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Voice Profile
A weekly in-depth interview 

“I’m not doing anything 
more spectacular than 
anybody else could do. 
It’s just that I do it.”

Carolyn Sires

See page  9

Photo courtesy of WHHSTWS

Senior opus 
West Haven High School 

Theatre Workshop proudly 
announces its 16th annual 
Senior Play. “The Valley,” 
writt en and directed by se-
nior, Courtney Skeens (fore-
ground), will premiere Fri-
day, May 17 at 6 p.m. and 
again at 8 p.m. Tickets are $5 
and will be sold at the door.

Viet vet leads parade
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Vietnam veteran William “Bill” Benson will 

lead the city’s Memorial Day parade when it 
steps off at 10:30 a.m. May 27.

Benson, 71, will guide the 53 -unit procession 
of veterans, dignitaries and bands along the 
1.5-mile parade course, which follows Camp-
bell Avenue from Captain Thomas Boulevard 
to Center Street.

An Army veteran who served a tour of duty 
in the Vietnam War, he embraced the honor 
with typical grace and humility.

“I love West Haven, and this is a very great 
honor,” Benson said of being named grand 
marshal. “The honor is not only important to 
me but to all Vietnam veterans.”

Benson was tapped by the West Haven Veter-
ans Council, which helps the city organize the 
annual parade, for his years of service to the 
Army, his fellow vets and his community, the 
latter of which is perhaps the cornerstone of the 

See Benson, page 11
Photo by Michael P.  Walsh

WILLIAM “BILL’ BENSON

Irate taxpayers
assail decision
on library funds

By Josh LaBella
Voice Reporter
Monday’s meeting of the city council in the Harriet North 

Courtroom was filled with viewers from the public. That is, 
until public session of their regular meeting ended. Most of 
the people in the court room were there to protest or speak on 
lack of funding for the library system. 

Supporters who spoke wanted to see the council make good 
on their promise that the library would receive $25,000 held in 
contingency last year for the FY19 budget as well as for them 
to provide greater funding in FY20.

Gertrude Beckwith, treasurer of Friends of the Library, said 
called the library “the stepchild” of the city and referenced 
repeated cuts. She said she would jump through hoops if she 
could but, not being able to, proceeded to stand on one leg.

See Council, page 11
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Weather

Government 
Meetings

On this date:

Things 
to Do
To have your event
featured here email it to:                  
info@westhavenvoice.com

  The West Haven Historical 
Society announces plans for 
an Open House exhibit, “Na-
tive Americans in West Ha-
ven.” 

The display will open Satur-
day June 8, and will be part 
of the statewide Open House 
Day for participating histori-
cal societies and museums 
throughout Connecticut.

The exhibit will feature some 
of the artifacts and objects 

from the Cove River Archaeo-
logical site including Projectile 
Points and Stone Tools uncov-
ered at the West Haven loca-
tion.

Visitors to the exhibition 
will be invited to engage in a 
number of activities that were 
typical of Native People in this 
region of Connecticut.

Open House Day will take 
place from 10-4 at the His-
torical Society 686 Savin Ave., 
across from the West Haven 
Green. Admission is free.

Annual Memorial Day Pa-
rade, Monday, May 27, 10:30 
a.m. Several bands, marching 
units and city’s three fire de-
partments march from Savin 
Parkade up to Center Street.

Monday, May 20 -- Board of 
Education, meeting room City 
Hall, 6 p.m.

Tuesday, May 21 -- Inland 
Wetlands Commission, 6:30; 
Police Commission, 7 p.m.; 
Housing Authority, 8 p.m. All 
meetings at City Hall.

Tuesday, May 28 -- City 
Council, Council Chambers, 7 
p.m.; WHHS Building Comm. 
7 p.m.

Overcast all day. 
High 65F.
 
Sunrise: 5:31 am
Sunset: 8:05 pm
Wind: SSE 5 mph
High Tide:
10:47 am;
11:04 pm

Friday
May 17

Partly cloudy for 
most of the day. 
High 67F

Sunrise: 5:30 am
Sunset: 8:06 pm
Wind: WNW 5-10 
mph.
High Tide:

Saturday
May 18

Cloudy with some 
sun. High 65F

Sunrise: 5:30 am
Sunset: 8:07 pm
Wind: WSW 5-10 
mph.
High Tide:
12:24 pm

Sunday
May 19

Overcast with 
showers. High 
65F

Sunrise: 5:29 am
Sunset: 8:08 pm
Wind: SE 5-10 
mph.
High Tide:
12:36 am; 1:11 pm

Monday
May 20

Contact
West Haven Voice
 
Published by West Haven Voice, LLC
666 Savin Ave., West Haven, CT 06516

203-934-NEWS (6397)
Fax: 203-937-7529
Website: westhavenvoice.com
Facebook: whvoice
Twitter: @whvoiceads

Editor Bill Riccio
info@westhavenvoice.com

Sales Director Alan olenick
sales@westhavenvoice.com

Staff Reporter
Josh.LaBella@westhavenvoice.com

Welcome new Sales Associate
Molly Gianfredi

 Bianca Dinallo, Age 3, a 
student at the West Haven 
Child Development Center, 
Inc., sees signs of spring ev-
erywhere.

Kids’
Forecast

Set your browser to
Westhavenvoice.com

        Like us on Facebook
    Love us Weekly!

1975 --  Junko Tabei becomes 
the first woman to conquer 
Mount Everest. 

1966 -- In China, the Cultural 
Revolution begins. The publi-
cation of the May 16 notifica-
tion marks the beginning of 
the political campaign, which 
was initiated by Mao Zedong 
and lasted ten years. 

1960 -- Theodore Maiman 
fires the first functional laser. 

1929 -- The first Academy 
Awards were presented at a 
private dinner with about 270 
attendees. 



1601485 State Farm, Bloomington, IL

I love  
this town.

I love being here to help  
life go right™ in a community 
where people are making a 

 

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516

Bus: 203-932-0591

Thanks, West Haven.
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A Partner in the 
Community

www.newhaven.edu

Schools purchased by Indiana developer
Two schools closed in moves 

to consolidate the system in 
the 2000s have been sold to an 
Hoosier State developer. May-
or Nancy R. Rossi announced 
this week her team, headed by 
Planning and Development 
Commissioner Fred A. Mes-
sore, has negotiated the sale 
of the long-vacant Edgar C. 
Stiles and Clarence E. Thomp-
son elementary schools to an 
Indiana real estate developer 
for $852,000. The city recently 
issued a request for propos-
als for both properties, with 
Indianapolis-based KCG De-
velopment LLC submitting 
the highest offer with the best 
plan for the sites, Messore 
said.

“Our entire team is honored 
to have been chosen to col-
laborate with the city of West 
Haven on these important 
projects,” said Joel Silver, vice-
president of KCG, a nationally 
respected developer that oper-
ates in 21 states and special-
izes in adaptive reuse projects. 
“We look forward to bringing 
new life to these schools and 
adjacent property by creating 
a vibrant mixed-income and 
mixed-use community.”

Messore said the Thomp-
son building, 165 Richards 
St., would be a mixed-use ap-
proach that would include 
commercial and business in-
cubator spaces and about 71 

market-rate housing units.
The Stiles building, located 

at 575 Main St. in the Transit-
Oriented Development Dis-
trict around the train station, 
would be composed of about 
50 market-rate housing and 
studio units that would be 
marketed to millennials be-
cause of their proximity to the 
station and Interstate 95, Mes-
sore said.

Rossi said the former schools 
have been vacant for years 
with no real plans for de-
velopment. Stiles closed in 
2004 and Thompson in 2010. 
In 2016, former Mayor Ed 
O’Brien’s administration sold 
the Thompson building to the 
West Haven Housing Author-
ity for $10, but the financing 
for senior housing fell through 

and the property reverted 
back to the city.

“These buildings have been 
vacant, quickly deteriorating 
and off the tax rolls,” Rossi 
said. “This agreement would 
generate needed tax revenue 
and would be promoted to 
commuting millennials and 
others because of their loca-
tion with easy access to public 
transportation and I-95. Nei-
ther one of these properties 
includes any tax abatements, 
which will make them fully 
taxable on day one.”

According to city officials, 
the estimated value of the ren-
ovated Stiles building will be 
about $13 million, with an as-
sessment for taxation of about 
$9.1 million that will generate 
an estimated $330,000 in an-

nual tax revenue. The reno-
vated Thompson building will 
be valued around $10 million, 
with an assessment of $7 mil-
lion that will produce about 
$254,000 in annual tax revenue 
for the city.

“The one-time influx of cash 
from the sales will further im-
prove the city’s fiscal health, 

but beyond the short term, 
these properties will generate 
about $584,000 in tax revenue 
a year,” Rossi said. “With this 
transaction, we will be grow-
ing our grand list, relieving 
the burden of ownership on 
the city’s taxpayers, and an-
ticipating the improvements 
that come with restoration.” 



Dear Felicia

“The affordable home heating oil specialists” 

Serving West Haven residents since 1987.          HOD #362 Cobina

As I scribe this weeks’ mis-
sive to you, we are doing a 
replay of March. Whilst the 
calendar is telling us we’re in 
the middle o’ May, the rain 
and cold and damp feels like 
March. Usually this is the 
week it starts to git warm 
around here. Don’t seem like 
it’s ever gonna be warm. And 
remember, I don’t mind the 
heat, so I ain’t one to complain 
when it’s up in the 90s.

Tennyrate, here in the Asy-
lum by the Sea some things 
are definitely takin’ place that 
will make the summer a really 
interesting time. Usually July 
and August are perty quiet cuz 
the politicos in the berg are off 
sunning and funning. Well, 
with this bein’ an election year, 
things are percolating and will 
finally be done when the town 
committees make their selec-
tions in July.

On the Demmy side, we al-
ready know that there was 
a possibility of a primary. 
Herronner jest made her an-
nouncement for reelection last 

week as expected. Now all that 
has to be done is for Deborah 
Collins to formally announce 
her campaign, and we know 
what happens: we have a pri-
mary.

Collins has all but announced 
that she’s running, puttin’ to-
gether a campaign team and 
doing all the preliminary stuff 
that one expects. And that 
means come September, the 
party faithful will be asked to 
come out again – for the ump-
teenth time since the 1990s, 
and determine whom the can-
didate will be on the ballot.

In the last two primaries of 
this sort, the incumbent lost. 
John Picard got bumped by 
Edward O’Brien in 2012, and 
O’Brien had the situation re-
versed on him four years later 
by Mayor Nancy Rossi. The 
difference is this is Rossi’s foist 
term, whilst both Picard and 
O’Brien had already been in 
office for three and two terms, 
respectively. Only twice has a 
one-term mayor been ousted. 
Mayor Bill Heffernan was 

turned out by the Harold Al-
len machine in 1973. Clem 
Evangeliste lost in 1991 after 
only one term in the gen’ral 
election.

It’ll be interestin’ to see what 
happens this go-round. Ros-
si’s people were able to wrest 
control of the party apparatus 
in the last town committee pri-
mary in March of 2018. But, as 
we know that don’t mean that 
victory is guaranteed. 

