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A weekly in-depth interview 

“I really didn’t know the
influence that I had on them. I 
wasn’t there to influence them. I 
was there to help them out.”

~ Bert Siclari

-- See page 11

Photos by Josh LaBella

Halloween hijinks
 Halloween on the Green brought West Haven 

residents out to the highly decorated town square 
Friday. The event -- hosted by West Haven United 
-- featured performances by Top Hat Dance Acad-
emy. There were food trucks, vendors selling 
crafts and a booth where people could paint their 
own pumpkins. Those in att endance could get 
their picture taken in the cobweb-fi lled gazebo.

Candidates make a last pitch
By Josh LaBella
Voice Reporter
Mayor Nancy Rossi says – after decades of mismanagement – the city is on the 

path for future success. 
Rossi, the Democratic incumbent running against Republican Michele Grego-

rio in next Tuesday’s election, said much has been accomplished during her first 
term. She said momentum has been made in terms of budgeting, finance, eco-
nomic development, education and quality of life.

“In less than two years we have delivered two balanced budgets, have a posi-
tive fund balance (rainy day fund) for the first time in over a decade, our bond 
rating outlook has been upgraded from ‘negative’ to ‘stable’ which is the first 
step to an overall upgrade and will save our taxpayers immediately,” Rossi said 
in an email. “My administration has cut overtime by 61% on the city side, not 
including the police department.”

The mayor said small businesses “continue to open and expand throughout the 
city.” In addition, Rossi also said economic development projects are “finally” 
moving forward under her management. 

“The Yale- New Haven Resource Center is opening soon, the Park View project 
in the heart of Allingtown is under construction and the government approvals 

See Rossi,  page 3

By Josh LaBella
Voice Reporter
Republican mayoral candidate Michele Gregorio said citizens have listened to 

the blame game long enough.
As West Haven faces its second time under state control in 30 years, Gregorio 

said “we all know” how the city got to this point. 
“Poor leadership and lack of planning coupled with many tax increases will 

not stabilize our budgets, unburden taxpayers and encourage sustainable busi-
ness and development,” said Gregorio. 

Gregorio said she has the experience needed to right the ship. She said her 
time in the private sector gave her experience managing million-dollar budgets, 
negotiating with unions, reducing wasteful spending, implementing operating 
efficiencies, teambuilding and restructuring organizations. 

The candidate claimed her repertoire of skills is “vastly” different than those of 
a public accountant – Democratic incumbent Nancy Rossi’s background – and 
more appropriate for the task at hand. 

The Republican said taking bailout money and then “claiming a surplus” is not 
promising for West Havens future. Gregorio took issue with Rossi saying there 
has been growth in the grand list. 

See Gregorio, page 3
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Weather

Public
Meetings

On this date:

The November meet-
ing schedule has not been 
released.

Partly cloudy skies 
all day.
High 61F

Sunrise: 7:23 am
Sunset: 5:47 pm
Wind: W 15-25
High Tide:
2:48 am; 3:03 pm

Friday
Nov 1

Generally sunny
High 53F

Sunrise: 7:24 am
Sunset: 5:46 pm
Wind: ESE 5-10

High Tide:
3:43 am; 3:58 pm 

Saturday
Nov 2

Sunny skies
High 53F

Sunrise: 6:25 am
Sunset: 4:45 pm
Wind: WNW 10-15
 
High Tide:
3:39 am; 3:56

Sunday
Nov 3

More sunshine.
High 53F

Sunrise: 6:26 am
Sunset: 4:44 pm
Wind: S 5-10

High Tide:
4:37 am; 4:55

Monday
Nov 4
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  1964 -- Zambian indepen-
dence. The African country 
gained independence from 
British rule with the passage of 
the Zambia Independence Act 
1964 by the UK Parliament.

1945 -- United Nations 
founded. The U.N. charter was 
ratified by the then 5 perma-
nent members and 46 member 
states.

1930 -- Coup in Brazil. Presi-
dent Washington Luís was 
deposed by the heads of the 
armed forces just 4 years after 
he came to office. The coup 
prevented President-elect 
Júlio Prestes from coming to 
power and the military junta 
instead installed Getúlio Var-
gas as the de facto President of 
the country.

1926 -- Last performance of 
Houdini. The world famous 
escape artist performed for the 
last time at the Garrick The-
ater in Detroit, Michigan.

Methodist Church, 89 Center 
St.(corner of Second and Cen-
ter), is hosting its annual Har-
vest Fair on Saturday, Nov. 2 
from 8-3. 

The fair features and all-
you-can-eat pancake breakfast 

from 8-10:30, luncheon from 
11-2, crafts, baked goods, a 
cookie walk and door prizes. 

Parking is in the rear of 
the church and is handi-
capped-accessible. 

Things to Do!

 Harper Albarado, age 4, a 
student at the West Haven 
Child Development Center, 
Inc., is predicting lots of swirl-
ing leaves, due to more rain 
and wind in the forecast.
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1601485 State Farm, Bloomington, IL

I love  
this town.

I love being here to help  
life go right™ in a community 
where people are making a 

 

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516

Bus: 203-932-0591

Thanks, West Haven.

TASTE OF WEST HAVEN
Food, Wine and Beer from West Haven’s Best Eateries

Cielo Ballroom
85 Chase Lane, West Haven

$40.00 per person 
Tickets must be purchased in advance. 
Must be 21 and over. 

Purchase Tickets: 
Online: www.westhavenrotary.org 
Email: Paul Schott, Paul.Schott@edwardjones.com

November 8, 2019
6:30 – 9:30 p.m.

West Haven
Connecticut

Continued from page 1
for “The Haven” are complete and demolition 
permits have been sought by the developer,” 
Rossi said. 

Mayor Rossi also emphasized the sale of the 
Blake, Stiles, and Thompson schools as evi-
dence of her successes. She pointed out that the 
city is no longer in charge of their upkeep and 
that they will be 100% taxable. 

Apropos maintenance and public works, 
Rossi said the city has implemented an “ag-
gressive” sidewalk repaving program in every 
district. 

She said her administration has developed a 
long-term plan for pavement and upkeep of 

roads as well as for improving the waterfront, 
parks and athletic fields.

On the education front, the mayor highlighted 
the completion of “Phase 1” of the high school 
project – noting that it was completed ahead of 
time and under budget. 

She also said the city received a state grant 
which funded the purchasing of computers for 
every student K-8. She called the access to tech-
nology critical to the future workforce. 

“I am proud to have put together a team of 
hardworking and loyal individuals that care 
about the City of West Haven,” said Rossi. 
“We take our jobs seriously and our accom-
plishments and record over that past two years 

Rossi: Stay the course

Gregorio: City needs a change of leaders
Continued from page 1

“Claiming a grand list in-
crease with 60% of this in-
crease being business taxes on 
equipment is not a robust in-
crease,” said Gregorio. “I have 
visited many, long-term estab-
lished West Haven business 
owners and they are strug-
gling to make a paycheck. The 
thought of adding to their bur-
den with a one-time correction 
to the tax rolls and claiming 
it a victory is indeed a bitter 
pill.”

Vis-à-vis her time on the 
Board of Finance, Gregorio 
said she and the other mem-
bers have presented “ideas to 
reduce spending, by imple-
menting short- and long-term 

planning, and introduce struc-
tural changes” to the city. 

“We have to address the larg-
est expense in our budget of 
payroll and benefits. We can 
do this without displacing 
personnel and by establishing 
an attrition program and iden-
tifying prospective employee 
retirements, and then evaluate 
all roles,” she said. “The two 
largest, long-term and cur-
rently unsustainable expenses 
of health insurances and pen-
sions need to be replaced with 
market-rate plans and savings 
accounts and lump-sum dis-
tribution pension opportuni-
ties. I was told that all this 
is impossible because of the 
unions. Nothing is impossible 

if the unions and management 
find the middle ground that is 
needed to accomplish achiev-
able goals.”

Speaking to the point of eco-
nomic development, Gregorio 
said the city needs businesses 
that employ residents and 
give the homeowners relief 
from taxes. She painted West 
Haven’s relationship with eco-
nomic development as a story 
of missed opportunities. 

Among other things, she 
said the city could have had a 
distribution center that ended 
up in Orange, an apprentice 
training program for trades, 
aquafarming off the coast and 
should have created an enter-
prise zone for biotech compa-

nies. Gregorio said these ideas 
and others will ensure the next 
generation stays in town and 
lift the burden off the tax base. 
According to the candidate, 
residents can no longer afford 
to “live in the past, throw up 
our hands and blame others 
and add burdens to our strug-

gling citizens and businesses.” 
She said the election is about 
the people of West Haven and 
the prospect of a renaissance.

“I don’t know everything,” 
said Gregorio, “but I will seek 
out experts and professionals 
to work for the betterment of 
West Haven.”



Dear Felicia

“The affordable home heating oil specialists” 

Serving West Haven residents since 1987.          HOD #362 Cobina

Well honey bunch, here we 
are on Halloween. Boooo!!! In 
the spirit of things, the Mys-
tick Maidens of the Marsh are 
having a little costume party 
to celebrate. Effen yew deign 
to make it this year, Royal 
High Mystick Maiden Tina 
Peckingham has asked that 
yew bring jellybeans. 

Tennyrate, things around 
here are less on dressing up 
and more on getting the vote 
out. As yew know this Tues-
day is Election Day. That 
means that the seven-week 
campaign since the primary 
in September is all but over. 
The candidates will traverse 
their districts or the city, and 
need new soles on their Thom 
McAn’s. It’s the last weekend 
and the last chance they got to 
change minds and turn heads.

It’s been a perty good cam-
paign, with none of the stuff 
we used to fill these missives 
with years ago. No signs torn 
down, no vandalism, no fisti-
cuffs. That don’t mean that the 
warring parties don’t like each 

other, it jest means they’ve 
moved elsewhere.

Foist off, the suspecks that 
used to pull off said capers 
are either gone or moved 
away. Secondly, whilst a lot 
of the mischief was Democrat-
Republican back then, it’s be-
come more Democrat-Demo-
crat. Despite what happens on 
Tuesday, there is one constant: 
the various segments of the 
Democratic Party in the berg 
will still hate each other. 

That’s even more than what 
used to happen. Messers. Bill 
Roper, Harold Allen and Fred-
die Johnson disliked each oth-
er, but they held their noses 
and woiked together. These 
people today don’t. Sooo, it’ll 
be interesting to see how Tues-
day shakes out.

We know that some Dem-
mies had approached the Gre-
gorio campaign about helping 
out, and they weren’t from the 
Rossi segment of the party as 
you might guess.

But there is another interest-
ing development in this situ-

ation. Gregorio got the nod 
with some opposition within 
the GOP. How that trans-
lates into whom some of the 
“faithful” voter for is anyone’s 
guess.

All in all it should be an in-
teresting vote.

~~~
Jest a brief pat on the back for 

all of us. Recently, the boys and 
girls of the berg had one or t’other 
benefit for a city resident. Setch 
benefits, which are outings where 
tickets are sold, some food it given 
out, and the bulk of the money 
goes to the person or persons for 
whom the benefit is for, reaps in 
lotsa kopecks.

Well, a few weeks ago, there was 
setch a benefit, and from what 
Sammy Bluejay tells me there 
were hundreds of people at the 
event. Yew couldn’t move it was 
so packed. A buddy of our es-
teemed editor happened to go the 
benefit and had nothin’ by nice 
things to say.

“You people in West Haven real-
ly do support your own,” he said. 
He couldn’t believe the number 
of people who showed up and the 
fack that so many people cared. 
In today’s world what we used to 
take for granted is something that 
is no so common anymore. 

