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Class of 2020
Graduation goes Drive-through

Before the oubreak of COVID=19 in March, the members of the West Haven 
High School Class of 2020 posed as a group on the steps of Ken Strong Sta-
dium. The class cannot have a traditional graduation ceremony due to state 

reglations, but city and school officials are going to give them a chance to get 
their diplomas in a drive-through ceremony, scheduled June 29 and 30. On the 
night of the scheduled graduation, June 12, an online ceremony will take place.

 The West Haven High School Class 
of 2020 has had what can be easily de-
scribed as an unusual senior year. Be-
gun with the mosquito scare of West 
Nile Virus in late September, the se-
niors had their last year halted by a 
pandemic not seen in decades.

From seeing their classmates daily to 
“distance learning,” the seniors and all 
students in the city lost the social, ath-
letic and personal components of their 
scholastic careers. School officials can’t 
give them the usual pomp and cir-
cumstance that accompanies the end 
of high school, plans are underway to 
give them as close to that experience as 
state guidelines will allow.

Graduation is set for a “virtual” cer-

emony on the night of June 12, accord-
ing to WHHS Principal Dana Paredes. 
The pre-recorded ceremony will be 
shown online to the senior class, and 
will have the usual “speaking part” of 
such events, with speeches from the 
superintendent, Mayor Nancy Rossi, 
and comments by school officials.

“Parents will receive a link to view it 
on the 12th,” Paredes said. “Later that 
night the link will be made public.”

“We are graduating 381 students. 
Chloe Hummel is the Valedictorian, 
and Winnie Jiang is the Salutatorian 
and Class President,” she said.

But the “big moment,” the receiving 
of diplomas was going to be lost. But 
some out-of-the-box thinking will give 

the seniors that moment.
This past Monday, Superintendent 

of School Neil Cavallaro, Paredes, 
and Building Committee Chairman 
Ken Carney showed their plans to the 
Board on Monday.  Earlier that day, 
meetings with the police,  maintenance 
staff, and Tom McCarthy from Public 
Works firmed up the logistics.

According to Cavallaro, a “drive-in” 
ceremony is planned for June 29-30. 
The superintendent described it like 
this:

“1 We will be setting up a stage in the 
student parking lot at the high school.

“ 2. Beginning at the Savin Rock Con-
ference Center, graduates and their 
families will organize in groups of 30.

“3. The first group will ride in pro-
cession to the parking lot and park in 
front of the stage.  

“4. Each student will get out of the 
car.

“5. Their name will be called.  They 
will walk across the stage in cap and 
gown and receive a diploma.

“6. A photographer will take their 
picture.

“7. While the first thirty are parked, 
the second group will be waiting along 
Educational Way.

“8. Once the first group exits, 
through Kelsey Avenue, the second 

group will pull into the parking lot.
“9. The process will continue.”

Graduation, page 3
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 1989 -- Thousands die in the 
Tiananmen Square Massacre. 
Using assault rifles and tanks, 
Chinese troops massacred 
unarmed civilians who had 
taken part in pro-democracy 
protests.

1989 -- Poland holds the first 
free elections after World War 
II. The landslide victory of the 
Polish trade union, “Solidar-
ity”, marked the beginning 
of the Autumn of Nations, a 
wave of revolutions resulting 
in the fall of communism.

1984 -- Bruce Springsteen re-
leases Born in the U.S.A. The 
album was Springsteen’s most 
successful. It featured hits like 
“Born in the U.S.A.”, “Danc-
ing in the Dark”, and “I’m on 
Fire”.

1917 -- The first Pulitzer 
Prize is awarded. Every year, 
the prestigious award hon-
ors outstanding journalistic 
achievements. It was estab-
lished with money bequeathed 
to Columbia University by 
publisher Joseph Pulitzer.

1783 -- The Montgolfier 
brothers demonstrate the first 
hot air balloon. The flight of 
the Montgolfière lasted only 
about 10 minutes, but it se-
cured the French inventors a 
place in the history books.

Births On This Day 
 1985 Evan Lysacek--    Amer-

ican figure skater.
1975 Angelina Jolie --    Amer-

ican actress, director, produc-
er, screenwriter.

1975 Russell Brand -- English 
comedian, actor, singer.

1915 Modibo Keïta --    Ma-
lian politician, 1st President of 
Mali.

 1738 George III of the United 
Kingdom.

Deaths
  2010 John Wooden --  Amer-

ican basketball player, coach.

Families throoughout the city 
are making the best of the Stay-
at-Home order given by Gov. 
Ned Lamont and state health 
officials. Some are learning 
that staying at home can be a 
blast!

The Voice is looking for your 
photos showing the family ac-
tivities you are enjoying. 

Take a photo and send it to 
our Facebook page or to our 
email address: info@west-
havenvoice.com. Include the 
names of the people included 
in the photo and a brief de-
scription of the activity.

Two readers have taken ad-
vantage of the offer and sent in 
photographs and captions.

For those needing further in-
formation, call us at (203) 934-
6397. Your neighbors are inter-
ested and so are we!

Voice looking
for family pics
of fun activities

Columnist and shutterbug Dan Shine captured this sunrise, 
recently, portending fine weather and warmer temperatures in 
the next few days. The photo was taken near Seaview.
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Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516

Bus: 203-932-0591

A Partner in the 
Community

www.newhaven.edu

Continued from page 1
“We have scheduled the event over two nights 

(June 29 and 30) from 4- 7.  Since we’ve never 
done this before, we want to make sure there 
will be plenty of time,” Cavallaro said. “It’s 
important to note, that each student is allowed 
one car, and the only person who can leave the 
car is the graduate.”

Carney, meanwhile, said that special addi-
tions are in the works for the seniors.

“I have met with Gilbane Construction to de-
velop a plan to open the road from Educational 
Way all the way to Circle Street. This will allow 
the groups of 30 vehicles to travel during the 
graduation without having to turn around or 
compete with incoming vehicle groups,” Car-
ney said.  “Two-hundred feet of fencing cover 

has been ordered that will be placed on the 
existing fencing in the student parking by the 
Educational Way entrance. A message of con-
gratulations to the 2020 class will be printed on 
the fence cover.  A 40 foot banner will also be 
installed on the new admin wing in view of the 
stage.”

While the plans are different, and try to make 
the best of the situation, Paredes said the 2020 
senior class was remarkable in many ways, one 
that will stand out..

“This is a class I’ll never forget, not only be-
cause of these unprecedented circumstances, 
but because of who they are as individuals and 
as a class. I hope despite these circumstances, 
I can give them the ending they deserve,” she 
said. 

Graduation: Drive-through set

Mayor announces Centennial panel
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Mayor Nancy R. Rossi is 

commissioning a special com-
mittee to create, organize and 
oversee events for West Ha-
ven’s 100th anniversary next 
year.

The West Haven Centennial 
Committee will celebrate the 
1921 birth of Connecticut’s 
youngest town with a series 
of commemorative events 100 
years in the making.

The centennial will include 
a kickoff ceremony and other 
events that observe West Hav-
en’s rich and diverse heritage, 
Rossi said.

In addition to Rossi, the com-
mittee members are city Hu-
man Resources Commissioner 
Beth A. Sabo, mayoral aide 
Ruth G. Torres, Public Works 
Commissioner Tom J. McCar-
thy, city Treasurer Michael P. 
Last, Charter Revision Com-
missioner Rohan Smith and 
West Haven Historical Society 
President Jon E. Purmont.

Rossi said the committee will 
meet in the coming months to 
plan various centennial events 
for 2021. The committee will 
announce the events once they 
are finalized, she said.

The honorary members are 
state Sens. Gary Winfield 

(D-10), and James Maroney 
(D-14); state Reps. Charles J. 
Ferraro (R-117), Michael A. 
DiMassa (D-116), and Dorinda 
Borer (D-115); City Council 
Chairman Ronald M. Qua-
gliani (D-at-large); and council 
members Bridgette J. Hoskie 
(D-1), William X. Conlon 
(D-2), Elizabeth K. Johnston 
(D-3), Mitchell L. Gallignano 
(D-4), Robbin Watt Hamilton 
(D-5), Peter V. Massaro (D-6), 
Treneé McGee (D-7), Chrystal 
Fanelli (D-8), Robert Bruneau 
(D-9), Barry Lee Cohen (R-10), 
Gary T. Donovan (D-at-large), 
and Colleen O’Connor (R-at-
large).

West Haven, now a city, in-
corporated as Connecticut’s 
youngest in 1961, is also one of 
the state’s oldest communities.

In 1648, West Haven, then 
known as West Farms, was set-
tled by farmers from the New 
Haven Colony. West Farms 
became the separate parish of 

West Haven in 1719 through 
a petition granted by the Gen-
eral Assembly. In 1822, the 
parish united with North Mil-
ford to form the town of Or-
ange before separating from 
Orange in 1921 to become the 
town of West Haven.

See Centennial, page 4
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Applications for the Summer Youth Employment Program are 
available on the city website.

Download an application at http://cityofwesthaven.com/Docu-
mentCenter/View/2412/Summer-Youth-Employment-Program-
Application-2020-PDF.

The four-week summer program, which is awaiting federal 
funding, is aimed at funding positions for low-income residents 
ages 14-21.

Applications with all required documents are due by 5 p.m. 
June 5 to coordinator Jim Eagan, Summer Youth Employment 
Program, Department of Human Resources, 355 Main St., West 
Haven 06516. Applications can also be inserted into the drop 
box at the Main Street entrance of City Hall.

Incomplete applications will not be processed.
Students must also include copies of information, such as a 

birth certificate and Social Security card, as well as documenta-
tion of household income. Students who receive free lunch must 
provide proof as well.

Family income is based on the number of people per house-
hold and is required to be within 185 percent of state poverty 
income levels.

