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Murillo lights
city Yuletide

By Michael P. Walsh

Special to the Voice

Santa and Mrs. Claus joined Mayor Nancy R. Rossi and very
special guest Gabriella “Gabby” Murillo to light the Christmas
tree on the Green during the annual holiday kickoff Saturday.

After arriving to the Main Street side of the Green on the West
Haven Fire Department’s 1935 Mack pump firetruck, Santa and
Mrs. Claus were escorted to the nearby stage by the West Haven
High School and Seahawks cheerleading teams to the sound of
applause and shouts of glee from several hundred merrymakers
who braved the bitter cold.

Before the lighting of the tree, which is encircled by five smaller
evergreen trees adorned with fluorescent-colored lights, Rossi
recognized Murillo, who strolled in on a motorized wheelchair
to enthusiastic applause from the all-ages crowd.

Beside the stage, Murillo was surrounded by her parents, Eric
and Amanda Murillo, and her sister Jennifer Maurutis, 32. Sis-
ters Amanda Murillo, 34, and Cassie Murillo, 25, were unable to
attend.

Gabby Murillo is back home in West Haven — the first time
the Murillos have all been together since she was paralyzed
from the neck down in a June car crash while embarking on her
dream internship at Disney World.

On June 16, Murillo was struck by a truck while driving in Or-
lando, Florida, causing spinal damage beyond repair. She had
reportedly been hit at full speed by a drunk driver while she was

See Tree-lighting, page 3
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“l came back and I’'m still

here. What I really like about
this agency is that the work

is really diversified. It isn’t
boring.”

~ Patty Stevens
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Special guest Gabriella
“Gabby” Murillo, center,
joins Mayor Nancy R. Rossi,
with grandson Arthur Rossi,

9, and Santa and Mrs. Claus
to light the Christmas tree on
the Green during the annual
holiday kickoff Saturday.
Left -- Victorian carolers lead
a singalong at The John C.
Ireland Bandstand.

Photo by Josh LaBella

Administration
begins term

The brand-new West Haven
High School Auditorium was
on fully display for the bien-
nial rites of swearing in the new
admininistration. Lt. Gov. Su-
san Bysiewicz and Sen. Richard
Bluemental were on hand to do
the honors. Mayor Nancy Rossi
began her second term, while
the new City Council and vari-
ous other boards and officials
were sworn into office. See page
5 for other details.
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Alice Soares-Maia, age 2,
a student at the West Haven
Child Development Center,
Inc. is hoping for more snow
in the forecast!

Things to Do!

First Congregational Church
is hosting its annual Christmas
Fest on the Green on Saturday,
Dec 7, from 9 to 2:30.

The festival will have excit-
ing craft and candy vendors,
lunch, bake sale, and a kids’
activity table and surprise tree.
Our Book Sale, Clothes Closet,
and White Elephant sale will
all be open as well.

It will have decorated trees,
wreaths, and other items be-
ing raffled off. Have your
picture taken with Santa be-
tween 11:30 and 2. There is a
collection of food for WHEAT.
Questions?

Contact First Congregational
Church at (203) 933-6291.

The West Haven Italian-
American Civic Association
is sponsoring a Breakfast with
Santa on Sunday, Dec. 15 from
10-1 at the Cielo Banquet Hall,
85 Chase Lane.

Costis $10 for members, $12
for non-members. Children 10
and under eat free. All Chil-
dren must be registered with
name, age and sex. RSVP by
Dec 11. Contact: Rich Frey,
(203) 215-8698 or Lisa Aguzzi,
(203) 927-6467.

The buffet-style breakfast
includes pancakes, scrambled
eggs, bacon, sausage, coffee
and juice.

Phone: (203) 937-6400
(800) 224-2128

earthwise
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824 Baston Post Road | West Haven, CT 06516

1700 Boston Post Road, 2nd Floor | Fairfield, CT 06824
E-mail; info@baybrookremadelers.com
Website: www.baybrookremodelers.com

Public
Meetings

Monday, Dec. 2- Board of
Education, City Hall 6 p.m,;
Park-Rec, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 3 -- Alling-
town Fire District, 6 p.m.;
WHHS Building Commission,
7 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 3 -- Water
Pollution Control, 6:30 p.m.;
Finance Commission, 7 p.m.

On this date:

2005 -- UK’s Civil Partner-
ship Act of 2004 comes into
force/UK’s Civil Partnership
Act of 2004 came into force al-
most a year after it was passed.

1977 -- Egypt breaks all re-
lations with Arab countries.
President Anwar al-Sadat
broke all relations with Syria,
Libya, Algeria, and South Ye-
men in response to these coun-
tries and the Palestinian Liber-
ation Organization signing the
Declaration of Tripoli.

1933 -- End of prohibition in
the U.S. A national ban on al-
cohol in the U.S. first institut-
ed in 1920 by the 18th amend-
ment, ended on this day after
the ratification of the 2Ist
amendment.

1766 -- Christie’s hold its
first sale. Art auction house
Christie’s  founder James
Christie made his first art sale.
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Tree-lighting: Murillo does the honors

Continued from pag 1
stopped at a red light with a
friend.

Murillo’s  hometown im-
mediately rallied around the
22-year-old, holding multiple
“Gabby Strong” fundraisers
large and small to help her
family pay for the incalculable
medical and other expenses
that have accompanied her
recovery, including a special-
ized wheelchair, an addition
to the family’s Hickory Street
home and a handicapped-ac-
cessible vehicle.

Rossi, who was accompa-
nied onstage by her 9-year-old
grandson, Arthur Rossi, said
Murillo’s  strength, determi-
nation and fighting spirit is a
source of inspiration for her
close-knit family, the commu-
nity and her legion of friends,
who have all pledged their un-
wavering support for her con-
tinued progress.

The holiday festival opened
at 2 p.m. with Christmas mu-
sic, food trucks, face painting,
train rides and wreath deco-
rating, as well as craft and arti-
san vendors.

It was presented by the
city, the First Congregational
Church of West Haven and
West Haven United, an or-
ganization aimed at bringing
the city’s volunteer groups to-
gether.

Lou Esposito, Rossi’s execu-

tive assistant, served as the
master of ceremonies for the
six-hour event, which featured
a cast of costumed Christmas
characters that roamed the
Green.

The festivities continued into
the afternoon with the open-
ing of Santa’s village and eight
craft stations, where children
decorated wooden ornaments,
wrote letters to Santa, and
made cards for U.S. troops
overseas and those at the
Veterans Affairs Hospital on
Campbell Avenue.

West Haven High junior
Nora E. Mullins sang the na-
tional anthem, and the school’s
Drama Club performed a holi-
day play.

The ceremony continued
with performances by the
West Haven High dance team,
holiday carols sung by the St.
Lawrence School chorus and
performances by the Top Hat
Dance Academy.

Cheerleaders of the West Ha-
ven High varsity and junior
varsity teams and Seahawks
JV team performed a medley
of game day cheers, followed
by Yuletide classics sung by
the Bailey Middle School cho-
rus and a singalong led by Vic-
torian carolers.

Before their long sleigh ride
back to the North Pole, Santa
and Mrs. Claus posed for
snapshots in their workshop.

Organizers offered the pho-
tos with Santa as a free digital
download online.

People can view and down-
load their photos on the city’s
Flickr page at https://goo.gl/
EkLxZz.

The internet address is case
sensitive.

Just steps from Santa’s work-
shop, boys and girls dropped
off their wish lists at St. Nick’s
official U.S. Postal Service
mailbox.

Huge electric snowflakes
decorated The John C. Ire-
land Bandstand, and Victorian
streetlamps bedecked with an-
gels blowing on trumpets illu-
minated the walkways.

The decorated Green also
included an inflatable snow
globe that kids went in and
had their pictures taken.

Along with hayrides, young-
sters rode on a vintage fire-
truck from the West Shore Fire
Department.

They also rode on the Roam-
ing Railroad, a trackless train
sponsored by the West Haven
PTA Council.

People brought nonperish-
able items for the West Haven
Emergency Assistance Task
Force, which provides food for
residents in need.

Volunteers from the West
Haven Chamber of Commerce
handed out free hot chocolate,
and vendors sold food and

novelties.

The vendors included the
First Congregational Church
and Franco’s Fried Dough-
Licious and Ted’s Steam Ma-
chine food trucks.

Also, volunteers from West
Haven United sold hot apple
cider, coffee and hot chocolate.

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516

Bus: 203-932-0591

1708148

After the lighting, the sounds
of the holiday season filled the
air with rock 'n” roll rendi-
tions of Christmas favorites by
bands from The Rock House
School of Music, followed by
a holiday-themed concert by
Off the Hook, “Connecticut’s

premier party band.”

Life insurance
from a real-life
person.

Get life insurance that comes
with someone local (me).

I’'m here to help you protect
your family’s financial future.
LET'S TALK TODAY.

o StateFarm’

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL
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Dear Felicia

Thanksgiving is over for an-
other year, and now we move
onto the Christmas season.
No, not holiday season, Felicia
Navalance: Christmas. Season.
We don’t say Happy Holidays
for any other season, and we
shouldn’t do it here. If people
feel like they’re being treated
as “second-class citizens,” I'd
say they have more problems
than whether it’s Christmas
or not. In fact, I'd say it’s their
problem, not anyone else’s.

Tennyrate, here in the berg
the fack that Thanksgiving
was about the latest it could
be, it butted up against the
biennial rite of passage that
this city has every odd year:
inauguration of the new ad-
ministration. The charter calls
for the inaugural to be the foist
Sunday in December. That
happened to be Dec. 1. By the
by, did you say “rabbit!” on
Sunday. Nope? Neither did
Cobina.

And the activities of the
weekend were setch that not
only was it Turkey Day, the

tree-lighting took place on the
Green on Saturday night as
well.

