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Voice Profile
An in-depth feature 

Keith Sweeney named city’s 
Irishman of the Year!

~ See page 9
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Black History Month honorees
Top -- West Haven African American Citizen of the Year Freddy Jackson, third from left, is 

joined by his wife, Miriam Silas Jackson, second from left, as he receives a citation from Mayor 
Nancy R. Rossi and West Haven Black Heritage Committ ee Chairman Steven R. Mullins dur-
ing the 24th annual Black Heritage Celebration at City Hall on Feb. 27. The cultural event, in 
honor of Black History Month, is presented by the Black Heritage Committ ee. Below -- Edwin 
Blackwell, center, and his sons, Eli, 16, and Quincy, 15, accept a citation from Mayor Nancy R. 
Rossi and Black Heritage Committ ee Chairman Steven R. Mullins on behalf of their mother 
and grandmother, the late Teresa S. Blackwell, recognizing the former city welfare director as 
West Haven’s African American Citizen of the Year. 

Black History
marked with
many honors

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
 The city paid tribute to the proud legacy of African Americans 

and the immeasurable contributions — courage, imagination 
and unbeatable determination — they have made to shaping the 
American nation at the 24th annual Black Heritage Celebration 
at City Hall on Feb. 27.

During the cultural event in observance of Black History 
Month, the city’s Black Heritage Committee cited West Haven 
High School seniors Esther Boadiwaa Danso and Edward Kruah 
for leadership and honored Freddy Jackson and the late Teresa 
S. Blackwell as African American Citizens of the Year.

On behalf of their mother and grandmother, who died of can-
cer in 2005, Edwin Blackwell and his sons, Eli, 16, and Quincy, 
15, accepted a citation from Mayor Nancy R. Rossi recognizing 
the former city welfare director’s “conviction, integrity and wis-
dom.”

Jackson, the commander of Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
9422, also received a citation from Rossi for his “courageous 
spirit and inspiring good works.” He was joined onstage by his 
wife, Miriam Silas Jackson.

Reading the citations, Rossi said: “I am grateful for your pio-
neering contributions in shaping the fabric of our African Amer-
ican community. Your story, an American story, speaks to the 
hopes and dreams we all have in common.”

A native of Bennettsville, South Carolina, Blackwell moved to 
West Haven in the mid-1950s. She later became involved in the 
city’s Democratic Party and worked on several campaigns, in-
cluding Azelio M. “Sal” Guerra, who was elected the sixth may-
or of Connecticut’s youngest city in December 1985.

Seven months into his inaugural two-year term, Guerra ap-
pointed Blackwell as West Haven’s first African American fe-
male director of welfare. She led the Welfare Department from 
Aug. 4, 1986, to Jan. 5, 1990.

After her stint with the city, she served as U.S. Rep. Rosa L. 
DeLauro’s office manager.

Blackwell was a member of the Democratic Town Committee, 
the Board of Education and the Democratic Women of West Ha-
ven. She was also an avid bowler and golfer.

Jackson, 75, an Army veteran who served in Colorado and Ko-
rea in 1963-66 during the Vietnam War era, was the ceremonial 
grand marshal of the city’s 2018 Memorial Day parade.

Born and raised in Opp, Alabama, he came to West Haven with 
See History, page 3
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Monday, March 9 – Regional 
Water Authority Consumer 
Affairs Committee, 5:30; City 
Council, Council Chambers, 
City Hall, 7.

Tuesay, March 10 – Board of 
Fire Commissioners (First Dis-
trict); WHHS Building Com-
mittee, 6 p.m.; Planning & 
Zoning, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, March 11 – Re-
gional Water Authority Land 
Use Committee, 5:30; 

Thursday, March 12 -- 
Board of Fire Commissioners 
(WSFD), 7:30.

Contact
West Haven Voice

West Haven Voice, LLC
840 Boston Post Road
West Haven, CT 06516

203-934-NEWS (6397)
Web: westhavenvoice.com
Facebook: whvoice
Twitter: @whvoiceads

Editor Bill Riccio
info@westhavenvoice.com

Sales Director Alan Olenick
sales@westhavenvoice.com

Sales Associate 
Molly Gianfredi
molly_gianfredi@
westhavenvoice.com

Next Issue Date:
March 19, 2020

Giovanni Guarnieri, age 5, a student at the West Haven 
Child Development Center, Inc., would like some more snow 
to make snowballs with his friends.

 1981-- The home computer 
ZX81 is launched. The British 
ZX81 was one of the world’s 
first home computer and was 
sold over 1.5 million times.

1970 The Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty enters into 
force. Nuclear powers China, 
Russia, U.S., U.K., and France 
initiated the treaty in 1968. It 
has since been ratified by 190 
nations around the world. 

1960 -- Alberto Korda takes 
his famous picture of revolu-
tionary Che Guevara. 

1872-- The air brake is pat-
ented. George Westinghouse 
is credited with the design of 
the railway braking system 
that uses compressed air.

On this Date

Things to do!
It’s time for the annual Eas-

ter Festival and Craft Fair 
in the First Congregational 
Church, on the West Haven 
Green, Saturday, March 28, 
9-2:30, 464 Campbell Ave.  We 
feature handmade candies & 
crafts, a bake sale, and an Eas-
ter Basket Raffl  e, as well as our 
Book Sale downstairs, and our 
Clothes Closet upstairs.  Join 
us for a light breakfast, serv-
ing fresh from the grill egg, 

cheese and bacon sandwiches, 
assorted muffi  ns, and your 
choice of beverage.  The Eas-
ter Bunny! will be visiting be-
tween 11 and 2!  Kids can have 
their picture taken with the 
bunny, get free face paint, en-
joy our crafts/activities table, 
and get a surprise from our big 
pink tree! Contact us for more 
information: (203) 933-6291 or 
offi  ce@fccwesthaven.org.
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Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516

Bus: 203-932-0591

A Partner in the 
Community

www.newhaven.edu

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

West Haven High School seniors Esther Boadiwaa Danso and Edward Kruah receive a Black 
Heritage Committ ee award for leadership from Chairman Steven R. Mullins as Principal Dana 
Paredes, left, and Mayor Nancy R. Rossi look on.

History: Annual event marks contributions
Continued from page 1
his wife in 1968.Jackson is a 
longtime member of Hughson-
Miller Post 71 of the American 
Legion and served as its com-
mander in the early ’90s.

He has also volunteered for 
many years at the West Haven 
Veterans Affairs Hospital and 
is a former girls softball coach.

Jackson and his wife live 
on York Street and have two 
adult daughters, Tiffany and 
Joya, and eight grandchildren.

The hourlong program, held 
in the Harriet C. North Com-

munity Room, included an 
awards presentation by Rossi 
and committee Chairman Ste-
ven R. Mullins, the master of 
ceremonies, whose daughter, 
West Haven High junior Nora 
E. Mullins, sang a moving ren-
dition of the black national 
anthem, “Lift Every Voice and 
Sing.” She was accompanied 
on the performance by the 
standing room-only assembly 
of dignitaries, family, friends 
and residents.

The ceremony also included 
a presentation of the colors by 

the West Haven Police Honor 
Guard and the Pledge of Alle-
giance led by Eli and Quincy 
Blackwell. Danso, who aims to 
study mechanical engineering 
at a university next fall, and 
Kruah, who also aspires to 
pursue higher education, re-
ceived a Black Heritage Com-
mittee certificate of achieve-
ment from Mullins, who was 
joined by Rossi, Superinten-
dent of Schools Neil C. Caval-
laro and West Haven High 
Principal Dana Paredes.

Danso is enrolled in Ad-

vanced Placement courses, has 
earned high honors and was 
named West Haven High’s 
Student of the Month. Kruah, 
whose interests are video 
games, basketball and football, 
is also enrolled in college-level 
courses and has earned honors 
all four years while tackling a 

challenging workload.
The program featured re-

marks from Rossi, Cavallaro 
and 7th District Councilwom-
an Treneé McGee, the keynote 
speaker, as well as committee 
founder Beulah “Bea” John-
son and committee President 
Emerita Ernestine Jackson.
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Join Us For A Night At The Races

Friday, March 20, 2020
Doors Open at 6:30pm 
First Race at 7:00pm  

 
University of New Haven

David A. Beckerman Recreation Center 
300 Boston Post Road, West Haven

$40 Per Person  
Bring your own snack foods.   

