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Virtual singalong

Mackrille’s holiday singalong is usually conducted in the
gym with lots of loud music and flashing lights. However,
just because things were different this season, did not mean
Mackrille couldn’t be creative with its singalong. Both in-per-
son learners and distance learners tuned in for live dance and
singalong hosted by teacher Carlos Julia. It was packed with
storytelling and videos. Needless to say, he had a full audi-

ence on Zoom!

Photos by Miguelina Felix
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Officials set goals for new year

As the new year opens, city officials
are looking back and looking forward
with a particular eye on the biggest
story of the year, the decade, and, so
far, the century. COViD-19, the virus
that originated in China and found its
way all over the world affected West
Haven as it had everywhere else.

Officials hope the latest upsurge will
subside and allow some semblance of
normality to return. Both mayor Nancy
Rossi and Chairman of the City Coun-
cil Ron Quagliani were asked about
2020 and what they hoped for 2021.

Assessing last year, Mayor Rossi said
the virus limited what the city could
accomplish.

“West Haven fared like most com-
munities across the state and country

f 570

(203) 933-9966
111 Elm Street, West Haven

and struggled when the Corona Virus
(COVID-19) hit us in March. We saw
many businesses forced to temporar-
ily close or limit capacity. The Federal
Government’s Payroll Protection Pro-
gram helped but our business com-
munity, especially small businesses,
continue to struggle,” she said. “Our
residents, as always, have been ter-
rific in supporting our local busi-
ness community, which was critical
to their survival and very much ap-
preciated. The city agonized with the
mandated spring lockdown and was
forced to limit or cancel many activi-
ties throughout the year. We produced
virtual events when possible, which I
think our residents enjoyed under the
circumstances, but I look forward to

having in-person events in 2021.”

For Quagliani, took a more “recent”
approach, touting the recently pub-
lished budget audit for Fiscal Year 2021
that ended June 30.

“The City Council has been noti-
fied by the mayor that the audit has
been completed on-time and will be
presented to us in January for review.
The audit is on-time for the first time
in well over a decade. I believe that
the audit will show a fund balance
of somewhere around $3m. Just four
years ago the City was experiencing a
cumulative deficit of over $16m. I an-
ticipate FY "22 to be one of continued
fiscal prudency with investment in
public safety, education, infrastructure
and cybersecurity improvement, and

efficiency and process enhancement,”
he said.

Asked about goals for the new year,
Rossi looked to the audit as one goal
accomplished, but hoped 2021 would
offer more personal events, and looked
to the yearlong city centennial as a pos-
sible target.

“One of my top goals, since taking
office, was the annual audit would be
on time, I have achieved that goal and
you should have received the press re-
lease with details,” she said.

“My hope is we can get back to some
type of normality in the coming months
with the rollout of the approved vac-
cines. The city’s priority is and will
continue to be the public health and

See Goals, page 9
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EllaM of Grade 3 at Pagels School is calling for more snow
to make another snowman.
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On this Date

1989 -- Akihito is sworn in as
Emperor of Japan. His acces-
sion to the throne followed the
death of his father, Emperor
Hirohito, on the same day.

1979 -- The Khmer Rouge
government of Cambodia is
overthrown. Vietnamese forc-
es captured the Cambodian
capital Phnom Penh that day.

1927 -- The first transatlan-
tic telephone service is es-
tablished. A 3-minute call be-
tween New York and London
cost about $45 USD, which is
roughly $550 in today’s dol-
lars.

1785 -- Hot air balloon
crosses the English Channel.
French inventor Jean-Pierre
Blanchard took about 2V
hours to fly from Dover (UK)
to Guines (France).

1610 -- Galileo Galilei dis-
covers the Galilean Moons.
The Italian astronomer spot-
ted the four largest moons of
Jupiter that day: lo, Europa,
Ganymede, and Callisto.

Births

1991 Eden Hazard, Belgian
footballer.

1985 Lewis Hamilton, Eng-
lish race car driver.

1967 Nick Clegg, English
politician, Deputy Prime Min-
ister of the United Kingdom.

1964 Nicolas Cage. Ameri-
can actor, producer, director.

1943 Sadako Sasaki, Japa-
nese victim of the Atomic
bombings of Hiroshima, Na-
gasaki.

Deaths
1989 Hirohito, Japanese em-
peror.

1951 René Guénon, French/
Egyptian author.

1943 Nikola Tesla, Serbian/
American physicist, engineer.

1536 Catherine of Aragon,
wife of Henry VIIL

Clinic resumes
counseling services

The West Haven Youth and
Family Services Clinic has re-
sumed counseling services for
couples, families, individuals
and youths using a confiden-
tial virtual platform.

Call (203) 937-3760 to sched-
ule an appointment with cer-
tified therapists Robbin Wolf-
Airault or Sheila Hebert.

Former clients and new re-
ferrals are asked to leave their
name, phone number and rea-
son for calling so a clinician
can contact them.

I-A Bingo reopens

The West Haven Italian-
American Civic Association
will reopen its weekly Bingo
on Thursday Nov. 5, Doors
open at 6 p.m.. Social Distanc-
ing applies. Masks must worn,
no reserved seats. Bring your
own snacks & drinks. Call
(203) 937-8339 for information.
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Santa’s workshop brings joy

A member of the West Haven Interagency Network for Children’s Adolescent Sup-
port Group receives a stocking and a toy from Santa Claus on Dec. 12 during a walk-through
Santa’s workshop event in Painter Park for families of young people with special needs. Each
young person enrolled in the WHINC support groups and their sibling received a stocking
with goodies and a toy or a Target gift card. The event’s organizer, city Youth and Family Ser-
vices Director Diane Dietman, thanked the following: the WHINC parent steering committee
members; the West Haven High School Peer Advocacy Program for donating the toys; Target
of Orange for donating the gift cards, city Parks and Recreation Director Mark E. Paine Jr. for
hosting the event; city Health Director Maureen B. Lillis for providing the holiday face masks,
hand sanitizer and candy canes; and city Human Resources Commissioner Beth A. Sabo for her
generous donation and support.
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Dear Felicia

Happy New Year, honey
bunch! There weren't too
many people who were un-
happy to see 2020 in the rear-
view mirror, that’'s for sure.
In a year that started out with
50000 much positive going on,
it’s amazing how it all turned
so sour so fast. Here in the Asy-
lum by the Sea, things are still
in somewhat of the doldrums
as the China virus has con-
tinued to spike through these
colder months, and Goodness
knows when this is all gonna
turn around.

Over the past few weeks,
though, things seem to be go-
ing in a more positive direc-
tion effen yew’ve looked at
our publication. Of course,
herronner had a bit announce-
ment this week For the foist
time since yew or I can remem-
ber, the city has published its
annual audit on time. Need-
less to say, the news was perty

good, with the municipal gov-
ernment coming in with a sur-
plus.

Sammy Bluejay was here
t'other afternoon and remind-
ed Cobina that in past years,
becuz then audit was probably
gonna show a lotta bad news
in red ink by the barrel, the
audit was usually kep” under
wraps until it could be safely
published by the Actors Colo-
ny. With this publication “on
time and under budget” as
some are wont to say, look for
things to at least start off posi-
tively in the new 12 months.

Of course, before we closed out
2020, we had the big story about
the Enterprise Zone in the Front
Avenue neighborhood.

As Nelly Nuthatch reminded
me, this area has been rumored
for a big overhaul for years. Foist
it was gonna be the University of
New Haven that was gonna be

SN,
- N,
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building over there with expan-
sion plans, but this is actually
a bit better in the long run. The
new zone will allow actual tax-
paying businesses into the area
with the state picking up the slack
for whatever tax breaks are given.

It is a good thing for the city,
and is all but a done deal at this
writing. Natchurly, all the legal
stuff has to be dotted and crossed
before it becomes official, but
for the foist time in a dog’s age,
things might actually be moving
in the right direction.

Nelly had to laugh, however.
This announcement showed the
way politicos work when a big
announcement is coming down
the pike. They trip over them-
selves looking to git their names
attached to it. Cobina can’t go
into a lotta details, but the leap-
frogging for credit was something
to watch, and something to savor.
It shows just how shallow some of
those in public office are, and jest
how fragile their egos are. It was a
sight to behold.

