West Haven’s only independent news source

West Haven

By and For West Haven

Voice

Voice Profile
A weekly in-depth interview

“People come here with a
smile on their face because
they want to be here.”
~ Retired Rec Director
Bill Slater

March 7, 2019
Vol. 23, Issue 9, 20 Pages

Page 11

Budget surplus
touted by Rossi;
trashed by critic
By Josh LaBella
Voice Reporter
While the mayor is touting an announced $3 million batch of
black ink as a good thing, in this election year, some of her critics are not convinced it is such a good sign.
The mayor’s office announced a surplus of over $3 million in
the city’s general fund for the Fiscal Year that ended June 30,
last week.
Mayor Nancy Rossi called the finding, which was the result of
an annual audit, an “important benchmark” for the city.
According to a press release, “The report showed a surplus
in the general fund of $3,144,027 resulting in a positive fund
balance of $2,181,149. The audit also reported surpluses in the
Allingtown Fire Department and Sewer Funds of $539,409 and
$1,833,451 respectively.”
The audit was conducted by PKF O’Connor Davies, LLP of
Wethersfield.”
Rossi attributed the surplus to doing exactly what she said she
would: including painful cuts, eliminating programs and positions, enforcing a hiring and overtime freeze, and downgrading
See Surplus, page 16
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‘We’re Cool’
Four year old twins Georgia and Sawyer Farrell take a few turns on the Bennett Rink ice Sunday. While many organized programs canceled, local skaters enjoyed the break in the weather
to get out to the high school rink.

Connor is 2019’s top Irishman

JOAN CONNOR

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Joan Downing Connor, a founding member of the West Haven IrishAmerican Club who epitomizes the
qualities of an Irish Westie, will receive the city’s Irishwoman of the Year
award on the Friday before St. Patrick’s
Day at the 28th annual St. Patrick’s Day
Celebration.
The West Haven St. Patrick’s Day
Committee will fete Connor, the
daughter of immigrant parents from
County Kerry, Ireland, by hanging
a green street sign designating City
Hall’s Campbell Avenue entrance
“Joan D. Connor Square” for a year.
Last year’s recipient, Coleman W.
Walsh, Jr., will take home his sign at

the start of the ceremony.
The “Irish Person of the Year” honor
is bestowed annually on an Irish resident, or couple, who personifies service in the city’s rich Irish-American
community.
“It means the world to me to be
thought of like this and to remember
everyone who started the Irish-American Club,” said Connor, who will toast
her Irish heritage with scores of her
closest friends and loved ones, along
with an array of shamrock-clad dignitaries and descendants of folks from
Erin. “It brings back such fond memories.”
Accompanied by Celtic music played
by bagpipers and drummers, members
of the West Haven Police Color Guard

will escort Connor to the Campbell Avenue side of City Hall at noon March
15 for her special recognition.
A corned beef and cabbage lunch
will follow in the First Congregational
Church of West Haven’s Fellowship
Hall, at 1 Church St. opposite City Hall
on the Green.
The St. Patrick’s Day Committee,
led by Chairwoman Beth A. Sabo, the
city’s commissioner of human resources, includes the lifeblood of West Haven’s Irish-American society, such as
members of the Irish club and former
honorees, as well as former and current city, fire and police officials.
“The committee made a wonderful
choice,” Mayor Nancy R. Rossi said.
See Connor, page 3
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Things
to Do

Weather
Friday
March 8

Saturday
March 9

Partly cloudy
skies in AM
will give way to
mostly cloud in
PM. High 39F.
Sunrise: 6:15 am
Sunset: 5:50 pm
Wind:NW 10-20
mph.
Cloudy with
snow showers
changing to rain
in PM. High 38F.
Sunrise: 6:14 am
Sunset: 5:51 pm
Wind: NE 10-15
mph.

Sunday
March 10

Temp change will
change snow to
rain in the PM.
High 41F.
Sunrise: 7:12 am
Sunset: 6:52 pm
Wind: ENE 10-20
mph.

Monday
March 11

Rain showers early with overcast
skies reast of the
day.. High 45F.
Sunrise: 6:33 am
Sunset: 5:37 pm
Wind: SW at 10-15
mph.

To have your event
featured here email it to:
info@westhavenvoice.com

Kids’
Forecast
Jayden Barnes, Age 2, a student at the West Haven Child
Development Center, Inc.,
predicts wind and rain as
March begins!

The West Haven ItalianAmerican Ladies Auxiliary
will be hosting Pizza Wars,
to crown the best pizzeria in
West Haven. All proceeds will
be to benefit the Italian Studies Scholarship. The date is
March 9 at the I-A Club from
11-3. Minimum donation is $5.
The annual St. Patrick’s Day
parade is set to setp off in New
Haven on March 10 at noon.
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Fax: 203-937-7529

One of the oldest such parades
in the nation, it will include
representatives of West Haven
Irish groups, and resident Taylor Biscelgia as Parade Queen
for 2019.
Bradley Point Garden Club
of West Haven will hold its
monthly luncheon, followed
by a workshop on pressed
flower arranging, at noon on
Tuesday, March.19 in the lower level of Ora Mason Library,
260 Benham Hill Road. New
members are always welcome.
Call Marie at (203) 878-8428.

Government
Meetings
Monday, March 11 -- City
Council, City Council Chambers, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, March 12 -- Planning and Zoning Commission.
7 p.m.; WHHS Building Committee, 7 p.m. Both in City Hall.
Thursday, March 14 -- Charter Revision Commission,
Council Chambers, 6:30; West
Shore Fire District, WSFD
headquarters, 7 p.m.

On this date:

The West Haven Garden
Club will hold its monthly
meeting on Thursday, March
14, at St. Louis Church on Bull
Hill Road at 11:30 a.m. A luncheon will then follow.

Editor Bill Riccio
info@westhavenvoice.com
Sales Director Alan olenick
sales@westhavenvoice.com
Staff Reporter
Josh.LaBella@westhavenvoice.com
Website: westhavenvoice.com
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Connor: Top Irishman
Continued from page 1
“Mrs. Connor is the epitome
of a first-generation American.
She is proud of her heritage
and cherishes her home community of West Haven.”
Connor, 86, hails from an ancestry whose legacy is stitched
into the tapestry of the American fabric.
From celestial green shores,
millions of indomitable Irish
sons and daughters set out
across the Atlantic Ocean seeking a brighter day in the United States. Alongside a melting pot of other immigrants,
the Irish people helped build
strong communities like West
Haven and forge America’s
future.
In 1911, at the ages of 24 and
21, respectively, Connor’s parents, John Downing and the
former Nellie Reilly, left their
homeland in search of the
American promise, eventually
meeting in New Haven’s Newhallville neighborhood and
marrying there in 1922.
Her father worked as a
waiter and bartender, and her
mother toiled as a maid and
homemaker who raised the
couple’s four daughters.
“I was brought up with pride
to be Irish and to be an American,” Connor said. “I am very
proud to say that I am first
generation here. My parents

were very proud to be American citizens, and my mother
always said we were American Catholics of Irish descent.
So keeping my heritage alive
is very important to me.”
She added, “Being Irish
means family, friends, love,
laughter — taking care of each
other, and having a laugh and
a good time while you do it.”
Connor, born in the Elm City
in 1932, grew up in a two-family home at 109 Lilac St. in Newhallville.
She graduated from Wilbur
Cross High School in 1950.
Two years later, she married James J. Connor and had
three children, Joanne Connor,
James P. Connor, who died
in 1980, and Patricia Connor
Thompson.
The Connors moved to West
Haven in 1957 to raise their
family and “build a better life
for themselves.”
The couple were instrumental in founding the IrishAmerican Club in 1962 with
John and Mary Reynolds, Jim
and Rita Artes, Jack and Bea
Neylan, Dick and Kate Jones.
They were joined by the Gallagher, Hudson and McDonough clans.
According to Connor, they
asked one another at the time,
“New Haven has an Irish club,
why not West Haven?”

After more than a half-century of continuous operation, the
Irish club is still going strong.
And Connor is still a hands-on
member.
Rossi lauded the civic-minded Connor for her dedication
to the Irish-American community, saying, “Mrs. Connor has touched the lives of
many Westies and has made
an indelible mark on the IrishAmerican community here.”
The mayor will present her
with an Irish flag and a proclamation citing her commitment
to “carrying on the spirited
traditions of Ireland and the
spiritual teachings of St. Patrick.”
Connor will also receive a
jacket embroidered with her
new title: Irishwoman of the
Year.
The Irish-American community in West Haven takes
great pride in the St. Patrick’s
Day traditions that have been
handed down from each generation. The wearin’ of the
green holiday remains a day
of fun in the minds of the
many who celebrate it, but
there is also a deeply religious
significance for the Irish Catholic community. Every March
17, those of Irish birth or lineage honor the memory of St.
Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland.