~~~
Sammy Bluejay, meanwhile, 

was perched around the berg, 
and says that people are sur-
prised the Haven didn’t be-
come a pernt of contention be-
twixt the two mayoral candi-
dates well before this. Grego-
rio is chargin’ the mayor ain’t 

doing enuff, and that there 
was a promise of funds from 
the state. Rossi is saying, she’s 
doing all she can, and that the 
funds in question were prom-
ised by the people before her 
in the previous administra-
tion.

That seems go answer a 
query or two that people had 
about the projeck. Honey 
chile, there was something 
more here than just a DOT 
review of traffic patterns. We 
were all told that once the traf-
fic study had been done, and 
the DOT gave it’s OK, things 
would be movin’. Heck, there 
was a letter sent out to local 
businesses to that effeck. But 
nothin’ ever happened.

One thinks that there is sub-
stance to the idea that the for-
mer administration dangled 
state dollars in front of the de-
velopers, particularly after the 
person who was so gung-ho 
on the project, wen to he eter-
nal reward and was no longer 
around to advocate for it. 

As we’ve been saying, build-
ing malls is something that 
seems strange when there was 
a report jest t’other day that 20 
percent of the current malls 
will close by 2022. Something 
was holdin’ up the works.

No one envies herroner or 
her successor, whether it be 
she or someone else. This is 
gonna be a mess before it gits 
figgered out. I think whilst 
they’re saying Christmas 2021, 
effen we git it in 2022, Cobina 
would be surprised.

~~~
Whilst the recent rainstorms 

have taken down tons o’ leaves, 
and the gray leaden sky seems 
to be a daily occurrence. We are 
gettin’ toward the holiday season 
–which in some peoples’ minds 
seems to be Halloween. But there 
is already an uptick in donations 
to WHEAT, which should happen 
all year. Schools, organizations 
and others are pushing donations. 
In the last two weeks, we’ve had 
photos of two groups that have 
donated. 

It’s a difficult thing that we 
think about these situations more 
around Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas, but circling back to what we 
were saying before, WHEAT gits 
donations all year round, though 
more so in these next few weeks. 
Let’s hope that all the cans are 
collected and distributed, and in 
this new economy, those who de-
sire work will get it and be able 
to keep their families safe. Un-
til then, we support any and all 
WHEAT collections.

~~~
In matters more mundane, 

the recent OK by the City 
Council of the Charter Revi-
sion Commish’s report ain’t 
the end of worries for those 
who worked so hard on it. The 
fack that the council kind o’ 
dragged its feet, and that some 
in the leadership are mulling 
over ways to segment the pro-
posal into several questions 
has the members worried.

Nelly Nuthatch said the de-
cision by the council has not 
been a settling pernt for the 
commish. As things stand 
now, the city will have a vote 
in April. It is hoped that the 
day of the Presidential Prefer-
ence Primary will be the date. 
However, there is some con-
cern that setch a thing might 
not even be legal. Some are 
suggesting that law prohibits 
local ballots on this day. We 
shall see.

But even so, let’s say things 
do go forward on that date, 
the commish is worried there 
is too much time for naysay-
ers to deep-six the proposals 
in the court of public opin-
ion. Most people don’t pay 
attention and effen they do, 
it usually isn’t more than a 
headline or a lead paragraph. 
That means that a lotta dam-
age can be done by those who 
don’t wanna see the status quo 
changed.

The politicos they know the 
rules of the game, and don’t 
wanna change.