Iva Lootey came in to with
a Happy New Year, and men-
tioned that he hoped with the
city paying sooo much atten-
tion to part of Allingtown,
maybe the decision will be
made on opening a new venue
for the Piantino Library. The
library was closed in the fall
when the Acorn Group, the

SHORT; ON.CASH??
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Friendly Service
Provided Here!

* No Item Too Large Or Small
» On Site Testing While You Wait

Leslie Jewelers
523 Campbell Ave., Downtown West Haven, CT

203-933-3291

Visit us on the web - www.lesliesjewelers.com

* 10k, 14k, 18k, Dental, Sterling
* Licensed Buyer For Over 30 Years
* Any Condition

Family Owned
And Operated

corporation headed by Da-
vid Beckerman that is doing
so much in Allingtown, pur-
chased the old Forest School
Building, which had housed
the library since the mid-
1970s.

There is some dickering go-
ing on as to where the new
library is gonna be located.
There are a few possibilities.
And, of course, rental space,
and how much the Village Im-
provement Association will
cover is something that is be-
ing negotiated.

Let’s hope the “city fathers”
understand that the taxpayers
in Allingtown pay top dollor
and get not a lot of bang for
their buck, so giving them a li-
brary — or better — ‘Providing”
them with a library seems the
least that the denizens of City
Hall can do.

Cobina was out in her gas-
samobuggy over the last few
days and wanted to see what
is happening at the “Haven”
site. Well, more demolition
seems to be taking place,
mostly along Elm Street. I
guess they wanna get some of
those old buildings down be-
fore they take care of the for-
mer domiciles that are located
thereon.

Tennyrate, we wuz wonder-
ing whilst we observed this is
if the 2022 opening date is still
in the offing. Let’s face it, it's
been two months since they
started demolition, and to Co-
bina’s count three buildings
have been removed. At this
rate, it may take until 2022 jest
to get all the buildings down.
Meanwhile, the residents in
the area hafta deal with the
decay.

Whilst we were out tooling in
the flivver, we used the new thor-
oughfare along Beach Street from
Monahan Place up to the Sec-
ond Avenue intersection. After
months of construction, the new
stretch has been opened up, and
we can see how it will no longer
be subject to closure following big
rains. The new roadbed is about
seven or eight feet higher than the
old, and will have the water run
off into the swamp areas that sur-
round. It.

The neighborhood has to be
happy with the completion of the
projeck as the traffic was caus-
ing quite a problem over there on
Second Avenue for months. Of
course, the way we hear it, more
construction will take place along
Beach Street, particularly to pre-
vent beach erosion from exposing
drain and sewer pipes as hap-
pened about five years ago. When
that starts is anyone’s guess, but
it is a good way to get things un-
derwqy.

Madame Olga is always a
good person to check in with
at this time of year, and Cobi-

na went in for a reading. Olga
had her crystal ball out and
we wondered what things see
might see. Of course, what she
told us we really didn’t need a
crystal ball for, but it's always
fun.

As yew know the city is
gonna be celebrating its 100th
anniversary as a municipality.
Yup, we separated officially
from the Town of Orange in
1921, and became the Town
of West Haven. In fack, effen
yew walk around certain areas
of town, yew can still see man-
hole covers that say, “Town of
Orange.”

Tennyrate, only in this burg
can there be a controversy
about who will be the official
committee. Effen yew ain’t
heard, through some conflu-
ence of circumstances there
is a fight going on over the
name, and who started the
committee. No, I ain’t kidding.

At one pernt there were two
committees with exactly the
same name, and both profess-
ing to be the official one. There
seems to be some discussion
about settling the issue, but
talk about a metaphor for the
way things happen in this
town — and yew wonder why
we call it the Asylum by the
Sea.

With the beginning of the new
year, though, we start the annual
budget-making “cycle” as they
call things nowadays. With the
audit being a done-deal for the
year, and good news, one would
thnk that things would be hunky-
dorey for the burg. But, not so
much.

Y'see, sweets, though one
would think a couple years in a
row of surpluses would mean a
cut or stay in tax increases, the
fack that the above-mentioned
MARSB insists that for the next
year or two, as part of a five-year
plan, the city is expected to git its
mill rate up to 40. It ain’t hit that
yet, and it will mean more taxes
in the short term

Finally, as we enter into
2021, Cobina is still wondering
what in blazes is happening to
the three properties on Beach
Street. It's been years since the
Captain’s Galley has closed,
same with Chick’s. The galley
buildings was torn down, but
the Chick’s site remains perty
much the way it was the day
they closed it. No takers for
either.

Then there is the former
Debonair Motel. That is fenced
in, and rotting away. It's been
about six years since its sale
was announced to a former
Democratic big-wig, and now
it’s up for sale. No takers there,
either. Not good, sweets. Not
good.

With that bit o’ chatter, Il
close mitt luff und kizzez,
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Gripe Vine Readers:
I have not written this col-
umn for a short time and I'm
going to run a number of
catch-up items in this week’s
edition. Would you please
take this opportunity to up-
date me if the gripes you had
previously submitted have
not been resolved? I will do
my best to back check and to
send reminders to the city’s
Council men and women if
my questions have not been
answered, your follow up in-
quiries would be very helpful.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

I am writing about the Third
Avenue Park and the basket-
ball hoops that were taken
down. Then about six weeks
later dated in August, boards
were put over them so no one
could play. It was then van-
dalized, and the boards were
ripped down and they have
been playing ever since.

There is a huge sign out
there stating the park is closed
due to Covidl9. There is
sometimes 15 to 30 people out
there and nobody is wearing a
mask and they are sweating all
over each other. They throw
trash all over and there is loud
music, and they are yelling. 1
have made several calls to the
mayor’s office and Park Recre-
ation. I feel like I am talking to
a wall. They keep saying, the
hoops will come down and
nothing happens. Sometimes
it goes on all day and 9:30 at
night. They are also there at
3:00 a.m. in the morning. A
lot of people in this area are
working from home. There
are cars that in a lot of cases,
have out of state plates.

This is a small park and
should not have that many
people in there. It is not fair to
the people in this area that live
in this area.

Frustrated Resident
Dear Frustrated Resident:

I have asked Council Wom-
an Elizabeth Johnston, Coun-
cilman Mitchell Gallignano
and Councilman  William
Conlon to respond to your
complaints. If there has been a
solution to your gripe, please
let me know and I will inform
my readers of your satisfac-
tion or dissatisfaction in this
column.

Dear Eleanore Turkington:

I have been asking for help
from the mayor’s office to
the traffic division as well as
speaking with Council Wom-
an Colleen O’Connor and Offi-
cer D’ Amato to make a change
in the detour to Second Av-
enue as there is too much traf-
fic to be safe for our neighbor-
hood. There have been many
cars hit with their car mirrors
being knocked off, a car and
two accidents on Second Av-
enue recently. How much
more is it going to take to get
someone to address this prob-

lem. Someone to die. Please do
something!

A recent Saturday night,
right in front of my house an-
other accident! That's three
in a couple of months. What
does it take to get a couple of
stop signs up to fix this before
someone gets killed? It's bad
enough we have to deal with
the noise, the extra trash and
we can’t get out of our drive-
ways. We pay enough taxes to
have you put stop signs up to
keep this mess you made un-
der control.

CHb58 Upset
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

I live on Second Avenue.
During a parking ban you
can’t park on either side of the
street. In mu 18 years of liv-
ing here, I have only seen it
enforced three times. You just
have to live with it.

The parking ban rules are
just one of those laws that
West Haven doesn’t enforce.

RLAcceptance
Dear CH58 and RL:

Second Avenue has been
criticized safety wise often
in Gripe Vine. The Council-
woman and Councilmen in
this area have been asked to
look at this dangerous situa-
tion and to respond to Gripe
Vine. If you have had an im-
provement lately, Gripe Vine
readers would like to know.
If you are reading this column
today and you are a Council
representative and have made
inquiries and safety recom-
mendations re: Second Av-
enue, let my readers know re;
gripevine4wh@aol.com
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

I'have complained in the past
about trucks on Voss Road.
Awhile ago, an 18-wheeler
was making its way toward
Sawmill Road. I happened

ELEANORE TURKINGTON

to be outside taking pictures
and captured a photo depict-
ing this problem. Sometimes
the rumbling will shake the
house. This one didn’'t. It's
just aggravating that they cut
through our little neighbor-
hood to save a small amount
of time going around to Saw-
mill at the Railroad Station.

