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Voice Profile
An in-depth feature 

Former Westie nominated
for US Hockey Hall of Fame

See page 9 
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Rink upgrades
The Edward L. Bennett  

Rink has received a few up-
grades recently. This includes 
brand new bleachers, an up-
grade to the boys varsity lock-
er rooms, and currently work-
ing on additional add-ons.  
The 52-year-old facility has 
had many major upgrades in 
the last few years, making it 
one of the top venues in the 
state.

Photo courtesy of WHCDC

‘D’ is for….
Kaylani Foster, age 4, a student at the West Haven Child Development Cen-

ter, Inc. uses a smartboard to practice the lett er “D.”  The center received the 
smart board as part of winning the NBC/Telemundo Innovation in Technology 
Award, funding from the University of New Haven and the Community Foun-
dation for Greater New Haven.

State approves
Enterprise Zone

The city’s Enterprise Zone along the 
Front Avenue corridor and extending 
to composting site along the West River 
received an important imprimatur and 
is moving toward att racting new fi rms 
into the  area. The announcement of 
the zone was made in early December, 
and city offi  cials received the go-ahead 
from Commissioner of Economic and 
Community Development, one of the 
major hurdles in the process.

Mayor Nancy Rossi said the state has 
not only given its OK, but is helping in 
the process.

“Commissioner Lehman’s Offi  ce 
has confi rmed the State of Connecti-
cut has accepted the city’s Enterprise 
Zone designation and is working with 
the city where appropriate to identify 
opportunities for business/industrial 
entities looking to expand or establish 
a home in Connecticut,” she said this 
week.

The Enterprise Zone has excited city 
offi  cials as an innovative way to bring 
new businesses into the city and allow 
for tax breaks that could not otherwise 

be off ered. The state, meanwhile, reim-
burses the city for revenue lost due to 
the lower assessments.

The Front Avenue/Spring Street cor-
ridor was designated because it came 
under the criteria needed for the des-
ignation:

~ The area must include at least 25 
percent of the population living below 
the poverty line, and on public assis-
tance; and be twice the state average in 
unemployment of residents in the pro-
posed district

~ The designation must be fi rst ap-
proved by the city’s legislative body, 
in West Haven’s case the City Council.

Once the designation is given by the 
DECD, the city can solicit businesses 
for the zone and those businesses de-
rive certain benefi ts:

~ The businesses get a fi ve-year 80% 
tax abatement on real and personal 
property that are new to the grand list, 
the state reimbursing the city for the 
lost revenue;

~ A 10-year, 25% or 50% credit on 
See Enterprise, page 8
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Noah Santino, age 2, a student at the West Haven Child 
Development Center, Inc. predicts more stormy weather to 
come.

2004 -- Facebook is founded.
The social networking service 
currently has over 1 billion 
active users.

1948 -- Ceylon (Sri Lanka) 
proclaims independence 
within the British 
Commonwealth. Since the 
16th century, the island had 
been colonized by Portugal, 
the Netherlands, and Great 
Britain.

1861 -- The Confederate 
States of America are 
established. 6 slave states met 
in Montgomery, Alabama to 
form the Confederacy, which 
lasted only until 1865.

1859 -- German archeologist 
Constantin von Tischendorf 
discovers the Codex 
Sinaiticus. The “Sinai Bible”, 
a handwritt en copy of the 
Greek Bible, is considered a 
great historical treasure.

1789 -- George Washington 
is elected as fi rst President of 
the United States. Washington 
took offi  ce on April 30, 1789.

Births 
1948 -- Alice Cooper, 

American singer-songwriter, 
actor.

1913 -- Rosa Parks, 
American activist.

1906 -- Dietrich Bonhoeff er, 
German pastor, theologian.

1902 -- Charles Lindbergh. 
American pilot, activist

1746 -- Tadeusz Kościuszko. 
Polish/American general

Deaths 
2006 -- Bett y Friedan, 

American author, activist.
2001 -- Iannis Xenakis. 

Greek/French composer, 
engineer, theorist.

1987 – Liberace, American 
singer, pianist, actor.

Clinic resumes 
counseling services

The West Haven Youth and 
Family Services Clinic has re-
sumed counseling services for 
couples, families, individuals 
and youths using a confi den-
tial virtual platform.

Call (203) 937-3760 to sched-
ule an appointment with cer-
tifi ed therapists Robbin Wolf-
Airault or Sheila Hebert.

Former clients and new re-
ferrals are asked to leave their 
name, phone number and rea-
son for calling so a clinician 
can contact them.

I-A Bingo reopens

The West Haven Italian-
American Civic Association 
will reopen its weekly Bingo 
on Thursday Nov. 5, Doors 
open at 6 p.m.. Social Distanc-
ing applies. Masks must worn, 
no reserved seats. Bring your 
own snacks & drinks. Call 
(203) 937-8339 for information.
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Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516

Bus: 203-932-0591

|    A Partner in the Community

Home is the place where you feel safe. For the 
University of New Haven, West Haven has been 
home since 1960. That’s why from the very early days 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, we put a plan in place to 
safeguard the health and well being of our students 
and, by extension — West Haven residents. 

“To be a student during this time is to truly become 

a Charger — to care about the community and others 

around you.” — Sofia Martinez ’22, President, USGA

For more information about our reopening, visit: 
newhaven.edu/reopening

A SAFE CAMPUS.  
A SAFE COMMUNITY.

UI awards grant to Community House
The West Haven Commu-

nity House recently received 
a $8,876 grant from United 
Illuminating/Southern Con-
necticut Gas/Connecticut Nat-
ural Gas under Connecticut’s 
Neighborhood Assistance Act 
tax credit program. 

The funding will help fund 
capital improvements to mul-
tiple facilities of the Commu-
nity House’s main campus on 
Elm Street as well as residen-
tial group homes including 
roof work, updating air con-
ditioning and heating units, as 

well as replacement of boilers 
and furnaces.  

“For nearly 80 years, the 
West Haven Community 
House has provided essential 
services to residents of the 
greater West Haven area. Our 
core programs are Head Start, 
a comprehensive school readi-
ness preschool program for 
3- and 4-year old’s; Children 
and Youth Services serving 
school age children; a Youth 
Violence Prevention Program 
for middle school youth; and 
Community Connections, a 

day and residential program 
for adults with intellectual dis-
abilities.  We have multiple fa-
cilities throughout West Hav-
en, some of which are 25 years 
and older, and we must ensure 
that they continue to be a safe 
and effi  cient environment for 
the more than 150 employees 
and the hundreds of clients we 
serve”, said Patt y Stevens, Ex-
ecutive Director of West Ha-
ven Community House. 

“We are grateful for AVAN-
GRID, Inc. and its subsidiar-
ies for their generous support 

and for their commitment to 
non-profi ts in the New Haven 
area”, she continued. 