Beer, wine, soda and coffee included.  
Ouside beverages prohibited.

Cash bar available. 

Tickets MUST be purchased in advance. 
Call (203) 934-5221 x131 or purchase online

www.whcommunityhouse.org/NAR_.html 

Concert Tickets, Sports Memorabilia, Jewelry,  
Restaurant Gift Cards, Themed Baskets and more!!

Client Server Technology, Inc

for 

 

Eder Bros

EARN YOUR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA THROUGH
THE NATIONAL EXTERNAL DIPLOMA PROGRAM

City to begin sidewalk rehab in spring
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
The Department of Public 

Works is continuing its side-
walk repair and replacement 
program this spring.

City sidewalk inspector Ernie 
Chiarelli recently announced 
that 372 addresses were re-

ported and inspected last year. 
Among the addresses, 997 

4-by-4-foot concrete sections 
were replaced and 111 trip 
hazards were removed by a 
shaving process to meet guide-
lines under the federal Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act for a 
total of 1,108 sidewalk hazards 
corrected, Chiarelli said.

The 2019 sidewalk list has 
been fully completed, he said, 
adding, “We are looking for-
ward to spring with the con-
tinuation of this program to 
help make West Haven a bet-
ter and safer place to live.”

The Public Works Depart-
ment is able to repair side-
walks damaged by city trees 
because of funding from a 

state grant. The grant money 
is for sidewalk repair and re-
placement only, Chiarelli said.

City trees are defined as those 
located between the sidewalk 
and street curb. Otherwise, it 
is the owner’s responsibility 
to repair the sidewalk front-
ing their property, according 
to Article 1, Section 1 of the 
“Streets and Sidewalks” ordi-
nance under Chapter 206 of 
the West Haven Code.

Anyone who has a sidewalk 
in need of repair due to a city 
tree can have their address 
added to the 2020 inspection 
list by emailing the Depart-
ment of Public Works at side-
walks@westhaven-ct.gov or 
calling (203) 937-3585.

Photo courtesy of WHCH

Frozen February
The Children & Youth Services program at the West Ha-

ven Community House recently held a Frozen-themed Fam-
ily Night for students and their families.  The agency holds 
monthly  events to engage students and their families in fun, 
educational, and social experiences -- including dancing! 
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Historian’s corner                                   Historian’s corner                                   By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

 Providing a full–spectrum of products and services, both traditional and alternative, preneed 
and at-need. 

Our professional staff is a group of compassionate and dedicated funeral directors experienced 
in discussing customized options with families. We are available to assist families at the time of 

immediate need or to help families make prearrangements.  
 

            Philip M. Appell, Funeral Director   
Phil.appell@carriageservices.com  

  
www.keenanfuneralhome.com 

238 Elm Street   330 Notch Hill Rd. 
  West Haven      North Branford 
(203) 933-1217     (203) 481-3217 

Gesner &  Mar Shipyard
This week we continue our 

discussion of New Haven To-
pography:

A visitor to Savin Rock might 
wonder why a statue of a lone 
sailor stands at the edge of the 
Old Grove.  

It is a fact that West Haveners 
have a long and proud history 
of service to the Port of New 
Haven.  Back in the late 1800s, 
many an enterprising elev-
en or twelve year-old youth 
would begin working as a 
ship’s boy on one of the many 
coastal sloops that sailed from 
New Haven.  

Within a few years, the boy 
would have acquired the skills 
necessary to become a seaman 
of considerable worth.  By 
the time he had reached the 
age of twenty or twenty-two, 
the young man might use his 
savings to purchase shares in 
a local sloop and in that way 
become her captain.  

Although New Haven would 
never become a great interna-
tional port, it served the East 
Coast, all the way from north-
ern Maine down to the Carib-
bean.  During the late 1800s, 
New Haven Harbor was a 
busy and exciting place.  On a 
typical day, one hundred sail-
ing ships crowded the docks, 
as an equal number sat at an-
chor in the harbor, waiting for 
a favorable wind and tide.  As 
unreal as it may seem, it has 
been stated that in 1895, about 
31,000 vessels entered New 
Haven Harbor; of that num-
ber, 9,000 were still under sail, 
and over 8,000 were barges.  

New Haven’s needs for a 
multitude of sailing vessels 
were well served by several 
Fair Haven boatyards, which 
were located in the vicinity 

of the Tomlinson Bridge and 
near the site of the present 
Union Station.  

In 1861, W.M. Gesner, a 
shipbuilder from Fair Haven 
established a shipyard at the 
corner of Water Street and 
Main Street in West Haven.  
In 1865, Gesner took in his 
brother-in-law, John E. Mar as 
a partner, and the business be-
came known as Gesner & Mar 
Shipyard. 

 From 1880 to 1893, the ship-
yard had two shipways and 
had become the most impor-
tant industry in town; there 

they built three and four-mast-
ed schooners, as well as steam-
ships.  

So closely did our communi-
ty identify with the sea during 
this period, that the tall flag-
pole on the Green was actually 
the mast and spar removed 
from a ship that was being 
overhauled at the shipyard.

Naturally the existence of a 
shipbuilding company in West 
Haven created a strong de-
mand for local timber, which 
was gradually depleted.  

With the advent of steam-
ships, local shipbuilding be-

gan to decline, as local com-
panies turned instead to barge 
construction and repairing 
and refitting of pleasure craft.  
Clearly for Gesner & Mar, the 
handwriting was on the wall.

Records indicate that the 
last commercial sailing ves-
sel, the Lucinda K. Sutton, was 
launched from the Gesner & 
Mar Shipyard in 1891.  Picnics, 
bands, and an air of excitement 
accompanied the launching.  

However the event was poor-
ly planned:  the vessel slid 
down the ways at low tide, 
and instead of floating away, 
it became stuck in the mud—
the event’s sad ending capped 
the even sadder ending of the 
Gesner & Mar business.

In later years, records in-
dicate that the shipyard was 
taken over by Ruben Green 
and called Green’s Shipyard.  
When that business failed, the 
Yale Flying-boat Service took 
over the site in the 1920s, and 
engaged in the construction 
and repair of seaplanes.  In the 
1930s and 40s, the business on 
that site was known as West 
Haven Shipyard, Inc.  Today, 
it is the site of the Bilco Com-
pany.  

And along the water’s edge, 

a row of rotting pilings bears 
mute testimony to an industry 
what once was.

It is difficult for us in these 
times to imagine a day when 
workmen walked to the ship-
yard each morning, over the 
dirt streets of West Haven; 
there they performed their 
labors in a place where great 
wooden ships with hundred-
foot masts towered over the 
nearby homes, and much of 
the community relied on the 
sea for its livelihood.  

Today, and all that stands 
as a visible reminder of those 
times is the enigmatic statue of 
The Lone Sailor.

Dan Shine is a columnist for 
the West Haven Voice, and 
former historian of the First 
Congregational Church.The shipyard as it looked in the 19th century.

Photos by Michael P. Walsh

Read Across America Day
 Mayor Nancy R. Rossi reads the 1957 Dr. Seuss children’s 

book “The Cat in the Hat” to second graders of teacher Car-
mela Armellino’s class at Savin Rock Community School as 
part of Read Across America Day on Monday. Above -- The 
West Haven Community House celebrated with an eight-
week Read Around The House event where 100 community 
volunteers read to children in their Head Start preschool and 
their Afterschool program, and participated in a book club 
with adults in their Community Connections program.  Pic-
tured is West Haven Fire Department Chief, James O’Brien.
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By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
Bernie Sanders may be on 

the verge of gaining an insur-
mountable lead in the Demo-
cratic nomination fight, but 
he’s not letting that get in the 
way of his socialist principles. 

Asked in a “60 Minutes” in-
terview about old statements 
praising Fidel Castro’s sup-
posed achievements in health 
care and education, Sanders 
stayed true to himself. 