Your West Haven Realtor !
Heather Scutti
“The Rescue Realtor”

Considering Buying or Selling
a Home?
Call me today for a free
Market Analysis!

203-667-0504

Heather@colprop.com

I love
this town.
Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516
Bus: 203-932-0591

1601485

Thanks, West Haven.
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Dear Felicia
Well, well and more wells.
Effen yew thought the silly
season was gonna be restricted to the time we git closer
to summer, yew were totally
wrong. It seems the silly season – what we call the campaign around here – will begin
way early, and will have what
we thought: a three-way race
come Hades or the flood. That
was made abundantly clear
when Deb Collins did what
had been rumored around the
berg for at least three or four
weeks. She’s makin’ a run for
it.
This is very interesting. Sammy Bluejay jest a couple weeks
before had said that he thought
the three factions that make
up the ruling party in this berg
-- the Picard, Borer and Morrissey factions – would be at
peace for this go-round. The
thought was the Morrissey/
Borer was so taken apart in
2017, not only with the loss
to Rossi, who is supported by
the Picard faction, but then got
shelled in the Town Commit-

tee primary a few month later
in 2018.
But like it said to Sammy
then, that was then and this
is now. Things around here
don’t last that long, and whilst
one or t’other faction might
concede defeat on the short
term, they somehow git their
dobbers up and live to fight
another day. In this case this
means that Collins will now
try to put together a campaign
to git as many town committee
votes as she can.
I forgit what the threshold is,
but I figger that once the town
committee goes for Rossi, Collins is gonna hafta git signatures on a petition – always an
easy thing – and put herself on
the primary ballot. Then the
fun can really begin. But, we
hafta say, we weren’t disappointed by Collins last week
when she made her announcement.
Neither she nor the mayor
are ones for holding back their
comments or their barbs. Both
are known for having tongues