United Illuminating (UI), 
Southern Connecticut Gas 
(SCG) and Connecticut Natu-
ral Gas (CNG) — all subsidiar-
ies of AVANGRID, Inc. — dis-
tributed a total of $441,540 in 

grants to 59 organizations.  
Since 2010, UI, SCG and 

CNG has awarded $3.8 million 
in grants through the NAA 
Program, which off ers a cor-
porate tax credit to encourage 
businesses to provide fi nancial 
support to qualifi ed local non-
profi t organizations.  

Photo courtesy of WHCH

Construction projects
Preschoolers from one of West Haven Community House’s Head Start classrooms made ig-

loos for their “Polar Town” after reading books about igloos and polar bears including, “Polar 
Bear, Polar Bear, What do you hear?”
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Well, honey bunch, 
February is here and as I scribe 
this note, there is talk of snow 
and ice and all the things that 
make this time of year what 
it is: exciting in a strange sort 
o’ way, and for folks like you 
and me, a bit on the scary side. 
No one wants to end up on 
their backside. But this month 
is always the coldest, so it 
should be interestin’ to see 
how things turn out.

One of the things we learnt 
here is that the “snow day” is 
defi nitely a thing o’ the past. 
Sammy Bluejay fl utt ered by 
with some info about this and 
that, and mentioned that in 
last week’s snow “event” as 
they like to call it, the kiddies 
were not given the day off , but 
were to “distance learn.” Now 
that the Wuhan Virus or China 
Virus (jest to make the Wash-
ingtonians upset) has changed 
much, it has changed the ven-

erable snow day. It is a thing 
o’ the past in these parts, never 
to be seen again.

Meanwhile Sammy had 
some info about the local GOP 
and what may happen come 
the fall municipal elections. 
Word is that a section of the 
party wants to see Michele 
Gregorio take a second stab at 
the thoid fl oor to run against 
herroner as she did two years 
ago. Gregorio did bett er than 
some expected, and as with 
many things political in these 
parts, the bloom kind o’ falls 
off  the rose after the second 
term – and defi nitely in the 
thoid. Herroner will be going 
for number three.

Now, whether MG deter-
mines she wants to go through 
another campaign is a ques-
tion, but Sammy sez that some 
others in the party are lookin’ 
elsewhere. Iyam told that an-
other member o’ the Grand 

Ole Party might determine a 
run. Right now, what’s being 
determined if whether said 
possible candidate has the 
support of members of the 
party. 

Last time, the party 
experienced its foist primary 
in many a moon over whom 
would carry the standard 
into November. One wonders 
eff en the same could happen 
this time, with Gregorio trying 
to go for another bite of the 
apple, and another candidate 
looking for a fi rst bite. 

We shall see, but the fack that 
we’re even talking about the 
minority party this early in the 
going is a good thing. Usually, 
we don’t start mentioning 
the inevitable loss of the 
candidate until the summer. 
Who knows, maybe people 
will be tired of the one-party 
rule that has held us back, and 
in this centennial year they 
will throw off  the shackles of 
the majority organization. One 
could hope…

~~~
Whilst we’re talking about it, 

one wonders eff en the litt le prob-
lem that exists betwixt the Actors 
Colony and Daryl Cummings 
committ ee can be fi xed to the 
general benefi t of the city – not 
that setch a consideration is ever 
in the cards. As is stated in this 
week’s editorial, the West Haven 

Centennial Committ ee is actually 
two separate groups. Cummings 
set up his own organization foist, 
and then the Actors Colony set up 
its own – using the same name.

Can we get the collective ack 
together and jest come up with a 
unifi ed committ ee, or are egos that 
fragile? One is justifi ed in posing 
the question. Things should not 
have got this far, but what else 
is new? Last we hoid Cummings 
sent a “cease and desist” missive 
to the thoid fl oor, but that’s all 
that’s happened. It would be a 
waste of time and money to get 
together a lawsuit. What would 
be benefi cial is that everybody 
play nice in the sandbox. But, like 
we asked before, is that asking too 
much?

~~~
Believe it or not – and this 

was pernted out to me by 
Nelly Nuthatch – the new 
Enterprise Zone in the Front 
Avenue area was announced 
two months ago already. It 
was in early December and 
here we are two moons later. 
The question before the house 
is what exactly has been 
accomplished in the last litt le 
while?

Of course, we posed those 
very queries to the mayor, the 
City Council chairman, and 
the state rep behind the idea, 
and yew can see those results. 
It was supposed to be a slam-
dunk when it was announced, 
and we understand with the 
holidays and all things kind of 
come to a halt, but we still are 
waiting to hear what exactly 
the status is.

Remember too, the city said 
it was already gett ing inquiries 
about the possibilities, what 
with the tax benefi ts the plan 
gives to those who locate 
within the EZ’s environs. The 
state will reimburse the city 
for the taxes lost, accordingly 
– at least for the time being. 

The state has a habit on 
occasion to put things together 
and then take them away, 
depending on how much it has 
overspent or over-estimated 
its own budget/tax plan for 
a given year. Over the last 
few “budget cycles” the state 
hasn’t exactly been hitt ing its 
own revenue projections. So, 
there is always the possibility 
that a renege can take place.

It’ll be interesting to fi nd out 
how things are progressing 
and whether this new entity 
will be the catalyst of a new 
and brighter future for our 
community. Yeah, I’m layin’ it 
on thick.

~~~
And whilst we’re on the subject 

of budgets, it would seem with the 
month turning a page, the FY’22 
budget-making process should be 
in full swing. We know the City 
Council has been looking at the 
current budget and some cost 
overruns in departments. 

We also know that herroner put 

the kebosh on any correspondence 
betwixt the department heads 
and the councilors without the 
imprimatur of the thoid fl oor with 
cc’s to herself and Louey Esposito. 
So, what must be queried is 
whether the council is gett ing 
the info it needs and having 
the give-and-take that these 
processes usually have? Whilst 
the chairman and herroner were 
trying to put the best face on the 
diktat that came out last month, 
one would think that some of the 
interpersonal chat that would 
help people along is being missed.

Still, no one knows what’s go-
ing to happen until the mayor 
puts out her budge message in 
four weeks. 

The only thing that is certain is 
it will include a tax increase. As 
we all hafta remember, the Mu-
nicipal Accountability Review 
Board (MARB) has mandated the 
city up the mill rate over the term 
of the fi ve-year plan passed four 
years ago. So, this is the fourth 
increase, I reckon. The goal is to 
put the mill rate to 40 by the end 
of the plan.

Sooooo, everything is up in the 
air as it always is. The only thing 
really wanted to know is how 
much the mill increase will be 
this time ‘round heading toward 
the magic number of 40.

~~~
With the year now a month 

old and things sett ling in, Iva 
Lootey came by and wondered 
what is gonna happen with 
the Allingtown Library. The 
branch was closed indefi nitely 
in October when The Acorn 
Group purchased the former 
1 Forest Road site, where the 
library was housed for three-
plus decades.

There is a murmur here or 
there that there is an outside 
possibility it might actually 
return to that site in the base-
ment if a rental agreement can 
be hammered out, according 
to Iva.

That poses one query: does 
that mean the new owners are 
being magnanimous, or is it 
they can’t rent the basement? 
It’s a fair question.