The next few months will 
be very pivotal effen the city 
makes any great strides to-
ward change, but there are 
already people and groups 
that are hell-bent on keeping 
things the way they are.

~~~
I’ll close this time till next, mitt 

luff und kizzez, 
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Solar panels to help fuel WHHS
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
The underway reconstruc-

tion of West Haven High 
School will now include a roof-
top solar array that will gener-
ate power for the school once 
it is installed and save the city 
more than $1 million in electri-
cal costs over 25 years, Mayor 
Nancy R. Rossi announced 
during a news conference at 
City Hall on Monday.

Rossi heralded the news by 
touting the benefits of solar 
energy and its positive im-
pact on the environment, say-
ing the roof-mounted array is 
designed to cut greenhouse 
gases and will save taxpayers 
money.

“Solar power is cutting-edge 
and is attractive to eco-mind-
ed students, teachers and 
those invested in sustainabil-
ity,” said Rossi, who opened 
the news conference to “share 
some positive news.”

“Our attractive new school 
will be even more attractive 
to our community with solar-
powered mechanicals,” Rossi 
said. “Environmentally con-
scious practices and renewable 
power create an eco-friendly 
facility that stands out from 
other high schools.

“I am pleased to say that 
West Haven High School is 
gaining a reputation for inno-
vativeness and creativity.”

Rossi was joined at the after-
noon announcement by her 
executive assistant, Lou Es-
posito; state Reps. Charles J. 
Ferraro, R-West Haven, and 
Michael A. DiMassa, D-West 
Haven; Board of Education 
Chairwoman Rosemary Russo 
and member Rosa Richardson; 
Superintendent of Schools 
Neil C. Cavallaro; Kenneth 
Carney, chairman of the West 

Haven High School Building 
Committee; and city energy 
consultant Adam Teff, general 
manager of Titan Energy of 
Rocky Hill.

Carney said the solar photo-
voltaic system will net the city 
an actual savings of $1.02 mil-
lion, or just over $40,000 per 
year, in electrical costs over 
the 25 years.

Photovoltaic is the conver-
sion of light into electricity us-
ing semiconducting materials.

The installer and owner of the 
array is Greenskies Renewable 
Energy LLC of Middletown, 
which will erect the system in 
March 2020 and maintain it at 
no cost to the city or Board of 
Education, Carney said.

Under an agreement with 
Greenskies negotiated by Ti-
tan Energy, West Haven will 
off-take the energy generated 
by the array and purchase the 
electricity it produces at the 
negotiated per-kilowatt-hour 
fixed rate of 5.9 cents over 25 
years, well below the city’s 
current rate of 11 cents, Car-
ney said.

West Haven High’s $130 mil-
lion reconstruction includes 
the newly completed addition 
that Rossi toured on Aug. 27 
after greeting students, teach-
ers, faculty and staff on the 
first day of school.

In addition to the future ar-
ray, Rossi said the school is 
being constructed with high-
efficiency boilers, LED light-
ing, an insulated envelope, 
energy-efficient windows, wa-
ter-saving fixtures, and high-
efficiency heating, ventilating 
and air conditioning equip-
ment.

“All of these energy-efficient 
components will result in a 
dramatic reduction in utility 
costs to operate the new high 

school,” Rossi said.
Designed by Antinozzi Asso-

ciates of Bridgeport to accom-
modate 1,598 students, plans 
for the reconstructed high 
school also include renovating 
the existing building. The total 
finished project has an area of 
265,959 square feet, according 
to Carney.

Carney said the completed 
school will offer a cutting-edge 
media center and advanced 
STEM classrooms and labora-
tories for science, technology, 
engineering and math, as well 
as upgraded public areas for 
the school and community. 

The fully air-conditioned 
building will have lower 
maintenance and operating 
costs and offer enhanced ac-
cess and security, he said.

Carney said the project’s con-
struction phase, also known as 
Phase III, is composed of three 
major “subphases” to allow 
the school to offer a full aca-
demic curriculum throughout 
the project.

Gilbane Building Co. of 
Glastonbury is the project’s 
construction manager, with 
Amar Shamas serving as the 
project executive. The Capitol 
Region Education Council of 
Hartford, or CREC, is oversee-
ing the construction financing.

Carney said the construction 
phase, which began in April 
2018, is expected to take about 

three years to complete, with 
a projected occupancy of new 
spaces in fall 2019 through 
2021. 

Site restoration work is ex-
pected to continue until spring 
2022, he said.

Carney confirmed the project 
is on schedule and $2 million 
under budget.

The first subphase, complet-
ed this fall, included construct-
ing the food services, building 
services, tech-ed shops, media 
center, auditorium, music and 

arts classrooms, and adminis-
trative offices.

The second subphase, now 
underway, calls for renovating 
the existing eastern three-sto-
ry building after demolishing 
the existing cafeteria and me-
dia center.

The third subphase includes 
demolishing the existing audi-
torium and music spaces, ren-
ovating the northern wing of 
academic spaces, and demol-
ishing the existing gym and 
southern academic building.

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Mayor Nancy R. Rossi on Monday announces a rooftop 
solar array for the underway reconstruction of West Haven 
High School that will generate power for the school once it 
is installed and save the city more than $1 million in electri-
cal costs over 25 years. Joining Rossi for the City Hall news 
conference are West Haven High School Building Committ ee 
Chairman Kenneth Carney, center, and city energy consultant 
Adam Teff , general manager of Titan Energy of Rocky Hill. 

Revaluation underway 

for city homeowners
West Haven has hired the appraisal company Vision Govern-

ment Solutions Inc. of Hudson, Massachusetts, to perform the 
city’s state-mandated 2020 revaluation.

Data mailers are being sent to residential property owners to 
verify property information. It is essential that all data mailers 
are returned.

In the coming year, Vision data collectors will verify informa-
tion on file with the city assessor’s office and visit properties 
recently sold, with open building permits or with known physi-
cal changes.

All data collectors will be wearing an ID badge, and their vehi-
cles will be registered with the West Haven Police Department.

Homeowners are encouraged to ask for identification before 
letting anyone into their homes. Those questioning the identity 
of a data collector can call the Police Department’s nonemergen-
cy line at (203) 937-3900 or the assessor’s office at (203) 937-3515 
for further confirmation.

For more information on the revaluation process, call the as-
sessor’s office at (203)  937-3515.

Voice Classifieds
(203) 934-6397
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By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
The Ukraine story hasn’t 

been good for President Don-
ald Trump, and there’s only 
one way out -- to get im-
peached, and the sooner, the 
better. 

Trump obviously hates the 
idea of being impeached. He 
thinks it’s unfair, and is raging 
against the process with every 
political and legal argument 
his team can muster and every 
insult and countercharge he 
can make on Twitter. But he 
doesn’t have any choice in the 
matter. 

Impeachment is baked in 
the cake. There’s no way that 
Democrats, having opened 
an impeachment inquiry (al-
though without a vote), can 
pull up short now. How could 
they, after touting revelation 
after revelation, including a 
supposed “confession” by 
Trump’s chief of staff? 

As impeachment rumbles 
on, it puts every Trump lapse 
(Syria, Doral, etc.) in starker 
relief and places it in the con-
text of the question of whether 
he should be impeached and 
removed.

Meanwhile, if support for 
impeachment is about 50 per-
cent or a little higher, there’s 
every reason for Democrats 
to stretch it out. The current 
process suits their purposes 

nicely. They interview officials 
in private and then leak the 
most damaging parts. There’s 
no danger of public hearings 
bouncing the wrong way ... 
because there are no public 
hearings. 

The impeachment inquiry 
also has the advantage of 
giving the Democratic base 
what it wants, and creating a 
strong sense of action against 
Trump. When Republicans 
took the House in the middle 
of Barack Obama’s first term, 
they had trouble controlling 
the expectations of their own 
base, which wanted immedi-
ate results when the GOP had 
limited power. Impeachment 
allows Democrats to forestall 
such a feeling among their 
own voters, even though they, 
too, aren’t getting anything 
substantive done. 

This suggests that, as of this 
moment, House Speaker Nan-
cy Pelosi looks to have judged 
the politics of impeachment 
shrewdly, holding off when 
it still seemed politically pre-
mature and striking when the 
prospect of moving the needle 
of public opinion presented 
itself. 

Given how impeachment is 
playing, she should welcome 
the White House embracing 
the normal strategy in these 
fights of attempting to frus-
trate and delay the inquiry. 

Not only is this standard ap-
proach not fully working -- 
former and current officials 
are talking to House investiga-
tors regardless -- at the mar-
gins it lengthens an inquiry 
that’s working for the Demo-
crats. 

All that said, it’s always pos-
sible the public will tire of the 
probe, especially if it reaches 
past the first month or two of 
an election year. 

What can Trump do about 
any of this? Absent a mea 
culpa and promise of full 
transparency, which aren’t in 
the cards for temperamental 
reasons if nothing else, Trump 
can’t change the dynamic or 
the timing. But he should be 
secretly rooting for the rapid 
arrival of Impeachment Day 
(and the near-inevitable ac-
quittal in the Senate). 

It will be one of the biggest 
stories of the Trump presi-
dency. Then, like everything 
else, it will grow old very fast. 
Impeachment won’t be for-
gotten, but it will fade into 
part of the tapestry of endless 
Trump controversies and out-
rages, from Charlottesville to 
his Helsinki press conference 
with Vladimir Putin. 

Democrats will believe they 
struck a decisive blow against 
Trump, when they really may 
have helped him turn the 
page. 

Tuesday’s election is
historic in many ways
Tuesday is Election Day throughout the State of 

Connecticut. Here in West Haven, we have the odd-
year decision of whom will sit in the third-floor desk 
in City Hall for the next term. In many ways it is an 
historic election. 
For the record, incumbent Mayor Nancy Rossi is 

challenged by Republican candidate Michele Grego-
rio for the top spot. The usual under-ticket of coun-
cil seats, some Board of Education spots, and other 
administrative positions are on the ballot as well.  As 
we said, this is an historic election:
~~ For those who care about such trivial things, 

this is the first time two women are vying for the 
mayoralty. We think it silly to bring these matters 
up, but some people see it as important;
~~ It is the first election taking place following the 

empaneling of the Municipal Accountability Review 
Board (MARB). The committee was put together in 
the waning days of the O’Brien administration due 
to the decision to bond to pay off the city’s recurring 
$16 million deficit;
~~ It is the first to take place under the five-year 

plan instituted at the dir4ection of the MARB, which 
mandates incremental tax increases over the term of 
the plan up to 40 mills. Tax increases are usually a 
hot-button issue, but the mandate might mute the 
usual anger, or might exacerbate it;
~~ This may be the last election taking place un-

der the current city charter. The current charter was 
instituted for the most part when the city was in-
corporated, and changed from a Selectman form of 
government to a Mayor-Council form. Under the re-
cently approved charter revisions that will go before 
the voters in 2020, the council will again become the 
paramount legislative body, with the mayor reduced 
to a member of the council. Additionally, the day-to-
day responsibilities of running the city will fall on a 
city manager, a paid professional.
Aside from the possible historic nature of the elec-

tion, we have seen the city’s Republican Party put up 
a dogged fight for the first time in quite a while. Two 
years ago, the GOP ran a fine campaign in the heav-
ily Democratic city, but this time the minority party 
upped its game. We shall see if anything transpires. 
Having a vibrant two-party system is necessary to 
maintain political equilibrium. 
As far as the two candidates, Mayor Rossi has run 

a campaign that can best be described as “Stay the 
Course.” Working with MARB, she believes that her 
implementation of budget cuts and the five-year plan 
have put the city on the right path toward future 
solvency. 
Michele Gregorio has run her campaign focusing on 

what she believes are mistakes made by the Rossi 
administration and paths that should be taken by 
the city toward future prosperity. If Rossi’s mantra 
is “Stay the Course,” Gregorio’s is “It’s Time for a 
Change of Direction.”
The voters of West Haven will decide beginning at 6 

a.m. on Tuesday.  
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By Eleanore TurkingtonBy Eleanore Turkington

Gripe Vine Readers:
Last week’s Gripe Vine pro-

vided my readers with a list of 
unanswered gripes that had 
been sent to West Haven’s 
Councilmen and Council-
women. It is very important 
that your concerns are ad-
dressed by the individuals 
representing you in your dis-
trict.  Following several at-
tempts to obtain information 
from these councilmen and 
women, I will publish either 
their responses to my readers 
or their lack of communication 
to Gripe Vine readers.

A reader wrote and com-
plained that Andrews Street 
becomes a parking lot and 
dumping grounds, referring 
to UNH students’ cars when 
school is in session.  There 
are cars parked both sides of 
the street and some leave cars 
parked for weeks at a time.  
Residents want NO UNH 
PARKING signs put up like 
surrounding streets display.

I referred this complaint to 
Councilman Peter Massaro.  
He replied, “I will call UNH 
about this.”

Readers have complained 
of a Stop Sign removed at 
Seaview and Ocean Avenue.  I 
have tried to reach Rep. Dorin-
da Borer, for assistance, on this 
issue.  Both email addresses 
were returned.  Representa-
tive Borer, please investigate 
this issue. My email address is 
gripevine4wh@ao.com.  There 
are a number of residents in 
this area who feel this stop 
sign replacement is very im-
portant. Evidently it has been 
missing for some time. 

Another  reader has writ-
ten, “There is an abandoned 
Edible Fruit Truck across the 
street on the corner of Fairfax 
and U.S. 1 with no plates.  Can 
you help on this?

AT Resident
Dear AT Resident:
Councilman Peter Massaro 
submitted this reply to your 
gripe, “The vehicle belongs 
to the business at the corner 
of Fairfax and US#1 and it is 
on private property. You are 
allowed to have one unregis-
tered vehicle on the property.  
To my knowledge the truck is 
for sale.”
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

The intersection at Enright 
and Rangely Streets is a 
SCHOOL BUS STOP..  Does 
the West Haven Police Depart-
ment plan to enforce the stop 
sign on Rangely Street going 
down the hill until a kid is 
killed?    

HELP Concerned Parent
Dear Concerned Parent:

Councilman Peter Massaro 
was notified of this concern.  
His reply, “The Police Depart-
ment was already informed 
about this months ago.  When 

a police car is present, no one 
goes through the Stop Sign.”
Gripe Vine Readers, the an-
swer to this hazardous situa-
tion is simple; why not place 
police cars at this Stop Sign 
area when school buses are 
expected to arrive or depart? 
Soon enough, careless motor-
ists will realize their actions 
are being observed.  Con-
cerned Parent, please let Gripe 

Vine know if conditions im-
prove.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

People are making excessive 
noise on Cherry Street waking 
me up and It makes me want 
to move away. I have to turn 
my tv up extremely loud.  If 
it’s power tools, etc. I don’t 
care. The noise is excessive.

GD Quiet Please
Dear GD Quiet Please:

Councilman Peter Massaro 
replied to this gripe with, “I 
don’t know what they are talk-
ing about. 

Cherry Street has three 
houses on it and there is no 
construction going on there.  I 
also told you to check if they 
have the right district .  In West 
Shore there is a Cherry Lane.”

Councilman Massaro, I re-
checked, and it is Cherry 
Street. 

 I haven’t heard further from 
this reader. I will keep you 
posted if I do.

Dear Councilman Ruick-
holdt:

At the beginning of this 
month, Gripe Vine posed a 
request to you to look into a 
missing light at Platt Avenue. 
To date, there hasn’t been a re-
sponse to this reader’s inquiry.  
Have you discovered why the 
light is not operating?

Coming up…postage stamp 
fees questioned….litter at Exit 
42 and Meloy Road…broken 
picnic bench at the Grove…
Beach Street empty lot…Ap-
ple Festival…Plainfield Av-
enue  and Allingtown Drive  
trash complaint…cars not 
stopping at Fenwick and Yates 
Street and much more.

You can send your gripes, 
comments and suggestions 
to gripevine4wh@aol.com or 
write to me at Gripe Vine c/o 
West Haven Voice, 666 Sav-
in Ave. Please include your 
name, address and phone 
number.

ELEANORE TURKINGTON
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Historian’s corner                                   Historian’s corner                                   By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

Four Centuries
of West Haven Green

Part Four
This is the fourth in a series that 

will touch on the 400-plus year 
history of West Haven’s Green.

 Today there are summer 
concerts and fall fairs on the 
West Haven Green. 

Two hundred years ago, 
there was the meetinghouse. A 
symbol of West Haven’s arriv-
al as a community, the meet-
inghouse stood approximately 
where the First Congregation-

al Church now stands. Only 
the original building served 
as a multi-purpose center: 
church, lecture hall, and so-
cial setting where families met 
each Sunday to share the news 
and teens flirted. 

Every other a month, all able-
bodied men ages 16–60 were 
expected to show up on the 
Green with a working mus-
ket, sword, powder, and shot. 
Anyone found deficient was 
fined, as in the case of three 
West Haveners. 

What might seem humorous 
today was a life-and-death is-
sue in early West Haven. By 
1760, West Haveners had suf-
fered through five colonial 
wars. So being in a state of per-
petual readiness became a way 
of life. 

It also would eventually col-
lide with Great Britian’s be-
liefs that the American militia 
was nothing more than a mot-
ley crew of ill-trained farmers. 
That kind of imperial thinking 
was bound to cause trouble 

down the road.
Still, militia training days 

on the West Haven Green 
became a mix of muster and 
frivolity. From military drills 
and cudgel contests to broad 
jumping, turkey shoots, and 
games for everyone, these 
training days took on a festival 
atmosphere.

 But not everyone was happy. 
After losing its first two 
ministers to Episcopacy, West 
Haven’s First Congregational 
Church soon had a rival 
neighbor. 

In 1740, a number of West 
Haven Anglican families 
donated land adjacent to the 
Green. 

By 1742, an Episcopal chapel 
and graveyard now stood 
in the very shadows of the 
Congregational meetinghouse. 
Making matters even worse, 
a succession of foreign-
trained Episcopal clergymen 
at the new church made 
more enemies than converts 
among Anglicans and 
Congregationalists alike. They 
may have had their religious 
differences, but West Haven-
ers sadly shared a deep bias 
against outsiders.

 Not until 1767 when the 
Rev. Bela Hubbard, a Guilford 
native, assumed the pulpit did 
Christ Church finally find its 
spiritual anchor. 

It came not a moment too 
soon. A number of its West Ha-
veners were already holding 
protests on the Green against 
the British, and some openly 

spoke of a revolution that 
would rid the troubled village 
of both King and his dreaded 
Episcopal church. 

(To be continued.)  
~~~ 

Peter J. Malia is the author of 
Visible Saints, West Haven, Con-
necticut, 1648- 1798, available 
at www.connecticutpress.com, 
Barnes and Noble.com, ebay. com, 
and Amazon.com.

Dan Shine is a columnist for 
the West Haven Voice, and 
former historian of the First 
Congregational Church.

First Congregational Church is the ceterpiece of the Green, which served as common ground 
for the first settlers, and then residents of West Farms.

Letters, we get letters!
Cohen makes case

The incumbent 10th Dis-
trict councilwoman, Louise 
Martone, has been promot-
ing herself as “For the Peo-
ple.” Sounds great, but the 
facts prove otherwise. Dur-
ing the public comment ses-
sion at a city council meeting, 
Ms. Martone emphatically 
stated on video that she 
would not work with the 
“current administration” 
--- Democrat Mayor 
Nancy Rossi. If she refuses 
to govern alongside her own 
party, do we really think 
she’s going to constructively 
collaborate with Republican 
Michele Gregorio, or for 
that matter a number of new 
councilpersons that will be 
elected on November 5th? 

I will work with any adminis-
tration from any party to serve 
the best interests of West Hav-
en. If I’m blessed to be elected 
the next 10th District Council-
man, I’ll be focused on fiscal 
responsibility, establishing a 
true economic development 
plan to maintain and grow 
business, as well as eliminat-
ing blight and improving our 

infrastructure. We don’t have 
to like everyone, but we do 
need to work with each other 
to move West Haven forward.  