that are on the acidic side, and
they use them rather perntedly. It’ll be very interesting how
this kind of plays out.
Ed O’Brien, meanwhile, is
gonna mount his own independent campaign, and he really doesn’t like herroner. He
hasn’t held back his own barbs
concerning her, and she hasn’t
exactly been a box of chocolates to him. With three candidates in the race, and none
of them really havin’ much
respeck for t’other it’s gonna
be a rather salty campaign,
methinks,
As Bette Davis said, “Fasten
your seatbelts, it’s going to be
a bumpy ride.”
~~~
And as if that ain’t all, now we
have the news that the city was in
the black by 3 million kopecks in
the last audit, and both herronner
and Ed O’Brien are tryin’ to take
credit for the surprise. How in
heck does that work?
Tennyrate, right on cue the two
got entangled in a war of words
and had an exchange that just
warmed the cockles of our heart.
We get a kick outta these two.
Don’t think this is over, we got
a feeling that the politicos in the
City Council and the Thoid Floor
and the former administration are
gonna have much, much more to
say about this news.
We, on the other hand, are jest
happy that for the foist time in
more years than we wanna count,
the city wrote its books in something other than red. The knock
on it now is that it is because of
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the state putting in the money
that was promised. Well, yeah.
So, I guess the legitimacy of the
surplus is what is in question.
What we hafta remember is that
effen the state came through with
its funding like it was supposed
to, wouldn’t that be considered
part of the budget. Why is this
contribution that was planned
any different? We’re jest askin’
not tryin’ to git involved in the
back-and-forth
Speakin’ of the budget, we’re
getting very close to the new
budget being presented. I would
think within the next week or two
a public notice is expected to go
out and the City Council will be
summoned to its special session
so that Mayor Rossi can present
her second budget. One thinks the
entire thing will be a rather moot
pernt. With the MARB (Municipal Accountability Review
Board) having all but veto power
on the spending plan, and with all
we know about the five-year plan
that it pushed, there will be a tax
increase, and austerity budget.
The council should have a very
easy time with this legislation as
it will have very little input as to
how it all comes out. One wonders what the attendance will be
at this year’s study sessions.
~~~
The wag was in here jest now
and saw that the state is gonna
kickoff some folderol about
early voting. Y’know it is
SUCH a big deal, cuz we hafta
make sure everybody votes.
Sorry, like the wag I ain’t buyin’ it. This whole “early vot-
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ing” thing is just a way to have
more fraud.
Methinks the wag had it
right when he posited this
query: Does early voting mean
that we won’t haft extend voting hours in a certain Bridgeport polling place anymore
because of the long lines that
happened to show up after
buses pulled in? We won’t
have the lines anymore cuz the
people on those buses will just
get a form.
If voting is supposed to be
such a privilege, why are
we treating it like a right?
That’s Cobina’s question. If
they don’t show an ID, they
shouldn’t be allowed to vote.
It’s that simple. Of course,
with the current leadership
here and elsewhere, they’re
gonna do anything to maintain the status quo. It’s jest
too bad local politicos are involved in the fraud of this and
other attempts to poison the
voting well.
~~~
Whilst all that is going on, Nelly
Nuthatch has let it be known that
the Charter Revisions Commish
has all but finished its review of
the charter and is in the process
of tweaking its recommendations.
The commish chairman, who is
Ed Granfield, sent in an update
this week, and yew can read it
elsewhere. The long and short of
it is, the report of the commission
ain’t required until July, but this
group has worked its collective
tail off.
It will be interesting to see what
happens once the City Council
gits the report. This group has
looked at every aspeck of the charter, has sliced and diced every
paragraph, and has come up with
what are rumored to be some very
interesting proposals. I know one
proposal, term limits, is nixed by
the state. So, that ain’t gonna go
anywhere unfortunately. We’ve
seen even in city government after a while people get bored with
the positions, but still are loathe
to give ‘me up.
Still, it’s nice to know that one
group in the city has really done
outstanding work throughout
the more than year-long time it’s
been operating. Not many groups
can say that.
~~~
As far as the plan by the governor to enact tolls in the state:
does anyone really believe
him? He lied about it, so why
should we believe anything he
sez about anything else for the
rest of his term?
I know, we’re supposed to
expeck that they lie, but sometimes the sheer blatant quality
of it is setch that ole gals like
me can’t understand how they
sleep at night.
~~~
With that bit o’ chatter, I’ll close
this week till next, mitt luff und
kizzes,

Cobina
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‘Day of Caring’ was a team effort
It was billed as a “Day of
Caring,”
and
volunteers
showed it was exactly that.
Sunday, Feb. 17, homeless
and struggling families were
invited to the program, and
given a day of neighbor helping neighbor.
Sponsored
by
Michelle
Caprio, Phil Liscio, Westies
Care and The First Congregational Church, the day was coordinated through the efforts
of the West Haven Family Resource Center.
Like most events of this kind,
it didn’t just happen.
Many hours were spent in
the planning of what events
and services were needed.
In the early part of January,
Caprio reached out to Liscio,
whose Westies Care organization has served the community for more than a decade,
asking if he would be a vital
part of her plan by asking the
church’s permission and having his organization serve a
hot meal. Within a few days
Phil gave her the answer she
was hoping for and the planning began.
Caprio contacted many businesses asking for samples and
made care packages of essential items.
She also received blankets
donated by WHPD to hand
out, had clothing and shoes
available, information for Veterans Services provided by

the VA, information for local
shelters, and several services
to make everyone feel better.
Many businesses and organizations took part in the event.
Caprio would like to thank:
Will Barakat from Sal’s Barber Shop and Stephanie Cabral of Progressions Salon &
Wig Boutique for providing
haircuts; Michelle D’Avignon
and Merissa Watson for doing manicures; WHFD for
discussing basic first aid, providing first aid kits and taking blood pressure: dental
screenings by VDHS Founder,
Sharon McCreven, RDH: West
Haven Pediatrics for taking
blood pressure and answering
questions; Shoreline Health
and Wellness Center for talking to those who wanted to sit
and chat; and Edward Voss
from the West Haven Lions
Club for providing information about vision and equipment available.
“While our friends were
waiting their turn for services
they enjoyed a hot meal generously donated and served
by Westies Care and took
fun Polaroid pictures to take
with them to remember their
special day. As I indicated on
the flyer, I wanted them to all
know how truly special they
are,” Caprio said.
She also placed the following note inside each care bag
to be a constant reminder.

Tree warden issues
advisory on threat
by predatory insect

By Leo Kelly
Tree Warden
As the tree warden of West Haven, I would like to advise the
public about the presence of emerald ash borer and its effect on
our ash tree population.
The ash tree is a native hardwood deciduous tree found
throughout Connecticut.
The most common and abundant species are green ash and
white ash.
The ash tree was popular to plant and maintain along streets or
parks because of its useful and adaptable urban tolerances and
resistance to numerous environmental stressors.
Ash tree wood makes for great firewood, baseball bats and furniture and has been in Yankee life for decades as a commonly
available and useful timber tree.
West Haven’s ash tree cover citywide constitutes about 2 to 3
percent of all trees in our entire forest, slightly less on city roads
and parks.
The emerald ash borer, or EAB, is a non-native beetle that
made its way from China to Michigan. First discovered in Detroit in 2002, EAB has since spread east to Connecticut and New
England and is now fully verified in 35 states and five Canadian
provinces.
By most accounts, the introduction of EAB occurred through
shipping containers in green pallet wood from China. Recent
campaigns by the U.S. Forest Service have instructed people to
minimize the movement of firewood, which has become a large
contribution to EAB’s spread.
EAB will destroy an ash tree in three to five years and continue
to infest and re-infest an ash tree until it collapses and dies while
moving on to new hosts as the lifecycle continues.
Details at https://www.dontmovefirewood.org.

“ I hope this little bag and
event remind you that you
are worth so much ! There is
always help, there is always
hope. Hope you have a great
day!” it said.
Liscio
echoed
Caprio’s
thanks.
“The First Congregational
Church of West Haven and
Westies Care were honored to
collaborate with Michelle, volunteers and companies that
made this event both classy
and successful,” he said.
State Rep. Dorina Borer (D115), who was in attendance
said had many thanks to give.
“We have a significant number of vulnerable residents in
West Haven that need our attention and care. Thank you
to the Caprio Family for not
only the valuable work they
provided to connect these
residents to the resources they
need, but for also continuing
to shine a spotlight on homelessness. No one should be
without food and shelter. No
one,” she said.
Caprio said special thanks
went to the volunteers: Janet
Liscio, Michaela and Chloe
Caprio, Christopher Hibson,
Steve Gourdier, John Lorenzo
and Ava Donovan along with
Westies Care volunteers Daniella Occhineri, WHHS Senior,
Chef Bill Tingley and John
Madzik.
“Without them this day

would not have been possible,” Caprio said. “To those
who donated items to make
the care packages. Bank of
America, Stop and Shop and
Walmart WH , Henry Schein
and Patterson Dental Supply
Companies, Chief O’Brien/
WH Rotary, Bob Alvine from
Premier KIA of Branford, BIC
Pen, Peter Whyte, an anonymous donor, and Simple Modern Company of Oklahoma
for providing amazing ther-

mos tumbler cups, I am beyond humbled by all of your
generosity.”
She had one special thanks to
give.
“Everyone was very generous and I sincerely appreciate
the love that was displayed at
the event and I would like to
publicly thank Phil (Liscio) for
supporting my idea and for
all his hard work in our Community. It was a beautiful day
to see so many people smile,“

Photo by Russ McCreven

Sharon McCreven, RDH doing a dental screening on Veteran Efrain Feliciano Reyes
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Lamont pulls a Weicker

Surprise! That was the reaction heard from most
politicians and pundits after Gov. Ned Lamont’s announcement that he was exploring – with the idea of
implementing – tolls throughout the state’s limited
access highways. This was an idea that he had given
short shrift to in his campaign, but in true Lowell
Weicker, Jr. fashion Lamont was against the idea –
until he was for it.
No one should be surprised by the Lamont announcement. In fact, we believe the only true reaction of surprise came from Lamont’s former GOP opponent, Bob Stefanowski. He was not so surprised
by the announcement as to the fact the governor
announced it so soon after taking office. He suspected the toll issue would be flip-flopped, but not
so quickly. The rest of the reactions were, especially
from Democrats, posturing.
It should be remembered that Weicker set the tune
in the hymnal when he flipped on the state income
tax, which he called “pouring gasoline on the fire.”
That was, until he determined very quickly he liked
the idea.
The income tax was supposed to end all of the
state’s bickering over funding, provide more cash
than we knew what to do with, and allow the state to
prosper and compete. The sugar coating for taxpayers was supposed to be the spending cap – one that
has since been discarded by the General Assembly.
The spending cap was duly ignored, and then just
determined to be moot by state officials.
We bring up the income tax question because it
has many parallels to what is seen today. The flip by
Lamont is only the first parallel. A second is the fact