So, the opening of the Louis 
Piantino branch might be in 
the same building but diff er-
ent place. That would be the 
perfect ending to this silly sce-
nario. 

Iva mentioned that a few 
places have been looked at, 
some inquiries were made, but 
the rents requested kind o’ put 
things off  the table. 

We shall see what transpires 
in the interim, and eff en the 
people of the Allingtown 
borough will get back their 
branch library. Iva will keep 
Cobina posted.

~~~
With that bit o’ chatt er, I’ll 

close this time till next, mitt  luff  
und kizzez,

Dear Felicia

Cobina
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 Providing a full–spectrum of products and services, both traditional and alternative, preneed 
and at-need. 

Our professional staff is a group of compassionate and dedicated funeral directors experienced 
in discussing customized options with families. We are available to assist families at the time of 

immediate need or to help families make prearrangements.  
 

            Philip M. Appell, Funeral Director   
Phil.appell@carriageservices.com  

  
www.keenanfuneralhome.com 

238 Elm Street   330 Notch Hill Rd. 
  West Haven      North Branford 
(203) 933-1217     (203) 481-3217 

Dear Eleanore Turkington:
I inquired once before, in the 

9th District, why there are ve-
hicles illegally parked that are 
in residential neighborhoods 
re: Connecticut Motor Vehicle 
Department: any ¾ ton trucks 
and any six wheels that is con-
sidered a commercial vehicle 
are not allowed permanently 
to be parked on residential 
property in West Haven. An 
example a dump truck on 
Colonial Place, a box truck 
on Jones Hill Road opposite 
Bellvue Avenue, two dump 
trucks plus a utility trailer on 
Jones Hill Road opposite View 
Street, a ladder truck on Jones 
Hill Road, a rain maker box 
truck on Hillside Avenue and 
a box truck (paint co.)on Hill-
side Avenue with Massachu-
sett s license plates.

Also, does anyone inspect 
why new owners or rental 
owners are not required to get 
Connecticut license plates and 
pay taxes in West Haven?  I see 
lots of cars with out of state ve-
hicles.  Also, is there a limit on 
why there are so many trash 
compactors parked in a drive-
way for so long?

There is one on Howard 

Street and one on Bellvue 
Avenue that has been in their 
driveway for three to four 
years.

I would like the 9th Dis-
trict Representative to inquire 
about these areas and other 
problems.

Irrritated Resident
Dear Irritated:

I have contacted Council-
man of the 9th District, Robert 
Bruneau who replied to your 
complaints with, “The storage 
container on Bellvue will be 
out of there no later than June.  
The people had a fl ood situa-
tion in their basement which 
has now been resolved and 
their furniture is in the stor-
age container.  They have as-
sured the city it will be out of 
there no later than June.  I will 
get back to you on Howard as 
soon as I have an update.”

Dear Councilman Bruneau, 
thank you for your prompt 
reply.  My readers will be 
looking forward to the results 
of your investigation on this 
reader’s complaints.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

There is a huge pile of tree 
brush near my home that has 
been there since the storm back 

in the summer.  The neighbor 
on Florence Street cut up a 
fallen tree branch and put it in 
back of their shed which faces 
a neighbor’s back yard.  This 
is an ugly pile of brush where 
animals can easily hide in it.  
How can the neighborhood 
get rid of it?

Disgruntled Neighbor
Dear Disgruntled Neighbor:

I passed your information on 
to Councilman Peter Massaro 
and he suggested you contact 
the Blight Offi  ce at City Hall 
at (203) 937-3590. Their offi  ce 
hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Gripe Vine Readers:

I have received inquiries on 

a decayed tree located on Cen-
tral Avenue.  As a follow up, 
I notifi ed Councilman Robert 
Bruneau on this issue.  

His reply, “As a follow up I 
checked for the tree situation 
and that problem has been re-
solved.”  

Thank you, Councilman 
Bruneau.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

Why can’t the dead trees 
on the Green be removed be-
fore the limbs fall on dogs and 
people?

Tired of Waste
Dear Tired of Waste:

I asked your Councilwoman 
Bridgett e Hoskie for assistance 
with your complaint.  She re-
plied, The trees will be inspect-
ed and reviewed as deemed as 
necessary by the tree warden.”
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

I have complained in the past 
about trucks on Voss Road.  
An 18-wheeler was making its 
way toward Sawmill Road.  I 
happened to be outside taking 
pictures and captured a photo 
depicting this problem.  Some-

times the rumbling will shake 
the house.  Its just aggravating 
that they cut through our litt le 
neighborhood to save a small 
amount of time going around 
to Sawmill to get to the rail-
road station.

BB Tired
Dear Tired:

Councilwoman Chrystal 
Fanelli received Gripe Vine’s 
inquiry relating to huge trucks 
travelling through your neigh-
borhood.  Councilwoman 
Fanelli’s reply, “I will see what 
can be done about this.”

Coming up:  lighting on 
Captain Blvd’s shopping area..
Painter Drive and Noble Av-
enue sidewalk…decaying tree 
on Simos lane and much more.  

~~~
Send your gripes, comments 

and issues to gripevine4wh@
aol.com or mail them c/o West 
Haven Voice 840 Boston Post 
Road, West Haven 06516. 
Please be sure to include your 
name, address and phone 
number kept in strict confi -
dence with me. 

ELEANORE TURKINGTON
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Ernesto G. Cipolli III
Ernesto G. Cipolli III, 32, 

of Wallingford, formerly of 
West Haven, died Saturday, 
January 16, 2021.

He was born in New Haven, 
September 13, 1988, a son 
of Ernest G. Cipolli, Jr. and 
Karen (Poppendieck) Cipolli 
of Wallingford. He was a 
graduate of Mark T. Sheehan 
H.S. where he was a member 
of the football team. 

He went onto attend Lincoln 
Technical Institute and was 
employed as an electrician for 
Rogers Electric.   

Ernesto loved all, and held 
his loved ones close to his 
heart. He grew up spending 
countless hours with friends 
skateboarding, riding bikes, 
racing dirtbikes, and playing 
Yalesville Little League 
Baseball. He never wasted 
a moment and lived every 
second to the fullest. 

Ernesto was adventurous 
and never turned down any 
challenge. He loved being 
home with his family and his 

dog, Tilly. Most of his recent 
years were spent looking after 
his nephew, JJ, whom he lived 
for. 

Spending days playing 
video games together, fishing, 
playing sports and watching 
movies. Ernesto worked as 
a talented electrician and 
traveled often, but always 
made it a point to speak to 
his nephew and see him any 
chance he had. Ernesto loved 
his family and friends, always 
showing how large his heart 
truly was.

Ernesto will be missed by his 
parents, Ernest and Karen; his 
sister, Katie Lynn; his brother 

and sister-in-law, John R. 
and Valerie (Plunske) Cipolli; 
his nephew who he adored, 
Jay Cipolli; his aunt, Kathe 
Wynne (Jack); his uncles, Bob 
Poppendieck (Donna), and 
Ricky Averill; and several 
cousins. 