Applications for summer
jobs now being accepted

Continued from page 3
According to the Historical Society, West Haven was founded 

by several New Haven Colony leaders who recognized the value 
of the extended shoreline, unadulterated forests and potential 
farmland. The historic crossing into West Farms was by horse-
 bridge over the West River near New Haven Harbor. The West 
River Crossing is an event that is commemorated to this day 
both in ceremony and in a master mural in the post office on 
Campbell Avenue.

Soon after, according to information on the society’s website, 
guilds built six large post-medieval houses within a short dis-
tance of the community’s central Green, a common grazing and 
meeting site. The earliest settlers shared the lands with three ma-
jor Native American tribes that historically summered in West 
Farms, using the resources of forests, three tributaries and a 
shoreline abundant with both freshwater and saltwater life.

Centennial: Panel listed

Beach Street rehab gets $5.2M
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
State Rep. Dorinda Borer 

and Mayor Nancy R. Rossi 
announced $5.2 million in 
state funding May 26 to com-
plete the raising of a section of 
Beach Street and First Avenue 
that was 5 feet underwater 
during Superstorm Sandy.

“This was two years in the 
making of trying to educate 

federal, state and local agen-
cies on the importance of this 
project to West Haven,” said 
Borer (D-115). “We had a few 
doors close on us along the 
way, but as the old saying 
goes, ‘When one door closes, 
find a window,’ and we did.

“I am grateful to the mayor 
and my area colleagues for 
their support and everyone 
who played a key part in se-

curing these funds and priori-
tizing this project.”

Rossi said: “During my time 
as mayor, I have strongly ad-
vocated to raise Beach Street 
to mitigate the risks of future 
extreme weather events and 
to promote economic develop-
ment. Thank you to our state 
delegation for supporting this 
project.”

Borer and Rossi heralded the 

money during a news confer-
ence attended by more than 
two dozen residents, includ-
ing city leaders and members 
of West Haven’s General As-
sembly delegation, at the San-
dy Point Beach & Bird Sanc-
tuary on Beach Street. West 
Haven Fire Department Chief 
James P. O’Brien discussed 
the public safety aspect of the 
project.

They were joined by state 
Sens. Gary Winfield, (D-10), 
and James Maroney (D-14); 
state Reps. Charles J. Ferraro 
(R-117), and Michael A. Di-
Massa (D-116); City Council 
Chairman Ronald M. Qua-
gliani (D-at large); council 
members Gary Donovan (D-at 
large), Colleen O’Connor (R-at 
large), Wil

liam X. Conlon (D-2), Robbin 
Watt Hamilton (D-5), Robert 
Bruneau (D-9), and Barry Lee 
Cohen (R-10); city Treasurer 
Michael P. Last; and Lou Es-
posito, Rossi’s executive as-
sistant.

The $5.2 million obtained by 
Borer and the delegation is for 
phases two and three of the 
state and federal project.

The necessary $3.5 million 
in funding for phase one had 
previously been secured in the 
amount of $2.94 million from 
the U.S. Department of Hous-

ing and Urban Development’s 
Community Development 
Block Grant Disaster Recovery 
program and $560,000 from 
the city.

Phase one got underway last  
week, said Rossi, who added 
that she plans to hold a pub-
lic hearing for phases two and 
three of the work.

“Our shoreline is truly one of 
West Haven’s greatest recre-
ational and economic assets,” 
Rossi said. “This project is vi-
tally important in protecting 
our neighborhoods and will 
help ignite economic develop-
ment on the Beach Street cor-
ridor.”

City Engineer Abdul Qua-
dir, who also spoke at the 
news event, said the $8.7 mil-
lion project includes raising a 
3,750-foot stretch of First Av-
enue and Beach Street from 
Monahan Place, near the 
wastewater treatment plant, 
to Morse Avenue, near the for-
mer Chick’s Drive-in restau-
rant.

Elevations will range from 2 
to 5 feet, based on existing to-
pography, he said.

Quadir said the project also 
includes new sidewalks, sew-
ers and utilities, as well as a 
two-way bike lane for future 
connection to a regional shore-
line bikeway system.

Photo by Marcin J. Stakevitch

From left, state Rep. Dorinda Borer, D-West Haven, and Mayor Nancy R. Rossi, joined by 
City Engineer Abdul Quadir, announce $5.2 million in state funding for the raising of Beach 
Street during a news conference at the Sandy Point Beach & Bird Sanctuary on May 26. 

WEST HAVEN LEGAL NOTICE

A certified list of Democratic and Republican party-endorsed candidates for the City of West 
Haven for election as Democratic and Republican Registrar of Voters will be on file in the West 
Haven City Clerk’s Office, 355 Main St. West Haven, CT.

A list of party-endorsed Democratic and Republican Justice of the Peace will also be on file 
in the City Clerk’s Office.

A Primary will be held August 11, 2020 if the required primary petition for opposition candi-
dates is filed, pursuant to Sections 9-382 to 9-450 of the Connecticut General Statutes, not 
later than 4:00 p.m. on June 11, 2020. Petition forms, instructions and information concerning 
the procedure for filing of opposing candidacies, including schedules, may be obtained from:

Sherri Lepper-Democratic Registrar of Voters
JoAnn Callegari-Republican Registrar of Voters
355 Main Street, West Haven, Ct. 06516

Patricia Horvath
West Haven City Clerk

WEST HAVEN CITY COUNCIL LEGAL NOTICE

The Finance Committee of the West Haven City Council will hold a Public Hearing at 6: 55 
P.M. on June 8, 2020. The Hearing is in regards to an Amendment for the Community Devel-
opment Participation Plan: In order to prevent, prepare for, and respond to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19), the City of West Haven, Community Development Administration was allocated 
an additional $442,726 in CDBG. The Community Development Administration Citizen Partici-
pation Plan, 2015-2019 Consolidated Plan and 2019 Annual Action Plan shall be amended to 
include all funding allocated through the CARE Act.

This meeting will be held via electronic methods in accordance with Rule.#30. 
Visit https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5cM1trmHe999FXNJ56X_Jg to watch the meet-

ing live. In order to submit comment, please mail to West Haven City Council, 355 Main Street 
West Haven, CT 06516. Comments may also be emailed to mdimassa@westhaven-ct.gov. 
Comments must be received by 5:00 P.M. on June 8th to be read into the record. 

Stacy Riccio
Clerk of the Council

Legal NoticeLegal Notice
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 Providing a full–spectrum of products and services, both traditional and alternative, preneed 
and at-need. 

Our professional staff is a group of compassionate and dedicated funeral directors experienced 
in discussing customized options with families. We are available to assist families at the time of 

immediate need or to help families make prearrangements.  
 

            Philip M. Appell, Funeral Director   
Phil.appell@carriageservices.com  

  
www.keenanfuneralhome.com 

238 Elm Street   330 Notch Hill Rd. 
  West Haven      North Branford 
(203) 933-1217     (203) 481-3217 

Sale library site prompts questions
 A letter sent to the Voice, this 

week, by a group calling itself 
the Louis Piantino Library 
Book Discussion Group, ques-
tions the potential sale of the 
former Forest School Building 
to a city developer as well as 
the future of the facility in the 
borough.

The city recently accepted a 
$325,000 bid for the building 
at 1 Forest Road by the Acorn 
Group, headed by developer 
David Beckerman. Beckerman 
and Acorn have been at the 
forefront of Allingtown’s re-
cent revitalization. His group 
has constructed The Atwood, 
at 222 Boston Post Road, and 
is currently completing the 
Parkview, which is on Cellini 
Place. 

The letter states:
“We are terribly concerned 

about what is happening to the 
West Haven Library. The pro-
posed Library budget for 2021 
has been slashed by $200,000, 
and we do not know why. The 
City Council voted on April 27 
to sell the Allingtown Library 
building (The Louis Piantino 
Library) at 1 Forest Road to 
The Acorn Group without any 
public forewarning or input 
that we can find, and without 
a plan in place to relocate the 
library. 

“It is unclear what Acorn 
plans to do with the library 
building, but there is a rumor 
that they plan to demolish 
the building to create a park-
ing lot. Is that ill-founded? We 
also would like to know who 
decided to sell that building 
and why. When did it go out to 
bid? What were the bids, and 
by whom were they made? 
And, is the rumor true that the 
City Council turned down a 
$500,000 bid and agreed to sell 
to Acorn for $325,000?

 “As avid users of the Al-
lingtown/Piantino Library, we 
are deeply concerned about 
the potential loss of this vital 
community resource. We hope 
someone can find the answers 
for us.”

The Voice sent a series of 
questions to Mayor Nancy 
Rossi, Chairman of the City 
Council Ron Quagliani (D-
at-large), Ken Carney, who is 
helping in negotiations, and 
representatives of  the Village 
Improvement Association, the 
governing body of the city’s 
library system. Executive Di-
rector Collen Bailie responded 
for the VIA, while Corpora-
tion Counsel Lee Tiernan 
responded for the council.

During those postings, infor-
mation provided to the Voice 
indicate the VIA did offer a 
$500,000 bid for the property; 
however, city officials said the 
Acorn Group had “first refus-
al” on the building, prompting 
the acceptance of the lower 
bid.

Mayor Rossi reported the 

Acorn bid was accepted, but 
the contract is still under ne-
gotiations.

“The city accepted a pro-
posal from Acorn for the Al-
lingtown Library for $325,000. 
The contract has not yet been 
finalized,” she said.

However, she indicated 
while the sale might go 
through, the library’s location 
will remain unchanged for the 
time being.

“Under the agreement, the 
library may stay at its current 
location for three years and 
then potentially relocate to 
another space within the Al-
lingtown section of the city,” 
she said.