Herronner has her support-
ers and effen Collins decides 
to do what everyone thinks 
she will, she will have her own 
supporters. She’s perty popu-
lar. 

So, that’ll be decided at the 
end o’ the summer. The el-
ephant in the room is Ed 
O’Brien. He has announced 
his determination to run for 
the office he once held, and no 
one expecks he is gonna run 
on the Demmy line in a three-
way primary, though it’s still a 
possibility. 

O’Brien don’t have the sup-
port amongst the factions he 
had before. Frum whot we 
hoid, the Morrissey faction 
won’t back him, and is puttin’ 
its marbles behind Collins. So, 
that could mean a three-way 
race come November. Yes, a 
three-way race. At least one 
candidate has announced for 
the GOP nod.

~~~
This week, Steve Mullins made 

his announcement seekin’ the Re-
publican nomination. Mullins, 
who is currently on the Plan-

ning and Zoning Commish, has a 
rather large footprint in the berg. 
This ain’t his foist rodeo. In fack, 
he ran for mayor before under the 
GOP banner, but didn’t fare well 
when the aforementioned Picard 
was mayor.

In a town where the ratio of 
Democrats registered to Repub-
licans is 4:1, any attempt by the 
party to gain traction is an uphill 
battle. In past years, people don’t 
even pay attention to the GOP. 
That’s too bad cuz over the last 
couple o’ years they’ve had some 
interestin’ candidates with fine 
credentials and good ideas.

There is a need for a good oppo-
sition party. The three-way split 
in the Demmies ain’t working 
well for the city, and, regardless 
of the internals, one party ruling 
a community is a road to rack and 
ruin – look at New Haven. 

Unfortunately, the last Repub-
lican administration was long 
on talk and short on experience 
and know-how, and helped to put 
us in the situation the city is in. 
That has been a bad thing for the 
city and the party. I ain’t sure 
whether the people in this berg 
are sick-and-tired enuff to change 
dance partners. We shall see.

~~~
Nelly Nuthatch, meanwhile, 

thinks the political screws are 
turning with the Ethics Com-
mission complaint against 
herronner and others con-
cerning buy-backs of vacation 
time. Truth to tell, I never un-
derstood how that all works. 
Only in the public sector can 
one get paid for unused vaca-

tion time – or roll it over into 
one’s time toward retirement.

Maybe, as Nelly opined, we 
should git rid o’ the practice all 
together, and effen yew don’t 
use it, you lose it…jest like 
everyone else. But that don’t 
mean anything right now, the 
complaint was filed by a critic 
o’ herronner, which kind o’ 
puts a taint on it. But, maybe 
we’ll finally git a clear-cut rul-
ing on whether the practice is 
legit or not. All in all, it’s perty 
small potatoes, and more than 
likely a campaign talkin’ per-
nt.

~~~
Charter Revision Commish head 

Ed Granfield raised more than 
one eyebrow with his statements 
last week concerning the propos-
als made by the panel. Sammy 
Blluejay happened to be flutterin’ 
about the berg, and reports that 
reading betwixt the lines, the 
chairman was saying somethin’ 
to the effeck: let the people decide. 
It remains to be seen effen that 
happens.

Many of us remember the char-
ter revision attempts of the last 20 
years or so, and how the commish 
had good ideas, only to have them 
quashed by the political powers 
that be. The City Council still 
has a means of cherry-picking 
the proposals and keeping out 
the ones the politicians don’t par-
ticularly care for. Methinks that’s 
what Granfield had in mind. 

Tennyrate, the barristers that 
came to the confab recently perty 
much told the commish that they 
were still working on all the pro-
posals, and had some tweaks, jots 
and tittles to bring forward. The 
sense I git is that there are some 
really different things that the 
commish put forward. There are 
rumors about city managers and 
the like. That is an idea that has 
been bandied about before. 

Effen that’s the case, and the 
totality o’ the proposals would 
completely alter city government, 
the people should be the ones to 
decide, not the council. The voters 
can decide yay or nay, and then 
live with the results. The politicos 
should let the process proceed un-
hindered. That would be refresh-
ing.

~~~
 So, city taxpayers will hafta 

wait at least two or more 
weeks before finding out what 
the tax increase will be – and 
make no mistake, that’s what 
MARB was talkin’ about when 
it nixed the budget proposal. It 
can’t go more than two weeks, 
cuz to go longer would mean 
banks would have a heckuva 
time adjusting mortgage pay-
ments to the new reality. 

~~~
Finally, a kerrection. We said 

last week the ad book for the fire-
works was sponsored by the Fire-
works Committee. It ain’t. It’s the 
city., I’ll close this time till next, 
mitt luff und kizzez, 
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Congratulations

To All the Honorees 
& All You Do For the Community

Mullins seeks mayoralty
 Stating that “West Haven 

needs a new vision,” Repub-
lican Planning and Zoning 
Commissioner Steven R. Mul-
lins announced his campaign 
for mayor on May 2 in a Face-
book video. 

“West Haven is in a financial 
crisis,” Mullins stated in the 
video. “Families are leaving 
town and businesses are clos-
ing. It just costs too much to 
raise a family and do business 
in the city.” 

In the video, Mullins stated 
that West Haven has suffered 
under the one-party control of 
the Democratic Party for de-
cades. Despite internal Dem-
ocratic divisions and fights 
every few years for control of 
the party, Mullins said that the 
results were always the same, 
“financial disaster.” 

Mullins has filed his cam-
paign committee paperwork 
with the City Clerk’s Office 
and has begun raising money 
to fund his efforts. 

“We are off to a strong fun-
draising start,” Mullins said, 
“and we have plans to run a 
very energetic, volunteer-ori-
ented campaign that reaches 
out directly to the voters of 
West Haven. 

He admitted party registra-
tion imbalances make it an 
uphill battle for a member of 
the GOP.

“Republicans may be out-
numbered when it comes 
to party registration,” Mul-
lins continued. “But there are 
thousands of voters who agree 
with my vision for a more af-
fordable West Haven, and are 
willing to look beyond politi-
cal parties. As the campaign 
progresses, we will be detail-
ing my economic plan which 
will lead West Haven out of its 
financial crisis and toward a 
more affordable and prosper-
ous future.” 

Mullins, 44, resides in Alling-
town. Mullins has a fundrais-
ing event scheduled for May 
30 at the Poli House. More 
information on Mullins can be 
found at his campaign’s web-
site, https://mullinsforwest-
haven.com, and on its Face-
book page, “Steven Mullins 
for West Haven.” Voters may 
contact Mullins at Steven@
MullinsforWestHaven.com. 

Three Democrats are vying 
for their party’s nomination, 
including current Mayor Nan-
cy Rossi, former Mayor Ed 
O’Brien, and City Clerk Deb-
bie Collins. Rossi and O’Brien 
have formally announced 
their campaigns, while Col-
lins is still exploring a run. All 
three can either contend for 
the Democrat primary, peti-
tion directly onto the Novem-
ber ballot, or do both. None of 
the candidates has indicated 
which course they will take.

This is not the first attempt 
at the mayoralty for Mullins. 
In the 2000s, he ran for mayor 

under the GOP banner, but 
was defeated by then-Mayor 
John Picard.

The last Republican to have 
the city’s top spot was Clem-
ente Evangeliste, who defeat-
ed incumbent Democrat Aze-
lio “Sal” Guerra in a tight race 
in 1989. Evangeliste, a truck-
ing company executive, ran on 
a platform of “running the city 
like a business.” 

His term was marred by 
financial problems that be-
gan under Guerra. The city 
was suffering from the home 
bubble that burst in 1988, and 
caused property values to 
plummet. Guerra’s final bud-
get that year was bare-bones 
and set the stage for what was 
to come.

Under Evangeliste, his final 
budget in 1991 set off a tumul-
tuous fight in his own party. 
The budget was seen as being 

out of balance with built-in 
shortfalls. The City Council, 
which included five Republi-
cans, voted against the bud-
get, which put it into effect un-
der the city charter by default.

STEVE MULLINS



By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
The last thing the world 

needs is more of Robert Muel-
ler’s commentary, but Con-
gress is determined to have 
him hold forth at a public 
hearing.

It’s not as though we don’t 
already have the special coun-
sel’s version of events. He 
mustered enormous investi-
gate resources and took two 
years to write a 400-page re-
port that is available to the 
public and presumably care-
fully written (although not 
necessarily carefully thought 
through).

That should be enough for 
Mueller to stand on, and 
enough for Congress to make 
a decision to impeach or not 
impeach, or otherwise dispose 
of the matter as it sees fit. 

Instead, Mueller is going 
to be asked to expand on his 
already-expansive report that 
not only blew through Justice 
Department regulations, but 
inverted the long-standing 
burden of proof in the Anglo-
American legal tradition. 

As a prosecutor, Mueller’s 
job -- his sole job, really -- 
was to decide whether or not 
the president was guilty of a 
crime. He declined to do this, 
choosing instead to write a 
nearly 200-page volume on 
obstruction cataloging what 

he found in the course of not 
making the only decision he 
was supposed to make. 

The relevant regulations 
say that at the conclusion of 
the special counsel’s work he 
or she “shall provide the At-
torney General with a confi-
dential report explaining the 
prosecution or declination de-
cisions reached by the Special 
Counsel.”

On obstruction, Mueller 
reached no such decision, and 
he didn’t write a confidential 
report, either -- his report was 
clearly meant for public con-
sumption. Besides that, he’s a 
stickler for the rules. 

Worse, as Trump’s special 
counsel Emmet Flood set out 
in an excoriating letter, by 
stipulating that the evidence 
prevented him “from conclu-
sively determining that no 
criminal conduct occurred,” 
Mueller stood the presump-
tion of innocence on its head. 

By Mueller’s standard, the 
prosecutor doesn’t have to 
prove guilt -- the target has to 
prove innocence. And if the 
target doesn’t, he will be dis-
paraged in a long-form quasi-
indictment spelling out why 
he’s not exonerated.

If anyone not named Donald 
J. Trump were subjected to this 
new prosecutorial standard, it 
would occasion widespread 
comment and -- one hopes -- 

consternation. 
Now, Congress wants Muel-

ler to compound the offense by 
speaking publicly. It doesn’t 
want facts from him. They are 
already in the report. It wants 
opinions and sound bites, es-
pecially any embarrassing to 
the president. Congress wants 
him to spend a couple of high-
profile hours further “not ex-
onerating” the president.

If Mueller had a proper un-
derstanding of his role, he 
would decline the congres-
sional invitation. But the fact 
is that Mueller and Congress 
have a symbiotic relationship. 
For two years, Mueller was 
acting as, in effect, the lead 
counsel for an impeachment 
inquiry -- bizarrely housed 
within the executive branch 
-- while Congress wants to use 
his moral authority as a crutch 
at a time when it is vulnerable 
to charges of partisan over-
reaching. 

This, too, is not supposed 
to be how the system works. 
But we are long beyond any-
one caring. For a swath of the 
political world and much of 
the media, all that matters is 
that Mueller “not exonerate” 
Trump, and the more, the bet-
ter, in whatever format.

 Rich Lowry is editor 
of the National Review.

(c) 2019 by King Features 
Synd., Inc.

We need less of Mueller
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The push to erect tolls
just another $$ source
The push has begun. Anyone listening to radio or 

watching TV should have noticed the public service 
announcements now being sponsored by groups 
concerning the proposed imposition of tolls on the 
state’s highways. Knowing a solid number of voters 
are against the plan, the usual tactic of “guilt by ne-
glect” has been the theme we’ve noticed. We are told 
for Connecticut to be competitive we must have a re-
built infrastructure. Tolls will cost out-of-state peo-
ple more. Truckers will be charged more, people in 
the state will pay less. We need it before something 
dire happens.
These are the tactics now being employed by those 

who want – read: business groups and the state’s 
Democratic leadership – another cash cow in the form 
of tolls. For a cash cow is what it is being dressed up 
in the attire of infrastructure repair.
“We need the cash,” was the lament of state legisla-

tive officials. That is the statement that needs to be 
understood. Once again, as it did for lottery revenue 
and other use taxes, the money generated from tolls 
will not be specifically earmarked for infrastructure.
No. What will happen is what always happens. The 

money will be funneled through the state’s general 
fund and be part of the revenue side of the budget. 
Infrastructure will be improved, but any thought of 
a “lock box” or “earmarks” should be dispelled. The 
state’s politicians will use the tolls and the subse-
quent increases that will come with them to fund 
other state projects and programs. And, let’s not 
fool ourselves, the state drivers’ “discount” will be a 
short-lived experiment. There is just too much mon-
ey to made, and too much temptation by politicos to 
spend.
We said so a few weeks ago, and we continue to 

say: gas tax hikes made in the 1980s following the 
collapse of the Mianus River Bridge on I-95 were 
supposed to fix the state’s infrastructure and keep 
it maintained. Any driver knows that “Road Work 
Ahead” should be the state’s new motto. But much of 
that gas tax money is funneled elsewhere, and used 
to fund pet projects and state programs. This new ef-
fort to put tolls on state roads is yet another attempt 
at doing what is easy: add another tax. State legisla-
tors will rend their garments and decry the fact they 
have to add more in taxes, but when it comes right 
down to it, it is the easier of two options.
State spending keeps going up. Yet, it has been al-

most two decades since the state did an evaluation 
of departments with an eye toward eliminating waste 
and duplication of effort. A state department might 
be eliminated and the work of that department reap-
portioned to others. 
We think we speak for many in the state, and many 

in West Haven when we say that state infrastruc-
ture does need rehab, but state officials have not ex-
hausted every option on how to do it, nor done what 
we all have to do: live within our means. 
In the 1960s, the state was a destination for many 

workers because of the government-contract indus-
tries here. With the decline in the 1970s and 1980s, 
those jobs went elsewhere. The General Assembly, 
which got into bad spending habits in those years, 
never adapted to the new realities. Until  politicians 
show a readiness to cut spending and make inroads 
in reducing our bloated government, no new taxes or 
use fees should be accepted by state residents. 
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By Eleanore TurkingtonBy Eleanore Turkington
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

A car has been left on the 
corner of Washington Av-
enue and William Street. As 
a parent of small children it 
is a safety hazard  with fluids 
leaking, tires missing, brakes 
digging into the street and the 
trunk is ripped off. Please tow 
it; it is unsightly and a safety 
hazed.  It is ready to tip over.

Resident of Washington Ave.
Dear Resident:

Your abandoned car com-
plaint has been taken care of.  
As soon as I read of your con-
cern over a dangerous, dam-
aged car in your neighbor-
hood, I contacted the police 
department and Councilwom-
an Bridgette J. Hosike who 
promptly replied, “The route 
to go is to contact the police.  
I followed up with the traffic 
division.” The car has been re-
moved.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

I am really a frazzled motor-
ist. I drive on Derby Avenue 
every day and I would like 
to ask you to see if you could 
get a big pot hole fixed at 500 
Derby Ave. 

All of the drivers who use 

this road every day, would, I 
am sure, appreciate it if you 
could get this pothole filled.

EO, Commuter
Dear EO:

I asked Councilman Peter 
Massaro (your district rep-
resentative) to look into this 
complaint. 

His reply, “Hello, once again, 
Gripe Vine (readers) For ev-
eryone’s information, Derby 
Avenue is a state road.”

Gripe Vine Readers, I 
reached out to the Department 
of Transportation for assis-
tance with this gripe. As soon 
as I hear from a DOT Trans-
portation representative with 
a reply indicating a repair, 
you will read it in this column.  
Meanwhile, those of you who 
travel Derby Avenue, let me 
know within or a week or so if 
the pothole is still there or not 
and I will follow through with 
DOT.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

There is a 1960’s Chevy strad-
dling the sidewalk every day 
(for years) on Atwater Street, 
half in their driveway and half 
over the public sidewalk there-
by illegally blocking pedestri-

ans right-of-way.  If the car’s 
owner would just pull up into 
the driveway, rather than over 
leaving the back end of the car 
over the sidewalk, it would  be 
really helpful for the folks that 
walk on the sidewalk.

Mike M, Atwater Street
Dear Mike M:

I asked your Councilman 
Aaron Charney to look into 
your gripe.  According to 
Councilman Charney, “I’ve 
driven by twice, hoping to see 
which address the (truck) car 
is parked at.  I’ll keep trying. 
In the meantime, I’ll find out if 
this is a complaint for the Po-

lice Department or 
blight/property maintenance.”

I had also asked Council-
woman Bridgette Hoskie for 
assistance with this complaint 
and evidently, the car wasn’t 
seen anywhere.

So…to the reader who com-
plained of this problem contact 
Gripe Vine (gripevine4wh@
aol.com) and let me know if 
there has been any change; 
this would be appreciated. 
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

Is it true that we shouldn’t 
put shredded paper in the re-
cycling bin?

Ethyl, Office Employee
Dear Ethyl:

I checked with the state’s 
regulation on recycling pro-
cedures.  Here is the latest for 
shredded paper.

“KEEP OUT” of recycling 
bins and place them in the 
trash.  Dust created by shred-
ded paper causes issues at re-
cycling facilities.

While I am at it, readers, here 
are a few other recycling tips I 
spotted while researching this 
inquiry.

If you have bottle caps on the 
bottles, they can go in the IN   

if there are loose caps, they are 
OUT and should be put in the 
trash.  Plastic bags, Keep OUT 
of recycling bins and OUT of 
the trash.  Plastic bags and oth-
er plastic wrap items, should 
be kept separate and taken 
back to one of the many retail 
locations that accept them.  
Sorted plastic bags and wraps 
are a valuable commodity as 
they can be used to make out-
door decking material www.
plasticfilmrecycling.org

Coming up…trash and ra-
coons on Morse Avenue…
malfunctioning traffic light on 
Campbell Avenue and Lam-
son Street…potholes on Pine 
Street…potholes on Sorenson 
Road…sidewalks on William 
Street east of Peck street…pot-
hole on Peck and Leete…cra-
ter on Burwell Place Road… 