the state will give a discount – some say as much as
50 percent – to state residents, while the full vig will
be paid by out-of-state cars and carriers.
A third parallel is the promise – much like the fact
the income tax would be the save-all for state expenses – the tolls would pay for infrastructure repair and replacement. Firstly, we’ve been paying for
that in gasoline taxes. Does anyone remember the
gas tax was earmarked for just such repairs and replacement when the Mianus River Bridge collapsed
back in 1983? We do.
While it will be touted as a newer, better levy to fix
our roads and bridges, this tax, and it is a tax, will
find its way into the General Fund -- just as all these
earmarked levies have in the past.
Lamont lied, and Democrats are swearing to it. He
knew he was going to try to implement tolls. It is the
newest idea to extract more funds from the state’s
tax-strapped residents. And once again, the move is
as tone deaf as others Democrats have made in the
last two decades.
Connecticut is losing people at an alarming rate,
and the new tax law has increased that exodus. Now
that families are allowed to deduct only $10,000 of
state taxes from their returns, the state’s profligate
is no longer being bankrolled by the federal government.
Instead of finding new ways to tax, the General Assembly should adjust to the new realities and find
way to cut costs, streamline government, and cut
wasteful and ineffective programs. We won’t hold our
breath.
Connecticut, like New York, Massachusetts and Illinois, will not learn, nor will its politicians take heed.
The harsh reality of bankruptcy is on the horizon,
and it might be the state’s only salvation. Meanwhile,
we have a politician in the governor’s office who does
what they all do: lie.

Surplus is only a beginning
By Nancy R. Rossi
Mayor
Last week, the City of West
Haven announced a budget
surplus and positive fund
balance for the first time in
many years. Although this is
great news, I received many
requests for clarification and
what the audit meant for the
city moving forward.
So, I hope this explanation
will give people additional
information and a better understanding of how important
this surplus and positive fund
balance are as we continue to
aggressively market West Haven to prospective commercial
businesses-let’s face it no one
will invest in a community
that cannot balance their budget and has no plan.
The City of West Haven received its operational results
and annual audit for Fiscal
Year 2018 (July 1, 2017 – June
30, 2018).
The 12-month operational
audit showed a surplus (revenues exceeded expenditures)
of $3.1 million. This is similar
to a profit in the corporate
world and is critical to the financial health of any organization.
The Allingtown Fire Department and the Sewer fund also
saw much needed and significant surpluses and are now in
a much better financial posi-

tion.
The Allingtown and Sewer
funds reported surpluses of
$539,409 and $1,833,451 respectively.
The fund balance (budget reserve or rainy day fund) can
be compared to a savings account. The city of West Haven
had run operating deficits (expenditures exceeded revenue)
for fiscal years 2014, 2015, 2016
and 2017.
This drove the cumulative
operating deficit to $18 million. This means we had a
negative balance in our savings account and quite frankly
spent money we did not have.
The prior administration
bonded (borrowed) receiving proceeds of $17 million
with an amortization schedule
(payment plan) of 10 years.
This left about a $1million
negative fund (savings) balance.
So, when the City of West
Haven announced a surplus of
$3.1 million, the fund balance
after taking into account the
negative balance carried forward is $2.1 million.
West Haven has not had a
positive fund balance or rainy
day fund in over a decade.
Some people will confuse the
two terms deficit and debt.
Deficits are the results of
budget operations and debt is
long-term and similar to a per-

son’s mortgage.
Debt is created by bonding
(borrowing) for major equipment or projects (buildings)
and is usually paid off over
a 5-, 10- and 20-year period
based on the asset and its useful life.
The current long-term debt
for West Haven is $116.8 Million. Much of this can be attributed to past school construction projects, police pension
bonds (2002) and of course the
deficit bonding from 2017.
The good news for West Haven is we now have a positive
fund balance (rainy day or
savings account) as a result
of an operating surplus for
fiscal year 2018 and our long
term debt payments are projected to significantly decrease
in fiscal year 2023 even as we
permanently finance (bond)
for the new West Haven High
School.
This is partly because the
police pension bonds will be
paid off (2022).
A copy of the audit is available on the City of West Haven
website.
I hope this information will
give you a better understanding and appreciation of the
progress the city has made
over the past year.
We have made momentous
improvement but there is still
a lot of tough work ahead.
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By Eleanore Turkington
Dear Eleanore Turkington:
Fix the timing!Heading north
on Captain Thomas Boulevard, at the intersection of
Kelsey Avenue, there is a lane
for left turn only for cars and
a street light with a green left
arrow. This is for cars turning
left into Jimmie’s Restaurant
on the Savin Park Conference
Center.
This left arrow light used
to have to be “tripped on” so
it can only work if a vehicle
turned into that lane. Well,
somehow that changed and
now that left arrow signal is
timed with all the other lights
at that intersection. So, now
even if no car is in that left
turn lane we sit and wait for
no one to move as that signal wastes time. Can that be
changed back to needing to
be “Tripped “on, please? Let’s
get our signals straight.
MH Capt. Thomas Blvd.
Dear MH Capt. Thomas
Blvd.
Here’s a suggestion: Obviously, if you are a Gripe Vine
reader, you are aware of the
lack of communication to
Gripe Vine from the mayor’s

office. However, the city has
councilmen available for its
residents so I have compiled
a record of which councilmen
can be contacted for assistance. Today, the representative from your district is Nicholas Ruickoldt.
His phone number is (203)
640-4809; email ruickoldt@
westhaven-ct.gov
I would
ask you to contact Gripe Vine
within two weeks to let me
know if a change was made
and whether or not your councilman responded to your
gripe.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:
I live on Hinman Street and
the rain water puddles at
the end of my driveway because of a huge pot hole. I just
moved to this area and I am
sure it will get worse during
the ongoing winter and every
time it rains.
Resident Hinman Street
Dear Resident:
Please contact your District
Councilman, Peter Massaro,
(203) 687-1201. His email address is pmassaro@westhaven-ct.gov
As I stated at the beginning of

ELEANORE TURKINGTON
my column today, I suggested
my readers contact their district councilman with their

gripes. When Mayor Nancy
Rossi begins to respond to
Gripe Vine on my readers’ issues, I will investigate taxpayers and resident’s complaints
and publish their completion.
Until then, call or email your
district councilman for assistance and most important let
me know within two weeks
whether or not you received
assistance from your district
representative. The results
will appear in my column.
A special note to West Haven’s Councilmen: Upon receiving resident’s gripes and
your investigation revealed
the complaint was corrected or

unjustified, LET ME KNOW,
PLEASE. There is a time element between receipt of a
gripe and its actual solution.
I will be happy to inform my
readers of your cooperation.
Gripe Vine Readers, you
can email your complaints
to gripevine4wh@aol.com or
write to Gripe Vine c/o West
Haven Voice, 666 Savin Ave.
Please include your name,
address and phone number,
kept in strict confidence with
me. You can submit your complaints on the coupon next to
Gripe Vine and if you need
more space, use a sheet of paper.

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Ramen restaurant opens
Mayor Nancy R. Rossi, center, cuts the ribbon Monday with
Iishin Ramen Bar chef and co-owner Johnny Chen, second
from left, and co-owner Penny Gao, third from left, to mark
the ceremonial opening of the city’s first ramen restaurant
at 291 Captain Thomas Blvd., formerly Savin Rock Roasting
Co. Joining the celebration are, from left, state Rep. Charles
J. Ferraro, R-West Haven; Rossi’s executive assistant, Lou Esposito; Iishin waiter Andy Xu; Gao’s mother, Cindy Gao; state
Rep. Michael A. DiMassa, D-West Haven; Gao’s father, Jackie
Gao; and Fred A. Messore, city commissioner of planning and
development. The remodeled restaurant’s bar mixes a clever
concoction of cocktails, such as a Soho lychee martini and a
sake cosmopolitan, with a creative menu of mouthwatering
appetizers and heaping bowls of ramen noodle soup. Iishin
is open Sunday-Thursday, noon-10 p.m., and Friday-Saturday,
noon-11 p.m.
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Historian’s corner
Okinawa Beach
For The Boy, the summer of
1957 seemed to go on and on
forever. Every day brought
new adventures and new op-

portunities to explore—sometimes in the woods behind
their house on Kelsey Avenue—sometimes elsewhere.
But on one of those days, dur-

Okinawa Beach as it looked in 1962. Bradley Point had
houses onit

ing The Boy’s travels he made
the startling discovery that a
properly motivated four year
old could actually outrun a
policeman.
Actually, not every day was
filled with the freedom to explore. In fact, mother had
held him prisoner on their
property ever since that ugly
little incident a few weeks earlier when he had been chasing
stray dogs in the woods out
back. On that day, The Boy
had fallen and hit his forehead
on some of that shale that
seemed to be poking out of the
ground everywhere. Mother
had sounded so shrill when he
came home with blood all over
his shirt, and she had insisted
that Dr. Hurwitz stitch him

By Dan Shine
back together immediately.
That had been a bad day.
But the stitches had been
out for at least a week now—
would she never forget the
past? The Boy desperately
needed the freedom to roam:
after all, he was almost five,
and hadn’t he just heard mother telling someone that he was
“growing up?”
At that moment, mother was
inside the house feeding his
baby brother—this was The
Boy’s opportunity to make a
run for it—in a flash he had
climbed over the back fence,
and he was on his way!
But to where should he go?
Mother and father had told
him never to go into the marsh,
because that was where the

hobo camp was. And he was
never, ever to go to the Savin
Rock amusement area by himself. Right then he needed a
change of pace from his trips
into the woods, so The Boy
headed for Okinawa Beach,
for mother had not yet told
him that he couldn’t go there.
Now, back in 1957, Savin Avenue extended from Elm Street
all the way down to the base
of Bradley Point; there it met
Beach Street; from there, Beach
Street ran along the shore from
First Avenue all the way to Sea
Bluff, where it linked up with
Ocean Avenue. The section of
Captain Thomas Boulevard
that runs from present-day
Turk’s down to the Cove River
did not exist at that time.
The beach lying between
Bradley Point and Savin Rock
is known as Okinawa Beach,
because of its resemblance to
one of the beaches on the Japanese island of the same name.
So, back to our story: when
The Boy reached Savin Avenue, he followed it down
to the water, passing the old
Carvel stand and the miniature golf range just before he
reached Bradley Point, the intersection, and the beach.
The Boy spent the next half
hour or so playing on the sand
at the water’s edge, and filling
his pockets with jingle shells.
At first, he hardly noticed the
approach of the black sedan
with the red light on the top,
but when the policeman got
out and came toward him, The
Boy realized that he just might
be in trouble.
The officer tried to coax him
into the police car, but The Boy
knew that only bad guys were
picked up in police cars, so he
shook his head. The officer
became frustrated and made
a run for The Boy. Now the
pursuit turned into a game, as
The Boy ran up and down the
beach in circles around the officer, laughing as he ran.
Finally, the frustrated policeman left The Boy on the beach
and drove away, and The Boy
had a few minutes to savor his
victory; but then the police car
returned, and this time the policeman had mother with him.
Now the situation looked serious.
So, mother and son walked