CPAggravated
Dear CPAggravated:

I had asked Councilwoman
Chrystal Fanelli to investigate
the Voss Road and travel con-
ditions.

Councilwoman Fanelli re-
plied, “I will see what can be
done about this.” Will you
let me know if activities have
changed on Voss Road?

Dear Gripe Vine Readers:

There is water pouring onto
the sidewalk and onto the
grass at the corner of Swamp-
scott and Nonquit Street. The
sidewalk needs a cutout and
drains so it will not pool onto
the sidewalk and turn into ice
in the cold weather. Children
cannot walk on this sidewalk
in cold weather because it be-
comes a sheet of ice and they
must walk to the street that
Crosses over.

I asked Councilwoman Rob-
bin Watt Hamilton who repre-
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sents this area for assistance,
and she replied, “The side-
walk inspector went out and
thinks he may have identified
the issue. However, he stated
it would be beneficial to speak
to the resident to be sure he
understands the whole prob-
lem. Please contact the reader
so that we can perhaps resolve
the issue.”

I was unable to contact the
reader and have heard no
additional information since
their initial complaint. If there
are readers living in this area
and are aware of this prob-
lem please let me know if
this dangerous area has been
repaired. It's with hope that
the city sidewalk inspector fol-
lowed through once again and
repaired this site before the
oncoming freezing weather
arrives.

My thanks and appreciation
to both Councilwoman Ham-
ilton and the sidewalk inspec-
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tor.

Coming up...Beach Street
speeding issues...Stop Sign
ignores at Dix and Nonquit...
white substance in West River
explained..speed bumps re-
quested on Beach Street....very
old bird house spotted on the
Green....unlit lights on Cap-
tain Thomas Blvd..commercial
vehicles parked in residen-
tial  neighborhoods...hang-
ing wires on Maltby Street
...uncovered trash cans....
motorcycle noise on Ocean
Avenue..Stop Signs ignored
at Third and Main Streets..a
special thanks for restoration
of art work at the old grocery
store at Washington Street and
Elm..Veteran’s Walk gripe...
cracked sidewalk at Painter
Drive...remove dead trees on
the Green..waiting 8 years for
sidewalk  repair...Plainfield
avenue finished? Dead tree
on Simos Lane...dead tree on

Central Avenue.
\\
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2021 Wish List for city

With the first issue of the New Year, the West Ha-
ven Voice traditionally opens with a top three is-
sues we hope are resolved in the next 12 months.
The year 2020 was by all accounts a unique on in
the history of this community as it looks to close its
first century as an independent municipality this
year. Much of what we hope for in 2021 is similar to
those things we've written about in previous years.
City Development — There is not doubt that 2020 saw
at least some progress in the area of adding to the
city’s tax base. As the year closed, we saw purchases
of properties in Allingtown, the announcement of a
Front Avenue Enterprise Zone that — it is hoped - will
jumpstart development in an area of town that has
been much neglected.

Add to that at least the beginning of work at the
Haven Project, and we see inroads to new develop-
ment, and a larger grand list that will take the bur-
den of taxation away from homeowners in the long
term. The good news included smaller items like the
potential sale of the Savin Rock Conference Center.
This will result either in the rehabilitation or demoli-
tion of the aging structure with the addition of new
restaurants and other amenities. Best of all, the Sav-
in Rock Museum will be included in the plans as well
as a potential for the long-delayed carousel.

For the first time in many years, we can actually
see some progress in expanding the tax base, and
thus making our city more attractive not only to
business, but to those who might want to live in a
shoreline community.

Increased enforcement of blight ordinances — A con-
tinued problem in the city is the lack of consistent
enforcement of blight regulation. Part of the problem
— a major part, in fact — is the absentee ownership
the city has for much of its rental properties. This
has created a laxity that hurts us all.

Cars parked on front lawns is getting to be a major
problem in certain parts of the city. There is no rea-
son for this. It has the effect of making the city look
shabby, and its resident look careless.

A second problem, of course, is property upkeep.
This has been a problem for decades. It goes beyond
peeling paint or deteriorating porches. It goes to
lawns left uncut, debris allowed to collect, and dam-
aged areas left unrepaired. Many residents complain
of the lack of enforcement; but, it has to start with
residents themselves, and then enforcement can
take place. Worry about your own area, and the rest
will follow.

Increase in park maintenance and upkeep - This
is a quality-of-life issue, and has as much to do
with making the city better as the issues mentioned
above. City parks are kept up to the best of the Dept.
of Public Works ability. We wonder though, if this
should be moved out of that department and back
under Park-Rec as it was prior to the 1990s.

This is no reflection on the ability of the DPW work-
ers, but they have other, more pressing things to
deal with than park maintenance. This is particu-
larly true of city playing fields, which have suffered
over the last several years. In particular we think of
Painter Park, where the place has looked very shab-
by for years. It was once a showplace. It is, by no
means, the only park suffering.

We need people dedicated to maintenance and care
of our parks, cleaning them, prepping them, and
making them a source of pride for our community.

These are just three issues we hope to see ad-
dressed in 2021.

ESSENTIAL!
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Climate crisis talk just more KabuKki

By Rich Lowry

Syndicated Columnist

Former Obama chief of staff
Rahm Emanuel’s famous axi-
om is that a crisis is a terrible
thing to waste. It's an even
worse thing to manufacture.

Although  President-elect
Joe Biden obviously disagrees.
Creating an unwarranted
sense of drama and urgency
around climate change is cen-
tral to his approach, in order to
catalyze action unsupported
by the facts or common sense.

In announcing his climate
and energy team, Biden de-
clared climate change a crisis
requiring a “unified national
response.” Going even fur-
ther, he called it “an existential
threat of our time,” a frankly
preposterous claim if taken lit-
erally, or even seriously.

To maintain that increas-
ing global temperatures are
a threat to human existence
itself entails believing that
human beings -- an endless-
ly adaptive species that has
drastically increased its own
lifespan over the past century
-- will be snuffed out if the
planet gets a few degrees hot-
ter.

If the worst comes and sea
levels rise significantly, we
won’'t move away from the
coasts and find better ways to
control flooding. If summers
get much hotter in places un-

accustomed to it, we won’t in-
vest more in air conditioning.
If droughts markedly increase,
we won't husband our water
resources more intelligently. If
some areas become uninhabit-
able, we won’t leave for more
hospitable climes.

No, a humanity that is
wealthier and more techno-
logically proficient than ever
will be content to expose it-
self to the worst depredations
of nature that it has done so
much to master over the past
millennium.

This is a laughable account
of how the world works. The
globe has been getting warmer
for decades now, with no ad-
verse effects on human popu-
lation or longevity. Heck, even
polar bears, once held out as
the pitiable victims of global
warming, aren’t being driven
to extinction.

In a climate speech during
the campaign a few months
ago, Biden relied on the tried-
and-true alarmist tack of at-
tributing every adverse weath-
er event to global warming,
including the flooding in the
Midwest. Somewhat counter-
intuitively, Biden also blamed
drought in the Midwest on cli-
mate change.

Finally, Biden cited Hur-
ricane Laura, the Category 4
storm that made landfall in
Louisiana, as yet more cli-

mate-driven extreme weather.
The studies do show more
storm activity in the Atlantic,
Lomborg writes, but there’s
no global trend in tropical cy-
clones.

Biden spoke of “a feeling of
dread and anxiety” over cli-
mate change, but this isn't a
sentiment that, to the extent
it exists at all, he wants to ad-
dress or assuage. Instead, he
seeks to stoke it, and if that
requires frankly distorting the
scientific consensus to paint
catastrophic scenarios, so be it.

There is no doubt that hu-
man activity contributes to cli-
mate change. It is a long-term
challenge that we should seek
to understand better and pre-
pare to address through adap-
tion and innovation should
the worst come decades from
now.

