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Voice Profile
An in-depth feature 

Local artist hopes to teach 
youngers the joy of music.

-- See page 13

Coping with COVID

Photos courtesy of Miguelina Felix

Getting creative
Teachers are creatively integrating technology into their 

lessons to encourage individual learning and knowledge 
retention. Students follow along with the teacher and col-
laborate on lessons such as short stories. At Seth Haley, some 
classrooms show students on touch screen laptops- mark-
ing, highlighting, and circling on their short stories. Other 
classrooms show students listening to a story out loud on 
the projector and following along while answering ques-
tions. Classroom teachers at our various schools are adapting 
and using today’s circumstances to re-imagine education.
First grade students at Pagels Elementary School enjoying 
the weather during an outdoor lesson on this Thursday af-
ternoon 10-8-2020.
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Here we are honeybunch, 
jest two-plus weeks till the 
election, and in the middle o’ 
October. In jest a short while 
the kiddies will be out trick-
or-treating, eff en the politicos 
don’t take it away from them. 
As it is, the youngsters are 
handling things it seems a bit 
bett er than their elders, but 
Halloween is a big night fer 
them. Let’s hope things go off  
all right.

Here in the Asylum by the 
Sea things are perking up 
jest a bit. There is some nor-
malcy. The Hysterical Society 
had its Walk a couple weeks 
back, and Cobina was of the 
opinion they were gonna have 
their Graveyard event, show-
ing people from the past. Alas, 
it’s a victim of the China virus, 
and will not be put on this 
year. That’s too bad, a lott a 
people look forward to it with 
the crunch of the leaves and 
chill of the air. Maybe we’ll see 
it next year.

As yew might expect the po-
liticos are busy as bees, work-
ing for this or that candidate in 

the Nov. 3 election. We passed 
by the Demmie headquarters 
last weekend and saw a bevvy 
o’ personae in the place. Of 
course, most o’ what the locals 
do is work for the General As-
sembly candidates rather than 
the national-ticket people.

And, there are signs pop-
ping up all over town for this 
or that state rep or senatorial 
candidate, not the US kind, he 
state kind. The two yahoos we 
have in the US Capitol seem 
to be havin’ a contest on how 
best to make danged fools 
outt a themselves. Right now, 
we’d say they’re runnin’ neci-
and-neck. Two bigger embar-
rassments one couldn’t fi nd 
from any state in the union, 
but we did. That’s what hap-
pened when you have one-
party rule.

~~~
As yew know, one o’ the things 

the citizenry of this community 
is gonna have to vote on is the 
charter revision package. In the 
last litt le while and up to election 
day, the supporters of the charter 
revision and those who want the 

status quo have been duking it 
out somewhat, but not on equal 
terms. Y’see sweets, according to 
Sammy Bluejay there are a lott a 
people who are misinforming oth-
ers about what’s incluced. 

Let’s take fer example an inci-
dent last week, reported by Sam-
my. Ed Granfi eld, who chaired 
the commish, was in a local eatery 
and approached by some inter-
ested parties, who said something 
entirely wrong about what was 
included in the charter revision. 
They had their facks completely 
wrong. Of the three who ap-
proached, two admitt ed they were 
told something entirely diff erent. 
One jest fl ipped off  Granfi eld and 
went on his way.

The same thing seems to be 
happening on the infamous so-
cial media sites. I swear, honey 
bunch, people seem to lose all 
their decorum on these sites, jest 
saying what pops into their skulls 
without much thought. We know, 
we’ve been told what’s been said 
about us. 

Tennyrate, that seems to be 
where the opponents of the revi-
sion are going. Sowing seeds of 
misinfo all over the place in hopes 
the charter revision will fail

As I’ve said to you before, 
most of the politicos in this town 
don’t wanna see change cuz they 
know how to game the system. 
They don’t wanna learn any new 
rules.

~~~
Nelly Nuthatch came in 

t’other afternoon, and sez that 
the City Council’s grilling of 
the Haven developers hap-

pened, but there are still some 
queries that people have. Ef-
fen you haven’t been down 
that way, some more build-
ings have been taken down, 
and it seems that things are 
actually starting to percolate. 
We hope so. Still, it seems that 
some members of the council 
want a continuing update and 
timeline o’ what’s gonna hap-
pen for the foreseeable future.

Ya can’t blame them, it’s 
been six years since the thing 
was announced, and Nelly 
sez that some on the council 
feel they’ve been left outt a the 
loop. So, as has been noted 
before, until the answers are 
forthcoming, the panel is not 
gonna give up the rights to 
Water Street unless and until 
all their questions and con-
cerns are answered. That’s the 
right thing to do.

Nelly then brought up an-
other something or other. We 
gott a tip that something is hap-
pening over at Armstrong’s 
former site. We at the papyrus 
posed a few queries on the 
matt er, and the fack that some 
answers to our questions are 
coming, we seem to be onto 
something. It’ll be nice to see 
something done with that old 
headquarters building, for ex-
ample. 

I know in the past the 
thought of tearing down the 
building has been eschewed 
cuz the superstructure was 
constructed in setch a way 
as to withstand the constant 
vibrations from the passing 

trains, and when that was 
constructed trains were pass-
ing much more frequently. We 
shall see what happens.

~~~
Before we to on, we wanna 

mention the passing of Merle 
Stevens, a friend of the papyrus 
and a friend of Cobina’s over the 
decades. In fack, there have been 
only two people who’ve been 
given pet names in this colyume, 
Merle, who was known as Merlie 
Mae, and Stella Cretella, who was 
given the name Brunhilda. The 
last few years have not been good 
to Merle. Her domicile was en-
gulfed in fl ames, wherein she was 
burned badly, and then she suf-
fered a stroke that incapacitated 
her. A teacher at the high school 
for a span over six decades, she 
will be missed by all who knew 
her. Condolences to her family.

~~~
Iva Lootey tells me that the 

move outt a the former Al-
lingtown Community Center 
– the original Forest School – 
fi nally happened last week. It 
took more than two weeks to 
git the library moved, and all 
the books and shelving, desks 
and other items, into storage 
at the Elm Street location. As 
yew probably remember, the 
building was sold to Acorn, 
which is owned by David 
Beckerman, who has most of 
the rehab projects in Alling-
town. Iva sez that he plans 
on taking a couple of adjacent 
properties before he begins 
work on the site, which might 
need as many as 250 park-
ing spaces. Hmmmm. That 
sounds like a rather expansive 
development.

Iva sez the word on the 
street is once this one is com-
plete, the site of the old Forest 
Theater will be the next on the 
docket. Right now, that area is 
being used for staging in the 
construction of the various 
places around the Green. 

The only thing that still re-
mains is the relocation of the 
library. The Louis Piantino Li-
brary once was at the corner 
of Front Avenue and the Post 
Road, then it moved to the for-
mer Forest School. Let’s hope 
that the search for a new loca-
tion is successful. The people 
in the Allingtown borough 
thing they git short shrift from 
the Actors Colony, and some-
times they’re right…like in 
this case.

~~~
One last thing. Why is it that 

some city offi  cials get…testy….
when queries are posed to them? 
It’s something that Cobina has 
never understood. 

Some of them seem to have 
chips on their shoulders – and put 
the chips there themselves – when 
simple queries are put their way. 
With that bit o’ chatt er, I’ll close 
this time till next, mitt  luff  und 
kizzez,

Dear Felicia

Cobina
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Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516

Bus: 203-932-0591

|    A Partner in the Community

Home is the place where you feel safe. For the 
University of New Haven, West Haven has been 
home since 1960. That’s why from the very early days 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, we put a plan in place to 
safeguard the health and well being of every student 
and, by extension — every West Haven resident. 

Today, we have the most aggressive testing requirements 
in the state. And, a reopening that’s being led by one 
of the state’s most respected public health experts, 
who happens to be a West Haven resident.

For more information about our reopening, visit: 
newhaven.edu/reopening

A SAFE CAMPUS.  
A SAFE COMMUNITY.

Ribbon-cutting reopens city park

Photos by Michael P. Walsh

Mayor Nancy R. Rossi cuts the ribbon with 10th District Councilman Barry Lee Cohen, left, 
and Hubbard Family Association President Steven Johnstone to celebrate the reopening of 
Hubbard Farms Park in West Shore on Sept. 29. 

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Surrounded by a gathering 

of two dozen Hubbard family 
and friends, Mayor Nancy R. 
Rossi, Councilman Barry Lee 
Cohen and Hubbard Family 
Association President Steven 
Johnstone welcomed volun-
teers, neighbors, sponsors, 
and state and city offi  cials at a 
ribbon-cutt ing Sept. 29 to cel-
ebrate the reopening of Hub-

bard Farms Park.
The West Shore park, for-

merly the Hubbard Nature 
and Education Center, was 
recently renamed Hubbard 
Farms Park to best represent 
the area’s rich history, which 
dates to the 1700s. The new 
name was unanimously sup-
ported by the Parks and Rec-
reation Commission and ap-
proved by the City Council.

The new name also comple-

ments West Haven’s centen-
nial in 2021, said Cohen, R-10, 
who has worked closely with 
Johnstone to transform the 
long-dormant park.

Johnstone is the owner of 
Hubbard Farm’s Wood and 
Snow LLC, the park’s lead 
sponsor. The co-sponsor is 
Jose Amaya, a licensed arbor-
ist and the owner of Above the 
Ground Tree Care LLC. Both 
West Haven companies will 

continue to support the park’s 
upkeep with the city, Cohen 
said.

All work to date was com-
pleted under Johnstone’s di-
rection in partnership with 
Public Works Commissioner 
Tom J. McCarthy.

“The eff orts of Steven John-
stone, the Hubbard family, 
Councilman Cohen, and the 
collection of volunteers and 
sponsors have exemplifi ed the 
true power of a strong com-
munity,” Rossi said. “My re

See Hubbard Park, page 20
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By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist 
The Supreme Court fi ght of 

the century is, so far, a fi zzle.
The ratio of progressive 

outrage over the nomination 
of federal Judge Amy Coney 
Barrett  to supposed reasons 
that the U.S. Senate shouldn’t 
confi rm her is completely out 
of whack -- there’s a surfeit of 
the former and almost none of 
the latt er.

Barrett  has received extraor-
dinary testimonials from her 
colleagues and students, who 
say she is brilliant, conscien-
tious and kind. 

The opposition has coun-
tered with a dog’s breakfast of 
nonsense, including that her 
confi rmation hearing can’t be 
held in the middle of a pan-
demic -- when the Senate has 
continued its business since 
the pandemic began.

Upon her selection, media 
outlets ran a spate of stories 
about her reported member-
ship in a Catholic group called 
People of Praise, linking the 
group to the dystopian novel 
“The Handmaid’s Tale.” What 
Barrett ’s life and career have to 
do with the imagined misogy-
nistic world of the novel was 
never clear -- she’s a mother 
of seven who has ascended to 
the very top of her profession 
with the help of a supportive 
husband.

Barrett ’s social conservatism 

has been another line of att ack. 
Her critics have fastened on 
the fact that she signed a state-
ment in 2006 declaring her op-
position to abortion. It’s not 
news that Barrett  is pro-life, 
nor should it be disqualifying 
unless progressives believe 
that anyone with a view coun-
ter to theirs on a hotly contest-
ed moral issue should be, on 
principle, excluded from the 
highest court.

It is not true, as has been 
widely reported, that Barrett  
said in that same statement 
that Roe v. Wade should be 
overturned (Barrett  had noth-
ing to do with an ad denounc-
ing Roe that ran adjacent to 
the statement).

The group that organized 
the anti-abortion statement 
also opposes IVF, as com-
monly practiced, leading 
Democrats to conclude that 
Barrett  does, too. Regardless, 
the Supreme Court obviously 
doesn’t police the nation’s fer-
tility clinics.

Barrett  has also been por-
trayed as a threat to Obam-
acare, given that the court will 
hear an anti-Obamacare law-
suit shortly after the election. 
But the merits of the suit are 
so weak, it conceivably could 
lose, 9-0.

It is alleged that Barrett  
would take a sledgehammer 
to precedent, but she wrote 
in a 2013 law review article 

that the Court’s traditional ap-
proach to stare decisis “pro-
motes doctrinal stability while 
still accommodating pluralism 
on the Court.”

Since progressives haven’t 
gott en traction with any sub-
stantive arguments against 
Barrett , they’ve been relying 
on dubious process argu-
ments. Not only is it wrong, 
they charge, to confi rm a jus-
tice so close to an election, it’s 
a public health danger to do so 
now when three Republican 
senators have tested positive. 
As a headline in the online 
magazine Slate put it, “The 
GOP will still seat Amy Coney 
Barrett  because entrenching 
minority rule is more impor-
tant than human life.”

This is laughable. First, it’s a 
long-standing norm that when 
the president and the Senate 
majority are of the same party, 
Supreme Court nominees get 
confi rmed in an election year. 
Second, the Senate Judiciary 
has already been holding hy-
brid in-person and virtual 
hearings all year. 

There’s no reason it can’t do 
the same with Barrett .

At this rate, the Barrett  con-
fi rmation is going to be the 
epic batt le that wasn’t. 