~~~
You can send your gripes, 

comments and suggestions 
to gripevine4wh@aol.com or 
mail them to Gripe Vine c/o 
West Haven Voice, 666 Savin 
Ave . Please be sure to in-
clude your name, address and 
phone number, kept in strict 
confidence with me only.

ELEANORE TURKINGTON

Summer applications
available until May 31

Applications for the Summer Youth Employment Program are 
available through May 31 in the athletic director’s office at West 
Haven High School and the main office at Bailey Middle School.

The summer program, which runs July 8-Aug. 2, is aimed at 
funding positions for low-income residents ages 14-21. Students 
must pick up and drop off applications at their school office.

Drop off applications with all required documents from 9-11 
a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at the high school and 
from 9-11 a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays at Bailey. No applica-
tions will be processed after noon May 31.Students who attend 
other schools must pick up applications in the Department of 
Human Resources on the second floor of City Hall, 355 Main 
St., where the completed forms must be returned from 9-11 a.m. 
weekdays.Applicants will be notified by mail or phone if more 
information is needed.

By Josh LaBella
Voice Reporter
Alondra De Leon, a senior project engineer at Gilbane Build-

ing Company, the company constructing the new portion of 
the high school, led high school sophomore Jeremy on a tour 
through the site.

Jeremy was student member of ASCE, the American Society 
of Civil Engineers, and is particularly interested in architecture.  
In the site office De Leon showed Jeremy and his ASCE men-
tor Brian Phillips, an employee of Langan Engineering, the civil 
plan or “footprint” of the project. She outlined what had been 
completed and what was being worked on. 

According to De Leon, one section of the high school project 
should be ready to be turned over to the school system by June 
24. She added that the building would be able to host 1,400 stu-
dents. 

Phillips said as part of the ASCE high school program they 
pick a construction project each year and students pick an area 
they want to work on. He said it culminates with the students 
giving a presentation at the end of the year. 

De Leon started the tour by showing the 4,500 square foot caf-
eteria. She then brought the tour to the auto motive shop. 

“Us engineers are behind our computers a lot,” said De Leon, 
adding that the room had changed a lot since she had last been 
there. 

De Leon continued the tour and said progress is being made 
fast and each day. She said a portion of the project will be ready 
for school use by the start of the school year in the fall. 

Students get HS tour

Students got a personal tour of the section of the new West Haven High School that is nearing 
completion.



Historian’s corner                                   Historian’s corner                                   By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

Page 8 - Thursday, May 16, 2019 WEST HAVEN VOICE

First Church’s Earliest Min-
isters

Part I
 First Church was established 

in 1719, and is celebrating its 
300th birthday this year.

 Eighteenth-century America 
was a deeply religious culture 
that lived self-consciously 
under the eye of heaven.  
Events were generally 
perceived by the colonists, not 
from their own viewpoint, but 
from God’s perspective.  The 
colonists didn’t see themselves 
as a ragtag settlement of 
religious exiles, but as God’s 
special people.

 Lacking all of today’s 
media, they turned instead 
to the church sermon; it was 
generally an hour and a half 
long, and was part prophet, 
newspaper, video, internet, 
community college and 
social therapist all rolled into 
one.  By the time a colonist 
turned seventy, he would 
have listened to some 7000 
sermons, totaling 10,000 hours; 
this is about the amount of 
lecture time a college student 
would need today to earn 
ten different undergraduate 
degrees, without ever 
repeating the same course!  
The colonists at First Church 
therefore habitually turned 
to their ministers for news, 
information and guidance.

 The credit for this series 
goes to Steve Hildrich and the 
late Edward Chase, whose re-
search and efforts will chroni-
cle the lives and deeds of some 
of First Church’s earliest min-
isters:

 1719-1722 --   The Rev. Sam-
uel Johnson (1696-1772) – He 
was raised a Congregational-
ist in Guilford and educated 
at the Congregational “Col-
legiate School” (renamed 

Yale). However, soon after be-
ing called as Minister at First 
Church, he announced his in-
terest in the Episcopal Church, 
and resigned in 1722. He be-
came an Episcopal minister in 
England, with degrees from 
Oxford and Cambridge, and 
returned to Connecticut as an 
Episcopal missionary.  The 
first church he founded was 
the Episcopal Church here in 
West Haven!  He later became 
the first President of what be-
came Columbia University!  