Furthermore, I refuse to be 
a “one and done” politician 
who visits during elections 
and then vanishes. If blessed 
to be elected, I’ll be acces-
sible, forthright, and respon-
sive to my constituents. I’ll be 
a strong advocate for senior 
citizens, veterans, animals and 
the less fortunate. I may not 
always be successful in deliv-
ering the desired results, but 
you can be absolutely certain I 
will work tirelessly to improve 
our quality of life that will al-
low families to thrive! 

I could care less if you have 
an R, D, I or a U next to your 
name. As a business owner 
and previously a global direc-
tor for a $1 billion advanced 
technologies company, I un-
derstand the unique challeng-
es faced by both local and For-
tune 100 companies. A lifelong 
resident of West Haven with 
over three decades of public 
and non-profit service, I know 
we can and must do better to 
return West Haven to a city 
that attracts and maintains 

businesses. We must increase 
revenues to decrease the un-
precedented burden currently 
imposed on every property 
owner and taxpayer in our 
city.  

Being a councilman is more 
than a title. It’s a responsibility 
that I’ll take seriously on elec-
tion day and every day.  On 
Tuesday, Nov. 5, I respectfully 
ask every 10th District neigh-
bor to vote 12B.

Barry Lee Cohen
Republican Candidate, 10th 

District 

Haven is an issue
I am happy to see that at 

least one mayoral candidate, 
Michele Gregorio, has brought 
up the Haven as an issue for 
what it is: a rat infested, crime-
ridden eyesore which should 
be paying daily blight fines 
despite what the city attorney 
says. 

This project has been a scam 
since day  one. The developers 
have used excuse after excuse 
to delay it from “holdout” 
owners to Bayshore park to 
the Elm street state money and 
on and on. Now they want a 
special tax district!! Why do I 

think this is scam?  Just follow 
the money.

First, it is coming from Vegas 
which should have been a red 
flag from day one. Vegas is 
not exactly known for its high 
standards. Next the $30 mil-
lion invested so far. If the de-
velopers had had to declare it 
as a profit on their books they 
would have paid roughly $10 
million in taxes. $10 million 
saved! 

Secondly, they are pay-
ing about $2 million in taxes 
which are an expense to them. 
$800,000 saved! I really be-
lieve these developers have 
“dumped” their money here 
until something better comes 
along. Them they will sell it at 
a loss (another tax write off) 
because the project is no lon-
ger “feasible”. It hasn’t been 
since day one! 

Marty Northam

Centralized , which try to en-
gineer economic development, 
not only waste the money of 
us taxpayers who fund them, 
but they are also shams. This 
was no more evident than dur-
ing the Oct. 8 meeting of Plan-

ning and Zoning Commission, 
where the fate of the expan-
sion of the Seacrest retirement 
home was deliberated. 

At the core of the debate is 
the West Haven Plan of Con-
servation and Development. 
The owners and attorneys who 
spoke on behalf of Seacrest in 
prior meetings argued that 
the expansion was compliant 
with the Plan of Conservation 
and Development (POCD). On 
the other side, the neighbors -- 
and ultimately the Planning 
and Zoning Commission it-
self -- argued that the expan-
sion was not in compliance 
with the POCD. Which leads 
to this point: Compliance with 
the plan or lack thereof, is es-
sentially a subjective decision, 
which means that the Plan of 
Conservation and Develop-
ment-and all other plans like 
it-are shams.

Another example is provid-
ed by one of the worst cen-
tralized plans in Connecticut 
history:  The Haven South 
Municipal Development Plan, 
which created “The Haven.” 
Written at taxpayer expense 
under the “old” Plan of Con-

See Lettters, page 20
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By Michele Gregorio
GOP Candidate for Mayor
West Haven is a city of missed oppor-

tunities. 
I was appointed to the Board of Fi-

nance three administrations ago and 
I was happy to contribute to the city, 
sharing my many years of financial ex-
perience managing budgets of millions 
of dollars, negotiating union contracts, 
implementing efficiencies, building 
teams and restructuring.   Yet, many of 
the ideas presented by the Board were 
shunned, not discussed or clearly ig-
nored.

It was a little over 20 years ago that 
the State of Connecticut took over the 
city finances and here they are again.  
Saying that West Haven suddenly has 
a surplus is simply not being honest 
with the people of West Haven when 
the source of that money is a $6 million 
state handout.  

Any imagined surplus has nothing to 
do with any structural changes to city 
government or real cuts in spending.  
In fact, since the mayor took office, 

spending has increased by $3.2 mil-
lion.  Of that increase only $400 thou-
sand went to education, the rest is city 
side spending. So much for structural 
change that decreases the cost of gov-
ernment!  And the current solution on 
the table is to increase our taxes over 

the next five years.   That is not the so-
lution.  

A Gregorio administration will elimi-
nate duplication of services, while 
outsourcing areas where savings are 
attainable.  

There will be an attrition analysis to 
identify opportunities for right-sizing 
or re-allocating manning.  

There will also be a benefits analysis 
in the areas of pensions and insurance.  
We must address the largest expenses 
in our budget that have the highest im-
pact on the taxpayers in order to prop-
erly align the city for the future.

Responsible budgeting complements 
economic development.  Under a Gre-
gorio administration, the city will be 
able to attract businesses along with a 
city-wide plan that maintains our char-
acter and history.  

Businesses like high tech manufactur-
ing, distribution centers, bio-tech labs, 
start-up companies, aqua farming and 
continuum care facilities will not only 
add to our tax base, but employ our 
citizens.  The current mayor has taken 

credit for businesses that were here be-
fore her tenure, restaurants that have 
opened or expanded, and the sale of 
three schools for housing, while claim-
ing these things as economic develop-
ment.  West Haven is saturated with 
multi-family housing.   

Our unemployment rate is one of the 
highest in the region.   My plan will 
provide jobs and taxpayers relief while 
establishing a sustainable business en-
vironment for many years to come.

Addressing blight of all forms, 
whether residential or commercial, 
will be a top priority.  

For the safety of our citizens, we need 
more bicycle patrols, foot patrols and 
the re-opening of sub-stations.

It would be my honor to serve as your 
mayor and to use all my skills and ex-
perience to operate an efficient gov-
ernment, get spending under control, 
bring robust economic development to 
the city, clean up our parks, sidewalks 
and streets, and bring back 

West Haven traditions so that all our 
citizens can flourish in our great city.

Gregorio: City has missed opportunities

By Nancy R. Rossi
Mayor of West Haven
The Republican mayoral candidate, 

Michelle Gregorio, continues to dis-
tort the facts and confuse the numbers 
regarding West Haven’s improving fi-
nancial condition.

As a long-time member of the Board 
of Finance, Ms. Gregorio should recall 
that in 2017, West Haven had run five 
consecutive budget shortfalls and was 
strapped by an $18 million cumulative 
deficit. Days before I took office, the 
previous administration issued defi-
cit bonds which put the city under the 
oversight of the Municipal Account-
ability Review Board (MARB). Ms. 
Gregorio served on the Board of Fi-
nance during this time and supported 
several of the budgets and refinancing 
proposals that nearly bankrupted the 
city.

My administration has worked hard 
over the past two years to stabilize the 
financial condition of the city and to 
move stalled economic development 
projects forward, resulting in an in-
crease in the grand list and more jobs 
in our city. 

As an outcome of our efforts, Moody’s 
has upgraded the city’s bond rating 
outlook from “negative” to “stable” 
which will save taxpayers money.

Yes, the City of West Haven has re-
ceived state restructuring grants due to 
the poor budgeting and decision mak-
ing of past administrations. 

My administration has now deliv-

ered two balanced budgets, and West 
Haven has a positive fund balance 
(rainy day fund) for the first time in 
over a decade. 

The grand list increased by $30 mil-
lion in 2018 with continued increases 
expected.

Ms. Gregorio stated in a social me-
dia post “Taxes collected on the $30m 
grand list increase represents almost 
$800k. 

The positive fund balance represents 
$2.1m. Looks like all this money got 
spent!” Wrong again. 

The City of West Haven has a posi-
tive fund balance – these funds are sit-
ting in the city’s rainy day (savings) 
account.

Ms. Gregorio, who continues to serve 
as a member of the Board of Finance, 
(an advisory board to the mayor), 
claimed that the board’s suggestions 
for budget changes were ignored. This 
is simply not true. 

Two suggestions on health care and 
fire consolidation studies are already 
in progress. 

The city will realize millions of dol-
lars in savings when a new health care 
plan is implemented. 

Ms. Gregorio stated that the city 
should have the Board of Education 
budget remain flat or decrease. Ms. 
Gregorio also wanted the Board of 
Education to explore eliminating the 
Alliance District, which would elimi-
nate approximately $6 million  of state 
funding. 

Does she realize the magnitude of a 
tax increase that would be required if 
she gave back $6 million of state fund-
ing? 

This proposal would certainly not be 
in the best interest of our West Haven 
students, teachers, residents and tax-
payers.

Several of the actions Ms. Gregorio 
wanted immediately were unrealistic. 
Her proposals would require exten-
sive negotiations with our city unions 
through the collective bargaining pro-
cess. 

For example, Ms. Gregorio wanted 
the elimination or reduction on col-
lectively bargained agreements of lon-
gevity, sick and vacation time, 401K 

matching contributions and spousal 
benefits for all employees. 

These benefits were negotiated in 
good faith and would require collec-
tive bargaining to change. 

Has she forgotten that these unions 
have stepped forward and have sacri-
ficed multi-year raises and have taken 
furlough days to help balance our bud-
get? I appreciate the time and effort 
and all the suggestions that the Board 
of Finance put forward, but there are 
laws and procedures that need to be 
followed.

Ms. Gregorio also stated that overall 
spending has increased which is false 
and misleading. My administration’s 
first budget brought line items into 
line with the current expenditures; this 
included healthcare which had been 
severely underfunded. In fiscal year 
2020, the budget is approximately $1 
million less than fiscal 2019; budget ex-
penditures have been reduced through 
staff attrition and tough program bud-
get cuts.

As her social media post states, Ms. 
Gregorio “wants to do the math to-
gether”—but she first needs to start 
with the facts and actual budget num-
bers.

West Haven is making structural 
changes and is on the right path for-
ward. 

I look forward to working with all 
our city stakeholders to continue the 
progress we have made to ensure our 
city’s future success!

Rossi: Opponent misrepresents facts

City offers fuel relief
The city is accepting applications for the fed-

erally financed Connecticut Energy Assistance 
Program in the Department of Human Re-
sources on the second floor of City Hall, 355 
Main St. Appointments for all heating sources 
can be madeby calling (203)  937-3572.

Applications will be processed by appoint-
ment Mondays through Thursdays. 

No walk-ins will be accepted.
Applicants who have difficulty speaking Eng-

lish are asked to bring a translator.

Eligibility for assistance is based on the in-
come and assets of an applicant’s household. 

To qualify, applicants must provide pay stubs, 
including monthly Social Security benefits and 
pension checks, for the last four weeks for all 
household members 18 and older. 

Applicants must also provide documentation 
of assets — recent bank account statements for 
all accounts for all household members — along 
with a current utility bill, Social Security num-
bers and birthdates for all household members.