That was a big success by the
looks of it. Gabby Murrillo did
the honors in lighting the tree,
and there was an afternoon-
long festival on the Green
until the honors were done.
Cobina happened by there
Saturday night and there was
quite a throng out there, with
most of the Green cordoned
off for the hayrides and other
features. So, that was checked
off the box of things to do.

Sunday, at the new WHHS
auditorium, the new admin-
istration was sworn in during
the only event that even comes
close to pomp and circum-
stance around here, with the
exception of graduation. With
all the color and ceremony we
could muster, the new admin-
istration was sworn in.

Sammy Bluejay was perched
near the dais, and had a few
pernted commints to make.

Sammy noted that this year’s

For All Your Real Estate Needs....
Fran Gregoriades, TRC
T

Office Manager, CT Realtor, Florida Broker

1 203-932-6455 x 301

Harborview
REALTY SERVICES, LLC

140 Captain Thomas Blvd
West Haven, CT 06516

crop o’ council people had that
look of excitement that he sees all
the time. That gleam will proba-
bly turn to glaze once the tedium
of the job begins to set in on them.
The City Council does some in-
teresting things, but, really, most
of what it does is perty humdrum.
The job has its share of late nights
and there’s always the fun of deal-
ing with John and Jane Q. They
can be nice neighbors or real ter-
rors, depending on the issues.

Of course, the foist thing the
council will set out to do is elect
a chairman. Ron Quagliani is,
at this writing, expected to be
tabbed for the title. He had it last
term, and as chairmen go, he was
known for being rather fair and
easy going. There was little of
the in-fighting that one has seen
over the years, where the chair-
men hafta be boxing referees and
gameshow emcees at the same
time. Ask some former chairmen,
they’ll tell you.

One of the biggest and most in-
teresting thing that has happened
is the fack that the GOP will have
two, count ‘em, two, members of
the council outta the 13 on the
list. They elected Barry Lee Cohen
in the Tenth Districk, and Col-
leen O’Connor — the former GOP
Town Chairman — as the at-large.
One at-large seat goes to the mi-
nority under the current charter,
and Cohen was able to get by Lou-
ise Martone in that districk by
sacrificing the soles of his shoes.
He won the old-fashioned way,
hard work.

In fack, Cohen is gonna be an
interesting individual to watch

on this panel. To say he doesn’t
“suffer fools gladly” is an under-
statement. He’s smart, cagey and
analytical. At least that is the im-
pression Cobina has. And a hit of
caginess is not a bad thing when
working with the other members.

S00000, over the next two years
it’s gonna be very interesting to
see jest whot transpires on the
council and how it reacts or in-
teracts with the new GOP real-
ity. In the past the GOP had one
seat, and that perty much meant
the member had to sit down and
twiddle his or her thumbs whilst
the Demmies fought. Sometimes
it was comical. The minority
member would be sitting all alone
at the table whilst a caucus was
called, and there was screaming
in the back room.

Now the GOP can have its own
caucus. It’ll be interesting effen
they call a caucus and leave the
Demmies out in the big room. We
shall see. But keep yore eyes on
Cohen. He could provide the grist
for our ever-grinding mill.

Of course, the GOP is a bit
of a topic of conversation, re-
gardless. Iva Lootey sez that
the wounds that occurred dur-
ing the election betwixt those
working for Steven Mullins
and those working for Michele
Gregorio have yet to be su-
tured. In fack, there is still a bit
of suspicion betwixt the two
factions...factions, would’ve
thunk it.

Whatever happens, the GOP
did some good work during
the last election, and shouldn’t
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let what should be friendly
opposition turn to difficulties.
The story writ last week by our
own Josh LaBella perty much
pernted out the problems the
party has to overcome before
it could begin to get back into
the city’s mainstream.

We've been sayin’ it for
years. The party has to do an
outreach, get rid of dead wood
and then move toward being
an opposition organization.
Some of us are old enuff to re-
member that Larry Minichino,
who eventually became a Re-
pubican mayor, built an entire
organization of young folks
that led the party to victory.

There were some problems
later on, but for the most part,
the New Turks, as they were
called, did a perty good job,
and helped the city during
some boom years. The only
thing the party needs is a
leader it can rally around. The
old-timers had the late Ted
Adams. They need another.

We'll keep watchin’ to see
what transpires. The ball is in
the GOP’s court and what they
do with it is important.

Herrronner, meanwhile, will
certainly have a more friendly
City Council this go-round.
Nelly Nuthatch pernted that out
when she visited here the other
day. Gone are the hold-overs from
the Ed O’Brien ticket, and cer-
tainly, the Morrissey faction is
only represented by one or two.
This means that for the most part
the mayor should be able to have
more cooperation and less opposi-
tion — but we don’t wanna see the
council become a rubber stamp.

That is one of the reasons it’s
good to have to GOP-ers. With
the GOP and the one or two op-
position in the Demmie camp,
there should be some very inter-
esting debates about issues. The
mayor will have the votes should
she need them, of course, but the
combination of Republican votes
and a couple of opposition Dem-
mies will help spur some real de-
bate and real action, not just an
easy vote. That’s a good thing, we
think.

Finally, ole Cobina wanted
to note that the generosity
of our fellow citizens is one
o’ the things that makes this
berg so special, despite its
politics. Several churches, or-
ganizations and groups made
the holiday special for many
from turkey distributions, to
the Community Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner, to what we know
will be special toy collections
toward Christmas. It's a nice
thing to see. Finally, we forgot
a bit name in last week’s list o’
turkeys: Patrick Morrissey. Pat
has been named in that coly-
ume just for fun for almost 20
years. We somehow forgot.

Mitt luff und kizzez

Cobina
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Rossi ‘stays course’ In Inaugural

By Josh LaBella

Voice Reporter

In her inaugural address,
Mayor Nancy Rossi said she
was looking forward to work-
ing with the slate of elected
officials sworn in alongside
her. The mayor, now sworn
in for a second two-year term,
campaigned on “staying the
course” and getting the city
back on the financial straight
and narrow.

The event, which saw the
mayor, 13 City Council mem-
bers, five Board of Educa-
tion members, the City Clerk,
Treasurer, and Tax Collector
take their oaths of office, was
held in the auditorium of the
new wing of West Haven High
School.

The keynote speakers were
Lt. Gov. Susan Bysiewicz and
US Senator Richard Blumen-

sworn in as diverse and said
“our diverse team can’t wait to
work with your diverse team.”
Speaking of Mayor Rossi, she
said Rossi was a committed to
making this city even better.

“One thing I know from hav-
ing the honor of being the sec-
retary of the state for twelve
years is that West Haven poli-
tics a rough and tumble kind
of thing and it's not for the
faint of heart,” said Bysiewicz.
“Nancy has embraced that vi-
brant city and that public spir-
it endeavor in a very gracious
way. She is a person of grace.
She is a person of humanity
and compassion.”

Sen. Blumenthal said lo-
cal politics was the brick and
mortar of the country’s de-
mocracy, calling it “where the
rubber meets the road.”

Speaking of the mayor’s re-

thal. sponsibility to the city, he said
Bysiewicz described the “the buck stops here.”

group of elected officials being ~ Mayor Rossi started off her

BOE, Council
pick leaders

Josh LaBella

Voice Reporter

The Board of Education and City Council voted members into
leadership positions in back-to-back organizational meetings on
Monday night. The start of the new term led to changes in the
board while the council remained largely the same.

In the Board of Education, Rosemary Russo was replaced as
chairman by newly elected member Cebi Waterfield. Waterfield
has previously served on the board for six years.

The board voted 6-3 in support of picking Waterfield as chair-
man. The three votes for Russo were cast by Russo herself, Rob-
ert Guthrie and Jim Morrissey. Morrissey took umbrage to the
change in leadership.

“Why try to fix something that definitely isn’t broken?” asked
Morrissey, who added that Russo was an effective chairperson
during her tenure in the role. He said that while he and Russo
disagreed on a number of issues, she had always done a good
job at leading the body. He said Assistant Superintendent Anne
Druzolowski had told him that the board, under Russo, was the
best she had ever worked with.

The votes for vice-chairman and secretary treasurer fell along
the exact same lines. Rosa Richardson was voted in as the for-
mer while Patricia Libero was picked for the latter. The newly
minted Waterfield thanked Russo and Guthrie, the former vice-
chair, for their leadership in the last term. She said she hoped
they would be of assistance as she took on the new role.

“Lastly, I am really looking forward to the next two years of
working together with all of you to utilize everyone’s talents in
a collaborative effort for all the students and staff and taxpayers
of the city of West Haven,” Waterfield said.

On the City Council side, Ron Quagliani was unanimously
voted to remain in the position of chairman. Robin Hamilton
was chosen to retain her position as majority leader while Re-
publicans Barry Lee Cohen and Colleen O’Connor will split the
duties of minority leader.

Quagliani said that over the next week he would work with the
council to pick chairmen for each committee. He said there are
13 committees on the council and every member would chair
one. Quagliani noted that the council will most likely be form-
ing a committee on charter revision to see through the process
started in the last term. He also said the committees on recycling
and the environment may be rolled into one committee on sus-
tainability.

Quagliani said he was happy to get started with the new coun-
cil. He said the fact that eight of the members of the council are
newly elected was exciting.

“It brings fresh ideas, a fresh perspective, advocacy,” said Qua-
gliani. “I'm really excited to see what lies ahead in this term.”

address by thanking her fami-
ly, friends and supporters. She
said she started her time as
mayor two years ago looking
to instill a culture of financial
responsibility.

“Although I did not antici-
pate being called to Hartford
on my second day in office and
being told the city was being
placed under the oversight of
the Municipal Accountability
Review Board, called also the
MARB, I am proud to report
that we have made great prog-
ress with two balanced bud-
gets and a grand list growth of
$30 million,” said Rossi. “All
of which went to a bond rating
upgrade from Moody’s (Cor-
poration).”