“You know, when Fidel 
Castro came into office, you 
know what he did?” he told 
interviewer Anderson Cooper. 
“He had a massive literacy 
program. Is that a bad thing? 
Even though Fidel Castro did 
it?”

No, literacy programs aren’t 
a bad thing, but they usually 
don’t require seizing power 
in a violent revolution, jail-
ing and killing political oppo-
nents, seizing private proper-
ty, or outlawing the free press. 

Teaching children to read 
is something that happens in 
free societies, too. That Bernie 
continues to believe a literacy 
program is some kind of rec-
ommendation for a regime 
that has otherwise oppressed 
and immiserated its people for 
decades is a sign of his skewed 
view of what’s important and 
just for a polity.

Asked by Cooper about 

jailed Cuban dissidents, Sand-
ers said he condemns that, 
but in any rational view, it’s 
the imprisoning of people for 
expressing unwelcome politi-
cal views that is the foremost 
thing to know about the Cu-
ban dictatorship, period, full 
stop. 

The left has nonetheless al-
ways viewed Fidel Castro as 
some kind of social worker 
who happened to take and 
hold power -- or “come to of-
fice,” as Sanders delicately 
puts it -- via force. 

Back in 1989, Sanders wrote, 
“Cuba -- the one country in 
the entire region that has no 
hunger, is educating all of 
its children and is providing 
high-quality, free health care 
-- is hated with a passion by 
the Democrats as much as Re-
publicans.”

Besides the moral obtuseness 
of arguments like this, the 
factual basis for such claims 
is dubious. Cuba was already 
doing well on measures of 
health care and education pri-
or to the revolution.

Bernie’s perspective on Cuba 
is characteristic of his world-
view that has a sympathy for 
America’s enemies, at least 
if they are communist or Is-
lamist; that assumes the worst 
of the United States; and  that 
opposes nearly all U.S. mili-
tary interventions as misbe-

gotten or malign (Sanders 
voted for the Afghanistan War 
after Sept. 11, and now regrets 
even that vote). 

Electing Bernie Sanders 
would be almost indistin-
guishable from putting the 
late radical historian Howard 
Zinn, or the America-loath-
ing linguist Noam Chomsky, 
or the tendentious left-wing 
filmmaker Michael Moore in 
charge of American foreign 
policy. The country would be 
in the hands of an opponent 
of its power with no faith in 
its goodness. Bernie would 
make Barack Obama’s overly 
solicitous attitude toward our 
enemies and Donald Trump’s 
bizarrely warm statements 
about foreign dictators look 
like American foreign-policy 
orthodoxy by comparison.

There is almost no enemy 
of the United States that 
wouldn’t be heartened by a 
Sanders victory, and see it as 
an opportunity to make gains 
at the expense of the United 
States and its allies. If his de-
cades-long track record is any 
indication, Sanders would be 
inclined to make excuses for 
our adversaries and look on 
the bright side of their repres-
sion and rapine. 

He’s doing it with the Cuban 
dictatorship to this day. 

Rich Lowry is editor 
of the National Review.

What to do about Mr. Sanders?

One of the interesting back stories of this year’s 
Presidential race is the ascendance of Socialist Ber-
nie Sanders as the putative front-runner in the Dem-
ocratic Party’s race to the nomination. To say this 
has the Democratic establishment in chaos is to un-
derstate it laughably. 
The leadership is in panic mode, mollified only 

slightly by Joe Biden’s primary victory in South Car-
olina over the weekend. 
By the time this paper reaches newsstands, the 

leadership might be in hysteria once the Super Tues-
day results are in. Polls give Sanders a good chance 
of gaining hundreds of delegates, even with the re-
cent exits of Amy Klobuchar, Peter Buttegieg and 
even Tom Steyer.
We believe the Sanders ascendancy a good thing. In 

fact, it has become a good already in that people are 
finally listening to what he says, and drawing right 
conclusions. Sanders has gained much popularity 
as a socialist because he is pushing the right but-
tons with a rather large minority of the electorate. 
Young millennials and those in university now are 
drawn by his mantra of “free.” There will be free col-
lege, free health care, a new green deal, etc. Who will 
pay for this is anyone’s guess. And that is really not 
Sanders’ strong suit as witnessed by his recent 60 
Minutes interview. He doesn’t know.
But what intrigues us about this election cycle is 

that it will bring to the fore the lie that is socialism, 
and put it in the public debate once and for all. For 
decades, socialist theory has been taught in academ-
ic institutions. The theory is that socialism is on its 
face a more equitable and egalitarian system, where 
people’s needs are met, and taxes are proportioned 
according to one’s ability to pay. 
In reality, the system has not worked, has never 

worked, and won’t work here. Bring that up to the 
academic elites and one gets the answer that “it re-
ally hasn’t been tried the right way.” The implication 
is, once its implemented here, it will be done cor-
rectly, and will work properly. 
Sanders sees the totalitarian rules of Stalin and 

Castro as inconveniences that have brought a great-
er good. The fact millions have been slaughtered in 
the name of the state is an unfortunate fact of revo-
lution. After all kids were taught to read!
Sanders’ supports – many of them – are revolu-

tionaries. James O’Keefe’s Project Veritas videos are 
stark examples of the type of totalitarian rule radi-
cals hope to achieve. 
Like the Fascisti of Italy, Nazis of Germany and Red 

Army of Stalin, those against the new reality will be 
carted away or eradicated. This is what Sanders’ 
most rabid supporters in fact support.
This is a discussion we must have. This is impor-

tant. Those who are supporting Sanders are looking 
only to what they believe are the benefits – free stuff 
– of the society, without taking heed to the loss of the 
very freedoms that allow them to trash the current 
system. 
Socialism has been tried and has been found want-

ing. Venezuela is the most recent example. Cuba 
went through the throes of thousands of killings in 
the push toward totalitarian rule. 
Sanders’ ideas might be great for the faculty lounge, 

but their implementation in the real world has led 
to the worst slaughter in human history. We can-
not have a discussion about the supposed benefits 
of such a system without acknowledging its failures. 
We await the great debate. 

Let’s have socialism talk
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If your water meter hasn’t been upgraded, there is still time. Schedule your water meter 
reading device upgrade today!  Call us at 203-562-4020.

Thank you 

rwater.com

March 19, 20, & 21 at 7pm - March 21 at 2pm*
Adult tickets are $10 in Advance and $12 at the door - Student tickets are $5
*senior citizens tickets are free for the matinee

Tickets are available from the cast, or at West Haven High School Black Box Theater

lyrics by Tim Rice and music by Andrew Lloyd Webber
Directed by Margi & Sean Maher
Musical direction by Phyllis Silver

 I want to publicly acknowledge and thank the true heroes in 
West Haven--the West Shore Fire Department. They are the es-
sence of the City of West Haven.

My husband and I have been residents of West Haven for close 
to 20 years. We are surrounded by wonderful neighbors, and 
helped by complete strangers. We have also been helped over 
the years by the West Haven Police Department, West Haven 
Fire Department, and American Medical Response and dis-
patchers. 

As I have had a long battle with a slow-growing inoperable 
brain tumor with frequent seizures, it has not been an easy road.  
The West Haven community has reached out to us in wonderful 
caring ways to show us that we are not alone.       

In particular, the members of the West Shore Fire Department 
are my personal heroes. They have kept us going and getting us 
through this battle. They have been called to our house so often 
over the years. They have become like family, going above and 
beyond to help us. The past two years have been particularly 
rough as the tumor decided to act up and cause more seizures, 
prompting a year of chemotherapy. WSFD was there to assist 
and support my husband, my son, my friends and myself. They 
showed our son around the Fire House and trained him on what 
to do if he was alone with me while I had a seizure. 

While the paramedics were often kept busy at our house with 
my medical situation, they were also in good communication 
with my doctor while here. They did lift assists, wiped away my 
tears and reassured me that I was not a burden. They calmed 
me down after seizures, gently reminding me where I was. If 
any glasses were broken or water spilled during the seizure, 
they cleaned it up. They even prepared me food to eat at times. 
They took our dog out, and petted her to make her calm as well. 
They carried me if I couldn’t stand, and made sure I was warm 
enough. When I had to be transported to the hospital, they kept 
me as calm as possible. 