 1725-1734 --   The Rev. Jona-
than Arnold (lost at sea 1739) – 
He also resigned to go to Eng-
land to become an Episcopal 
minister.  When he returned, 
he also served briefly at the 
Episcopal Church here in West 
Haven.

 1738-1742 – The Rev. Tim-
othy Allen (1715-1806) – 
Though educated at Yale, he 
was prone to itinerant preach-
ing without a required license. 
He was however, called and 
ordained at First Church. He 
was an eloquent but contro-
versial speaker influenced by 
the revival called the “Great 
Awakening,” whose pro-
ponents were known as the 
“New Lights.”  His fervor, 
brashness, and imprudence 
antagonized not only mem-
bers of First Church, but also 
ministers of the New Haven 
Association, which censured 
him in 1742, and members of 
First Church removed him.  
He later repented and his cen-
sure was repealed.

 1742-1758 --  The Rev. Na-
than Birdseye (1714-1817) - 
Raised in Stratford and edu-
cated at Yale, he was called 
and ordained at First Church 
at 28 years old, the first ac-
tual Congregational minister 
to serve at First Church.  He 

had an effective ministry and 
favored early religious train-
ing for youth.  He resigned for 
family reasons to care for his 
late brother’s farm, but contin-
ued as a supply pastor in the 
Stratford area.  He is said to 
have had a remarkable memo-
ry, died at 103, with 200 living 
descendants at that time.

 1760-1811 --  the Rev. 
Naschus (Noah) Williston 
(1734-1811) – Educated at Yale, 
he served as Headmaster of 
Hopkins Grammar School for 
three years before being called 
to pastor at First Church. The 
Rev. Dr. Boaz in his “History 
of First Church” said Rev. Wil-
liston “laid the spiritual foun-
dation for our Church.” He 
was so friendly, caring, and 
of such exemplary conduct 
that he was deeply loved. He 
strongly supported religious 
training for children, meeting 

with them twice weekly.  He 
was among the first to take 
missionary trips to Vermont, 
the first being a year before 
the Missionary Society of Con-
necticut was formed. 

He preached two different 
sermons each Sunday at morn-
ing and afternoon services.  
He outlived 3 wives, the last 
being the aunt of the Rev. Ly-
man Beecher, who lived with 
them in West Haven for a year 

when he was 16.  Beecher was 
the father of Harriet Beecher 
Stowe, the author of “Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin” considered the 
most influential abolitionist 
book and the most influential 
American book of the 19th 
century.  

All this is in addition to his 
famous rescue by British Ad-
jutant Campbell during the 
invasion of West Haven (and 
New Haven) on July 5, 1779.   

 In conjunction with the Con-
necticut Recreation and Parks 
Association, the American 
Red Cross and the Pool Safety 
Campaign, the Department 
of Parks and Recreation will 
hold its first water safety event 
from 5:30-7:30 tonight at the 

Carrigan Intermediate School 
pool, 2 Tetlow St.

The free event, open to the 
public, will feature games and 
activities focused on water 
safety; compression-only CPR 
instruction; how to use an au-
tomated external defibrillator; 
basic first aid; and basic rescue 
skills that can be done as a by-
stander.

Attendees will receive in-
struction on water safety and 
how to help someone in trou-
ble. 

Participants will be encour-
aged to sign pledge cards 
promising their safety around 
water and designating a “wa-
ter watcher” during activi-
ties involving water.There will 
be light refreshments and fun 
giveaways. There will also be 
a free open swim for children 
and a free  Aqua Zumba dem-
onstration, as well as informa-
tion about the Park-Rec swim 
team, the Wizards.

Registration is required 
for the event so the depart-
ment can plan accordingly. 
Register for free at http://
www.whparkrec.com/info/
activities/program_details.
a s p x ? P r o g r a m I D = 2 9 6 4 6 . 
Parents must accompa-
ny their children; this is not a 
drop-off program.

Water safety program
tonight at Carrigan MS
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Sires aids three groups in need
By Josh LaBella
Voice Reporter
Much of Carolyn Sires’s 30 years in physical thera-

py private practice has been spent helping the com-
munity. 

A Westie, she said she consolidated all her prac-
tices in the area to one location in her home city. 

She said there are three communities she does 
charity work for: veterans, seniors, and individuals 
with disabilities. 

“I learned so much from them,” said Sires. “From 
the veterans, I learned honor, integrity and pride. 
From the seniors, I learned wisdom. Wisdom 
enough not to make mistakes through their stories 
and their experiences. From the disabled I learned 
patience and humility and gratitude.”

Sires said she has treated active duty and military 
veterans with a whole range of injuries from loss of 
limbs to head trauma. 

“Every veteran or active duty military I treated 
brought me closer to appreciating the country and 
appreciating their volunteerism,” said Sires. “To 
take a bullet for me. I just could not let this popula-
tion go by the wayside. I had to do more and more 
for them.”

Sires said it was because of that belief that she got 
more involved in doing charity work for veterans. 
She said one way she is involved is by being a sui-
cide prevention awareness advocate. 

“It’s prevalent,” she said. “It’s needs to be stopped 
or it needs to be addressed.”

Sires said 22 veterans commit suicide a day on 
average. She questioned where the United States 
would be without its military, adding that they de-
served to be taken care of during and after service. 

“Because I am not courageous enough to volun-
teer frontline,” said Sires, “I will volunteer to take 
care of them when they need help.”

Sires said for eight years she has been a certified 
service dog trainer. She and 10-year-old yellow lab 

Blue have travelled across the country meeting with 
members of congress to lobby for service dogs for to 
be free for veterans who need them. 

Sen. Richard Blumenthal and Rep. Rosa DeLauro 
invited Blue and a few other service dogs to be their 
guests for the 2016 presidential inauguration. Sires 
said she has visited many state representatives and 
seven or eight members of Congress in a year.

“We are incredibly well received,” said Sires. 
“They agree that service dogs, who used to be paid 
for by the government as a medical service devise, 
help [veterans]. There is enough study.”

According to Sires, service dogs were paid for by 
the federal government until 2012 when the fund-
ing ended. She said she is trying to get Congress to 
continue the program. 

She added that training service dogs costs around 
$30,000. 

“It’s an expense,” said Sires, “but its life altering 
for them.” 

For seniors, Sires said she teaches the population 
about Medicare fraud and scams and is a certified 
agent of the Agency on Aging. 

She said it is sad that there are so many seniors she 
has to counsel on fraud, waste and abuse. 

She also said she helped fight and stop the Park-
side Village Project, a housing development project 
in Branford that would have put 90 seniors out of a 
home. 

“My passion for seniors is if, at the end of their 
lives, if we can’t find them a home, shame on us,” 
said Sires. 

Sires also said she hosts events, classes and trips 
for seniors. She said what she does isn’t special.

“ I’m not doing anything more spectacular than 
anybody else could do,” said Sires. “It’s just that I 
do it. There’s a lot of people out there who want to 
change the world. They always come to me and ask 
how they can. I tell them, ‘I’ll help you do it. But if 
you do it there is so much pride in doing it.’”

Carolyn Sires’ work has put her in contact with many 
national leaders, including former Florida Governor, 
now Senator Rick Scott.

Park-R ec trip to see Sox
The Department of Parks and Recreation is running 

a trip to Boston’s Fenway Park to see the defending 
world champion Red Sox play the Seattle Mariners at 
1 p.m. May 11.

The trip costs $125 and includes seating in grandstand 
section 7 and motor coach transportation. The trip is 
nonrefundable, unless the game is canceled.

The bus leaves at 8:30 a.m. from the department’s 
Painter Park office, 190 Kelsey Ave.

Register at www.whparkrec.com or at the Park-Rec 
office.
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The Chapel Street Historic and Broadway Districts in downtown New Haven.

Apple • L.L.Bean • J.Crew/Madewell • South Bay Restaurant NEW • Urban Outfitters • Patagonia • Sherkaan Indian Street Food NEW & more!

Plan your visit at TheShopsatYale.com

SHOPPING & DINING WITH 
A DOWNTOWN DIFFERENCE

NEW HAVEN’S
Top Model

Search
Saturday, June 8

1:00-5:00pm
56 BROADWAY, NEW HAVEN

across from 
Apple / J.Crew / Patagonia

RSVP online

@TheShopsatYale

Convenient
Parking

Continued from page 1
qualifications for grand mar-

shal, council President Dave 
Ricci said.

“I am very pleased with the 
selection of Bill Benson as this 
year’s grand marshal,” Mayor 
Nancy R. Rossi said. “On be-
half of the people of West Ha-
ven, we honor Bill’s wartime 
service and his commitment to 
all veterans.”

Rossi continued: “On this oc-
casion, it is appropriate to re-
member those who did not re-
turn from Vietnam and other 
wars while also recognizing 
the many veterans, like Bill 
Benson, who live and work 
among us. Thank you for your 
service, Bill, and welcome 
home!”

Benson’s contributions to the 
Veterans Council, the govern-
ing body of the city’s veterans 
organizations, are well known.

He is a longtime member of 
West Haven Vietnam Veter-
ans, formerly Vietnam Veter-
ans of America Chapter 647, 
and served as president in the 
early 2000s. Before and during 
that time, he was instrumental 
in raising funds to build the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Bradley Point Park.

To this day, Benson helps 
maintain the grounds of the 
memorial, which includes a 

black granite wall inscribed 
with the names of those from 
West Haven who served or 
gave their lives in Vietnam 
from 1959 to 1975 and three 
white flagpoles draped with 
the American, state and pris-
oner-of-war flags.

The memorial, dedicated 
Nov. 12, 2003, also includes a 
black granite map of the four 
battle districts of Vietnam 
bearing the inscription, “All 
Gave Some, Some Gave All,” 
and five bronze insignia mark-
ers atop black granite posts 
representing each branch of 
the U.S. armed forces.

Benson is a former member 
of Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 9422 and has volun-
teered for the past four years 
at the West Haven Veterans 
Museum & Learning Center, 
30 Hood Terrace, where he 
gives tours to seniors, school-
children and veterans. A liv-
ing history of America at war, 
the 9,000-square-foot museum 
displays collections from the 
102nd Infantry Regiment and 
the New Haven Grays, a pro-
tective force formed after the 
War of 1812. It also shows rel-
ics from each conflict since the 
U.S. fought for independence, 
allowing visitors to walk a 
timeline around the camou-
flage-clad warehouse off Saw-

mill Road.
This year’s edition of south-

ern Connecticut’s oldest and 
largest parade of its kind has 
no rain date and will feature 
three marching divisions and 
a military division, as well as 
special accommodations for 
disabled veterans.

