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Voice Profile
A weekly in-depth interview 

““I want them happy. I want 
them to have a good experience.”

~~ Meg Kingston 

--See page 9

By Josh LaBella
Voice Reporter
While the agenda was fairly straight 

forward for Monday night’s City 
Council meeting, public session saw 
mudslinging and party infighting 
weeks ahead of the primary election. 

In the beginning of public session, 
citizens took to the podium to share 
concerns and recommendations apro-
pos better security and surveillance at 
West Haven beaches and the prospect 
of charging out-of-towners for parking 
passes. 

After residents spoke, some politi-
cians used public session as a way to 
decry their political opponents. Eighth 
District Councilwoman Tracy Mor-
rissey hailed back to previous worries 

she had regarding Mayor Nancy Rossi 
and whether or not she took an insur-
ance buyout. 

“The mayor has publicly said sever-
al times that she did not take it,” said 
Morrissey. “Well if she didn’t take it,  
did you take a waiver? Because I will 
publicly apologize if you did not take 
the cash for the health insurance. I 
can’t get that information. I’ve tried.” 

Morrissey said her Freedom of Infor-
mation Act requests about the matter 
have gone unanswered. She also said, 
based on the campaign finance docu-
ments the Rossi campaign had filed, 
the mayor looks to have taken cash 
donations over the legal limit. She said 
she filed a complaint with the State 
Elections Enforcement Commission. 

Rossi, who is running for her second 
term and facing two primary oppo-
nents, interjected, saying that cam-
paign finance complaints are confiden-
tial. Chairman Ron Quagliani called a 
recess in order to discuss situation’s 
legality with corporation council. Mor-
rissey tabled the issue pending clarifi-
cation.

Rick Fontana, mayoral campaign 
manager for Debbie Collins, took the 
stand next. He said First District Coun-
cilwoman Bridgette Hoskie has con-
tacted his employers, including New 
Haven Mayor Toni Harp, to say he 
was misrepresenting them because he 
came, in uniform, to speak in public 
session at a previous meeting. Fontana 
works for emergency medical services 

in New Haven. 
“I was between work and home on 

a night that I was off duty,” said Fon-
tana. “For her to send a letter saying 
that I disrespected the City of New Ha-
ven and that I disrespected the City of 
West Haven is troubling.”

Fontana said City Council meeting 
public sessions are a forum where 
citizens can come to state their opin-
ions, whether people agree with them 
or not. He told Hoskie she should be 
ashamed of herself and called the ac-
tion “uncalled for.” 

Hoskie later addressed the council 
about Fontana’s claims. She said Fon-
tana coming to address the council in 

See Council, page 5

Acrimony spices council session

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
 Mayor Nancy R. Rossi cut the cer-

emonial ribbon Tuesday with Super-
intendent of Schools Neil C. Caval-
laro and Principal Dana Paredes to 
mark the first day of school at West 
Haven High School and welcome the 
approximately 1,600 students to the 
2019-20 school year.

After greeting students, teachers, 
faculty and staff, Rossi toured West 
Haven High’s newly completed addi-
tion, which is part of the Circle Street 
school’s $130 million reconstruction.

Designed by Antinozzi Associates 
of Bridgeport to accommodate 1,598 
students, plans for the reconstructed 
high school also include renovating 
the existing building. The total fin-
ished project has an area of 265,959 
square feet, according to Kenneth 
Carney, chairman of the West Haven 
High School Building Committee.

Carney said the completed school 
will offer a cutting-edge media center 
and advanced STEM classrooms and 
laboratories for science, technology, 
engineering and math, as well as up-
graded public areas for the school and 
community. The fully air-conditioned 
building will have lower maintenance 
and operating costs while also offer-
ing enhanced access and security, he 
said.

Carney said the project’s construc-
tion phase, also known as Phase III, 
is composed of three major “subphas-
es” to allow the school to offer a full 
academic curriculum throughout the 
project.

Gilbane Building Co. of Glastonbury 
is the project’s construction manager, 
with Amar Shamas serving as the 
project executive. The Capitol Region 
Education Council of Hartford, or 
CREC, is overseeing the construction 

See WHHS, page 5
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Mayor Nancy R. Rossi cuts the ceremonial ribbon Tuesday with, from left, 
City Council Minority Leader Richard DePalma, R-at large, Superintendent of 
Schools Neil C. Cavallaro, Principal Dana Paredes, paraprofessional Patricia C. 
Horvath and Tax Collector Dorothy Chambrelli to mark the fi rst day of school at 
West Haven High School and welcome the approximately 1,600 students to the 
2019-20 school year.

Officials open
WHHS phase 1
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West Haven High School 

Class of 1969 will hold its 50th 
reunion on Friday, Sept. 27, at 
Seasons located at 990 Foxon 
Road, East Haven, from 6:30 
to 10:30 p.m. 

There will be music pro-
vided by a DJ, a plentiful 
cocktail and hors d’oeuvre 
hour, buffet dinner along with 
open bar.  Cost is $75 per per-
son  Checks should be made 
payable to Charlene Morgal 
and mailed to 18 Shumway 

St., West Haven, 06516, before 
Aug.15. 

More information can be 
found on our Facebook page: 
WHHS Class of 1969- 50th 
reunion, or by emailing chaz-
bo40@ aol. com /203 494 7379 
or  sandee110@aol.com /203 
494 7730.

~~~

The September Schedule
has not been published 

as of press time.
Sunshine all day
High 83F

Sunrise: 6:15 am
Sunset: 7:28 pm
Wind: SW 10-15
High Tide:
11:42 am

Friday
Aug 30

Mostly sunny all 
day
High 79F

Sunrise: 6:16 am
Sunset: 7:26 pm
Wind: NNW 10-15
High Tide:
12:02 am; 12:32 pm

Saturday
Aug 31

Mostly cloudy 

High 74F

Sunrise: 6:17 am
Sunset: 7:25 pm
Wind: E 5-10 
High Tide:
12:55 am; 12:22 pm

Sunday
Sept 1

Cloudy with 
chance of showers
High 75F

Sunrise: 6:18 am
Sunset: 7:23 pm
Wind: SE 10-15
High Tide:
1:47 am; 2:14 pm

Monday
Sept 2
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 1966 Beatles’ Last Commer-
cial Performance -- Popular 
British rock group, the Beatles, 
played their last live concert 
in front of a paying public at 
Candlestick Park in San Fran-
cisco, California. The band 
came together one last time for 
an unannounced performance 
in January 1969 on the rooftop 
of the Apple building in Lon-
don.

1949 Soviet Union Tests its 
First Atomic Bomb -- Code 
named Izdeliye 501 or First 
Lightening, the 22 kiloton 
atomic bomb was detonated at 
the Semipalatinsk Test Site in 
Kazakhstan.

1931 Michael Faraday Dis-
covers Electromagnetic -- In-
duction. Michael Faraday ex-
perimentally demonstrated 
that a changing magnetic field 
can induce a voltage in a con-
ductor. The discovery of elec-
tromagnetic induction helped 
in the creation of electric gen-
erators, transformers, and 
even induction cook tops. 

Kids’
Forecast

Art Teachers!
We need 
weather 

drawings for 
late summer 

and fall!
(203)

934-6397!



1601485 State Farm, Bloomington, IL

I love  
this town.

I love being here to help  
life go right™ in a community 
where people are making a 

 

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516

Bus: 203-932-0591

Thanks, West Haven.
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A Partner in the 
Community

www.newhaven.edu
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Rain garden installed at Pagels
The city’s fi rst rain garden has been installed at Pagels Elementary School.The 270-square-

foot garden, constructed just off  the school bus drop-off  and pickup lane by Benham Hill Road, 
can treat more than 40,000 gallons of stormwater per year. The project is the result of a col-
laboration with the UConn Center for Land Use Education and Research, which analyzed and 
reported on several potential sites in West Haven for tackling stormwater runoff  reduction last 
year. CLEAR, based in Haddam, provides information, education and assistance to land use 
decision-makers in support of balancing growth and natural resource protection. Storm-water 
management is necessary to reduce fl ooding and protect bodies of water from pollutants that 
collect on roads, parking lots and driveways and fl ow into storm sewers. Rain gardens are de-
signed to collect runoff  and allow the water to percolate through soil before fi nding its way to 
rivers and Long Island Sound.  

 Dr. Dana Wade, M.D., CEO Of Monitor My Health, Inc. and the 
CT Department of Public Health  are offering a Lifestyle Change 
Program, weight loss, and healthy living coaching. No drugs 
are part of this program.Group sessions will be conducted at 
the West Haven Senior Center, 201 Noble St., Room 116, every 
Wednesday, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. The program is a weekly 
interactive one-hour long workshop. In order to qualify, all can-
didates must be at least 18 years old and at high risk for diabetes 
at the time of enrollment.  Call: (203) 717-2474, 

Diabetes session offered



Dear Felicia

“The affordable home heating oil specialists” 

Serving West Haven residents since 1987.          HOD #362 Cobina

Well hon, here we are the kid-
dies jest went back to school, 
and September starts on Sun-
day. Yikes, it’s really true what 
momma used to say: Once you 
get past May, the year just flies 
by…and do it is.

Here in the Asylum by the 
Sea, things are percolating to-
ward that late summer frolic 
we have around here every 
two years: the mayoral prima-
ry. Now, usually this mayhem 
is restricted to the Democrats, 
who have always and forever 
been trifurcated. And over 
the last nearly 30 years, the 
Demmies have controlled ev-
erything in town. It was just 
a question of what flavor of 
Demmie was gonna be in the 
Actors Colony, and for how 
long – they usually take turns.

Well, this  time around, the 
GOP has got into the act, and 
is having its own version of the 
mayhem. In the July caucus, a 
24-20 vote had Michelle Gre-
gorio defeating Steven Mull-
ins for the endorsement. Much 
to the delight of some and the 

chagrin of others, Mullins opt-
ed to stay in the race, and see if 
his thoid time at the brass ring 
would be successful. Needless 
to say, politics being what it is, 
acrimony has taken over the 
GOP, and it hasn’t looked this 
feisty since the days when Al 
Conte was the chairman.

Nelly Nuthatch recently vis-
ited the Actor’s Colony to get a 
front-row seat to confirm or re-
fute the rumors that have been 
circulating about the fractured 
Republican Town Committee. 

Act 1: What a show! The 
drama and backstabbing were 
only exceeded by the outra-
geous behavior displayed by 
several members of said com-
mittee. The innuendos, accu-
sations, and half-cocked con-
clusions would even make the 
Demmies blush! According to 
Nelly, there is a real outright 
dislike amongst the two fac-
tions –jest whot they don’t 
need, to become like the Dem-
mies.

These shenanigans have 
tainted the West Haven Grand 

Ole Party to the point where 
certain members of the under-
ticket are embarrassed to be 
associated with such public 
displays of foolishness. Oth-
ers are considering exiting the 
RTC for good. Some are blam-
ing the leadership --- or what 
they see as the lack thereof---
for allowing and arguably pro-
voking this spectacle to occur. 
This party --- or what some are 
calling a “pity party” --- needs 
a long-overdue overhaul. I’ve 
been saying it for years, and 
maybe this will by the event 
that causes it. 

So much for showcasing 
each mayoral candidate and 
presenting new ideas! The 
upcoming debate is looking 
more and more like a pack-
aged event. One could hope 
that it becomes more than just 
a “Dems bad, we’re good” 
event, not so far. Which re-
minds me, gotta get ready for 
Act II on Sept. 5!

By the way, it’s official. Our 
editor was deep-sixed as the 
moderator because of a kerfuf-
fle with Steve Mullins. He, the 
editor, ain’t exactly broken up 
about it, it’s a night he could 
actually stay home – witch is 
always more interesting than 
these canned-answer debates.