Rossi said the road had not
been easy, adding many un-

popular decisions had to be
made. She said the city was in
the process of recovery and is
positioned well for future suc-
cess.

“We have strategically and
successfully moved stalled
economic projects forward,”
said Rossi. “New businesses
have opened and existing
businesses have expanded.
The next two years, we will
need to focus on completing
these economic development
projects and continuing our
aggressive marketing cam-
paign for new investors and
businesses.”

Rossi said her administra-
tion had proven their finan-
cial responsibility and serious
positions on growing the local
economy and grand list to the

business community.

She also spoke to continuing
a good relationship with the
board of education to ensure
a “first class education” for
West Haven students.

The mayor also said her ad-
ministration will continue to
improve and repair the infra-
structure of the city.

“I look forward to working
with our newly elected officials
and the city council to contin-
ue this important work,” said
Rossi. “Thank you, again, for
your trust and continued sup-
port and congratulations to all
of our elected officials. I am
looking forward to working
with you all as we continue on
the path of success and com-
plete the work we were likely
todo.”
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Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Special letter

Chris Burns helps his son, Carson Burns, 6, and his stepson, Luca Tufano, 9, write letters to
Santa. The annual Tree-Lighting took place during an afternoon festival on the Green.
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Mecember Events

Saturday, December 7, 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm “Living Nativity” on church lawn
Free hot chocolate and craft activities in lower level

Sunday December Sunday, December 8 at 4:00 pm
“Light of Hope” - Free musical concert

Monday, December 24 at 4:00 pm
Family Christmas Eve Service

Monday, December 24 at 7:00 pm
Traditional Christmas Eve Candle Lighting Service

Tuesday, December 25 at 6:30 am

People with disabilities accessible

Corner of 2 Ave & Center St
West Haven, CT 06516
203-933-8795
www.firstwesleyumc.org

Email: firstwesleyumc@gmail.com

Christmas Worship
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New term, same issues

As of noon Sunday, the city administration took its
oath of office and begins the work of governing this
city of more than 53,000 over the next two years.
Mayor Nancy Rossi begins her second term in office,
and a new City Council begins its own term.

This year, for the first time in recent memory, the
city’s minority Republican Party, will have two mem-
bers on the 13-member council. This is a major im-
provement over the past two decades, and allows de-
bate of minority-generated issues to be discussed by
the legislative panel.

With the new term, the administration must now
formulate concrete programs to combat the city’s
many issues. We, for our part, have a few hopes for
the coming term, and hope they correspond with the
desires and aspirations of the new administration:

Taxes, spending and staffing — When Mayor Rossi
came into office, she entered with an admitted hand-
icap. Unknown to her — or anyone except the former
administration — the state had empaneled a review
board to oversee city finances.

The use of a bonding ordinance to cover a $17 mil-
lion deficit triggered the action under what was then
new legislation. Over the last two years, Rossi and
the Municipal Accountability Review Board (MARB)
have navigated some treacherous waters with not a
little controversy.

As far as taxes are concerned, the die is cast. The
MARB has dictated that taxes must go up over the
term of the five-year plan to 40 mills. Spending is
low, and has been cut by the administration to cor-
respond with MARB'’s desires.

It is in the matter of staffing that we have, many
times, asked for study.

The city is in need of a complete audit of staffing
and needs. Personnel are the largest line item in the
budget. The city should have a study on its needs,
and the number of people working for it. Some of this
has taken place via necessity with budget cuts, but
this has been more of an activity of necessity, rather
than a willful understanding of where personnel are
needed. We hope to see something of this nature in
the next two years.

Blight — The city has become, for better or worse,
one of absentee ownership. This has led to a careless
attitude on the parts of many property owners when
it comes to upkeep. Meanwhile, on those proper-
ties owned by residents, we have seen deterioration,
parking of autos on lawns, and other such nuisanc-
es. We hope in the next two years a comprehensive
plan is laid out to combat this matter.

Redevelopment/Economic Development — Dur-
ing the campaign this issue came up as a matter
of course, and, as a matter of course, generalities
were used. Over the next two years we hope a plan
of development can be issued by the city that will
address several key areas: Allingtown and its con-
tinued upgrade, the Center and the use of empty
properties or storefronts, and the shore (particularly
Beach Street), where empty properties are hurting
neighborhoods.

The Haven is a matter that, if it is ever begun and
finished, would serve as an anchor for future ac-
tions, but outside that area of the city, more must
be done. To say that areas of town are languishing
is to understate the case. We hope that some type
of coalition including the city, the business commu-
nity, and representatives of the three major sections
of town can work together to get some type of plan
that will attempt to move the city forward.

%i@ﬁgj Coin
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Caught!

By Rich Lowry]

Syndicated Columnist

Nancy Pelosi said she under-
took impeachment “prayer-
fully,” and apparently what
she was praying was that she
could get it over with as soon
as possible.

The House is preparing to
send a flagrantly incomplete
factual record to the Senate as
the basis of an effort to remove
a sitting president for the first
time in our history.

Pelosi has affected a posture
of heavy-heartedness since
the outset of the process, say-
ing that “there’s no joy in this”
and urging a somber spirit as
Democrats pursue the facts
wherever they may take them
-- so long as that’s not too far
into an election year.

In substantive terms, the
Democrats had a good set of
public hearings before Adam
Schiff’s intelligence commit-
tee in recent weeks -- with one
gaping hole.

They didn’t have anyone
with first-hand knowledge of
Trump’s directives on Ukraine
or his state of mind.

The closest was EU ambas-
sador Gordon Sondland, who,
still, could only “presume” a
quid pro quo over the defense
aid.

There are people who prob-
ably don’t have to presume,
and Sondland named some

of them: Trump’s personal
counsel Rudy Giuliani, act-
ing White House chief of staff
Mick Mulvaney, Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence and Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo. They
all were closer to this than
Sondland, yet Democrats are
happy to make the guy from
the outer bounds of the inner
circle their “star witness” and
forgo the inner circle. To get
the more central witnesses re-
quires litigation since they all
have at least colorable claims
of privilege. The Democrats
don’t want to wait for the
courts.

The minimum requirement
of a historic impeachment
case, only the fourth in our
history, would seem to be a
complete account of the facts.
Schiff used to say as much:
“We have to flesh out all of the
facts for the American people.
The seriousness of the matter
and the danger to our country
demands nothing less.” Now,
the seriousness and the dan-
ger are demanding that Dem-
ocrats rush things along so the
president can be impeached
by the end of the year.

No matter how often Demo-
crats say, “Let’s honor the
Constitution,” their actions
say, “Let’s check the box.”

Democrats have had the dif-
ficulty from the beginning of
trying to build an edifice of

Pelosi prays for expediency

impeachment and removal
atop the narrow foundation of
the Ukraine episode, and now
they aren’t even going to finish
the edifice, content with what
they could complete in a two-
month investigation largely
reliant on the testimony of
people who weren’t around
for the main events (former
U.S. ambassador to Ukraine
Marie Yovanovitch) or were
out of the loop (former Trump
Russia adviser Fiona Hill).

With every day that passes it
becomes a little more absurd
to say Trump should be im-
peached and removed when
the public can make its own
verdict in the election. Besides,
Democrats know that im-
peachment is going nowhere
in the Senate, so why bother
locking down the case to make
it worthy of the gravity of the
process?

They might as well go with
what they have, a partisan im-
peachment pursued on a po-
litical timetable.

During Bill Clinton’s im-
peachment, it was his defend-
ers who were saying, “Let’s
move on.” Now, it's Trump’s
pursuers, who prayerfully and
sorrowfully want to get im-
peachment over with.

Rich Lowry is editor
of the National Review.
(c) 2019 by King Features
Synd., Inc.
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I saw your question in the
Nov. 28 edition of the West
Haven Voice asking who
runs the Apple Festival and
whether it would be possible
to relocate it to the Grove. I am
the Chairman of the Board of
Trustees for the First Congre-
gational Church of West Hav-
en (FCCWH), and I am also on
the Apple Festival Committee.

The Apple Festival is sup-
ported by generous donors
and volunteers spread across
many organizations through-
out the city of West Haven and
Greater New Haven County,
but it is organized and oper-
ated by a group of dedicated
volunteers from the FCCWH.

To answer your reader’s spe-
cific question about relocation,
it would not be possible (to

Grove).
food is prepared on premises
in the church’s commercial

The majority of the

kitchen.

The food prepared outside is
done using the church’s health
permit. The Grove does not
have the facilities necessary
for us to prepare all the food
and operate the food service
station. This is important as
the FCCWH food service sta-
tion generates a sizable por-
tion of the proceeds from the
festival.

Those proceeds are not only
allocated to the various mis-
sions of FCCWH, but thou-
sands of dollars each year is
given right back to commu-
nity organizations such as the
WHHS Band, Community
House, Cub and Boy Scouts,
and many others.

ELEANRE TURKINGTON

from February through Sep-
tember to plan each festival,
the actual setup and break-
down takes 3-4 weeks, which
would not be possible if it

By Eleanore Turkington

were not hosted on
the green and on the church’s
property.

I hope this answers your
reader’s questions. If I can
ever be of assistance regarding
the Apple Festival or anything
else to do with the First Con-
gregational Church, please
feel free to reach out to me at
any time.

Christopher E. Vargo, Jr.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

On Beach Street, there’s a va-
cant lot. It’s on a little hill with
cement steps and iron hand-
rails leading up to it. Would
you know who lived there? I
walk past this area frequently
and I am curious the actual
name of the street it's located

on. The property is located on
the corner.
RF Main Street Resident

Editor’s response: It was once
the site of a large building that
became the original Our Lady of
Victory Church until the pres-
ent edifice was constructed in the
1950s. The steps are remnants of
that era.