home from the beach together, and mother must have felt
very relieved, because she
bought The Boy a Carvel ice
cream cone on the way. But
when they got home, he was
sent straight to his room, and
when father got home from
work, The Boy got something
that was known in those days
as a “wailing.” Never again
did he repeat that adventure.
But there would be others.
Our thanks to Harold Hartmann for his assistance.
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‘Community Service Award’

Dinner
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Frank Meyer, representing the New Haven Ski Club, center, receives a wooden “Community Service Award” plaque
Monday at City Hall from Mayor Nancy R. Rossi and Robert
S. Morton, director of the West Haven Interagency Network
for Children. The club was cited for its contribution to the annual toy drive organized by WHINC. Dubel’s Cafe owner Fred
Hugendubel, who was unable to attend the ceremony, is also
a recipient of the award. Morton, who is also the director of
West Haven Youth and Family Services, distributed the toys,
valued around $3,000, to 88 city families in need.

Flapjack fundraiser slated
The West Haven Interagency Network for Children will hold a
flapjack fundraiser from 8-10 a.m. April 27 at Applebee’s restaurant, 526 Boston Post Road, Orange. The cost is $6 and includes
pancakes, bacon and a drink. Proceeds will support activities for
children with special needs. Tickets are available at West Haven
Youth and Family Services on the second floor of City Hall, 355
Main St. The agency’s goal is to sell at least 200 tickets.
For information call (203) 937-3633.
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Mayor Nancy R. Rossi congratulates Director William P.
“Bill” Slater on his retirement from the Department of Parks
and Recreation during a reception attended by dozens of coworkers Feb. 28 at City Hall. Rossi presented a citation to
Slater for “41 years of dedicated service” to the city, including the last 25 years as Park-Rec’s director. He was also cited
by the mayor for providing “dynamic and engaging programs
to meet the recreational needs of our community, enhancing
the quality of life for thousands of Westies.” Slater was hired
Feb. 21, 1978, under the administration of Democratic Mayor
Robert A. Johnson.

Bill Slater moves
to next chapter

By Josh LaBella
Voice Reporter
Bill Slater, former Director of West Haven Parks and Recreation, is ready for his next adventure. Slater, who worked for
the department for 41 years, finished his last day Friday.
Slater, who led the five-employee department, got his degree
in recreation and leisure services from UConn. He said he entered the field because he always had an interest in sports and
activities. Slater called the department important for any town
or city.
“You know when you move into a town, everybody has police
and fire, the Board of Education,” said Slater. “But what do you
do when you get here? That’s why recreation is really important. It’s fun to give people something to do.”
According to Slater, the department runs all sorts of programs
all throughout the year, although summer is the busiest season.
He said the lack of a city community center has them always
fighting for space.
“If it’s not a field for a game then it has to be indoors somewhere,” said Slater. “That basically means we have to go to the
school system. It becomes a fight for space and time. Something
that is badly needed in this town is a community center.”
Slater said along with the demographics of the town, the most
popular sports and activates have also changed. He said baseball has been replaced with soccer as the most popular sport. He
also said what is expected of their programs has changed.
“People are looking for organized, supervised activities,” said
Slater. “What was ‘day camp’ has really become ‘daycare.’”
Historically, said Slater, parks and recreation is one of the first
places to face cuts in hard financial times. He said their budgets
have done well for the past few years.
“We haven’t lost a lot of money but we haven’t gotten any either,” said Slater. “One of the big issues, I was just talking to
the mayor yesterday, is with the minimum wage increase that is
going to go up to $15 an hour in the next four years. But if our
budget doesn’t go [up] with it, then I’ll have to pay a 15 or 16
year old kid $15 an hour. Then I’ll hire fewer kids to work, which
means I will service fewer kids, which means we’ll bring in less
revenue. It’s a loser all the way around.”
Slater said there needs to be a difference between a minimum
wage for people working to support a family and young people
working their first job.
The people he got to meet and work with were his favorite part
of the job.
“People come here with a smile on their face because they want
to be here,” said Slater, “as opposed to paying taxes or getting a
See Slater, page 18
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Sharks advance with OT win
With time ticking away in
overtime of the quarterfinals
of the girls state hockey tournament, West Haven/Sacred
Heart Academy’s Mia Celentano had one thought going
through her mind and that
was to end it here.
Coming in off a 2-on-1 rush
with Taylor Nowak, Celentano pounced on a rebound
of a Nowak shot and beat East
Catholic goalie Maren Riley
with 51.6 seconds left in overtime to lift the second-seeded
Westie Sharks to a 2-1 victory
over tenth-seeded East Catholic at the Edward L. Bennett
Rink in West Haven Saturday
evening.
With the victory, WH/SHA
(20-3) advances to Wednesday’s semifinal action against
Darien in Shelton at 7:30 p.m.
“I did not want to play another overtime,” Celentano
said after lifting the program
to the farthest point it has ever
been in state tournament action with the semifinal bid.
“No one stopped playing. We
really came out in the overtime
pushing. Taylor (Nowak) just
knows where to put the puck.
I was able to get the rebound.”
The goal for the Westie
Sharks came at just the right
time as the speedy East Catholic team was starting to take
advantage of a tired WH/
SHA team. If not for the goaltending of Kyleen Crowe, the
Westie Sharks dream of the
program’s first state title may
have come to a quick and bit-

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Mia Celentano’s game-winning goal in OT to propel the West Haven-SHA Sharks into the next round of the state tournament.
ter end in the overtime session.
Crowe came up with seven
saves in the extra session, but
none better then the glove save
she made on Meghan Croyle
with 4:04 to go in overtime.
“It was just a great group effort,” Crowe said. “My defense
did a great job and I wanted

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Player of the Week
Mia Celentano (28) is the Vio’s Sports Plus/Westie Blue Player of the Week. In a state quarterfinal game against East Catholic, Celentano scored the game-winner in the last minute of
overtime to lead the Westie Sharks to the state semifinals. To
read about the Player of the Week and learn about all of your
West Haven sports, including game stories, photos, videos and
more, visit www.westieblue.com.

to make sure I was back there
for them. They played great in
front of me.”
Croyle was the reason East
Catholic (16-12) forced the
overtime as she picked up
a rebound of a shot by Julia
Swanson and beat Crowe with
3:48 gone by in the third period. The goal by Croyle put the
momentum on the side of East
Catholic.
“We played great,” East
Catholic coach Frank Usseglio said. “We came in as the
ten seed and to play like that
against the two seed is great.
I expected that type of performance with the group I have.
But, they (WH/SHA) have four
girls on defense who are hard
to get by. We are fast, but those
girls are tough. They made it
hard for us.”
The Westie Sharks did all
they could not to go to overtime but Riley came up big in
several spots of the third period. Riley’s two biggest saves
came when she denied Nowak
with a blocker save with 7:10
left in regulation and then
denied Celina Condon on a
breakaway with 4:34 to go.
“East Catholic is a strong
team and you can never underestimate them,” WH/SHA
coach Erin Blake said. “They

‘Taylor (Nowak)
just knows where
to put the puck. I
was able to get the
rebound’
~ Mia Celentano
gave us a run for our money
and this game could have
gone either way. It came down
to the last second. We just
pushed hard and wanted it. It
was a good team effort.”
The Westie Sharks took a 1-0
lead in the second with the
best pressure of the contest to
that point. Off a scramble in
front, Megan Froehlich found
the back of the net with Jianna
Cohrs assisting 3:17 into the
period.
The goal by Froehlich
would hold up as Riley
turned aside eight shots
in the middle 15 minutes.
Riley’s best sequence came in
a 15 second span when she
denied Brooke McNabola
from the point, then a pair of
rebounds by Nowak off the
McNabola shot, before turn-

ing aside Nowak in close 15
seconds later.
Nowak then burst in on a
2-on-1 break with Cohrs, but
Riley (26 saves) stood tall with
another save with 2:44 left in
the second.
The two teams played to a
scoreless first period despite
combining for 14 shots. Each
team had its share of opportunities to get on the board in the
opening period, but both goaltenders made saves in close to
keep the game scoreless.
The Westie Sharks had the
better of the opportunities
early with Condon turned
aside by Riley from the high
slot 6:13 in, and a hard shot
by Nowak denied 3:40 later.
Cohrs had the best scoring
chance for the Westie Sharks
in the first period, but her shot
in close was denied by Riley
with 2:15 to go.
East Catholic also had its
opportunities, but Crowe (27
saves) was up to the task for
the Westie Sharks.
Mary McKiernan twice was
denied in the slot by Crowe
in a 26 second span, before
Crowe made a nice save off
Victoria Amaral in close with
2:02 to go in the first and another off Croyle on the doorstep 52 seconds later.
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Knights fall short in SCC finals
With wrestling and indoor
track now complete, Notre
Dame is down to three winter
sports teams still competing.
Basketball fell short in SCC
championship Game, hockey
wins its regular season finale,
and swimmers place 11th at
SCC Championship Meet.
Hockey -- Playing sound
defensive hockey and getting
great goaltending from Nicholas Piselli and Connor Smith,
the Notre Dame hockey team
won its second game in a row
as it beat ND Fairfield, 2-0, on
Feb. 26, to end the regular season with a 10-9-1 record.
The Green Knights used a
pair of third-period goals to
beat the Lancers. Kevin Millea
struck first early in the third
period and Tom Ashmore
scored late to seal the win.
Piselli and Smith combined
to make 22 saves in the shutout win. Notre Dame opened
CIAC Division I state tournament action when they hosted
Fairfield Warde/Ludlowe on
Tuesday.
Basketball -- The Notre
Dame basketball team entered
the SCC Championship Game
on, Feb. 27 looking for its first
crown since joining the league
when it was formed in 1994.
Instead, it was Cross who
walked away with a 54-40 win
and its 8th league title. It was
the second win in 12 days for
the Governors over the Green
Knights.
The Green Knights got off

Photo courtesy of NDWH

ND basketball fell short in trying to claim its first SCC basketball title falling to Cross, 54-40. The Green Knights opened state
play on Wednesday in second-round action of the Division I tournament.
to a slow start, incurred foul
trouble by its SCC Player of
the Year Connor Raines, and
shot only 31 percent from the
field for the game. That led
to a 12-point halftime deficit.
Notre Dame got within five
and then six early in the fourth
quarter, but then went over six
minutes without a field goal,
ending any hopes of a come-

back. Notre Dame opened up
CIAC Division I state tournament play on Wednesday.
Swimming -- Keyed by
four swimmers, Notre Dame
placed 11th at the SCC Championship Meet held on Feb. 27
at Southern Connecticut State
University. It was the quartet
of William Hinckley, Jonathan
Farricielli, Sean McDermott,

and Alexander Ozonoff leading the way.
That grouping earned the
Green Knights highest finish when they medaled in the
200 medley relay event that
opened the meet. They swam
in a time of 1:48:20 to place
fifth overall. They also finished 10th in the 400 freestyle
relay. Hinckley also had the

best individual finishes - 9th
in the 100 freestyle and 14th in
the 200 freestyle.
~~~
You can get all the latest athletic news, scores, and more
by following @NDWHAthletics on Twitter, Instagram,
YouTube, and Periscope while
frieNDing the @NDWHAthletics Facebook group.
Submitted Photo