~~~
The Demmies, meanwhile, are 

exhibiting the calm before the 
storm. Whilst there are three, 
count ‘em three, candidates in the 
Sept. 10 primary, there ain’t been 
much in the way of campaigning. 
A three-way debate or forum for 

these guys would have been ide-
al. Instead, it’s lookin’ more and 
more as if the party will try to 
make it a popularity contest with 
each candidate bringing out its 
own base.

How that helps unite the party 
nobody can figger out. We’ve 
been sayin’ all along effen there 
will be a clear winner in this exer-
cise, he or she will hafta bring out 
more than the usual 6,000 voters. 
Somehow or t’other I don’t expeck 
that is gonna happen at this junc-
ture. We shall see.

Sammy Bluejay was here t’other 
day and mentioned that each cam-
paign is doing what campaigns 
do, but there ain’t the usual he-
said, she-said, she-said back-and-
forth that we were so used to in 
the last go-round. 

~~~
Whilst that is going on, which 

is to say the usual, the kiddies 
going back to school gave at 
least one o’ those candidates 
a photo-op. The new wing of 
the revamped high school, the 
foist of five, methinks, had a 
ribbon-cutting Tuesday. I’m 
puttin’ it in the past-tense as 
I am scribing this the day be-
fore.

Tennyrate, the ribbon-cutting 
will have all the usual suspecks 
and we can hear the hue and 
cry that will come from one or 
both campaigns because of it. 
There was some consternation 
a few weeks ago, when one o’ 
the candidates was pictured in 
our pages doing the work for 
which that official is paid. But, 
candidates and campaigns get 

a bit paranoid about this time, 
and see usual stuff as a leg-up 
for one side or t’other. They 
reallllllly get upset. It’s quite 
something to watch.

~~~
Sammy, meanwhile, was in-

terested to see that one or two 
candidates around the burg 
were making sure that their 
personal signs got play at the 
sites where one or t’other can-
didate is being spotlighted. 
Knowing the way things are 
around here, one suspecks 
these candidates are being 
accused of “single-shot-ing.” 
That is the practice of making 
sure that one is not associated 
with the udner-ticket of any 
one campaign. 

The reason it is so universally 
disliked – except when those 
who poo-pooh it try it – is that 
it usually works. So, Sammy 
made mention to me about 
the two or three that are doing 
it. There’s probably some talk 
behind the back, but, so far, 
it hasn’t developed into open 
warfare. We’ve seen instances 
where it has.

~~~
Proof positive that the fall is 

upon us is the Westfest comin’ up 
on Sept. 7. The event, scheduled 
for the Green is a combo betwixt 
the UNH Student Government 
and administration with the city. 
It’s supposed to improve town-
gown relations – other than the 
Campbell Avenue Crawl. 

The students run the events, 
and it brings out quite a few 
thousands over the course of the 
day. It’s been a real success and 
we hope the university and city 
have a good one this time ‘round. 
Meanwhile, we see the Apple 
Festival, sponsored by the Con-
gregational Church, is planned 
for later in the month. That jest 
means that it’s gonna start get-
ting’ colder. We remember one or 
two years where it really started 
to dip, temperature-wise, for this 
event, which is rather depressin’. 
Already we see the shadows shift-
ing, and the colder nights are 
gonna make the leaves start to 
turn. 

~~~
Iva Lootey made a prediction 

t’other day, which I thought 
I’d run by yew. It seems that 
with the primary coming 
up on Sept. 10, the matter of 
Charter Revision – and for 
that matter almost anything 
else in the city – goes on a hia-
tus. Politicos seldom can do 
more than one thing at a time, 
and usually prove it. Well, Iva 
is of the opinion that once the 
primary is over and the voting 
tabulators are put in cold stor-
age for another year, there is 
gonna be a real push back on 
Charter Revision. We shall see 
how successful it is. Methinks 
not very – this time.

With that bit o’ chatter, I’ll close 
mitt luff und kizzez, 

Page 4 - Thursday, August 29, 2019 WEST HAVEN VOICE



Thursday, August 29, 2019 - Page 5 WEST HAVEN VOICE

Ad Space Donated by West Haven Voice in conjunction with the West Haven Chamber of Commerce

FRIDAY, August 30
MOVIE OF THE WEEKMOMOVIVIEE OFOF TTHEHE WWEEEEKK

GREASE

A Ci zens Ac on Coali on

“Big Screen on the Green”
FFridayy Nightt Summerr Moviess andd aa wholee lott moree onn thee Westt Havenn Green.. 

7:00 pm - Entertainment - Food - Free Kid’s Cra s 
Movie will start just a er sunset.

Come before the movie and enjoy

In Partnership with the City of West Haven

P R E S E N T S 

st Haven

CChickenn Nuggets,, Frenchh Fries,,  
        CCheesee Nachoss andd Icee Creamm Sodas 
 ssoldd byy FCCC  forr Campershipss too  
                SSilverr Lakee Camp 
 

DDeliciouss foodd providedd by 
                 ““GGett Stuffed”” FFoodd Truckk 
 

SSingingg Entertainmentt by 
                  SStudentss off Studioo G 
 

PPopcorn,, Snackss andd Refreshmentss  
                  ssoldd  byy Westt Havenn United 
 

FFreee Kid’’ss Cra ss   
 

In Partn

Submitted PhotoGuadalupe Rose
The Rev. Kevin Dillon, pastor of Our Lady of Victory Church 

holds a silver rose that was received by the parish in a ser-
vice of prayer last week. The rose, one of several said to mi-
raculously appear as a sign, came from the garment worn by 
St. Juan Diego at the apparition now known as Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. That garment contained the image of the lady that 
appeared the the saint and is on display in the basilica of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe over the main altar. Dillon is flanked by 
the Rev. Jose Mercado, pastor of St. Louis and St. Lawrence 
Churches, and the Rev. Eric Zuniga. The visit was sponsored 
by the Knights of Columbus, standing behind.

Continued from page 1
financing.

Carney said the construction 
phase, which began in April 
2018, is expected to take about 
three years to complete, with 
a projected occupancy of new 
spaces in fall 2019 through 
2021. Site restoration work 
is expected to continue until 
spring 2022, he said.

Carney confirmed the project 
is on schedule and on budget.