It will also include a flyover 
by a C-130 Hercules, a four-
engine turboprop military 
transport aircraft operated by 
the Connecticut Air National 
Guard. Benson will steer the 
procession from a two-seat 
golf cart flanked by the West 
Haven Police Color Guard. For 
the first time in recent memo-
ry, the procession will consist 
of nine marching bands, in-
cluding five from West Ha-
ven — Bailey Middle School, 
Carrigan Intermediate School, 
Notre Dame High School, the 
Stylettes Drill Team and Drum 
Corps and West Haven High 
School — and four from New 
Haven: Bishop Woods Archi-
tecture and Design Magnet 
School, Celentano Biotech, 
Health and Medical Magnet 
School, Clemente Leadership 
Academy and the Nathan 
Hale Marching Patriots. 

It will also spotlight the tra-
ditional contingent of youth 
organizations, leagues, dance 
troupes and Scout troops.

Benson: Leads parade
Continued from page 1

“We’ve got less money,” said Beckwith, “and less people. 
We don’t know what to do. Please help. We need our $25,000. 
We really would like some more money in the budget for 
next year.”

Chairman Ron Quagliani responded to Beckwith and Col-
leen Bailie, the library director who was sitting in the audi-
ence, by telling them to meet with Finance Director Frank 
Cieplinski and request a transfer. 

“The transfer form has to be submitted to the finance direc-
tor,” said Quagliani. “He signs off on it. It goes to the mayor 
who signs off on it. And then it comes to us and goes on our 
agenda. So, if you get that done between now and next Tues-
day at noon, it will appear on our agenda for a request for a 
transfer of funds for that $25,000.”

Beckwith and library employees and cohorts said they were 
never told they needed to complete those steps to get the 
funds. 

John Galvin, President of the Village Improvement Associa-
tion, called the way the council had treated Bailie when she 
was called in front of them on April 22 “atrocious.” He said 
the council’s “political shenanigans” were disgraceful and 
called the process “a runaround.”

Quagliani said the council had unanimously agreed to add 
$25,000 to the library budget to flat-fund it on April 30. 

Later in the meeting, when nearly all of the attendees had 
cleared out, the council voted to approve mayoral appoint-
ments to the Ethics Board, Board of Health and Economic 
Development Commission.

They also approved current year line item transfers to ve-
hicle maintenance. But what took up most of the discussion 
was their approval of a request for proposal for tax lien sales. 
The sale of the liens would bring in $1.4 million and the may-
or claimed the city needed to do so to fill a hole in the budget. 

Some of the council members expressed regret at having 
to sell tax liens, but the vote passed with a majority of nine  
votes. 

Council members Martone, Morrissey and Charney voted 
against the motion, with Forsyth being absent. 

Council: Sells liens
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Player of the Week
Hunter Messina (12) is the Vio’s Sports Plus/Westie Blue 

Player of the Week. In two games this past week, the freshman 
won 21 of 33 faceoff s for the boys’ lacrosse team. To read about 
the Player of the Week and learn about all of your West Ha-
ven sports, including game stories, photos, videos and more, 
visit www.westieblue.com. 

 The Notre Dame spring sports teams entered 
the final week of regular season play as their 
seasons quickly head into post-season mode. 
Yes, the springs sports season goes that fast!

Baseball --  The baseball team split the week-
end with bookend wins in one-run decisions. 
The week started with a big Jack Milone effort 
as he drive in four runs on a home run and 
game-winning single in an 8-7 come-from-be-
hind win at East Haven. Milone’s single in the 
sixth inning capped a 5-run rally after trailing, 
7-3. The win over East Haven clinched the di-
vision title and SCC Tournament berth. Notre 
Dame edged West Haven, 2-1, to earn a split of 
the week on Friday, on a Zach Peters pitching 
gem. In between, the Green Knights lost, 6-5, to 
Sheehan and, 9-6, to Law. The squad concludes 
its regular season with a three-game week, 
highlighted by a 7 p.m. Senior Night Game 
against Amity at Quigley Stadium on Friday.

Golf -- The golf team had a successful week, 
getting a pair of wins and placing third in the 
Avon Invitational. Tommy Rosati paved the 
way as the Green Knights low man in all three 
matches. In a 10-shot loss to Fairfield Prep, Ro-
sati fired a 4-over 40 and followed that up with 
a 1-over 37 in a sweep of Sheehan and North 
Haven at The Farms CC. He saved his best for 

See Knights, page 15

ND bookends wins

Photo courtesy of NDWH

Tommy Rosati was the leading scorer in all 
three matches for the ND Golf team who im-
proved record to 11-2, which included a third-
place showing at the Avon Invitational on 
May 10. Coach Steve Kirck III lets him know.

Westies bounce back after defeat

Photo by Russ McCreven

Winning form
West Haven’s Ivy Santos winds into motion at the start of last week’s match-

up with SCC rival East Haven. The Westies topped the Easties, 6-3.

The West Haven softball team visited 
the Hillhouse Academics on Tuesday 
afternoon and improved to 15-0 with a 
15-0 victory.  Ivy Santos and Neve Kra-
jcir combined to throw a perfect game, 
mercy-rule shortened, 5-inning win.  
Santos struck out eight while Krajcir 
struck out all three batters she faced.  
The Westies were slow out of the gate, 
leading 1-0 after one inning and 4-0 af-
ter two innings but pulled away with 
nine runs in the fifth inning.  Morgan 
Peryer led the Blue Devils with three 
hits while Veronica Lynn had two hits 
and four RBIs.  

On Wednesday evening at Biondi 
Field, the streak came to an end with 
a 4-1 loss to the Hand Tigers.  Hand 
took a 1-0 lead in the first inning and 
added another in the third inning for 
a 2-0 lead.  The Westies got a run back 
in the third when Veronica Lynn drove 
in Morgan Peryer, who led off with a 
single, to cut the lead in half but, the Ti-
gers responded with a run in the fourth 
and another in the seventh to seal the 
Blue Devils fate and hand them their 
first loss of the season.  Ivy Santos went 
the distance in the circle, allowing two, 
earned runs on eight hits while striking 
out nine Tigers.

On Friday evening, the girls were 
looking to bounce back from their first 
loss of the season when they hosted the 
East Haven Yellow Jackets.  Ivy Santos 
pitched a complete game, allowing two, 
earned runs on four hits while striking 
out nine and also helped her own cause 
when she crushed a home run in the 
6-3 victory.  Santos got things going 
with a line-drive homer over the left-

field fence for a 1-0 lead in the second 
inning.  After two walks and a Kasey 
Marron single, Morgan Peryer singled 
to bring in two runs for a 3-0 lead.  The 
Easties responded with two runs in the 
top of the third to cut the lead to 3-2.  
The Blue Devils put up three, more 
runs in the fourth to put this one away.

This week, the Westies wrap up their 
regular season schedule and prepare 
for the postseason.  The girls were 
scheduled to finish the season with 
home games against Amity on Mon-
day, Guilford on Wednesday and Hill-
house on Friday at 6. 

Needing to win three of its final six 
games, the West Haven baseball team 
has battled every game to get a chance 
to play in the postseason.  On Monday 
evening, the Westies visited the Shelton 
Gaels and came up on the short end of 
a 9-5 decision.  Down 4-0 in the third 
inning, the Blue Devils put up five runs 
to take the lead.  Chris Cavallaro and 
Lorenzo Espinal opened the third with 
walks and Tyler Jones was hit by a pitch 
to load the bases.  Dom Cambino dou-
bled to clear the bases cutting the lead 
to 4-3, J.C. Contreras followed with an-
other double to tie the game and then 
a Gianni Gambardella singled to score 
Contreras and give West Haven a 5-4 
lead.  Unfortunately for the Blue Devils 
that would be all the offense they could 
muster on the night and the Gaels ral-
lied for four runs in the bottom of the 
inning and an insurance run in the 
sixth to defeat the Westies.    

On Wednesday evening, the Westies 
hosted the Xavier Falcons and pushed 

See Westies, page 13
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Join Us For A Night At The Races

Friday, May 24, 2019
Doors Open at 6:30pm
First Race at 7:00pm

University of New Haven
David A. Beckerman Recreation Center

300 Boston Post Road, West Haven

$40 Per Person
Bring your own snack foods.  

Beer, wine, soda and coffee included. 
Ouside beverages prohibited.

Cash bar available. 

Tickets MUST be purchased in advance. 
Call (203) 934-5221 x131 or purchase online

www.whcommunityhouse.org/NAR_.html 

Concert Tickets, Sports Memorabilia, NY Yankee Tickets, Jewelry, 
Spa & Get Away Packages, Restaurant Gift Cards, Themed Baskets and more!!

for 

Continued from page 12
the Falcons to extra innings 
but, Xavier pushed across four 
runs in the 8th inning to defeat 
the Blue Devils, 8-4.

On Friday afternoon, the 
Westies took a 1-0 lead in the 
first inning against Notre 
Dame when Mike Boni hit 
a sacrifice fly to score Tyler 
Jones, who had singled earlier.  
Unfortunately for West Haven 
that would be the extent of its 
offense and the Green Knights 
pushed across two runs in the 
bottom of the second inning in 
the 2-1 defeat of the Blue Dev-
ils.  

Lorenzo Espinal did his best 
to keep the Knights off the 
board, allowing six hits.

The boys need to win three of 
their last four games to qual-
ify for the postseason.  They 
hosted Sheehan on Tuesday, 
O’Brien Tech on Wednesday 
and will host Wilbur Cross on 
Friday at 6:30 and East Haven 
on Monday at 6:30.

The boys’ lacrosse team was 
riding a seven-game, unbeat-
en streak coming into its game 
with the Branford Hornets on 
Wednesday evening at Ken 
Strong Stadium but, the Hor-
net offense was more than the 
Blue Devils could handle in a 
16-2 defeat of the Westies.

Branford scored six, first 
quarter goals to put West Ha-
ven away early.  The Hornets 
added two, more in the second 
quarter before Justin Rivera 
got the boys on the board, as-
sisted by Niko Kyle with 3:26 
left in the half.  

Rivera got his second goal of 
the game with 41 seconds left 
in the third quarter and Kevin 
Moriarty did his best between 
the pipes, making 22 saves in 
the loss.

On Saturday morning, the 
Westies traveled to Stamford 
to take on the Westhill Vi-
kings.  Niko Kyle gave the 
Blue Devils a 2-0 lead with 
goals at 7:37 of the first quar-
ter and again 22 seconds later, 
both assisted by Tyler Mosca-
to.  The Vikings responded 
with two goals before the end 
of the quarter to knot the game 
at 2-2.  The Westies took a 5-2 
lead on goals by Justin Rivera 
assisted by Moscato with 9:05 
left in the second quarter, fol-
lowed by Moscato assisted by 
Kyle 2:05 later and the Connor 
Fowler 1:24 after that assisted 
by Rivera.  But, Westhill had 
an answer again scoring two 
goals before the half ended 
and then a goal with 8:32 left 
in the third quarter and an-
other with 7:09 left in the game 
to take a 6-5 lead.  Conner 
Fowler got his second of the 
game with 3:44 left, assisted 
by Charlie Miller but the Vi-
kings scored 25 seconds later 
to seal the 7-6 defeat of West 
Haven. Kevin Moriarty made 
28 saves between the pipes for 
West Haven. 

This week, the boys wrapped 
up their regular season sched-
ule with a road game at Amity 
on Monday and a home game 
versus the Sheehan Titans on 
Wednesday.  