He was predeceased by 
his aunt, Linda Averill; his 
paternal grandparents, Ernest 
and Patricia Cipolli; and his 
maternal grandparents, John 
and Margaret Poppendieck.

The Wallingford Funeral 
Home, 809 N. Main St. Ext., 
was in charge of arrangements. 
A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated at Our Lady 
of Fatima Church, 382 Hope 
Hill Rd., Yalesville. Interment 
followed in All Saints 
Cemetery. A celebration of life 
will be held in safer times.

COVID precautions will be 
followed at all services and 
masks required. 

Gifts in his memory may 
be sent to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital - www.
stjude.org

Obituary
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Living up to caricatures
Sometimes we in West Haven live up to the carica-

tures sometimes foisted upon us by outsiders. They 
will say we are argumentative, overly political, and 
hard-headed, with a single-minded drive that pre-
cludes rational discussion. In other words, we’re 
stubborn. 
West Haven is much more nuanced than the lazy 

caricatures imposed upon us, but there are times we 
seem to play right into them.
Take for example the kerfuffl e concerning the city’s 

centennial celebration for 2021. For those who do 
not know, West Haven became an independent mu-
nicipality one hundred years ago, severing from the 
Town of Orange. Once a borough of that town, it had 
quasi-municipal status in much it did before fi nally 
making a break. 
The corporate documents had the new “Town of 

West Haven” imitate its former partner in Orange 
with a selectman form of government, along with rep-
resentative town meetings. It wasn’t until the 1960s 
the selectmen gave way to the mayor-council form of 
government we have today.
West Haven was considered the “blue collar” section 

of Orange, and continued that trait as it morphed 
into its own municipality. The fact the Savin Rock 
amusement park was along the shore only enhanced 
the “blue collar” designation.
Today, the centennial celebration should be a way 

of bringing together the various sections and neigh-
borhoods, not to mention the three major districts 
in the city: Center, Allingtown and West Shore. But 
such is not the case.
When the announcement of the celebration was 

made, an independent panel was formed by resident 
Daryl Cummings. He called his group the “West Ha-
ven Centennial Committee.” Within weeks the city 
announced its own “offi cial” group, and called itself 
– you guessed it – “The West Haven Centennial Com-
mittee.” 
Let us understand, fi rstly, nothing in this city is a 

coincidence or happenstance when it has the patina 
of politics attached. With the announcement of the 
city’s committee a “Cease and Desist” letter was sent 
by Cummings, claiming the poaching of his organi-
zation’s name. He threatened a lawsuit. To date, no 
lawsuit is pending that we are aware.
But it points to our original statement. Sometimes 

we just have controversy where none – NONE – 
should exist. But as with many things, this has a 
whiff of politics attached to it.
Mr. Cummings is a Democrat, but has not enam-

ored himself with the current administration. He is 
an “outsider” in the parochial attitudes that govern 
city politics among the majority party. 
Cummings, it seems, came up with the idea. 

Formed a committee, and used the name before City 
Hall made its own announcement. One could make 
a good case the politicos co-opted the name in defi -
ance of citizens committee. Further, the city politi-
cians, seeing a group was interested in getting in-
volved, should have brought them into the process. 
Instead of “Us  v. Them,” a “We” dynamic could have 

been attempted and a coalition of people and ideas 
could have been established. But that’s not the way 
things work. Politicians hate to share the spotlight, 
and this is a prime example.
It didn’t have to be a controversy, but little in this 

city comes without controversy. We hope things can 
resolved amicably, but we aren’t – as the saying goes 
– holding our breath.

By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
Long a stalwart defender 

of the First Amendment, the 
American media is now hav-
ing second thoughts.

For decades, it was a com-
monplace sentiment among 
journalists that freedom of the 
press was one of the glories of 
our system. It helped to make 
the government accountable 
and to air diverse points of 
view -- even unpopular ones -- 
to be tested in the marketplace 
of ideas.

Media organizations were 
at the forefront of the fi ght to 
vindicate First Amendment 
rights, with The New York 
Times involved in two land-
mark Supreme Court deci-
sions (New York Times Co. v. 
Sullivan and the Pentagon Pa-
pers case) and tended to rise 
as one against any perceived 
threat to their prerogatives 
and freedoms.

This advocacy has been sin-
cere, although, if nothing else, 
journalists should be First 
Amendment purists out of a 
sense of self-interest. In a 2018 
essay in The Atlantic repre-
senting the bygone conven-
tional wisdom, titled “Why a 
Free Press Matt ers,” the long-
time newscaster Dan Rather 
noted, “As a working journal-
ist, I know I have a stake in 

this concept.”
One would think so.
Yet, now journalists have 

lurched from fi nding a threat 
to freedom to the press in ev-
ery criticism of reporters and 
news outlets by former Presi-
dent Donald Trump to them-
selves calling for unwelcome 
media organizations to be 
shut down.

They’ve become the thing 
they profess to hate -- closed-
minded censors who want 
to stifl e free expression, First 
Amendment be damned.

Perversely, the TV program 
and email newslett er of the 
top media analyst at CNN, 
Brian Stelter, has been a clear-
inghouse for such advocacy, 
whether it is demands to get 
right-wingers removed from 
social media or -- more as-
tonishingly -- to keep conser-
vative cable networks off  the 
airwaves.

Stelter’s colleague, media 
reporter Oliver Darcy, tweet-
ed about his eff ort to get cable 
companies to answer why 
they carry pro-Trump chan-
nels like Newsmax and One 
America News Network. “Do 
they have any second thoughts 
about distributing these chan-
nels given their election deni-
alism content?” he asked on 
Twitt er. “They won’t say.”

In the same vein, Washing-

ton Post columnist Max Boot 
drew a direct line between 
how we deal with foreign ter-
ror groups and how we should 
treat right-wing media organi-
zations. “We need,” he wrote, 
“to shut down the infl uencers 
who radicalize people and set 
them on the path toward vio-
lence and sedition.”

Boot noted, approvingly, 
that the U.K. doesn’t have the 
equivalent of Fox News be-
cause regulators won’t allow 
it. The U.K. also doesn’t have 
a First Amendment, a small 
detail that might be worth 
considering if the point is to 
protect our freedoms rather 
than destroy them in a fi t of 
ideological vengeance.

A writer at the progressive 
publication Mother Jones ar-
gued for an advertiser boycott  
instead of regulatory action in 
a post called, charmingly, “It’s 
Time to Crush Fox News.”

A boycott  wouldn’t violate 
the First Amendment like a 
direct crackdown on Fox and 
others. Still, it would be pri-
vate action undertaken in the 
service of a profoundly illib-
eral goal, running counter to 
the country’s culture of free 
speech.

All of this would be bad 
enough if it weren’t people 
who write and comment on 

See Lowry, page 7

Free speech for me.....
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The Chapel Street Historic and Broadway Districts in downtown New Haven.