The project’s first subphase 
includes constructing the food 
services, building services, 
tech-ed shops, media center, 
auditorium, music and arts 
classrooms, and administra-
tive offices to permit the trans-
feral of building uses, thereby 
opening other parts of the ex-
isting building for renovation 
or demolition.

The second subphase calls 
for renovating the existing 
eastern three-story building 
after demolishing the existing 
cafeteria and media center.

The third subphase includes 
demolishing the existing audi-
torium and music spaces, ren-
ovating the northern wing of 
academic spaces, and demol-
ishing the existing gym and 
southern academic building.

WHHS

Continued from page 1
his uniform was unprofession-
al and she felt his employers 
needed to know. 

“Shame on me?” said Hoskie. 
“No. Shame on him. I will do 
what I deem is right for my 
city, for my constituents and 
for the people I represent. I 
stand in the light. I don’t stand 
behind closed doors.”

There were also many speak-
ers who addressed an ongoing 
standoff between the Child 
Development Center and the 
Rossi administration regard-
ing the organizations’ lease 
agreement with the city (A 
story on that will be in next 
week’s issue). 

Margaret Krzeminski, an 
Allingtown resident, told the 
council it had been a mean-
spirited body from the begin-
ning. She said the council does 
not care about the people of 
the city and that they “walk 

right over us.” She added she 
believed the council uses citi-
zens to aid their own efforts. 

“This city is broken,” said 
Krzeminski. “You want to take 
care of the citizens? You can’t 

Council: Politics,
acrimony roils all



America found wanting
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Labor and socialism
Labor Day. History tells us that a day honoring work-

ers – and by extension the American labor movement 
– was first proposed by the Central Labor Union and 
the Knights of Labor, forerunners to today’s trade 
unions. Oregon became the first state to recognize 
the day in 1887, and by 1894 it was recognized as a 
federal holiday after 30 states had established it. It 
has been the first Monday in September ever since.
Quickly becoming a bookend to Memorial Day, the 

two dates mark the unofficial beginning and end of 
the summer season, respectively. It has even become 
a demarcation line for fashion as white is never worn 
before Memorial Day or after Labor Day, we are told.
Since the tumultuous days of the early labor move-

ment, one that prodded the early Progressive Move-
ment, the day has ceased to be a glorification of 
union labor as it has to all American workers. In-
deed, unlike the rest of the world that sees May 1 
as International Workers Day, our holiday has taken 
on a more benign meaning. Labor, whatever form it 
takes, is seen as a good for society.
It is disheartening then to see leftward slant the 

nation has taken over the last few years, fueled by 
an education system that has morphed into anti-
Americanism and distorted history. For while text-
books and other more recent publications – and col-
lege campuses – say they are trying to give a more 
balanced look at American history, in fact, they are 
focusing on negative events in our history, and try-
ing to delegitimize its founding and its Constitution.
Socialism, the darling economic system of the fac-

ulty lounge and the academics with no experience in 
the real world – and politicians looking to salve their 
base – is now making a dangerous comeback. Ber-
nie Sanders the Soviet-loving sometimes-Democrat 
Senator from Vermont, espouses it, while his cur-
rent major rival Sen. Elizabeth Warren from Mas-
sachusetts calls herself a capitalist. In fact, she is a 
fascist – another form of socialism – looking to have 
the government control private capital. 
In an article this week in PJ Media, Roger L. Simon, 

one of the best writers in the nation makes this com-
ment: “When I saw him speak in Des Moines dur-
ing his first go-round as a presidential candidate, 
I thought I had been teleported back to 1912 and 
was listening to Eugene V. Debs, who ran for U.S. 
president as a socialist five times, vilifying capitalism 
at every turn. Only Debs had the excuse of spew-
ing his destructive nonsense before Stalin and Mao 
murdered or starved to death tens of millions of their 
own people.”
This fact of history seems to be lost on our neo-

socialist hoards today. They believe, “but that can’t 
happen here!” Socialism leads to totalitarianism, 
which leads to pogroms. 
He makes one comment about Warren that is tren-

chant: “As last year’s news, however, he (Sanders) is 
losing ground these days to Elizabeth Warren, who 
claims to be sort of a capitalist but not really (just as 
she claimed to be sort of an Indian but not really).”
Socialism, a wonder system in the abstract has 

done more to harm the human condition and sub-
jugate people in 150 years, than any other economic 
reality. With all its faults and problems, capitalism 
seeks to lift all boats with a rising tide of growth. 
Unfortunately, academe does not work in the real 

world, but trains the minds of those who will. The 
evils of socialism must be put forward and shown 
for the illiberal system it is. It is a system that works 
only in the minds of the idealists. 

By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
Beto O’Rourke has taken 

the measure of America and 
found it wanting. 

“This country, though we 
would like to think otherwise,” 
he intoned, “was founded on 
racism, has persisted through 
racism and is racist today.”

This is now a mainstream 
sentiment in the Democratic 
Party. Bernie Sanders said ear-
lier this year that the United 
States was “created” in large 
part “on racist principles.” 
The New York Times has be-
gun the so-called 1619 Project, 
marking the 400th anniversary 
of the importation of slaves 
from Africa. 

The series seeks nothing less 
than “to reframe the country’s 
history, understanding 1619 as 
our true founding, and placing 
the consequences of slavery 
and the contributions of black 
Americans at the very center 
of the story we tell ourselves 
about who we are.”

It is certainly true that an 
American nation existed prior 
to the Declaration of Indepen-
dence in 1776 and slavery was 
its great sin, with permuta-
tions still felt today. But to pre-
tend that racism is the essence 
of America and constituted 
one of the country’s founding 
principles is an odious and re-
ductive lie.

It doesn’t explain why any 
reference to slavery was kept 
out of the Constitution. James 
Madison, per his notes dur-
ing the drafting convention, 
“thought it wrong to admit 
in the Constitution the idea 
that there could be property in 
men.” 

The careful avoidance of the 
term was subsequently used 
to buttress the position of op-
ponents of slavery from John 
Quincy Adams to Abraham 
Lincoln to Frederick Doug-
lass. The great black abolition-
ist asked, “if the Constitution 
were intended to be, by its 
framers and adopters, a slave-
holding instrument, why nei-
ther slavery, slaveholding, nor 
slave can anywhere be found 
in it?” 

Of course, in crucial respects 
the Constitution was indeed a 
compromise with slavehold-
ers. 

It’s not clear why it would 
be considered better if, in the 
absence of such a compromise, 
slave states had possibly gone 
their own way to create a rump 
nation-state wholly devoted 
to slavery and not yoked to a 
North that became more anti-
slavery over time. 

“The Revolution suddenly 
and effectively ended the cul-
tural climate that had allowed 
black slavery, as well as other 
forms of bondage and un-

freedom, to exist throughout 
the colonial period without 
serious challenge,” the histo-
rian Gordon Wood writes. In 
his view, it set in motion the 
“ideological and social forces” 
that eventually led to the Civil 
War. 

In the broadest gauge, it’s 
a mistake to treat the United 
States as an outlier in terms of 
its racial attitudes, when it was 
really an outlier in its (imper-
fect) embrace of liberty. 

“Europeans did not outdo 
others in enslaving people or 
treating slaves viciously,” the 
late historians Elizabeth Fox-
Genovese and Eugene Geno-
vese observed. “They outdid 
others by creating a Christian 
civilization that eventually 
stirred moral condemnation 
of slavery and roused mass 
movements against it.

“Today we ask: How could 
Christians or any civilized 
people have lived with them-
selves as slaveholders? 

But the historically appro-
priate question is: What, after 
millennia of general accep-
tance, made Christians -- and, 
subsequently, those of other 
faiths -- judge slavery an enor-
mity not to be endured?”

It’s not a question anyone 
running in the Democratic 
presidential primaries, or ed-
iting The New York Times, is 
inclined to ask.
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By Eleanore TurkingtonBy Eleanore Turkington

Dear Eleanore Turkington:
Here I am again talking to 

you.  Please, I am asking you 
to fix the clock in Allingtown. 
We have a new building going 
up and the clock looks bad.

RL Watch Clock
Dear RL Watch Clock:

We are all waiting for the 
clock to begin ticking once 
again. Gripe Vine has been 
following this issue since the 
middle of March of this year.

I wrote to Councilman Peter 
Massaro back on March 20. 
Councilman Massaro replied 
to resident’s complaints con-
cerning the broken clock on 
the Allingtown Green with, 
“The clock on the green is in 
the process of being fixed.  The 
state is giving State Represen-
tative Mike DiMassa a big 
problem on who’s fault it is 
and who should fix the clock.  

I just spoke to him on Satur-
day, March 16, 2019 about this.  
I haven’t forgotten about it.  
This is one of my main issues.”

Gripe Vine readers are wait-
ing for an answer.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

I was playing with my grand-
daughter on the West Haven 
Green July 25.  She had to use 
the bathroom.  I took her to the 
two on the Green across from 
the church.  It was disgusting; 
disgusting feces, flies, bees 
and urine inside.  The other 
porta potty had a pair of un-
derwear full of feces; looked 
like it was there for days.