You can send your gripes,
questions, suggestions and
comments to gripevine4wh@
aol.com or write to Gripe Vine
c/o of The West Haven Voice,
480 Boston Post Road, Box
4. Please include your name,
address and phone number.
Your information is kept in
strict confidence with me only.

hold the Apple Festival at the =~ While the committee works

Annual Pearl Harbor
rites slated Saturday

By Michael P. Walsh

Special to the Voice

The West Haven Veterans Council will hold an observance of
Pear] Harbor Remembrance Day at 10:30 a.m. Saturday at the
William A. Soderman Memorial on the Veterans Walk of Honor
in Bradley Point Park.

All veterans are invited to participate in the annual ceremony,
which will commemorate the 78th anniversary of the Japanese
surprise attack on Pearl Harbor.

The solemn service will include a presentation of the colors
by the West Haven Police Color Guard and a flag-raising by the
West Haven Fire Department Honor Guard, which comprises
members of the City of West Haven Fire Department Alling-
town, the West Haven Fire Department and the West Shore Fire
Department.

It will feature remarks from Mayor Nancy R. Rossi, Veterans
Council President Dave Ricci and Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
9422 Cmdr. Freddy Jackson.

Lou Esposito, Rossi’s executive assistant, will serve as the mas-
ter of ceremonies.

Representing the Pearl Harbor Survivors Association, Jerry
Lehr, son of the late William C. Lehr, a Pearl Harbor Navy vet-
eran, will read the names of the 18 Connecticut servicemen who
died Dec. 7, 1941, at the U.S. naval base on Oahu, Hawaii. A
member of the West Haven Fire Department will toll the depart-
ment’s chrome bell each instant a name is called.

Lehr, whose father served aboard the destroyer USS Monaghan,
will be accompanied by Florence Stoeber, wife of the late Jack
Stoeber, a Navy vet of Pearl Harbor and Iwo Jima who was a
regular at West Haven'’s Pear]l Harbor rites for many years.

Stoeber, whose ashes were scattered in Pearl Harbor after he
died Jan. 16, 2016, at age 97, was a .50-caliber machine-gunner
aboard the destroyer tender USS Whitney in the Pacific theater
of World War IL

Florence Stoeber’s 6-year-old grandson, Matthew McCann,
will lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

The tribute will also include opening and closing prayers
by West Haven Vietnam Veterans chaplain Elliott Hastings, a
wreath-laying and a rendition of the national anthem by West
Haven High School junior Nora E. Mullins, as well as taps
played by retired West Shore fire Lt. Kevin McKeon.

Student loans offered residents

The Seth Haley Memorial Loan Fund of West Haven provides
eligible college students with loans of up to $2500 to help stu-
dents finish their post high school education.

Applicants must be West Haven residents who have complet-
ed two or more years of college or post-secondary work or be in
their final two years of advanced work. Any West Haven resi-
dent attending college or a post high school professional, tech-
nical or trade school can be eligible for a loan. Repayments do
not begin, and no interest will be charged until one year after
graduation. If you are interested in making an application for a
loan, please call Ralph Lawson, (203) 934-6442.

GRIPEVINE

Do you have a complaint or issue? Fill out this coupon and mail it to
Gripe Vine c/o West Haven Voice, 666 Savin Avenue, West Haven, CT. 06516

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE DATE

GRIPE

PHOTO DESCRIPTION

If you need more writing space, complete your gripe on a separate piece of paper and
submit with this form. Your identity will be kept confidential with Eleanore Turkington,
Gripe Vine Columnist. You can also email your gripe to gripevine4wh@aol.com

%ﬁ'des

Conmvanions

aidesandcompanions.com

Home care by Aides and Companions can be a low cost alternative to more
expensive assisted living programs. We work to ensure our clients stay safe and
healthy at home. We can help to identify needs before they become difficult and
expensive to resolve.

Unlike most home care agencies, Aides and Companions care-givers are all
Certified Nurses Aides or Home Health Aides. All are graduates of state-certified
programs and receives monthly “in-service” training to keep their skills honed.

OUR SERVICES

Live-In Care Daily or Weekly Visits
Overnight Care Caregiver Services
24/7 Care Transportation Services

Respite Care

65 Elm St, West Haven

(203) 777-1234
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Historian’s corner

The hurricane of 1950 blew
through Connecticut late in
the season on Nov. 25. It da-
manged the steeple of the
First Congregational Church,
and toppled the bell from its
moorings. The bell was un-
damaged, however, and soon
a rebuilt steeple housed it to
call worshippers to prayer.

Come to First Congregational Church of WH
and enjoy our annual Christmas Fest!

Saturday
December 7
9:00am — 2:30pm
Come for the fun as you
kick off your Christmas shopping

with our Crafters and Candy Makers,

the Book Sale, and the Clothes Closet.

Experience our Tree, Wreath & More raffle,
the Bake Sale, our Christmas Carol sing, great lunch,

or have your picture taken with Santa 11:30am-2:00pm!!

. 4

First Congregational Church of West Haven, on the West Haven Green

464 Campbell Ave, WH 203-933-6291 fccwesthaven.org

The Hurricane of 1950

Note: This week, we defer to
a past First Church Historian,
Marjorie Phelps, and part of a
narrative she gave to the Vacation
Bible School in August, 1960:

Now, the front of the church
where the steeple is looks
very much as it did a hundred
years ago; but the front of the
church isn’t exactly as it was
a hundred years ago, because
something happened here ten
years ago.

On Nov. 25, 1950, I hap-
pened to be at a wedding at
the church here. It was the
wedding of someone whom
some of you children had for
a first grade teacher up in the
old gymnasium. Do any of
you remember Mrs. Jones?
Well, it was her wedding day.
And such a rainy, windy day
it was. In fact, it was a day
when we had a real hurricane
here in West Haven. Now, I
only live two blocks from the
church, but I took a bus to get
to the church, because it was
raining so very, very hard—I
knew I would be soaked if I
didn’t. And I couldn’t drive
my car.

Well, after the wedding
was over, we all went into the
parlor for a lovely reception.
And we were having a nice
pleasant time visiting around
when the sexton, whose name
was Mr. Duncan, came in;
and he said, “Anybody who
has his car parked outside
the church better move it.
The shutters are beginning
to blow off.” And we looked
out, and it was raining harder
than ever, and sure enough
the trees were bending down,
almost touching the ground,
and shutters had blown off the
church. Well, you never saw a
building empty as fast as that
parish house did. Soon, every-
one was gone from the wed-
ding reception. And I couldn’t
get a bus back to my home—1I
walked; and it was so windy it
was just like pushing against a
wall to get up the street; but I
finally got home. I turned on
the radio and they were tell-
ing about trees coming down
and different things happen-

By Dan Shine

ing during the storm; and
then all of a sudden came a
News Flash! And it said “The
steeple on the First Congrega-
tional Church on West Haven
Green has just blown over”.

Well, the next morning, it
was sun-shiney and quiet and
calm and all the people went
to church. And the steeple lay
in ruins on the steps and to the
side—but there was a sign on
the front of the church which
said, “Church as usual”. But
we had to go in through the
parish house doors.

And the people had a
meeting right after the church
service that morning and they
decided they would rebuild
the steeple. They would raise
the money and they would
put up another steeple just like
the old one.

And so they did and they
made the church a little bit
larger while they were doing
it, so there would be room for
even more people.

And the bell that was in the
old steeple was not broken so
it was put in the new steeple
and that’s the bell that you
hear sometimes on Sunday
mornings calling the people to
church.

Dan Shine is a columnist for
the West Haven Voice, and
former historian of the First
Congregational Church.

Revaluation now underway

West Haven has hired the appraisal company Vision overn-
ment Solutions Inc. of Hudson, Massachusetts, to perform the
city’s state-mandated 2020 revaluation.

Data mailers are being sent to residential property owners to
verify property information. It is essential that all data mailers

are returned.

In the coming year, Vision data collectors will verify informa-
tion on file with the city assessor’s office and visit properties
recently sold, with open building permits or with known physi-

cal changes.

All data collectors will be wearing an ID badge, and their vehi-
cles will be registered with the West Haven Police Department.
Homeowners are encouraged to ask for identification before let-

ting anyone into their homes.

Those questioning the identity of a data collector can call the
Police Department’s nonemergency line at (203) 937-3900 or the
assessor’s office at (203) 937-3515.



WEST HAVEN VOICE

Thursday, December 5, 2019 - Page 9

Stevens likes where she Is....

By Josh LaBella

Voice Reporter

When the West Haven Com-
munity House was founded
in 1941, founder Pauline Lang
wanted to serve residents from
ages 3 to 93. Patricia Stevens
says the organization does
their best to bring that goal to
fruition.

Stevens has been the execu-
tive director of the Commu-
nity House since 2005.

Before that she was associate
executive director for nearly
20 years. Stevens said the sto-
ried nonprofit was founded to
help children and families.

“Over the past 75 years we
have had a lot of configura-
tions,” said Stevens. “But right
now, we have like three gen-
eral components.”

The first component, said
Stevens, is school readiness.
The Community House actu-
alizes this through their head
start program, which is a pre-
school program that serves
144 families in the city.

Stevens said the second ele-
ment is children and youth
services. The director said this
comes in the form of before
and after school programs as
well as assisting children in
need of remedial help in the
lower functioning schools.

The third component is serv-
ing adults with intellectual
disabilities. Stevens said the
program is called Community
Connections.

“It's both day and residen-
tial,” said Stevens. “We have
about 100 clients in the day
program and 23 in our resi-
dential program.”

Stevens made a point to say
that, while there are three
main components of the Com-
munity House services, there
are many other programs they
run and subcomponents with-
in each category. She also said
the agency collaborates and
works with other West Ha-
ven entities such as The West
Haven Emergency Assistance
Taskforce and the department
of Youth and Family Services.

Stevens attended Southern
Connecticut University where
she studied social work. After
graduating, she worked with
the Red Cross in recruiting
blood donors and organizing
events. She worked there for
11 years and during that time
said she did “a little bit of ev-
erything.”