This illness has been frustrating to us, but also to the WSFD. 
However tired they might be, no matter what call they have 
been to before my house, no matter what they are dealing with, 
they put that all aside and focus on getting me back on my feet. 
They do it without complaining, but instead filled with compas-
sion, truly wanting me to just feel better.

To all the first responders, we thank you. And to West Haven, 
we thank you.  And on behalf of my family, I want to say to the 
fire chief, deputy chief, lieutenant, captains, firefighters andp at 
West Shore Fire Department: I thank you from the bottom of my 
heart for all that you do each and every day, not just for us, but 
everyone you help.  You are in my heart.  We do not know what 
we would do without you. And I know many others that feel 
exactly the same. 

Kelly, Bill and Will Armour

First responders are true heroes!

Letters

Photo courtesy of NDWH

‘Newsies’ at ND
The cast gets ready to preswent Disney’s Newsies, the two-

time Tony Award-winning musical inspired by the real-life 
Newsboys’ Strike of 1899.  It will be performed at Notre Dame 
High Schoolm March 13-15. When the price of newspapers 
rose despite the drop in sales, The performances are set for the 
Collins Auditorium, Friday, March 13 and Saturday, March 14 
at 7; and Sunday, March 15 at 3. 
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Dear Felicia

“The affordable home heating oil specialists” 

Serving West Haven residents since 1987.          HOD #362 Cobina

Hard to believe, honey-
bunch, but the calendar toined 
on Sundee, and it’s March! 
March! And, it came in like 
the calmest lamb. As usual 
we are havin’ a few days of 
spring-like weather around 
the burg, but that usually por-
tends a cold snap, the likes o’ 
which we ain’t seen yet this 
year. Cobina is still keeping 
the snow shovel and her ga-
loshes in the mud room, we’ve 
been here before. We ain’t seen 
a snowstorm yet this winter 
that is worth the name, and in 
years like this winter makes 
sure it gives us a taste of what 
could’ve been before it exits 
for nine months. Anybody 
who thinks the woist might be 
past ain’t lived in this neck o’ 
the woods very long. 

As far as the matters politi-
cal, things in these parts have 
been – or I should say con-
tinue to be – quiet. The local 
boys and girls are all occupied 
with the frolics that is the state 
primary, scheduled for April 
28. By that time the begonias 

will be up, and the leaves will 
be ready to or have burst on 
the trees. It seems like setch 
a long way from now, but ole 
gals like us know better. Heck, 
read my openin’ line!

Still that don’t mean there 
any some machinations goin’ 
on. The budget-making pro-
cess is ready to ramp up. Her-
roner and the mavens of the 
thoid floor have been parsing 
and adding and subtracting. 
The abacus up there is getting 
quite a work out. 

Herroner will present the 
budget, and then a public 
hearing is set on the matter 
wherein the locals can speak 
on it. Then it goes into a six-
week conclave by the City 
Council, where they look at 
it line by line and see effen 
changes can be made. 

Sammy Bluejay reminded me 
that this is probably gonna be 
the last budget passed under 
the current charter, and that 
the entire process will look 
all-together different should 
the charter revisions pass. Un-

der the current charter, effen 
the council wants to make a 
change in the budget, it takes 
a super-majority o’ nine of the 
13 members to pass it. That 
has been a hurdle that few 
proposals have cleared over 
the last decade or two, forcing 
budgets to either go into ef-
fect by default, or the council 
members passing the budget 
whilst holding their noses.

Making the budget-amend-
ing process easier was one of 
the reason charter revision 
was taken on, and making 
changes in the new charter 
will be easier, but not with the 
same structure. 

Tennyrate, we hafta see 
where this all goes when 
Mayor Rossi determines what 
her final proposal will be, and 
how it is vetted by the council. 
It’s always an interesting time 
o’ year.

~~~
Nelly Nuthatch pernted out tha 

the City Council, meanwhile has 
determined it will forestall the 
voting on the new charter revi-
sions until the general election 
come November. That was perty 
much what the rumor mill had, 
but it was perty much confirmed 
by Council Chairman Ron Qua-
gliani in a series of queries that 
were posed to him by this papy-
rus.

So, the public will be informed 
of the new revision proposals 
through public forums. Those 
will be run by members of the for-
mer Charter Revision Commish. 
The question will then go to the 

voters in November. Like I said 
the last time, that will be some 15 
months after the commish handed 
in its final report to the council. 
That’s a long time.

One of the problems concern-
ing havin’ a special election, ac-
cording to Nelly, was the cost. 
The city is lookin’ to save money, 
and putting on a special election 
would have cost tens of thou-
sands, it could use elsewhere. 
There was a notion to try to tag it 
onto the April primary, but there 
seems to be statutory prohibitions 
against that. So, the next logical 
date was in November. 

It’ll be interesting to see how 
that plays out. It’ll be the Presi-
dential elections as well as Con-
gressional, and State. The voters 
are gonna have quite a bit to do 
once they hit the polls that day. 
That’s for sure.

~~~
We see that the city is mov-

ing ahead with a third year 
of sidewalk rehab. As an old-
timer that hoofs it a lot, we’re 
glad to see that. When one 
determines to walk in neigh-
borhoods around the town, 
it is important to keep one’s 
head looking straight. With 
frost-heaved sidewalks all 
over town, one false move and 
you’ll be on the business end 
of a concrete slab – face foist. 

The city did some grinding of 
frost-heaves last year and that 
has helped quite a bit – at least 
in the areas that we’ve seen 
and walked. Still, people are 
wondering where their taxes 
are going for the betterment o’ 

the burg. This is one o’ them.
~~~

The Wag was in t’other after-
noon and noticed that Gov. Ned 
Lamont put a temporary halt to 
his idea to put tolls on the high-
ways. He is blaming the legisla-
ture for dawdling, but he knows 
better. While it might make his 
fragile ego feel better to say so, 
the fack is the General Assembly 
has a perty good idea that the tolls 
will cause an uprising the likes of 
which we ain’t seen around here 
in a long time. 

The “truck tolls only” mantra is 
not being bought by anyone. They 
know it’ll be the foist step toward 
yet another tax in this state; and, 
like most blue states, we’re bleed-
ing people, especially young well-
to-do people who are heading else-
where. 

Lamont is still holding onto his 
idea. He thinks it’s gonna be the 
most recent gold mine that’s gon-
na put the state in the black: like 
the lottery, the income tax, the 
various “fees” that aren’t taxes, 
and the like. They ain’t ever gon-
na admit that they just can’t stop 
spending other people’s money. 
Well, like Maggy Thatcher in-
dicated, eventually you run out. 
We’re almost there.

~~~
Iva Lootey, meanwhile, 

asked about our own member 
of Congress, the always lovely 
and vivacious Rosa DeLauro 
Greenberg. There was a time a 
couple years back that she was 
joined at the hip with the other 
chanteuse of the Capitol, Nan-
cy Pelosi. It ain’t so anymore.

We did see Mrs. Greenberg 
recently catterwalling about 
something as she is wont to 
do, but it was something un-
usual. In the old days she was 
a go-to person. Maybe Adam 
Schiff took all the oxygen out-
ta the room for the rest o’ the 
party.

We did notice that Rosa had 
a purple streak through her 
hair. Why? Only she knows, 
and she ain’t tellin’. 