I had to run a mile with my 
grand daughter on my shoul-
ders to use my restroom.  I am 
an embarrassed West Haven 
taxpayer, ashamed my grand 
daughter had to witness this 
horrific scene.  Please clean 

this daily!
West Haven citizens love our 

Green and when needed, like 
to use a somewhat clean rest-
room.

Grandma-U
Dear Grandma-UN

West Haven Councilwoman, 
Bridgette Hoskie answered 

Gripe Vine’s request for a solu-
tion to your gripe.  Her reply: 
“I spoke to a representative in 
the Public Works Department 
who will have them checked.  
They are on a regular cleaning 
schedule, but daily cleaning 
wouldn’t be an option due to 
cost and manpower. The com-
pany that supplies them is in 
charge of it, however they will 
address complaints.

“I also called Rev. E. Carl  
Howard of the First Congrega-
tional Church of West Haven,  
as I know the church is under 
construction and they have 
porta potties for the workers.  I 
asked him to look into those as 
well, to ensure they are clean.”

I have asked Council Woman 
Hoskie to provide Gripe Vine 
readers with an update on this 
complaint.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

There seems to be a miss-
ing light post at 389 Platt Ave.  
When you look or go up or 
down the street, the street-
lights are present EXCEPT at 
489 Platt Ave.

I have moved and come back 
from a three-year hiatus and 
the area in question is still 
pitch dark. There is now a 
new family across the street 
and I surmise that this can be 

a disaster should one of the 
children happen to be playing 
within this dark area.  I really 
hope that a streetlight is in-
stalled to rectify this potential 
problem. I would hate to see a 
preventable accident to occur.

Platt Avenue Resident
Dear Platt Avenue Resident:

Councilman Nick Ruickoldt 
was notified of this condi-
tion July 19.  To date I have 
received no response.  I will 
continue to consult with the 
Councilman anticipating an 
improvement at this site.

Coming up:…Damaged 
street traffic sign at Dogwood 
Road to Orange from Meloy…
dog littering sign…early 
renovation noise on Cher-
ry Street…illegally parked 
trucks…non resident parking 
at Oak Street…Catch basin on 
Eileen Road…large  pot hole 
at exit ramp for First Street… 
interesting facts on the new 
plastic bag law and much 
more.

You can send your gripes, 
comments and suggestions 
to gripevine4wh@aol.com or 
write to Gripe Vine c/o West 
Haven Voice, 666 Savin Ave . 
Please include your name, ad-
dress and phone number, kept 
strictly confidential with me.

ELEANORE TURKINGTON

City applying for grant to aid WHPD
The city is applying for funding under the Edward Byrne Me-

morial Justice Assistance Grant Program for the purchase of 
equipment for the Police Department.

The goal of the project is to maintain the challenges of emerg-
ing technological improvements and their impact on the com-
munity.

The requested funding from the 2019 JAG program will buy 
software to upgrade the Police Department’s computer-aided 
dispatch system. 

The upgrade will allow the CAD system to continuously have 
high availability with connectivity when routine maintenance 
and/or repairs are conducted.

The improvement will enhance the responsiveness of West 
Haven’s public safety personnel, including police, fire and 911 
dispatch, as well as University of New Haven police.
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Historian’s corner                                   Historian’s corner                                   By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

Dan Shine is a weekly col-
umnist and former Historian 
of the First Congregational 
Church on the Green.

George R. Kelsey
 In the years following the 

War Between the States, 
America began to advance 
herself by leaps and bounds, 
becoming an economic 
example, a world power, and 
an inspiration to many still liv-
ing in the Old World.  

 In the words of historian 
David McCullough, “The war 
was past; the time had come 
to concentrate on ‘legitimate 
enterprise’.  That seemed to be 
true spirit of the day.  Clearly, 
a momentous new Age of 
Progress was dawning.” 

 “In Egypt, the French had 
nearly finished the Suez 
Canal.  In Europe the Mont 
Cenis Tunnel, then the longest 
on earth, was being blasted 
beneath the Alps.  But nowhere 
was there so much happening 

as on the continent of North 
America.  The Union Pacific 
was laying track at a rate of 
eight miles a day by this time.  
In Massachusetts a hole was 
being bored nearly five miles 
through the solid rock of Hoo-
sic Mountain, just to slice a 
little time off the railroad run 
from Boston to Albany.  Bos-
ton itself was being doubled 
in size by filling in Back Bay 
swamp.  In New York Corne-
lius Vanderbilt was erecting a 
very grand new Grand Cen-
tral Depot, the train-shed roof 
of which, an immense vault of 
glass and iron, would contain 
the largest interior space in the 
country.  There was a new tun-
nel under the Chicago River, a 
first Bridge over the Missouri 
at Kansas City, and at St. Lou-
is a river captain named Eads 

had begun building a railroad 
bridge over the Mississippi.”

That spirit of optimism and 
achievement was clearly re-
flected in the works of George 
R. Kelsey:   For even as West 
Haven, Borough of Orange, 
was building its own borough 
hall, which was connected to 
other communities by tele-
graph lines, even as it was 
beginning its transition from 
a strictly farming community; 
even as it was beginning to 
be known for its shipbuilding 
industry, it was aided in its 
advancement by the efforts of 
George Kelsey.

Colonel Kelsey served with 
the 6th Regiment of the Con-
necticut Volunteers during the 
Civil War. A businessman at 
heart, Kelsey spent his post-
war years buying a control-
ling interest in a horse-drawn 
trolley system located in West 
Haven. Next, Kelsey extended 
Campbell Avenue and the 
trolley tracks down to the Sav-
in Rock area.  In addition, he 
supplemented his transporta-
tion interests by building a 
1,500-foot pier out into Long 
Island Sound that was capable 
of accommodating ferry ser-
vice regardless of the height of 
the tides.  Soon, ferries began 
to run routinely from Savin 
Rock to Lighthouse Point and 
New Haven’s inner harbor. 
With his transportation infra-
structure in place, Kelsey be-
gan developing attractions to 
bring visitors to the area.

Those attractions started 
with the construction on 
Beach Street of the Sea View 
Hotel, a Victorian mansion ca-
pable of housing 150 wealthy 
guests. Kelsey then built a 
park alongside the hotel and 
encouraged local business-
men to use his property for 
providing amusements for his 
guests. Soon there was a small 
zoo, museum, and a dance 
hall on the property. As his 
operation grew, Kelsey added 
gardens, a fountain, and nu-
merous small food and souve-
nir stands.  Next came a band-
stand, and musical entertain-
ment brought in crowds from 

See Historian, page 9

The Savin Rock Observatory was an early attraction at the 
playland George Kelsey established.
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Continued from page 8
New Haven, eager for enter-
tainment.  An area dubbed 
“Railroad Grove” was stocked 
with merry-go-rounds and 
shooting galleries; next came 
a miniature elevated railway 
and a roller-coaster.  Atop Sav-
in Rock, he built an observa-
tory (which would burn to the 
ground years later).  George 
Kelsey had put West Haven 
on the map!

But Kelsey didn’t stop there:  
He was also involved with the 
West Haven Buckle Company, 
which had been founded in 
1843 and then owned by Dan-
iel Trowbridge, and was once 
located on Washington Av-
enue.  

Kelsey then reorganized the 
American Buckle Company, 
which was located on lower 
Campbell Avenue; although 
it is now defunct, the factory 
still stands, as a reminder of 
West Haven’s Industrial Age.

Together, these two factories 
produced buckles, buttons 
and a large variety of pros-
thetic clips and braces; they 
also produced hardware for 
use on overalls.  Both factories 
continued to operate until the 
latter half of the 20th Century.

Our thanks to George Kelsey 
for his good works which did 
much to benefit the citizens 
of West Haven.  Today he is 
buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, 
along with many of the others 

who have contributed greatly 
for our community!

  (Artwork was created by the 
late Ray E. Owens.)

Historian’s Corner

Kingston puts her customers first
By Josh LaBella
Voice Reporter
Meg Kingston said walking 

into the new kitchen at West 
Haven High School on the first 
day of school this week was 
like walking downstairs to see 
the presents under the tree on 
Christmas morning for herself 
and her staff.

Kingston is the food service 
director for Sodexo in West 
Haven. Sodexo is the food ser-
vices and management com-
pany which run the cafeterias 
in the city’s public schools. She 
said before she started work-
ing for Sodexo she worked as 
a clinical dietitian in hospitals 

and nursing homes. 
“I ended up leaving the 

clinical end and coming here 
because I got laid off at St. 
Raphael’s,” said Kingston. 
“There was an ad in the paper 
for school lunch and I said, 
‘Oh, that doesn’t sound bad.’ 
Not knowing that would end 
up having so much passion 
for it.”