The girls’ lacrosse team 
hosted the Sheehan Titans 
on Monday evening at Ken 
Strong Stadium and the Titans 
had their way with the Westies 
in a 15-3 final.  

Sheehan scored the first sev-
en goals and held a 7-0 with 
12:54 left in the first half.  

Keegan Riccio finally got the 
Blue Devils on the board when 
she scored with 6:07 left in the 
half.  

The Westies got goals in the 
second half from Gianna Sliby 
and Nicole McKinney but it 
was not enough to overcome 
the Titans.  Nicole Gaston 
made 17 saves in goal for West 
Haven.

On Thursday evening, the 
Westies hosted the Lauralton 
Hall Crusaders and fell by a 
score of 12-7.  After the Cru-
saders had taken a 2-0 lead, 
CC Condon scored to cut the 
lead in half with 17:10 left in 
the first half.  Lauralton re-
sponded scoring the next four 
goals to take a 6-1 lead.  The 
Blue Devils rallied late in 
the half when Keegan Riccio 
scored with 4:17 left and then 
again with 1:58 left and then 
Nicole Gaston hit Mackenzie 
Gardner with a long pass and 
Gardner buried the shot to get 
the girls to within 6-4 with 57.6 
seconds left in the half.  Ric-
cio added her third goal and 

Gardner added her second 
along with a goal by Taylor 
Nowak as the Blue Devils fell 
short.  Gaston made 18 saves 
in net for the Westies.

The girls finish their season 
this week.  

They hosted the Lyman Hall 
Trojans on Monday and travel 
to Foran to face the Lions in 
their final game on Thursday 
at 6.

The boys’ tennis team opened 
its week with a trip to North 
Haven to face the Indians.  

The Westies could only man-
age to secure a win from Jo-
seph Delgado, who was victo-
rious by a score of 8-6, in a 6-1 
loss.

On Tuesday afternoon, the 

Westies were defeated by the 
Shelton Gaels, 4-2.  Delgado 
won in the one-seeded match, 
8-7, 6-4, and Zach Kerzner 
won, 5-7, 6-4, 6-2.  On Wednes-
day afternoon at the Painter 
Park Courts, the boys were 
swept, 7-0, by the undefeated 
Hand Tigers.  On Thursday, 
the boys were swept by the 
Branford Hornets, 7-0.

TThe girls’ tennis opened its 
week with a 7-0 loss to Jona-
than Law at Painter Park.  On 
Wednesday afternoon, the 
Westies defeated the Yellow 
Jackets in East Haven, 6-1.  
Sofia Lora won, 6-1, 6-1, Sky-
lar Serenson won, 6-1, 6-1, 
Kiara Walker won, 6-4, 6-3, 
and Savannah Lopez won, 

6-3, 6-4, in singles action.  In 
doubles play, Shea Clark/Ari-
ana Nguyen won, 6-1, 6-0, and 
Maryn Lovallo/Megan Men-
doza won, 6-3, 3-6, 10-8.

On Thursday afternoon, the 
Blue Devils hosted the Lyman 
Hall Trojans on their Senior 
Day but fell, 4-3.  

In singles play, Kiara Walker 
was victorious 6-3, 6-3, Skylar 
Serenson won,  6-0, 6-2, and 
the doubles team of Jennylee 
Malpica/Jasmine Brown won 
by forfeit after an injury to a 
Lyman Hall player.

This week, the girls wrapped 
up their regular season when 
they played at Branford on 
Monday and at Sacred Heart 
Academy on Wednesday.

Westies: Devils hope to win trio

 Photo courtesy of WHHS

Unifi ed Awards
Pictured above are WHHS CIAC Unifi ed Sports Award recipients, Brandon Francis, Athlete 

of the Year and Kasey Marron, Partner of the Year.  Also att ending the dinner in their honor 
were Athletic Director Jon Capone (left) and coach John Dolan (right).
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For all your West Haven sports, visit 
www.westieblue.com

Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni 

Photos     Videos     Player of the Week     WH Championship teams
Future Westies     Alumni     Hall of Fame WH News and Notes
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And more 

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site 
Contact Mike Madera 

Phone: (203) 530-1322 
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com 

The biggest test of the year 
for the West Haven softball 
team did not have to wait for 
the postseason. One game af-
ter losing their first contest of 
the year, the Westies rebound-
ed with a 6-3 victory over East 
Haven Friday evening at Bion-
di Field in West Haven.

With the victory, West Haven 
improved to 16-1 on the year.

Dianesse Rodriguez led West 
Haven with two hits and two 
runs scored, Morgan Pery-
er had one hit and drove in 
three runs,  while Ivy Santos 
had one hit, scored one run 

and drove in a run as well. 
Santos went the distance, al-
lowing four hits and two 
earned runs, while walking 
five and striking out nine.

The Westies took a 3-0 
lead in the second inning, 
then increased the mar-
gin to 6-2 in the fourth.
Santos gave West Haven a 1-0 
lead with a long homer to left 
to start the second, before Kas-
ey Marron walked, Rodriguez 
singled, and both advanced 
on a sacrifice by Paige Beurer. 
Peryer then came up with the 
big hit as her two-out single 

scored a pair for a 3-0 advan-
tage. 

 After East Haven scored twice 
in the third, the Westies added 
three more runs in the fourth.
Rodriguez led off with a single 
to left, Beurer singled to cen-
ter, and Neve Krajcir ground-
ed out to score Rodriguez. 
Peryer then delivered Beurer 
with a fly ball to left, and Ash-
lynn O’Keefe later scored on 
an error.

The win came after West Ha-
ven’s 15-game winning streak 
to start the season came to an 
end. After the long run of vic-
tories, the Westies were finally 
sent to defeat. 

Just four days after rallying 
to defeat Hand in Madison, 
the Westies could not muster 
the same comeback as they 
fell to the Tigers 4-1 at Biondi 
Field in West Haven Wednes-
day evening. 

West Haven had eight hits in 
the game, but could not come 
up with the clutch hit. West 
Haven also made two errors, 
leading to a pair of unearned 
runs. 

Santos went the distance, 
allowing eight hits and two 
earned runs, while striking out 
nine and walking three. Ve-
ronica Lynn and Kailey Car-
rano led the offense with two 
hits apiece, with Lynn driving 
in West Haven’s lone run. 

Hand never trailed in the 
contest, taking a 1-0 lead in the 
first, and increasing the lead to 
a pair of runs in the third. Af-
ter Lynn drove in Peryer with 
West Haven’s only run in the 
third, Hand scored single runs 
in the fourth and seventh in-

nings to put the game away. 
West Haven had a big inning 

brewing in the first as O’Keefe, 
Lynn and Carrano hit one-out 
singles to load the bases, but 
Hand got a double play ball to 
end the frame. 

Trailing 2-0, West Haven cut 
the deficit in half in the third as 
Peryer led off with a single and 
moved to third on a grounder 
to first. Lynn grounded to sec-
ond to score Peryer and get 
West Haven within 2-1. 

Carrano followed with a 
double, but Hand again es-
caped without further dam-
age. The Tigers did the same 
in the fourth, stranding Kasey 
Marron at third. 

West Haven remained unde-
feated on the season in what 
seemed to be a fitting way. 
Not only did the Westies im-
prove to 15-0 with an identical 
15-0 blanking of Hillhouse, the 
Westies did it in perfect style 
as Santos and Krajcir needed 
just 49 pitches to toss a perfect 
game in a contest stopped due 
to the mercy rule.

Santos went the first four in-
nings, needing just 35 pitches 
to strike out eight of the 12 
batters she faced. 

Santos threw 30 of her 35 
pitches for strikes. 

Krajcir followed with an in-

ning of perfect relief, strik-
ing out all three batters on 
14 pitches, 12 of which were 
strikes. 

Offensively, Peryer led a 12-
hit attack with three hits and 
four runs scored, while Lynn 
had a pair of hits and four runs 
batted in, and Marron had two 
hits and scored a run. 

The Westies led 1-0 after one, 
4-0 after two, and blew the 
game open with nine runs in 
the fifth inning. 

Peryer led off the game with 
a single, moved to second on 
a fielder’s choice by Lynn and 
scored when Santos walked 
with the bases loaded. 

The Westies increased the 
lead to 4-0 in the second as 
Rodriguez led off with a walk, 
and Gigi Perkins and Peryer 
followed suit. O’Keefe singled 
to center to score a pair, and 
Carrano walked with the bas-
es loaded for a 4-0 advantage. 

Perkins singled to score Mar-
ron in the third, before West 
Haven erupted in the fifth. 
Lynn hit a two-run single for 
an 8-0 lead, 

Santos tripled in two more 
for a 10-0 advantage, and Kra-
jcir increased the lead to 11-0 
with a single to left to score 
Santos. Lynn added another 
two -run single for a 14-0 lead. 

Photo by Russ McCreven

 West Haven infi elder Veronica Lynn won’t let a bad hop 
force a bad play at Biondi  Field last week. 
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Grassy Hill Auctions

Always Buying

Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments

(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone

& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken

or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &

MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old

Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &

Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,

Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,

Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,

Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical

Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial

Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney

Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,

Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk

Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern

Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,

Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…
& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore 
Owners 

(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com

U-14 boys top Seymour in soccer
The sun was shining on 

Saturday as the West Haven 
Youth Soccer League kicked 
off Week 2 of its spring sea-
son.  On Friday night, the Elite 
Soccer Camps U-12 Lightning 
Travel team played the first 
of two games, traveling to 
Southington.  The Lightning 
lost, 7-4, against a tough and 
skilled Southington team, 
but battled hard.  Llyanna 
Griffith-Waite picked up a 
second half hat trick, and An-
nabelle Pasacreta and Sophie 
Mazuroski played well on de-
fense.  Etta Funke worked to 
keep the pressure on South-
ington late in the game, and 
Taylor Guarino and Aylin Soto 
strung passes together from 
the midfield.  On Saturday, 
the Lightning hosted Meriden 
in another physically tough 
match-up.  The two teams 
traded goals back and forth, 
with the game ending 2-2.  Jay-
lyn Powell opened the scoring 
in the first half, with a right-
footed rocket from outside the 
penalty area.  Cashlin O’Neill 
had several stellar saves 
for the Lightning, and Alex 
Nunes and Ciara Harp both 
created several good chances 
for the Westies in the second 
half.  Chloe Whelan played an 
excellent game anchoring the 
defense, aided by the excellent 
play of Niamh Chesson who 
shut down her side of the field 
to Meriden attacks.

The Elite Soccer Camps U-14 
girls team hosted Milford Fri-
day night.  The Westies were 
short-handed, and had prob-

lems holding of the Milford 
attacks, suffering their first 
loss of the season, 4-0.  Abigail 
Phelan played a strong game 
on the wing, as Ariana Izzo 
forced the Milford goalkeep-
er to make several big stops.  
Camryn Flaherty gave every-
thing she had at outside back, 
getting fouled often by the ag-
gressive play of Milford.  Ol-
ivia Trenchard, Ava Murphy 
and Melissa Tsakonas played 
well in the center of the mid-
field for West Haven.  