Still the ole gal ain’t as omni-
present the way she once was 
in Demi circles. One wonders 
if the four gals who make up 
that “Sqaud” are pushin’ aside 
those whom they see as a hur-
dle to their new-found juice.

~~~
Here we are in another month, 

and the properties on Beach Street 
are still going to seed – those that 
are up for sale. 

We happened by there in the 
gassamobuggy, and noted that 
the former Chick’s, Debonair and 
Captain’s Galley properties are 
beginning to look a bit tired and 
overgrown. 

Maybe it’s time somebody 
put the finger on the owners to 
get things in order. It certainly 
would help.

With that bit o’ chatter, I’ll close 
this time till next , mitt luff und 
kizzez, 
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Sweeney named city’s Irishman of 2020
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Keith M. Sweeney, an inte-

gral part of West Haven’s St. 
Patrick’s Day celebrations as 
a committee member and par-
ticipant, will receive the city’s 
Irishman of the Year award at 
noon March 17 at the 29th an-
nual St. Patrick’s Day Celebra-
tion.

The West Haven St. Pat-
rick’s Day Committee will fete 
Sweeney, the grandson of emi-
grant grandparents from the 
counties of Roscommon and 
Offaly, Ireland, by hanging a 
green street sign designating 
City Hall’s Campbell Avenue 
entrance “Keith M. Sweeney 
Square” for a year.

Last year’s recipient, Joan D. 
Connor, will take home her 
sign at the start of the ceremo-
ny.

The “Irish Person of the Year” 
honor is bestowed annually 
on an Irish resident, or couple, 
who personifies service in the 
city’s rich Irish American com-
munity.

“I am humbled to receive this 
award following all the great 
Irish recipients before me,” 
said Sweeney, a lifelong Wes-
tie who will toast his Irish her-
itage with scores of his closest 
friends and loved ones, along 
with an array of shamrock-
clad dignitaries and descen-
dants of folks from Erin.

Accompanied by Celtic mu-
sic played by bagpipers and 
drummers, the West Haven 
Police Honor Guard will escort 
Sweeney, a second-generation 
Irish American, to the Camp-
bell Avenue side of City Hall 
for his special recognition.

A corned beef and cab-
bage lunch will follow in the 
First Congregational Church 
of West Haven’s Fellowship 
Hall, at 1 Church St. opposite 
City Hall on the Green.

The St. Patrick’s Day Com-
mittee, co-chaired by 2011 
Irish Couple of the Year Glenn 
and Joanne Conlan, includes 
the lifeblood of West Haven’s 
Irish American society, such 
as members of the Irish Amer-
ican Club and former hon-
orees, as well as former and 
current city, fire and police of-
ficials.

“Keith Sweeney’s accom-
plishments are a testament 
to the determination, joy and 
hope of the Irish,” Mayor 
Nancy R. Rossi said. “The resi-
dents of West Haven join me 
in congratulating Keith on his 
well-deserved recognition.”

Sweeney, 66, hails from 
an ancestry whose legacy is 
stitched into the tapestry of 
the American fabric.

More than 200 years ago, 
countless Irish people, escap-
ing the Great Famine, em-
braced the dream of a brighter 
future and departed the Emer-
ald Isle for a new beginning in 
the United States. With indom-
itable spirit and unshakable 
perseverance, the sons and 
daughters of Erin embarked 
on a perilous journey to make 
their new home in a place of 
hope and promise, and when 
they landed on America’s 
shores, they shared the true 
treasures of their homeland: 
song and literature, humor 

and tradition, faith and family.
In the 1890s, Sweeney’s 

grandparents left the Emerald 
Isle in search of the American 
promise, settling in West Ha-
ven.

Born in 1953, Sweeney, the 
youngest of five brothers, 
grew up in a single-family 
home on Lake Avenue over-
looking Lake Phipps. He at-
tended public schools and 
graduated from West Haven 
High School in 1972.

Sweeney was married to 
the former Kathleen Johnson. 
They have two adult daugh-
ters — Erin Sweeney, of West 
Haven, and Shannon Swee-
ney, of Concord, Massachu-
setts — and a granddaughter, 
Etta Aylwin Seely, 1, of Con-
cord.

Sweeney is a member of the 
West Haven Irish American 
Club and was its Irishman of 
the Year in 1989. He is a for-
mer member of the Greater 
New Haven St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade Committee.
Sweeney, a longtime mem-

ber of the St. Patrick’s Day 
Committee, has participated 
in many wearin’ of the green 
celebrations in his hometown 
by leading dignitaries in the 
opening procession and pre-
senting the colors as a member 
of the West Haven Police Em-
erald Society.

Rossi praised the civic-mind-
ed Sweeney for his dedication 
to the yearly St. Paddy’s Day 
event and the Irish American 
community, saying, “Keith 
Sweeney’s Irish eyes have 
smiled on West Haven as a 
goodwill ambassador of our 
robust Irish American soci-
ety.”

Rossi will present him with 
an Irish flag and a proclama-
tion citing his commitment 
to “sharing and preserving 
the culture of Ireland and the 
teachings of St. Patrick.”

The Irish American com-
munity in West Haven takes 

great pride in the St. Patrick’s 
Day traditions handed down 
from each generation. Every 
March 17, those of Irish birth 
or lineage honor the memory 
of St. Patrick, the patron saint 
of Ireland who brought the 
message of Christ to the Irish 
people nearly 1,600 years ago. 
Teaching the word of God, 
St. Patrick used the three-leaf 
shamrock, with each leaf rep-
resenting the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit.

The need to preserve their 
Celtic identity in the U.S. led 
the Irish to form the Hibernian 
Society, which held the first St. 
Patrick’s Day parades, and lo-
cal organizations, such as the 
West Haven Irish-American 
Club.

The New Haven County 
Firefighters Emerald Society 
Pipes & Drums will lead the 
opening procession, followed 
by remarks from commit-
tee member David Coyle, the 
master of ceremonies.
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Fall prevention class 
The Center for Disability Rights invites the public to a free 

event for a Balance and Fall Prevention class. The public can ei-
ther att end March 12, from 10 to 11, or March 16 from 3 to 4. The 
classes will be held at Center for Disability Rights, 369 Highland 
St. The exercise class will focus on improving balance, coordina-
tion and strength. If you need an accommodation or to RSVP 
please contact Sandy at info@cdr-ct.org or call (203) 934-7077, 
ext. 10. All events at CDR are smoke and fragrance free.

Used Book Sale
The First Congregational Church, 464 Campbell Ave., will 

host the monthly used book sale and clothes closet on Saturday, 
March 28, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. As usual there 
will be a large selection of greatly used books, including many 
children’s books, and wonderful low prices for clothing for the 
family.    For more information, call (203) 933-6291.

Garden Club confab
Bradley Point Garden Club of West Haven will hold their 

March meeting at noon on Tuesday, March 17, at Ora Mason 
Library, 260 Benham Hill Road. The program following lunch 
will be to create a fl oral arrangement under the guidance of Pat 
McNelis, Master Designer. Call Marie at (203) 878-8428 if you 
are interested in becoming a member.

Around TownAround Town
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www.edwardjones.com
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Darryl T Zebrowski, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

5 Wagner Place Suite 4 
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By Eleanore TurkingtonBy Eleanore Turkington
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

This is the third time I have 
written you about commercial 
vehicles (dump trucks includ-
ed) that park in a residential 
neighborhood  on Jones Hill 
Road, Bellvue and Hillside 
Avenue upper and lower.

I have included with this let-
ter to you portions of the au-
tomotive ordinances listed in 
West Haven:

“6-13.2 referring to ALL RES-
IDENTIAL AND RESIDEN-
TIAL PLANNED DEVELOP-
MENT DISTRICTS  C: In no 
case shall any non-passenger 
motor vehicle or other com-
mercial vehicle including con-
struction equipment.  Other 