Kingston said she has de-
grees in nutrition and busi-
ness which fit well with the 
demands of the job. She said 
she started off in a small 
school district and worked her 
way to bigger ones; eventually 
getting the job in West Haven 

– her home town.
When Kingston got up at 

4:30 Tuesday morning she said 
she was “pumped” for the first 
day of school. She said she 
gets an adrenaline rush from 
it. The director manages a staff 
of 60 people throughout the 10 
schools they serve in the dis-

trict. 
Kingston said she has 

worked for Sodexo in munici-
palities varying in size and de-
mographics. She said the kids 
are good no matter where she 
has been. She attributes her 
good relationship with stu-
dents to the fact that she gives 

them the respect they are due. 
“I want them happy,” said 

Kingston. “I want them to 
have a good experience. I just 
had my opening meeting the 
other day and I said, ‘If you’re 
coming into these buildings 
this week and you’ve got a 

See Kingston, page 15

Photo by Josh LaBella

Meg Kingston makes sure the kids are eating well.
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Submitted Photos

Garden honors Carnegie 
The West Haven Public Library has established a “Carnegie 

Community Garden” and club to honor its great benefactor An-
drew Carnegie on the centennial of his death in 1919 and to in-
spire Westies to imitate him in his generosity and philanthropy. 
The library hopes to engage the community in planting, harvest-
ing, and maintaining the garden, with all produce grown to be 
donated to local food pantries.  The groundbreaking took place 
on Aug. 14, in a small grassy area at the rear of the parking lot 
with about 20 persons in attendance. The raised garden bed 
and sign were constructed through the kindness of Wilson and 
Eddy Cordova, who donated all materials and labor. For more 
information about the Carnegie Community Garden and joining 
the club, please call the Reference Room at (203) 937-4233 ext. 3
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NDHS initiates Knights Hall of Fame
The traditions, talents, lega-

cies, and accomplishments of 
the Notre Dame athletic de-
partment date back to when 
the Brothers of Holy Cross 
opened the front doors of the 
school in the fall of 1946.

From when Nick Pietrosante 
‘55 wore the green and gold 
before heading to South 
Bend, IN and the University 
of Notre Dame and later the 
NFL to this past school year 
when the hockey team played 
in its school record 18th 
state championship game, 
the proud tradition of Notre 
Dame athletics takes a back 
seat to no one in the state of 
Connecticut.

If the walls of Alumni Hall 
could talk, they would tell the 
exploits of 38 state champion-
ships, and in recent times 37 
Southern Connecticut Con-
ference division titles, and 15 
Southern Connecticut Con-
ference championships not to 
mention a plethora of District 
league and ACC (All Catho-

lic Conference) 
crowns prior to 
joining the SCC 
in 1994. This, of 
course, is in ad-
dition to the 341 
All-State athletes, 
who proudly 
achieved this sta-
tus represent-
ing Notre Dame 
in their sport of 
choice.

Now, for the 
first time, the 
Notre Dame Ath-
letic Department 
will begin an annual tradition 
and honor its own with the 
launch of the  Notre Dame 
Athletic Hall of Fame with 
the inaugural class set to be 
feted on Saturday, Oct. 5 in 
an afternoon ceremony at the 
school.

 “This was one of my main 
objectives when I took over as 
athletic director,” said Jason 
Shea. “I will put up our tra-
dition up against any school 

in Connecticut. It’s important 
to me that we remember and 
honor so many great athletes 
and teams that have paved 
the way for our current pro-
gram and helped set our 
school apart.”

The inaugural class will 
feature nine individuals - 
five legendary athletes, four 
standout coaches- and two 
teams, both of whom helped 
put Notre Dame athletics on 
the proverbial map. Each 

inductee will re-
ceive a ring as a 
symbol of their 
induction. In ad-
dition to the nine-
person slate, sev-
eral coaches and 
athletes will be 
honored posthu-
mously.

The criteria  for 
induction into 
the Notre Dame 
Athletics Hall of 
Fame is the fol-
lowing: All-State 
selection or the 

equivalents and graduated at 
least 15 years ago.

 The inaugural class includes 
a “Who’s Who of Notre Dame 
Athletics.” To read a brief 
biographical information on 
each inductee, please visit go-
greenknights.com.

Athletes: Joe Tonelli ’62; 
Greg Lawler ’65; Ray Ciarleg-
lio ’59; Jim Davins ’82; Tarek 
Saleh ’93.

Coaches:Jim Guercia, Tom 

Marcucci ’66, Gary Palladino, 
Bill Parkinson.

Teams: The 1954 and 1962 
state championship football 
teams

In Memoriam: John Janen-
da, Richard Lawler, Sr., Nick 
Pietrosante ’55, Ed Schreck 
’63, Ray Tellier.

The induction ceremony 
will be the culmination of 
a weekend full of activities. 
This includes a home foot-
ball game against Amity on 
Friday, Oct. 4. The festivities 
will also include the school’s 
annual alumni football, soc-
cer, and lacrosse games on 
Saturday, Oct. 5. A picnic 
lunch will begin at Noon in 
Alumni Hall followed by the 
official induction ceremony 
at 1:30 p.m. in the Maureen 
and George Collins ‘58 Audi-
torium.

Please visit http://www.
notredamehs.com/HallofF-
ame2019 for more informa-
tion and to register for the 
event. The cost is $65.

Photo by Russ McCreven

Toss left!
School started Tuesday, 

but high school fall sports 
teams have been practicing 
for a couple of weeks. West 
Haven’s Blue Devils were 
seen out on Ken Strong Sta-
dium’s turf running through 
some basic offensive plays 
and defensive coverages. The 
Blue-and-White open the sea-
son Thursday, Sept. 12 v. the 
Gaels of Shelton in an early 
season showdown between 
the two Southern Connecti-
cut Conference rivals.
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By Josh LaBella
Voice Reporter
The recent release of recommended 

charter alterations by the Charter Revi-
sion Commission has coincided with a 
particularly contentious mayoral elec-
tion in which five candidates (three 
Democrats and two Republicans) vie 
for West Haven’s top spot. 

The commission worked on its rec-
ommendations for more than a year 
before turning them over to the City 
Council for review earlier this sum-
mer. By far, the biggest change the city 
would see if the revised charter passes 
through the different clearing stages, 
is a shift to a manager-council style of 
government. Terms for all elected offi-
cials would also be extended from two 
years to four and the number of voting 
districts would be lowered from ten to 
three. (See related story, page 140..

All candidates agreed a revision in 
the city’s charter is necessary. Incum-
bent Mayor Nancy Rossi said she start-
ed the charter revision process shortly 
after being elected mayor knowing the 
process would take time to complete.

“The charter has not had major up-
dates over the last 50 years and needs 
to be brought up to date and modern-
ized,” said Rossi. 

Republican mayoral nominee Mi-
chele Gregorio said the charter should 
be reviewed periodically. 

“Charter revision allows for updat-
ing those rules and regulations that are 
legally in place for city governance,” 
said Gregorio, “and should reflect any 
changing environments (either politi-
cal, city operations, demographic or 
alignment with state laws).”

Regarding the change to a manger-
council system, Gregorio said she sees 
a city manager as a kind of chief finan-
cial officer for the city. 

“This individual should have both 

the education and experience needed 
and required for such position,” said 
Gregorio. “City managers in other 
municipalities have proven effective 
in running a municipality similar to a 
business with the intent of eliminating 
any undue political influence, contrary 
to an elected position which can be 
subjective to outside parties.”

Steven Mullins, a Republican who is 
primarying Gregorio for the party’s 
nomination, said having a manager 
that has earned degrees in public ad-
ministration and or public policy and 
earned the appropriate certificates will 
allow West Haven to be managed by a 
professional.

Contrarily, former mayor Ed O’Brien, 
who is running against Rossi and City 
Clerk Debbie Collins for the dDemo-
cratic nomination, did not support the 
change. 

“A City Manager is only answerable 
to the council whereas as the chief 
elected official, the mayor is account-
able to the voters,” said O’Brien. “A 
city manager structure creates another 
layer of political influence that limits 
input from residents.”

O’Brien also disagreed with the ex-
tended terms, saying two years was 
enough time to decide if the mayor 
was doing a good enough job to be re-
elected. 

“While it can take more than two 
years to accomplish everything on his 
or her agenda,” said O’Brien, “it is 
pretty clear in one term if the Mayor 
is capable of delivering on their cam-
paign promises.”

Rossi, on the other hand, said she did 
not think two years was enough time 
to put together a team, introduce their 
agenda, and make changes necessary 
to improve the city. 

“In my case,” said Rossi, “we have 
needed to make so many changes and 

although we are seeing great progress, 
I believe a four-year term would give 
voters enough time to evaluate a may-
or and all of our elected officials.”

Mullins also did not think the two-
year terms were adequate for a mayor 
to create meaningful change. 

“Any mayor with the best of inten-
tions would find it difficult to accom-
plish much in just two years,” said 
Mullins. “Said mayor would continue 
to find him or herself in a non-stop 
campaign situation with the current 
arrangement.”

Gregorio supported the prospective 
change. She said the political land-
scape is such that a mayor is campaign-
ing every two years and that it was not 
enough time to be effective. 

Gregorio went on to say she support-
ed the voting districts being brought 
from ten to three. She pointed to Rich-
ard DePalma being the only Republi-
can on the City Council and said the 
current districts do not allow for a 
“clear representation of minority pol-
icy.” She said she believed the change 
would allow for that. 