The U-11 boys took to the 
road to face Guilford this past 
Saturday.  It was the team’s 
first game due to a very rainy 
start of the season.  Guilford 
got off to an early 1-0 lead with 
a goal that got past West Hav-
en keeper Rafi Treat.  The West 
Haven defense was still trying 
to find a good rhythm when 
Guilford found the back of the 
net again to make it 2-0.  The 
Westies started to move the 
ball a little better when Sean 
Studley found Pedro Furtado 
through the middle of the field 
and Furtado released a blister-
ing shot high into the back of 
the net.  Matt Panton, Efrain 
Brown, and Leo Mazuroski 
played well defensively, while 
Johnathan Forbes-Wolfe, Pac-
ey Larka, Nate Charron, and 
Mahmet Aciker provided sup-
port in the midfield.  Maicon 
Miguel played goalie the sec-
ond half of the game and he 
made some great saves, but 
Guilford’s passing proved to 
be the game changer as they 
netted a few more goals and 

the Westies dropped their first 
league game, 5-1.

The U-14 boys finally opened 
the season this past Saturday 
hosting WHIT rival Seymour 
in a league game at Duffy 
Field.  The Westies came out 
on top, 6-2.  West Haven came 
out strong and controlled the 
pace of the game from the 
start.  Sebastian Treat and Col-
lin Charron closed down the 
middle of the field, only al-
lowing Seymour’s offensive 
attack, led by Justin Zwolins-
ki, a few opportunities to goal.  
The defensive support gave 
first-time goalkeeper Yahzeel 
Beyley a relatively quiet game.  
Beyley was called up from the 
U-12 squad and immediately 
adjusted well to the bigger 
pitch and players.  

West Haven scored first as 
Bryan Fernandes placed a 
beautiful cross from Robert 
Foley in the back of the net.  Ra-
fael Gazcon scored West Hav-
en’s second goal as Giancarlo 
Esquivel provided the assist 
on the goal.  Maurizio Urriola 
finished off the scoring in the 
first half with an assist from 
Gazcon. Seymour found the 
back of the net once in the first 
half to keep them in the game.  
The second half was all West 
Haven as they moved the ball 
quickly and didn’t allow Sey-
more time and space with the 
ball.  Andrew Bello scored an 
unassisted goal as West Haven 
began to pull away with the 
lead.  Zachary Guy scored on 
a well-placed pass from Ur-
riola. Fernandes scored his 
second goal from a long cross 
from Esquivel.    Michael Luth, 
Sean Callahan, David Smith 
and Hamidou Timera all 
played a great game keeping 
Seymour’s attack from scoring 
and confidentially playing the 
ball from the back beginning 
many of the offensive attacks.  

On Saturday night at West 
Haven High School the U=19 
boys played a second-round 
Connecticut Cup game against 

New Fairfield.  The Westies 
came out on fire scoring four 
goals in the first twelve min-
utes of the match.  Danny 
Morales, Holden Axelrod and 
Derick Meza each scored two, 
and Shamar Kingston got a hat 
trick.  Brian Rivedera and Ty 
Reeves provided two assists 
a piece in the 10-4 win.  West 
Haven now has advanced to 
the quarterfinals and will see 
action again on June 1.

The Keenan Funeral Home 
Yellow Jackets took home the 
win Saturday against Shore-
line Wellness Green Leafs in 
a 5-0 final.  Madison Gargiulo 
picked up two goals, while 
Camilla Murphy, Kayci Gayle 
and Lexi Lucas each added 
one. Alivia Reilly and Kay-
lee Pellino showed a strong 
game in net, Cristel Miguel 
played well in the game.  For 
the Green Leafs, Viviana Cue-
vas played strong in the goal 
for the second half and didn’t 
give up any goals and Vrinda 
Patel played hard and strong 
in midfield.The Gunning Law 
Firm Grey Sharks lost to Ca-
petta’s Italian Imports, 3-0, 
but a strong game was played 
by Chelsea Hernandez on de-
fense and Sophia Empric at 
midfield.  Lynnie Chesson 
played well in goal stopping 
several tough shots and Lulu 
Sebas also showed good hus-
tle.

The West Haven Police Local 
895 Yellow Flash played WH 
Professional Fire Fighters Red 
Alerts, with the Yellow Flash 
coming out on top, 8-3. Jacob 
Colon picked up his first hat 
trick, and Jeshrun Polington 
scored and made some excel-
lent throw ins.  Julian Esposi-
to scored as well in the win.  
The Elite Soccer Camps Blue 
Sharks won against the Jason 
Ranalli Grey Ghosts, 10-5.  Ben 
Trenchard, Matteo D’Elia, and 
Ryan Abekah all picked up 
multiple goals, while Jax Gua-
rino made some good passes, 
while Michael and Mikalyah 

Sierra, Emmet Hemming, 
Andrew Hulse and Lorenzo 
Daniele showed their grow-
ing skills.  The Penguins lost a 
close game to the Hurricanes, 
6-4.  Chloe Morris made some 
good passes, while Emma 
Shuckerow played strong de-
fense.  Keily Apolo had a few 
good scoring chances and 
Tariya Issac played a good 
game.

The P & B Express Green Ga-
tors showed strong defense 
and offense which led to a 
victory over Milano & Wanat, 
3-0. The defense was led by 
Andrew Collazo and Jan-Da-
vid Latorre. The offensive side 
was led by Rida Saanon with 
one goal and Alex Lima-Cor-
tes, who found the back of the 
net twice.  Gunning Law Firm 
lost a close game to Frank 
Agvent Plumbing and Heat-
ing, 3-0. Victor Magana Precia-
do had many nice saves in the 
game and kept the score close.  
George Ellis Company, Inc. 
tied 2-2 against Sweet Relief 
Catering.  The game was back 
and forth with both defenses 
and goalies stopping repeated 
attacks.  George Ellis took a 1-0 
lead with a goal from Aldair 
Saucedo, but the game was 
quickly tied afterward.  Vic-
tor Smith III and Noah Rader 
stopped repeated shots from 
the opponent, and midway in 
the 2nd half Matthew David 
scored a goal from just inside 
the box giving George Ellis the 
lead. The game was quickly 
tied by Sweet Relief Catering 
and ended up in a well-played 
2-2 tie.  For Sweet Relief Ca-
tering, Junior Saguero played 
excellent in goal, and great 
defense was played  by Dante 
Grammatico and Lucas Aron-
son.  Elijah and Gregory Red-
dick also played well in the 
field.

Nick’s Luncheonette won a 
good game against Gunning 
Law Firm, 6-3.  Dylan Narvaez 
Ramos did a great job drib-

See Soccer, page 16

Knights: Split pair
Continued from page 12
last as he carded a 2-under 68 to earn medalist honors at the 20-
team event in Avon. Notre Dame shot a 306 and only finished 
behind host Avon and Simsbury. Jake Ivan-Pal added a 78, Jon 
Bushka a 79 and Ryan Hayes an 81.

Lacrosse -- The lacrosse team ran its win streak to five games in 
a 10-5 win at Berlin to start the week before suffering a tough 4-3 
loss to Hand as the Green Knights split the week. Against Ber-
lin, Notre Dame led, 6-2, at halftime. Berlin then scored the only 
three goals in the third quarter to pull within 6-5. Notre Dame’s 
offense responded, scoring four goals over the final six minutes 
of the game to get a key road win. 

Defense ruled the day when Hand came to Veterans Field on 
May 8. Notre Dame jumped out in front 2-0 on a pair of Michael 
Card goals only to see Hand score once in each quarter to take 
a 4-2 lead. Alex Hird scored with just over two minutes left but 
the Green Knights could not get the equalizer in a 4-3 loss.

Tennis -- The tennis team captured wins at the first two dou-
bles positions but couldn’t muster another win as North Haven 
emerged victorious, 5-2, in a match played at the UNH Courts 
on May 7. The doubles wins came courtesy of Brendan Canning 
and Pranav Kuraganti, who won their match, 8-5. Jack Jannitto 
and Justin Pollio also won their match by the same score. Notre 
Dame lost its other match of the week, 7-0, to Fairfield Prep on 
May 6.

Track -- The track team swept its final meet of the regular 
season to run, jump, and throw its regular season record to 10-
1. They have been undefeated since a season-opening loss to 
Xavier. In a sweep of West Haven and Branford on May 7 at 
the WHHS track, the Green Knights beat Branford, 99.5-50.5 and 
West Haven, 139-11. Notre Dame started its postseason meets 
with the SCC West Sectional on May 15, 2019 at Bowen Field.

You can get all the latest athletic news, scores, and more by fol-
lowing @NDWHAthletics on Twitter, Instagram, and Periscope 
while frieNDing the @NDWHAthletics Facebook group.
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GB Masonry
Stone Walls * Sidewalks * Pavers

Chimneys * Brickwork * Flagstone
Stone Siding * Stucco

Fully Insured -- Quality Work!
17 years Experience

Jimmy-- 203-206-1159
gbmasonrystone@gmail.com

Houses & Decks • Deck Staining
Patios & Flag Stones • Fences

BBB Member

PRESSURE WASHING
LINDSAY'S

Cell: 203.915.6546 Insured
Call Buddy

Hamden, CT
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184 Campbell Ave 203-934-3100
West Haven, CT 06516 emmettsautoct.com

Sette Landscaping, LLC
The grass is greener on the Sette side

Joseph F. Sette  Licensed
Lawn Specialist  Insured

Residential                    Commercial

Everything Landscaping
Lawn Repair Specialists
(203) 932-1009

Contractors/Service Providers

Place your ad here for great results

203-934-6397

Continued from page 15
bling, while Mason Panton 
and Andrew Loehn played 
strong defense.  The Stars 
Ice Cream Golden Dragons 
defeated West Shore Family 
Dental, 6-2.  Gabe Greengas, 
Eddie Fagnini, Chase Watson, 
Ryan Walsh and Charles Sut-
ton all scored.  The Cappetta’s 

Italian Imports Polar Bears 
fought a tough game against 
Top Hat Dance Academy fall-
ing, 8-5. Kiley McCoart played 
a strong game on defense. Gia-
da Jimenez, Luciana Cappetta, 
and Olivia Petrie all scored 
for the Polar Bears.  The Porto 
Funeral Home Green Drag-
ons played the Oyster River 

Energy Tidal Waves winning, 
5-4. Jeremy Salas played well 
overall. Jackson Schoeman 
and Mohammed Lamkhantar 
each had a goal for the Green 
Dragons.

The WH Federation of Teach-
ers Local 1542 Mini Blueberries 
lost to the WH Italian -Ameri-
can Civic Assn, 7-5. The Mini 

Blueberries came from behind 
with the help on offense from 
Harper Golde. Anessa Wor-
rell took opportunities to keep 
pressure on the opposing de-
fenders and found the back 
of the net. It was a close game 
as the Blueberries improved 
this week.  The Bar Code Blue 
Bruisers lost,  4-0  to Stars Ice 

Cream. Hudiner Sahin dis-
played her skills by playing a 
strong defense. 

 The Rock House School of 
Music Rockers lost a close 
game this weekend, 4-3.  Sar-
ah Davey played keeper in the 
first half and had a few great 
saves, Natalie Rivas contrib-
uted from left back.