than camp trailers, campers, 
personal boats or commercial 
vehicles that do not exceed 3$ 
ton load as specified by the 
Connecticut Motor Vehicle 
Department, be parked or 
stored in any residential dis-

trict, except as service vehicles 
on a temporary basis.  No such 
commercial vehicle shall be 
parked or stored overnight, 
whether on public or private 
property, public street or oth-
er vehicular right-of-way in 
any residential district.”

G.K.Irritated
Dear G.K. Irritated:

When I received your pre-

vious complaints, they were 
noted by the police depart-
ment that this area would be 
observed for violations. Ob-
viously, the parking you de-
scribed continued.

Following your most recent 
letter, I asked your 9th District 
Councilman, Robert H. Bru-
neau, to investigate the area 
you described.  He replied, “”I 
have spoken to the Traffic De-
partment at the West Haven 
Police Department.  They as-
sured me it will be addressed.  
If on the street, they will be 
ticketed and if in the drive-
way, the Zoning Enforcement 
Officer will be notified.”

Please let me know if the 
condition is improved or con-
tinuing and I will follow up 
once again.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

Now that waste disposal is 
getting more costly, the city 
needs to take a closer look at 

our recycle system: 
We need an update on our re-
cyclable items; Do not pick up 
trash with recycle items in it; 
Issue more tickets for littering.

Jones Street Resident
Dear Jones Street Resident:

I have notified your district 
Councilwoman, Elizabeth 
Johnston of your inquiries for 
an updated recycle regulation 
comment.  You can be sure I 
will publish her reply in Gripe 
Vine as soon as I receive it.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

There are numerous potholes 
that keep getting a shovel of 
fill instead of a real repair at 1 
Dee Street.  Please take care of 
this.  Three years and the holes 
are still here.

Tired of Waiting.
Dear Tired of Waiting:

Councilwoman Robbin Watt 
Hamilton received your inqui-
ry and replied to Gripe Vine 
with, “I have forwarded this 

very pot hole to the Commis-
sioner of Public Works (Tom 
McCarthy)  Those have been 
filled in the past and I am con-
fident they will be taken care 
of.”
Gripe Vine Readers:

I have received a request 
for information on why those 
who use out of town restau-
rants instead of local business-
es for celebrations, meetings, 
etc. I made a request seeking 
some suggestions on how 
residents can help support 
local businesses to the West 
Haven  Chamber of Com-
merce. Perhaps it can offer 
ideas that could be beneficial 
to both business operators and 
residents.  I also sought some 
answers from Lou Esposito, 
Assistant to the mayor, on 
what the city’s protocol is on 
recruiting new businesses to 
West Haven.  You can be sure 
the replies will be published.

ELEANORE TURKINGTON

International Women’s Day 
2020 is observed on March 8. 
This special day celebrates 
the social, economic, cultural 
and political achievements of 
women. Yet, women still face 
gender barriers as they seek to 
achieve their financial goals. 
How can you address these 
challenges?

To begin with, you need to 
be aware of what you’re up 
against. The wage gap be-
tween men and women has 
closed somewhat, but it hasn’t 
disappeared. Full-time fe-
male employees earn about 
82 percent of what men earn, 
according to the Census Bu-
reau. Over a 40-year career, a 
woman who worked full time 
would lose, on average, more 
than $400,000 because of this 
wage gap, according to the 
National Women’s Law Cen-
ter.  

Furthermore, a woman turn-
ing age 65 today can expect 
to live, on average, until age 
86.5; for a 65-year-old man, 
the comparable figure is 84. 
Those two and a half years can 
amount to a lot more living ex-
penses.

Plus, by taking time off from 
the workplace to raise chil-
dren and care for elderly fam-
ily members, women often 
end up with lower balances 
in their 401(k)s and IRAs than 
men.

So, what can you do to help 
even the playing field, in 
terms of building adequate 
resources for retirement? Here 
are a few suggestions:

• Contribute as much as 
possible to your retirement 
plans. During your working 
years, put in as much as you 

can afford to your 401(k) or 
similar employer-sponsored 
retirement plan. Most people 
don’t come anywhere near 
the 401(k) contribution limit 
(which, in 2020, is $19,500, or 
$26,000 if you’re 50 or older), 
and you might not be able to 
reach it, either, but strive to 
do the best you can. And ev-
ery time your salary increases, 
bump up your annual contri-
bution. If you are able to “max 
out” on your 401(k), you may 
still be able to contribute to an 
IRA. If your income exceeds 
certain limits, you can’t con-
tribute to a Roth IRA, which 
offers tax-free withdrawals of 
earnings if you meet certain 
conditions, but you may still 
be able to fund a traditional 
IRA, although the tax deduct-
ibility may be reduced or elim-
inated. 

• Use Social Security wisely. 
You can start taking Social Se-
curity as early as 62, but your 
checks can be larger if you 
wait until your full retirement 
age, which will likely be be-
tween 66 and 67. And if you’re 
married, you may be able 
to choose between claiming 
your own benefits or receiv-
ing 50% of your spouse’s ben-
efits, which could help you if 
your spouse has considerably 
higher earnings. (Your spouse 
does not lose any benefits if 
you choose this route.)

• Look for every opportunity 
to save and invest. As men-
tioned above, women often 
lose out on some retirement 
savings when they take time 
away from the workforce to 
raise families and eventually 
become caregivers for elderly 
parents. But even if you aren’t 

working full time, it doesn’t 
mean you have no chance to 
boost your retirement savings. 
If you can do any paid work, 
whether it’s part time or as a 
consultant, you can contribute 
to an IRA – and you should. 

It’s not easy to overcome 
the structural disadvantages 
women face when seeking to 
reach financial security. Tak-
ing advantage of the savings 
and investment possibilities 
available can help you make 
progress toward your goals.   

###
This article was written by 

Edward Jones, Member SPIC, 
for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor.

Financial Focus
Courtesy of Edward Jones Financial
International Women’s Day highlights acheivements
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Continued from page 16
The Westies pulled away in 

the second quarter when a 
basket by Francis had the Wes-
ties up 23-17. 

Sheffield hit a pair of 3-point-
ers in the fourth quarter for a 
45-31 advantage. 

West Haven boys basketball 
team was hoping to make a 
run to the Southern Connecti-
cut Conference finals. A tough 
team in Hamden stood in the 
way. 

West Haven trailed early 
and had to fight back from a 
15-point deficit to even the 
game in the fourth quarter. 
West Haven never took the 
lead, and the battle back from 
a 21-7 deficit could not be 
completed. 

Sheffield led the Westies 
with 22 points, including five 
3-pointers, while Duncanson 
added 17 points, and Manny 
Belcher had 10.

Having lost two straight and 
four of five entering last Tues-
day night’s contest with Am-
ity, the West Haven/Sacred 
Heart Academy girls hockey 
team knew the game was com-
ing at the right time. 

The Westie Sharks rallied 
from an early deficit, then 
scored twice in the third pe-
riod to defeat Amity 7-5 at the 
Edward L. Bennnett Rink. 

Brooke McNabola led the 
way with three goals, Taylor 
Nowak and Jenna Hunt each 
had a goal and two assists, and 
Hannah Davey made 24 saves 
to help WH/SHA improve to 
12-6 on the season. 

The last time Guilford and 
West Haven/Sacred Heart 

Academy met was a classic af-
fair, where Guilford rallied for 
an overtime victory.The Wes-
tie Sharks who rallied to force 
overtime last Friday evening. 
The result, however, again be-
longed in favor of the Indians.
Despite WH/SHA scoring 
twice in the final 1:56 of regu-
lation, Guilford used an over-
time tally to top WH/SHA, 7-6, 
at the Edward L. Bennett Rink. 

With the loss, WH/SHA 