@TheShopsatYale

Convenient
Parking

Plan your visit at TheShopsatYale.com

Additional retailers with a wide variety of jewelry selections
idiom Boutique, 1014 Chapel Street, Carefully selected artisan pieces.

Lou Lou Boutique, 23 Broadway, Fashionable and affordable designer jewelry.

20% OFF all jewelry in stock,
through February 28!

Derek Simpson Goldsmith
1094 Chapel Street
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& SAVE
Congratulations to 

Derek Simpson Goldsmith
on 50 years in New Haven!

Happy Valentine’s Day!
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Continued from page 7
TV for a living advocating it. But journalists have been moving 
in this direction for a while now, as Armin Rosen catalogues in 
a disturbing report for Tablet magazine.

The author, Steve Coll, who is no less than the dean of the 
Graduate School of Journalism at Columbia University, said last 
December, “Those of us in journalism have to come to terms 
with the fact that free speech, a principle that we hold sacred, is 
being weaponized against the principles of journalism.” 

The former managing editor of Time magazine, Richard Sten-
gel, has writt en: “All speech is not equal. And where truth can-
not drive out lies, we must add new guardrails.”

And so its erstwhile champions are ready to retreat from strict 
adherence to the First Amendment to a new rule of “free speech 
for me, but not for thee.”

~~~
Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2021 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Lowry: Hindering speech

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
The city will perform sanitary sewer repairs and pipe lining in 

West Shore starting in mid-February.
City Engineer Abdul Quadir said the work will be done from 

Feb. 15-July 24 on Hillside Avenue, Bellevue Avenue, Milton Av-
enue, Howard Street, Grand Street, Lake Street, Connecticut Av-
enue, Colonial Boulevard, Colonial Circle, Baycrest Drive and 
Honor Road.

During the roadwork, residential wastewater operations will 
be interrupted for about four hours, Quadir said. Residents will 
be notifi ed by lett er one week in advance and 24 hours before 
the work begins, he said.

The project contractors are Missouri-based Insituform Tech-
nologies Inc., a subsidiary of Aegion Corp., and Inland Waters 
Inc. of Rhode Island.

Sewer pipe repairs
continue this month
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Continued from page 1
state corporate business taxes, 
the state reimbursing the city 
for lost revenue;

~ Newly formed corpora-
tions that locate in the zone 
get a 100% exemption from 
state corporate taxes for the 
fi rst three years and 50% in the 
succeeding seven years;

~ Exemption from the state 
conveyance tax on purchase of 
the properties in the zone.

Once the business purchases 
space in the zone and derives 
the benefi t the major require-
ment is the business hire from 
the city in question, and par-
ticularly the residents in the 
enterprise zone.

According to the mayor, no 
zoning changes or variances 
are necessary as thearea is 
zoned for industrial develop-
ment. Also, she said no other 
modifi cations, like a special 
taxation district, are necessary 
in the future.

Since the announcement, 
Rossi said the reaction of the 
business community has been 
positive.

“The business communi-
ty has been thrilled to learn 
of the potential benefi ts of 
the Enterprise Zone. Many 
well-known companies have 
reached out about acquiring 
properties, and local busi-
nesses along Front Avenue 
are seeking to expand their 
footprint. At this time the City 
Council has accepted propos-
als to allow business expan-
sion along Front Avenue and 
on Feb. 8 will consider a pro-
posal from Laydon Industries 
for a development within the 
zone,” she said. “ Today we 
received a proposal for busi-
ness expansion and expect to 
receive additional proposals. 
State offi  cials are also receiv-
ing inquiries.”

She said the city will reach 
out to current property hold-
ers to make sure they under-
stand the opportunity the new 
designation give.

“We will, in the next 30 days, 
reach out to every landowner 
in the district to ensure they 
know about the opportunities 
of the Investment Zone and 
we will partner with appropri-
ate fi nancing entities to maxi-

mize the potential opportuni-
ties for investment. Moreover, 
there is overwhelming interest 
in solar development of the 
former landfi ll space. We plan 
to name the solar developer 
within the next 30 days,” she 
said.

The city has looked at land 
and has made some designa-
tions, parceling out land, and 
looking at those sites that are 
not able to sustain construc-
tion.

“As of now the City has ex-
amined the parcels and appro-
priately mapped out some of 
the unbuildable land for bio/
solar projects and has begun 
accepting proposals on a case 
by case bases for other devel-
opments within the Zone. We 
are not discouraging any in-
terested investor at this time,” 
she said..

The fact the city is currently 
without its own Economic 
Development Director is not 
inhibiting the process, ac-
cording to Rossi. She said she 
believes projects like this are 
team eff orts and the absense 
of a economic director isn’t an 
obstacle.

“The process has not been 
hampered at all. Develop-
ment in the city has always 
required a team approach and 
my administration has lever-
aged many individuals and 
resources for successful devel-
opment in the city,” she said.

Currently she has a team of 
people working on the devel-
opment area plan that includes 
Executive Assistant Louis 
Esposito, State Rep Michael 
DiMassa (D-116), various city 
offi  cials, college interns and 
outside consultants. 

Rossi said the new zone is 
seeing benefi ts, and is a way 
for the city expand its tax base 
and att ract new employment 
opportunities.

“Make no mistake, the pur-
pose is to use government 
incentives to restore demand 
and business activity geared 
more to free enterprise and 
less to government support-
ed measures.  The results are 
fairly immediate. Every city-
owned vacant acre sold in-
creases tax revenue,” sje saod 
fi nally.

Enterprise Zone: State OK begins process

The enterprise region is along Front Avenue and the West River and extends to the city’s 
composting site.
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Westie Barzee tapped for Hall
Player, coach, scout, owner nominated

A former WHHS hockey 
player, and carrying the name 
of one of the most infl uential 
hockey families in the city, for-
mer scout, coach and player 
Jack Barzee has been nomi-
nated for induction into the 