Boot Program resumes 
City residents who are delinquent on their taxes are urged 

to pay their overdue taxes as soon as possible. The “boot” 
program resumed on Sept. 16, and those who are delin-
quent on their motor vehicle taxes risk their vehicles being 
immobilized with a wheel-locking boot. A vehicle-mounted 
ID system that is part of the boot program uses an infrared 
license plate scanner to target tax scofflaws. Vehicles are re-
leased of the boot once their owners pay all delinquent taxes 
and the boot fee.Taxpayers can check if they owe any back 
taxes and pay online by going to www.cityofwesthaven.
com and clicking on Tax Collector under the Government 
heading. They can also pay in City Hall, 355 Main St.
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By Josh LaBella
Voice Reporter
Bert Siclari used the princi-

ples he learned on the football 
field to help students succeed.

Siclari, who was born and 
raised in West Haven, said 
he grew up playing whatever 
sport was in season with kids 
from the Savin Rock neighbor-
hood. He added that he en-
joyed being a “beach bum” in 
the summer. 

The Westie soon found foot-
ball to be his passion. A de-
fensive end, he played in high 
school, culminating with an 
undefeated season in his se-
nior year. 

“We ended up being ranked 
number-one in the state of 
Connecticut,” said Siclari. 
“We ended up being ranked 
number one New England. 
We ended up being ranked 
number five in the nation. The 
thing I like to hang my hat on, 
is that none of the players ever 
bragged about it.”

After high school, Siclari 
went to Milford Academy – a 
preparatory school – where he 
continued to play the sport. 
Eventually, he went to play at 
Idaho State University, getting 
a full scholarship. He said he 
was “undersized” compared 
to other players out west.

“I was probably 245 at the 
time,” said Siclari. “I was 
small. I got pounded.”

Siclari described his time 
at the university as a series 
of beatings. He said it was a 
big change from what he was 
used to in Connecticut. In 
hindsight, he said he should 
have played for a local college 
or university. 

He played at Idaho for two 
and half years and then trans-
ferred to the University of 
Bridgeport. Siclari said he 
played better at the school. 
He graduated with a degree 
in physical education, which 
sent him off on a career in 
molding the minds of stu-
dents. 

“From there, I started my 
master’s in physical educa-
tion, where I specialized in 
physical education for the 
handicapped,” said Siclari. 
“I finished my degree in two 
and half years. Then I got my 
sixth-year degree in adminis-
tration and supervision.”

Siclari said during all those 
years he spent any time he 
could helping out coaches on 
the football field. This was Si-
clari’s start in what came to be 
a 33-year time as a coach. He 
said he enjoyed working with 
the players. 

While coaching, Siclari also 
worked construction and as 
a substitute teacher. He was 
then asked by the Board of 
Education to apply for a job as 
the director of an alternative 
education program. 

“They wanted to set up a pro-
gram to save kids who were 
smart but were failing,” said 
Siclari. “They didn’t give me 
any direction – that was it.”

The coach and teacher said 
he did not even have a room 
when they hired him – he 
worked out of the football 
room in the high school. He 
said the teachers sent him 27 
of the toughest students in the 
school. Over time, he devel-
oped a screening process for 
student admittance as well as 
an education curriculum. He 
said the program grew over 
the years. 

The program was on a vol-
unteer basis; no student was 
forced into it. He said he was 
strict, involving parents if 
anyone stepped out of line, 
was late or cut class. Siclari 
said the role combined the 
jobs of a teacher and guidance 

counselor. 
He ran this program for 18 

years while also coaching foot-
ball. Siclari said he is still ap-
proached by former students 
who tell him he impacted their 
lives for the better. 

“As I get older, and I’m 
bumping into these guys, 

whether students or football 
players, it’s true,” said Siclari. 
“I really didn’t know the in-
fluence that I had on them. I 
wasn’t there to influence them. 
I was there to help them out. 
It’s heavy duty. You appreci-
ate it later on in life, because it 
makes you realize how fulfill-

ing your life is.”
Siclari said he did not know 

at the time, but he had found 
his purpose. The program was 
evaluated by the state as be-
ing 83% effective. He said he 
always enjoyed working with 
teenagers, adding that he al

See Siclari, page 14

BERT SICLARI

His passion fed Siclari’s career
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LEADERSHIP · INTEGRITY · COLLABORATIONEADERSHIP NTEGRITYY OLLABORATIONLL
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ways related to the students who “had 
a lot of problems.” He said there are a 
lot of kids who still hold a special place 
in his heart. 

When the city went bankrupt, the 
program was closed. He ended up 
working as a physical education teach-
er at Bailey Middle School. He said it 
was “a lot” different than his time at 
the high school. 

“I rolled up my sleeves and went to 

work,” said Siclari. “I applied football 
to whatever it was I was teaching in 
class. Hard work, perseverance, prepa-
ration and organization.”

Coach Siclari did that for six years 
and then got charged with running 
the in-school suspension program. He 
said he went in their and laid down the 
rules. He said football players would 
come in and watch game film and that 
having them their helped keep the oth-
er students in line. 

Siclari retired from teaching at 60 
years old. He worked in West Haven 
for nearly 35 years.

Regarding coaching, Siclari said he 
coached under Tom Hunt for 13 years 
and under Ed McCarthy for 20. He 
said one of his favorite activities was to 
go scout other teams. This, he said, was 
before schools exchanged game film. 

Siclari said his wife Darcy, a former 
New Haven police officer, and his 
daughter Shannon, a sophomore in 

college, are the loves of his life. When 
he started his family, he said he began 
to realize it was time to retire from 
coaching. 

“I told Eddy [McCarthy] after the 
Shelton game in 2002,” said Siclari. “It 
was the second game of the season. We 
beat them and I told Eddy, ‘Eddy, this 
is it for me – at the end of the season 
I’m all done.’ We ended up going un-
defeated. It was a great, great way to 
go out.”

Siclari: Football’s lessons aided his career

Notre Dame honors Merit Scholars
Five members of the Class 

of 2020 have been cited by 
the National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation. Michael 
Consorte of West Haven was 
named a National Merit Schol-
arship semi-finalist, while 
Amit Chandra of West Haven, 
Matthew Consorte, Jordan 
House of Ansonia, and Jake 
Miller of Beacon Falls received 
A Letter of Commendation 
from Notre Dame and NMSC.

About 1.5 million juniors 
from more than 21,000 high 
schools were entered into the 
2020 National Merit Scholar-
ship Program after taking the 
2018 Preliminary SAT/Nation-
al Merit Scholarship Qualify-
ing Test (PSAT/NMSQT®). 

As a National Merit Schol-
arship Semi-Finalist, Michael 
Consorte represents less than 
1 percent of U.S. high school 

seniors. During his tenure at 
ND, Michael has participated 
in Team ND and in GoGreen-
Knights.com video produc-
tion team. He also plays on the 
varsity football team, tutors 
in the writing center, serves 
on the Leadership Team for 
ND’s service organization 
called Brothers Reaching Oth-
ers, and plays intramurals.  To 
date, Michael was recognized 
as a 2019 Governor’s Scholar 
Semifinalist, earned the Yale 
Book Award, the Notre Dame 
Freshman Spanish Award, 
and the Notre Dame Sopho-
more English Award.

Chandra, Matthew Consorte, 
House, and Miller are among 
the 34,000 commended stu-
dents throughout the nation 
that are being recognized for 
their exceptional academic 
promise; these Commended 

Students placed among the 
top 50,000 scorers of more 
than 1.5 million students.

“We are extremely proud of 
these young men and hope-
ful that this recognition will 

broaden their educational op-
portunities and encourage 
them as they continue to pur-
sue academic success,” said 
Notre Dame President Robert 
F. Curis. “They have achieved 

an excellent result on this dif-
ficult standardized test, more-
over we are so proud of their 
fine qualities as young men 
of character, compassion, and 
confidence.”

Photo courtesy of NDWH

Five Notre Dame students were named to National Merit Scholar award lists. Shown congrat-
ulating them are: Robert Curis, President of the school; Dominick Mastriano, counselor; Mat-
thew Consorte; Michael Consorte; Amit Chandra; Jordan House; Jake Miller; Joseph Ramirez, 
VP for Student Success; Jennifer Johnson, counselor.
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Cross-Country -- Ohm Patel  
ran 22nd overall to pace the 
Green Knights cross country 
team to a 9th-place showing at 
the Class MM Championship 
Meet on Saturday at Wick-
ham Park in Manchester. Pa-
tel teamed with Jacob Carson, 
Oliver Shannon, Devin Rodri-
guez, Gabe Quinn, Kevin Se-
vigny, and Evan Rodriguez to 

form the running contingent 
for the Green Knights, who 
improved upon their 12th 
place finish in 2018. 

Head coach Rich Andreozzi 
said, “We improved our reg-
ular season record, we im-
proved our finish at both the 
SCC Meet and at the CIAC 
Meet. I am proud of the kids 
for their effort and hopeful-

ly we will continue to work 
harder to continue that up-
ward mobility next season.” 
This was the final meet for 
seniors Oliver Shannon, Gabe 
Quinn, and Evan Rodriguez. 

Football -- The Notre Dame 
football team scored on three 
of its first four possessions to 
take a 21-0 early lead enroute 
to its 34-16 road win over the 

Fitch Falcons on Saturday.  
The Green Knights won the 
coin flip and went on offense. 

That proved to be the correct 
decision as all it took was six 
plays for Notre Dame to get 
on the scoreboard first. Mark 
Altieri capped off the drive 
with a 13-yard run and Notre 
Dame led 7-0 just 1:57 into the 
game. The teams traded punts 
before Notre Dame took con-
trol with back-to-back scoring 
drives. Jackson Zalinsky was 
key in both of them. First, he 
found a wide open Tommy 
Candelora for a 50-yard scor-
ing strike with 2:12 left in the 
first quarter. 

On its next drive, Zalinsky 
went untouched for 15 yards 
and the Green Knights were 
firmly in control leading 21-0 
early in the second quarter. 
Notre Dame’s defense was 
stout all game long, but es-
pecially in the first half. They 
only allowed a 32-yard Evan 
Burdy 32-yard field goal with 
5:08 left in the first half. To 
quell that momentum, Notre 
Dame scored on its first two 
possessions of the second half 
to put the game away. 

The Green Knights return to 
SCC play hosting Xavier on 

Friday in a 7 p.m. kickoff at 
Veterans Field.

Soccer -- The Notre Dame 
soccer team played two games 
last week, scoring two goals. 
Yet, they didn’t lose. They 
played to a pair of 1-1 draws 
with Cross and Sheehan to 
improve their record to 6-6-3 
heading into its Senior Night 
contest against Career this 
past Monday night. Against 
Cross on Oct.  23, Christian 
Lombardo took a perfect feed 
from Connor Naumann and 
quickly lofted a goal past the 
Governor goalie to earn a 1-1 
tie. In the same result against 
Sheehan two days later, Lom-
bardo was again the goal scor-
er as he angled a perfect corner 
kick into the net in their 1-1 
draw against the Titans. Both 
teams had beaten the Green 
Knights the first time around. 
Following its Senior Night 
Game, Notre Dame will have 
two weeks off before resum-
ing play in the first round of 
the Class L state tournament 
on Monday, Nov. 11.

You can get all the latest ath-
letic news, scores, and more 
by following @NDWHAthlet-
ics on Twitter, Instagram, and 
Periscope.

Photo courtesy of NDWH

The Notre Dame cross country team fi nished a successful season with a 9th-place showing at 
the CIAC Class MM Championship Meet on Saturday at Wickham park in Manchester.

Knights place 9th in MM Championships

Westie netters on a roll

Photo by Russ McCreven

Bria Stanley leads the cheers in last week’s match with North Haven.  The Blue Devils won, 
4-1.

The West Haven volleyball is riding into the postseason on 
a positive wave. Winners of four of their last fi ve matches, the 
Westies are 12-7 on the year. 