According to sources in-
volved in the discussions, the 
William T. Blake Building, for-
mer headquarters of the city’s 
school system, will be refur-
bished as a possible location.

Rossi indicated one of the 
primary goals of the sale is 
to put the former municipal 
building onto the tax rolls.

“Once transferred, the li-
brary building will be back on 
the tax rolls and generating 
commercial tax revenue,” she 
said.

As far as the cut in budget, 
Rossi indicated her original 
plan was to keep the library 
at status quo in the new fiscal 
year.

“My budget recommenda-
tion for fiscal year 2021 held 
library funding flat at $1.421 
million, the same amount that 
was appropriated for fiscal 
year 2020. The library board 
had requested $1.758 million, 
an increase of more than 20%, 
which was not possible under 
our city’s current financial 
condition,” she said. “The City 
Council held $100K pending 
the results of a requested li-
brary study and cut another 
$100K based on information 
from the library governing 
board, the Village Improve-
ment Association, that it re-
ceived a federal Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) 
forgivable loan for more than 
$100K.”

Rossi said her administration 
is committed to keeping and 
improving the library system.

“The library is not operated 
by the City of West Haven. 
The Village Improvement As-

sociation, a 501(c) (3) non-
profit organization, runs the 
day-to-day operation. The 
city does not have a seat on its 
board, although city taxpayers 
fund most of the library oper-
ating budget,” she said. “My 
administration is committed 
to a state-of-the-art modern 
library system and would like 
to work with the board to en-
sure the city has a first-class 
library operation in Alling-
town for future generations to 
enjoy.”

Rossi ended by saying the 
city charter delineates the con-
trol of the library and how it is 
funded. Given those strictures, 
the administration is trying to 
work with the VIA.

“The Village Improvement 
Association has complete 
control over the West Haven 
library system per the West 
Haven City Charter. The city 
charter requires the city to 
fund the system. The Board of 
the Village Improvement As-
sociation will decide, based 
on resources available from 
the city and their endowment 
funds, how the library system 
will operate,” she said.

Bailie, responding to our in-
quiry, said the VIA became 
aware of a potential sale late 
last year, and determined a 
bid was in order.

“The VIA became aware that 

its Allingtown location was up 
for sale when members read 
the city’s RFP (Request for 
Proposal) notice in the New 
Haven Register in December 
of 2019,” Bailie said. “The VIA 
immediately began the exten-
sive process of preparing a bid 
to purchase the building. Our 
bid was designed to not only 
to maintain a library presence 
in Allingtown, but to expand 
it, as well. The VIA was disap-
pointed to learn in March that 
our bid was not chosen and 
that the property was sold to 
a developer who has, to date, 
not articulated the intended 
use for the property.”

Bailie indicated talks have 
begun with city officials as to 
future locations for the library, 
which has an extensive con-
stituency. She said those talks 
will help determine future 
plans.

“We are now engaged in a 
dialogue with the City of West 
Haven in order to find and 
pay for alternate space in Al-
lingtown so we can continue 
to provide our critical services 
to the community. It is clear 
that the continuation of library 
services in Allingtown will re-
quire a committed partner in 
the city and likely the need for 
the city to reconsider its recent 
$200,000 cut to our operating 
budget. Otherwise, it is dif-

ficult to see how sustained li-
brary services in Allingtown 
will be possible,” she said. 

Bailie said the VIA is look-
ing forward to the discussions 
ahead with an open mind.

“The VIA looks forward to 
an open, transparent, engage-
ment with the city in deter-
mining how its critical public 
services will remain at home 
in Allingtown,” she said. 

Carney, who is helping the 
city negotiate Allingtown proj-
ects, said one problem with 
the library’s bid was the fact it 
did not attach a deposit check, 
which is part of any purchase 
bid. He sent documents show-
ing the bids and Acorn check. 

“Part of the process is giving 
a surety deposit on any pur-
chase bid of this kind. Acorn 
attached a check. We got a 
piece of paper from the VIA. 
They were disqualified.”

Carney reiterated the may-
or’s concern the building be 
put on the tax rolls. The deci-
sion was a matter of dollars 
and cents.

“Part of the plan was to put 
the building on the rolls,” he 
said. “I can take a $500,000 bid 
that gives me the price, but I’ll 
never get taxes from it again, 
or I can sell a building for $1 
and have $60,000 in taxes each 

See Library, page 15
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By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
It’s not March anymore.
The coronavirus has taken a 

heartbreaking toll on Ameri-
cans, but the course of the vi-
rus is not the same as it was a 
few months ago. 

We are on the other side of 
the curve. There are encourag-
ing signs all over the country, 
and no early indications of a 
reopening debacle.

The question now is whether 
the media and political system 
can absorb good news on the 
virus, which is often ignored 
or buried under misleading 
storylines.

The press has a natural af-
finity for catastrophes, which 
make compelling viewing and 
good copy. The pandemic is 
indeed a once-in-a-generation 
story. So, the media is natu-
rally loath to shift gears and 
acknowledge that the corona-
virus has begun to loosen its 
grip.

Meanwhile, progressives 
and many journalists have 
developed a near-theologi-
cal commitment to the lock-
downs, such that any informa-
tion that undermines them is 
considered unwelcome, even 
threatening. 

This accounts for the wide-
spread sense that no one 
should say things have gotten 
better ... or people are going to 
die.

Usually, when it is thought 
the public can’t handle the 
truth, it is a truth about some 
threat that could spark panic. 
In this case, the truth is infor-
mation that might make peo-
ple think it’s safe to go outside 
again.

Almost all of the discussion 
about reopening is framed by 
worries that we will reopen 
too soon, not that we might re-
open too late. That is literally 
unthinkable, even as we have 
entered a new phase.

As data analyst Nate Sil-
ver pointed out last week, 
the seven-day rolling aver-
age for deaths is 1,362, down 
from 1,761 the week prior and 
a peak of 2,070 on April 21. 
That’s still much too high, but 
the trend is favorable.

Testing capacity, such a con-
cern for so long, has really 
begun to expand after hitting 
a plateau for weeks. Testing 
nationally on some days has 
been in the high 300,000s or 
over 400,000. 

The issue in some states now 
is not capacity, but actually 
finding enough people to test.

Scott Gottlieb of the Ameri-
can Enterprise Institute notes 
that the positivity rate, or 
percentage of people testing 
positive, has continued to fall 
throughout May. 

The press has often, out of 
sloppiness or willfulness, 
tried to create negative news 

around the re-openings. CNN 
recently tweeted, “Texas is 
seeing the highest number of 
new coronavirus cases and 
deaths just two weeks after it 
officially re-opened.” As Sean 
Trende of RealClearPolitics 
pointed out, the seven-day 
rolling average of new cases 
had indeed been trending up, 
but the seven-day rolling aver-
age of the number of tests had 
gone up, too -- which would 
naturally turn up more cases. 
The key indicator is the posi-
tivity rate, and it was down in 
Texas.

Headlines noted that Florida 
recorded 500 new cases in one 
day. It generated fewer head-
lines, and perhaps none, when 
Gov. Ron DeSantis explained 
that the state had received a 
dump of 75,000 test results, 
yielding the 500 new cases, for 
a minuscule positivity rate of 
0.64%.

It’s not as though we haven’t 
had a cataract of unassailably 
legitimate bad news over the 
past few months. We’ve been 
experiencing a wrenching 
public health crisis and a steep 
recession on top of it. 