~~~
Rich Lowry is editor 

of the National Review.
(c) 2020 by King Features 

Synd., Inc.

Court fight over Barrett fizzles

Thank Heaven for John Radcliff, and thank Heaven 
that Donald John Trump has reached the end of his 
tether with the ruling class of Washington, and de-
classifi ed everything – every jot and tittle, every slip 
of paper, every dirty note – that had to do with the 
biggest political scandal in this nation’s history. The 
Russian collusion story has now been totally, effec-
tively and undeniably debunked as a fraud. Now all 
that remains is the indictment, trial and possible in-
carceration of the perpetrators. All. Of. Them.

The declassifi cation of former CIA Director John 
Brennan’s notes of a White House briefi ng with the 
former President, Barack Hussein Obama, proves the 
White House learned about the hoax, and at the very 
least gave tacit approval. Brennan has attempted to 
explain away his misdemeanors, but his explanation 
does not comport with what’s on the pages.

Let’s recap: The original idea for the Russian col-
lusion story was concocted by members of Hillary 
Clinton’s campaign staff. The best synopsis of the 
events comes from Greg Jarrett a Fox News analyst, 
who has done extensive investigation on the hoax. 

According to Jarrett’s column last week: 
“Newly declassified handwritten notes authored by former CIA 

Director John Brennan show that on July 28, 2016, he briefed 
President Barack Obama on intelligence evidence that Clinton 
had approved a plan to vilify Trump with false accusations that 
he was colluding with Russia. She did it, the intel concluded, to 
distract from her own damaging email scandal.

“It was an audacious plot put in motion by one of Clinton’s for-
eign policy advisers and then sanctioned by the then-Democrat 
presidential candidate on July 26. But the genesis of the smear 
came from Clinton herself.

“For months, she had peppered her campaign speeches with 
increasingly venomous accusations that her opponent was a 
Kremlin asset and a “puppet of Putin.” There was not a shred of 
plausible evidence. It was a shameless lie drawn from the insidi-
ous depths of Clinton’s fi ctive imagination. It was magnifi cently 
devious and classic Clinton.

“But the lie didn’t stop there. Through a conduit, her campaign 
commissioned an ex-British spy who composed an anti-Trump 
dossier of rumors and disinformation derived from a suspected 
Russian spy.

These fabricated stories were then secretly and sedulously fed 
to James Comey’s FBI and the gullible media, both of whom went 
after Trump with a vengeance.

“The result was the greatest mass delusion in American history 
and one of the dirtiest political tricks ever perpetrated.”

Think about that. The entire four-year maelstrom 
of political upheaval was perpetrated on the nation 
by a presidential campaign – one that was supposed 
to win in a walk. It poisoned our discourse, taint-
ed an incoming administration, and put the nation 
through Hell. The hoax was given approval by the 
Obama team, latched onto by partisans in the Deep 
State, the DOJ and the FBI, and given new impetus 
through bogus Congressional hearings and a ridicu-
lous impeachment.

Put simply, what began as a dirty trick ended up as 
a coup d’etat. That’s what this was with the imprima-
tur of the former administration. It was an attempt 
to taint a candidate and then a presidency with the 
goal of subverting an election. The current talk about 
“peaceful transfer of power” is nonsense. We have 
seen what the Clinton campaign and the Democrats 
think of “peaceful transfer of power.” They attempt to 
overthrow the government.

People should be outraged. More importantly, 
people should ne ver give power back to a party that 
would go to such perverse extremes for power. A par-
ty that wants power that badly should never be given 
the opportunity.

Release of classified info
puts lid on collusion hoax
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By Eleanore TurkingtonBy Eleanore Turkington
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Dear Eleanore Turkington:
I have complained in the 

past, about the trucks on Voss 
Road.  Recently, an 18-wheeler 
was making its way toward 
Sawmill Road.  I happened to 
be outside taking pictures and 
captured a photo of just such a 
truck.  Sometime the rumbling 
will shake the house.  This one 
didn’t. It’s just aggravating 
that they cut through our litt le 
neighborhood to save a small 
amount of time going through 
to Sawmill Road at the rail-
road station.

HK Voss Road Resident
Dear HK:

Councilwoman Chrystal 
Fanelli has been contacted by 
Gripe Vine relating to your 
complaint. Her response will 
appear here as soon as it ar-
rives.  Meanwhile keep me 
informed of any changes, 
whether they are improve-
ments or not.
Gripe Vine Readers:

An update on the complaint 
from a reader who complained 
of an overgrowth of bamboo 
plants in her back yard from 
the soccer fi eld at Bailey Mid-
dle School Soccer Field.  

 Councilmen in this area 

were notifi ed of this com-
plaint.  Councilman Robert 
Bruneau showed up at my 
door to assess my Bamboo 
situation. He brought Bob 
Herrington from Herrington 
and Sons to look at my yard; 
that’s who the city contracts 
to.  Bob said they will have to 
look into it because Bob is say-
ing the city would never plant 
bamboo and this might not be 
their responsibility.

I told Councilman Bru-
neau that several neighbors 
on Jones Hill Road have been 
complaining about bamboo 
in their yards abut he hasn’t 
heard of them yet. They said 

they would get back to me 
next week with some kind 
of solution.    I will keep you 
appraised of what happens.
Thank you so much for all 
your help.

Tracy Raccio
Jones Hill Road Resident

Dear Gripe Vine Readers:
I have received many com-

plaints of speeding on Beach 
Street.  Some readers have 
gone as far as submitt ing vari-
ous plans to curtail this dan-
gerous activity.

Today, through Gripe Vine, 
I am asking Mayor Nancy 
Rossi to request the support 
from the West Haven Police 
Department to increase sur-
veillance at this area.  If neces-
sary design and speed warn-
ing signage a soon as possible.

Gripe Vine Readers who use 
this road, please contact me 
immediately as soon as you 
see either one of my sugges-
tions show up at Beach Street.

Just received from Council-
woman Bridgett  Hoskie, “ I 
will send this to the West Ha-
ven Police Department.”
Gripe Vine Readers:

A complaint arrived on my 
desk requesting the potholes 

be fi lled on Plainfi eld Avenue. 
If you live at this site, let me 
know if they have been re-
paired. Gripevine4wh@aol.
com

I have also been waiting 
for a reply from Councilman 
William Conlon regarding 
the installation of signs on 
the Boardwalk notifying the 
importance of wearing facial 
masks while visiting this area.

No response yet: however, 
according to the governor’s or-
der, any person in public who 