United States Hockey Hall of 
Fame.

Barzee’s long and varied ca-
reer in hockey covered parts 
of six decades and included 
many formative experiences 
with the Waterloo (IA) Black 
Hawks of the United States 
Hockey League, a junior 
league that has developed 
many future NHL stars.

The Black Hawks an-
nounced that the organiza-
tion will nominate Barzee for 
the United States Hockey Hall 
of Fame before the selection 
committ ee begins to consider 
its 2021 candidates near the 
end of February.

“He was a pioneer of where 
we are today, and why we are 
here today with the amount 
of Americans that have the 
opportunity they have,” said 
Black Hawks President and 
Head Coach P.K. O’Handley.

Retiring from NHL Central 
Scouting in 2012, Barzee had 
spent 23 years working for 
the National Hockey League 
in addition to four years as 
a scout for the Washington 
Capitals.  During that period, 
players born and developed 
in the United States became 
increasingly prominent at the 
highest levels of professional 
hockey.  At the time Barzee 
began scouting, approximate-
ly 75 percent of NHL’ers were 
Canadian, while U.S. players 
shared the balance of opportu-
nities with their counterparts 
of various European nationali-
ties.  Today, Americans make 
up nearly 30 percent of NHL 
rosters.

Before Barzee had the op-
portunity to infl uence the 
perception of U.S. skaters, he 
took a hand in directly devel-
oping many as a coach and 
junior hockey team owner. Be-
ginning in the 1976/77 sea-
son, Barzee became the Black 
Hawks’ head coach during 
the team’s fi nal season with 
a roster of all senior play-
ers.  That off season, he was an 
infl uential voice as the USHL 
merged with the Midwest Ju-
nior Hockey League.

The two years which fol-
lowed included hybrid rosters 
of junior and senior players 
skating together, and Barzee’s 
Black Hawks won the league’s 
playoff  title in both 1978 and 
1979.  Skating with an all-ju-
nior club in 1979/80, Waterloo 
won the league’s South Divi-
sion and reached the Clark 
Cup Championship series.

Barzee would go on to found 
the Dubuque Fighting Saints 
in 1980, leading that organiza-
tion to three Clark Cups, two 
Anderson Cups, and two USA 
Hockey National Junior Gold 
Cup championships in just 
fi ve seasons.  His Saints also 
produced the most prominent 
NHL player developed in the 
USHL during the league’s 
fi rst decade of all-junior com-
petition: future Calder Tro-
phy winner and Stanley Cup 
champion Gary Suter.

Barzee originally hailed 
from  West Haven. At age 6 he 
played Peewee Hockey at the 
New Haven Arena and played 
West Haven High School 
Hockey then on to the US Na-
tional Team, Pitt sburgh, Mus-
kegeon, Nova Scotia Maritime 
Hockey League and then onto 
the Waterloo BlackHawks. The 
Barzee family is well known 
in hockey circles in Connecti-
cut, his dad, Bud Barzee, was 
a player, coach and offi  cial in 
the early days of the sport in 
the area, was a supporter of 
the building of the Edward 
L. Bennett  Rink in 1969, and 
a founder of the West Haven 
Youth Hockey Association.

After skating for several mi-
nor league and senior teams 
in the northeast, he joined the 
Black Hawks in 1965/66.  He 
was a member of three Wa-
terloo USHL championship 
squads.  The game also took 
him briefl y to the Green Bay 

Bobcats when the Hawks 
were on hiatus from the USHL 
in 1969/70 and to Kusnacht, 
Switz erland, in 1972/73.

His return to Waterloo pro-
vided his fi rst administrative 
role, when he became Public-
ity Director and President of 
Black Hawks Enterprises, the 
publicly-owned company op-
erating the team throughout 
much of the 1970s.

Other Notable Honors and 
Achievements from Jack Bar-
zee’s Resume include

–Three-time USHL Coach of 
the Year (’78, ’81, & ’83)

–USHL Treasurer, 1981-
1983;

–Coached the U.S. entry 
during the 1979, 1980, and 
1981 Beard Cup tournaments 
in Switz erland;

–Recognized in 2005 with 
the USHL’s Distinguished Ser-
vice Award;

–Former member of USA 
Hockey’s Board of Directors.

“You look at Gino Gaspa-
rini, you look at Herb Brooks, 
you look at Jack Barzee...they 
got with a bunch of owners 
and said what this [the USHL] 
could be.  Quite frankly, they 
had a crystal ball that it could 
be a large feeder for the Na-
tional Hockey League…he 
was a driver in this and really 
set forth the vision of what 
this has become,” said P.K. 
O’Handley, President and 
Head Coach of the Waterloo 
Black Hawks and winningest 

head coach in United States 
Hockey League history.

“During his time with NHL 
Central Scouting, Jack was 
a key catalyst in having the 
USHL being recognized in the 
scouting world as the top ju-
nior league in the United States 
and he proudly promoted the 

talent and potential that was 
available to the professional 
hockey ranks from the United 
States,” said Dan Marr, Direc-
tor of NHL Central Scouting, 
in 2016..Barzee’s nomination 
will be considered and an an-
nouncement is expected by 
the end of the month.

JACK BARZEE, 1972
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 AÀÁÂÃÄĀĂ ÅÀǺ
 AÀÁ Â Ã ÀÄĀÂĂĂ ÅĂÂǺÁĄ ÂÁ ÆǼBCBBĆ ĈA ÀÁ ĂÂČĊ ÅĂÂǺÁĄ ÂÁ ÆÇBĆ

D ĎÂĂĂ ÅĂÂǺÁĄ ÂÁ ÆĐBĆ Ð ĎÂĂĂ ÅĂÂǺÁĄ ÂÁ ÆEBC
ÈÉ ÅĂÂǺÁĄ  Ã Â ÊÀÅǺ ÀĚ ËĒAÁ ĀAÁËĒ ÊÁĔĖÊÂË ÂË ÁČAĄËÁÂĔÀ Ę ÂĂĂ ÅĂÂǺÁĄ FĊĄË

Ā ÀĚ ÂČ À  ÀÁ ĀĚÀÁ ĈÂǺ GĄËC
ĜČAĄËÁÂĔÀ  ÅÂǺF ËĄ ÊÂ   ÀÉ Ā FÂÃ ĞAÂ ĠÂǺĠÂĂ ËÀ ĄĒĀĂĢBBǼHČFÂAĂCÊÀF

ĤÀÁ FÀÁ A ĚÀÁFÂĔÀ  ÊÀ ËÂÊË ĊĄ ÂËĦ ĄĒÀÁĒÂĞ A ĚÀHČFÂAĂCÊÀF
IĊÁ ÌÅÊËÃ ĄÂĄÀ  ĄËÂÁË ÃÂË AĄ ĈÂǺ GÇËĒĆ ĀĊË FÂǺ ÊĒÂ Č ÃĊ ËÀ ÅÀĄĄAĀĂ

ÊĒÂ ČĄ A  ÍÀĞAÃÎGǼ ÁĄËÁAÊĔÀ ĄC

ĄĂAĀÂ ÆAǼAÀAĀĂǺ ĎÀǺĄ ÂČĄ ǼÎGĢ
ĄĀBCÃĆĆ ÆAǼAÀAĀĂǺ ĨAÁĂĄ ÂČĄ ǼÎGE
ĈAĂĀÂ ÆAǼAÀAĀĂǺ ĎÀǺĄ Â Ã ĨAÁĂĄ ÂČĄ ÇÎÏ
Č ĊÃĆĆǺ ĎÀǺĄ Â Ã ĨAÁĂĄ ÂČĄ ĐÎĪ
Ç ĊÃĆĆǺ ĎÀǺĄ Â Ã ĨAÁĂĄ ÂČĄ EÎĬ

 AÀÁÂÃÄĀĂ DĀÂ ĎĐĐ ÐĆÃEÂÀÈ ĂÉ ÃĂÊ ÂÁĚÂĂAĂ È AÀ ÃǼÃAĆÃCĆ ĀĂĆAĂ
ÃĂEÄË ÃÁǺ ÉÉÉĒÀĔĖÂCĆĒĘĀËĒ FD EĀĚ ÊĀ ĂĀÁ ĔÃǼ ÃĘĘÀÀ ÁĀ Ã ĘĀËÐĚÁÂÈ
ĀÂ ĂÊ ÁĀ Â AÀÁÂ AĂ ÐÂÀĀĂÈ ÃĂ ÃÐÐĀAĂÁËĂÁ ĘÃĂ C ÀĘĔÊĚĆÊ CE

ĘĀĂÁÃĘÄĂ  ĚÀ ÃÁ ÀĔCĆGĜĜĞĠ ËÃAĆĒĘĀË ĀÂ GĜĢHĞĢĤHĞĦĤĜĒ

Shore Haven Junior Baseball/Softball League

2021 Registration

Photo courtesy of WHCDC

Dental hygiene
Kaedon Maebry age 4, a student at the West Haven Child 

Development Center, Inc. works on a shaving creme and glue 
tooth creation for February’s Dental Month.
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Dan Shine is a columnist 
for the West Haven Voice, 
and former historian of the 
First Congregational Church.

Cowboy Valley

I grew up a-dreamin’ of bein’ a 
cowboy
And lovin’ the cowboy ways
Pursuin’ the life of my hard-
ridin’ heroes
I burned up my childhood days

-Willie Nelson
In the years around 1960, 

The Boy’s imagination was 
fi lled with cowboys: those fair-
minded romantic heroes who 
wore Stetson hats and rode 