Rossi also believed the alteration 
would allow for better minority party 
representation. 

“I think three districts would work,” 
said Rossi. “It would give at least one 
seat in each district to the minority 
party and ensure that all the sections 
of the city are properly represented. 
The more checks and balances that are 
in place the better.”

Mullins supports the restructuring as 
well. He said the change would also be 
good for the Board of Education. 

“The board, too, will be separated 
into the three districts with three mem-
bers representing each section of the 
city,” said Mullins. “With the current 
system, in theory all Board of Educa-
tion members could live in one sec-

tion of the city, and may not choose 
to be attentive to schools outside of 
the geographical area of their respec-
tive neighborhoods.  The proposed 
arrangement would have all schools 
(especially the six elementary schools) 
represented relatively equally.”

O’Brien called the move a mistake, 
which would consolidate political 
power. 

“I think it’s better to have 10 dis-
tricts working to build a consensus,” 
said O’Brien. “However, I do think 
we should make the districts for state/
federal and municipal elections the 
same. It is very confusing to the voters 
on Election Day to know where they 
should vote. This limits voter partici-
pation by complicating the process.”

Both Mullins and Gregorio said they 
supported the proposal that city clerk, 
treasurer and tax collector be appoint-
ed positions and require credentials. 

Rossi echoed that opinion and said 
she liked the increase in budget com-
pletion dates. She said it will allow 
“the mayor and City C ouncil to know 
what the actual state aid and educa-
tional grants will be before approving 
a budget.”

O’Brien said he has spoken to many 
residents about the charter as he goes 
door to door. He said citizens need to 
be to be thoroughly informed on the is-
sues so that they can make an educated 
decision. 

“My greatest concern is that they 
will not be aware of all sides and will 
not vote,” said O’Brien.  “This is our 
democracy in action and the basis on 
which our country was founded. We 
need to make sure the proposals re-
ceive the appropriate attention and 
voter education. We’ll have to live with 
this for years to come.”

Debbie Collins did not respond to 
questions by press time. 

Candidates weigh in on the charter

DOT looks to upgrade roundabouts
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
 The state Department of 

Transportation’s Office of En-
gineering is developing plans 
to improve the Oyster River 
roundabout at routes 162 and 
705 in the city’s Baybrook sec-
tion.

The $325,000 project aims to 
upgrade the existing round-
about, or traffic circle, at Jones 
Hill Road and Ocean Avenue 
to current design standards 
for accommodating larger 
trucks, said the project man-
ager, Scott Bushee, a principal 
engineer with the DOT’s Divi-
sion of Highway Design.

Bushee explained that during 
the roundabout’s original de-
sign, a midsize tractor-trailer 
was the standard design vehi-
cle for state arterial roads. But 
shortly after the roundabout’s 
construction more than a de-
cade ago, national changes in 
the trucking industry prompt-
ed the DOT to change its regu-
lations and increase the size 
of the standard design vehicle 
on state arterial roads because 

of technical advances in the 
industry and gradual accep-
tance of larger trucks by many 
states, he said.

“The larger trucks with lon-
ger trailers need more room 
to turn, resulting in off-track-
ing in the center island of the 
roundabout and damage to 
the outside curbing where 
drivers are trying to maximize 
available room to make their 
turn,” Bushee said.

According to the DOT, pre-
liminary plans for the up-
graded roundabout call for 
“expanding the truck apron 
8.5 feet to the interior, replac-
ing the outer concrete curb-
ing with granite, constructing 
a hardscape concrete surface 
with a brick paver appear-
ance within the former planter 
areas between the outer curb 
and the sidewalk, and repav-
ing the roundabout.”

“The roundabout has re-
quired constant maintenance 
in recent years and will be 
upgraded with more durable 
materials,” said Bushee, add-
ing that no private properties 

are affected in the plans.
Mayor Nancy R. Rossi, who 

recently met with state and 
city officials about the round-
about, thanked state Rep. 
Charles J. Ferraro, R-West Ha-
ven, for helping to fast-track 
the state-funded project.

The DOT anticipates com-
pleting the design phase in 
December and starting the 
construction phase in sum-
mer 2020, which Bushee said 
should take about six to eight 
weeks.

No detours are planned dur-
ing the work, said Bushee, 
who will give a PowerPoint 
presentation on the project at 
6:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 23, 
at City Hall, 355 Main St. The 
public is invited.

Before the roundabout, the 
busy intersection was stop-
controlled on Jones Hill Road 
with free flow on Ocean Ave-
nue. Vehicles turning left onto 
Jones Hill Road caused traffic 
to back up on Ocean Avenue 
while waiting for a safe gap 
in oncoming traffic to execute 
their turn, according to infor-

mation provided by the DOT.
“The resulting traffic conges-

tion contributed to rear-end 
crashes on Ocean Avenue and 
angle crashes within the inter-
section,” the DOT said.

To improve safety and re-
lieve traffic congestion, the 
first modern roundabout built 
on a state road was construct-
ed there in 2007, reducing the 
total crash rate by 45% and 

injury-related crashes by 60%, 
according to statistics provid-
ed by the DOT.

Anyone interested in receiv-
ing information about “State 
Project No. 156-182” can con-
tact Matthew Vail, transporta-
tion principal engineer with 
the DOT’s Bureau of Engineer-
ing and Construction, at mat-
thew.vail@ct.gov or 860-594-
3274.

An aerial rendering from the state Department of Transpor-
tation showing the soon-to-be upgraded Oyster River round-
about at Jones Hill Road and Ocean Avenue in the city’s Bay-
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Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,

Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…
& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore
Owners 

(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com
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By Josh LaBella
Voice Reporter
The City Council seemed to 

come at the charter revision 
process with a new energy last 

Wednesday in a special meet-
ing. During the session, they 
voted to approve some recom-
mendations of their own while 
shooting down others.

In the current phase of the 
process, the City Council is re-
viewing the recommendations 
made by the Charter Revision 
Commission. They will vote to 
approve or amend those rec-
ommendations and send them 
back to the commission. 

The commission will con-
duct a final review of the char-
ter and may or may not imple-
ment the council’s sugges-
tions. After that, the revised 
charter will be sent to the City 
Council for final approval. If it 
is approved by the state, a date 
will be set for a citywide refer-
endum in which the questions 
concerning the charter will be 
written up by the council. 

The first motion the council 
passed aimed to give them 
more control over the wage 

and benefit package of depart-
ment leaders. Chairman Ron 
Quagliani put forth the mo-
tion, saying the council would 
set those things before a can-
didate was selected for hiring.  

On the topic of city manag-
er, the council struggled with 
the question of whether the 
person hired for the position 
should be a city resident. Qua-
gliani originally put in a mo-
tion which would require the 
city manager, police and fire 
chiefs and superintendent to 
become a legal resident within 
one year of hiring. 

Third District Councilman 
Aaron Charney, who has been 
a vocal opponent of a residen-
cy requirement, said he did 
not want to limit the applicant 
pool for the position. 

Meanwhile, Fourth District 
Councilman Gallignano said 
he wants a qualified candidate 
but believed one who lived 
in the city would have more 
“skin in the game.” He added 
being a resident would make a 
city manager care more about 
their success. 

After some debate, Quagliani 
removed his motion. 

Another motion the council 
passed changed the language 
of the section in which the 
mayor appoints a board of 
finance. The recommended 
change stipulated that the 
mayor “may” appoint said 

board but Charney put forth a 
motion to change the language 
back to shall. The motion car-
ried unanimously. 

Other motions introduced by 
Charney did not muster the 
votes to pass. 

One of those motions looked 
to continue the status quo of 
having elections every two 
years with the Board of Edu-
cation positions being elected 
in four-year, staggered terms. 

Charney said his reasoning 
behind the motion was that 
it gave citizens the ability to 
“change course.” 

He went on to cite several 
examples where incumbent 
mayors have lost midterm 
elections. 

When that motion failed, 
Charney introduced a revised 
one which would continue the 
trend of council seats being up 
for election every two years. It 
also failed. 

The councilman said he 
wanted to form their recom-
mended changes in a bet-
ter way because many of the 
new additions of the revised 
charter proposal are intercon-
nected.

Quagliani said while he un-
derstood Charney’s point, he 
though the most effort should 
go into formulating the ques-
tions that go on the ballot op-
posed to “dissecting” the doc-
ument. 

Council tackles Charter proposals

 The West Haven Historical Society announces its plans for Sep-
tember which includes a unique “Pet Pawtraits” event. That ac-
tivity is a photo-shoot scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 14, 10 -noon 
at the Poli House 686 Savin Ave., opposite the Green.  

Professional photographer Joy Bush will take photos of family 
pets- dogs and cats- in the back yard of the Society’s house. The 
cost is $22. Dogs must be on a leash when brought to the site 
that morning.                                                                                           

On Saturday, Sept.  21 at 10, the Historical Society plans a 
Walking Tour of the Elm Street-Wood Street-Union Avenue 
neighborhoods.  This popular event called “Burgers, Brews, and 
History Too” will showcase historic homes, businesses, educa-
tion, and transportation facilities that earmarked the area in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries.