When Stevens got pregnant
with her first child, she took
some time off but eventually
returned to the Red Cross for
another two years. She said
around that time she decided
the work was “a little bit too
much” and applied for a job at
the Community House.

“T live in West Haven,” said
Stevens. “I come from West
Haven. I thought, ‘how hard
could it be?” You drive down

the street to go to work,
whereas before 1 was travel-
ling the state.”

Peter Schwartz was the ex-
ecutive director when she was
hired. Stevens said they could
not figure out the title for her
job when she started but even-
tually settled on assistant ad-
ministrator. She said in this
role she did whatever needed
doing.

When she became pregnant
with her second child, Stevens
said she decided she could not
work anymore. She remained
home until a year later when
the woman who took her posi-
tion also got pregnant.

“Peter called me and asked
me to come back,” said Ste-
vens. “I came back and I'm
still here. What I really like
about this agency is that the
work is really diversified. It
isn’t boring.”

The executive director said
the organization allowed for a
variety of work.

She eventually got her mas-
ters degree from the Univer-
sity of New Haven in Com-
munity psychology. She said
this degree helped her as she
began to oversee many pro-
grams.

Schwartz retired in 2005 and
Stevens was promoted to ex-

PATTY STEVENS

ecutive director. Stevens said
she is thinking about retiring
soon but wants to ensure she
does not “leave a mess” when
she exits the agency.

She said it is important the
West Haven community un-
derstands their work — social
services. According to Ste-
vens, part of the “beauty” of
the Community House is how
many people do get involved
in helping them.

Stevens said the work can be
challenging. She said it can be
hard to retain employees, who
need specialized backgrounds,
with the relatively low pay
that comes with the job. She

also said they are always
searching for more grants and
fundraising opportunities to
keep their programs running.
Additionally, Stevens said
they are always looking at
ways they can better serve the
various communities that fall
under their purview.

Stevens said she is proud of
the work that they do.

“I certainly like the fact that,
I believe, we have an impact
on the community,” said Ste-
vens. “I'm happy that I could
be a part of that. I wasn’t here
when it started. But, hopeful-
ly, it'll be around longer than

1

SUN DECEMBER 8™ « 11 AM -1 PM
RIPTIDE RESTAURANT
38 OCEAN AVE WEST HAVEN, CT
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ITSOLUTIONS WHEN IT MATTERS

NE TWORK INFRASTRUCTURE
BUSINESS CONTINUITY
MANAGED IT SERVICES
T SECURITY

(855) 512-4817

500 Boston Post Road
Milford, CT 06460

180 Glastonbury Blvd., Ste 107

Glastonbury, CT 06033

935 Jefferson Blvd., Ste 1004

| www.tbngconsulting.com |

Warwick, Rl 02888

TBNG

CONSULTING

info@tbngconsulting.com
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CHARISMA IS ON THE CASES
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RESERVE POWER.

BRING THE SHIP
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Just Like Cate & Dogs by Dave T. Phipps I

YOU SHOULD BE THANKING ME. ONE
PAIR OF SHOES WAS $100 BUT THREE COMPLA
PAIR WERE $275. I SAVED YOU MONEY! NTS

We Thank West Haven for the Opportunity
to Design Their Renovated High School

27| Fairfield Avenue 301 Merritt 7
Bridgeport, CT 06604 Norwall, CT 06851
antinozzi.com

“I'd like to register a formal complaint.®
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NEED A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA ?

If not now, then when?

High School
ﬂ Credit Diploma Program
- Registration:

_ New Students — January 2-8
Returning Students — January 6-9

J—— .——?—-ﬂ'ﬂgf:- .|I

Call for an appointment (203) 937-4375

WEST HAVE

¢ = &

OM|

Six Professional Ice Carvers
Eight A Cappella Groups

Free Parking
(see website for details)

Hot Cocoa Contest
Craft Activities
Free Carriage Rides
Discounts to Retailers

Raffle & more!

The Shops at Yale

Plan your visit at
TheShopsatYale.com/
Holidays

The Chapel Streef Historic & Broadway
Districts in downtown New Haven.

OvY (©

@TheShopsatYale

Sraven
we’ve gob it all!
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Photo by Russ McCreven

Battle
for possession

Alexis Padilla leads the
fight for Starzz in Mack-
rille action last week at the
Mackrille gym. The West Ha-
ven Girls Basketball League’s
Junior Division opened its
2019-2020 season.

Hawks win 8U crown

The West Haven Seahawks 8U football team (13-0) finished a
perfect season and earned the New England Pop Warner Cham-
pionship with a hard-earned 26-18 win over a very talented
Dorchester Eagle team (12-1).

Dorchester who represented Massachusetts marched down the
field on their first possession for an early 6-0 lead. The Seahawks
responded on the next series capped off by a Tristian Crawford
touchdown run to take a 7-6 lead after one quarter of play.

The teams traded scores in the second quarter for a Seahawk
half-time lead of 13-12. Seahawk Quarterback Majesty Whita-
ker executed a spectacular 38-yard touchdown run in the third
quarter to put the Seahawks up 19-18 after three quarters.

Crawford scored his third touchdown of the game late in the
fourth quarter to seal the Seahawk championship 26-18.

The Hawk’ offensive line opened holes for the running back
all game and was led by CJ Schlauder, Joshua Johnson, Skyler
Sanford, Mohammed Turay and Kayden Loyola. Great tackling
on defense was William Pastore, Jacari Harris, Mason Booker,
Jayden Spell, Kahlil Tomlinson and Chace Stanley.

The 8U (7- and 8-year-olds) only play through the regional
championship and finish the 2019 campaign with an impressive
win, undefeated season and regional championship.

West Haven 8U running back Trlstlan CraW- undefeated w1th a record of 13 0. R1ght - Se-
ford (4) drags a Dorcester defender into the ahawk defenders converge on a Dorchester
endzone for his third score of the day. The Eagle runningback with help from Brody Coe
Seahawks won the New England Champi- (40) and Kahlil Tomlinson (5).Stong defense
onship game, 26-18, and finished the season helped the team throughout the year.
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Squirt A squad takes 7-3 victory

The West Haven Squirt A
travel hockey team beat Won-
derland, 7-3, at Bennett Rink
on Saturday to notch its 10th
win of the season.

The Blue Devils shut down
the Wizards of Bridgeport be-
hind Cameren Lipford’s five
goals and one assist, and goal-
tender Alex Werle’s 24 saves.
The dynamic duo was sup-
ported by center Tyler Silva (1
goal, 2 assists), forward Ryan
Walsh (1 goal) and defense-
man Kyle Guarino (2 assists),
who also made several poke
checks in key situations.

Walsh put the Westies on the
scoreboard first, crashing the
net and rebounding a shot by
Silva at 5:04 of the first period.
Lipford made it 2-0 just over
two minutes later, catching
a pass from Silva in the West
Haven zone, deking his way
up to the net, and backhand-
ing a shot high to the glove
side. The Wizards answered
nine seconds later to make it
a one-shot game. At 1:01 of
the first, Lipford fired a wrist
shot from the right faceoff dot
to put the Blue Devils up 3-1.
Kyle Guarino assisted on the
play.

At 6:59 of the second, Silva
rebounded a shot by Lipford
and backhanded the puck
into the upper corner to make
it 4-1. Lipford then scored a
short-handed goal to put the

Westies up by four late in the
period.

Less than two minutes into
the third, Lipford one-timed
a laser pass from forward Mi-
chael D’Aiuto to make it 6-1.
After the Wizards cut it to 6-2,
Lipford scored on a pass from
Kyle Guarino and forward
David D’Aiuto at 7:30 of the
period to give the Blue Devils
a five-goal lead. The Wizards
scored once more at 5:27 of the
third to pull within four.

On Sunday, West Haven fell
6-4 to Darien Al in a hard-
fought game at the Darien Ice
House.

The Blue Devils came out
strong, opening the contest
with three straight goals. Lip-
ford scored first on a rebound
from forward Aedan Guarino.
Michael D’Aiuto made it 2-0,
crashing the net and scoring
on a rebound set up by Walsh
and Kyle Guarino. Lipford
gave the Westies a three-goal
lead at 6:59 of the first, going
coast-to-coast before slipping
a shot between the Darien
goaltender’s legs.

Darien answered with three
successive goals of its own,
however, and tied the contest
at 10:56 of the second. Lip-
ford put the Blue Devils up
4-3 at 5:31 of the period after
Westies defenseman Andrew
Grillo made one of the defen-
sive plays of the game. With

Darien pressuring in the West
Haven zone and tying Werle
up on the left side of the net,
Grillo dived across the ice to
block a shot and stop a sure-
fire goal. Lipford then picked
up the loose puck, deked his
way into the Darien zone, and
wristed a shot from inside the
box high to the blocker side.

Darien tied it at 10:57 of the
third and netted the game-
winner at 1:24 of the period.
The team added a final goal 17
seconds later.

Werle tallied 23 saves for the
Blue Devils.

The West Haven Peewee
A travel hockey team used
solid goaltending, tough de-
fense and balanced scoring to
post two wins over the week-
end. The Blue Devils defeated
Darien A, 3-1, and Western
Minor, 6-1. West Haven is
now 13-13-1 overall and 12-9-0
in CHC league play.

On Saturday night at Stam-
ford Twin Rinks, the Westies
faced Darien which had beat-
en West Haven, 8-0, earlier in
the season. After a scoreless
first period, Darien took a 1-0
lead off a scramble in front of
the West Haven goal midway
through the second.

Alex Bowery tied the game
for the Westies six minutes
later when he stole the puck
from a defenseman and slid it
through the five-hole.

Early in the third period,
Ryan Pniewski hustled to
keep the puck in the Darien
zone. Bowery took it off the
boards and centered to Ronnie
Mastroni for a one-timer and a
2-1 lead. Jacob Silva (17 total
saves) made a couple of clutch
saves during a Darien power
play late in the third. Mastroni
then iced the game when Sean
Studley won a face off to him
and he snapped a wrist shot
bar down for the 3-1 win.