But that’s not enough for
Biden. He doesn’t want to
get us thinking about climate
change, but rather to suspend
all rational thought about the
issue -- especially about the
downsides of costly measures
to crimp the U.S. economy in
the name of saving the planet.

In short, he needs a crisis
atmosphere, the facts and sci-
ence be damned.

Rich Lowry is editor
of the National Review.
(c) 2020 by King Features

Synd., Inc.
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Christmas miracle

Toys for Joy serviced 400 West Haven Public School families
duringthe holiday season. The project was worked on for weeks
by West Haven High School students to make the holidays
better for needy families. Just before Christmas, students
Hunter Axelrod, Riley Collins, and Brianna Broadbent filled
bags for delivery.

Photo by Michael P. Walsh
Tree in Watt Park lit up

From left, Mayor Nancy R. Rossi, 5th District Councilwom-
an Robbin Watt Hamilton, George S. Synodi, the University
of New Haven's vice president for finance and administration,
and Ronald M. Quagliani, UNH’s associate vice president of
public safety and administrative services, adjoin the newly lit
Christmas tree in Brent Watt Park on Tile Street on Dec. 15.
The decorated tree’s electrical hookup was made possible and
paid for by the university, said a grateful Watt Hamilton, who
represents the district that includes the UNH campus. The
97-by-110-foot park, just a block west of Ruden Street near the
UNH and Notre Dame High School campuses, is near and dear
to Watt Hamilton’s heart. The pocket park was dedicated on
July 1,2017, in honor of her brother, the late Democratic Coun-
cilman Brent Watt, who served Allingtown’s 5th District from
Dec. 4, 2011, until his death on June 25, 2016, at age 54. Watt
Hamilton, a Democrat, was unanimously tapped by the City
Council on the one-month anniversary of her brother’s death
to fill his council seat and carry on his legacy.
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Congratulations to
Derek Simpson Goldsmith
on 50 years in New Haven!

20% off all jewelry in stock,
plus a $50 gift card for every $250 spent
through February 28!
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The Shops at Yale

Plan your visit at TheShopsatYale.com
The Chapel Street Historic and Broadway Districts in downtown New Haven.
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Special to the Voice

The U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services
has approved and funded a
grant application submitted
by Bridges Healthcare for ed-
ucating West Haven’s young
people on the pitfalls of sub-
stance use, Mayor Nancy R.
Rossi announced.

Bridges was notified last
month that it was receiving
funding, starting Dec. 31, for
the Drug-Free Communities

rant aids su

Support Program grant for
the West Haven Prevention
Council project, said Martin
Schwartzman, the chief of pro-
gram operations at Milford-
based Bridges.

The grant award is for
$125,000 per year for five
years, with the potential for
another five years of funding
after year five, Schwartzman
said.

Schwartzman thanked city
and school officials for helping
to prepare the grant applica-

tion, saying, “We look forward
to partnering with you on this
project.”

Bridges is the local mental
health authority and non-
profit, community-based pro-
vider for outpatient mental
health and addiction services
for adults in Milford, Orange
and West Haven. Designated
by the state Department of
Mental Health and Addic-
tion Services, it also provides
programs and services for
children, families and young

Photo by Miguelina Felix

Surprise visitor

Pagels Elementary School received a surprise guest visit
prior to the Christmas break as a Jolly Ole Elf made an appear-
ance outside the building. Classes took a peak from windows
as Santa Claus sent his greetings.

adults throughout the region.

“l applaud the members of
Bridges and our team of city
and school officials for work-
ing together to secure this vital
funding for the West Haven
Prevention Council,” Rossi
said. “Thanks to the funding,
this important initiative will
continue to give hope to those
seeking help from drugs and
alcohol.”

The DFC grant program
takes a comprehensive and
data-driven approach to pre-

bstance abuse fight

vent and reduce youth sub-
stance use and misuse in com-
munities nationwide.

Schwartzman said the fund-
ing will provide a robust pre-
vention effort for West Ha-
ven’s youth population.

The DFC funding aims to
establish and strengthen the
collaboration among commu-
nities, public and private non-
profit agencies, and federal,
state, local and tribal govern-
ments to support the efforts of
community coalitions.

The Cityxudit for the budget year
that ended last June shows continued
progress.

That was the word from City Hall
this week, as Mayor Nancy N. Rossi
touted the publication of the state-
mandated review on deadline.

“The City of West Haven’s audit for
the fiscal year that ended June 30, 2020
highlighted continued fiscal responsi-
bility and progress, while meeting. the
state-mandated audit deadline of Dec.
31 for the first time in over a decade,”
Rossi said in a press release this week.

The good news was the city ended
the year in positive numbers, giving
municipal leaders the cushion of add-
ed funds in case of an emergency.

“The city’s general fund ended the
fiscal year with positive operations of
$2.2 million, which boosted the fund
balance or rainy-day fund to nearly
$3.6 million. The city’s other major
funds also fared very well, with the
Allingtown Fire Department finishing
with a $766,466 surplus and the Sewer
Fund a surplus of $1.7 million,” the an-
nouncement said.

The fund balances of the Allingtown

; JENHFTONS

203-931-2510

www.seacrestweb.com

Fire Department and the Sewer fund
increased to $1.9 million and $4.9 mil-
lion, respectfully, according to the re-
port. The audit credits a combination
of increased revenue and decreased
spending for the budget surpluses.
The city’s long-term debt (bonds and
clean water notes) decreased by $16.5
million during the audited period. The
audit was conducted by Blum Shapiro
of West Hartford.

Rossi was happy with the new num-
bers.

“I am thrilled that we were able to
have the audit on time and I want to
thank our City and Board of Education
staff for their efforts making it hap-
pen—itis important to me and the city.
This is the third consecutive audit with
positive financial operations allowing
us to build substantial rainy-day re-
serves. Certainly, the state-restructur-
ing funds have assisted us greatly in
our recovery but will phase out next
year,” she said.

She noted the city made the changes
requested by the Municipal Account-
ability Review Board during her tenure
and those changes have borne fruit.

“The city has implemented neces-
sary structural changes, responsible
budgeting techniques, and fiscal ac-
countability. Our efforts have resulted
in a significant turnaround and recov-
ery from the dismal financial situation
the city faced just three years ago,”
said Mayor Nancy Rossi.

She thanked other city leaders for
their cooperation and hard work to
give the city such a positive report.

“l want to thank our city and edu-
cational staff and the members of the
City Council and Board of Education
for their hard work, conscientious de-
cision making, and support. Our work
is not done but we have made great
progress and are headed in the right
direction,” she said.

Rossi took time to reiterate some of
the positions she has taken in the past
as proof the direction she has taken the
city has been the right one.

“As I have stated in the past, West
Haven needed to focus on and fix its
fiscal situation before we could ex-
pect substantial development oppor-
tunities and the needed investment in
our aging infrastructure. Just like any

ends FY’21 in the black; $2.2M surplus

struggling household would respond,
we made some difficult sacrifices and
went without for a bit. Our efforts have
been successful and now the city is in
a position where we are seeing a flurry
of interest from developers and inves-
tors,” she said.

She said the city has begun to roll out
oits long-term plan to make the “neces-
sary investment in our aging munici-
pal infrastructure,” which includes our
roads, bridges, sidewalks, parks and
athletic facilities.

“Our priority will be to continue to
market our city and grow our commer-
cial grand list to stabilize our mill rate
and make West Haven a better place to
live and raise a family. Working with
the state legislature to establish an
Enterprise Zone, finishing the Alling-
town revitalization, obtaining Special
Taxation District status for the Haven,
completing the new high school, and
developing the Savin Rock Conference
Center over the next year or so will be
important for continued investor confi-
dence, growing our commercial grand
list and creating good paying local
jobs,” Rossi concluded.
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Submitted Photos

Victory is new assistant

ECAD, Educated Canines Assisting with Disabilities, the
not-for-profit located in the Winsted/ Torrington area, has con-
ducted two Team Training Sessions this fall, in October and
in December, placing five Service Dogs and two Facility Dogs.
The sessions were unusual in that the five Service Dogs placed
were Successor Dogs — five amazing canines stepping into the
paw prints of the five amazing Service Dogs who crossed over
the Rainbow Bridge during the past twelve months. Carolyn
Sires of Branford and West Haven, and her first ECAD Canine,
Blue, were known throughout the state for their advocacy
work on behalf of Veterans. Service Dog Victory will continue
to work alongside Sires in this capacity. She is shown work-

ing with her new assistant.

