

Best Prices
In Town

184 Campbell Ave 203-934-3100
West Haven, CT 06516 emmettsautoct.com

GB Masonry
Stone Walls * Sidewalks * Pavers

Chimneys * Brickwork * Flagstone
Stone Siding * Stucco

Fully Insured -- Quality Work!
17 years Experience

Jimmy-- 203-206-1159
gbmasonrystone@gmail.com

10% Off
For Military, Seniors & UNH Students

Houses & Decks • Deck Staining
Patios & Flag Stones • Fences

BBB Member

PRESSURE WASHING
LINDSAY'S

Cell: 203.915.6546 Insured
Call Buddy

Hamden, CT
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?

Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,

And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience

Friendly service.

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing. 
Insured. Free estimates. Call 
(203) 506-9384.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street 
parking, Use of penthouse meet-

ing room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview. 

(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 301

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs -- Walls and ceilings, 

sheetrock, carpentry. Free es-
timates. Insured HC#0647093. 
Bill (203) 901-2136.

SITUATIONS WANTED
Caregiver/Compainion/Home-

maker. Live-in. Over 10 years 
experience. (203) 909-1660. Can 
provide transportation.

FOR RENT
Share apartment. Large new-

ly furnished bedroom. Internet, 
cable. Off-street parking.  Bus 
route starts on corner. Smoker 
OK. Light housework available. 
$120/week. Call Ron, 203-907-
6993.

SITUATIONS WANTED
House-cleaning. Reliable 

woman with refrences toclean 
houses or offices. Moving in 
or out. Call Patricia, (203)982-
8239.  

FOR RENT
Room for rent, all amenities 

included: W/D, heat, hot water, 
kitchen priv., off-street parking. 

$650/month. Call 203-997-5370.
LEGAL NOTICE

This is to give notice that 
I, ROBERT SEVERINO, 742 
OCEAN AVE., WEST HAVEN, CT 
06516-6842, have filed an ap-
plication placarded 11/16/2018 
with the Department of Con-
sumer Protection for a RES-
TAURANT LIQUOR PERMIT for 
the sale of alcoholic liquor on 
the premises of 703 CAMPBELL 
AVE., WEST HAVEN, CT 06516-
3711.

The business will be owned 
by CHARGERS BAR AND 
GRILLE, LLC. Entertainment 
will consist of Acoustics (not 
amplified), Disc Jockeys, Kara-
oke, Live Bands, Comedians.

Objection s must be filed by 
12/28/2018

ROBERT SEVERINO
PIANO LESSONS

Play fine music well! Piano 
lessons in your home since 
1992. Beginners welcome. Deti-
als. Fall openings

ESTATE SALE
Whole-house estate sale. Ev-

erything must go. 15 Albion 
Ave. Friday 9-3, Saturday, 9-1.

WANTED TO RENT
Garage to  park 1994 Ford 

F150 pick-up truck. Call 540-
537-1179.

SEEKING A ROOM
Single man, seeking room or 

one-room apartment. Contact 
Richard, (203) 752-8871.

     Classifieds     Classifieds

Grassy Hill Auctions

Always Buying

Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments

(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone

& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken

or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &

MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old

Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &

Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,

Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,

Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,

Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical

Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial

Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney

Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,

Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk

Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern

Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,

Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…

& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore 
Owners 

(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com

&&&&& TTTTTHHHHHEEEEE LLLLLIIIIISSSSSTTTTT GGGGGOOOOOEEEEESSSSS OOOOONNNNN!!!!!
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Business Spotlight 

Ready to drive with Harte? 

By Jennifer Leach
Acting Associate Director, 

Division of Consumer and 
Business Education, FTC

The FTC is ge  ing reports 
about people pretending to 
be from the Social Security 
Administration (SSA) who 
are trying to get your Social 
Security number and even 
your money. In one version of 
the scam, the caller says your 
Social Security number has 
been linked to a crime (often, 
he says it happened in Texas) 
involving drugs or sending 
money out of the country ille-
gally. He then says your Social 
is blocked – but he might ask 
you for a fee to reactivate it, or 
to get a new number. And he 
will ask you to con  rm your 
Social Security number.

In other variations, he says 
that somebody used your So-

cial Security number to apply 
for credit cards, and you could 
lose your bene  ts. Or he might 
warn you that your bank ac-
count is about to be seized, 
that you need to withdraw 
your money, and that he’ll tell 
you how to keep it safe.

But all of these are scams. 
Here’s what you need to 
know:

  The SSA will never (ever) 
call and ask for your Social 
Security number. It won’t 
ask you to pay anything. 
And it won’t call to threaten 
your bene  ts.

  Your caller ID might show 
the SSA’s real phone number 
(1-800-772-1213), but that’s 

not the real SSA calling. 
Computers make it easy to 
show any number on caller 
ID. You can’t trust what you 
see there.

 Never give your Social 
Security number to anyone 
who contacts you. Don’t con-
 rm the last 4 digits. And 

don’t give a bank account or 
credit card number – ever – 
to anybody who contacts you 
asking for it.

 Remember that anyone 
who tells you to wire money, 
pay with a gift card, or send 
cash is a scammer. Always. No 
ma  er who they say they are.