West Haven won its third straight match and seventh in its 
last eight contests with a 3-1 road victory over Hamden. With 
the 25-23, 18-25, 25-17,  25-23 victory, the Westies improved to 
11-6 on the year. 

“We started off  kind of slow again tonight, but were able to 
pull it together to get the win,” West Haven coach Kate Coldren 
said. “We really need to fi gure out a way to start off  these games 
with more intensity and energy and play more consistent vol-
leyball, starting with our serving. Gett ing this win was very im-
portant and we played well in general, but I know we’re capable 
of much bett er. We need to fi nish off  the regular season strong 
and keep the momentum going for playoff s.”  

Involved in a tough match from the start, the Westies won 
both the fi rst and fourth games by two points each. After losing 
the second game, West Haven pulled away for a third game vic-
tory, before edging Hamden in the fourth game. 

“Collectively our serve receive and defense was very good,” 
Coldren said. “We struggled a bit in the front row against some 
tough blockers, but we found a way to make it work. Bria (Stan-
ley)  and Noelle (Noble) played well in the front row and came 
up with some big hits when we needed them the most. For the 
third and fourth games, we served tough and that made all the 
diff erence.”  

Noelle Noble and Neve Krajcir led the defensive eff orts with 
11 and 10 digs, respectively. Giliana Santaniello added eight 
digs, eight assists, and four aces, while Bria Stanley had six kills 
and fi ve digs, and Savannah Lopez had seven assists and fi ve 
digs. 

See Wexties, page 16



WEST HAVEN VOICEPage 16 - Thursday, October 31, 2019

12 pm - 2pm in the Connie Sacco Room

International Folk Dancing!

Learn a variety of dances including line,
circle, and couple dances! No prior

experience is necessary.
Please wear comfortable clothing and
shoes, slippers or flat shoes are ideal

At the West Haven Public Library
300 Elm St

Call (203) 937-4233 ext. 3 for more information

Thursday, November 7th, 14th & 21st

Continued from page 15
Noble also had six kills, and 

Krajcir finished with four aces 
and three kills.   

West Haven posted its fourth 
win in five matches with a 3-1 
victory over North Haven. The 
19-25, 25-13, 25-18, 25-22 vic-
tory allowed West Haven to 
improve to 12-7 on the year.

Stanley led the way with 17 
kills, seven digs, and three 
blocks, while Krajcir had nine 
kills, four aces, and four digs. 
Lopez had nine assists, four 
digs, three aces and three kills, 
Noble had six digs, three aces, 
and two kills, and Santaniello 
had 16 assists, four kills, three 
aces and two digs.

“Noelle (Noble) and Savan-
nah (Lopez) played very well 
on defense and really got the 
rest of the team motivated to 
work hard.  

Bria (Stanley) and Neve 
(Krajcir) were unstoppable at 
the net and really made some 
smart plays when we needed 
them the most. I can’t say 
enough about how well they 
played, and it was good to get 
a win over North Haven.”

West Haven girls soccer 
coach Pete Trenchard enforced 
the importance of entering the 
postseason on a positive note. 
Winning two of their last three 
matches, the Westies were able 
to do so. 

With a 0-2-1 stretch staring in 
its face, West Haven looked for 

a way to get out of its slump. 
Facing a tough Hand-Madison 
squad, the Westies turned to 
its defense and goalkeeping, 
along with timely scoring to 
post a 2-0 victory in West Ha-
ven Monday evening. 

The win improved West Ha-
ven’s record to 5-5-4 and qual-
ified the Westies for the state 
tournament. 

Mackenzie Gardner made six 
saves, Jessica Robinson and 
Selena Izzo found the back of 
the net, and a solid defense 
which held Hand to just seven 
shots, helped West Haven get 
back on track. 

“Overall, we played very well 
tonight,” Trenchard said. “We 
bounced back from the loss to 
Sheehan in our last game, and 
got a big win against a good 
team. The win qualified us for 
the state tournament, which is 
always the endgame.”

Both West Haven goals came 
as a result of hard work as 
Robinson scored on a penalty 
kick and Izzo scored on a free 
kick after a foul was drawn by 
Maya Bermudez.

“Defensively we were solid, 
and we weathered their at-
tacks and didn’t give them 
many quality chances,” 
Trenchard said. 

Trenchard wanted to close 
the regular season on a high 
note as the postseason ap-
proached. Winning two of 
three games to close the regu-

lar season had the Westies en-
ter the postseason with a 6-6-4 
record.

West Haven ended the sea-
son in impressive fashion 
with a 2-0 victory over Wilbur 
Cross on Saturday.

Gardner picked up her 
eighth individual shutout of 
the year with six saves.

The Westies had 10 shots in 
the contest and took a 1-0 lead 
when Emma Walker scores 
from Alexia Guerrero at the 
23:37 mark. 

Cross battled and gave West 
Haven all it could handle be-
fore Julia Tsakonas scored 
from Robinson at 76:04.

The West Haven boys soc-
cer team is looking to get back 
on track. With a tough stretch 
to end the regular season, the 
Westies are working to get 
back to their winning ways. 

In the midst of a 3-1-1 stretch, 
West Haven was looking to 
keep the season rolling along. 
Unfortunately for the Westies 
they ran into a tough North 
Haven team and fell 6-0 on the 
road Monday evening. With 
the loss, West Haven fell to 
6-5-2 on the year. 

North Haven held an 18-12 
shot advantage in the contest 
with West Haven goalkeeper 
John McLaughlin making 10 
saves. North Haven’s Matt 
Casey finished with eight 
saves. 

Kasey Mongillo scored three 

goals for the Indians, who 
jumped out to an early lead 
6 minutes, 9 seconds into the 
contest on a goal by Mongillo. 
Mongillo scored at the 13:02 
mark to sandwich a tally by 
Jack Pollard for a 3-0 advan-
tage. 

While the West Haven boys 
soccer team is still searching 
for its first victory in a hand-
ful of games, the Westies took 
a step in the right direction 
Saturday afternoon with a 1-1 
draw against Jonathan Law.

The draw, which moved the 
Westies to 0-3-2 in their last 
five games, and 6-6-3 overall, 
was in comeback fashion.

After Law’s Marcus Dostal 
scored at the 35:56 mark for 
a 1-0 advantage, West Haven 
pressured. 

That pressure finally paid 
off when Derick Meza scored 
at the 62:11 mark off an assist 
from Aldo Barragan. 

West Haven held a 13-10 shot 
advantage in the contest. 

McLaughlin made three 
saves and Brian Carew made 
four saves in the draw for 
West Haven. 

Danici Malkut made nine 
saves for Law.

The West Haven girls swim-
ming team fell to 1-8 with a 
98-80 loss at Hamden Monday 
evening. The Westies had two 
first place finishes, including 
the 100 backstroke by Madi-
son Hobart in 1 minute, 10.86 
seconds, and the 400 freestyle 
relay team of Morgan Falanga, 
Alana Orecchio, Kaelyn Falan-
ga, and Hobart in 4:21.68.

The Westies also had four 
second place finishes. The 200 
medley relay team of Hobart, 
Molly Wilson, Victoria Acuna, 
and Kaelyn Falanga had a time 
of 2:09.57, Morgan Falanga 
was second in the 200 freestyle 
in 2:20.22, Kaylee Taulty was 
second in the 1 meter diving 

with 175.50 points, and the 500 
freestyle had Kaelyn Falanga 
place second in 6:04.54.

The Westies had a competi-
tive meet against Jonathan 
Law Thursday afternoon, but 
fell in a home meet 94-84. With 
the loss, West Haven fell to 1-9 
on the year. 

West Haven had two first 
place finishes as Taulty won 
the 1meter diving with 180.45 
points, and Kaelyn Falanga 
was victorious in the 500 free-
style in 5 minutes, 52 seconds. 

The Westie shad five second 
place finishes, with three of 
those outcomes coming in the 
relay events. 

The 200 medley relay team 
of Hobart, Wilson, Acuna, and 
Kaelyn Falanga was second in 
2:07.63, the 200 freestyle relay 
team of Morgan Falanga, Wil-
son, Orecchio, and Sofia Shu-
bin placed second in 1:58.15, 
and the 400 freestyle relay 
team of Acuna, Kaelyn Falan-
ga, Morgan Falanga, and Ho-
bart was second in 4:23.36.

The 50 freestyle saw Kaelyn 
Falanga place second in 28.22, 
while the 100 butterfly had 
Hobart second in 1:11.79.

The West Haven boys and 
girls cross country teams par-
ticipated in the Class LL divi-
sion championships Saturday 
afternoon at Wickham Park. 

The top runners for the boys 
were senior Sebastian Villan-
ueva in 17 minutes, 29 sec-
onds, sophomore Eric Owen 
in 19:21, and junior Allen Al-
drich in 19:35. 

The top runners for the girls 
were freshman Amanda Gullo 
in 26:14, senior Rowanne Mus-
tafa in 27:35, and senior Daelle 
Coriolan in 28:40.

For all of your West Haven 
sporting news all season long, 
including game articles, pho-
tos, videos and more, visit 
www.westieblue.com. 

Westies: Booters look to tourney

Player of the Week
 As the postseason approaches, the West Haven volleyball 

team is heating up, winning four of its last fi ve matches. Lead-
ing the way in this run has been Noelle Noble. In a pair of con-
tests last week, Noble had 17 digs, eight kills, and three aces. 
Read about the Player of the Week at www.westieblue.com.
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Youth Soccer ends fall season
The Elite Soccer Camps 

Golden Dragons ended their 
season in a tough loss to Nick’s 
Luncheonette, 6-4.  Both sides 
played hard and fought to the 
very end of the game.  Mat-
teo D’Elia showed great ball 
control and Jax Guarino broke 
up a few counter attacks.  Seth 
Empiric hustled after the ball 
and made some good passes, 
and Ryan Abekah and Luca 
DeCrescenzo.  Jacob Rader 
showcased his dribbling 
moves, and Ben Trenchard did 
a nice pull-back turn under 
pressure to roll off a defender 
and create space.  

The Top Hat Dance Acad-
emy Green Crocodiles took 
on the WH Federation of 
Teachers Local 1542 Mini-
Blueberries.  In what was a de-
fensive first half, the score at 
the break was 1-1. The Green 
Crocodiles completed an un-
defeated season by picking 
up the scoring in second half 
winning, getting six for a final 
score of 7-1.  Ariel Titus and 
Lehanna Philogene were great 
on offense while Aarohi Jain 
and Kendall Gilchrist lead the 
defense.  For the Blueberries, 
Harper Golde pushed the ball 
forward for her team. Anessa 
Worrell played aggressively 
and stole the ball from the op-
posing team. Isabella Cooper 
not only helped out in mide-
field but scored a goal as well. 
Karine Davila played well de-
fensively blocking shots from 
finding the net.

The Cappetta’s Italian Im-
ports Polar Bears played a 
tough game against The Gun-
ning Law Firm Blue Hur-
ricanes, finishing with a 5-0 
loss. Kiley McCoart played 
solid defense while Luciana 
Cappetta had several shots 
on goal.  For the Hurricanes, 
goals were scored by Lulu Se-
bas, Kylie Gibbons, Arianna 
Throm and Sophia Empric.  
Lynnie Chesson played a 
strong game at midfield while 
Alivia Riley helped shut down 
the opponents on defense.  
Stella Porto demonstrated ex-

cellent footskills and passing.  
The Shoreline Wellness Blue 

Diamonds won their last game 
of the season, 5-0, over Keenan 
Funeral Home.  Ava Pellino 
scored all of the goals with a 
great assist from Allie Pow-
ers from the defensive line. 
Giada Jimenez and Josylyn 
Davila each played a half in 
the goal and each contributed 
to the shut out with some awe-
some saves.  The Blue Dia-
mond team all showed great 
improvement throughout the 
season!