Goals: Officials

Continued from page 1

safety of our residents and
making sure that we all have
timely access to one of the vac-
cines when available. I want to
celebrate our centennial and
our city’s long and storied his-
tory—with in-person events!
The city will continue the
progress and regain our mo-
mentum in improving West
Haven with more economic
development and investment
in our infrastructure. We have
put our community on a fis-
cally responsible path, which
will now allow us to invest in
our properties and improve
our quality-of-life standard in
the community.”

Quagliani looked to eco-
nomic development in a more
particular way as goals he
hoped the city and City Coun-
cil would focus on in the next
year.

“The City Council will work
with the mayor and depart-
ment heads to once again ap-
prove a balanced budget built
on realistic revenue and ex-
pense assumptions that pro-
vides for the needs of our resi-
dents while practicing fiscal
restraint,” he said. “We will
work with the Mayor and all
city departments to foster new
economic development oppor-
tunities within our city with
focus on our recently enacted
Enterprise Zone, the Down-
town, Beach Street, and Saw-
mill corridors. We will also
work to further existing proj-
ects to completion such as The
Haven, the Stiles -Thompson
- Blake school developments,
and the Savin Rock Confer-
ence Center project.”

As far as what disappoint-
ments they had for the year,
both leaders had their own
take.

Rossi looked to decisions
that had to be made that cur-
tailed city events.

“I was disappointed we
had to make some unpopular
public health decisions with
regard to closing or limiting
access to public buildings and

spaces. We had big plans for
2020 including bringing back
the popular Savin Rock Festi-
val, but due to the pandemic,
it was not possible in 2020.
We were also forced to cancel
many of our traditional and
popular in-person celebra-
tions such as the annual fire-
works, the Memorial Day pa-
rade, the ethnic and seasonal
celebrations and the 911 and
veteran ceremonies. It is our
intention to hold these events
again beginning in the sum-
mer,” the mayor said.

Quagliani mourned the loss
of life, and the toll the pan-
demic took, but he also saw
the effect it had on youth and
quality of life.

“l especially feel for our
youth who have lost a part of
that youth this year in ways

A gy

set their sights on 2021

that no others before them
have experienced with the
disruption of school, sports,
graduations, interactions with
friends and family, and the
feelings of loneliness and iso-
lation. My anticipation is that
2021 will be a year of hope and
begin a post-COVID era for
West Haven and the world. I
look forward to a time again
where we can be together with
our family, friends, and neigh-
bors or at a community gath-
ering, ballgame, or watching
our children or grandchildren
walk across a stage at gradu-
ation,” he said. “On a lighter
note, I am looking forward
again to in-person City Coun-
cil meetings where I don’t
have to run a meeting with 15
people on my computer screen
each in their little box hoping

my Internet holds. I am look-
ing forward to NOT saying
things like ‘you're muted’ any
longer as well.”

Finally, when asked about
the Municipal Accountability
Review Board (MARB), both
officials looked to the end of
the oversight.

Rossi said the panel will still
look at city finances, but its in-
fluence will decrease.

“The MARB will still be in-
volved in West Haven during
2021 but their oversight and
financial commitments will
be phasing out and wind-
ing down. We have balanced
three consecutive budgets and
implemented the necessary
structural changes and poli-
cies to ensure fiscal responsi-
bly and a bright future,” she
said.

Quagliani said the council
will do what it has done to se-
cure the city’s fiscal stability.

“The City Council will
continue to advocate for our
residents with the MARB. We
will continue to work collab-
oratively with the MARB in
2021 as we have for the past
3-plus years. I do believe that
the mayor and this City Coun-
cil have demonstrated to the
MARB that our budgeting
practices are sound by imple-
menting balanced budgets,
where revenues are not over-
stated, and expense lines are
not overspent. This fiscal pru-
dency, with the MARB's assis-
tance, has led the city from a
double-digit deficit to a fund
balance and a rating agency
outlook improvement from
Negative to Stable,” he said.

ITSOLUTIONS WHEN IT MATTERS
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Milford, CT 06460
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Glastonbury, CT 06033
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When it comes to your to-do
list, put your future first.

To find out how to get your financial
goals on track, contact your Edward
Jones financial advisor today.

Darryl T Zebrowski, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
edwardjones.com

5 Wagner Place Suite 4 Member SIPC
West Haven, CT 06516

203-937-0005 ®
Edward Jones
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City reminds residents
of proper tree disposal

By Michael P. Walsh

Special to the Voice

The city reminds residents not to put Christmas trees in plas-
tic bags or stands for curbside pickup.

Lights must also be removed from Christmas trees. Plastic
bags and other items can become tangled in the machine that
grinds the trees into compost.

Christmas trees will be picked up in January and February
only. Residents needing a pickup after Feb. 28 will be charged a
$25 fee. Christmas trees can also be brought to the compost site
at 1 Kimberly Ave.

Also, residents are reminded that three 2021 holidays will de-
lay curbside pickup one day.

Affordable Waste Systems LLC of East Haven, the city’s pri-
vate contractor for rubbish and recyclables, will not pick up
rubbish, recyclables or metals on Memorial Day, Labor Day and
Thanksgiving.

If a holiday falls on a weekday, pickup for that week will move
ahead one day. But when a holiday like Thanksgiving falls on
a Thursday, only Thursday and Friday’s collections will move
up a day.

Thanksgiving is also the only holiday that excludes metal
pickup in those affected districts.

Separate metals and recyclables from regular trash.

Detailed information about the city’s trash and recycling
guidelines is available at http://www.cityofwesthaven.com/260/
Bulk-Trash-Pickup.
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WE'RE HERE TO HELP YOU
SAVE $ ON YOUR ENERGY

Contact us for a custom quote on your
electric and/ or natural gas.

*+e, _ We'll also let you know if you qualify

for a FREE energy audit.
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By Dan Shine

Washington’s Brown Suit

Federal Hall, New York City

Temporary Capital of the
United States

April 30, 1789

George Washington laid his
hand upon a large Bible, one
that had been loaned for this
purpose by a local organiza-
tion of the Masons; he was
sworn in as the first president
of a new nation, prepared to
defend its newly-written Con-
stitution. While this event was
noteworthy in a great many
ways, one thing about it that
was most significant was the
brown wool suit that he wore,
why he chose it, and where
the material for the suit had
come from.

A man’s clothing can send
a variety of messages, and
Washington was keenly aware
of this. At the Second Conti-
nental Congress in 1775, he
had worn the same colorful
uniform that he had worn as
a colonel in the Virginia Mili-
tia, a tacit offer to serve in the
coming conflict with England.
This was duly recognized by
those around him: Accord-
ingly, the congress appointed
him Commander of the Conti-

If you've been contributing
for many years to your 401(k)
or similar retirement plan, it
may be your largest pool of
money. So, if you are facing
a financial need, you may
think about tapping into your
account. After all, it's your
money — why not use it?

But touching your 401(k)
before you retire may not be
a good idea, as it can lead to
some unwanted consequences.

First, taking funds out
of your 401(k) now could
increase the risk of running out
of money during retirement,
which could last for decades.

Also, withdrawals taken
from your 401(k) before age
59%2 may be taxed as ordinary
income and are generally sub-
ject to a 10% penalty for early
withdrawal, although there
are some exceptions. And a
sizable taxable withdrawal
from your 401(k) could bump
you into a higher tax bracket.

Therefore, if you are facing
a financial crunch, you may
want to explore some options
before tapping into your
401(k). For starters, see if
you can cut your expenses
where possible and explore
financial assistance programs
that service providers, such as
utility companies, might offer.

Also, if you have an
emergency fund, now may
be the time to use it. For most

nental Army.

At the inauguration four-
teen years later Washington
chose to wear the clothes not
of a noble, nor of a soldier, but
of a civilian. Washington had
hoped that this outfit would
send another message: that
political independence from
Great Britain would mean
little to Americans if they con-
tinued to rely on foreign coun-
tries for the majority of the
goods that they used, includ-
ing fabrics.