cannot be at least six feet away 
from everyone, must cover 
their nose and mouth with a 
mask or face covering.

~~~
If you have a gripe, com-

ment or issue you would like 
to express in Gripe Vine, send 
it to gripevine4wh@aol.com or 
write to Gripe Vine c/o West 
Haven Voice,  840 Boston Post 
Road, West Haven 06516 In-
clude your name, address and 
phone number, kept strictly 
confi dential with me.

ELEANORE TURKINGTON

Financial Focus
Avoiding financial mistakes during retirement

When you retire, you’ve 
learned a lot about all sorts 
of things, helping you avoid 
some of the mistakes you 
made earlier in life. However, 
you may still be susceptible to 
fi nancial missteps specifi cally 
related to your retirement 
years. How can you dodge 
these errors?

Consider these suggestions: 
• Manage your withdrawal 

rate carefully. You will likely 
need to tap into your retire-
ment accounts – your IRA 
and 401(k) or similar employ-
er-sponsored plan. But you 
should establish an annual 
withdrawal rate that’s appro-
priate for your situation. By 
withdrawing too much each 
year, especially in the early 
years of your retirement, you 
risk outliving your resourc-
es. You may want to consult 
with a fi nancial professional 
to determine the withdrawal 
amount that’s right for you. 
(Keep in mind, though, that 
once you turn 72, you will be 
required to take out at least 
a certain amount each year 
– based on your age and ac-
count balance – from your 
traditional IRA and 401(k) or 
similar plan.) 

• Don’t underestimate 
health care costs. Once you 
turn 65, you will be eligible 
for Medicare, but you may 
still need a Medicare supple-
ment plan and will probably 
also incur other expenses. In 
fact, A healthy 65-year-old 

couple who retired in 2019 
will need nearly $390,000 over 
their remaining years just to 
pay for health care, accord-
ing to HealthView Services, 
which produces health-care 
cost projection software. Oth-
er estimates show diff erent 
amounts, but they all amount 
to hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. So, when calculating 
your expenses during your 
retirement years, reserve a big 
space for health care.

• Don’t take Social Secu-
rity too early. You can start 
receiving monthly Social Se-
curity checks when you reach 
age 62, but your payments 
will generally be signifi cantly 
larger if you wait until your 
“full” retirement age, which 
will probably be between 66 
and 67. (The size of your pay-
ments will “max out” at age 
70.) Of course, if you need the 
money at 62, you may have to 
take it, but if you believe you 
have longevity working in 
your favor, and you can aff ord 
to wait, you may be bett er off  
by delaying Social Security as 
long as possible.)

• Don’t invest too conserva-
tively. Once you’re retired, you 
might think that you should 
take as few chances as pos-
sible with your investments – 
after all, you simply have less 
time for them to bounce back 
from a downturn than you did 
during your working years. 
Nonetheless, it’s important to 
own a reasonable percentage 

of growth-oriented invest-
ments to help keep you ahead 
of infl ation. Even at a low 
rate, which we’ve experience 
recently, infl ation can erode 
your purchasing power over 
time. 

• Don’t be more generous 
than you can aff ord. If you 
have grown children who 
need fi nancial help, or grand-
children heading to college 

someday, you’d no doubt like 
to do whatever you can to pro-
vide assistance. However, the 
hard truth is they simply have 
more time than you do to fi nd 
workable fi nancial solutions, 
whereas if you deplete your 
funds through your generos-
ity, you could put yourself in 
a precarious position. So, be as 
giving as you can aff ord – but 
don’t go beyond that. By pre-

serving your fi nancial inde-
pendence, you’ll end up ben-
efi ting your family, as well.

Retirement can be a wonder-
ful time of your life – and you 
may enjoy it more by doing 
what you can to avoid costly 
fi nancial mistakes. 

 ###
This article was writt en by Ed-

ward Jones, Member SIPC, for 
use by Darryl Zembrowski.
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Dispelling the myths on charter
By Ed Granfi eld
Former CRC Chairman
The Charter Revision Edu-

cation Committ ee has been 
very pleased by the feedback 
received from the public both 
pro and con.  The dialog has 
been steady and thoughtful, 
and we hope our responses 
have been helpful.  That said, 
I stand by my previous con-
cerns about misinformation 
being posted on social media 
platforms.  They can quickly 
dominate public opinion and 
potentially infl uence a voter’s 
decision on Election Day. 

 In a true/false format, these 
are a few examples that were 
brought to our att ention:  

Comment:  The city is trying 
to slide this by us, there has 
been no public input, no trans-
parency

Response:  False!  This eff ort 
began in April 2018 and ended 
in October 2019.  During that 
time there were four public 
hearings, 28 public meetings, a 
dozen press releases, and quite 
a bit of debate on social media.  
By the time the City Council 
ratifi ed the fi nal report, the 
deadline for the November 
2019 ballot had passed, hence 
the long delay.

Comment:  This report has 
been a clandestine eff ort to in-
crease Republican seats on the 
City Council.

Response:  False!  This bi-
partisan volunteer commis-
sion did not spend 18 months, 
hundreds of hours per mem-
ber researching, debating and 
designing a new city charter 
with dozens of updates and 
legal changes in support of 
sweeping reforms, all over the 
addition of two (2) minority 
party seats on the City Coun-
cil.

Comment:  One of the hid-
den agendas within the report 
is to privatize or close city de-
partments like Public Works.

Response:  False!  There 
was no such discussion along 
these lines at any time, a quick 
review of the minutes of our 
meetings will verify that.  We 
did build in some fl exibility 
and updated the management 
structure of the city.  We also 
added industry standard cre-
dentials for all city depart-
ment leaders. 

Comment:  The CRC and 
the City Council wants to shut 
down the public libraries.

Response:  False!  If adopt-
ed, the new City Charter will 
increase the level of scrutiny 
and accountability of all city 
departments and affi  liated or-
ganizations.  At no time was 
there an eff ort to specifi cally 

target any one individual, city 
department, or affi  liated orga-
nizations like the Village Im-
provement Association.  All of 
these claims are baseless and 
should be ignored.

A City Charter is not an all-
encompassing, perfect docu-
ment.  It is the foundation or 
blueprint of how a community 
has chosen to govern itself and 
manage its business.  So much 
of what takes place in City 
Hall is mandated by State or 
Federal statutes, it would be 
impossible to document every 
contingency within this pro-
posal.  

Our current Charter has 
been tweaked over the years, 
but it is 60 years old.  The City 
of West Haven has changed 
so much economically and 
demographically since our 
incorporation in 1960, but our 
current Charter remains a relic 
from the past.

While change is inevitable, 
it is also a diffi  cult process, 
especially in a close-knit com-
munity like West Haven.  It is 
discussed often and openly, 
but when proposed, is rarely 
embraced.  This proposal, if 
adopted, will bring about sig-
nifi cant change in how our 
city functions.

At the heart of this proposal 
is the addition of a Certifi ed 
Professional City Manager.  
This concept is not new, many 
communities in Connecticut 
and across the country oper-
ate with a City Manager.  This 
person is educated, trained, 
and experienced in municipal 
operations, by all accounts a 
specialist.  He/she would be 
an employee of the city and 
would report to the Mayor 
and City Council.  

The CRC discussed this is-
sue for weeks and conducted 
hundreds of hours of research 
on this topic.  But don’t take 
our word for it, take a look 
at Manchester (pop. 58,000).  
They have an elected mayor, 
West Haven native Jay Moran 
(D), an elected legislative body 
that Mayor Moran serves on, 
and a duly-appointed city 
manager who reports to the 
elected legislative body.  If 
you have any doubts about 
our opinion on this format, 
reach out the City of Manches-
ter and fi nd out for yourself 
how this system is working 
out for them.

Twenty-fi rst century gov-
erning requires accountability, 
fl exibility, and ingenuity for 
cities like West Haven to suc-
ceed.  As complex as this pro-
posal appears, in the end it all 
boils down to a fundamental 

choice:  Protect the status quo 
or embrace real change.  

We can spend another sixty 
(60) years discussing change 
or we can vote on it.  Once 
again,  the CRC Education 
Committ ee hopes you visit 

the website www.whcharter.
org.  Review the PowerPoint 
or watch the live presentation.  

Study the fi nal report, or 
breeze through the FAQ’s.  
And by all means, submit any 
questions you may have for 

the Committ ee, we will do our 
very best to respond.  On Nov. 
3, we ask everyone, pro or con, 
to make an informed decision 
based on the facts of the mat-
ter, not hearsay.  In the end, I 
think we can all live with that.

Contributed Photo

Abbott Park gardens spruced up
From left, West Shore residents Walker Perry, Heying Qian, Jim Greenberg, Carmela 

Livolsi, Anthony Marini, and Lalani and Steve Perry pause while sprucing up the gardens in 
Abbott  Park on Oct. 3. The Ocean Avenue park’s spruce-up was led by Livolsi, who said the 
volunteer eff ort was “the epitome of West Haven pride.” 

Voice Classifieds
(203) 934-6397
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Historian’s corner                                  Historian’s corner                                  By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

Autumn on Derby Avenue,
1913 - 1923

By Lorett a BonTempo Forte
Most of all, I remember the 

color of the trees in our yard 
on Derby Avenue, in October.  

Our yard glowed with color, 
with the light shining through 

the leaves, the gold was more 
golden, the red was bright-
ened by its proximity to the 
dazzling gold, and was ac-
cented by the dark green of 
the pines.

Fall meant that the apples 
were ready to be picked.  Our 
Baldwin apple tree was our 
favorite, the apples hard and 
juicy, but there were other 
choices among our orchard.  
My father knew the types on 
every tree, and saved the best 
looking ones for his work col-
leagues and as gifts to impress 
his friends. 

I remember one night after 
dinner my father asked, as we 
were all gathered doing home-
work, “Who took the large red 
apple that was on the north 
side of the Baldwin apple 
tree?”  There were smiles, as 
well as silence  all around me, 
and I realized that my older 
siblings were all in on sharing 
that apple. 

The barrels of apples would 
be stored in the ‘canned goods 
cellar’, and at night, through-
out the fall and into the win-
ter, the older children would 
go down into the cellar for 
apples.  

You had to be taller than I, to 
lean into the barrel head-fi rst, 
to reach them as it got later 
into the winter. 

And the canned goods cel-
lar was an amazing place!  
As fruit and vegetables were 
picked from the garden and 
brought in, my mother canned 
them, ‘canning’ them in glass 
Mason jars.  

They were then placed in 
this special cellar room, each 
in their own place on the shelf: 
tomatoes, peaches, pears, 
grape jelly,  string beans, 
roasted peppers and on and 
on--- Outside of that room , in 
another part of the cellar were 
barrels of fl our, sugar, and 
whatever else needed to be 
stored for use by a large fam-
ily.  

My mother was very proud 
of the bountiful cellar of foods 
that she had prepared from 
the garden’s harvest.  

Other vegetables were not 
brought into the house, but 
rather, stored in a root cellar, 
a large hole dug into in the 
side of a hill: cabbages, celery, 
carrots,  and beets were stored 
and the entrance covered with 
a blanket and a wooden door.   
It was dark and cold, and I did 