There shouldn’t be a need to 
obscure favorable trends. We 
can handle the truth.

 ~~~
Rich Lowry is editor 

of the National Review.
(c) 2020 by King Features 

Synd., Inc.

The press likes the hysteria

The Wuhan Virus has done damage to all facets of 
life, from work to leisure, hobbies to home. The ill-
ness, ballyhooed by incorrect models and extended 
media hype, has caused the alteration of the way we 
do things for the time being, and probably into the 
next little while. That is why we have to give kudos 
to the City Council for its timely passage of the city’s 
Fiscal Year 2021 budget. 
As reported in the last edition, the City Council 

was able to pass the mayor’s $165.2 million budget 
-- with alterations – in the charter-prescribed time 
of the first Thursday in May. Under directives from 
Gov. Ned Lamont, municipalities were given an op-
tion of extending its budget-passage timetable into 
next month, but the council determined it didn’t 
need the extra time.
A total of 11 meetings were conducted – all through 

various means of online conferencing – and the fi-
nal touches were put on the budget for passage. The 
council is to be commended as well for ill-fated at-
tempt to cut the mill rate increase from .80 to .58. 
During its deliberations, the panel was able to find 
nearly $600,000 in cuts to make money-strapped 
taxpayers’ burden a bit easier.
That didn’t sit well with the state’s Office of Poli-

cy and Management, which oversees the Municipal 
Accountability Review Board (MARB) that, in turn, 
oversees city finances. It must be remembered the 
MARB mandated that over the term of the current 
five-year plan, the city must raise its mill rate to 40. 
The .80 mill rate increase proposed by Mayor Rossi 
was part of that plan.
With the pandemic, the council hoped to cut the 

increase to lesser amount to help taxpayers. In what 
can be termed a typical bureaucratic lack of grasp-
ing reality, the OPM gurus let it be known that any-
thing less than a .80 increase would be rejected and 
sent back for revision. 
So, the council determined where the extra funds 

would do most good. They added money to contin-
gency funds and other such accounts in view of the 
pandemic, and its effect on taxpayers.
As far as OPM and MARB the lack of empathy for 

taxpayers has been the hallmark of the last three 
years since they took over. We shouldn’t be sur-
prised by the matter-of-factness with their decision. 
The agency and the review panel have shown a dis-
tinct lack of humanity in the entire process. This was 
just par for the course.
The city’s mill rate then, the amount per thousand 

dollars of assessment taxpayers will be dunned is 
37.48, or $37.48 per thousand up to 70 percent of 
the assessed value.
But, we believe the council showed the type of 

fiscal understanding we want from our elected of-
ficials, and should be commended. Councilwoman 
Bridgette Hoskie (D-1) is to be congratulated, along 
with Council Chairman Ron Quagliani and the rest 
of the council for their attention to detail in such un-
usual circumstances.
The budget got conditional final approval by the 

Hartford overseers, contingent on the passage of a 
five-year plan that meets its approval . It is believed 
the panel will find no other problems, but we’ve been 
wrong before.
Still, congrats to the council on a job well done dur-

ing a situation no one expected. You have worked 
hard for your constituents.

Council deserves praise
for timely vote on budget
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Dan Shine is a columnist for 
the West Haven Voice, and 
former historian of the First 
Congregational Church.

Captain Thomas Boulevard
For years I have wondered about 

the origin of the name of Savin 
Rock’s primary thoroughfare; the 
following was found in the 1968 
Annual Report of the West Haven 
Redevelopment Agency:

Many people have wondered 
about the change of the name 
for Thomas Street.  

Actually it is no change at 
all—merely a formalizing of 
what has always been.

Some people have expressed 
the opinion that the change to 
Captain Thomas Boulevard is 
an infringement on matters 
historical and a drastic mod-
ern departure from the com-
fortable old.

Nothing could be further 
from the truth.  Thomas Street 
was originally named to honor 
the memory of Captain Amos 
C. Thomas, and the Agency 
is following the course of his-
tory.

Captain Thomas was an 
early West Haven shipbuilder 
and sea-faring man—born in 
1785—whose sloops, includ-
ing one commanded by him, 
sailed to the British West In-
dies for cargoes of rum, spices 
and molasses.

The old Thomas homestead 
was on First Avenue at the 
corner of what is now Willow 
Street (Willow Street didn’t 
exist then) and it is possible, 
on a clear day, to have an un-
impeded view of Long Island 
Sound—down to the present 
Savin Rock section.  

Between the homestead and 
the Sound was one vast, flat 

expanse of salt marshes.
It is said that when Cap-

tain Thomas returned from 
his voyages, he sailed up the 
Sound and into the West Riv-
er, heaving anchor in the shal-
lows opposite the salt marshes 
which bordered his land.

The homestead, altered by 
remodeling still stands today.

Captain Thomas died Octo-
ber 31, 1858 at age 72, and was 
buried at Oak Grove Cem-
etery.  

We are indebted to William 
Brown of Sycamore Lane, Or-
ange for the information on 
Captain Thomas. 

Mr. Brown is well informed 
on area historical matters and 
is a genealogist.

The Thomas name has not 
disappeared from the West 
Haven scene, although there 
is only one direct descendant 
left.  

She is Mrs. Harriet Thomas 

Crane North of 77 Center 
Street.  Mrs. North, wed to 
Edward H. North, is a past 
president of the West Haven 
Historical Society; historian 
for the Connecticut League of 
Historical Societies; and mem-
ber of the Antiquarian and 
Landmarks Society of Con-
necticut.

Mrs. North’s maternal grand-
father was George Thomas, 
who served as Town Clerk of 
Orange and later in the same 
capacity when West Haven be-
came a separate community, 
for some 35 years.  In addi-
tion, he at various times held 
the posts of Tax Collector and 
Postmaster. 

Mrs. North’s mother was 
Bertha Thomas, who married 
Russell J. Crane.

~~~
 Ed note: We thank Rich Boshea 

for helping compile the informa-
tion for this article.

Historian’s corner                                   Historian’s corner                                   By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

C i Th B l d

Maroney gets Dem not for second term
State Sen. James Maroney (D140 has 

received the Democratic Party nomi-
nation to seek re-election for the 14th 
Senate District which includes Milford, 
Orange, West Haven and Woodbridge. 
He won a unanimous vote of the del-
egates to the Democratic Party conven-
tion.  Maroney is looking for his sec-
ond term.

During his first term, Senator Ma-
roney led the effort to pass several bills 
in Connecticut that helped ensure a 
better future for our aging population, 
youth, and veterans. 

As Senate Chairman of the Veterans 
Committee, he was the main author 
of a new “Military to Machinist” pro-

gram that will establish certain job 
training programs to assist veterans 
with the skills needed to obtain jobs in 
advanced manufacturing and other re-
lated positions. 

He also co-authored pieces of legisla-
tion that expand eligibility for veterans 
to receive certain state benefits; and 
provide greater property tax relief for 
veterans

 Maroney supported a fiscally strong 
budget, under which the state Rainy 
Day fund reached an all-time high of 
$2.45 billion earlier this year, leaving 
Connecticut amongst the best posi-
tioned states to respond to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. He also fought to 

ensure that Connecticut’s aging popu-
lation would receive a phase out of the 
income tax

“As a Senator, James Maroney fights 
to keep grant money coming into our 
communities; he works directly with 
residents and businesses to keep them 
informed about critical pandemic news 
and fast-changing executive orders 
coming out of Hartford,” Milford May-
or Ben Blake said. “I’m so impressed 
by the depth and breadth of James’ 
knowledge regarding local, state and 
federal coronavirus relief programs 
- he’s a lifeline between many strug-
gling constituent families and the help 
they depend upon.” Sen. MARONEY
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Dear Felicia

“The affordable home heating oil specialists” 

Serving West Haven residents since 1987.          HOD #362 Cobina

Well sweetie pie, effen I was 
a bettin’ kind, I’d say we are 
finally gittin’ out of this lock-
down, which a local cleric 
termed, “Covid-tide,” and 
might actually be going back 
to normal. I hafta say effen 
traffic on the I-95 corridor 
betwixt Greenwich and New 
Haven is any indication, the 
people have decided the lock-
down is over – regardless o’ 
what His Excellency, the Gov-
ernor decides.

In fack, the Wag was here 
t’other afternoon for tea – 
don’t worry we kep’ our dis-
tance – and sez he watched 
one o’ the Gov’s pressers re-
garding the Wuhan Flu and 
said the only thing that came 
to his mind was a song from 
the early 1950: 

First you say you do, and 
then you don’t; 

and then, you say you will, 
and then you won’t; 

you’re undecided now. So, 
whattaya gonna do?

It fits, the guy has gone back-
and-forth so many times, he’s 
like an oscillating fan. He 

wanted the job, but yew can 
tell, he’s a bit outta his ken on 
this. He wanted to tell people 
how to live their lives – that’s 
what guys like him do – but, 
when push came to shove 
and it didn’t have to do with 
money, he was and is at sea. 
Meanwhile, don’t git the Wag 
started on the abdication of 
responsibility on the part o’ 
the General Assembly. Those 
people should be docked their 
pay.

And effen there is any doubt 
that people are up to here with 
the lockdown, Cobina hap-
pened to pass by a local shop-
ping center. I’d like to know 
how social distancing works 
with thousands of people in a 
few stores?

The people have decided 
with their feet, the “experts” 
be damned.

~~~
We see barber shops and salons 

are no open, and most are taking 
appointments to get a trim or a 
perm to keep the shops “socially 
distant.” And, the restaurants 
will be open soon with outdoor 

service. Let’s jest hope the weath-
er, which can’t decide effen it’s 
March or June, gets warm for 
good.

~~~
Interestingly, whilst the Me-

morial Day Parade was axed, 
and the July 3 fireworks can-
celed, the one event that we 
ain’t hoid about, so far, is the 
Savin Rock Festival. That was 
supposed to make a return 
this year, and it is usually to-
ward the end o’ July. Nothing 
definite seems to be coming 
out – yet. Somethin’ tells me 
they are trying very hard to 
keep one event open for the 
public this year. People are 
getting very restless.

~~~
Sammy Bluejay perched himself 

on the window t’other afternoon, 
and said he’d been breezin’ by the 
Haven Project to see exactly what 
– if anything – is going on over 
there. Well, effen you think it’s 
demolition, think again. Maybe 
it’s cuz o’ the lockdown, but noth-
ing is really happening over there.

Now, Water Street was closed 
off as was the last block o’ Main 
Street, which is gonna be part o’ 
this shopping mall when and if 
it ever gits built. The street was 
closed off a few weeks ago, and a 
chain-link fence surrounds every-
thing, whilst the street is blocked 
by concrete bumpers.

There is no demolition going on, 
but it seems the local fire brigade 
is using some o’ the structure for 
some on-the-job training. Sammy 
saw some members of the brigade 
climing ladders and walking a 

roof or two.
We’ll give it the benefit o’ the 

doubt and say that the COV-
ID-19 lockdown is the reason for 
this delay, but we’ll see.

~~~
Of course, one o’ the big hap-

penings last week, was the 
announcement of the Beach 
Street rehab funding that came 
via the General Assembly. 
About $5 million smackers are 
gonna be put toward the pro-
jeck, which will raise the road-
bed of the thoroughfare about 
seven feet. It’s an attempt to 
protect it from the erosion that 
happens over there constantly.

You remember in 2012-13, 
erosion had almost wiped out 
the road, and undermined 
some drain and sewer pipes 
that happen to be placed over 
there. It was a dangerous situ-
ation. The beach was rebuilt, 
but here we are some years lat-
er, and erosion over the win-
ter has begun to expose the 
rebuild, and the beach sand 
that was put down has been 
cut into perty badly. Soooo, 
this comes at a good time. It’s 
been three years since the proj-
ect was announced. Mayor Ed 
O’Brien was in office then.