handsome horses past cactus 
and sagebrush as they crossed 
the wide prairies of the Old 
West.

A child’s life during that pe-
riod was very diff erent from 
what it is today:  with it came 
abundant freedom to come 
and go at will.  Mothers were 
home all day to handle child-
care and household chores.  
Children often played ball 
in the street because fewer 
people owned cars, and many 
family chores could be accom-
plished on foot.  Their toys and 
diversions were simple, and 
children would often gather to 
play in groups.  Television—as 
simple and limited as it was in 
the beginning--was taking the 
place of radio as a medium for 
news and entertainment.  

And everyone it seems had 
a fascination for the Old West, 
and those hardy souls who 
sett led it.  Families watched 
television programs together, 
and there were a multitude 
of Western-themed TV shows 
to choose from:  The Lone 
Ranger, Rawhide, The Rifl e-
man, Wagon Train, Have Gun 
Will Travel, Cheyenne, Mav-
erick, Laramie, Wyatt  Earp, 

Roy Rogers, Zorro, Bonanza, 
Daniel Boone, Sugarfoot and 
more.  The country was crazy 
about cowboys back then, and 
children dressed in vests and 
chaps and carried cap guns in 
holsters strapped to their hips.

Recognizing this fascination 
as a business opportunity, a 
Newington man named Art 
DuBois created Cowboy Val-
ley.  In 1957, Interstate 95 had 
not yet opened in Connecticut, 
so his idea was to capitalize on 
the “shore crowd,” those who 
were traveling along Route 1 
through Connecticut on their 
way to the beaches of Rhode 
Island and Cape Cod.

He purchased twenty acres 
of land along Route 81 in Kill-
ingworth and built a Wild 
West town complete with a 
main street that included a 
bank, a gunsmith, a Wells 
Fargo Express offi  ce, a hotel, 
a barbershop, a bootmaker, a 
doctor’s offi  ce, an outfi tt er and 
a saloon.  There were also wig-
wams with a real Narragansett  
Indian in residence.  Mean-
while, stables for the livestock 
were kept out of sight of visi-
tors.

The grand opening took 
place in the summer of 1957.  
To promote the new venture, 
a real stagecoach was drawn 
by a team of horses from Hart-

ford to Killingworth along the 
old Route 9.  In addition, the 
crew of Cowboy Valley was 
featured one day on the Hap-
py the Clown show, which 
aired on Channel 8.

And the children loved 
Cowboy Valley.  They took 
with them many warm, life-
long memories of their visits:  
Being deputized and catch-
ing bank robbers with the 
help of the sheriff .  Or riding 
in a stagecoach that was held 
up by armed villains.  They 
thought that this fantasyland 
would never end.  

But it did, and for a variety 
of reasons beyond the control 
of Cowboy Valley.  And at the 
end of its third season in 1959, 
Cowboy Valley was heading 
for the last roundup.

Cowboy Valley’s main street 
and all of its buildings sat 
abandoned for years before 
being demolished.  Today a 
church and a few houses sit 
on the twenty acres where so 
many childhood memories 
were shaped and formed.

A little bit of the old West 
was captured for just a few 
years in a short-lived tourist 
center called, “Cowboy Val-
ley” in Killingworth. The 
new Interstate 95 construc-
tion was seen as a way of get-
ting families to the site. Fi-
nally, after only three years, 
it closed, and was finally de-
molished.
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Westie squads look to openers
So much has changed since 

the West Haven boys hockey 
team last left the ice in Dan-
bury a year ago. Following a 
win over Immaculate in the 
regular season fi nale, the Wes-
ties were prepared to travel 
south down I-95 to face Green-
wich in the opening round of 
the CIAC state tournament. 

After an abbreviated fall 
season, the winter sports 
teams will follow suit, play-
ing 12 games and a conference 
tournament afterwards. 

For West Haven, plenty has 
changed. Nine seniors gradu-
ated, leaving plenty of holes to 
fi ll, especially in goal with the 
departure of Jared Pliszka, on 
defense with the graduations 
of Robbie Forleo, Sean Dupre 
and Colin Hines, and on of-
fense with Kaden Morgillo, 
Richie Greene, Kevin Moriarty 
and Nick Carfora also gone by 
way of graduation.

Much may have been lost, 
but the Westies return several 
top players from an 11-8-1 
squad of a season ago. Se-
niors (captain) Nick Boanno, 
Michael Kelly, and Conner 
Fowler, juniors Ryan Bernardi, 
Nico Bruneau, and Mike Al-
fano, and brothers Ben (soph-
omore) and D.J. (junior) Car-
fora return to lead what could 
be a top off ensive unit. 

West Haven Coach Steve 
Harris will also have a strong 
group of seven freshmen to 
build around with defen-
semen Yousaf Ullah, Jason 
Alling and Haygen Axelrod, 
and forwards Marcus Bur-
rows, Jayden Spreyer, and Mi-
chael Madera. Javed Ullah will 
serve as the team’s backup in 
goal.

While nothing is set in stone 
as far as off ensive lines early 
in camp, look for the Carfora 
brothers, Boanno and Bru-
neau to anchor the top two 
lines with Alfano, Kelly and 
Bernardi. Fowler will be in 
the mix and Harris will have 
a freshmen group to plug in 
as well with Burrows, Spreyer 
and Madera.   

Defensively, the Westies 
return a solid trio at the blue 
line in senior assistant cap-
tain Ryan Smith and juniors 
Joe D’Aurio and Anthony 
Peschell. Sophomore Zach 
Forbes will also be in the mix 
for a bulk of playing time on 
the defensive side. 

Harris again will also have 
to turn to youth on the defen-
sive side as the freshmen trio 

of Yousaf Ullah, Alling and 
Axelrod will be looked to for 
quality minutes. 

The key for the Westies may 
be in goal where senior Charlie 
Miller takes over the helm be-
tween the pipes for his senior 
campaign. Miller has looked 
impressive early and will need 
to be on his game through-
out if the Westies are going to 
have a solid season. Freshman 
Javed Ullah will also be learn-
ing under Miller. 

A 12-game season will be 
something new for all teams. 
Each team will make the 
Southern Connecticut Confer-
ence tournament for a chance 
to win the title. 

The league has also an-
nounced an early exit in the 
tournament will also allow for 
extra games to give the play-
ers at least 14 or 15 games on 
the year. 

West Haven opens the regu-
lar season Monday, February 
8 when it plays host to Ham-
den at 6 p.m. at the Edward L. 
Bennett  Rink. Details regard-
ing fan att endance will be an-
nounced soon. 

Girls Hockey
Less than a minute. That was 

all the time left, 33 seconds to 
be exact, for the West Haven-
Sacred Heart Academy girls 
hockey team to force overtime 
in the opening round of the 