not like being asked to fetch a 
vegetable from that scary dark 
cave!

As the cold weather set 
in, we sat around the black 
kitchen stove, on which there 
were shelves to put our chilled 

feet, and talked to our mother 
about our day at school, while 
she prepared dinner, and oc-
casionally we were sent to the 
canned goods cellar for an ad-
ditional delicious, lovingly  
prepared ingredient that she 
needed for that night’s dinner.

Dan Shine is a columnist for 
the West Haven Voice, and 
former historian of the First 
Congregational Church.LORETTA BonTEMPO FORTE
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The Chapel Street Historic and Broadway Districts in downtown New Haven.

@TheShopsatYale

Convenient
Parking

Plan your visit at TheShopsatYale.com

FREE
2-HOUR PARKING 
WITH A SAME DAY 

PURCHASE OF $25! 
Visit our website

for details.

IN STYLE
SHOPPING is back

Patagonia
1 Broadway

 Apple • lululemon • L.L.Bean • Urban Outfitters • J.Crew • Patagonia • Sneaker Junkies 

Neville Wisdom • FatFace • Lou Lou Boutiques • dwell New Haven • Derek Simpson Goldsmith  

Raggs • idiom Boutique • Grey Matter Books • Atticus • Book Trader • Yale Bookstore & more! 

Thank you for wearing your face mask!.
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Avoid long lines on Election Day! 
 
 
    
 
 
 

 Register online today: 
https://portal.ct.gov/sots 

https://voterregistration.ct.gov 
Confirm that you are registered: 

https://portaldir.ct.gov/sots/LookUp.aspx 

City eyes Armstrong development
The city is searching for 

someone to develop the site of 
the former Armstrong Rubber 
Co. Corporation Counsel Lee 
Tiernan confi rmed a report 
this week this city was eyeing 
gett ing a developer on board.

Armstrong, which closed its 
West Haven facility in 1980, 
went out of business after be-
ing absorbed by Perrelli Tire. 
The campus has the former 
corporate headquarters, as 
well as much of manufactur-
ing locations. 

Tiernan said the time to de-
velop the property is more 
than overdue.

“For all intents and purpos-
es the Armstrong Facility, has 
not operated as a manufactur-
ing facility since 1980. That is 
40 years ago. Approximately 
10 years ago a proposal for 
apartments at the site was re-
jected by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission,” he said. 
“So, the question is, is this ad-
ministration doing anything 
to spur development at the 
site?”

The city has to be cautious 
on how it proceeds. Deci-
sions made in past years have 
dogged the municipality’s 
ability to att ract new construc-
tion.

“Down the road from the 
Armstrong Building you will 
fi nd a Walmart, Aldi, McDon-
alds, Texas Roadhouse, and 
a Hampton Inn. The City of 
West Haven bonded $8 mil-
lion for those developments 
in 2002 and the city is stay-
ing paying the debt on those 
bonds,” Tiernan said. “Those 
investments were supposed 
to “spur development” in the 
surrounding area and one 
would have to conclude the 
result is mixed at best.” 

What this administration is 
trying to do is to assist private 

development of the site with-
out a massive injection of city 
funds he explained>

“For example, my offi  ce has 
assigned a law student intern 
from UConn Law School to 
assist the city in educating the 
owners of the site of the re-
sources available to it from the 
city. The Intern provides work 
at no cost to the city,” he said. 
“We have alerted Stop & Shop 
(the owners of the Armstrong 
Building) of the assistance we 
can provide with any environ-
mental or brownfi eld issues 
for example, as well as zon-
ing issues. Moreover, we have 
indicated that the individuals 
who make up the Planning 
and Zoning Commission are 
diff erent than the ones who 
rejected the apartment plan 
10 years ago. Beyond that we 
can partner with the owners 
concerning requests for state 
bonding or grants.”

The Intern is actually from 
the area where the Stop & 
Shop headquarters is located 
and thus limited face-to-face 
meetings are even possible 
during this COVID time.

Tiernan admitt ed the city 
is making a positive eff ort to 
bring some type of develop-
ment to the campus.

“This is indeed happening 
right now. It probably should 
have happened sooner, but 
the city is trying to maintain 
services with reduced staff . 
According to Fred Messore, 
the Commissioner of Planning 
and Development, the owners 
of the Armstrong Building are 
actively looking for develop-

ment proposals and potential 
buyers of the sit,” he said..

He said thc administra-
tion is improving city-owned 
land across the train tracks to 
ensure that land is clean and 
available should it factor into 
any development plans. 

“Obviously, any sale of that 
city land would necessarily 
involve provisions for a new 

site for those vital needs of the 
Public Works Dept,” he said. 

He said the game plan is an 
easy one.

“Our approach is simple, 
create an ongoing conversa-
tion, consistent and persistent 
with Stop & Shop. We will try 
to address the needs they sug-
gest, to create new develop-
ment on the site. The intern 

can dedicate signifi cant time 
to this task under my supervi-
sion through till December,” 
he said. “I think in three weeks 
we will have more to report. 
We are confi dent that will a 
litt le prodding, but without 
massive city bond funds or 
city resources, we can get a 
new development for this Elm 
Street site.”

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Due to the coronavirus pan-

demic and social distancing re-
strictions, the city has canceled 
the 2020 Hispanic Heritage 
and Italian Heritage celebra-
tions.

The city has also postponed 
the 2020 St. Patrick’s Day Cel-
ebration honoring Irishman of 
the Year Keith M. Sweeney to 
March 17, 2021.

Mayor Nancy R. Rossi said 
the cultural honors are be-
stowed annually on Irish, His-
panic and Italian residents or 
couples who personify service 
in West Haven’s spirited Irish 
American, Hispanic American 
and Italian American commu-
nities.

“We look forward to cel-
ebrating these vibrant cultures 
next year and their immeasur-
able contributions to our way 
of life,” Rossi said.

Ethnic days off
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Darryl T Zebrowski, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

5 Wagner Place 
Suite 4 
West Haven, CT 
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Energy Assistance application accepted
The city will begin accepting applications Oct. 19 for the fed-

erally funded Connecticut Energy Assistance Program.
Appointments for all heating sources can be made, starting 

Oct. 5, by calling 203-937-3572. Due to the coronavirus pandem-
ic, applications will be processed via phone by appointment 
Monday through Wednesday. No walk-ins will be accepted.
Applicants who have diffi  culty speaking English are asked to 
have a translator. Eligibility for assistance is based on the in-
come and assets of an applicant’s household. To qualify, appli-
cants must provide pay stubs, including monthly Social Secu-
rity benefi ts and pension checks, for the last four weeks for all 
household members 18 and older. Applicants must also provide 
documentation of assets — recent bank account statements for 
all accounts for all household members — along with a current 
utility bill, Social Security numbers and birthdates for all house-
hold members.
UI begins tree care program

United Illuminating has begun the latest phase of its tree care 
program to reduce the amount of vegetation that UI says threat-
ens power lines during storms. In the next two to three months, 
UI’s tree service contractor will increase the distance between 
vegetation and power lines by targeting trees and limbs on 
Bull Hill Lane, Morgan Lane, West Spring Street and Campbell 
Avenue, said city Tree Warden Leo Kelly, who reviewed and 
approved the project. Kelly said the contractor, Asplundh Tree 
Expert LLC of East Windsor, will focus its work on UI’s “Utility 
Protection Zone,” which extends 15 feet above, 8 feet below and 
10 feet to the side of power lines.

According to UI, the Orange utility will designate trees for 
pruning or removal if they pose a threat to power lines.
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Marking 65!
Roberta And Moses Douglas will celebrate their 65th wed-

ding anniversary, Oct. 22.Congratulations from bryan, Brenda, 
Curtis, Carmen, and granddaughter, Amber. 

‘Little Rockers’ starts ‘em young

Photo courtesy of Rock House

John McCarthy shows off the cover for the “Little 
Rockers”program he is beginning this fall.

Music. It is one of those cul-
tural vehicles that transcends 
culture, ethnicity, or social 
status. Every race and all of 
civilization has used music for 
religion, art, rites of passage, 
even death. 

A local pop artist and teach-
er is looking to extend his love 
of a certain genre of music to 
youngsters.

Teach Kids Music, a certifi ed 
501 C3 nonprofi t organiza-
tion (TeachKidsMusic.org,) 
has launched its new “Litt le 
Rockers” program. This pro-
gram, an 80-page book writt en 
by Teach Kids Music founder 
John McCarthy, teaches chil-
dren about music starting as 
young as three years old in the 
pre-schematic stage of artist 
learning. 

“It is proven that when 
children start to understand 
the language of music at this 
young age they excel at any 
instrument they choose,” said 
McCarthy. ”Children learn 
the basics of music, rhythm & 
timing and actually get their 
fi rst lessons on piano, guitar, 
drums, ukulele and singing. 

McCarthy is a lifelong resi-
dent of West Haven and owns 
the Rock House School of Mu-
sic, located in West Haven and 
Wallingford.

Teach Kids Music plans to im-

plement this program in com-
munity centers, YMCA’s and 
schools nationwide, accord-
ing to McCarthy. The book is 
uniquely designed to guide 
teachers or parents to teach 
each lesson eff ectively even 
if they don’t have any musi-
cal experience. Lesson notes 
are provided after each les-
son with tips on how to pres-
ent the lesson to children. The 
Litt le Rocker book will also be 
distributed worldwide by Hal 
Leonard Publishing.

The D’Addario Foundation 
has partnered with Teach Kids 
Music to help launch the Litt le 
Rockers Program. D’Addario 
and Company is the world’s 
leading manufacturer of mu-
sical instrument strings and 
a top producer of musical 
instrument accessories. The 
D’Addario Foundation is 
a unique 501 c3 non-profi t 
grant-making organization 
providing monetary and prod-
uct support to high-quality 
sustainable music instruction 
programs on the frontline to 
improve access to music edu-
cation.

Suzanne D’Addario Broud-
er, executive director of the 
D’Addairo Foundation is ex-
cited to become part of the 
new series.

“The D’Addario Foundation 

is thrilled to partner with John 
McCarthy and Teach Kids Mu-
sic to launch the Litt le Rockers 
program,” she said. “Innova-
tive programs and dedicated 
folks like John and his team 
are changing the face of music 
education making it easy, en-
gaging and eff ective.  We be-
lieve more strongly than ever 
in the value of music as a cre-
ative outlet for youth.  Learn-
ing to play an Instrument is 
always time well spent.”

The Teach Kids Music mis-
sion is to help children learn 
music by off ering instruc-
tional programs, instruments 
and organizing performance 
opportunities in local commu-
nity centers. A few of our main 
programs are:

Litt le Rockers Classes – 
These group classes start chil-
dren on their musical journey! 
Starting with rhythm and 
timing exercises using clap-
ping and tapping patt erns and 

See Rockers, page 17
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ELECTION WARNING 
 

November 3, 2020 State Election 
 

The Electors of the Town of West Haven are hereby warned to meet places in said 
town on Tuesday, November 3, 2020, at their respective polling for the following 
purposes: 

I. To cast their votes for Presidential and Vice-Presidential electors, 
Representative in Congress, State Senator, State Representative, Registrar 
of Voters. 

II. Shall the City of West Haven amend its current Charter as recommended by the 