On Sunday morning at Ed-
ward L. Bennett Rink, the
Westies hosted Western Minor
and posted the 6-1 win. Mas-
troni picked up right where he
left off when he gathered the
opening face off and fired a la-
ser over the goalie’s shoulder
seven seconds into the game.

The Colonials tied the con-
test in the opening minute of
the second period and went
on a power play looking for
more. Bowery denied them
when he took Jonathan Char-
bonneau’s pass and slid a shot
inside the far post for a short-
handed score.

West Haven then took over
the game from there.Brady
Price took the puck to the net
and Chris Consorte cleaned it
up with six seconds left in the
second. Zach Melchiore made
it 4-1 in the third with help-
ers from Price and Consorte.
Mastroni fed Bow- ery for

a long wrist shot and Dylan
Bosworth finished the scoring
with a breakaway goal with
Matt Kelly assisting. Greg Ga-
lasso was clutch with his glove
and finished with 18 saves.

The West Haven Bantam A
travel hockey team won its
only game of the week, defeat-
ing the Ramapo Saints, 8-0,
Saturday afternoon at the Ed-
ward L. Bennett Rink.

Cade Simone led the way
with two goals and an assist,
Michael Madera added a goal
and an assist, while Dante
Hardt and Gabe Mongelli each
had two assists.

West Haven took control
of the game with three goals
in a span of 41 seconds in
the opening period. Cam
Delvecchio got the ball roll-
ing with a goal off an assist
from Sean Bosworth, before
Mickey Dowd scored off an
assist from Jayden Spreyer 31
seconds later. Just 10 seconds
later. Madera took a pass from
Simone and scored for a 3-0
advantage.

The Westies increased the
lead to 4-0 with 1:10 remaining
in the second as Dave Brown
scored off assists from Mon-
gelli and Hardt.

West Haven put the game
away with four goals in the
third period. Will Giaquinto
scored off assists from Matt

See Hockey, page 14
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[tems Needed

= U.S. Passport or Birth Certificate & 2nd ID (Your current CT License/ID)
(Possibly Marriage License to show name changes)
= Social Security Card (original)

= 2 pieces of mail within the last 90 days
No extra DMV fee if renewing - $30 duplicate fee may apply

Get Verified - Quick & Easy

CT License or ID Renewal

Lost CT License/ID
Replacement

Address Change
Name Change

For any CT Resident

Easy Access & Ample Parking

$8 convenience fee + DMV fees

City of West Haven

DVV

EXPRESS

State of Connecticut’s
Only Municipal DMV Partner

West Haven City Hall, 355 Main St

West Haven, CT 06516 Basement Level

Tues, Wed, Friday 9 am - 3:30 pm; Thursday 9 am - 5:30 pm

Operated by the West Haven Chamber of Commerce
In partnership with the City of West Haven & CT DMV

203-933-1500 « westhavenchamber.com

Walk-In Service and Appointments available online

West Haven

W
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Chamber of Commerce
Connections, Community, Commifment
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Hockey:. Bantams take a triple on ice

Continued from page 13
Stevens and Jason Alling, 4:16
in, Simone scored an unassist-
ed goal with 6:06 remaining,
then added another tally off
assists from Kyle Droney and
Madera. Chris Adkins round-
ed out the scoring, assisted by
Hardt and Mongelli.

Bryan Hong and Brendan
Smith each played well in goal,

combining for the shutout.
West Haven’s defense of Bos-
worth, Brown, Alling, Haygen
Axelrod, Josh Gyolai and Matt
Wezenski each played very
well to aid in the shutout.

The West Haven Bantam A
travel hockey team won three
games this weekend.

On Saturday, the Blue Dev-
ils traveled to South Kent

to play Northwestern and
came away with a 6-4 victory.
Northwestern jumped out to
an early lead, but the Westies
took the lead by the end of
the first with unassisted goals
from Yousaf Ullah and Matt
Wright.

In the second period, Javed
Ullah connected on a pass
from Zack Fonda to take a

y
i ﬂ‘.
!

3-2 lead into the third. After
falling behind 4-3 halfway
through the third, the Wes-
ties tied the game on a goal
from Wright off an assist from
Alex Kurowski. The Westies
took the lead on a goal from
Yousaf Ullah off an assist from
Ashley Welch. An empty net
goal from Wright, for his hat
trick, and 24 saves from Austin
Fruin sealed the win.

On Sunday morning, the
Westies started December in
Pawling, New York against
Trinity-Pawling and posted a
7-2 victory. Trailing 1-0, Cody
Rocchio answered back 30 sec-
onds later with assists to Dan-
ny Johnson and Carson Lee.

The Westies added goals
from Fonda (Javed Ullah as-
sisted), Yousaf Ullah (unas-
sisted and short-handed) and
Nate Chiappetta (Kurowski
assisted) to end the first period

Ullah (unassisted), Jamie Ker-
zner, his first of the season
off an assist from Kurowski,
and a short-handed goal from
Wright off an assist from
Fruin.

Both teams were held score-
less in the third as West Haven
won 7-2. Fruin had 22 saves.

In their third game of the
weekend, the Westies faced
off against the Southern Stars
and once again fell behind in
the first period before posting
the victory. The Westies were
unable to get a puck past the
Stars goalie until the third pe-
riod when Fonda scored off
assist from Welch and TJ] Lev-
enduski to tie the game.

With four minutes left on
the clock, Yousaf Ullah found
a seam to get around the Stars
defense and tucked a puck
around an outstretched Stars
goalie. Despite a valiant ef-
fort from the Stars, Fruin and

up, 4-1.
L

Photo courtesy Mike Madera.

Dante Hardt (2) and Dave Brown (17) celebrate a goal by Will Giaquinto (11) against Ramapo

in Bantam A action Saturday.
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Anniversaries | Baptisms | Bar/Bat Mitzvahs | Birthdays | Meetings

Communions | Fund Raisers | Reunions | Showers

| Wedding Receptions

‘% \We accommodate up to 200 Guests, Full Kitchen Facility, Bar Room Facility and Stage, Deck/Patio and Grill,
Full Audio & Video Projector, LED Dance Lights, Wireless Internet, Ample Parking, ADA Compliant Access

WEST RIVER HALL

= -
FOR RESERVATIONS, CALL: ==

(203) 937-0088

EMAIL:
info@westriverhall.com

37 ORLANDO STREET
WEST HAVEN, CT 06516

WEB:
www.westriverhall.com

the rest of the Westies shut the
door and win the game, 2-1.

In the second period, the
Westies got goals from Yousaf

Girls hoops opens
Junior Division year

West Haven Girls Basketball kicked off its Junior Division
schedule with the Bruins and Panthers jumping out with two
wins to start the season.

The Chuck’s Garage Panthers outlasted the TBNG Eagles, 13-3,
as Jaecianna Mitchell hit for 6 points in the win. Kylie Gibbons,
Jaearrah Mitchell, Aleya Lachance and Jocelyn Silber also scored
for the Panthers. The Eagles were led by the play of Perez Rosa-
rio and Asihan Tuzco.

The Panthers used the scoring of Tiranka Keita, Hayden Holm,
Jaecianna Mitchell and Jaearrah Mitchell to upend the Oyster
River Energy Cardinals. The Cardinals were led on the defen-
sive end by Cristel Miguel and Danavia Pittman.

The Emmett’'s Auto Bruins, using the scoring of Sarah Went,
Amare Bennett and Jada Turner, downed the Oster River Car-
dinals 15-6 to open the season. Cristel Miguel accounting for
all the Cardinal scoring and Parish Rutledge played well for the
Cardinals.

Samantha Boyd, Yeganeh Mohammadkhani, Jada Turner and
Sarah Went led the offensive attack as the Bruins downed the
Gunning Law Huskies, 19-8. The Huskies were led by scoring
of Taryn Walker, Lehanna Philogene and Ella McDonnell.

The Huskies opened the season with a 20-7 win over the Pros-
pect Fish and Game Blue Devils. Finley Gunning and Taryn
Walker combined for 16 points in the win. Sophia Empric also
scored for the Huskies. Terrianna Rodgers and Kylee McCort
accounted for the Blue Devil scoring.

Perez Rosario and Justice Butler combined for 8 points as the
TBNG Eagles held off the Prospect Fish and Game Blue Devils,
8-5. The Blue Devil attack was led by Timyra Rodgers, Talia
Decresenzo and Isabella Vanbrederode.

BEST FOOD MART

Call To Order: 203-931-1 390

BREAKFAST SPECIAL
Bacon, Egg, & Cheese 5249 f;f'p'ﬁ

COLD AND HOT SANDWICH SPECIAL
Hard Roll 4% Foot Long Sub %6

Cold
$399
$499

Hot
$499
$R99

Hard Rolls
Foot Long Sub

with this ad
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Friends renew holiday tradition

By Dan Shine

Special to the Voice

Each year, the holidays have
their familiar routines for fam-
ilies and friends, and most of
us can recall at least one an-
nual routine with a smile. For
a group of lifelong friends,
Thanksgiving has its own
tradition that has been main-
tained for more than a quar-
ter-century.

The Boys of Autumn can cer-
tainly think of one: they call it
The Turkey Bowl.

It all began in 1994: Two
teenaged brothers and a broth-
er-in-law rounded up a group
of friends and began holding
an informal football game ev-
ery Thanksgiving morning, as
a means of fellowship and as a
way to work up a good appe-
tite for the Thanksgiving feast
that would follow.

They were all Westies: a
group of classmates who had
mostly known each other
since childhood.

Together they would gather
on an open field, sometimes
Brennan Field, sometimes be-
hind Bailey Middle School,
and a game of tackle football
would ensue.

But often, the football game
would lead to trips to the hos-
pital for one or two of the con-
tenders, who had zigged when
they ought to have zagged.