fell to 12-7 on the year.
Megan Froehlich led the of-
fense with two goals, while 
Nowak had one goal and four 
assists. 

Davey was outstand-
ing in goal with 43 saves.
the team opened the Southern 
Connecticut Conference tour-
nament with a 7-0 victory over 
Hand. 

Jenna Hunt led the offense 
with three goals and one as-
sist, Jianna Cohrs had a goal 
and two assists, and Meghan 
Dupre finished with a pair 
of assists. Hailey Alfano and 
Davey combined to make 10 
saves. 

Looking to top Guilford after 
a pair of gut-wrenching loss-
es to the Indians, the Westie 
Sharks did not have to worry 
about any last-minute defeat. 

Trailing early and never 
having the lead, third-seeded 
WH/SHA fell to second-seed-
ed Guilford, 8-3, in the SCC 
semifinals in East Haven last 
Wednesday evening. 

Froehlich led the offense with 
a goal and an assist, Macken-
zie Gardner had two assists, 
and Davey made 15 saves, but 
it was not enough in the lop-

sided loss. 
The season came to a crush-

ing end for the Westie Sharks 
Monday evening in a heart-
breaking 1-0 loss to seventh-
seeded East Catholic. 

The tenth-seeded Westie 
Sharks dominated play with 
49 shots on goal, but could not 
get one to find the back of the 
net. 

Davey played well in goal 
for the Westie Sharks with 20 
saves, but East Catholic scored 
the winner with 33 seconds to 
go on a rush by Mary McKier-
nan. 

This one may sting a little bit. 
After returning to game ac-
tion for the first time in eleven 
days, the West Haven boys’ 
hockey team played a thriller 
against Xavier. 

Unfortunately for the Wes-
ties, they could not bury sev-
eral glorious opportunities 
and played to a 1-1 tie with the 
Falcons. 

Despite everything which 
felt good about the contest, 
including 50 saves from Jared 
Pliszka, the tie pretty much 
sealed West Haven’s fate as 
the ninth seed in the Division 
I state tournament. 

In all likelihood, West Haven 
will open the tournament with 
a road contest at Greenwich. 
A victory over the Falcons 
would have put the Westies in 
a position where a home con-
test in the tournament would 
have been a possibility. 

After a scoreless first peri-
od in which Pliszka made 14 
saves, Pliszka denied a 2-on-1 
just 3:33 in, then made another 
stop in front with 7:38 left in 

the second. 
While Pliszka was doing his 

thing, the Westies could not 
capitalize offensively as D.J. 
Carfora was denied on a 2-on-
1 with Ben Carfora. 

West Haven finally took a 1-0 
lead when Ben Carfora cre-
ated in front, then took the ini-
tial shot which was tapped in 
by Colin Hines for a 1-0 lead 
with 6:29 left in the second. 

Both teams put the pressure 
on in the third, but the only 

goal belonged to Xavier as a 
short-handed tally evened the 
contest with 4:35 gone by. 

The Westies then had three 
breakaway opportunities to 
either take the lead or win the 
game, but could not convert. 

Nick Boanno was stopped 
with 9:40 remaining by a pad 
save, as was Kaden Morgillo 
with 3:05 left. 

Morgillo was then turned 
aside in overtime with 2:50 re-
maining. 

The Chuck’s Garage Panthers concluded an undefeated season 
by capturing the West Haven Girls Basketball Championship 
Friday night as they upended the TBNG Eagles, 21-16.  Jaeci-
anna Mitchell knocked down a three pointer with a little over a 
minute to go to seal the win for the Panthers.

The Panthers jumped out to a big first quarter lead behind the 
scoring of Hayden Holm, Kylie Gibbons and Tiranke Keita.   In 
the second quarter, Jaecianna Mitchell and Fatoumata Keita 
scored to push the Panthers lead.  Bria Johnson also scored for 
the Panthers.

The Eagles were led by the scoring early from Jayda Cilberti 
and Daniela Bazar.  Perez Rosario and Emily Valasquez kept the 
game tight.  Trailing by 10 points entering the fourth, Justice 
Butler knocked down six quick points to bring the Eagles within 
two points.  The top of the key jumper from Mitchell sealed the 
game and title for the Panthers.

In semifinal action, The Eagles upended the Emmitt’s Auto 
Bruins, 25-6.  Daniela Bazar erupted for 14 points for the Eagles 
and used the offense of Hailey Locus and Brooklyn McCormick 
in the win.   The Bruins scoring came from Amare Bennett, Jada 
Turner and Sarah Went.

The Panthers reached the final by outlasting the Gunning Law 
Firm Huskies, 28-16. Tiranke Keita, Fatoumata, Jacianna Mitch-
ell, and Hayden Holm led a balanced attack for the Panthers.  
Finley Gunning and Taryn Walker each hit for eight points for 
the Huskies.

Panthers take
WHGBL crown

Westies: Teams upended in SCC
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?

Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,

And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience

Friendly service.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street 
parking, Use of penthouse meet-

ing room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview. 

(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 301

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing, snow 
blowingl. Insured. Free estimates. 
Call (203) 506-9384.

SITUATIONS WANTED
Home health aide/caregiver. 
15 years’ experience. Can pro-
vide transportation to doctor’s 
stores, etc. Can do over-nights. 
Reasonable rates. Call (475) 
241-4446. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs -- Walls and ceilings, 

sheetrock, carpentry. Free es-
timates. Insured HC#0647093. 
Bill (203) 901-2136.

Play Fine Music Well.  Piano 
lessons in your home since 
1992, beginners welcome, 
reasonable rates. Details, 

Openings, References: (203) 
479-4467

PLUMBING PROBLEMS?
Leaky faucets, leaky show-

ers, and pipes, bathroom 
sinks, common toilet problems, 
clogged sinks and drains, hot 
water heaters installed, gar-
bade disposals. Call (203) 584-
6868.

ROOMS SOUGHT
 56-year-old female teacher 

seeks a clean, quiet studio, 1 
bedroom, or room with private 
bathroom near West Haven 
area for around $600 including 
utilities. (203) 934-3743.

FOR SALE
1999 Lincoln Towncar. 

104,000 miles, loaded. Must 
Drive. $2500 or best offer. (203) 
907-6993.

FOR SALE
2003 GMC Sinoma Pick-up, 

red. Automatic, tires in good 
shape, interior in good shape. 

Asking $2000. Check Connecti-
cut Marketplace for pictures. 
Come see it! (254) 228-7124. 

Ask for Jean Hinton.

FOR RENT
West Haven – Park Street. One 
room for rent. $500/month, or 
$135/week. Includes utilities. 
One person only. No friend 

overnight. Call Giuseppe, 203-
627-5840. 

 Voice Classifeds
They Work For You!
Call (203) 934-6397.

Answers
to last week s

puzzles

MARCH 5, 2020

TAX SERVICE
More changes in the tax 

law affect both 2018 and 
2019 taxes. Let me help you 
get refunds from your 2018 
taxes. Over 40 years’ expe-
rience preparing taxes in 
a professional, timely and 
cost-efficient manner. No 
waiting with pick-up or drop-
off service. Call bill at (203) 
934-9525.

Legal NoticeLegal Notice

The City Council of the City of West Haven will be holding 
a Public Hearing at 6:55 P.M. on Monday, March 9, in City 
Council Chambers (3rd Floor City Hall) on updating the 
Community Development Administrations Citizen Partici-
pation Plan.

 Voice Classifeds
They Work For You!
Call (203) 934-6397.
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 The Wizards came up big at 
Yankee League Champion-
ships.  The Wizards won sec-
ond place over all in the Yan-
kee League, three age group 
awards for the 6 & under 
boys, 9/10 boys and 15& over 
girls, are sending 40 swim-
mers to the All-Star Pentath-
lon and several Wizards took 
first place in the league for 
their individual events:  Ella 
Sutton in the 6 & under girls 

25-yard butterfly and 25-yard 
freestyle, Aarya Mulmi for the 
11/12 girls 50-yard butterfly 
and 50-yard backstroke, as did 
Collin Charron in the 13/14 
boys 100-yard butterfly and 
the 100-yard backstroke, he 
also set a new Wizard record 
in the 100-yard backstroke.  

From championships, the 
top three swimmers in each 
event qualify for the All-Star 
Pentathlon.  

The All-Star Pentathlon is 
a unique meet, in that all the 
swimmers compete in the 
same five events: butterfly, 
backstroke, breaststroke, free-
style and a 100-yard individu-