Now, it was clearly under-
stood by those of Washing-
ton’s generation that Great
Britain had deliberately sup-
pressed manufacturing in
its colonies to keep them de-
pendent upon British firms
for their supplies: clothing,
machinery, even glass. What
products were sent to the for-
mer colonies were typically
over-priced and of lesser qual-
ity. Naturally, this had left
many colonists in a position of
chronic debt to foreign suppli-
ers.

With the outbreak of the
Revolution, the powerful
British navy shut down most
American trade with Europe.
This made it necessary for the
rebellious colonists to produce
their own homespun fabrics
and fashion them into cloth-
ing and blankets—something
that many households had
been doing for their own use
for some time—but this time
they were completely on their
own with no alternatives.

At the end of the hostili-
ties with England, trade with
Europe resumed, but George
Washington understood the
continuing need for America

to become self-sufficient.

Connecticut, arguably more
than any other state, had pro-
vided the resources necessary
for the newborn nation to win
and defend its independence
from England, earning it the
nickname, “The Provision
State.” Washington therefore
sought and found a Hartford
company which produced
“superfine broadcloths of
excellent quality.” He sub-
sequently purchased and re-
ceived a sufficient quantity of
a brown wool fabric of higher
quality than he had dared
hope. This material was then
made up into a suit, with
handsome buttons stamped
with eagles.

And so it was with the
help of the Hartford Woolen
Manufactory, when George
Washington took his oath of
office as president, he wore a
suit that not only declared the
supremacy of civilian author-
ity in a democracy but also
endorsed and encouraged
American-made products.

This core principle of made-
in-America goods is as criti-
cally important today as it was
in Washington’s day—a day

Financial Focus
Avoid tapping into 401(k) early

folks, it’s a good idea to keep
three to six months’ worth
of living expenses in such a
fund, with the money kept
in a liquid, low-risk account.
But even smaller amounts can
help in a financial crunch.

You might also find another
source of cash in your taxable
investment accounts. Any
uninvested cash in these
accounts is an easy place to
start. You might also look at
selling investments to free up
some cash. However, before
making this decision, you
may want to consult with
a financial professional to
discuss the pros and cons.

Another  cash-generating
option is a 401(k) loan,
assuming your plan permits
such loans. Unlike a direct
withdrawal, a 401(k) loan is
not taxable if it's repaid on
time. (If it isn’t, you could
also incur penalties.) And,
although the loan may have
some fees, the interest on it
will be paid to your account,
rather than to a bank.

However, you won’t earn
investment returns on the loan
balance, because you can’t use
this money to invest. And
if you leave your job before
you've fully repaid the loan,
you'll likely have to come up
with the remaining balance
quickly.

You could also consider

using your credit cards to
generate cash, but these types
of loans or advances can be
quite costly. Instead, you

may want to look at other
possibilities, such as a home
equity loan, the cash value
of a life insurance policy, the
“margin” on your investment
accounts or a personal loan.

24/7 Care

65 Elm St, West Haven

(203) 777-1234

Live-In Care
Overnight Care

Again, you should talk to
a financial professional to
discuss the tradeoffs of taking
out these loans and to develop
a payoff strategy, if you decide
to use any of them.

Your 401(k) is a long-term
investment designed to meet
a long-term goal: your retire-
ment. So, if you think you

when Connecticut pursued
and fulfilled its destiny to pro-
duce everything from hats to
carriages to guns to clocks to
swords. And of course, fab-
rics.

Adapted from the book, “It
Happened in Connecticut,” by
Diana Ross McCain.

Dan Shine is a columnist
for the West Haven Voice,
and former historian of

the First
Church.

Congregational

might require these funds be-
fore retirement, explore all al-
ternatives first to find the right
decision for your needs.

B

This article was written by Ed-
ward Jones for use by Darryl Ze-
browski, your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Edward Jones,
Member SIPC.

Home care by Aides and Companions can be a low cost alternative to more
expensive assisted living programs. We work to ensure our clients stay safe and
healthy at home. We can help to identify needs before they become difficult and
expensive to resolve.

Unlike most home care agencies, Aides and Companions care-givers are all
Certified Nurses Aides or Home Health Aides. All are graduates of state-certified
programs and receives monthly “in-service” training to keep their skills honed.

OUR SERVICES

Daily or Weekly Visits
Caregiver Services
Transportation Services
Respite Care

)%a/ef

Convanions

aidesandcompanions.com
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WestieBlue Is the go-to site
for all things In Clty sports

It is hard to believe the in-
ternet's WestieBlue.com is
in its eleventh year of exis-
tence. Started over a decade
ago by West Haven’'s own
Mike Madera, the website has
grown into the locals’ go-to
sports site for youth through
high school sports.

Madera, who is also a con-
tributor to the Voice, started
the site in 2010 when the trend
of local sports coverage start-
ed to decline due to budget
restraints and reorganizing
within major newspaper pub-
lications in the area.

Approached by numerous
athletes and parents express-
ing how sad they were to see
the local coverage dwindling,
Madera decided to give back
to the community, which
Madera is no stranger to do-
ing.

Involved in the national
and charitable Walter Camp
Football Foundation for over
25 years, including serving as
the Foundation’s President,
Madera knew giving back to
his home town was the right
thing to do.

While he did not know how
long it would last, not surpris-
ingly, the site has picked up
steam in its eleven years of ex-
istence.

Although not affiliated with
the high school, Madera has
used his close relationships
with coaches and all those in-
volved with athletics to put a
solid product on the internet.
While many call the site a one-
man band with Madera doing
all the work, the site creator
is quick to recognize all those
around him which help with
the success of WestieBlue.com.

“Honestly, I do all the writ-
ing, editing, and posting of
statistics, photos, and vid-
eos,” Madera said. “But, quite
frankly, there are others who
contribute behind the scenes.
Todd Dandelske has been
absolutely amazing with his
photos, new athletic director
Joe Morrell has been support-
ive from the start as was Jon
Capone, the school’s athletic
director before Joe.

“First and foremost, I can’t
put the product out there
without the effort of the stu-
dent-athletes, and second, the

coaches play a big part in it
as well as they are very easy
to work with in getting infor-
mation and talking with them
about their teams. So, while
yes, I do just about everything
on the site, it is a group effort
to make everything work.”

For Madera, covering high
school sports has been a la-
bor of love as he has done so
for the New Haven Register/
GameTimeCT and the former
Elm City Newspapers (includ-
ing the West Haven News) for
more than 30 years.

The writing part came easy
when dealing with the site,
but then there was the task
of building the original site
which was done by Annma-
rie Pacapelli. Not a computer
genius by his own admission,
Madera had to learn the inside
workings of a website.

As time went on, there were
changes. On top of putting in
all the information, Madera
then had to upgrade the site
as the original format was go-
ing away. After going through
tutorials, Madera built the cur-
rent version.

According to Madera, the
site has been a tremendous
success, garnering close to
100,000 visits a year pre-CO-
VID. Those numbers are quite
impressive for a local news
product.

When asked about the best
part of the site for him, Made-
ra says it is the ability for the
athlete years later to go back
and read about things they
have done.

There is also a flip side. With
two young kids when the site
began, time was not at a pre-
mium. That time has not in-
creased as Madera’s two chil-
dren are now 12 and 14, and
actively involved in sports in
the community.

“It has gotten much harder,”
Madera said. “When my kids
were younger, I would stay
up late nights, falling asleep
at the computer just to get
things done. As time has gone
by, I have figured out differ-
ent ways to get the articles and
everything done in a timely
fashion (within 24 hours) so
the kids can read about their
games while it is fresh in their
minds. I have had to create a

new system to be fair to my-
self, my family, and those who
visit the site.

“The other challenge now is
my kids play sports. My son
plays baseball and hockey,
and my daughter is a cheer-
leader. With all the practices,
games, and the travel, it takes
up a lot of time and has done
so the last five or six years.
Seeing my kids grow up and
play is my priority. With all
that being said, I do still feel
a huge responsibility to the
site and the student-athletes at
West Haven. I just get up ear-
lier or stay up later.”

While this is impressive in
itself, what makes the job done
on this site stand out, is Made-
ra does not get paid to do this.
He has sponsors which pay
for certain fees or upkeep of
the site, but it does not gener-
ate income as the site does not
charge to read content or visit.