As the years went by, the
Thanksgiving routine gath-
ered a reputation and at-
tracted additional players. By
now, the core group were 30-
ish and had discovered that
falling down wasn’t as much
fun as it used to be.

Thus, tackle football was re-
placed by two-handed touch
football, and finally flag foot-
ball, complete with a time
clock and official linemen.

The group was divided into
the “over 30s” and the “under
30s” who played against each
other while their wives and
children—and dogs--watched.

For now, some of the Boys

of Autumn were fathers and
family men. And their chil-
dren grew up. And today,
some of them are participating
in the Turkey Bowl, alongside
their fathers, many of whom
are now in their forties.

This Thanksgiving marks
the 26th playing of the event,
which in past years has been
played in freezing cold, falling
snow, and torrential rain.

We wish them luck—and
many more years of playing
The Turkey Bowl.

Our thanks to Mike Hawes for
contributing this story.

WestieBlue.com

For all your West Haven sports, visit
www.westieblue.com

Photos  Videos
Future Westies
Team Leaders

Alumni
Statistics

Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni

Player of the Week ~ WH Championship teams

Hall of Fame
Coaches Information
And more

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site
Contact Mike Madera
Phone: (203) 530-1322
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com

WH News and Notes
Coaches Corner

Top -- The young war-
riors in the early days of the
“Turky Bowl: Matt Bennett,
John Bennett, Mike Hawes,
Jeff Nattrass, Joe Michel,
Jon Hawes, Matt Bombace,
Klarn Deplama, Joe Baxter,
and Ray Guarino. Front row:
Bruce Berthel, Tony, Pete, Jay
Perrone, and Danny Shine.
Below -- The more mature
warriors, this time with their
offspring.
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Try Our Omelettes - Starting at $5.00!

o

30
AUCTIONS

Our Menu Includes:

Salads, Grinders,
wraps, Burgers,
Pasta. Greek Items

Line dn or Fake Out

LUNCH SPECTA,;

= FRILCAN of SODL ;

WITE PURLESF I ESUR 6P
CLUE SED [[A]

142 Campbell Ave

(formerly Cafe Haven)

(203) 934-4407

X Grassy Hill Auctions
$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Always Buying
Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments
(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone
& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken

or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, & ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old

Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting & H H
Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken .Jewelry,‘JUde M DICheIe & BI” PaStore

Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,
Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,
Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical

Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial

Iltems, Winchester ltems, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney
Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,
Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk
Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern

Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political ltems,

Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs...
& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES

&

Owners
(203) 868-1816

GrassyHillAuctions.com

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!
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Youth league publicists reminded of deadlines

The winter sports season is set to be-
gin in baseketball.

The West Haven Voice would like to
remind league publicists and coaches
of the requirements for weekly re-
ports. All leagues are to have one pub-
licist through whom all stories come.
Our rule is: we will edit it, headline it
and print it, but we will not write it.

Coaches are reminded to check with
their league officials as to the protocol

EMMETT'S AUTO SERVICE
REPAIRS AUTO BODY TOWING 24 HRS

to be followed in order to have games
published in the Voice. No individual
games will be accepted. All games
must be through the league’s publicist.

Deadline for copy is Tuesday at 10
a.m. unless prior clearance is given by
the editor for a later submission. All
copy must be in paragraph form and
is subject to the same editing for clar-
ity, grammar and space as are all other
submissions.

|
"/lf\&E

EMMETT MAHER

*Storefronts

*Crustom Work Is Our Specialfy

Your one stop Glass Shop

since 1982/

“lllll
GLASS
OWNER I"II;. ]

"Tub & Shower Enclosures

Pictures are welcome and will be
published on an “as need” basis. Pic-
tures should be accompanied by the
names of the players involved, the ac-
tion in the photo, and the score of the
game.

All games must have scores in those
divisions where scores are kept. We
understand some younger divisions
do not keep score, but those that do
should be reported accordingly.

For information on sports submis-
sions, please call the Voice office,
(203) 934-6397 during regular business
hours.

Every game!
Every week!
Every league!
Voice sports!

BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

Renew e Refresh » Relieve

aeglass.com

559 Baston Post Road
West Haven, CT 06516
Tel: 203 9374527
Fax: 203.937 9869

Serene Rituals Studio

Gonnie Gatison
Studio Owner

Licensed Massage & Physical Therapist
The kind of wellness you deserve

(203) 301-0611

emmettsautoct.com

RON DUGAY
PAVING / SEALCOATING
Driveways * Parking Lots
Patching = Striping * Gracing
Skidsteer Service = Light Excavation

Concrete Work « Hot Crack Filling

RON DUGAY 203-901-9486

SHEETROCK e CEILINGS ¢ WALLS
INSTALLS ¢ FINISHING

- REPAIRS -

' FRAMING
¢ INSULATION
_1" FREE ESTIMATES

(203) 901-2136

Lic# HIC 0647093 e Insured

Jobey A. Jacob, M.D.

% g wle g it

West Have

«(Pediatrics

367 Eim Strest,
Wesl Haven, CT 06516
Phone: (203) 932-3227

Accepting New Patients fax; (203) 931-2848

www westhavenpedialncs com

Tree Remova

Aurora Tree & Landscape
Tree Removal
Storm Damage Clean-up
Free Estimates Insured
Greg Aurora
(203) 619-2301

Tree Installation

Ematl nfoldaeglass.com

Anthony Ugalik Ed Unalik Bob Ugolik

GB Masonry

Stone Walls * Sidewalks * Pavers
Chimneys * Brickwork * Flagstone
Stone Siding * Stucco
Fully Insured -- Quality Work!
17 years Experience
Jimmy-- 203-206-1159
gbmasonrystone@gmail.com

263-033-4826

www.MGMcarting.com

Roll Off Dumpsters for Commercial & Residential
Tri-Axle Dump Truck Service

PRESSURE WASHING

Houses & Decks » Deck Staining
Patios & Flag Stones « Fences
BBB Member

Call Buddy

Cell: 203.915.6546 Insured Hamden, CT

YOUR FIRST
VISIT

T THES (.AFSD ALY, KEW CLEENTS OMX vouR EUTLRE

serene.rituals.studio@gmail.com
Facebook @ serene rituals studio

Sette Landscaping, LLC

The grass is greener on the Sette side

Joseph F. Sette
Lawn Specialist

Licensed
Insured

Residential Commercial

Everything Landscaping
Lawn Repair Specialists

203) 932-1009

X Mike's Affordable
% Limo Service
This Is Not An Uber Ride

203-768-8011

mvern@icloud.com

www.mikesaffordablelimo.com
Best Rates
In Business Over 30 Years

Open 24 Hours
West Haven, CT 06516

“We'll Be Pleased
To Serve
You...”

o
B&D TILLOTSON PHOTOGRAPHICS

@RAPHIC DESIGN

(203)691-8885

A Veteran Owned Business
FOR PERSONAL * BUSINESS * RESALE

Call or e-mafil for appeiniments

Bruce Tillotson Photographer Owner
Dani Till Graphic Desig

e-mail: banddrillotson@gmail.com

}/HDI'TIE

Heating & Air Conditioning LLC

DAVID TEODOSIO
President

8 Coyle Drive, West Haven, CT 06516
203-932-5484 | www.homehvac.net
homeheatinghvac@gmail.com

Fully Licensed & Insured | "Craftsmanship Still Exists"
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY HOME IMPROVEMENT PLUMBING PROBLEMS? change machines. Also wall-
Looking for Avon? Repairs -- Walls and ceilings, Leaky faucets, leaky show- mount vending machines. Call
Call Phyllis Franco, sheetrock, carpentry. Free es- ers, and pipes, bathroom 203-687-1201. - - -
(203) 932-9367, timates. Insured HC#0647093. sinks, common toilet problems, VOICe ClaSSIfIEdS
And I'll drop off a brochure. Bill (203) 901-2136. clogged sinks and drains, hot BASEBALL!
Over 30 years experience Play Fine Music Well. Piano water heaters installed, gar- Is your child spending too Work for yOU!
Friendly service. lessons in your home since bade disposals. Call (203) 584- much time on the baseball
1992, beginners welcome, 6868. bench? Use the winter to
FOR RENT reasonable rates. Details, FOR SALE let me perfect your game. -
Harborview Condominiums Openings, References: (203) Various vending machines for Karl 203-252-0395. Give us a call --
Commercial space available 479-4467 sale. Standing gumball to large
In this professional building. machines: soda, candy and (203) 934'6397
Desk/Space from $295/month.

Full office with waiting area . . . . . .
$695/month, includes off-street | Established residential remodeling/light commercial Y

=
Paﬁﬁg‘?ég’rﬁ?jggfgg{;;*;osgfveic“;g‘* construction firm seeks full time carpenter. g PROPERTY MAN AGEMENT 5

Call us for an interview.
(203) 932-6455.

Fran x 301 Health benefits available.

Call us for an interview.

GUTTER CLEANING e ;
Jay's Gutter Cleaning. Minor Includes life insurance policy.

repairs, tree work, hedge-
timming, _ power  washing. Matching retirement plan available.
Insured. Free estimates. Call
(203) 506-9384.

We specialize in Condo
Association Management

and Multi Families.

31 years experience.

Applicants must have 7 years of experience mini-

SITUATIONS WANTED mum, transportation & ability to pass a background
Home health aide/caregiver. check.
15 years’ experience. Can pro-
vide transportation to doctor’s

thores, eLcI- Cantdo O\éerl-lnigr_,tg- Good work ethic is a must. This position is for a car-
Reasonable rates. Call (475) | henter who is looking for a home with opportunities
to be promoted. This is a full time, 52 weeks per year

job opportunity.