Let’s hope the whole thing 
goes off without a hitch. Still, 
it’s gonna be interesting how 
this is gonna be constructed. 
That is a major ingress to the 
city shoreline, and the ripple 
effecks during construction 
will be something to watch.

~~~
Iva Lootey came in last week and 

was reporting about the gradua-
tion ceremonies the local high 
school kids are gonna have. You 
couldn’t blame these youngsters 
effen they feel somewhat snake-
bit. The year starts off OK, but 
before you know it, West Nile 
Virus and mosquitos become the 
first problem. Things that should 
be standard fare for after-school 
hours had to be either canceled 
or rescheduled for sunlight hours 
cuz o’ the outbreak.

Then we git by that and before 
you can say Happy New Year, 
this Chinese Virus comes along 
and all the plans the class had for 
itself going into the final months 
of the school year were put on ice, 
and then perty much canceled…
or so they thought.

I guess the prom is gonna be 
a bit later, and is scheduled for 
August, which is nice, they don’t 
hafta miss that. But I gotta say, 
whoever came up with idea for 
the drive-in graduation ceremony 
June 29 and 30, kudos. That was 
thinking outside the box.

The kids are gonna have a “vir-
tual” graduation on the correck 
date, which is June 12. It will 
have pre-recorded speeches and 
the things one associates with 
similar events. Of course, the 
passing of diplomas can’t happen. 
That’s where minds got together 
and came up with a good plan. 
It ain’t the best, but it’s making 
lemonade outta these lemons.

The kids will have a drive-in 
graduation, with cars going in 
procession along the perimeter of 
the high school, and the kids will 
be allowed to exit their vehicles 
and git their diplomas. The de-
tails of it are in today’s papyrus, 
but like I said, kudos. It certainly 
is something these youngsters 
can tell their own kids some day.

~~~
One more thing, I see is the 

Gripe Vine someone was talk-
ing about the deplorable con-
dition of the portable facili-
ties along the Boardwalk. Our 
editor, who jogs by there now 
that it is again open, saw for 
himself the filthy condition. 

But, with the reopening of 
the park, the potties must 
have been put back on sched-
ule, cuz they were cleaned, 
and two more were added – 
maybe until they out building 
over there can be open. Soooo, 
there was a letter in this week 
about it, and it was taken care 
of. Things seem to be some-
what back to normal.