Soccer: WHIA tops Federation, 7-5, in league play
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?

Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,

And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience

Friendly service.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street 
parking, Use of penthouse meet-

ing room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview. 

(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 301

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing. Insured. 
Free estimates. Call (203) 506-
9384.

HELP WANTED
PCA’s – Day and Evening 

Shift- experience required. 
Housekeeper/ Janitor   Morning 
hours

Full and Part time work op-
portunities  for mature, depend-
able individuals. Benefits avail-
able, great work environment. 
Must have clear criminal back-
ground. All applicants subject 
to drug screen.

Seacrest Retirement Center

TRY VOICE CLASSIFIEDS
CALL 203-934-6397. 

 SITUATIONS WANTED
Caregiver/Compainion/Home-

maker. Live-in. Over 10 years 
experience. (203) 909-1660. Can 
provide transportation.

ROOM FOR RENT
Clean, quiet room near 

busline. Kitchen privileges, 
cable. References and security 
deposit. Call 203-530-4566 or 
203-230-5870.

FOR RENT
Room for rent, all amenities 

included: W/D, heat, hot water, 
kitchen priv., off-street parking. 
$650/month. Call 203-997-5370.

.
SEEKING A ROOM

Single man, seeking room or 
one-room apartment. Contact 
Richard, (203) 752-8871.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs -- Walls and ceilings, 

sheetrock, carpentry. Free es-
timates. Insured HC#0647093. 
Bill (203) 901-2136.

FOR RENT
Apt. for rent, 3BRM. New win-

dows, new paint. Near Green. 
$1400/month plus one-mo. 
security.No utilities. No pets. 
Available immediately. Call 
Drew, 203-933-7513.

Due to
production issues

The Puzzle Page will not 
be published this week

Get Verified - Quick & Easy

West Haven City Hall, 355 Main St
West Haven, CT 06516 Basement Level

City of West Haven

State of Connecticut’s
Only Municipal DMV Partner

Tues, Wed, Friday 9 am - 3:30 pm; Thursday 9 am - 5:30 pm

Operated by the West Haven Chamber of Commerce
In partnership with the City of West Haven & CT DMV

203-933-1500  westhavenchamber.com
Walk-In Service and Appointments available online

CT License or ID Renewal

Lost CT License/ID
Replacement

Address Change
Name Change

For any CT Resident
Easy Access & Ample Parking

$8 convenience fee + DMV fees

Verified License for Federal ID
Items Needed

• U.S. Passport or Birth Certificate & 2nd ID (Your current CT License/ID)

(Possibly Marriage License to show name changes)
• Social Security Card (original)

• 2 pieces of mail within the last 90 days
No extra DMV fee if renewing - $30 duplicate fee may apply
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28 Years of Learning by Doing

Want to register your child? Visit our website at www.whecocamp/registration Payments can 
be made by credit/debit card online, or by cash/check.

Any questions, contact Nancy Paone at 203-605-0479 or Pat Fallon (203) 500-4322

g

Wizards celebrate Yankee crown
The West Haven Wizards 

swim team celebrated its first-
ever undefeated season and 
undisputed league champion-
ship with a banquet on Sun-
day April 28.  

This year’s team was com-
prised of more than 150 
swimmers in five different 
age groups.  Swimmers were 
recognized for growth and 
improvement throughout the 
season, excellence in individ-
ual strokes, strong technique, 
versatility and team spirit.

The Heart of Gold Award is 
given to swimmers that exem-
plify the “gold standard” for 
outstanding commitment, ef-
fort and attitude.  This year’s 
Heart of Gold recipients are: 
Anna Piskura, Aarya Mulmi, 
AJ Meglio, Olivia DeLauir, 
Khando Dorjee, Erin Morton, 
Lucas Vital, Sidra Barry, Kae-
lyn Falanga, Kaleigh Morton, 
Macie Rascoll, Morgan Falan-
ga and Hannah Rascoll.  

The Junior and Senior Coach-
es Awards are the oldest in the 
team’s history with the Senior 
Coaches Award dating back to 
1979.  

The Coaches Awards recog-
nize swimmers for excellence 
in and out of the pool.  Each 
recipient must show exempla-
ry sportsmanship, citizenship, 
team leadership, commitment, 
respect, excellence in swim-
ming and they must show a 

strong drive for personal and 
team success. The recipients 
must also qualify for Yankee 
League Championships.  

This year’s girls’ junior win-
ner is Macie Rascoll.  The se-
nior award was given to Mor-
gan Falanga. The boys junior 
award was given to Lucas Vi-
tal.  

Since the Wizards starting 
keeping team records after 
the 2004-2005 season, they 
have served as both a point of 
conversation and goal for the 
swimmers. 

These records show how the 
Wizards continue to improve 
as record after record fall each 
year. 

This year six new records 
were set: Collin Charron set a 
new record for the boys 11/12 
50-yard backstroke, and Anya 
Celmer set new records in girls 
15 and over 100-yard freestyle, 
100-yard butterfly, 200-yard 
freestyle, 100-yard backstroke 
and the 50-yard freestyle.  

This year’s only graduating 
senior is Anya Celmer, Anya 
takes her swimming career to 
the next level at Southern Con-
necticut State University in the 
fall. 

Registration for Spring Wiz-
ards is still available.  For more 
information on the West Ha-
ven Wizards please visit our 
website at www.westhaven-
wizards.org.

Submitted Photos

Kelly Aspras, Lucas Yavag-
nilio, Nathan Charron and 
Lucas Vital, celebrate their 
league championships at the 
Wizards’ annual banquet. 
The banners were on full dis-
play during the night’s fes-
tivities.



Senior trips slated
F. Senior and Friends has 

planned a trip to Atlantic City 
May 22-24 at Resorts Casino. 
The package includes two din-
ners, a show and $25 coupon 
for slot play. 
Price is $279 for a double, 

$269 for a triple and $389 for a 
single. A trip to Niagara Falls 
is set for Aug. 5-8. 
Call Fred (203) 389-5808 or 

(203) 927-4249.

Student Loans
The Seth Haley Memorial 

Loan Fund of West Haven pro-
vides eligible college students 
with loans of up to $2500 to 
help students finish their post 
high school education. 

Applicants must be West 
Haven residents who have 
completed two or more years 
of college or post-secondary 
work or be in their final two 
years of advanced work. Any 
West Haven resident attend-
ing college or a post high 
school professional, technical 

or trade school can be eligible 
for a loan. Repayments do not 
begin, and no interest will be 
charged until one year after 
graduation. If you are inter-
ested in making an applica-
tion for a loan, please Gert 
Beckwith at (203) 934-6921, 
or  Ralph Lawson, (203) 934-
6442.

10th banquet
Westies Care, Inc., a 

recognized 501 (c) 3 charity 
is hosting its 10th Dinner, 
velebrating Education and 
Community on Sunday, May 
19 at 5 at the Cielo Ballroom, 
85 Chase Lane. The Class of 
2019 includes Person Of The 
Year - John Lewis; Lifetime 
Community Service Awards 
will be given to Kathryn 
Gregory, Diane Milano, 
Teddi McKenna, Hilary 
Brentson, Paul Bronson and 
Paul Defonzo. The D’Andrea 
Group will be honored for 
Outstanding Leadership in 
Business. Student Honorees 
will be  West Haven High 
School -- Miranda Burrows, 
Hannah Coppola, Olivia 

Coppola, LeAnna Corvera, 
Emily Cummings, Olivia 
Hauer, Daniella Occhineri, 
Keegan Riccio, Skylar 
Serenson, Riley Waterfield. 
Notre Dame -- David Anania, 
Drew Borer, Vincent Lacobelle. 
ESUMS: Trey Lewis and Diego 
Rosete. To purchase tickets, 
become a sponsor or donate a 
raffle prize, contact Phil Liscio, 
(203) 494-6021, phil.liscio@
westiescare.org.

Garden Club
Bradley Point Garden Club 

of West Haven will hold its 
monthly luncheon followed 
by a craft workshop at noon on 
Tuesday, May 21, in the lower 
level of Ora Mason Library, 
260 Benham Hill Road.  New 
members are always welcome. 
Call Marie at (203) 878-8428. 

Caregivers 
Workshops

The Agency on Aging of 
South Central CT is sponsoring 
a self-care education program 
for family caregivers, designed 

to provide you with tools and 
strategies to better handle the 
unique challenges you face. 
The free workshop series 
consists of six sessions held 
on Tuesdays, 1-3:30, April 30, 
May 7, 14, 21, 28 and June 4, 
held at the Agency on Aging 
of SCC at 117 Washington Ave, 
Suite 17, North Haven.

To register call or e-mail Jan 
Simmons at (203) 785-8533 x. 
3162, jsimmons@aoascc.org. 
You can also register online at: 
www.aoascc.org/forms/ptc/.

Senior Center trips
Join the West Haven Senior 

Center for the following trip:
Wednesday, June 12 – The 

Good Speed Opera House 
“The Music Man” $99 per per-
son enjoy lunch at the Gelston 
House, American bistro just 
steps from the Goodspeed. 
Bus leaves Savin Rock Confer-
ence Center 10 a.m. Departs 
Goodspeed approximately at 
4:30 p.m.

Wednesday, July 31-- The 
Westchester Broadway The-
atre “On Your Feet” enjoy 
lunch at the theatre before 

the show Cost $90 Bus leaves 
Savin Rock Conference Center 
9 a.m. Departs Westchester ap-
proximately at 3:45 p.m.

A fl yer with further details 
is available at the offi  ce at the 
West Haven Senior Center 201 
Noble St. or you can call the 
Senior Center (203) 937-3507.

Coin Show
The Liberty Coin Club 

of West Haven, organized 
in1962, will host a Coin Show 
on Sunday, March 17, at the 
Elks Club, 265 Main St., from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Admission is free. Anyone 
with an interest in buying, 
selling or collecting coins, or 
with questions about coins, 
is welcome to att end. Expert 
dealers and collectors will be 
on hand.

Al-Anon group 
An Al-Anon meeting group 

invites new members to at-
tend its weekly meetings on 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in 
the First Lutheran Church, 52 
George St. For information 
and details, call (203) 506-1464.
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Located directly on Long Island Sound

588 Ocean Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516

203-931-2510
www.seacrestweb.com

Luxurious
Affordable

Assisted & Memory Care

Around TownAround Town

Contributed Photo

Commission 
feted

 At City Hall on May 6, May-
or Nancy R. Rossi congratu-
lates UNH Mayor’s Advisory 
Commission Chairman Mar-
cin Stankevitch, right, and 
member Andrea McIntosh on 
being honored at the Politi-
cal Science Awards & Senior 
Banquet at the University of 
New Haven on May 5. Join-
ing Stankevitch and McIn-
tosh, who are junior political 
science majors, is their ad-
viser, Chris Haynes, assistant 
professor of political science. 
Stankevitch and McIntosh are 
recipients of the Award for 
Excellence in Leadership and 
the Joshua Sandman Award 
for Excellence in American 
Politics, respectively. 
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