For more information, call Fran x 301

Apartment to share. Large bed- M ( 3) 93 55
;‘:‘°";brx‘2:‘" ot;f”:tr:;‘i‘”sarflgﬁte All interested candidates should e-mail resume with
cleaning available. Pergect fgl" gualifications to 140 Captain Thomas Bivd,

college student. $120/week. West Haven, CT
Call Ron, (203) 907-6993. Mr. St. John at jobinwesthaven@gmail.com. imREALTY SERVICES LLC
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____King Crossword____ macic MazE @ —CHARGE IO L Answers

to last week's
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1 Temperate 43 Afternoon party 11 Pitch by Linda Thistle u ZZI@S
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8 Lovers' quarrel author recitation 2 4 3
12 Sandwich treat 47 Do, re, mi, fa, 20 Ewe's mate NCAVALRYLRINHEFP _ y: _
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14 Small combo 51 Mongolian tent ish DBYKKXAVREVOCTU Bl % 2 Answers
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Knights take 69th Green Bowl

The Notre Dame football
team used a big second half,
a strong defensive effort,
and five turnovers to win the
Green Bowl for the 14th year
in a row in their 42-7 win over
Hamden.

Leading 14-7 at halftime, the
Green Knights scored four un-
answered touchdowns, two
in each quarter of the second
half, to pull away for the win.

Jackson Zalinsky threw two
of his four touchdown pass-

es within 90 seconds of each
other as Notre Dame scored
twice late in the third quarter
to break the game open.

Zalinsky, who was 9-16 for
142 yards, found Tommy Can-
delora on the far sideline for
a 23-yard scoring strike with
2:21 left in the third quarter.
For Candelora, it was his 10th
touchdown reception of the
season, and allowed him to
record a touchdown in every
game.

Hamden did not catch the
ensuing kickoff, allowing
Notre Dame to recover it at the
Green Dragon 30-yard line.

Three plays later, Zalin-
sky proceeded to hit Aiden
Stankiewicz on a 16-yard
touchdown connection and
the Green Knights lead grew
to 28-7 in a 74-second span.

Zalinsky punctuated his final
game as a Green Knight with
a two-yard touchdown run on
the Green Knights next pos-

Photo courtesy of NDWH

The Notre Dame Knights mug it up for the camera following a convincing victory in the 69th

Green Bowl at Hamden High.

session and Notre Dame led
35-7 with 9:27 left in the game.

The Green Knights defense,
which was stout all game long,
added to the final score when
Robbie Oliverio returned an
Isaiah Riley overthrown pass
47 yards for the game’s fi-
nal score with 8:22 left in the
game.

Notre Dame’s defense held a
high-scoring and potent Ham-
den offense in check for the
majority of the game, while
also forcing five turnovers.
Notre Dame recovered three
Hamden fumbles while Mi-
chael Consorte added a sec-
ond interception for the Green
Knights.

“We knew we would need
to play well defensively to
win today and we did,” said
Notre Dame head coach Joe
DeCaprio. “The key to it was
tackling and we tackled well.
We knew we had to stop the
run and that’s what we did.”

For the game, Notre Dame
held Hamden to 228 total
yards and nine first downs.
They held the powerful Ham-
den ground attack to only 132
yards rushing.

Chris Pigatt had five catches
for 89 yards, and four carries
for 16 yards. Tymell Haynes
had nine carries for 59 yards
to pace Hamden’s rushing at-
tack.

After Notre Dame took a 7-0

lead on a Zalinsky to Austin
Pieck touchdown pass on its
first possession, Hamden tied
the game with 20 seconds left
in the first quarter when the
electrifying and elusive Pi-
gatt snared a Riley pass with
one-hand and outraced three
Green Knight defenders for an
83-yard score.

For Notre Dame, Damian
Blount ran 29 times for 142
yards as the Green Knights
maintained the ball for almost
30 minutes. Candelora added
his 10th and 11th touchdown
receptions and also scored via
a fumble return against Hand,
an interception return against
St. Joseph’s and a kickoff re-
turn against Fairfield Prep.
With his four touchdown
passes, Zalinsky wound up
with 23 for the season.

“I am proud of our seniors,”
said Notre Dame head coach
Joe DeCaprio. “We fought and
we fought and battled through
so many injuries and stuck to-
gether and were able to come
out on top and end the season
on a positive note.”

With the win, Notre Dame
finishes with a 6-4 record for
the second straight season. It
was also the Green Knights
14th win in a row in the 69-

year series. Notre Dame now
holds a 46-21-2 all-time record
heading into the 70th Green
Bowl next year.

Vertical Church, Molloy Road, served 1200 families in the greater New Ha-
ven area. On Tuesday 400 families from Savin Rock, Washington, Pagels, Bai-
ley, Carrigan, and Forest Schools; as well as the Head Start Program of the
Community House were served a Thanksgiving basket including turkey and

Church reaches out
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trimmings. Vertical Church Outreach Team with Savin Rock School Principal
Taryn Driend, Mayor Rossi, Pastor Ken Vance, and Councilwomen Robin Watt
Hamilton. Regina Mullings of Vertical Church Outreach team is shown bring-
ing in bags for Community House of West Haven.
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Around Town

Christmas celebration

New Life Church located at 255 Jones Hill Road.
invite you and your children (ages 5-10) to its first
Christmas Celebration on Dec. 14, from 10-1:15.
The Christmas Celebration will include: Decorat-
ing of gingerbread houses, 10:15-10:55; Reading of
Christmas story, 11:00-11:15; Candy Cane Craft,
11:20-11:40; Snack time of Christmas cookies and
juice, 11:45-12:10; Story of the Birth of Jesus & a gift
for the Children, 12:15-1:15.Please RSVP, (203) 934-
3022. Please leave your name, phone, and the num-
ber of children. A confirmation reply will be made.
An adult must be present with the child during the
festivities. An adult area with coffee, tea and cookies
will be available during the activities, but adults are
welcome to stay with the children.

Holiday Bazaar

The West Haven Garden Club will have its Holi-
day Bazaar on Thursday, Dec. 5 from 9-2. It will take
place at the West Haven City Hall, 355 Main St. The
bazaar will have handcraft items, Christmas tree raf-
fle, plants, and bake sale plus so much more. This is
to include money, which is being raised for a bench
for a child shot in Newtown. The bench will be put
at the pink playground on the beach.

Christmas Fest

First Congregational Church is hosting its annual
Christmas Fest on the Green on Saturday, Dec 7,
from 9 to 2:30. The festival will have exciting craft
and candy vendors, lunch, bake sale, and a kids” ac-
tivity table and surprise tree. The Book Sale, Clothes

Closet, and White Elephant sale will all be open as
well. We'll have decorated trees, wreaths, and other
items being raffled off. Have your picture taken with
Santa between 11:30 and 2. There is a collection of
food for WHEAT. Questions? Contact First Congre-
gational Church at (203) 933-6291.

Santa breakfast

The West Haven Italian-American Civic Associa-
tion is sponsoring a Breakfast with Santa on Sunday,
Dec. 15 from 10-1 at the Cielo Banquet Hall, 85 Chase
Lane. Cost is $10 for members, $12 for non-mem-
bers. Children 10 and under eat free. All Children
must be registered with name, age and sex. RSVP
by Dec 11. Contact: Rich Frey, (203) 215-8698 or Lisa
Aguzzi, (203) 927-6467. The buffet-style breakfast
includes pancakes, scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage,
coffee and juice.

Christmas events

The First and Wesley United Methodist Church par-
ish is sponsoring two holiday events the weekend of
Dec. 7-8. A Living Nativity (an outdoor re-creation
of the Christmas story), is scheduled for Saturday,
Dec. 7, from 2-4.

This is a Christmas gift to the community. Experi-
ence the story of Christ’s birth by seeing the manger
scene with costumed characters. During the event,
parishioners will distribute free gifts (hats/mittens)
to children, provide hot chocolate, and host a chil-
dren’s craft area.

The next day, the 2nd annual Praise & Worship
Concert “Light of Hope, is scheduled for 4 p.m.

The concert is free and includes a wide variety of

sacred music. *Your generous freewill offering will be
used for the many ministries of the church. There’ll
also be 17 handmade light-up snowman couples (ap-
prox. 7”x6”x6” each) available to purchase to benefit
the church.

Breakfast with Santa

First Lutheran Church is sponsoring Breakfast with
Santa at the church, 52 George St, on Saturday, Dec.
14, from 9-12.

There will be activities and photos with Santa. Tick-
ets available at door For more info, call Kyla (203)
859-2088

Atlantic City trip

F. Seniors and Friends are running a trip to Atlantic
City on Jan. 6-8, at Resorts Casino. Cost of the trip is
doubles, $235; triples, $229, single, $319. Four meals,
two shows and slot play included.

Reservation must be with a deposit is $50 person
with final payment due Nov. 29. Call Fred Morgillo,
(203) 389-5808, or (203) 927-4249.

Coin Show

The Liberty Coin Club of West Haven, organized
in1962, will host a Coin Show on Sunday,, and Dec.
15, at the Elks Club, 265 Main St., from 9 a.m. to 2
p-m. Admission is free.

Anyone with an interest in buying, selling or col-
lecting coins, or with questions about coins, is wel-
come to attend.

Expert dealers and collectors will be on hand.

Luxurious
Affordable
Assisted & Memory Care

SEACREST

588 Ocean Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516

203-931-2510
www.seacrestweb.com

Submitted Photo

Bounty for
Thanksgiving

The true meaning of
Thanksgiving was evident
at Holly Hill Childcare and
Learning Center in Orange.
Thanks to the generosity of
the children and parents of
the center several parishio-
ners of the First Lutheran
Church of West Haven en-
joyed bountiful Thanksgiv-
ing baskets filled with every-
thing needed for a wonderful
holiday dinner. Pastor Phil
Krakowiak (rear right) was
overwhelmed when he was
presented with the basketsby
Debbie Manson Fedorko,
managing director (back, left)
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Open Mon-Sat: 8 am - 10 pm

Sun: 10 am - 6 pm
American Owned & Operated Since 1971
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