West Haven Wizards cheer
on their teammates during
Saturday’s All-Star Pentathalon. Several local swimmers
competed in the statewide
event, and copped several
firsts and other places in the
meet. Several collected best
times, while two records were
broken.

Wizards collect top spots in finale
The Yankee League All-Star Pentathlon included ten West Haven Wizards,
who collected top finishes and best
times.
The All-Star Pentathlon is a seasonending meet, where all the swimmers
compete in the same five events: butterfly, backstroke, breaststroke, freestyle and a 100-yard individual medley. The times from all events are
added up and the swimmer from each
age group with the fastest cumulative
time wins.

Six Wizards earned top 6 finishes
in the Yankee League: Sophie Fonck
– first place for the 6 & under Girls,
Evan Piskura – first place for the 6 &
under boys, Anna Piskura – first place
for the 7/8 girls, Aarya Mulmi – fourth
place for the 9/10 girls, Collin Charron – second place for the 11/12 boys,
Kaleigh Morton – sixth place for the
13/14 girls, Carly Weber – sixth place
for the 15 and over girls, Madison Hobart –fifth place for the 15 and over
girls and Anya Celmer for earning first

place in the 15 and over girls in her last
meet with the Wizards. Collin Charron made his mark in the competition
by breaking the11/12 boys Wizards 50
backstroke record!
At the end of the All-Star meet, kids
got to cheer on their coaches as they
raced against the coaches from all the
other teams in a relay.
The Wizards’ spring season is just
around the corner. The spring season
is an ideal time to get involved. Registration is now open through the West

Haven Parks and Recreation. The
Wizards’ spring team is an eight-week
stroke clinic, it is a great opportunity
for new swimmers to learn all 4 strokes
and fundamentals of swimming.
It is also a great opportunity for experienced swimmers to refine their
technique. All ages and abilities are
welcome.
For more information on the West
Haven Wizards please visit the team
website at www.westhavenwizards.
org.
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Squirt A eliminated from Tier IV play
The West Haven Squirt A
travel hockey team advanced
to the quarterfinals of the CHC
Tier 4 state championship, but
were eliminated in a 4-0 loss
to Western Major on Saturday
night at the Newington Ice
Arena. The Blue Devils complete the season with an overall record of 31-19-5.
The Westies went 3-0 in pool
play but due to tiebreakers
they were the third seed going
to the cross-over round. In the
quarterfinal game, the Blue
Devils controlled the opening period and outshot Western, 12-3, but could not find
the back of the net. The game
was scoreless until midway
through the second period
before Western began to pull
away.
West Haven was strong
throughout the playoffs. The
Westies opened play on Thursday night in Newington with
a 6-2 win over South Windsor.
Sean Studley opened the scoring for the Blue Devils when
he knocked in a rebound of
Ethan Kelly’s shot just 37 seconds into the game. South
Windsor tied the contest, but
the Westies regained the lead
when Cameren Lipford dove
and tipped the puck to Kelly
who centered to Studley who
jammed in a one-timer.
The Westies made it 3-1 in the
third period when Jonathan
Charbonneau’s point shot was
deflected by Studley over to
Lipford.
Lipford slammed
home the loose puck. One
minute later, Studley blocked
a clearance pass to Lipford,
who fired over the goalie’s
shoulder.
Ethan Kelly then weaved
through traffic and went the
length of the ice to deposit
one for the Westies. Studley
capped the scoring and earned

a hat trick when he skated
from his own defensive zone
and buried a wrist shot off the
far post with just two seconds
remaining. Maddex LaFountain made 18 saves, including
a couple breakaway stops, in
net for the Westies.
In game two on Friday night
the Westies knocked off New
Canaan, 5-4.
West Haven
went down 2-0 early, but came
roaring back later in the first
period.
Ethan Kelly came
flying out of the penalty box,
stole a pass, and scored with a
wrist shot to make it 2-1. With
1:14 left in the period, Studley
netted a wrist shot with Lipford and Kelly assisting. With
nine seconds remaining, Studley tipped a pass to Kelly who
slammed it home and gave
West Haven the lead.
In the second period, Ethan
Kelly drove the puck to the
net and fed Studley for a tap
in on the doorstep and a 4-2
lead. New Canaan scored, but
West Haven made it 5-3 when
Ryan Pniewski took a point
shot that Studley redirected to
Kelly in the slot. Kelly spun
and fired a wrist shot through
the five-hole.
New Canaan made it 5-4
early in the third period, but
the West Haven defense, led
by Leo Mazuroski, Matthew
Kelly,
Charbonneau
and
Pniewski, made the score hold
up. LaFountain was solid and
finished with 23 saves.
On Saturday morning, the
Westies beat the Wonderland
Wizards, 4-1, to clinch a spot
in the playoffs. Gavin Coady
got West Haven on the board
when he won a puck in the
defensive zone and carried
it along the boards. Coady
knocked a pass to Ethan Kelly
who skated in and scored.
The game remained 1-0 into

WestieBlue.com

the third period when Kelly
passed from behind the net to
Lipford in the slot for a wrist
shot and a two-goal lead.
The Wizards made it 2-1 and
pressured the Blue Devils, but

West Haven got strong shifts
from Zach Melchiore, Rafi
Treat, Aedan Guarino and
Lucas Iversen to stay in front.
Studley then won a loose puck,
skated around a defender, and

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Player of the Year
West Haven Blue Devil Niko Kyle is congratulated by Coach Joe Morrell after he was named
Southern Connecticut Conference Player of the Year. Kyle, meanwhile, was preparing for the
Devils’ CIAC Division I Tournament opener, which was scheduled prior to press time.

WEST HAVEN LIBRARY
PRESENTS

1ST ANNUAL MINI GOLF
FUNDRAISER
WHEN: MARCH 30
WHERE: MAIN LIBRARY,
300 ELM ST.
TIME: 10A-5P

For all your West Haven sports, visit
www.westieblue.com
Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni
Photos Videos Player of the Week WH Championship teams
Future Westies Alumni Hall of Fame WH News and Notes
Team Leaders Statistics Coaches Information Coaches Corner
And more

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site
Contact Mike Madera
Phone: (203) 530-1322
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com

buried a rising wrist shot to
make it 3-1 with just 1:39 on
the clock. Studley iced it with
an empty net goal for the 4-1
final score. LaFountain made
21 saves in the win.

COST IS $5/PERSON
RAFFLES! SILENT AUCTION!
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS!