There are many reasons for
this, and Madera has a clear
understanding.

“Honestly, it is very hard to
keep going to the same places
in town to help be support-
ive,” Madera said. “This is a
local site, so it is hard to go
out of West Haven to ask for
support. And now you throw
in COVID, and it is nearly im-
possible.

“lI wanted to publicize the
student-athletes for all the
good things they are doing.
There is so much negative in
this world. They deserve to
be recognized for their accom-
plishments. So that was the
biggest reason for the site, and
I will never lose sight of that.
I'm just trying to do a small
part in promoting these kids.”

According to the website,
Westie Blue is a site designed
to cover West Haven athlet-
ics, providing game stories,
features, photos, videos, sta-
tistics and more. Westie Blue
also covers youth leagues with
their own seasonal pages.

Through his years of sports
coverage and his involvement
in the community, Madera has
developed relationships with
most of the youth leagues in
the city. The organizations
supply the information and
Madera takes it from there,
showcasing even the youngest
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athletes in town.

While this may be impres-
sive to most, Madera is not
satisfied, looking to add more
content to the website.

“As we move forward, and
obviously getting through this
pandemic plays a big part in
all of this, I would like to get
more involved with the junior
varsity and freshmen teams,”
Madera said. “That takes a
lot of time, coordination and
effort, but that is something
which I will look into working
in. For some kids, high school
is the last time they will play
organized sports. Anything
I can do to help them cre-

ate memories at any level is
definitely something I think]
is worthwhile. I'm all for any-
thing positive for the kids and|
the community.”

As the pandemic has dis-
rupted play on the youth and
high school levels, Madera has|
prepared behind the scenes by
getting the pages ready for the|
upcoming season, whatever|
season that may be.

There may not be much go-
ing on at the high school or|
youth sports levels right now,
but rest assured, www.westie-
blue.com and Madera will be
ready to go once the players
are back on the fields.
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New UNH
officer sworn in

New University of New
Haven police Officer Richard
Benson is sworn in by Mayor
Nancy R. Rossi on Dec. 8 at
the World War I Armistice
Memorial on the Green. At-
tending the ceremony were
UNH Police Chief James T.
Gilman, Deputy Chief Adam
Brown and Ronald M. Qua-
gliani, UNH’s associate vice
president of public safety
and administrative services.
Benson recently retired from
the New Haven Police De-
partment after a 20-year ca-
reer, including serving as a
school resource officer for
many years.

AUBTIONS

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Always Buying

Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments ESTATE SALE SERVICES
(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone &

& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising ltems, Wristwatches (Broken

- l.'
Br&akFa St P LU 'I’IC]"I = ]:)I nner i or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, & ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS
Try Our Ome|ﬂttﬁﬁ i Starti“g at ss'no! MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Sign_s, old
Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting & JUde M ) DiChele & Bl" Pastore

Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,

Our Menu Includes: LEM{_&L Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military ltems, Owners
i = TRET CAM of SODE 2 Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,
Salads, Grinders, O S Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical (203) 868-1816
Wraps, Burgers, WITH PURCERSE OF £ SUE OR Pencils, Fraternal Order ltems, Religious Items, Industrial . .
Pasta. Greek ltiems CLUE SERDAWTCE Iltems, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney G raSSyH I I IAUCtlonS'Com
Dine i or Take Dt Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,
- = Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk
LTh g 1 42 Campbe" Ave Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern Ca” Befo re YOU

[fomerly Cafe Haven) Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political ltems,

(2 0 3) 9 3 4-440 ? Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs... Throw Anyth [ ng Awayl 1

& THE LIST GOES ON!

BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

EMMETT'S AUTO SERVICE "\llr\:eglegsel’lecsed —
REPAIRS AUTO BODY TOWING 24 HRS o

EMMETT MAHER % B&D TILLOTSOI:J PHOTOGRAPHICS® G B M aS on ry
OWNER =g GRAPHIC DESION Stone Walls gSidewalks gPavers

(2z03)891-8885 Chimneys gBrickwork gFlagstone
Stone Siding gStucco
A Vetoram Ot Business Fully Insured Il Quality Worka

FOR PERSONAL * BUSINESS * RESALE y4 years Experience
Call or e-mall for appeintments J|mmyII uEdIuE9l yy| D

Bruce Till O

Dani Tillotson Graphic Designer O gbmasonrystone@gmailwom

e-mail: banddrillotson@gmail.com

West Haven’s Hidden Treasure ﬁ. @
Your Ad HereE , ) W
Harv’s Collectibles

Orer Your Card 1L2 Campbell Ave, WH, CT 06N16 |l Call us for the Best Flooring Prices
OLer Your Service 20pep1e022L on Carpet, Wood & Tile Repairs

20pef‘rp#€6prr7 Buying Gold, Silver, Coins, Sportscards and |I15ttl“tltiﬂl1

H Comi b ril8 il,
omies Tony Cardoeza P;Tnﬁiﬂﬂl%ﬂ?ﬁm

100’s of DVDs in stock | Variety of ltems for Sale Sales Manager 17 Wagaer Place, West Haven
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?
Call Phyllis Franco,
R0pGp2ap67,
And I'll drop off a brochure.
Over p0 years experience
Friendly service.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

DeskdSpace from S2mi\Ngnonth.
Full office with waiting area
S6nmi\gnonth, includes offestreet
parking, Use of penthouse meete
ing room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview.

suEdhDdul9ni ! w
Fran x dEy

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’'s Gutter Cleaning. Minor
repairs, tree work, hedgee
trimming, power washing,
Insured. Free estimates. Call
T0pG\NOGenpL#.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs e Walls and ceilings,
sheetrock, carpentry. Free estie
mates. Insured HCRO6#70np. Bill
TR0pGrD1e21p6.

John’s Lawn Cutting

uEdl! ENId9! D
Call for estimatea

CARPENTRYj REPAIRS
Decks, porches, wall,s ceilings,
sheetrock, taping, water damee
age, repairs. Free estimates, ine
sured. MCg/isa.CT. Lic. 06#70np.

FOR RENT
West Haven —-160 Campbell
Ave., 2nd Foor, NRM, 2 BRM.
Close to beach, bus. Newly renoe
vated. No utilities. S12NOgnonth,
plus security deposit. Call 20pe
np#e.NO6.

FOR SALE
yEEEIPIECE JIGSAW PUZI
ZLES FOR SALE OR TRADE}
CALL RONj suEdhDE419DDdw

AMWAY SALES
Looking for Homej Healthj
Beauty Products | We Have
What You Needw
ContactPAmway Distributor
Nia at uEdiimmEIN9dyk knia! EE@
gmailwom
Amwaywomimtmworldwide

SITUATIONS WANTED
Seamstress, over p0 years’
experience. Can do everything,
pants, suits, dresses, gowns, etc.
Reasonable rates. Call Debbie,
TR0pGrOLENONO

FOR SALE

Ping Golf clubs, S100b
Craftsman Table saw, 2.N HP.

SNO. Call 20p€e7 10eNONG.

FOR SALE
200p Audi Agt in good condie
tion. 2Dr, white, 1NOK miles, New
heater, AC, FM radio, Automatic,
locks, windows, moon roof and
cassette player. Asking SNOO.
TROp&@2N7eD2#L . Ask for James.

PLUMBING PROBLEMS??7?
Leaky pipes, Leaky Faucets,
Leaky Showers, RunningToilet,

Leaky Hot Water Heater, Garde
bage Disposals, DryerdgNashers,
Laundry Lines, Dishwasher Lines,
p0 gal. Gas, or #0 gal. Electric
Water Heaters, Baseboard Instale
lations and Repairs, Gas Stoves,
FULL PLUMBING REPAIR SERe
VICES, 2#J days a week at ROpG
N_#e6L 6L .

HELP WANTED

A Babysitter is needed in West
Haven mornings. The child is 10
years of age. Person hired needs
to drop the child o[Jto school each
day. Will be dropped ol at your
house at 60 a.m., and pick the
child up after school. Child must
be at bus stop at LHN, dropped o[’
at 12i$0. Salary negotiable. Call
Carnell Artis, 20pe2N7e)2#L..