The tour will start at Elm Street near the site of the former 
Waddingham Mansion destroyed by a fire in the early 1900s.

Society plans two events
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Get Out of DMV Lines
We Make It

Easy & Quick

West Haven City Hall, 355 Main St
West Haven, CT 06516 Basement Level

CT License or ID Renewal
Lost CT License or ID Replacement
Address Change s Name Change

Verified License for Domestic Travel 

For any CT Resident
Easy Access & Ample Parking

City of West Haven

State of Connecticut’s
Only Municipal DMV Partner

Tues, Wed, Friday 9 am - 3:30 pm; Thursday 9 am - 5:30 pm

Operated by the West Haven Chamber of Commerce
In partnership with the City of West Haven & CT DMV

203-933-1500  westhavenchamber.com
Walk-In Service and Appointments available online

Friends of the West Haven Library
ANNUAL BOOK SALE

Friday, September 6th: 10AM-4PM
Saturday, September 7th: 10AM-4PM

For the last hour (3PM-4PM) fill a bag 
(which we will provide) with up to 12 books for $5

Main Library
300 Main St
West Haven

Large selection of books to choose from: 
Mysteries, Romance, Nonfiction, Children's;

Hardcover, Paperback, Large Print, CDs, DVDs, 
Audio Books.

Prices range from 50¢-$5

Questions: Call (203)937-4233

Continued from page 11
bad attitude – turn around and walk out.” 

According to Kingston, there can be a stereotype of grump old 
lunch ladies working in school cafeterias and she does not want 
to perpetuate it. She added that some students have had terrible 
mornings and if her staff adds to that it can lead to the child 
having a bad day. 

“If that were your child, how would you feel?” said Kingston.
She said people tell her she “turned the program around” in 

West Haven. She acknowledges the program was “bad” when 
she entered the position 7 years ago. 

“I remember opening the freezer and saying ‘I’m not serving 
any of this food,’” said Kingston. “I stood in the parking lot and 
called (Superintendent of Schools) Neil [Cavallaro] and said 
‘There’s not one item I want to serve in there. Can we just get 
rid of it and start off with zero inventory?’”

Kingston said Cavallaro agreed and they started fresh. She 
said when she got into her position the food services in West 
Haven had a deficit of $300,000. The director said all it took to 
turn it around was serving good food the students would like. 

“You serve good food,” said Kingston. “You watch your waste. 
You make sure that you’re not overordering and you visit the 
schools and make sure they’re doing what they need to do -- 
those types of things.” 

Kingston said waste can be a big issue in the food service in-
dustry. For her, it’ s an issue of sustainability. She said she has 
implemented sets of protocol to account for how much food is 
being used and wasted. 

She said she works with students to see what they want on the 
menu and, as long as it is within USDA guidelines, serves it to 
them. She said it also helps that her staff have a lot of passion 
for their work.

“I’m really blessed with my staff,” said Kingston. “They’re 
good people. Their hearts are in the right place. That makes my 
job so much easier.” 

Kingston: Puts
customers first



bsg BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

GB Masonry
Stone Walls * Sidewalks * Pavers

Chimneys * Brickwork * Flagstone
Stone Siding * Stucco

Fully Insured -- Quality Work!
17 years Experience

Jimmy-- 203-206-1159
gbmasonrystone@gmail.com

Houses & Decks • Deck Staining
Patios & Flag Stones • Fences

BBB Member

PRESSURE WASHING
LINDSAY'S

Cell: 203.915.6546 Insured
Call Buddy

Hamden, CT
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184 Campbell Ave 203-934-3100
West Haven, CT 06516 emmettsautoct.com

Sette Landscaping, LLC
The grass is greener on the Sette side

Joseph F. Sette  Licensed
Lawn Specialist  Insured

Residential                    Commercial

Everything Landscaping
Lawn Repair Specialists
(203) 932-1009

Tree Removal
Aurora  Tree & Landscape

Tree Removal     Tree Installation
Storm Damage Clean-up

Free Estimates               Insured
Greg Aurora

(203) 619-2301

This space is for you!
Call (203) 934-6397
for details on how

to get up and running!

The fall sports season is set to begin in both fottball 
and soccer. The West Haven Voice would like to re-
mind league publicists and coaches of the require-
ments for weekly reports. All leagues are to have one 
publicist through whom all stories come. Our rule is: 
we will edit it, headline it and print it, but we will 
not write it. 

Coaches are reminded to check with their league 
officials as to the protocol to be followed in order to 

have games published in the Voice. No individual 
games will be accepted. All games must be through 
the league’s publicist.

Deadline for copy is Tuesday at 10 a.m. unless prior 
clearance is given by the editor for a later submission. 
All copy must be in paragraph form and is subject to 
the same editing for clarity, grammar and space as 
are all other submissions.

Pictures are welcome and will be published on an 

“as need” basis. Pictures should be accompanied by 
the names of the players involved, the action in the 
photo, and the score of the game.

All games must have scores in those divisions 
where scores are kept. We understand some younger 
divisions do not keep score, but those that do should 
be reported accordingly.

For information on sports submissions, please call 
the Voice office, (203) 934-6397.

Youth sports publicists get reminder on deadlines
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?

Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,

And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience

Friendly service.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street 
parking, Use of penthouse meet-

ing room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview. 

(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 301

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing. Insured. 
Free estimates. Call (203) 506-
9384.

HELP WANTED
Part time Security Escort/

Maintenance position available 
for a large Internal Medicine 
practice in West Haven.  Re-
sponsible for escorting em-
ployees during and after close 
of business.  Also responsible 
for acting as main security 
guard for the office complex.  
Must run essential errands and 
perform maintenance duties. 
Mon – Fri; 3:00 – 6:00 pm. (oc-
casional Mon. – 7:15pm) Email 
resume to

rkasmarski@pactmd.com

SITUATIONS WANTED
Home health aide/caregiver. 
15 years’ experience. Can pro-
vide transportation to doctor’s 
stores, etc. Can do over-nights. 
Reasonable rates. Call (475) 
241-4446. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs -- Walls and ceilings, 

sheetrock, carpentry. Free es-
timates. Insured HC#0647093. 
Bill (203) 901-2136.

Play Fine Music Well.  Piano 
lessons in your home since 
1992, beginners welcome, 
reasonable rates. Details, 

Openings, References: (203) 
479-4467

 FOR RENT

Apartment to share. Large bed-
room. Wifi , bus starts route 
on corner, off -street parking, 
cleaning available. Perfect for 
college student. $120/week. 
Call Ron, (203) 907-6993.

FOR RENT

West Haven – Very nice 2 BRM 
apt., 2nd fl oor, steps to beach. 
Gas heat,W/D hook-up, off -

street parking, for one car. 
Spotless. Use of storage, ga-
rage. $1125/month plus secu-
rity. Call Melina, 475-202 6983.

FOR SALE

New top-of-line Lazy Boy 
recliner. Lift, heat, massage, 
taupe  upholstery, Clayton Mod-
el Gold Series. $3000 or best of-
fer. Call (203) 623-3792. 

Answers
to last week s

puzzles

AUGUST 29, 2019
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Letters! We get letters!
Comments made
out of context 

Mayor Rossi likes to talk 
about deficits in my office. 
But like a true CPA she only 
looks at a bottom line number 
and has not put the deficit in 
context. For anyone to say that 
deficits in the City Clerk’s of-
fice is from mismanagement is 
simply lying.

Here is the context of deficits: 
There is only one line item that 
has been over budget every 
year for the past 10 years and 
that is the account that elec-
tions are paid from.

As City Clerk, I do not have 
the power to cancel an elec-
tion.

In some years, there are 
special primaries, town elec-
tions in the spring and in the 
fall there are primaries and 

general elections. In this bud-
get year we just started, both 
the Democrats and Republi-
cans will be having primaries 
in September. In November, 
there will be a general election 
city-wide. In the spring, there 
will be a Presidential Primary.

I have consistently gone be-
fore the City Council to ask to 
properly fund the election ac-
count only to have it flat fund-
ed or even cut over the years.

My office provides all the pa-
per ballots that are put through 
the electronic voting machines 
for every district no matter if 
it’s a primary, local election, 
governor’s race or Presiden-
tial election. The total number 
of ballots necessary is decided 
with recommendations from 
the Secretary of State’s Office. 
In the last presidential election 
alone, we had to order more 

than 20,000 ballots for a city-
wide election.

My office also has to provide 
all the envelopes and paper 
materials that make up an 
absentee ballot. We provide 
all the memory cards that go 
into the electronic voting ma-
chines.

So, the next time the mayor 
mentions a deficit in my office, 
ask her for all the details and 
get the whole story not just her 
highlights.

City Clerk Debbie Collins
Candidate for Mayor

Vote Gregorio
Republican primaries have 

been non-existent for over the 
past decade in West Haven. As 
a result, the party’s exposure 
around town was virtually de-
pleted. A Republican primary 
to invigorate the base has been 

long overdue and finally the 
opportunity has presented it-
self. It is critical that registered 
Republicans in West Haven 
all show up to vote and in-
sure that they send the most 
qualified candidate to face the 
nominated Democrat in No-
vember’s general election. Mi-
chele Gregorio should be their 
choice.