People are using the park, 
and others we see. How about 
reinstalling the hoops on the 
basketball courts? The kids 
do need something to do, yew 
know. Effen they ain’t sick 
by now, they probably aren’t 
gonna be. We hafta get back to 
real life sooner or later.

~~~
With that bit o’ chatter, I’ll close 

this time till next, mitt luff und 
kizzez, 
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Photo by Dan Shine

Sun ‘n Surf!
City beaches were opened May 22 for Memorial Day weekend, following clearance from state and city offi  cials. Thousands 

across the state took the opportunity to enjoy the fi rst warm weather of the spring along the shore. Shine caught this view, look-
ing toward Lake Street. 

Stop&Shop
offers new
deliveries

To ensure its community 
members are able to access 
the essential goods they need, 
Stop & Shop is launching 
same-day Pickup & Delivery 
service, which began June 3  at 
its West Haven store located at 
460 Elm Street. The new offering 
provides local customers with a 
faster and more convenient way 
to shop with pick-up available in 
as little as four hours. Customers 
can now place an order on Peapod.
com, head to the store, and have a 
Stop & Shop associate load their 
groceries right into their car. 

“It’s exciting to have our 
community members be able 
to experience the convenience 
of shopping online again and 
pick up essential items all 
the while ensuring social dis-
tancing and safety practices 
remain in effect,” said  Bill 
O’Donnell, West Haven Store 
Manager. “We hope that rein-
stating this service at our store 
will provide a seamless and 
safe shopping experience for 
our customers.”

To use the service, custom-
ers can visit www.peapod.
com and select “Pick-up” 
at the West Haven address. 
Customers can then head to 
the store at their chosen pick-
up time, park in a designated 
pick-up spot, then call a phone 
number to let the store team 
know they have arrived. Stop 
& Shop team members will 
then deliver their order right 
to their car.

City participating

 in tax program 
The City Council on April 

22 approved a motion allow-
ing the city to participate in 
the Low Interest Rate Pro-
gram authorized by Gov. Ned 
Lamont’s executive order in 
response to the coronavirus 
pandemic, Mayor Nancy R. 
Rossi announced.

The council’s endorsement 
of the proposal amid a special 
meeting paved the way for the 
low-interest program to aid 
city taxpayers affected by CO-
VID-19.

According to Section 6 of Ex-
ecutive Order 7S, the program 
mandates that delinquent tax-
es remaining due and payable 
from April 1 are subject to a 
reduced interest rate of 3% per 
year for 90 days from April 1.

New taxes due July 1 will 
have a 30-day grace period 
and in the event they are paid 
late will also qualify for a re-
duced interest rate for 90 days.

Voice Classifieds
(203) 934-6397
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Shred Event scheduled
 The West Haven Italian-American Civic Association and La-

dies Auxiliary is holding a Shred Event on Saturday, June 20,, 
from 10-1.  The cost is $10 for a small box, $20 for large, and $20 
for a hard drive.  There is virtually no contact, as it is a drive-
through shred event. Pop your trunk, open your door, and we 
will remove items for you. 

Student loans
The Seth Haley Memorial Loan Fund of West Haven provides 

eligible college students with loans of up to $2500 to help stu-
dents fi nish their post high school education.  Applicants must 
be West Haven residents.If you are interested in making an ap-
plication for a loan, please call  Ralph Lawson, (203) 934-6442.

Around TownAround Town

edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Darryl T Zebrowski, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

5 Wagner Place Suite 4 
West Haven, CT 06516 
203-937-0005

Reminder for club, and social publicists
The West Haven Voice would like to remind club publicists of 

the requirements for weekly reports. Our rule is: we will edit it, 
headline it and print it, but we will not write it. 

Publicists are reminded that copy should be in complete sen-
tences, paragraph form. No bullet-point announcements will be 
accepted. Deadline for copy is Tuesday at 10 a.m. unless prior 
clearance is given by the editor for a later submission. All copy 
is subject to the same editing for clarity, grammar and space as 
are all other submissions. Pictures are welcome and will be pub-
lished on an “as need” basis. Pictures should be accompanied by 
the names of those in the photo.
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By Eleanore TurkingtonBy Eleanore Turkington

This week I am going to pub-
lish your gripes before I inves-
tigate them because they are 
timely and happening all too 
often. I have already forward-
ed these complaints to the 
councilmen/women in these 
areas and you can expect a fol-
low up in upcoming columns.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

I was walking past the 
Parkade twice in the last two 
weeks, once in the Parkade and 
the other time on the corner of 
Captain Thomas Blvd and the 
other on Thomas Street. 

There was a young person 
there walking their mean Pit 
Bull on a twenty-foot chain.  
It chased an elderly senior 
woman at the walk sign near 
Biagetti’s and terrorized her.   
Then, another day, the same 
person with the mean dog 
was ready to pounce and kill 
a family walking their small 
dog  West Haven Police I walk 
my small grandchild in the 
Parkade   

Please don’t wait until this 

fighting Pit Bull kills someone.
Caring Grandparent

Dear Eleanore Turkington:
I just crossed Beach Street 

near the East Avenue cross-
walk, which is clearly marked 
in both directions for cars to 
yield to pedestrians.  Literally, 
I was nearly hit by a red jeep 
Cherokee late model travel-
ling east and a silver Ford F250 
travelling west. Can’t the West 
Haven Police do something 
about this?  They must have 

been travelling 50 miles per 
hour.  Sickening! Many resi-
dents are now walking with 
children in strollers, dogs, etc.  
What is wrong with people?

JD Afraid
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

 The Beach Street traffic is a 
very serious problem.  For two 
years we had those pedestrian 
crossing cones, which you see 
a lot of in New Haven. (They) 
are far better at getting drivers 
to slow down than those tiny 
little yellow signs.

LG Pedestrian
Dear Eleanore Turkington:
Loud motorcycles, cars 

speeding on Washington Av-
enue and cars on Leete Street 
going the wrong way. Atten-
tion West Haven Police De-
partment pull them over give 
them tickets or send them to 
jail.  Don’t use COVID as an 
excuse. Someone is going to 
get killed.

TD Warning
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

I ride my bike on the board-

walk from Chick’s to Bradley 
Point, usually about four times 
a week. I CAN’T STAND IT. 
People do not observe the 
lines  and walk all over the 
place.  When I ride by them 
on my bike some people  say, 
“Watch where you ae riding 
that thing.”   The problem is 
I am on the proper side of the 
boardwalk .  This really hap-
pens from St. John’s Church 
to Bradley Point.  It is really 
annoying to slow down to a 
dragging pace and to wait for 
people to move and then they 
get mad like I am doing some-
thing wrong.  Why don’t they 
pay attention?

AB Curious
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

There is trash in the woods 
on Stevens Avenue.  I believe 
it is private property and the 
owner and apparently does 
not care what it looks like.  Oc-
casionally Public Works drive 
by and cleans it.  I think the 
owner should be responsible 
for clean up.  I also, cannot be-
gin to understand why people 
toss trash into the community 
intentionally.  

Unfortunately, that area is 
dark and does not have any 
streetlights which invites 
dumping.

C/C Can’t Believe It
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

There is an abandoned car, a 
two-tone Ford USV with New 
York license plates that has 
not moved in about a month 
between Washington Avenue 
and Campbell Avenue on 
Leete Street.  Please have it 
tagged as the street is tight on 
parking. And this car is using 
up a much-needed parking 
space.

Leete Street Resident
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

There are three big potholes 
between 51 and 56 Nonquit 

Street. Can you help us get 
them filled?  

WEC Complainant
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

There is a porta potty on the 
West Haven Boardwalk in the 
parking lot near the Bocce 
Court.  I know the Boardwalk 
is closed to those who must 
drive-in  and park but appears 
to be open to those of us who 
live in the surrounding neigh-
borhood.  Imagine my disgust 
when having a GI episode and 
running to the porta potty.  
Wow I guess someone forgot 
to clean.  Just tow that nasty 
thing away before it causes 
a major public health threat 
worse than COVID.

A Disgusted Citizen
Ed Note: It can be reported 

the facility is now back on 
schedule with regular clean-
ing  as witnessed by our edi-
tor. In fact, two new facilities 
were installed, one next to 
the one near the bocce court, 
and another near the bath 
house. 

Readers I will follow up on 
these complaints and publish 
their results in my next Gripe 
Vine.  

If you have a gripe, com-
ment or issue, send them to 
gripevine4wh@aol.com or 
mail them to Gripe Vine c/o 
West Haven Voice, 840 Boston 
Post Road, Box 4, West Ha-
ven  06516. Please include your 
name, address and phone 
number kept in strict confi-
dence with me. 

  

ELEANORE TURKINGTON

Financial Focus
Courtesy of Edward Jones Financial

Nearing Retirement? What questions should you ask?
The recent market volatility 

has affected just about every-
body’s financial and invest-
ment situations – so, if you 
were planning to retire soon, 
will it still be possible?  

Of course, the answer de-
pends somewhat on your em-
ployment situation. With so 
many people’s jobs being af-
fected by the coronavirus pan-
demic, your retirement plans 
may also have been thrown 
into confusion. But assuming 
your employment is still sta-
ble, what adjustments in your 
financial and investment strat-
egies might you need to make 
for your retirement?  

Here are a few areas to con-
sider, and some questions to 
ask yourself: 

Retirement goals – Now is a 
good time to review your re-
tirement goals and assess your 
progress toward achieving 
them. You may want to work 
with a financial professional to 
determine if the current envi-
ronment has materially affect-
ed your goals or if you need to 
make modest adjustments to 
stay on track. 

Retirement lifestyle – You 
probably created your invest-
ment strategy with a particu-
lar type of retirement lifestyle 
in mind. Perhaps you had 
planned to become a world 
traveler when your working 
days were over. Of course, in 
the near term, extensive travel 
may not be possible, anyway, 
but once we move past the 
pandemic, your freedom to 
roam will likely return. But 
if your investment portfolio 
is not where you thought it 
might be, can you (or do you 

want to) adapt your lifestyle 
plans? And can you accept 
the same flexibility with your 
other lifestyle goals, such as 
purchasing a vacation home, 
pursuing hobbies, and so on? 

Tradeoffs – Based on your 
retirement goals and your 
willingness to adjust your re-
tirement lifestyle, you’ll want 
to consider your options and 
tradeoffs. For example, would 
you be willing to work more 
years than you had original-
ly planned in exchange for 
greater confidence in your 
ability to enjoy a comfortable 
retirement lifestyle? By work-
ing longer, you can continue 
adding to your IRA and 401(k) 
or similar retirement plan, 
and you may be able to push 
back the date you start receiv-
ing Social Security to receive 
bigger monthly benefits. You 
might also review your bud-
get for opportunities to reduce 
spending today and poten-
tially save more toward your 
retirement goals.  

Social Security – You can file 
for Social Security benefits as 
early as 62, but you can get 
25% to 30% more each year 
if you wait until your full re-
tirement age, which is likely 
between 66 and 67. As you 
created your retirement plans, 
you likely also calculated 
when you would take Social 
Security, but you may need to 
review that choice. If you post-
pone retirement a few years, 
what effect will that have on 
when you choose to take Social 
Security and, consequently, 
the size of your benefits? You 
won’t want to make a hasty 
decision, because once you 

start taking Social Security, 
you can’t undo your choice. 

This is certainly a challeng-
ing time to be entering retire-
ment, and you’ll have some 
questions to answer. But even 
in the midst of uncertainty, 
you still have many choices. 
Consider them carefully and 
make the decisions that work 
for you. 

 ###
This article was written by Ed-

ward Jones for use by Darryl Ze-
browski, your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Edward Jones, 
Member SIPC

3

Voice Classifieds 
work for you.
Buy It! Sell It!

Find It!
(203) 934-6397



Page 12 - Thursday, June 4, 2020

Grassy Hill Auctions

Always Buying

Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments

(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone

& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken

or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &

MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old

Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &

Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,

Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,

Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,

Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical

Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial

Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney

Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,

Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk

Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern

Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,

Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…
& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore
Owners 

(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com

West Haven Library
Bookmobile Delivery 

When our doors are closed, 
service is still open

����������	�
������	���	�

����������	�����
�
��
������
�������	��������������

�
����
�����������
������������������
�

������������������
���	��	��
��������������
����
�

	���������
�
��
�������������
����
�

��	������������
����
����������������	��
	����

���
���	� ����
���
�����������������������������

�����������������!���� ��� �����

��	���������"�����
�������
�����

WEST HAVEN VOICE

Continued from page 16
Zoom which I have already used with my friends.

In conclusion, I think distance learning is a good way to learn 
in this scenario. Our health is at a less of a risk to get the virus 
and there are many privileges including a lot of responsibility. I 
think many people will agree that this is for the better and it will 
be a better resolution for the elders and themselves.

Madden
Miss Blake’s Class

Letters

Tony Sutton, Majority Lead-
er of Milford’s Board of Al-
dermen, was nominated by 
acclamation two weeks ago as 
the Democratic candidate for 
State Representative for the 
117th District, covering sec-
tions of Milford, West Haven 
and Orange.

The district convention was 
“virtual,” held by videocon-
ference. Delegates represent-
ing West Haven, Orange, and 
Milford joined to watch West 
Haven Board of Education 
Chairman Cebi Burns Wa-
terfield place Sutton’s name 

into nomination. Seconding 
the nomination was Sutton’s 
mother, Anne-Marie Sutton, 
who spoke of her son’s long-
standing commitment to help-
ing others, which she recalled 
was apparent from a very 
young age.

Milford Mayor Ben Blake 
also spoke in favor of Sutton’s 
nomination:

“Tony Sutton is an honest, 
hardworking, smart and sen-
sible leader. As the Majority 
Leader on the Board of Alder-
men, Tony works the details 
in order to accomplish big 

things. He’s helped streamline 
the way our government oper-
ates and made things more ef-
ficient and effective than ever 
before. And that’s paid off 
huge with dividends. We’ve 
had lots of successes under 
Tony’s leadership. Last week 
Tony helped adopt an annual 
budget which cuts taxes for a 
fifth consecutive year in a row 
– that’s a back to back to back 
to back to back decrease in tax-
es for all residents and busi-
nesses – he’ll bring the same 
determination to Hartford.”

In accepting the nomination, 

Sutton thanked his wife Stacy, 
who grew up in West Haven, 
and has been an educator in 
the West Haven Public Schools 
for the last 16 years; first teach-
ing at Mackrille Elementary 
School, and now as an Assis-
tant Principal of Bailey Middle 
School.

Sutton pointed to his budget-
ing experience as a Milford 
Alderman as invaluable ex-
perience that will allow him 
to tackle the significant chal-
lenges facing the next session 
of the General Assembly as it 
works to promote the state’s 
economic recovery:

“We’ve [cut taxes five years 
in a row] through sound fiscal 
management, innovation and 
a commitment to teamwork. 
We have consistently deliv-
ered high caliber services, 

improved infrastructure, ex-
panded educational opportu-
nities for students, and contin-
ue to provide first-class public 
safety for our residents. That 
same approach is necessary to 
tackle the problems facing our 
state as we get our residents, 
communities, and businesses 
back on their feet . . . I want 
to bring that mindset to Hart-
ford, and I want that to lift our 
towns and lift our state.”

Sutton, 48, has resided in 
Milford for 18 years with his 
wife and two daughters, and 
is an attorney in private prac-
tice. 

He is a graduate of Quinnip-
iac College School of Law and 
New York University.

Sutton will face Republican 
Charles Ferraro of West Haven 
on the ballot in November.

Sutton to face Ferraro in the 117th
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Parking Lot
Pickup

From Library to Table

@West Haven Public Library
300 Elm Street
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They Work For You!
Call (203) 934-6397.



Thursday, June 4, 2020 - Page 13WEST HAVEN VOICE

bsg BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

184 Campbell Ave 203-934-3100
West Haven, CT 06516 emmettsautoct.com

Sette Landscaping, LLC
The grass is greener on the Sette side

Joseph F. Sette  Licensed
Lawn Specialist  Insured

Residential                    Commercial

Everything Landscaping
Lawn Repair Specialists
(203) 932-1009

This can be
your spot

(203) 934-6397

 ObituariesObituaries

Eleanor O. Carter
Eleanor O. Carter, born in 

Akron, Ohio January 27, 1927 
passed away peacefully in 
Birchwood, Minnesota at her 
daughter Lori’s on May 17, 
2020.  She was the daughter 
of Howard Arthur Roberts 
and Hazel May.  She is prede-
ceased by her loving husband 
Bob in 2003 and her little sister 
Patricia Ann in 1932.  She left 
Ohio as a teenager and moved 
to West Haven, Connecticut 
where she lived most of her 
life! Six years ago she moved 
to Massachusetts to a little cot-
tage on a lake to be closer to 
her family.   She is survived by 
her dear sister Lois Gauruder 
of Punta Gorda, FL,  her son 
Bob, daughter-in-law Judy 
and their three daughters 
Amy, Jennifer & Sarah and 
their spouses Bobby, Colin 
and Mike.   Also, her daugh-
ter Lynn and husband How-
ard and their two sons James 
and Jason of Massachu-

setts.  She had 11 great grand-
children! Avery, Emerson, 
Ian,  Caroline, Aaron, Jaydon, 
Gavin, Mason, Brodie, Beau & 
Rowan whom she adored!  

In the early 1950s Eleanor 
saw a miniature golf course 
pictured on the cover of 
Life magazine and thought it 
would be a great idea to open 
one. Along with her husband 
Bob, they not only opened one 
but built one by themselves. 
After that endeavor, they 
built a trampoline center and 
eventually opened Carter’s 
decorative trends (A furni-
ture and decorating business) 
in 1958 on Campbell Avenue 
in West Haven. They even-
tually moved the business 
as it grew to Orange where 
they also moved to.   
Eleanor truly lived life fully 
with her husband and fam-
ily with grace, calmness and 
an incredible wit. She was 
truly a beautiful gem!  With 
much love and grateful hearts 
until we meet again “some-
where over the rainbow!”

Our family would be pleased 
with any donations to the Fair-
view Health Services and Hos-
pice, 11725 Stinson Avenue, 
Chicago, MN 55013.

Keenan Funeral Home is 
handling the arrangements.  
To leave an online condolence 
or tribute, please visit www.
keenanfuneralhome.com.

Dennis Archibald
 Dennis William Archibald, 

68, a resident of Saint John 
Paul II Center in Danbury 
(former resident of Rockland, 
MA and West Haven), passed 

peacefully into eternal glory 
on May 18 ,2020. 

He is survived by a sister, 
Joanne Archibald of Danbury,  
brother, Bruce Archibald of 
Brockton, MA; nephew, Dan-
iel Spring of Naugatuck; niece, 
Heather Spring of Antioch, TN 
and several cousins in the Bos-
ton and New England area. 
Dennis was born in Brockton, 
MA, the son of William S. Ar-
chibald and Dorothy M. (Fre-
ni) Archibald. At the age of 9, 
he moved to West Haven, CT 
with his family, to follow his 
father’s railroad career in New 
Haven. 

Dennis attended schools 
in West Haven and gradu-
ated from West Haven High 
School in 1970. He played 
flute in the West Haven Blue 
Devils Marching Band and 
enjoyed playing accordion 
at home and in concerts. The 
Boy Scout organization was 
very important to Dennis and 
he spent many years earn-

ing badges and attending ac-
tivities at Camp Sequassen 
in New Hartford, CT. Dennis 
was confirmed at First Con-
gregational Church in West 
Haven and went on to become 
a regular usher at services 
there. He worked at El Torito 
in West Haven, CT, doing food 
preparation, for several years. 
In 1977 Dennis moved to 
Rockland, MA where he was 
active as an usher at the Con-
gregational Church, enjoyed 
bowling activities and worked 
at Stop & Shop until he retired, 
due to health issues. Dennis 
was an avid sports fan and 
could quote statistics for Red 
Sox, Patriot, Celtic and Bruins 
players. He enjoyed working 
outdoors in the yard, whether 
it be raking leaves or shovel-
ing snow. He always enjoyed 
a good card game and loved 
playing board games and 
watching sporting events. One 
of the highlights of his last 
years of life was to visit Gil-

lette Stadium and meet some 
of the New England Patriots 
players in person. 

In 2017 Dennis moved from 
Webster Park Rehabilitation 
Center in Rockland, MA to 
the Saint John Paul II Center 
in Danbury, CT to be closer to 
his sister and her children. 

Dennis always had a love for 
music (especially country mu-
sic) and would create his own 
short songs on the spot when-
ever celebrating birthdays 
and other occasions with his 
family. He loved to sing and 
had a great memory for lyr-
ics. His sweet and caring spirit 
will be missed by his family. 
Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, burial will be private.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
in Dennis’ memory can be 
made to Heifer International, 
an organization which pro-
vides livestock, agricultural 
training and food to countries 
around the world in hopes of 
ending hunger and poverty.



Classified
Thursday, June 4, 2020 Page 14

CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?

Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,

And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience

Friendly service.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street 
parking, Use of penthouse meet-

ing room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview. 

(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 301

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing,  
Insured. Free estimates. Call 
(203) 506-9384.

SITUATIONS WANTED
Home health aide/caregiver. 
15 years’ experience. Can pro-
vide transportation to doctor’s 
stores, etc. Can do over-nights. 
Reasonable rates. Call (475) 
241-4446.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs -- Walls and ceilings, 

sheetrock, carpentry. Free es-
timates. Insured HC#0647093. 
Bill (203) 901-2136.

Play Fine Music Well.  Piano 
lessons in your home since 
1992, beginners welcome, 
reasonable rates. Details, 

Openings, References: (203) 
479-4467

PLUMBING PROBLEMS?
Leaky faucets, leaky show-

ers, and pipes, bathroom 
sinks, common toilet problems, 
clogged sinks and drains, hot 
water heaters installed, gar-
bage disposals. Call (203) 584-
6868.

FOR RENT
West Haven –160 Campbell 

Ave., 2nd Foor, 5RM, 2 BRM. 
Close to beach, bus. Newly 
renovated. No utilities. $1250/
month, plus security deposit. 
Call 203-934-8506.

John’s Lawn Cutting

203-508-3659
Call for estimate!

FOR SALE
1000-PIECE JIGSAW  PUZ-

ZLES FOR SALE OR TRADE, 
CALL RON, (203) 907-6993.

AMWAY SALES
Looking for Home, Health, 

Beauty Products - We Have 
What You Need. 

Contact: Amway Distributor 
Nia at 203-440-8631/ knia500@

gmail.com
Amway.com/mtmworldwide

Answers
to last week s

puzzles

JUNE 4, 2020

TAX SERVICE
More changes in the tax 

law affect both 2018 and 
2019 taxes. Let me help you 
get refunds from your 2018 
taxes. Over 40 years’ expe-
rience preparing taxes in 
a professional, timely and 
cost-efficient manner. No 
waiting with pick-up or drop-
off service. Call bill at (203) 
934-9525.
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Continued from page 5
year.”
Carney, meanwhile wanted 

to assure the public of two 
things the process was open, 
and the building’s future is as-
sured. Included in the packet 
was assurance the library 
would remain in the build-
ing for a period of up to three 
years.

“I was involved in the entire 
process and I can provide sol-
id proof that everything was 
done correctly. The building is 
not being demolished. Thank 
you for the opportunity to re-
spond,” he said.

In his response for the coun-
cil, Corporation Counsel Tier-
nan said sale talks have been 
going on for some time.

“Prior to Nancy Rossi becom-
ing Mayor, the Acorn Group 
Development plans for the Al-
lingtown Center included ac-
quiring at some point the Al-
lingtown Fire Station home at 
20 Admiral Street, and 1 Forest 
Road the home of the Piantino 
Library. The Development of 
that area progressed to a point 
that the Developer requested 
that the City start the process 
to sell the property and build-
ing at 1 Forest Road. The City 
published a public request for 
proposal (RFP) to sell the site. 
Two entities bid. One entity 
was the Village Improvement 
Association one entity was 
the Acorn Group. The Acorn 
Group’s private commercial 
appraiser valued the building 
at $300,000. Obviously, the 
true value of a piece of real es-
tate is what someone is willing 
to pay for it,” he wrote in his 
response.

Tiernan said he review the 
bids, and when the council 
voted, he had all the available 
data. In the VIA’s bid of  Dec. 
17, Tiernan gave the following 
response.

“ They needed seven months 
to apply for and obtain a mort-
gage.They want to rent space 
to UNH, the City and other 
entities including the West 
Haven Black Coalition. The 
coalition currently uses space 
in the building at no charge 
and it would appear that the 
Director of the coalition is 
the spouse of the head of the 

Village Improvement Asso-
ciation. However, Mr. (Ted) 