al medley.  

The times from all five events 
are added up and the swim-
mer from each age group with 
the fastest cumulative time 
wins.  

This year, 40 Wizards ad-

vanced to All Stars, and three 
others qualified as alternates. 

The following swimmers 
will compete in the All Star 
Pentathlon: Lauren Blake, 
Ethan Burgard, Lucy Caciop-
po, Collin Charron, Jacob Col-
lete, Sophia DeLauri, Emily 
Eschweiler, Kaelyn Falanga, 
Morgan Falanga, Gavin Fal-
cigno, Sean Fitzpatrick, Jeffery 
Flores-Copa, Owen Giannetti-
no, Jillian Goldbeck, Madison 
Hobart, Lauren Hoeppner, 

Madelyn Lisi, Carter Liston, 
Raymond Listori III, Michael 
Meglio, Erin Morton, Kaleigh 
Morton, Aarya Mulmi, Dylan 
Ojeda, Daniel Orazco, Anna 
Piskura, Hannah Rascoll, Ma-
cie Rascoll, Ari Rose, Roman 
Shubin, CJ Sutton, Ella Sutton, 
Kaylee Taulty, Caroline, Ti-
rollo, Emma Tirollo, Kaya Vi-
tal, Lucas Vital, Molly Wilson 
and Lucas Yavagnilio. The al-
ternates are; Evan Piskura, Jo-
hann Chen and David Ojeda.  

Wizards take second in conference championships

Photo by Mike Madera

Tier 2
Champions!

The West Haven Peewee 
AA team shows off its state 
championship trophy after 
winning the Tier 2 Connecti-
cut Hockey Conference title. 
The team’s only bump was 
a 2-2 tie to Wonderland of 
Bridgeport, the same team 
it shutout, 4-0, for the title. 
The West Haven Peewee AA 
team consisted of Zach Goe-
tze, John Donohue, Nick 
Salzano, Beckett Stenz, Mas-
cari, Nicky Stevens, Kemp-
ton, Tyler Donroe, DiNuzzo, 
Tim Donohue, Thomas Porto, 
Nick Eberhart, Connor Benz, 
Locklear, and Jack Aloi. They 
now head to regional compe-
tition.
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Basketball -- Brett Hutchison 
scored seven of his 15 total 
points in a strong spurt late in 
the second quarter to help the 
Green Knights beat Fairfield 
Prep 64-53 in the quarterfi-
nal of the SCC Tournament 
on Saturday. It was the third 
time this season Notre Dame 

beat Fairfield Prep. The win 
advanced the Green Knights 
to the semifinal round where 
they plated Hamden on Mon-
day night. Zach Laput led the 
way with 17 points. Amadou 
Kamara added 10 points while 
Ben Carroll chipped in with 
nine to lead a balanced scor-

ing effort. With the win, Notre 
Dame won its 20th game in a 
season for the third time in the 
last four years. 

ND improved to 20-1 with 
the win, after beating Cross 
and Xavier on the road to end 
the regular season with a 19-1 
mark. Notre Dame will be the 

4th-seed in the Division I State 
Tournament next week. They 
will play their first game on 
Wednesday, March 11 when 
they host the winner of the 
Manchester/Danbury first 
round game.

Hockey -- The hockey team 
ended the regular season with 
a 14-6 record after splitting its 
final four games of the regular 
season. 

Notre Dame beat West Ha-
ven and Ridgefield, while 
falling to Fairfield Prep and 
Darien. John D’Errico and 
John-Michael Childs scored 
in the Green Knights’ 4-2 loss 
to Darien on Feb. 24. Notre 
Dame will play Fairfield Prep 
in the SCC Division I Cham-
pionship Game on Friday, 
March 6. The pairings for the 
CIAC Division I state hockey 
tournament will be released 
on Saturday, March 7.

Swimming -- The swim team 
concluded its regular season 
falling to an undefeated Xavi-
er squad on Feb. 25. 

Alexander Ozonoff and Sean 
McDermott won their mar-
quee events against the Fal-
cons. Ozonoff captured the 
500 freestyle in 5:16.30 to take 
first place in this event. Mc-

Dermott was a second and a 
half better than the Falcons’ 
William Schnedier in the 100 
breaststroke. McDermott won 
the event in 1:07.49. Dylan 
Schwartz took second in the 
diving portion, scoring 168.50 
points. Schwartz and fellow 
diver Hunter Stenquist fin-
ished 21st and 19th respective-
ly in the SCC Diving Champi-
onship on Feb. 28. The team 
competed in the SCC Cham-
pionship Meet on Wednesday, 
march 4 before setting sights 
on competing at the CIAC 
Class M events that start with 
the diving portion on Thurs-
day, March 12.

Wrestling -- Alex Barbour 
was the top Green Knight 
finisher at the Class M State 
Championships as he ad-
vanced to the semifinals before 
ultimately placing sixth in the 
182-pound division. Barbour 
won his first two matches over 
Jacob Sparks from Berlin and 
Aiden Ghiroli from Guilford. 

He then lost his final two 
matches by decisions to Wa-
terford’s Jackson Harshberger 
(14-2) and Platt’s Evean Ogu-
endo by a 10-4 decision. By 
placing sixth, Barbour quali-
fied for the CIAC State Open 

Photo courtesy of NDWH

Brett  Hutchison helped the 5th-ranked Notre Dame basketball team advance to the semifi nal 
round of the SCC Tournament. They played Monday against Hamden hoping to make their 
third title game appearance in the last four years.

Knights top Jesuits in SCC quarterfinal

Lady Devils make, ousted in tourney

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Player of the Week
 Jared Pliszka is the Vio’s Sports Plus/Westie Blue Player of 

the Week. The West Haven senior goaltender has been tremen-
dous all season, and was nothing short of sensational in a 1-1 
tie with Xavier. Pliszka fi nished with 50 saves in the contest, 
including numerous saves in the third period and overtime, 
giving the Westies a chance to earn a possible victory. 

 The streak is finally over. Af-
ter seven consecutive attempts 
to qualify for the state tourna-
ment, the West Haven girls 
basketball team is now in. 

With an 86-22 victory over 
Harding Tuesday afternoon, 
West Haven advanced to the 
postseason for the first time 
since 2017. West Haven finish-
es the regular season at 8-12. 

West Haven had 10 differ-
ent players in the scoring col-
umn and was led by Amani 
Abuhatab with 23 points. Kas-
sidy Carrano scored 12 points, 
Davina Mendez had 10, and 
Tenique Gates and Dealyce 
Howard each scored nine. 

After the first quarter, in 
which West Haven took a 
13-4 lead, the game was never 
in question as a 28-3 second 
quarter run by the Westies in-
creased the lead to 41-7 at the 
half. A 25-4 run in the third 
quarter gave West Haven a 66-
11 lead and ensured the trip 
to the postseason for the first 
time in three years.

Abuhatab, who also record-
ed 13 rebounds and four steals 
in the contest, had five of her 
team’s points in the opening 

quarter, then led the second 
quarter explosion with seven 
points. Carrano had six points 
in the quarter, and Howard 
added five. 

West Haven held Harding to 
single digits in points in each 
of the first three quarters and 
allowed just seven points in 
the first half. 

The run in the state tourna-
ment was a short one for the 
28th-seeded Westies as they 
fell to fifth-seeded Trumbull, 
52-34, in the opening round of 
the Class LL state tournament. 
West Haven converted on just 
8-of-24 free throws in the con-
test. 

Abuhatab led West Haven 
with 14 points, Carrano had 
nine points, and Howard 
added six points in the season-
ending loss. 

The goal of any team in the 
regular season is to be peak-
ing at the right time. The West 
Haven boys basketball team is 
doing exactly that. 

With an 82-50 victory over 
North Haven Tuesday eve-
ning, the Westies won their 
seventh straight contest and 
improved to 13-5 on the year. 

As has been the case 
throughout the season, the 
Westies received a complete 
team effort and were led by 
Malcolm Duncanson with 22 
points. Shea Sheffield added 
15 points, Marlin Walker had 
11, and Laron Holmes scored 
nine in the victory. 

While the Westies struggled 
at the free throw line, hitting 
on just 11-of-23 shots, they 
connected for 11 3-pointers, 
led by Sheffield with four, and 
Duncanson, Walker and Allen 
Meyers with two apiece. 

West Haven team advanced 
to the quarterfinals of the 
Southern Connecticut Confer-
ence tournament with a 50-
34 victory over North Haven 
Thursday evening at West Ha-
ven High. 

Duncanson led the way with 
17 points, while Khalel Francis 
added 12 points, and Sheffield 
had 10 points. Behind eight 
first quarter points from Dun-
canson, West Haven jumped 
out to a 16-10 lead. Buckets by 
Duncanson, Walker, and Ja-
von Calhoun had West Haven 
out to a 6-0 lead.

See Westies, page 12