I’ve known Michele for over 
a decade, she has been deeply 
involved with the Republicans 
and with city government in 
general. Her most recent role 
was Vice-Chairman on West 
Haven’s Board of Finance, 
and as a result she has an ex-
tremely deep understanding 
of the city’s complex budget 
and has identified numerous 
areas where we can imple-
ment efficiencies in the city’s 
operations and get spending 

under control. 
She understands that in order 

to move West Haven forward 
we desperately need economic 
development and has a path 
to accomplish that. To attract 
developers and investors here 
we need to get our finances 
in order, get out from under 
state oversight, and put an 
end to the political infighting 
that has given our great city 
a negative reputation among 
outsiders. In addition, her 
educational and professional 
backgrounds are unparalleled 
when compared to the other 
mayoral candidates. She holds 
bachelor’s degree from NYU 
and an extensive professional 
career in corporate finance/ac-
counting.

As a mayoral candidate, Mi-
chele will run an above the 
bar, respectful campaign that 
will insure we have a con-
structive, focused, and mean-
ingful dialogue in the general 
election with her Democratic 
opponent. She has proven 
in the past she is not afraid 
to challenge her opposition, 
as was displayed in her 2018 
campaign for the state Senate 
14th District seat. Her message 
is much more palpable to all 
voters as opposed to “Demo-
crats are bad, and everything 
is their fault.”

In 2011, the West Haven Re-
publican party had a solid 
campaign strategy which 
would have gained a few 
seats on City Council and 
other elected positions. The 
mayoral candidate at the top 
of that ticket was Steve Mul-
lins. Mr. Mullins went rogue 
towards the end of the cam-
paign with press releases that 
were negative in tone and 
made unfounded accusations 
against the sitting adminis-
tration. This caused backlash 
against the party externally 
and deep divide internally. 
The optics were lamentable 
and voter turnout and poll re-
sults showed it. As a candidate 
for the 8th district during that 
election I saw first-hand the 
damage caused. Yes, it’s true 
that Steve’s involvement with 
the city has been extensive and 
is commendable, but we need 
a candidate that is collabora-
tive, articulate, and strategic 
in their approach. Vote for Mi-
chele Gregorio

Rob Whelan

CRC revisions
need full review

While I appreciate the time 
and effort applied to the pro-
cess by the CRC it doesn’t 
necessarily mean the recom-
mendations are good ones 
– certainly not all of their rec-
ommendations. It would seem 
to me that because WH has 
found itself in a fiscal crisis 
twice in 30 years it is certainly 

See Letters, page  19



Senior Center trips

Join the West Haven Seniors on the 
following scheduled trip: Tuesday, 
Sept. 17,  Aqua Turf -  Rob Zappulla 
Celebrates the Music of Frank Sinatra 
$67 per person Rob has performed to 
sold out audiences of all ages across 
the country and headlined perfor-
mances at the Lincoln Center in NYC 
and Foxwoods Casino to name a few. 

Menu includes coffee and donuts 
upon arrival, door prizes, complimen-
tary glass of wine or beer. 

Family style luncheon: salad, penne 
bolognese, chicken florentine, baked 
scrod, vegetable, potato and dessert.  
Bus leaves Savin Rock Conference 
Center 10 a.m. Payment is due by Fri-
day, Aug. 30.

Library sale
The Friends of West Haven Library 

will hold the 16th annual Book Sale on 
Friday and Saturday Sept. 6 and 7 in 
the Connie Sacco Room of the Main Li-
brary, 300 Elm St.  Donations and Vol-
unteers are needed. Please bring your 
new and used books, DVDs and Music 

CDs to the Main Library Circulation 
Desk.  

All Donations should be in good con-
dition; no magazines, textbooks or en-
cyclopedias. 

Volunteers are needed to prepare for 
and staff the book sale.  Sign up at the 
Circulation Desk for help beginning 
Sept. 3 either from 10-noon, or l-3.   

Hillhouse ‘59
Hillhouse Class of 1959 will celebrate 

its 60th Year reunion on Saturday, Sept. 
21 at the  New Haven Country Club, 
Hamden. Luncheon is from 11:30 a.m. 
to 3:30P.M. Any question? Visit the 
website: hillhouseclassof59.com.

Coin Show
The Liberty Coin Club of West Ha-

ven, organized in1962, will host a Coin 
Show on Sunday, Aug. 18, Oct. 20, and 
Dec. 15, at the Elks Club, 265 Main 
St., from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Admission is 
free. Anyone with an interest in buy-
ing, selling or collecting coins, or with 
questions about coins, is welcome to 
att end. Expert dealers and collectors 
will be on hand.

Al-Anon group 
An Al-Anon meeting group invites 

new members to att end its meetings 
on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in the First 
Lutheran Church, 52 George St. For in-
formation, call (203) 506-1464.

Diabetes program
Dr. Dana Wade, M.D., CEO Of Moni-

tor My Health, Inc. and the CT Depart-
ment of Public Health  are offering a 
Lifestyle Change Program, weight loss, 
and healthy living coaching. No drugs 
are part of this program.

Group sessions will be conducted at 
the West Haven Senior Center, 201 No-
ble St., Room 116, every Wednesday, 
from 10:30 to 11:30 AM.

The program is a weekly interactive 
one-hour long workshop. The goal of 
the program is to help all participants 
to:  lose weight (5 to 10% of their initial 
weight); achieve at least 150 minutes of 
moderate physical activity a week; and  
reduce stress and adopt healthy eating 
habits

In order to qualify, all candidates 

must be at least 18 years old and at 
high risk for diabetes at the time of en-
rollment. To determine one’s eligibil-
ity, simple questionnaire can be com-
pleted over the phone with one of Dr. 
Wade’s staff by calling.

Those who have been diagnosed with 
prediabetes in the past or had gesta-
tional diabetes (a kind of diabetes that 
can happen during pregnancy) also 
qualify for the program.

The groups are limited in size. Call: 
(203) 717-2474, (203) 394-7311, (203) 
243-2244. Monitor My Health’s website 
is www.monitormyhealth.org.

Garden Club confab
The West Haven Garden Club will 

have its first meeting of this year on 
Monday, Sept. 9 at the Ora Mason Li-
brary, 260 Benham Hill Road, meeting 
room, 11:30 a.m.  It will be a covered 
-dish luncheon  and meeting to follow. 

Speaker will be Eileen Cassella dis-
cussing Fall Dividing of Plants. 

Newcomers are welcome to join us.
For further information call Iris at 

(203) 937-1674.
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Located directly on Long Island Sound

588 Ocean Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516

203-931-2510
www.seacrestweb.com

Luxurious
Affordable

Assisted & Memory Care

Around TownAround Town

12 pm - 2pm in the Connie Sacco Room

Thursday, August 15th, 22nd & 29th
Thursday, September 12th & 26th

International Folk Dancing!

Learn a variety of dances including line,
circle, and couple dances! No prior

experience is necessary.
Please wear comfortable clothing and
shoes, slippers or flat shoes are ideal

At the West Haven Public Library
300 Elm St

Call (203) 937-4233 ext. 3 for more information

Continued from page 18
reason to spend the time to identify 
what changes are necessary to im-
prove. That process works for cities, 
business and individuals. What has 
me scratching my head is the very 
leadership group you deride in your 
editorial is the very group the CRC 
recommendations suggest we should 
now put in charge of West Haven, 
starting with the decision of who 
should be hired as City Manager.

I’m not quite sure how the City 
Council of FY15 – FY18 got such a 
pass, while the mayor was summar-
ily shown the door! Regardless, it’s a 
bit of “Alice in Wonderland” thinking 
(upside down) to now recommend the 
leadership group (city council FY15-
FY18) responsible (along with the 
previous Mayor) should be rewarded 
by putting them in charge!?! I know 
people will think well – I thought the 
buck stops with this new City Manag-
er position – not so. It starts and stops 
with the City Council who’ll have the 
power to hire, manage and fire the 
CM. And all that’s required to secure 
the majority position on the council 

is 7 votes (of 13). In another like City 
(only like City) the City Council went 
to great lengths to fire the City Man-
ager (after having just voted him a 2% 
raise and contract extension) because 
he apparently called out their Dir of 
Fin. for using City money to pay for 
employee massages. And we thought 
we were the only City with that kind 
of drama.

In conclusion, regardless of what one 
thinks about the recommendations 
and the City Council response thus 
far – you would have to agree that you 
really want the public/voters to un-
derstand what they’re being asked to 
vote on. And whether or not the CRC 
is “ready” for it to go to a vote – I sin-
cerely don’t think the citizens of West 
Haven are. I think the only truly ap-
propriate and yes logical choice is to 
plan to have these recommendations 
go to a public referendum in April – 
when there is a special election (Presi-
dential Preference) already on the 
docket – wouldn’t you agree?

 Howie Horvath

Letters
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