YOU CAN ALSO SPONSOR A
HOLE FOR $150
DONATE AN AUCTION OR
RAFFLE ITEM!
CALL 203-937-4233 FOR
DETAILS OR EMAIL:
DIR@WESTHAVENLIBRARY.ORG
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SHJBL offers scholarships
for 2019 local graduates
The Shore Haven Junior Baseball League will be accepting
scholarship applications for current high school seniors pursing
further education.
The league will be awarding three scholarships in the amounts
of $250 in honor of Sal Arminio, Dave Terese, Sr., and Mario
J.Argentino, plus the Joseph Morrell, Sr., Scholarship.
All applicants must have participated in the league for two
years for the first three scholarships.
Applications must be returned by May 15 to: Charles Gunning, 125 Central Ave., West Haven, 06516.
For information can be obtained from area guidance oﬃces or
by calling (203) 934-9740.

Registration open
for tai chi program
Instructor Jonathan Davis is back, with a new sixweek format for tai chi.
The tai chi exercises will incorporate the Five Traditional Chinese Elements to
benefit participants’ overall
health and well-being.
Registration is open for
Tuesday, Thursday or both
days.
Sign up at www.whparkrec.com.

Grassy Hill Auctions
$ CASH $ For Your Items!!
Photo courtesy of WHHS

Scholar-Athletes
Pictured above are West Haven High School Nash Noble
and Keegan Riccio, who are the SCC Scholar Athletes for the
winter season. Nash is ranked 33rd in the class with an overall of 4.0 GPA. He has been a four-year member of the soccer and tennis teams, a member of the National Honor Society
and Peer Advocates. Keegan has been a four-year member and
a captain of the girls’ soccer, basketball and lacrosse teams.
She is currently ranked number 22 in the class with a 4.1 GPA.
She is also a member of the National Honor Society and Peer
Advocates.

Always Buying
Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments
(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone
& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken
or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &
MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old
Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &
Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,
Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,
Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical
Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial
Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney
Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,
Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk
Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern
Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,
Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…
& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&
ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore
Owners
(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

Lost Your License or ID?

We can
help!
CT License or ID Renewal  Lost CT License or ID Replacement
Address Change  Name Change
Verified License for Domestic Travel Easy Access & Ample Parking
City of West Haven

West Haven City Hall, 355 Main St

Tues, Wed, Friday 9 am - 3:30 pm; Thursday 9 am - 5:30 pm
Operated for ANY CT Resident by the West Haven Chamber of Commerce
In partnership with the City of West Haven & CT DMV
State of Connecticut’s
Only Municipal DMV Partner

203-933-1500  westhavenchamber.com/DMV
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Surplus: Mayor touts new audit report
Continued from page 1
some positions from full to
part time. She said her administration is also looking at other ways to cut spending.
“Right now we are going
to be exploring a different
health care option,” said Rossi.
“We’re looking at all the different side-by-side comparison,
and then we’re going to pick
one and present to the MARB
(Municipal Accountability Review Board) subcommittee on
Mar. 12.”
Rossi explained that the budget for 2018 was crafted under
Ed O’Brien’s administration
but said when she got into office she noticed a number of
issues with it. She said this included building “an $8 million
hole” in the budget when he
was told he was not going to

get expected state revenue and
counting $2 million of Board
of Education emergency funds
as city revenue.
“The problem is, if the Board
of Education needed it, and
they have past few years, they
would need to draw from it
and it wouldn’t be there,” said
Rossi. “He (O’Brien) also ran
over the health care line item.
He didn’t put enough money
in the health care line item.”
She said when she first took
office there was a revenue
shortfall over $11 million. Rossi said O’Brien crafted a horrible budget.
“What he crafted was a
mess,” said the mayor. “I had
to come in and cut positions.
We had to take it down to bare
bones because he went freewheeling spending for the first

bsg

five months. We did a projection and even with the $8 million [from the MARB] you still
we’re going to have a deficit.”
But not all are happy with
the findings of the audit. Aaron Charney, councilman from
the third district, and who has
been a critic of some of the administration’s financial decisions, said the surplus is the
result of the state giving the
city an $8 million bailout. He
said without that funding the
city would have run a substantial deficit.
“Without that bailout the
Rossi and O’Brien administrations would be bickering over
who is responsible for the deficit,” said Charney. “The state
will not keep bailing out this
city. We need creative and aggressive measures to address

this. I fear without such measures taxes will rise as proposed by the Five-Year Plan.”
Charney pointed to the lack
of controls, which were also
discovered in previous audits,
were a source for disappointment. He said the city needs to
find ways to save and said the
biggest ways he could think
of would be to change health
insurance, consolidate departments, “reworking job classifications and making it so some
employees can float,” as well
as controlling overtime and
compensation time.
O’Brien, meanwhile, got into
a back-and-forth with Rossi
on the surplus, when he attempted to take credit for the
windfall.
The surplus announcement
comes just days before Rossi

will call the council together
to unveil her second budget,
which must be presented this
month according to the city
charter. That special session
has not been announced as of
press time. Meanwhile, Rossi
has an op-ed on the surplus in
this week’s edition (see page
6). The budget presentation
will include much of what the
MARB has already mandated
for the city over the term of the
Five-Year Plan. That includes
a mandated increase in the
city’s mill rate over the life of
the plan to cap out at 40 mills.
Most city officials expect
an increase in the mill rate to
comport with the incremental
outline set under the plan.
Once the budget is proposed
the council has a six-week
window to review it.
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LINDSAY'S

PRESSURE WASHING
Houses & Decks • Deck Staining
Patios & Flag Stones • Fences
BBB Member
Cell: 203.915.6546

10% Off
For Military, Seniors & UNH Students

Insured

Call Buddy
Hamden, CT

2SHQ  +RXUV
:HVW +DYHQ &7 

Attention Contractors
Your Next Customer
Will Find You Here

203-934-6397

Classified
Thursday, March 7, 2019

CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?
Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,
And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience
Friendly service.
FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.
Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area
$695/month, includes off-street
parking, Use of penthouse meeting room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview.
(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 301
GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor
repairs, tree work, hedgetrimming, power washing. Insured.
Free estimates. Call (203) 5069384.
HELP WANTED P/T
Part Time Office Position
Monday – Friday, 15 – 20 hours
Will train the right person.
(203) 931-8828
Keenan Funeral Home
SITUATIONS WANTED
Caregiver/Compainion/Homemaker. Live-in. Over 10 years
experience. (203) 909-1660. Can
provide transportation.
ROOM FOR RENT
Clean, quiet room near
busline. Kitchen privileges,
cable. References and security

deposit. Call 203-530-4566 or
203-230-5870.
FOR RENT
Room for rent, all amenities
included: W/D, heat, hot water,
kitchen priv., off-street parking.
$650/month. Call 203-997-5370.
.

SEEKING A ROOM
Single man, seeking room or
one-room apartment. Contact
Richard, (203) 752-8871.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs -- Walls and ceilings,
sheetrock, carpentry. Free estimates. Insured HC#0647093.
Bill (203) 901-2136.

HELP WANTED

Finance Manager: establish
reptng systems & measuring
cost reduction progs; determine performance metrics;
eval. M&A opportunities for US
& int’l mkts; assess return on

Page 17

capital of various co. opportunities, incl. divestiture & capacity expansion; create capital
investment plan; oversee cash
flow planning. BA in Fin. or
rel.; 3 yrs rel. exp.; resumes to
SABATINO NORTH AMERICA,
LLC, 135 FRONT AVE, WEST
HAVEN, CT 06516
TRY VOICE CLASSIFIEDS
CALL 203-934-6397.

EXPERIENCED TAX PRO
Need help with all the major income tax changes for
2018. Over 45 years experience, reasonable rates and
prompt service. Call Bill at
203-934-9525.

Are you a parent looking for a
high-quality pre-school in West Haven?

L

K NO MORE!

The West Haven Community House’s Head Start
program has immediate openings for 4 year olds

Head Start is a high-quality school readiness program
for children ages 3 to 5 from income eligible families.
The program gives children a “Head Start” in life by
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐƚŚĞŝƌŐƌŽǁƚŚĂŶĚĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚŝŶĂƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ
learning environment.
ƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐĂƌĞďĞŝŶŐĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚĨŽƌƚŚĞϮϬϭϵͲϮϬƐĐŚŽŽů
year, and there are opening now for 4 year olds.

West Haven Community House
www.whcommunityhouse.org

203-934-5221 Call Today!

West Haven Community House
Established 1941

Answers
to last week·s
puzzles

MARCH 7, 2019
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Officials helped read to WHCH kids

Photo courtesy of WHCH

West Haven Fire Dept. lieutenant Bill Heffernan was one of
the readers March 1.