Charter Revision Commission in its final report submitted on September 27, 2019, 
which changes include but are not limited to: (1) changing to a City 
Council/Town Manager form of government; (2) establishing minimum qualification 
requirements for management positions; (3) changing the Tax Collector, City 
Clerk, and Treasurer from elected to appointed positions; (4) changing from 
biennial to quadrennial elections for all elected officials; (5) reducing the 
number of local voting districts from 10 to 3; (6) the Board of Education will 
consist of nine members three from each district with one minority party member 
in each district; (7) changing from mandatory to permissible appointments of 
department heads, boards and commissions? 

Notice is hereby given that the location of the polling places is as follows: 

 
Voting District Location of Polling Place 
 

District 1 - Elks Lodge 1537 265 Main St. 
District 2 - Savin Rock School 50 Park St. 
District 3 - Washington School 369 Washington Ave. 
District 4 - St. Paul's Church 898 First Ave. 
District 5 - Simchat Yisrael Hall 870 First Ave. 
District 6 - Forest School 95 Burwell Rd. 
District 7 - Anna Molloy School 225 Meloy Rd. 
District 8 - Edith E. Mackrille School 806 Jones Hill Rd. 
District 9 -Seth Haley School 148 South St. 
District 10 - Pagels School 26 Benham Hill Rd. 

 
Absentee Ballots will be counted at the following central location: 
 
 355 Main Street, West Haven 
 

Voting machines will be used. The polls will be opened at six o'clock in the 
morning (6:00 a.m.) and will remain open until eight o'clock in the evening 
(8:00 p.m.). 
 

Dated at West Haven, Connecticut, this 16th day of September, 2020. 
 

Patricia Horvath 
Town Clerk 

Town of West Haven 
 

ObituariesObituaries

Stephen Perrone
Stephen Perrone and his 

twin brother were born on 
New Years Eve 1944- 75 years 
ago to a surprised mother and 
a father serving overseas in 

the US Army Air Force. This 
surprise was the start of many 
for Steve’s life. The young 
family moved to West Haven. 
Thus, began Steve’s love of 
the water, boating and diving. 

Stephen att ended the Uni-
versity of New Haven and ma-
jored in Mechanical Engineer-
ing; he applied this talent to the 
development and construc-
tion of water treatment plants 
nationally and internation-
ally. He retired as president of 
Aqualogic Inc in North Haven. 

Stephen and his wife Kath-
ryn reared their two sons 
John and Jason in West Ha-
ven. Steve was predeceased 
by Kathryn however contin-
ued their Thanksgiving tra-
dition of inviting family and 
friends to their table, which 
hosted at least thirty guests.

Steve was a loving father, 
grandfather and devoted fam-
ily man who loved to cook and 
care for the lawn. This quality 

combined with his talent of re-
pairing everything and build-
ing anything -additions, bath-
rooms, garages garnered Steve 
a place in everyone’s heart.  

Steve’s devotion extended 
to the US Coast Guard Aux-
iliary where he served in 
numerous roles during his 
thirty-one-year member-
ship. He was a former Aux-
iliary Commander and the 
fl otillas fi nance offi  cer and 
director of public education. 

Stephen was delighted to 
include Mimi Wright and 
her daughter Catherine Ma-
her into his life and heart fi ve 
years ago. Steve and Mimi 
traveled together and trea-
sured one another. Catherine 
was “like a daughter to him”. 

Steve is survived by his 
beloved sons Jason (Amy) 
and John (Michael) and his 
wonderful grandchildren Mi-
chael and Kathryn (Katie). 

In accordance with Steve’s 

wishes, all services are private.  
In lieu of fl owers, the family 
requests that memorial dona-
tions be made to the US Coast 
Guard Auxilliary Flotilla 24-
03, 1 Helwig Street Milford, 
CT. 06460.  To leave an online 
message for the Perrone fam-
ily, please visit our website: 
www.westhavenfuneral.com.
Merle Stevens

Private services were held 
on Saturday, Oct. 10, at Oak 
Grove Cemetery, for Merle 

Stevens, daughter of the late 
Olga & Arthur Stevens, Sr., 
niece of the late Alda M. De-
Marco, sister to Arthur (De-
nise), Maria, & James. Merle 
was predeceased by her soul-
mate, Tom Hunt, and brother-
in-law, Brian Dinneen. Merle 
taught English for 50 years at 
West Haven High School. 

To leave a message for Mer-
le’s family, please visit our 
website, www.westhavenfu-
neral.com.

Orange synagogue plans
14th memorial services

Congregation Or Shalom 
in Orange, in partnership 
with the Jewish Federation of 
Greater New Haven, will hold 
the 14th Annual Community-
Wide Kristallnacht 
Commemoration on Sunday 
Nov. 15 at 9 a.m. This year we 
will honor the conscience and 

heroism of Mr. Odd Nansen of 
Norway.

As Adolf Hitler’s noose was 
tightening around the neck of 
German Jewry, Odd Nansen, 
a Norwegian architect, threw 
himself into the work of 
providing a safe haven for 
Jewish refugees and all who 
were fleeing Nazi persecution. 
To that end, he and his 
wife Kari created “Nansen-
hjelpen” (“Nansen-Relief”), a 
humanitarian organization in 
Oslo as well as a shelter for 
refugee children.

On April 9, 1940, Norway 
was overrun by Nazi Germany. 
Tragically, by late 1942, most 
of Nansen’s refugees had been 
systematically murdered by 
the Nazi regime, along with 
many of Norway’s Jews. 
However, Nansen’s brave 
staff at the children’s shelter 
managed to rescue 14 children 
by secretly transporting them 
to Sweden. These children 
survived the Holocaust and 
subsequently found new 
homes all over the world. 
Some are believed to still be 
alive today.

In Sachsenhausen, Nansen 
courageously maintained a 
secret diary on tissue-paper 
pages. The diary included 
vivid drawings of the horrific 
details of camp life as they 
happened, in real time. The 
diary and drawings were 
published after the war and 
provide an important first-
hand account of the atrocities 
perpetrated at Sachsenhausen. 
After the war, Nansen 
published his diary in Norway, 
where it was and is still widely 
known. The diary was re-
published and annotated in 
English in 2016 as “From Day 
to Day” by Timothy Boyce.

At Sachsenhausen, Nansen 
risked his life to save a ten-
year-old Jewish boy named 
Tommy who had survived the 
infamous death march from 
Auschwitz. 

The entire community is 
invited to join this event, held 
virtually this year via Zoom. It 
will begin at 9 a .m. with the 
solemn lighting of a Yellow 
Holocaust Memorial Candle. 
Contact jewishnewhaven.org/
RSVP to register. 



Thursday, Ocober 15, 2020 - Page 17WEST HAVEN VOICE

 Providing a full–spectrum of products and services, both traditional and alternative, preneed 
and at-need. 

Our professional staff is a group of compassionate and dedicated funeral directors experienced 
in discussing customized options with families. We are available to assist families at the time of 

immediate need or to help families make prearrangements.  
 

            Philip M. Appell, Funeral Director   
Phil.appell@carriageservices.com  

  
www.keenanfuneralhome.com 

238 Elm Street   330 Notch Hill Rd. 
  West Haven      North Branford 
(203) 933-1217     (203) 481-3217 

It came with a phone call 
late last week, Merle Stevens 
passed away. It hit hard for 
me, as I am sure it hard for 
many who knew her. 

It goes without saying her 
family mourned her death, 
but literally thousands of for-
mer students, co-workers and 
friends are in mourning as 
well.

The last couple of years had 
not been good to Merle. A fi re 
in her home in June of 2018 
left her badly burned and re-
quired months of rehab. But, 
in the process, she suff ered a 
stroke that incapacitated her 
as well. She fought the burns 
and the stroke, living out her 
days in Seaview on Ocean 
Avenue. Like many, I don’t 
want to remember that Merle. 
I want to remember the Merle 
who was dynamic, vivacious, 
quick-witt ed, and one of the 
best teachers ever to darken 
the door of West Haven High 
School.

It was in that capacity – as 
a teacher – Merle came into 
contact with thousands of 
people, and, invariably, left a 
mark. Quirky but smart, ana-
lytical but whimsical, she was 
a person who could brighten 
up a room and a conversation. 
She taught the same way. She 
could engage students as few 
could, and in the process, she 
was able to transcend any stu-
dent’s perceived abilities and 
teach the subject matt er well.

For Merle Stevens teaching 
was not a job. It was not even 
a profession. It was a vocation. 
She was called to teach, and 
she honed her skills and her 
abilities to make the teaching 
of English something special.

This writer fi rst met her as 
a 14-year-old freshman in the 
spring of 1968. She was an 
interesting person back then. 
During my four years there we 
intersected. I wrote a couple of 
columns for the Rostrum, the 
school newspaper my senior 
year. For years she insisted I 

was the editor of the paper, 
and I had to keep reminding 
her that honor went to Don 
Altschuler. It was at Don’s 
request I wrote some of those 
columns.

After high school is when 
one can learn to know and ap-
preciate a teacher and get to 
be a friend. No longer is one 
restricted by the necessary 
teacher-student separation. 
Over the next 40-plus years 
she became a trusted friend, 
a confi dant, and a sounding 
board. 

We got to know each other 
when I did a one-year stint 
with the Alternate School in 
1977-78. It was there we got to 
know each other particularly 
well, talking about everything 
from sports to politics to reli-
gion to philosophy to the fun-
ny papers. I left the program 
and began writing for news-
papers, but the friendship con-
tinued.

My work in town and with 
the high school over the years, 
and my avocation as a high 
school and college football 
offi  cial and baseball umpire 
gave us other things to talk 
about.

On and off  during that time, 
Merle would call, or I would 
call her, and you had to make 
sure you were in for the long 
haul. There was no “short 
conversation” with Stevens. It 
might start on tone topic and 
meander for the next half-
hour before returning to the 

topic at hand.
It was also during this time 

she asked me to come into 
her classroom to discuss the 
background of Dante’s Inferno. 
Merle wanted her kids of vari-
ous religious and ethnic back-
grounds to understand the 
culture that allowed such po-
etry and stories to be writt en. 
Dante, John Donne and others 
were part of a Christian cul-
ture that had to be understood 
in context to understand the 
literature. In college I focused 
on Colonial History, which 
meant understanding Calvin-
ism. I would also try to explain 
the Catholic view of the world 
– not as theology, but under-
standing theology, and its in-
fl uence on the writer.

You see, Merle believed 
the kids had to understand 
the culture to understand the 
writing. Make no mistake, she 
was unabashedly Catholic, 
and she wore it on her sleeve. 
But there was not proselytiz-
ing. It was just who she was. 
And in a way, she allowed 
non-Catholic students of vari-
ous stripes to understand why 
things were writt en the way 
they were.

Merle was also a proud 
Thomist, and it really per-
vaded her teaching style. She 
had a devotion to St. Thomas 
Aquinas, calling him -- as 
G.K. Chesterton did in his bi-
ography-- “The Dumb Ox.”  
A product of Mount Sacred 
Heart Academy and Albertus 

Magnus (when it was really 
a Catholic college) she loved 
Aquinas. 

The product of a fi rst-gener-
ation American-Italian mother 
and fi rst-generation Amer-
ican-Irish father, she wore 
these ethnicities with honor, 
sometimes regaling in some 
Italian, or pushing some Blar-
ney. Family came fi rst, and it 
was that way all her life. Next 
to family came West Haven. 
She divided the world into 
two categories: Westies, and 
non-Westies.

She was dogmatic in the 
belief that one could not un-
derstand West Haven without 
ever experiencing it as a resi-
dent. Those who came from 
the outside had no depth of 
understanding of the Westie 
mind, nor its compassion or 
pride.

But it was her students who 
came fi rst. To be in Merle Ste-
vens’s class was to be branded 