The Jason Ranalli Yellow 
Bees played two outstand-
ing games against West Ha-
ven Professional Firefighters 
Sharks to conclude their sea-
son.  Curtis Diaz, Kaleb Feli-
ciano and Connor Fitzpatrick 
teamed up, passed the ball to 
each other and each scored a 
goal!  Holding up the defense 
was Adem Gundogdu and 
Emmett Hemming, who have 
consistently been key players 
for their team all season.  

In their second game, the 
Bees played the West Haven 
Police Local 895 Bombers, 
where Miguel Morales Jr. led 
the team in both inspirational 
cheering of his teammates and 
a fantastic motivational speech 
to get their final game going!  
On the field Talla Ndiaye and 
LeRoy Salvatierra were an un-
stoppable duo with endless 
energy.  Their playmaking 
resulted in two goals for the 
Bees.  Also playing well was 
Yadiel Rios.  

The Milano & Wanat Gold 
Stars played the Rock House 
School of Music, winning, 
5-1.  Alanis Nieves played ag-
gressive and made attempts 
on goal. Madison Jacksics has 
improved this season and 
learned how to play her posi-
tion well. Juliana Crudo made 
great passes, creating oppor-
tunities for her team to score.  

The Sweet Relief Catering 
Blue Thunder came out on 
top over Stars Ice Cream, 6-1, 
to stay undefeated for the sea-
son.  Matt Davis and Stephen 

Christensen both scored and 
excellent defense and field 
play were on display by Paul 
Christensen, Eric Rivas,and 
James and Carlos Bazar.

On Friday evening, the Por-
to Funeral Homes U11 girls 
travel team played in South-
ington.  Southington scored 
early in the game which put 
the Westies on alert. As the 
girls increased their defense, 
the Westie offense put their 
first goal in.  But the Westies 
weren’t done, with two more 
goals coming from Madison 
Gargiulo and Nylah Beyah, 
which sealed the 3-1 win.  

On Saturday afternoon, the 

P & B Express U9 girls hosted 
Shelton, losing, 3-0. Josylyn 
Davila and Olivia Petrie kept 
several shots away in goal. 
Stella Porto and Gillian Wyn-
us passed well up and down 
the field.  

The Elite Soccer Camps U14 
girlswent to Meriden Saturday 
afternoon, falling, 2-1.  Ariana 
Izzo picked up the goal, and 
Jaylyn Powell worked hard 
to get the ball forward.  Mol-
ly Gunning made some good 
passes to get her teammates 
into scoring positions, and Ab-
igail Phelan showed creativity 
in the midfield.

In the other weekend action, 

the Bar Code Warriors over-
came a 1-0 deficit at the half to 
defeat the George Ellis Com-
pany Athletics, 3-1.  Matt Treat 
picked up the second half hat 
trick in the win.  Oyster River 
Energy and the WH Italian 
American Civic Assn.  battled 
to a 4-4 draw.  Chris Petrie 
scored the tying goal in the 
dying seconds of the match as 
a corner kick banged off him 
and into the goal.  In the last 
game of the weekend, West 
Shore Family Dental Unicorns 
and the Frank Agvent Plumb-
ing and Heating Chimeras 
fought it out, with the Uni-
corns, winning, 4-0.

Photo by Russ McCreven

Teamwork
Nokelle Noble and teammate Thiana Baez dig in while fi ght-

ing for a point at the West Haven gym. West Haven is turning 
in a standout season in the tough SCC circuit. The blue Devils 
had a fi ve-game win streak going into the fi nal weeks of the 
regular season.



Grassy Hill Auctions

Always Buying

Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments

(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone

& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken

or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &

MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old

Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &

Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,

Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,

Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,

Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical

Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial

Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney

Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,

Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk

Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern

Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,

Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…
& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore
Owners 

(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com
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Squirt A team splits a weekend pair
The West Haven Squirt A 

travel hockey team split a 
pair of games this weekend.
On Saturday, the Blue Devils 
defeated Enfield 4-3 at Bennett 
Rink, avenging a 4-3 loss to the 

Eagles on Sept. 29.
Forward Cameren Lipford 

scored a hat trick, Gavin Co-
ady tallied a goal and an as-
sist, and goaltender Alex Wer-
le saved 17 shots to lead the 

Westies to their sixth win of 
the season.

After a scoreless first period, 
the Blue Devils trailed 2-0 be-
fore Lipford fired a wrist shot 
from the right faceoff circle at 
2:06 of the second to make it 
a one-shot game. Less than a 
minute into the third, Lipford 
tied it on a top-shelf backhand 
in front of the net.

Coady put the Westies up 3-2 
at 10:02 of the third, banking 
a shot off the Enfield goalten-
der’s pads from the right side 
of the net. The Eagles answered 
with a tying goal, but the Blue 
Devils never wavered, thanks 
to strong defense by Andrew 
Grillo and solid goaltending 
by Werle.

With 3:00 left in regulation, 
Lipford scored on a wrister 
from the right faceoff circle on 

a beautiful pass from Coady 
to seal the victory for the Wes-
ties.

On Sunday, West Haven fell 
7-4 to Connecticut Ice Cats A 
at Stamford Twin Rinks. Lip-
ford scored all four goals for 
the Blue Devils, one of which 
was assisted by forward Tyler 
Silva and the other by defen-
seman Kyle Guarino. Werle 
stopped 15 shots against the 
Darien-based Ice Cats.

The West Haven Peewee A 
travel hockey team earned 
a win and a tie this weekend 
in its pair of games.  The Blue 
Devils are now 6-9-1 on the 
season.

On Saturday night, the Wes-
ties headed to “The Whale”, 
Yale’s Ingalls Rink, to face Yale 
2008A.  Five different players 
scored goals in a balanced at-
tack as the Westies won, 6-4.  
Dylan Bosworth netted two 
goals, Connor Moriarty had 
a goal and assist, while Alex 
Bowery, Mike Page and Ron-
nie Mastroni scored a goal 
apiece.

Greg Galasso started 
in goal and made seven 
saves while Silva turned 
away nine shots in relief.
On Sunday morning at Ed-
ward L. Bennett Rink, the 
Westies faced off with Mid-
Fairfield Girls 12U Major 1.  
In an entertaining game the 
teams skated to a 0-0 tie.  Silva 
started and made 9 saves.  Ga-
lasso finished up and posted 
11 saves, including one on a 
breakaway in the third period 
and another when he denied 
the rebound attempt. West Ha-
ven’s defensemen Leo Mazur-
oski, Ryan Pniewski, Matthew 
Kelly and Jonathan Charbon-
neau were solid throughout 
the game.

The West Haven Peewee AA 
travel hockey team looked to 
extend its seven-game win 
streak over the weekend as 
they traveled to Ridgefield 
to face off against Ridgefield 
Peewee AA’s and posted a 5-3 
victory.

With 11:34 left to play in 
the first period, Billy Mascari 
scored for a 1-0 lead. Ridge-
field would answer a minute 
later, before Nicky Stevens 
found Nick Eberhart who 
gave WH a 2-1 lead at 7:46 in 
the first. Even at two, Gabe 
Locklear scored with 56 sec-
onds left to play in second 
period for a 3-2 lead. With 
the game even at three, Lock-
lear took matters into his own 
hands scoring on a breakaway 
and providing the game win-
ner. Nick Salzano scored into 
an empty net for the final.

Nate Kempton played the 
entire game in goal and made 
a huge sequence of saves to 
preserve the lead late in the 
third period.

On Sunday, the team trav-
eled to Cromwell to face Pee-
wee AAA Jr Wolfpack. The 
Blue Devils dominated the 
game from start to finish in a 
6-0 win.

Tim Donohue got the Devils 
on the board with help from 
Billy Mascari and Jack Aloi. 
Cooper Deko capitalized on a 
pass from Stevens to Salzano 
in front as Salzano redirected 
the puck and Deko sent it to 
the back of the net. Locklear 
found a loose puck in the neu-
tral zone and went the rest of 
the way unassisted followed 
by Eberhart. Mascari added 
another assisted by Locklear 
and Donohue. The final goal 
of the game was scored by 
Locklear, his second of the 
game assisted by Mascari.
Goaltender Tyler Donroe was 
outstanding while earning an-
other shutout.

The West Haven Bantam A 
travel hockey team posted a 
victory in its lone contest of 
the week, defeating Avon 3-2 
at Avon Old Farms Sunday af-
ternoon.

Bryan Hong was stellar in 
goal, turning aside 23 shots, 
including six in the third pe-
riod. After surrendering an 
early goal, Hong made nine 

See Youth Hockey, page 19



Thursday, October 31, 2019 - Page 19WEST HAVEN VOICE

WestieBlue.com

For all your West Haven sports, visit 
www.westieblue.com

Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni 

Photos     Videos     Player of the Week     WH Championship teams
Future Westies     Alumni     Hall of Fame WH News and Notes

Team Leaders     Statistics     Coaches Information     Coaches Corner 
And more 

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site 
Contact Mike Madera 

Phone: (203) 530-1322 
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com 

Continued from page 18
saves in the opening period.

Trailing by a goal, Dave Brown scored off an assist from Cam 
Delvecchio to even the game after one period.

The Westies took the lead for good 19 seconds into the second 
when Brown sent Cade Simone in for a 2-1 advantage.

West Haven increased the lead to 3-1 just 15 seconds into the 
third on a goal by Mickey Dowd off an assist from Jayden Sprey-
er.

Avon answered 3:16 later, but could not get the equalizer.
With only one contest, the West Haven Bantam B travel hockey 

team faced off against Simsbury B Sunday afternoon and posted 
an 8-1 victory.

In his first game, interim goalie Javed Ullah would be put 
to the test against a hard skating Simsbury team. The Westies 
found the back of the net first when Cody Rocchio scored from 
Deklan Loehfelm halfway through the first. Simsbury answered 
back and Youssef Ullab made it 2-1 at the end of the first period.

The Westies built their lead in the second period with goals 
from; Yousaf Ullah (Ashley Welch), Ashley Welch (Max Gins-
berg and Zach Fonda), Taylor Alfano (Rocchio) and Yousaf Ul-
lah up complete his hat trick.

Going into the third period with a 6-1 lead, the Westies looked 
to limit shots against, keep the pressure on Simsbury and added 
goals from Yousaf Ullah, Ginsberg (Ashley Welch). The Westies 
nailed down the 8-1 win for Javed Ullah’s first win as interim 
goalie in which he turned all shots but one away. 

Youth Hockey

 The West Haven Seahawk 
12U team (8-1) traveled to 
New Britain on Saturday to 
play the New Haven Steelers 
in the Southern Connecticut 
Conference quarterfinal play-
offs. 

The Seahawks blanked the 
Steelers, 18-0, to move onto 
the semifinals this coming 
weekend.

Running backs Ethan Holy 
and Aedan Coe drove the ball 
on the ground and controlled 
the time of possession. Coe 
had two rushing scores on the 
day. Quarterback Nick Conlan 
connected with receiver Jo-
von Willams on a touchdown 

through the air. A swarming 
Seahawks defense keep New 
Haven away from the end 
zone and was led by Holy, 
Coe, Yahinus Mercer, Delaney 
Flood and Teriq Mallory who 
closed the door on the Steelers 
with an interception. 

The Seahawk 8U team (8-0) 
is the number-one seed in the 
playoffs and earned a bye. The 
10U Seahawks (7-2) ended 
their successful season with 
a well-played and exciting 
game against the Steelers. The 
Seahawks lost, 20-13, in over-
time. The Seahawks trailed 
the Steelers 7-0 at the half in a 
heavy wind-blown rain at Sey-

mour High School. 
The Seahawks tied the game 

in the fourth quarter on an 
8-yard JJ Lugo touchdown 
run. New Haven marched the 
field and took a 13-7 lead with 
less than two minutes left in 
the game. 