If you’re worried about a call 
from someone who claims to 

be from the SSA, get o   the 
phone. Then call the real SSA 
at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-

325-0778). If you’ve spo  ed a 
scam, then tell the FTC at ftc.
gov/complaint. 

Be wary of fake calls about your Social Security Number

W i n t e r 
s t o r m s 
create a 
higher risk 
of car acci-
dents, hypothermia, frostbite, 
carbon monoxide poisoning, 
and heart a  acks from overex-
ertion. Winter storms and bliz-
zards can bring extreme cold, 
freezing rain, snow, ice, and 
high winds. A winter storm 
can:

  Last a few hours or several 
days;

 Knock out heat, power, 
and communication services; 
and

 Place older adults, young 
children, and sick individuals 
at greater risk.

If You Are Under A Winter 
Storm Warning, Find Shelter 

  Stay o   roads.
 Stay indoors and dress 

warmly.
 Prepare for power outages.
 Use generators outside 

only and away from windows.
 Listen for emergency in-

formation and alerts.
 Look for signs of hypother-

mia and frostbite.
 Check on neighbors.

How To Stay Safe When A 
Winter Storm Threatens:

Prepare NOW
Know your area’s risk for 

winter storms. Extreme winter 
weather can leave communi-
ties without utilities or other 
services for long periods of 
time.

Prepare your home to keep 
out the cold with insulation, 
caulking, and weather strip-
ping. Learn how to keep pipes 
from freezing. Install and test 
smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide detectors with bat-
tery backups.

Pay a  ention to weather re-
ports and warnings of freezing 
weather and winter storms. 
Sign up for your community’s 
warning system.

Gather supplies in case you 
need to stay home for several 
days without power. Keep in 
mind each person’s speci  c 
needs, including medication. 
Do not forget the needs of 
pets. Have extra ba  eries for 
radios and  ashlights.

Create an emergency supply 
kit for your car. Include jump-
er cables, sand, a  ashlight, 
warm clothes, blankets, bot-
tled water, and non-perishable 
snacks. Keep the gas tank full.

Recognize And Respond
Frostbite causes loss of feel-

ing and color around the face, 
 ngers, and toes.
Signs: Numbness, white or 

grayish-yellow skin,  rm or 
waxy skin

Actions: Go to a warm room. 
Soak in warm water. Use body 
heat to warm. Do not massage 
or use a heating pad.

Hypothermia is an unusually 
low body temperature. A temp 
95 degrees is an emergency.

Signs: Shivering, exhaustion, 
confusion, fumbling hands, 
memory loss, slurred speech, 
or drowsiness

Actions: Go to a warm room. 
Warm the center of the body 
 rst—chest, neck, head, and 

groin. Keep dry and wrapped 
up in warm blankets.

Information from:
ready.gov/winter-weather

Plan ahead for winter
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Lost Your License or ID?

We can 
help!

City of West Haven West Haven City Hall, 355 Main St
Tues, Wed, Friday 9 am - 3:30 pm; Thursday 9 am - 5:30 pm

Operated for ANY CT Resident by the West Haven Chamber of Commerce
In partnership with the City of West Haven & CT DMV

203-933-1500  westhavenchamber.com/DMV

CT License or ID Renewal  Lost CT License or ID Replacement
Address Change  Name Change

Verified License for Domestic Travel Easy Access & Ample Parking

State of Connecticut’s
Only Municipal DMV Partner

The West Haven High 
School girls swim team had a 
much improved and success-
ful season competing in the 
dual swim meets where they 
improved to 2-8-2 behind the 
leadership of senior captains 
Anya Celmer and Nicole Gas-

ton, and senior Daniela Mo-
rales.  

Much of the success was 
attributable to a young team 
that is rebuilding with a 
strong group of hopefuls. The 
Blue Devils loses were by the 
slightest of margins decided 

by a single event in most cases. 
Another highlight is the addi-
tion of a new diving coach Pat 
Simon.. 

The Blue Devils went on 
to the Southern Connecticut 
Conference (SCC) Champion-
ship in the post-season, where 
they competed in both indi-
vidual and relay events.  The 
swimmers competing at SCSU 
Hutchinson Natatorium were 
Victoria Acuna, Anya Celmer, 
McKenna Driver, Kaelyn Fa-
langa, Morgan Falanga, Madi-

son Hobart, Alana Orecchio.
The post-season was even 

better at the state class LL di-
vision qualifying in East Hart-
ford, and championship meet 
at SCSU. 

The relay teams improved 
to finish one place above their 
seed placement in the 200 yard 
medley relay (2:01.37), 200 
yard free style relay (1:45.20), 
and 400 yard free style relay 
(4:04.94), and the two indi-
vidual stand outs were Anya 
Celmer competing in the 50 

yard free-style (26.46) at the 
qualifying meet, and who also 
set new West Haven records at 
the championship meet in the 
100 yard backstroke (1:00.97), 
and Kaelyn Falanga competed 
in the 200-yard freestyle and 
the 500-yard freestyle at the 
qualifying meet. 

“I am very proud of the hard 
work the girls put in at the 
pool this year. We get stron-
ger every year and our future 
looks bright,” Coach Robin Vi-
ani said. 

Lady Westies end ‘18 season on a high note

Submitted Photo

The 2018 West Haven High girls swim team. Several members participated in post-season 
competitions, despite a 2-8-2 season mark.
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