forever with her mark. She 
would remember your fi rst 
name, middle name and sur-
name, and that’s the way 
she would relate to you. She 
could also tell you what row 
and seat you had in class, and 
what classroom it was. 

Later in her career she gave 
up honors classes and taught 
more mainstream kids. But 
her style really didn’t change. 
She hated talking down to 
someone, and she hated that 
some thought certain students 
couldn’t be taught. She asked 

for classes that were diffi  cult. 
And she taught them.

In her later years, there was 
talk of replacing Shakespeare 
with more modern genres of 
literature, including graphic 
novels. 

She thought that a betrayal 
of the subject matt er, and a be-
trayal of the students. A good 
teacher, she believed, could 
get through to anyone, regard-
less of ability.

This philosophy put her in 
the crosshairs of some of the 
lesser lights that were put in 
charge. Stevens was the head 
of the English Department, 
and clashed with upper ech-
elon types who wanted to 
dumb down the curriculum. 

She fought the good fi ght, 
but time and circumstanc-
es won the day. Her health 
forced her to retire, something 
she never wanted. 

Merle Stevens was a char-
acter. She was also a damned 
good teacher. She had her 
faults as we all do. She made 
mistakes, as we all do. My 
hope is that she was given the 
comfort the Roman Church 
could off er. I plan on having 
a Mass said for the repose of 
her soul. 

The world will be a litt le 
darker without Merle. But 
those of us who knew her will 
remember the happy times. 
And her students will remem-
ber a person who infl uenced 
them in ways they haven’t 
even discovered yet.

From the desk of ...    Bill Riccio, Jr.

Continued from page 15
percussion instruments then 
moving on to the children’s 
fi rst music lessons for guitar, 
piano, ukulele, drums and 
singing. 
We plant a musical seed that 
will grow an entire lifetime! 
We provide tutorials and train 
people to teach these classes 
in community centers around 
the world. 

Musical Instrument Drives 
– How many used instru-
ments sit in closets or under 
beds unused? 

Our goal is to get donations 
of gently used instruments 
and put them directly in chil-
dren’s hands. 

Giving children who may 
not have the resources the 
opportunity to play and in-
strument can be life chang-

ing! We hold these drives in 
cities across the United States 
and help children fulfi ll their 
dream to play music. 

Youth Open Mic Nights 
– We help organize live per-
formance gatherings in local 
community centers. 

These events give children 
learning music an opportunity 
to meet other children learn-
ing to play music and interact 
musically with each other. 

These highly successful mu-
sical events create excitement 
and many times result in chil-
dren forming bands that con-
tinue afterwards.  

TKM Fundraising Concerts 
and Events – Teach Kids Mu-
sic has some of the best musi-
cians in the world on our team 
as “Music Ambassadors.” 
They make appearances, per-

form concerts and help to in-
spire children to play music 
and do positive things in their 
life. Carmine Appice (Rod 
Stewart, Vanilla Fudge, Jeff  
Beck), Doug Wimbish (Living 
Colour, Rolling Stones), Dan 
Jacobs (Atreyu) and David Elf-
fson (Megadeth) are just a few 
music icons that are part of 
our TKM team. 

These concerts att ract thou-
sands and help to fund our 
mission. 

“We are so excited to have 
the opportunity to work with 
the D’Addario Foundation to 
launch this groundbreaking 
program” McCarthy said. “We 
hope to grow interest in music 
with our youth in a time when 
music programs are being cut 
from many schools. When 
children get a solid founda-

tion in music at a young age 
they often times go on to play 
multiple instruments and ex-
cel academically as well.” 

Those who take the program 
will learn from someone who 
has honed his musical chops.

McCarthy is a musician, 
author, educator and creator 
of the Rock House Method 
system of learning. 

Since 2001, The Rock House 
Method has sold more than 
3 million instructional pro-
grams worldwide of which 
McCarthy writes, composes, 
and demonstrates in. 

In the past McCarthy has 
writt en columns for Gui-
tar School magazine and 
a monthly column titled 
«Metal Rising» in Guitar 
Player magazine. 

As owner of the Rock House 

School of Music since 1981, 
McCarthy has developed a 
curriculum for learning to 
play music that covers guitar, 
piano, ukulele, drums, bass 
guitar, singing, children’s mu-
sic development and music 
theory with over 50 titles in 
print as of September 2020.

His awards and accolades 
include CTNOW “Best Place to 
Learn Music”, Music & Sound 
Retailer award for “Best Tools 
for Schools”, Music Merchan-
dise Review (MMR) “Best 
Instructional Product of the 
Year” 

If you are interested in 
donating or to get more in-
formation on implementing 
one of our programs please 
contact John McCarthy at
RockHouseSchool@gmail .
com. 

Rockers: McCarthy begins musical program
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Westies fall
in volleyball

The West Haven volleyball 
team opened the 2020 season 
with a contest against Ham-
den. While the game would 
usually be a big one because 
of the rivalry, this contest sig-
nifi ed the start of high school 
play once again after the pause 
due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

With play starting, the Wes-
ties did not get off  to the start 
they would have liked in a 14-
25, 25-19, 22-25, 12-25 loss to 
the Green Dragons. 

Savannah Lopez led West 
Haven with 10 assists and 
seven digs, while Neve Kra-
jcir had 12 digs and fi ve kills. 
Lexi Prion added nine digs, 
and sophomore Tanasia Fi-
dalgo had three kills and three 
blocks. 

The Westies fell to 0-2 with 
a 3-2 loss against East Haven 
Saturday afternoon. In the 
fi rst regular season contest at 
the new West Haven gym, the 
Westies fell 23-25, 27-25, 25-23, 
22-25, and 4-15. 

Lopez led West Haven with 
11 assists, eight digs, six aces, 
and four kills. Dulcemaria 
Castillo had nine digs, Krajcir 
had seven digs, four kills, and 
three aces, while Prion had 
four aces and four digs. Asia 
Ford had six kills and Anael-
ecea Turcio had six digs. 

West Haven is in the win 
column. After falling just short 
in the fi rst two matches of the 
season, the Westies rebounded 
to pick up their fi rst victory 
with a 23-25, 25-8, 25-17, 25-
13 victory over Whitney Tech 
Monday evening at West Ha-
ven High. 

Lopez ran the West Haven 
off ense with 27 assists, while 
adding six aces, fi ve kills, and 
three digs. Krajcir also had a 
strong contest with 12 digs 
and seven kills. Ford added 
eight kills, Fidalgo had seven 
kills, Prion had seven digs, 
Mckayla Fowler chipped in 
fi ve kills, and Turcio added 
four aces and two digs in a 
complete team eff ort. 

West Haven fell to 1-3 on the 
season with a 25-12, 25-8, 25-
16 loss at Guilford Thursday 
afternoon. 

Lopez led the Westies with 
10 digs and eight assists. Prion 
played well defensively with 
six digs, Castillo had three 

aces and three digs, while Kra-
jcir had four digs and two kills, 
and Ford added four kills.

The signature game for a 
West Haven girls soccer team 
always starts with defense. 
It is no surprise defense and 
goalkeeping were the keys 
in West Haven’s opening 
victory against Lauralton Hall 
Friday evening at Ken Strong 
Stadium in West Haven.

Behind a solid defensive 
effort and four saves from 
senior Mackenzie Gardner, the 
Westies topped Lauralton Hall 
1-0 in the season opener for 
both teams. The opener came 
later in the season as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The chance Trenchard 
was referring to came just 8 
minutes, 5 seconds into the 
contest as junior Cori Severino 
provided a perfect feed to 
sophomore Julia Tsakonas, 
who buried the first goal 
of the year for the Westies.
While, West Haven had just 
three shots in the game, the 
goal by Tsakonas proved to 
be the game-winner. West 
Haven’s defense did the rest, 
holding Lauralton Hall to just 
four shots in the contest.

The Westies improved to 2-0 
with a 6-0 victory over Platt 
Tech Tuesday afternoon at 
Ken Strong Stadium in West 
Haven. 

Coach Trenchard’s squad 
clicked on all cylinders from 
the start, scoring 45 seconds 
into the contest and never 
looking back. The Westies 
had five different players 
find the back of the goal, four 
players picked up assists, and 
the strong defensive effort 
allowed just one shot on 
goal in front of sophomore 
goalkeeper Kassidy Carrano. 

Severino led the West 
Haven offense with two goals, 
sophomore Maya Bermudez 
had a goal and an assist, and 
Carrano made one save in the 
shutout. 

The Westies struck quickly 
off the opening tap as Severino 
scored off an assist from Riley 
Collins 45 seconds into the 
contest. 

West Haven scored three 
more goals to take a 4-0 
lead just 10 minutes into 
the game. Bermudez scored 

an unassisted tally, Julia 
Tsakonas scored off an assist 
from junior Madison Lentine, 
and senior Selena Izzo found 
the back of the net off an assist 
from Bermudez. 

Just 17 minutes, 7 seconds 
into the contest, the lead grew 
to 5-0 as Gardner, the team’s 
usual starting goalkeeper, 
scored off an assist from 
sophomore Melissa Tsakonas. 

West Haven put the game 
away eight seconds into the 
second half when Severino 
scored an unassisted goal.

Defense has remained the 
key for the West Haven girls 
soccer team. The Westies 
have not allowed a goal 
through three games and have 
outscored their opponents 11-
0. 

Friday evening’s contest in 
North Haven was no different 
as West Haven held North 
Haven scoreless by riding 
the overall team play in a 4-0 
victory at North Haven. 

The Westies allowed just 
four shots in the contest and 
Gardner (3 saves) and Carrano 
(1 save) preserved the shutout.

West Haven scored the only 
goal it would need just 6:50 
into the contest when Amanda 
Tsakonas scored off an assist 
from Selena Izzo. The goal 
by Tsakonas would be the 
lone tally until the second 
half when the Westies pulled 
away.

Julia Tsakonas scored off an 
assist from Bermudez at the 
48:44 mark, then added her 
second consecutive goal off an 
assist from Lentine 7:01 later. 

Selena Izzo capped the 
scoring at 69:53 off an assist 
from Ariana Izzo. 

The West Haven boys soccer 
team has had plenty of time 
to get ready for a different 
season and a new normal. 
If there were any questions 
regarding any team being 
ready to play, those questions 
were answered in a hurry.

Thrown right into a rivalry 
contest to start the season, West 
Haven traveled to Veterans 
Field Friday afternoon to open 
the season against rival Notre 
Dame. The wait was worth 
it for both teams as a highly 
competitive contest ended in 
a 2-2 tie.

For the Westies, the 
outcome may not have been 
as desired as the Westies 
jumped out to a 2-0 lead. 
Goals by senior Derick Meza 
and junior Brian Rivadera 
had West Haven on top, but 
the Green Knights came back.
Joe Lakaj cut the Notre Dame 
deficit in half, and with 
approximately four minutes 
remaining, Connor Naumann 
scored on a penalty kick to 
even the game at two. 

West Haven needed to wait 
a week between games to get 
on the field, but that wait was 

well worth it. 
Led by a pair of seniors on 

the offensive side, West Haven 
posted a 4-1 victory over North 
Haven Friday evening at Ken 
Strong Stadium to improve to 
1-0-1 on the year. 

Aldo Barragan led West 
Haven with three goals, while 
fellow senior Meza scored 
once in the win.

The West Haven boys and 
girls cross-country teams 
opened the 2020 season in 
Milford Friday afternoon 
against Law, East Haven, and 
Platt Tech.

The boys posted three 
victories, topping Law, 25-30, 
East Haven, 15-47, and Platt 
Tech, 17-45.  For the Westies, 
the top runners were senior 
Allen Aldrich, who was 
second overall in 19 minutes, 
9 seconds, and senior James 
Weber, who finished in 20:12. 
Junior Alex Potter was right 
behind in 20:22.

The girls dropped all three, 
losing 15-50 to Law, East 
Haven, and Platt Tech. Senior 