Caden Stanley took a lateral 
and ran 48-yards and crossed 
the goal line as time expired to 
tie the game at 13-13 and send 
it into overtime. 

New Haven scored on OT 
to go up 20-13 and West Ha-
ven fell short. Anthony Ian-
notti, Angelo Petrezuiello, 
and Frank Green played well 
on the offensive line. Mason 

Wright, Azriel Pizarro and TJ 
Stevenson played well on de-
fense. 

The 14U team finished their 
season with a loss to the 
Trumbull Rangers, 27-7, in the 
Bob Boss Tournament. Xavier 
Fernandez scored the lone Se-
ahawk score on a 65-yard kick-
off return.

The Seahawk 8U and 12U 
team will travel to Bridgeport 

on Sunday for the Southern 
Connecticut Conference Semi-
final contests. 

The winners will advance to 
the conference championship 
games. The Seahawk 8U team 
will face New Haven at 10 and 
the Seahawk 12U team will 
take on the Stratford Redskins 
at 4. The game will be played 
at Central High School (Ken-
nedy Stadium).

Seahawks 12U heads to semis

Photo courtesy of RTMFL

Seahawk 12U running back Ethan Holy (21) runs for a fi rst 
down. The Seahawks topped New Haven, 18-0, to move on to 
the conference semi-fi nals.

Every game
Every week

Voice sports

Join our town-wide scavenger hunt!
Ten turkeys are hiding in storefronts and locations

around West Haven.
Stop by the Main Library on Elm Street

for a clue sheet.The turkeys will be there all month,
so work at your own pace to find them.

Once you find five of the turkeys and copy down the
hidden message written on their bellies,

return the clue sheet to the
Children's Department of the library

by November 30th
for a special turkey surprise!

West Haven Public Library * 300 Elm Street * 203-937-4233
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GB Masonry
Stone Walls * Sidewalks * Pavers

Chimneys * Brickwork * Flagstone
Stone Siding * Stucco

Fully Insured -- Quality Work!
17 years Experience

Jimmy-- 203-206-1159
gbmasonrystone@gmail.com

Houses & Decks • Deck Staining
Patios & Flag Stones • Fences

BBB Member

PRESSURE WASHING
LINDSAY'S

Cell: 203.915.6546 Insured
Call Buddy

Hamden, CT
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184 Campbell Ave 203-934-3100
West Haven, CT 06516 emmettsautoct.com

Sette Landscaping, LLC
The grass is greener on the Sette side

Joseph F. Sette  Licensed
Lawn Specialist  Insured

Residential                    Commercial

Everything Landscaping
Lawn Repair Specialists
(203) 932-1009

Tree Removal
Aurora  Tree & Landscape

Tree Removal     Tree Installation
Storm Damage Clean-up

Free Estimates               Insured
Greg Aurora

(203) 619-2301

This space is for you!
Call (203) 934-6397
for details on how

to get up and running!

Continued from page 8
servation and Development, the au-
thors (consultants who specialize in 
such matters) argue at length that the 
Haven South Municipal Development 
Plan is not only compliant with the 
POCD, but also with all of the Con-
necticut statutes having to do with Em-
inent Domain. They do this with crafty 
sleight-of-hand: by simply quoting the 
law itself. No substantiating evidence 

is ever provided, which makes this 
plan, and all plans like it, farces. “Com-
pliance” is simply declared. There is an 
entire cottage industry of consultants 
and attorneys -- paid for by us -- who 
make a business out of making plans 
“compliant.”

Planning and Zoning can argue that 
the expansion of Seacrest is not har-
monious with the neighborhood -- and 
hence not compliant with POCD. Hav-

en South Municipal Development Plan 
can also claim that The Haven IS har-
monious with the neighborhood-even 
though the neighborhood no longer 
exists. 

Neither side of either argument can 
ever be based on firm ground with the 
plans as they are crafted today. Any 
side can argue any angle -- and have it 
pass muster.

Let’s stop the farce and stop writing 

these expensive, counterproductive 
and ultimately useless plans. Let Plan-
ning and Zoning, City Council, and 
our other various Boards and Com-
missions continue to make decisions 
by considering each project on its mer-
its, with input from stakeholders, and 
based on our existing laws and regula-
tions. Don’t waste any more taxpayer 
money on plans.

Patricia Bollettieri

Letters, we get letters!
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?

Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,

And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience

Friendly service.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street 
parking, Use of penthouse meet-

ing room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview. 

(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 301

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing. 
Insured. Free estimates. Call 
(203) 506-9384.

SITUATIONS WANTED
Home health aide/caregiver. 
15 years’ experience. Can pro-
vide transportation to doctor’s 
stores, etc. Can do over-nights. 
Reasonable rates. Call (475) 
241-4446. 

FOR RENT

Apartment to share. Large bed-
room. Wifi , bus starts route 
on corner, off -street parking, 
cleaning available. Perfect for 
college student. $120/week. 
Call Ron, (203) 907-6993.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs -- Walls and ceilings, 

sheetrock, carpentry. Free es-
timates. Insured HC#0647093. 
Bill (203) 901-2136.

Play Fine Music Well.  Piano 
lessons in your home since 
1992, beginners welcome, 
reasonable rates. Details, 

Openings, References: (203) 
479-4467

PLUMBING PROBLEMS?
Leaky faucets, leaky show-

ers, and pipes, bathroom 
sinks, common toilet problems, 
clogged sinks and drains, hot 
water heaters installed, gar-
bade disposals. Call (203) 584-
6868.

FOR SALE
Various vending machines for 

sale. Standing gumball to large 
machines: soda, candy and 
change machines. Also wall-

mount vending machines. Call 
203-687-1201.

BASEBALL!
Is your child spending too 

much time on the baseball 
bench?  Use the winter to 
let me perfect your game.  

Karl   203-252-0395.

Answers
to last week s

puzzles

OCTOBER 31, 2019

Voice Classifieds
work for you!

Give us a call -- 
(203) 934-6397
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Atlantic City trip
F. Seniors and Friends are 

running a trip to Atlantic City 
on Jan. 6-8, at Resorts Casino. 
Cost of the trip is doubles, 
$235. 

Call Fred Morgillo, (203) 389-
5808, or (203) 927-4249. 
I-A Seniors

The West Haven Italian-
American Civic Association 
Senior Center is seeking new 
members to join its Tuesday 
senior gathering. Join a group 
of friendly seniors in an after-
noon of good company, with 
Bingo, cards, trips to casinos 
and conversations with like-
minded people and more. 
We meet at the club, 85 Chase 
Lane, each Tuesday from noon 
to 3. 

The cost is just $3 per week 
to cover expenses. We offer 
refreshments at no additional 
cost. Call Sherri Torre, (203) 
932-2893 for further informa-
tion. 

Senior Center trips
Join the West Haven Seniors 

on the following scheduled 
trip: All trips leave from Savin 
Rock Conference Center:

Monday, Dec. 9 -- The West-
chester Broadway Theatre – 
“The Edwards Twins” New 
Holiday Themed Show! Direct 
from Las Vegas identical twins 
Anthony and Edward make 
musical legends come alive 
for this holiday performance. 
Sonny & Cher, Neil Diamond, 
Johnny Mathis and Barbara 
Streisand just to name a few of 
the acts re-created by the tal-
ented twins. Enjoy lunch at the 
theatre before the show. Cost 
$90 due by Nov. 1.  Bus leaves 
Savin Rock Conference Center 
9:30. Departs Westchester ap-
proximately at 3:45.

A fl yer with further details 
is available at the offi  ce at the 
West Haven Senior Center 201 
Noble St. or you can call the 
Senior Center (203) 937-3507.

Garden Club 
The West Haven Garden 

Club will hold its meeting 
on Monday, Nov. 4, at the 
Ora Mason Library meeting 
room, 260 Benham Hill Road.  
A luncheon will follow and 
the program will be presenter 
Mary Genovese speaking and 
demonstrating Holiday Table 
Sett ings. Newcomers are wel-
come.  For further information 
call (203) 937-1674.

‘Back to the Oldies’
A “Back to the Oldies” 

dance is scheduled for Sat-
urday, Nov. 9, at Cieo-
Ballroom (WH IA club),
85 Chase Lane, from 8 
p.m. to 12:30 a.m. A raffle 
will benefit the Muscu-
lar Dystrophy Association.
Music is by D.J Charles 
Rosenay, with singer Carla 
Gemma. Smoke Free!! Cash Bar!
Cost is $25 per person   

For info  call Geri, (203) 795-

5473  or Lucy, (203) 468-2528. 

‘Movie Week’
The public is invited to help 

celebrate “Movie Week at 
the Museum,” Wednesday 
through Saturday, Nov. 6-9 at 
the West Haven Veteran’s Mu-
seum and Learning Center. 

A total of nine popular classi-
cal war movies selected by the 
museum’s curatorial staff will 
be shown in the new state-of-
the-art Edward N. Silver Me-
dia Center. 

Morning films begin at 10 
a.m. and afternoon films begin 
at 12:30 p.m. Tickets are avail-
able at the door at $5 per film. 

Harvest Fair 
First & Wesley United 

Methodist Church, 89 Center 
St.(corner of Second and Cen-
ter), is hosting its annual Har-
vest Fair on Saturday, Nov. 2 
from 8-3. 

The fair features and all-
you-can-eat pancake breakfast 
from 8-10:30, luncheon from 
11-2, crafts, baked goods, a 
cookie walk and door prizes. 
New is Joyce’s Garden Booth 
with various plants. 

Parking is in the rear of the 
church and is handicapped-
accessible. 

For more information, please 
call Peggy Jerrell at (203) 641-
0929.

WH Garden Club

The West Haven Garden 
Club will hold its meeting 
on Monday, Nov. 4, at the 
Ora Mason Library meeting 
room, 260 Benham Hill Road.  
A luncheon will follow. and 
the program will be presenter 
Mary Genovese speaking and 
demonstrating Holiday Table 
Sett ings. 

Newcomers are welcome 
with a $5 fee.  For further in-
formation call (203) 937-1674.
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Located directly on Long Island Sound

588 Ocean Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516

203-931-2510
www.seacrestweb.com

Luxurious
Affordable

Assisted & Memory Care

Around TownAround Town

Submitted Photo

Goin’ to the 
Fair? 

Mary Rolfe and Judy Jen-
nett e are gett ing ready for the 
Harvest Fair at First & Wesley 
United Methodist Church on 
Saturday. The event features 
breakfast and lunch as well 
as many booths selling items 
that can be given at Christ-
mas. The church is at the cor-
ner of 2nd Avenue and Center 
Street.
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This Tuesday, November 5th

YOUR VOTE MATTERS
Keep West Haven moving forward with

Mayor Nancy Rossi and the Democratic Team

VOTE ROW A

HQHQ

f NancyRossiforMayor
203-745-3031v

232 Captain Thomas Blvd., West Haven

www.MayorNancyRossi.com

PaPaid for by the West Haven 
Democratic Town Committee, 
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M. Toni Paine, Treasurer.
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VOTE ROW A    TUES, NOV 5

Mayor Nancy Rossi and the Democratic Team 
have made real progress for our city! They are 
committed to continuing their work to keep West 
Haven moving forward.

In less than two years they have:
• Restored fiscal responsibility and balanced 

budgets
• Attracted new investments to grow our local 

economy
• Improved roads, parks, beaches, and our quality of life

YOUR DEMOCRATIC TEAM

M a yo r N a n c y R o ssi*