Voice Classifieds
suEdhDdni9dD4

PIANO LESSONS
BY COMPUTER

Since 1nm®, in your home
when we can.

Beginners welcome,
reasonable rates.

Details, References.

Voice Classifieds
work for you
Call us for rates!
(203) 934-6397

W W

" PROPERTY MANAGEMENT |

~ Call us for an interview.
- We specialize in Condo
Association Management

and Multi Families.

31 years experience.

For more information, call Fran x 301

(203) 932-6455

140 Captain Thomas Blvd,
West Haven, CT

i

Harbofview

» REALTY SERVICES LLC

Bill, ROpGrD1e21p6. Leaky Toilet, Drain Cleaning, In West HavenH20pe#7Tne#H#67 Ad
[ ]
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Bulk trash schedule listed for new year

By Michael P. Walsh

Special to the Voice

The 2021 bulk trash pickup weeks
are April 19-23 and Sept. 13-17.

West Haven residents are reminded
to separate metals, recyclables and
regular trash from bulk trash and put
them out no more than 24 hours before
pickup.

Violations carry a $100 fine per daily
offense, Public Works Commissioner
Tom J. McCarthy said.

Residents are also reminded to “Put
a Lid on It!” and use lids on all trash
cans. Rain-soaked trash costs West Ha-
ven 10 times more at the dump, said
McCarthy, adding that using trash can
lids will save the city money by reduc-
ing the weight of trash and cost of tip-
ping fees.

Bulk items include couches, chairs,
tables, carpeting, padding and fencing,
which may not exceed 6 feet in length.
No building materials, tires, mattress-
es, propane tanks or hazardous waste
are accepted.

Options for disposing of building
materials include renting a dumpster
or bringing the materials to a disposal
facility for a fee.

Tires can be brought to Town Fair
Tire, 63 Boston Post Road, Orange, for
a fee of $2.75 per tire.

Mattresses can be disposed of for
free in a container at the city’s highway
maintenance garage, 1 Collis St. Mat-
tresses must be dry.

Hazardous waste can be dropped
off for free at HazWaste Central, 90
Sargent Drive, New Haven. HazWaste
is open Saturday mornings from mid-

May through October.

Propane tanks can be brought to Tay-
lor Rental, 304 Boston Post Road, Or-
ange, for a fee of $10.60 per tank.

The amount of bulk trash per collec-
tion is limited to 6 cubic yards, which
is equal to a pile of trash about 6 feet
long, 6 feet wide and 4.5 feet high.

Homeowners are required to rent a
dumpster or hire a junk removal ser-
vice at their expense if trash exceeds 6
cubic yards.

Otherwise, trash exceeding 6 cubic
yards will be left at the curb, and a $100
fine per daily offense will be imposed,
McCarthy said.

To prevent a potential fine, property
owners should familiarize themselves
with the city’s trash guidelines at
http://www .cityofwesthaven.com/260/
Bulk-Trash-Pickup.

Bulk trash must be generated by the
customer at the residential unit where
it is collected. Trash will not be collect-
ed if it is generated by anyone other
than the resident of the home.

Bulk items must be separated and
orderly. Do not place them next to
a mailbox or utility pole or close to a
fence, McCarthy said.

Also, do not place bulk items in front
of a vacant lot or home — they will not
be collected, he said.

In addition to bulk trash, the city
picks up metals, including house-
hold appliances, also known as white
goods, and toilets.

To schedule a pickup on their curb-
side collection day, residents must call
the Highway Department at 203-937-
3644 or 203-937-3585.

A Gatoms

Appliance doors must be removed.

The 2021 pickup schedule for leaf
bags is April 1-June 1 and Oct. 1-Dec.
31. The pickup schedule for grass bags
is May 17-Nov. 19. The bags are picked
up on residents’ weekly collection
days.

Leaves and grass clippings must be
in separate biodegradable paper bags
and will not be accepted if they are in
plastic bags.

The city also picks up brush that is
cut into 3-to-6-foot lengths and tied
in small bundles, no more than 70
pounds. Logs and stumps are prohib-
ited.

Residents can bring grass clippings
as well as bagged leaves and untied
brush to the compost site, 1 Kimberly
Ave., from 6:30 a.m.-2 p.m. weekdays
and, starting in June, from 6:30-11:30
a.m. Saturdays.

The first cubic yard of compost is
free with proof of residence. Addition-
al compost costs $25 per cubic yard.
Residents must bring their own buck-
ets and shovels.

For a $50 fee, the Department of
Public Works will deliver up to 2 cubic
yards of compost to city homes.

For electronic items, including TVs,
the 2021 e-waste drop-off days are Jan.
16, April 24, June 19 and Sept. 18.

Residents can drop off electronic
recyclables — typically anything that
contains a circuit board or needs a bat-
tery — from 8 a.m.-noon at the high-
way maintenance garage.

The city is partnering with Take 2 Inc.
of Waterbury, a state-approved recy-
cler and collector of universal e-waste

devices, to collect residential electronic
items on a quarterly basis.

The collection is free for residents
who have such items as computers,
monitors, printers, keyboards, mo-
dems, computer mice, tablet comput-
ers, TVs, VCRs, DVD players, photo-
copiers, fax machines, scanners, video
game machines, digital media play-
ers, personal digital assistants, stereo

equipment, telephones, cellphones,
cameras, microwaves and other small
appliances.

Anything that has refrigerant, in-
cluding air conditioners and dehumid-
ifiers, is not accepted.

Those items are considered white
goods, and residents are asked to
schedule a pickup on their curbside
collection day by calling the Highway
Department.

For details, visit http://cityofwest-
haven.com/263/E-waste-Drop-off.

For the e-waste drop-off, residents
are asked to heed the following guide-
lines:

—  Stay in your vehicle.

—  Vehicles will be spaced out.
Event workers will remove electron-
ics from your vehicle. There should be
no interaction between residents and
workers.

—  No mattresses or box springs
will be disposed of at the moment.

— No smoke detectors, ballasts
or hazardous waste — lighter fluid,
liquids, paint — will be accepted.

—  Electronic items left curbside
will be tagged with information on
the e-waste schedule and must be re-
moved, or face a potential fine.

Apprends 1"Anglais de la maison

L

i oo LEARN ENGLISH (17500
~o == FROM HOME

N .
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We have a new, easy way to learn English online!

Contact us to get started!

WEST HAVEN ADULT EDUCATION
(203) 937-4375

kathleen.donroe@whschools.org
BURLINGTOMN

- I

=

EMNGI

www.whschools.org
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EARN YOUR HIGH SGHOOL DIPLOMA THROUGH THE
NATIONAL EXTERNAL DIPLOMA PROGRAM

Open to residents of West Haven, Milford, Ansonia, Derby, Shelton,
eymour, and Monroe

National External Diplama Program

i b drmned roemp e
EpAeE 11

prh Di ynw bPxyhow b
Dfmci Pmtdc aiw
Th Mar tr agrnnb

| fmci fontd c kno

pr afantac siahafhgilig | hatwhl kno
i | Ebythi owhoaudd ml Ei kagi w! ht w
I W yc hu9 y ho! hwhdya wgtEl hN
NA ERPPHAO TSPA n, Gee ¢Dd

i Ebasrnrinh 1A 2 G QR pRAJIFG, DNG 6R) 7
igqE ol yho .SLS | mHG g7 bASHPnSG#HDS DG, SPG
igilhc ga?hm

ynEtr bkhiw sno?
hxf hohwghai w gi w
| hc nwaya Yh ynah
a?bm wi wi ffbhl
fhdnoc i wgh f nghaau

Individuals are evaluated through
one-on-one appointments with
trained assessors. Computer with
internet access is needed.

@hqE chc hwaknoPmntd ¢ Pwad wgh

t i ohnMolaEx rEIDTx p alat mP poEE lgalT TsMC
oEEaEEx ahIEL

WSINn? H) 7 nR& g 7 n1 AOAGIH, BIRR

Vi _tual Info mation Sessions at35:30 pm on

Janua y 14, Feb ua y11,Ma ch11,Ap il 8, May 13,0 June 10
Call 203-937-4375 for an appt or email andrea.pozzuoli@whschools.org