Joining more than 45 million readers across the country who participated in the
16th annual National Education Association’s (NEA)
Read Across America Day on
Friday, March 1, volunteer
readers from the community
delighted preschoolers at
the West Haven Community
House.
NEA’s Read Across America
Day celebrates Dr. Seuss’s
birthday and the joys of reading. In addition, it promotes
adult participation in the education of our community’s
students with a goal to build
a nation of readers every day.
Community House Executive Director, Patty Stevens,
noted that agency board members, business leaders, and local officials were among those

who took time out of their
busy schedule to read to the
preschoolers. They included
Mayor Nancy Rossi; WHCH’s
board president, Bill Heffernan; board members John
Lewis, Grace Hendricks, Carole Porto, Gayle Tagliatela, Liz
Johnston; as well as Christina
Cappetta from Cappetta’s Italian Imports and Pizza, and
news reporter, Tony Terzi,
from Fox 61.
“For 78 years, the West Haven Community House has provided significant leadership in
educating our youth and is
grounded in the principle that
an investment in education is
key to our community’s wellbeing and long-term quality of life,” said Stevens. “We
provide a comprehensive preschool program to 144 chil-

WOMEN’S
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
Presented By:

W.O.W.

West Haven & OrangeWomen in Business
A networking group of the West Haven and Orange Chambers

Tuesday, April 2, 2019
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Cielo Ballroom
85 Chase Lane, West Haven, CT

Featuring Inspirational Speakers,
Networking Opportunities,
Continental Breakfast & More

Join us for a morning of networking, inspiration, and fun!
CONFERENCE SPEAKERS:

FEES/ADMISSION: $20.00
Includes Continental Breakfast

Monique Bolt
Director of Events,
Undergraduate Admissions
University of New Haven

STUDENT SPONSORSHIP: $10.00
No fee for Students

PURCHASE TICKETS: http://bit.ly/WLC-2019
Must pre-register, no tickets will be sold at the door

OR MAIL PAYMENT & NAMES OF GUESTS:
Jennifer Heath
President and CEO
United Way
of Greater New Haven

Sara Longobardi
Senior Executive VP,
Retail Banking
People’s United Bank

Orange Chamber of Commerce
605 Orange Center Rd, Orange, CT 06477

QUESTIONS:

Orange Chamber of Commerce
director@orangectchamber.com
(203) 795-3328
OR
West Haven Chamber of Commerce
info@westhavenchamber.com
(203) 933-1500

SPONSORSHIPS
AND PROGRAM AD SALES ARE AVAILABLE
Sponsorship & Ad Book Opportunities Available

dren through our Head Start
program, as well as help more
than 300 working families in
our Children & Youth Services
program that provides before
and after school care for elementary school-aged children
in seven West Haven schools.”
she continued.
Literacy-focused family engagement activities are held
monthly for Head Start families promoting the significance
of reading to their children
daily. Families signed up to
receive library cards, and enrolled to participate in the
library’s “1000 Books Before
Kindergarten challenge.”
Each child received a book,
which was donated from Read
to Grow; and a new pair of pajamas that were collected from
a pajama drive coordinated
by Head Start Family Engagement Facilitator member, Tennille Murphy resulting in 86
pairs of pajamas collected by
friends and family of New Haven County.
For more information please
visit
www.whcommunityhouse.org or call (203) 9345221.

Letter
Stealing memorial
flowers criminal
I am writing to whoever
is stealing flowers and momentos left at memorial trees
at Bradley Point and along
the shoreline. These flowers
are left in memory of family
and friends who have passed
away. Did you know that, or
did you just not care? They are
not for you or anyone else.
How can you steal these
flowers and keep them for
yourself or give them to someone else, and still feel good
about yourself? You are a despicable person who has sunk
lower than low. The next time
you decide to steal flowers,
think about the hurt you cause
when family members realize
that they flowers they have left
for a loved one have been stolen. You are a miserable creep!
Stephen J. Carney III

Slater

Continued from page 11
building permit. That doesn’t
mean anything against those
departments but those are
things you have to do. People
are here because it’s something they enjoy doing.”
Moving forward, Slater says
he will take the days as they
come. He said he and his wife
like to visit baseball cities and
go to games. He is also looks
forward to spending more
time with his grandkids.
“I’m looking forward to doing, basically, what I want,
when I want as much as money and health allow,” he said.
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Around Town
Senior trips slated
F. Senior and Friends has
planned a trip to Atlantic City
May 22-24 at Resorts Casino.
The package includes two dinners, a show and $25 coupon
for slot play.
Price is $279 for a double,
$269 for a triple and $389 for
a single.
A trip to Niagara Falls is set
for Aug. 5-8. Call for information on this and other trips.
Call Fred (203) 389-5808 or
(203) 927-4249.

Al-Anon group
An Al-Anon meeting group
invites new members to attend its weekly meetings on
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in
the First Lutheran Church, 52
George St. For information
and details, call (203) 506-1464.

West Haven resident attending college or a post high
school professional, technical
or trade school can be eligible
for a loan. Repayments do not
begin, and no interest will be
charged until one year after
graduation. If you are interested in making an application for a loan, please Gert
Beckwith at (203) 934-6921,
or Ralph Lawson, (203) 9346442

WHGC meeting
The West Haven Garden
Club will hold its monthly
meeting on Thursday, March
14, at St. Louis Church on Bull
Hill Road at 11:30 a.m. A luncheon will then follow and the
program will be Master Judge
Trish Manfredi who will be
doing a design workshop.

Student Loans

Vendors sought

The Seth Haley Memorial
Loan Fund of West Haven provides eligible college students
with loans of up to $2500 to
help students finish their post
high school education.
Applicants must be West
Haven residents who have
completed two or more years
of college or post-secondary
work or be in their final two
years of advanced work. Any

Vendors Wanted for Saturday, April 6, from 9-2:30 for
the Easter Festival and Craft
Fair at the church on the West
Haven Green, 464 Campbell
Ave. Lunch will include New
England Clam Chowder and
Chicken Noodle soups. Along
with vendors, this year’s festival includes a raﬄes, a bake
sale, kids’ corner and crafts,
a multi-room book sale, the

White Elephant sale, and pictures with Easter Bunny. To
join the excitement, contact the
First Congregational Church
of West Haven for an application, call (203) 933-6291 or
kirstenvargo@gmail.com.

Bradley Pt. confab
Bradley Point Garden Club
of West Haven will hold its
monthly luncheon, followed
by a workshop on pressed
flower arranging, at noon on
Tuesday, March 19 in the lower level of Ora Mason Library,
260 Benham Hill Road. New
members are always welcome.
Call Marie at (203) 878-8428.

Casino trip
The West Haven Senior Center is making a trip to Mogehan Sun on Wednesday, May
8. Cost is $25 with $15 free bet
and $15 food voucher or free

buﬀet. This trip is in conjunction with The West Haven
Housing Authority. Pick up
times are as follows: Morrissey Manor 8 a.m., Savin
Rock Conference Center 8:15,
Surfside 8:30, Union 8:45, and
John Prete 9. Those picked up
at Housing Authority sites,
please make reservation with
Yolanda (203) 933-9449. Those
picked up at Conference Center please register at the West
Haven Senior Center or call
(203) 937-3507. Bus leaves Mohegan at 4.

Oldies Review
The 37th edition of the Golden Oldies Review is scheduled for Saturday, April 6, at
the Cielo ballroom, 85 Chase
Lane, from 8 p.m. to 12:30
a.m. Michael Hoover presents
“Memories of Elvis” at 9:30.
DJ Charles Rosenay will provide music. Also featured is
Carla Gemma Tickets are $30
per person with door prizes

and raﬄe. Proceeds to benefit MDA Call Geri Caccavale
(203) 795-5473 or Lucy Prokop
(203) 468-2528 for tickets.

Coin Show
The Liberty Coin Club
of West Haven, organized
in1962, will host a Coin Show
on Sunday, March 17, at the
Elks Club, 265 Main St., from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Admission is free. Anyone
with an interest in buying,
selling or collecting coins, or
with questions about coins,
is welcome to attend. Expert
dealers and collectors will be
on hand.
3

Voice Classifieds
work for you!
Try us and see!
(203) 934-6397
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Luxurious
Affordable
Assisted & Memory Care

588 Ocean Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516

203-931-2510
www.seacrestweb.com

Located directly on Long Island Sound
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