Kenedi Merola finished in 
11th place with a personal best 
of 25:09, while sophomore 
Amanda Gullo was next on the 
Westies in 29:04. Sophomore 
Maryangel Cruz rounded out 
the top three for West Haven 
in 29:24.

West Haven ran at Guilford 
Wednesday afternoon and 

See Westies, page 19

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Assia Ford att epts a kill in a recent match. School sports opened this month for the fi rst time 
since March.
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each were defeated 15-50 by Guilford. 

The top runners for the boys were Aldrich in 19 
minutes, 19 seconds, Weber in 19:29 and junior Justin 
Rodriguez with a personal best of 19:47. 

For the girls, Merola finished in 23:20, sophomore 
Gullo finished in 25:28, and Cruz ran in 27:05. Each 
time was a personal best for all three girls.  

The girls swim team opened the 202 season with 
a 107-79 loss against Sheehan Wednesday afternoon. 
The Westies had just three first place finishes in the 
loss. 

West Haven was victorious in the 200 medley relay 
in a time of 2 minutes, 4.89 seconds with a team of 
Madison Hobart, Molly Wilson, Kaelyn Falanga, and 
Victoria Acuna. 

The team of Lauren Blake, Khando Dorjee, Falanga, 
and Hobart won the 400 free relay in a time of 4:27.73, 
and Falanga was victorious in the 500 freestyle in 
6:00.52. 

For all your West Haven sporting news throughout 
the year, including game articles by Mike Madera, 
highlights, photos and more, visit www.westieblue.
com.

Westies: Cross-country wins opening race

West Haven Youth Soccer continued 
its fall season Columbus Day Week-
end.  The Elite Soccer Camps Wolves 
played Porto Funeral Homes, winning 
9-4.  Jax Guarino was stellar on both 
sides of the ball, and Trevor Hinton 
scored and Brandon Rylski picked up 
his fi rst goal.  Ben Trenchard, Jacob 
Radar, Matt eo D’Elia and Luca De-
Crescenzo  also scored for the Wolves, 
and Seth Empric and Jesrun Polington 
both dazzled with their moves and 
footskills.  Luca Gagliardi and Nicho-
las Pratt  both showed a lot of hustle in 
the win.  

The Cappett a’s Italian Imports Polar 
Bears tied the Rock House Rhinos, 4-4, 
on Saturday.  For the Polar Bears, with 
Luciana Cappett a scored. Francesca 
Demartino was aggressive on the fi eld 
while Annabelle Fiorillo was strong 
on defense, protecting the goal several 

times.  The Rhinos were lead on of-
fense by Allyson Hernandez Arce with 
two goals and Stella Porto  sett ing up 
many chances for the team and scor-
ing two goals herself.  The defense was 
lead by Kayley Myers and Valentina 
Massa, who both stopped a few rushes 
on the Grey Rhinos net.  Goalkeeping 
duties were shared by Charlize Boone 
and Yulisa Leiva Palma.

Oyster River Energy beat Stars Ice 
Cream, 4-1. For Stars Ice Cream, Alex 
Shubin played very well at center de-
fensive mid, making it very hard on 
the opposition to build up, while Aar-
on Cabacungan played very well at full 
back.

The Cornell Scott -Hill Health Cen-
ter won against Nicks Luncheonett e, 
4-1.  Mason DaSilva scored twice, 
while Chris Thomas and Julian Es-
posito each picked up a goal.  For the 

Nick’s Luncheonett e Dragons, the out-
standing players were Adam Gaudet, 
Adan Quirmolue and Eli Marklinsky.  
The Milano & Wanat Warriors shut 
out George Ellis Company Red Dev-
ils, 4-0. It was a total team eff ort from 
the group.  Goalkeeper Jordan Walker, 
defenders Brando Quizhpi and Julius 
Stokes and the att ackers Bastian Tan-
dazo, Jackson Gabriele, Tobi Warcholic 
and Adhan Beyah all played well..

In what was a competitive match 
between the Gunning Law Firm Maca-
roons and Shoreline Wellness, the score 
at the half was 0-0.  The Macaroons 
took control of the game in the second 
half with three goals and great defense. 
The Macaroons were lead by Wynter 
Branham, CyDni Ogman and Stepha-
nie Osorno.  For Shoreline Wellness,  
Zoe Prutt ing had three saves. Chelsea 
and Klara Frost played two nice corner 

kicks to the midfi elders and forwards 
to get a few shots on goal. Riley Greene 
played tough defense.  Karol Chaves-
Cruz played well in her fi rst game.

In Travel Team action, the U9 girls 
came up short against Southington, 
losing 1-0. 

The goal came with a minute left in 
the game. The Westies put up a great 
eff ort with Amy Congacha and Ariel 
Titus coming very close to scoring 
goals. Karine Davila was great in goal 
for the Westies saving a penalty shot in 
the second half.  

The U11 girls traveled to Guilford 
for a 3-1 win. The fi rst goal was scored 
by Finley Gunning and second goal by 
Haleigh McCarthy. 

In the second half, Guilford scored 
but shortly after that the Westies an-
swered when McCarthy scored again, 
with an assist from Sophia Empric.

Elite Soccer tops Porto in Youth Soccer

The West Haven Mite B 
travel hockey team had two 
games last weekend, the fi rst 
taking place at home on Sat-
urday morning as the Westies 
took on the West Haven Mite 
C’s.  

The Mite B’s looked solid 
throughout the game as they 
passed the puck well and 
played well as a team.  Kyle 
D’Agostino and Ethan Mc-
Grath made some key stops 
defensively, while Tony Parise 
made some key plays in the 
att acking end.  Evan Harrison 
once again played great in-be-
tween the pipes, and Connor 
Owens hustled up and down 
the ice.  

Sunday morning, the Westie 
Mite B’s were back in action, 
traveling south to take on New 
Canaan.  The Westies came 
away with the win, again on 
the back of solid team play.  

Logan Minio and Jax Gua-
rino each picked up a hat 
trick, with each one gett ing 
an assist from Ben Trenchard.  
Trenchard picked up a goal of 
his own, banging home a re-
bound through the fi ve hole.  

Ryan Schempp and Joe 
Mondo were both strong on 
defense, and Brady Salkins 
picked up a stellar goal on a 
breakaway that he slott ed past 
the New Canaan goalie.

The West Haven Mite B 
travel hockey team picked up 
another win this weekend, 
as they batt led the Hamden 
Green Dragons Sunday morn-
ing.  

Parise stepped up for his 
team to take over net minder 
duties, making several huge 

saves to keep the Westies in 
the game.  Salkins scored the 
opener for the Blue Devils, 
and slott ed the puck home 
two more times to pick up 
the hat trick.  The scoring was 
spread around as Minio, Gua-
rino, Schempp and Trenchard 
all scored, with Trenchard 
slott ing home a rebound off  of 
a Minio shot late in the game.  

Mondo had a strong perfor-
mance, using his speed to back 
check and fore check through-
out the game.  Owens and Mc-
Grath made several key passes 
and D’Agostino made some 
big plays defensively in the 
win for the Blue Devils.

The West Haven Squirt B 
travel hockey team went 3-0-
1 in the Andy Noel Columbus 
Day Classic to secure a spot in 
the division fi nal to be played 
on Monday. The Westies face 
the Putnam Panthers, whom 
they fell to on Saturday de-
spite a hard-fought batt le.  In 
spite of the loss, the Westies 
regrouped and posted impres-
sive wins against Pelham and 
the Southern Stars.  

Brendan Silva played out-
standing in net in every game. 
Jackson Troyer dominated 
off ensively, leading the Wes-
ties with six goals, several of 
which were unassisted. Troyer 
was followed by Josie Reed 
with two goals and Marchello 
Criscuolo with one goal. 

Forwards Jocelyn Kenny, 
Sophia Locklear, Sydney Reed 
and Paul Clini all contributed 
off ensively, with Locklear, 
Sydney Reed, Clini and Josie 
Reed all earning assists. The 
Westies were anchored defen-

sively by the solid play of Ava 
Schoeman, Caitlin Aloi and 
Josie Reed.

The West Haven Peewee A 
team dropped an 8-3 decision 
to Greater New Haven A1 on 
Sunday morning at Edward L. 
Bennett  Rink.  The Blue Devils 
are now 2-3-0 on the season.

The Warriors got out to a 
3-0 lead in the fi rst period, but 
West Haven worked hard to 
get on the scoreboard.  Came-
ren Lipford retrieved the puck 
behind the net and slid a pass 
out front where Zach Melchio-
re jammed it home with seven 
seconds left on the clock.

 GNH added to their lead in 
the second period and led 6-1 
at the second intermission.  The 
Westies showed grit in the third 
period and controlled much of 
the play.  

Lipford fed Mikey D’Aiuto 
for a wrist shot and Sean 
Studley snapped home the 
rebound to make it 7-2.  Just 
over one minute later, Studley 
carried the puck over the blue 
line and sent a perfect pass to 
Lipford who roofed his shot to 
cut the defi cit to 7-3.

The Warriors outshot the 
Westies for the game, 30-22.  
Kai Luca started in goal for 
the Westies and Cedrik Roy 
played the second half of the 
game in net.  The pair com-
bined for 22 saves.

The West Haven Bantam AA 
travel hockey team won a pair 
of games last week, defeating 
Darien AA and Central AA.

The Westies traveled to play 
Darien Saturday evening and 
behind a complete team eff ort, 
posted a 1-0 victory. Mickey 

Dowd scored off  an assist 
from Matt  Stevens with 3:42 
remaining for the game’s only 
goal. Bryan Hong was solid in 
goal for the Westies to post the 
shutout.

West Haven hosted Central 
AA on Sunday and won 4-3. 
Dowd scored twice and Ste-
vens added a goal and an as-
sist in the victory. 

Dowd gave West Haven a 
1-0 lead with 18.3 seconds left 
in the fi rst off  an assist from 
Max Schroeder, then gave 
West Haven a 2-1 lead with 
5:41 left in the second off  as-
sists from Stevens and Marco 
Goodmaster. 

With the game even at two, 
Stevens scored on a loose puck 
in front with 7:07 to go, before 
Robert McCarthy scored off  an 
assist from Thomas Porto 54 

seconds later.  
West Haven fell in a pair of 

contests this weekend to the 
Hartford Jr. Wolfpack Major 
team. The Westies fell 6-1 on 
Saturday in Cromwell and 6-2 
at home on Sunday.

West Haven trailed 4-0 
on Saturday, before Dowd 
scored off  assists from Porto 
and Goodmaster with 9 min-
utes, 33 seconds remaining in 
the game, before Hartford re-
sponded 2:20 later and added 
another in the fi nal minute. 

The Westies fell 6-2 Sunday 
afternoon at the Edward L. 
Bennett  Rink. Hartford took 
a 3-0 lead in the fi rst, before 
Dowd scored an unassisted 
goal with 1:44 left in the fi rst. 
Trailing 6-1, Dowd scored 
with 5:57 remaining to get 
West Haven closer. 

Photo courtesy of Mike Madera

Zach Melchiore (39) of the West Haven Peewee A team chases 
down a loose puck in recent West Haven Youth Hockey action. 

Peewees drop, 8-3, to New Haven
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Continued from page 3
cent walking tour of the park 
allowed me to see the great 
progress that was made by this 
group of volunteers. Thank 
you to everyone involved who 
made this renovated natural 
resource available to all Wes-
ties.”

Joining Rossi, Cohen and 

Johnstone at the late-afternoon 
ceremony were state Reps. 
Charles J. Ferraro, R-West 
Haven, and Dorinda Borer, 
D-West Haven; city Treasurer 
Michael P. Last; City Council 
Chairman Ronald M. Qua-
gliani, D-at large; council 
members Robbin Watt  Hamil-
ton, D-5, Robert Bruneau, D-9, 

Gary Donovan, D-at large, and 
Colleen O’Connor, R-at large; 
city sidewalk inspector Ernie 
Chiarelli; city Tree Warden 
Leo Kelly; and McCarthy.

The revitalization of the 
Hubbard Road park, nestled 
between Jones Hill and Ben-
ham Hill roads, far exceeded 
the sponsors’ original commit-
ment to the wooded park, said 
Cohen, who pointed out that 
more than 80% of its 7.6-acre 
trails were restored.

All labor and materials to re-
establish the trails, clear brush 
and debris, add new and re-
furbish existing fencing, and 
beautify the main entrance 
were provided by sponsors at 
no cost to the city, Cohen said.

In addition to the sponsors’ 
direct support, more than 
$11,000 of in-kind and mone-
tary contributions were made 
by over a dozen businesses, he 
said.

Cohen extended a special 
acknowledgement for the gen-
erous donations of the follow-
ing companies: Joe Iannone, 
the owner of Reliable Fence 
CT of West Haven, which pro-
vided 70 feet of cedar fencing 
and installation; Gio Barbano, 
a co-owner of Barbano Broth-
ers Land Design of Milford, 
which provided landscaping 