Brown did not attend the 
meeting to authorized the bid.
If they (Village Improvement) 
obtained a mortgage, they 
would pay the city $500,000.

Tiernan noted that while the 
city is providing the space 
at no additional costs to the 
VIA, there was no explanation 
as to how the group would 
pay the annual costs to oper-
ate the building, estimated at 
$100,000.

“Federal law mandates 
that they Village Improve-
ment Association file annual 
tax returns with the IRS and 
those filed returns are public 
information. As part of due 
diligence, I reviewed those re-
turns. In short, the City Coun-
cil was reviewing a purchaser 
with a declining endowment, 
declining interest and divi-
dend revenue and a declin-
ing City budget allocation, 
who was asking to potentially 
take on a significant new ex-
pense. If this purchase proved 
financially unsustainable for 
the Village Improvement As-
sociation, would the City be 

forced to basically buy back 
the library or use the purchase 
funds to back stop the sale?” 
he asked.

“The Acorn Group bid 
$290,000, but there was no 
mortgage contingency, they 
would pay property tax and 
the occupants of the build-
ing would generate personal 
property tax for the city. How 
much? $25,000 to $40,0000 
a year. They would donate 
$5,000.00 to the Village Im-
provement Association if the 
association vacated the build-
ing, but they would be will-
ing, in good faith to negotiate 
a lease arrangement for up to 
three years and invest up to 
$25,000.0 in improvements 
to the library space converse-
ly. The Acorn Group would 
agree to invest at least $1.5 
million and up to $2 million 
in improvements to the build-
ing which would generate 
$10,000.00 to $20,000 in permit 
fees for the city.

 After review, the Council 
authorized a contract for sale to 
the Acorn Group for $325,000 
with all the terms listed in the 
prior paragraph, the final details 

being negotiated by the mayor 
and myself with the attorney 
for the Acorn Group. Because 
of the interest this has generat-
ed I have asked the chair(man) 
of the City Council to hold an 
addition public review of the 
sale when the details are final-
ized. During this COVID pe-
riod it may be best to provide 
the public with an additional 
review.

“Like it or not the city sim-
ply has limited resources and 
overwhelming pressure to 
find revenue. In addition, the 
city is pressured encourage 
development to assist in reve-
nue growth. Sale of the PIanti-
no Library building to the Vil-
lage Improvement Association 
would have ended any future 
development by the Acorn 
Group. However, the Mayor 
and the Council were adamant 
that the Village Improvement 
Association have space in the 
Allingtown area. That is why 
the City negotiated with the 
developer of the “Blake Build-
ing”  66 Tetlow St., for the pos-
sibility of the Village Improve-
ment Association locating  a 
long-term lease, a branch there 

with a coffee shop. Again, the 
Developer agrees to pursue 
this option in good faith. The 
site is in Allingtown, close 
to UNH, a public school and 
public bus.

“The City Council had a 
choice concerning the sale of 
the Piantino Library building. 
Give the Village Improvement 
Assoc. the option to try to 
get a mortgage, (maybe they 
would, maybe they would 
not no guarantee) and kill de-
velopment in Allingtown, fail 
to realized prop. tax revenue 
and permit revenue or sell to 
the Acorn Group. The Mayor 
and the City Council stand as 
a fiscal trustee of City funds. 
The Mayor has proposed and 
the  Council has mandated 
the most fiscally responsible 
course concerning this topic.”

Library: Possible sale questioned

Voice Classifieds
(203) 934-6397
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Students and Distance Learning
They have their opinions -- Part 2

Second of a series
Recently, students in grades 5 & 

6 participated in an online letter writ-
ing assignment, offering their opinions 
about distance learning in a letter to 
Superintendent Neil C.Cavallaro.

Teachers worked with the students 
on the elements of a formal 
letter combined with the process of 
opinion writing.  District English 
Language Arts Coordinator Colette 
Bennett and Carrigan School Read-
ing Consultant Latanya Joyner down-
loaded a number of these selections 
and sent them to Cavallaro to read and 
enjoy. The following are those letters.

While it did not surprise any of us 
that the students missed being at Carri-
gan, their opinions about learning on-
line and  the way they were expressed 
was “fantastic and enlightening,”  ac-
cording to Principal Richard Webber. 
We agree!

 Do you enjoy distance learning? Well 
I do, it’s much easier to work without 
worrying about getting sick. This dis-
tance learning helps protect many peo-
ple who could get the virus and keeps 
the hospitals less crowded for the peo-
ple in need for treatment. 

“How do you feel about distance 
learning”? I feel that online school is 
a great way to spend quarantine time 
catching up on things that we might 
have missed in school. This also helps 
slow the spread of germs. Quarantine 
also helps the earth when we are not 
outside. A lot of pollution clears up 
which makes up for people littering 
over 100s of years ago. 

“ Am I enjoying distance learning “? 
Yes I am enjoying distance learning 
because I know that I am safe. Also 
distance learning gives me time to self 
distance and get off social media and 
do more crafts like paper squishies and 
draw. I can focus more on me and then 
take more time to give myself a spa. I 
don’t dislike distance learning because 
if we do not take the time and follow 
these rules will can get very sick and 
the numbers will just get higher and 
higher.

In conclusion I think distance learning 
is a great way for everyone to stop the 
spread of gems. Also I think that this 
is a good way to keep everyone safe, 
After this Coronavirus stops hopefully 
we can get back to our Normal lives. 

Faith Neaveh Robinson
Mrs. Petrie’s Class 

Have you ever had distance learning 
when you were in school? Well if you 
have, did you like it?  Because I am 
leaning more toward the not liking it 
side. I find school more fun when you 
get to interact with other people but 
that might just be me because my mom 
could probably go a few days without 
seeing anyone.

Here are some of the other reasons 
why I don’t really like online learning: 
First, when I am working on some-
thing, and I have a question, I ask my 
mom first to see if she can help me and 
usually she can because she says that I 
am asking silly questions and they are 
but I just need to double check. Which 
probably means I just want to talk to 
someone sometimes, which is weird 

because I don’t really talk to people in 
school unless we are in a Special. Sec-
ondly, I think that my mom is trying 
to make use of me being home so I can 
do all the things I would most likely do 
on a weekend on a day I have online 
learning. Lastly, the different dead-
lines. Sometimes I have to stop what I 
am doing because it took longer than 
I expected, to go on to something that 
will be due soon. I am terrible with 
time management so that is mostly 
likely the thing that caused the prob-
lem in the first place.

Here are a few reasons why I think 
online learning is okay: First, my mom 
is teaching me how to cook. Second, is 
that we get to learn responsibility be-
cause we have to do all of our work 
before that date and time (even though 
we do that in school).  We also have 
to tell the truth with the daily exer-
cise from Gym and in Band, we have 
to say how long we have practiced. I 
am pretty sure the teachers don’t want 
us to lie if we didn’t do what we were 
supposed to do.

I hope this will all end soon so we can 
go back to school. Also have a lovely 
Easter and spring break. Stay healthy.

Isabel Millard  
Ms. Morgan’s class

Have you ever had a class with friends 
that are always there to help you when 
you need it, and a great teacher who 
is always there to help you with any-
thing you don’t understand? Well, that 
is why I am against distance learning 
and why I think we should be back in 
school, back in my class with teachers 
that have done so much for me. I want 
to continue learning with them for the 
time I have left in their classes. 

First of all, my teacher Ms Marchitto 
for humanities, and Mrs Dady for math, 
are both great teachers. They teach in 
a way where you can learn something 
new, faster than watching a 10 minute 
video teaching you like we watch on-
line. They help you understand what 
they’re asking in a better way and they 
can interact with you to help you. This 
is something a video can’t do. 

Another reason why I am against 
distance learning is because being in 
school with other kids helps me ma-
ture. It also helps the other students in 
my class mature, too. It is good to stay 
motivated and work in a place that has 
positive energy. My class is the place 
that helps the other students and I fo-
cus and get more help if needed. 

Lastly, Ms. Marchitto and Mrs. Dady 
always help me and the other students 
understand everything before we take 
the test. With Mrs. Dady, she tells us 
to come by three different periods 
throughout the day if they still don’t 
get it. With Ms. Marchitto, she makes 
flash cards for us to study, so we do 
the best we can when we take the tests. 
These types of study strategies can’t 
be done online.  There are some oth-
er teachers and classes like mine, but 
Mrs. Dady and Ms. Marchitto really 
try to help the class and they want the 
best for every student. 

In conclusion, I think we should be 
back in school and learning instead of 
using distance learning. In the class-

room is a great learning environment. 
It helps educate students better rather 
than staying home using a laptop, un-
motivated to do work. I think being 
back in school is the best choice. 

Phong Ha
Miss Marchitto’s class

What is your opinion on Distance 
Learning? My personal opinion on 
Distance Learning is that it is harder 
and not as easy as learning in a class-
room. But I am also very grateful for 
Distance Learning because it is better 
than not learning at all. There are a 
couple reasons why I do not like Dis-
tance Learning that I am going to tell 
you today. 

One reason I do not like Distance 
Learning is that there is not necessarily 
a teacher right in front of me to help 
me with my school work if I have an 
issue. Yes, I do have my parents and 
older siblings to go to and I can always 
email one of my teachers for help if I 
need it, but it’s always easier to have 
a teacher right in front of you who can 
help you almost instantly. 

Another reason I do not like Distance 
Learning is that it is harder for me to 
be on top of my work at all times. In 
order for me to finish all of my work on 
time, I usually have to wake up early 
and have a set time for each subject. If I 
don’t keep on the same schedule I usu-
ally can not finish all of my work be-
cause I can get side tracked very easily. 
But when I am at school it’s not as easy 
for me to get side tracked because I am 
at school without my siblings, parents, 
and pets. 

One last reason I do not like Distance 
Learning that I would like to share with 
you is that I don’t get to see my friends 
and classmates. As classmates we are 
always working together and helping 
each other in certain situations. Like, 
when we are asked to work in a group 
we get the opportunity to learn how 
to collaborate which is a very impor-
tant skill. Or when maybe I didn’t hear 
the answer to question four on math. 
Or even if I don’t have a blue colored 
pencil. Though school is for learning, 
social interaction is a big part of it too. 

I can’t always reach out to my friends 
for help and they can’t always reach 
out to me if they need help either. 

Distance Learning has been hard and 
I might not like it, but for me it’s better 
than not learning anything at all. 

This is my opinion on Distance Learn-
ing and, like I said before, I would love 
to hear your’s. 

Mary Repetsky 
Ms.Callahan’s class

Have you ever had to learn at home? 
Well, I am this year for a couple months 
because of the Coronavirus. Our town 
is taking precautions for this virus by 
staying home. We will have less of a 
chance to get each other sick because 
we are practicing social distancing. 
This virus causes everyone to be at risk, 
but the elderly are at a higher risk due 
to the fact their bodies can not fight the 
disease as well as someone younger 
and healthier. Distance Learning al-
lows us to continue our education, as 
well as, stay healthy.

While doing online school there are 
many perks. Many people have opin-
ions on this and like the fact of how 
much responsibility they have. Stu-
dents can choose how they approach 
different assignments. Some of the 
perks are the amount of space you 
have, like you can sit at a big table or 
couch with no one next to you. Also, 
you can stay in your pajamas during 
the school day or comfy clothes. I per-
sonally like to just get ready for the 
day, though. 

It is nice being with your teachers es-
pecially mine, but they still do talk to 
you which is cool. Also I finish early, 
so I have more time in the day to do 
what I want and I’m sure many other 
people too, like playing basketball.
These are some of the many reasons I 
like distance learning.

The work given is not as much as we 
would get in a normal school day, but 
enough to keep our education going. 
I will say that this is much more of a 
review than new work. Like I said, 
we can talk to our teachers by typing, 
hopefully soon in a video chat like 

See Letters, page 12

Carrigan Intermediate School Students were asked their opinions on the dis-
tance learning they experienced this spring. They had some strong ones.