to reestablish or create new 
trails; Jim O’Donoghue, the 

owner of JOD Designs of Mil-
ford, which provided the park 
sign, design and installation; 
Patrick Roka, the manager of 
Sherwin-Williams Paint Store 
of Orange, which provided 
the park bridge stain and 
paint supplies; and Philip and 
Justin Grande, the owners of 
Soundview Landscape Sup-
ply of West Haven, which pro-
vided 10-plus yards of mulch, 
ground maintenance supplies 
and debris removal.

“The park’s transformation 
has stimulated a sense of com-
munity and pride while show-
casing the benefi ts that can be 
achieved through a public-
private partnership,” Cohen 
said. “The reopening has also 
reignited many Westies’ fond-
est memories, such as skating 
on the pond, hitt ing the hiking 
trails and countless childhood 
adventures.

“It is my heartfelt belief that 
the continued commitment 
by the sponsors and city, in 
combination with local busi-
ness engagement and neigh-
borhood outreach, will create 
new memories for many gen-
erations to follow.”

Johnstone noted the restora-
tion was also made possible by 
three dozen volunteers who 
contributed more than 350 
hours to the park’s rehabilita-
tion.

“With the driving force of 
a core team of volunteers and 
generous donors, the revital-
ization has exceeded all expec-
tations for the Hubbard fam-
ily and many throughout the 
area,” Johnstone said. “It was 
quite inspiring to see the com-
munity come together during 
these diffi  cult times and do 
something positive.”

The 34-year-old Johnstone 
continued: “People told me 
from the very beginning that 
I was crazy and it couldn’t be 
done. Well, they got one thing 
right. I was a man on a mission 
to make my grandparents and 
great-grandparents proud.”

Johnstone, tearing up, told 
the crowd that when he was 
young, his grandfather often 
took him to the park prop-
erty, then part of the Hubbard 
family homestead, but that he 
“hated it.”

That sentiment has become 
a distant memory for John-
stone, however, as his ap-
preciation for the park has 
deepened with each passing 
year. Now more than ever, he 
said he treasures the precious 
times exploring the park with 
his grandfather, especially 
since Johnstone and his wife 
are expecting their fi rst child 
and looking forward to shar-
ing similar experiences there 
with their own family.

Hubbard Park: Rehab project completed

City-wide Open 2020 now on
City-Wide Open Studios 2020 is happening the whole month 

of October, and West Haven artists are participating in force. 
Dave Carr, Bill Enck, Rachel Hellerich, Ellen Hoverkamp (fea-
tured this week), Jeff  Slomba, and students in the arts program 
at the University of New Haven: Elizabeth Bonica, Nicholas 
Fazekas, Samantha Hart, Seth Hennin, Nichole Licata, Ramier 
Williams, Shay “Sluggo” Winslow, and Diana Yan are all fea-
tured in the event.  Ellen Hoverkamp, who has participated for 
many years and taught a workshop two years ago that included 
a field trip to the West Haven beach, creates dramatic, detailed 
botanicals and still life photography using a flatbed scanner 
as a camera. She will hold virtual visits Monday-Thursday. 
One to one, in person visits are available on weekends only. 
Peruse and purchase unframed prints, her published books, 
note cards, puzzles and scarves at Ellen’s Home Studio in the 
Center District. City-Wide Open Studios is an annual month-
long visual arts festival produced by Artspace in New Haven. 
In 2018 & 2019 it culminated with blockbuster showcases of 
200-plus artists at Yale West Campus in West Haven, att racting 
5,000-10,000 visitors.  Left -- This still life by Elinor Slomba 
is one of the works on display. All mediums are included as 
seen below by this unidentifi ed artist working in computer 
graphics.
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bsg BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

184 Campbell Ave 203-934-3100
West Haven, CT 06516 emmettsautoct.com

Sette Landscaping, LLC
The grass is greener on the Sette side

Joseph F. Sette  Licensed
Lawn Specialist  Insured

Residential                    Commercial

Everything Landscaping
Lawn Repair Specialists
(203) 932-1009

Grassy Hill Auctions

Always Buying

Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments

(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone

& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken

or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &

MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old

Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &

Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,

Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,

Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,

Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical

Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial

Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney

Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,

Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk

Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern

Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,

Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…
& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore
Owners 

(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com

GB Masonry
Stone Walls * Sidewalks * Pavers
Chimneys * Brickwork * Flagstone

Stone Siding * Stucco
Fully Insured -- Quality Work!

17 years Experience
Jimmy-- 203-206-1159

gbmasonrystone@ gmail.com

Left --Mayor Nancy R. Rossi swears in Troy Tappin to the Board of Fire Com-
missioners of the City of West Haven Fire Department Allingtown on Oct. 6 
at the World War I Armistice Memorial on the Green. Tappin, 57, of Josephine 

Avenue, was the second Allingtown resident sworn into the fi re commission 
in just over two months. Right -- Paul Sikorski Jr., 27, of Orange Terrace, was 
administered the oath of offi  ce by Rossi on July 30. 

Photos by Michael P. Walsh

Due sworn-in
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?

Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,

And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience

Friendly service.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street 
parking, Use of penthouse meet-

ing room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview. 

(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 301

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing,  
Insured. Free estimates. Call 
(203) 506-9384.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs -- Walls and ceilings, 

sheetrock, carpentry. Free esti-
mates. Insured HC#0647093. Bill 
(203) 901-2136.

John’s Lawn Cutting

203-508-3659
Call for estimate!

 
Voice Classifieds
(203) 934-6397

Voice Classifieds
(203) 934-6397

FOR RENT
West Haven –160 Campbell 

Ave., 2nd Foor, 5RM, 2 BRM. 
Close to beach, bus. Newly reno-
vated. No utilities. $1250/month, 
plus security deposit. Call 203-
934-8506.

FOR SALE
1000-PIECE JIGSAW  PUZ-

ZLES FOR SALE OR TRADE, 
CALL RON, (203) 907-6993.

AMWAY SALES
Looking for Home, Health, 
Beauty Products - We Have 

What You Need. 
Contact: Amway Distributor 

Nia at 203-440-8631/ knia500@
gmail.com

Amway.com/mtmworldwide

SITUATIONS WANTED
Seamstress, over 30 years’ 

experience. Can do everything, 
pants, suits, dresses, gowns, etc. 
Reasonable rates. Call Debbie, 

(203) 908-5050

CARPENTRY, REPAIRS
Decks, porches, wall,s ceilings, 

sheetrock, taping, water dame-
age, repairs. Free estimates, in-
sured. MC/Visa.CT. Lic. 0647093. 
Bill, (203) 901-2136.

Voice Classifieds
(203) 934-6397

FOR SALE
2003 Audi A-4 in good condi-

tion. 2Dr, white, 150K miles, New 
heater, AC, FM radio, Automatic, 
locks, windows, moon roof and 
cassette player. Asking $500.
(203) 257-0248. Ask for James.

PLUMBING PROBLEMS???
Leaky pipes, Leaky Faucets, 

Leaky Showers, RunningToilet, 
Leaky Toilet, Drain Cleaning, 
Leaky Hot Water Heater, Gard-
bage Disposals, Dryer/Washers, 
Laundry Lines, Dishwasher Lines, 
30 gal. Gas, or 40 gal. Electric 
Water Heaters, Baseboard Instal-
lations and Repairs, Gas Stoves, 
FULL PLUMBING REPAIR SER-
VICES, 24/7 days a week at (203) 
584-6868. 

Voice Classifieds
(203) 934-6397

Answers
to last week s

puzzles

OCTOBER 22 2020

PIANO LESSONS
 BY COMPUTER

Since 1992, in your home
when we can.

 Beginners welcome,
reasonable rates.

Details, References.

In West Haven: 203-479-4467

ELECTRICAL HELP NEEDED

Electrician versed in
 wiring Lionel train layout and accessories needed. 

Must fix mess left by earlier electrician.

Price must be fixed not hourly.
Call 475-988-7593.
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Contact

West Haven Voice

West Haven Voice, LLC
840 Boston Post Road, West Haven, CT 06516

203-934-NEWS (6397)         Web: westhavenvoice.com
Facebook: whvoice             Twitter: @whvoiceads

Editor Bill Riccio - info@westhavenvoice.com

Sales Director Alan Olenick -sales@westhavenvoice.com

Sales Associate Molly Gianfredi
molly_gianfredi@ westhavenvoice.com

Next Issue Date: October 29th, 2020 (Pre-Election Issue)

On this Date

Phone: (800) 224-2128 | (203) 937-6400
824 Boston Post Road | West Haven, CT  06516

E-mail: info@baybrookremodelers.com
Website: www.baybrookremodelers.com

������������	
��������

������������������

�������������������
����
����������

�������
�������
�������������
����� �!

���������	
���
�����
���
���
����
����
��
���
����
����
�����
���
���	������
������


������������
 ����	�
 ��
 ��������	
 �����
 ����
 ������	
 ���
 ��	�
 ���
 ���� 
 ��
 ����
 ����


!���
���
�����
��
����	
���
����
��
�������
�����	�
������
���
�������
������
!���� 

Farmers market
vouchers ready

Kaedon Maebry, age 4, a student at the West Haven Child 
Development Center, Inc., is hoping for more blue skies to 
play outside!

2003 -- Shenzhou 5, China’s 
fi rst human space fl ight mis-
sion launched. Launched from 
the Jiuquan Satellite Launch 
Center in the middle of the 
Gobi desert in northern China, 
this launch brought the Chi-
nese into the exclusive club of 
countries who have achieved 
manned space fl ight. The oth-
er countries are the USA and 
the Soviet Union/Russia.

1990 -- Mikhail Gorbachev 
is Awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize. The then President of 
the Soviet Union received the 
prestigious award given out 
by the Norwegian Nobel Com-
mitt ee, for his role in lessening 
tensions during the Cold War.

1987 -- Thomas Sankara 
killed. Thomas Sankara, the 
President of Burkina Faso, 
was killed during a coup led 
by Blaise Compaoré.

1951 -- I Love Lucy Airs for 
the First Time. The American 
sitcom aired on CBS and fea-
tured real-life couple Lucille 
Ball and Desi Arnaz. The pop-
ular show lasted for 6 years 
and it had several spin-off s af-
ter it went off  air.

1783 -- World’s First Manned 
Balloon Flight. Jean-François 
Pilâtre de Rozier, a teacher 
from France, spent about 4 
minutes in the air in a bal-
loon made by fl ight pioneers 
Joseph-Michael and Jacques-
Ètienne Montgolfi er. The 
Montgolfi er brothers were re-
sponsible for the world’s fi rst 
balloon fl ight and for sending 
the fi rst living being – a duck – 
on a balloon.

Births 
1938 -- Fela Kuti. Nigerian 

singer-songwriter, musician, 
activist.

1931 -- A. P. J. Abdul Kalam. 
Indian scientist, politician.

Farmers market vouchers are 
available by calling the De-
partment of Elderly Services 
at (203) 937-3635 or (203) 627-
1382.

In an effort to limit contact, 
the department is distributing 
the vouchers by mail to eligi-
ble city residents.

To receive $18 in vouchers, 
the income limits for those at 
least 60 years old are $23,606 
per year, or $1,968 per month, 
for a single person and $31,894 
per year, or $2,658 per month, 
for a married couple.

Each voucher booklet con-
tains six $3 vouchers that resi-
dents can use at any farmers 
market in the state. A list of 
markets is included with each 
booklet.

West Haven’s Tony Inzero 
Farmers Market was canceled 
in accordance with local pub-
lic health guidelines.
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