state tournament last season 
at East Catholic. 

A late goal by East Catholic 
foiled the season for the Westie 
Sharks right before the global 
pandemic hit. With winter 
sports back on the schedule, 
sixth-year coach Erin Blake 
and her squad are ready to get 
going once again. 

Despite the loss to gradua-
tion of all-everything players 
Taylor Nowak (over 100 career 
goals), Brooke McNabola and 
Megan Froehlich (over 100 ca-
reer points), the Westie Sharks 
have plenty to like about the 
upcoming season. 

With starting goaltender 
and now junior Grace Nowak 
out with a knee injury last 
year, Blake and her staff  were 
able to develop junior Han-
nah Davey and senior Hailey 
Alfano in goal. Both played 
well and now Blake can use 
any of the three between the 
pipes this year in what is now 
a loaded position.

The Westie Sharks will be 
led this year by senior captains 
Mackenzie Gardner and Jenna 
Hunt, and senior alternate 

captains Jianna Cohrs, Mia 
Celentano, and Hailey Alfano.

Gardner, a two-year starter, 
will anchor the team at the 
blue line. The senior had 20 
blocked shots and put up 17 
points a season ago. Junior 
Meghan Dupre will also be a 
key player on defense for the 
Westie Sharks as she recorded 
17 blocked shots a season ago.

Dupre looks to play along-
side freshman Julianna Mon-
tano, while Gardner will play 
alongside another strong 
freshman in Taylor Alfano. 
Sophomores Emilee DeGrand 
and Anne Plunkett  will also 
see time on the defensive side.   

Hunt. Cohrs and Celentano 
will be the go-to players on of-
fense for Blake, forming one 
of the best scoring trios in the 
area. Hunt had 44 points last 
season, Cohrs had 33, and 
Celentano contributed 23 as a 
junior. Cohrs was a 2019 All-
SCC Second Team selection. 

With plenty of depth, Blake 
and her staff  have the abil-
ity to move players around. 
Blake will also have the abil-
ity to have players play junior 
varsity and varsity. Looking to 
create balance on the off ensive 
side, Blake may be moving 
girls to fi nd the right fi t. 

Celentano and Cohrs will 
likely team up with junior 
Maya Boyhen to form a solid 
trio, while Hunt will have a 
nice compliment of players, 
including Plunkett  and fresh-

man Geena Montano. Junior 
Caitlin Welch, DeGrand and 
freshman Ashley Welch will 
also form another solid off en-
sive line. 

The Westie Sharks open 
the year Tuesday, Feb. 9, at 
the Edward L. Bennett  Rink 
against Masuk-Barlow at 5:15 
p.m. Details regarding fan at-
tendance will be announced 
soon.

Track
The West Haven boys and 

girls indoor track season will 
have a diff erent template in 
2021. With the pandemic, 
West Haven coach Modestine 
Vaughn will be looking at a 
diff erent type of season as she 
embarks on her 15th campaign 
at the helm of the Westies.  

Vaughn will turn to some 
key participants to lead the 
way in this very diff erent sea-
son. Senior captains James We-
ber, Neil Chen, and Tomalyn 
Williams will lead the way. 

A four-year player and sec-
ond-year team captain, Weber 
runs in the 600 meters and is a 
member of the Southern Con-
necticut Conference 4 x 800 
championship team.  

A three-year player on the 
team, Williams runs the 55 
meters and is a part of the 4 
x 200 team. She is a two-time 
state athlete for Vaughn. 

Senior Anthony Vendrella 
will also be a key piece to the 
team. Also a member of the 
SCC 4 x 800 championship 

team, Vendrella takes part in 
the 55 meter hurdles. 

Boys swimming
The West Haven boys swim-

ming team will be looking to 
make strides as the 2021 sea-
son unfolds. With a young 
team, head coach Robin Viani 
will be looking for continual 
improvement in what will be 
a shortened season due to the 
pandemic.  

The season will also present 
another challenge as the meets 
will be virtual. Viani and the 
squad are up to the challenge.  

Leading the way in 2021 
will be junior captains Brian 
Carew and Mustansir Jamalee. 
Jamalee will lead the way in 
the freestyle and butterfly 
events, while sophomore 
Anthony Castillo will swim in 
the freestyle events. 

West Haven opens the 
season Thursday, Feb. 1, 
against Sheehan at West 
Haven High at 2 p.m. Details 
regarding fan attendance will 
be announced soon.

Girls Basketball
After returning to the post-

season last year for the fi rst 
time since 2017, the West Ha-
ven girls basketball team was 
eliminated in the fi rst round 
of the CIAC Class LL state 
tournament by Trumbull. The 
world was then aff ected by the 
current pandemic. 

With time to prepare for the 
future, West Haven head 

See Westies, page 13

Photo by Miguelina Felix

The new high school offers a state-of-the-art weight room for athletes. The new facility has 
been open for a few months, and with the winter schedule beginning next week, Blue Devils’ 
team members have and will be availing themselves of the various stations and apparatus.



Thursday, February 4, 2021 - Page 13WEST HAVEN VOICE

bsg BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

184 Campbell Ave 203-934-3100
West Haven, CT 06516 emmettsautoct.com

West Haven’s Hidden Treasure

Harv’s Collectibles
182 Campbell Ave, WH, CT 06516

203-931-0228
Buying Gold, Silver, Coins, Sportscards

& Comics

100’s of DVDs in stock *  Variety of Items for Sale

Grassy Hill Auctions

Always Buying

Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments

(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone

& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken

or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &

MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old

Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &

Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,

Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,

Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,

Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical

Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial

Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney

Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,

Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk

Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern

Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,

Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…
& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore
Owners 

(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com

GB Masonry
Stone Walls * Sidewalks * Pavers

Chimneys * Brickwork * Flagstone
Stone Siding * Stucco

Fully Insured -- Quality Work!
17 years Experience

Jimmy-- 203-206-1159
gbmasonrystone@gmail.com

Tel: 203.795.8060 x26
Fax: 203.795.8046
Cell: 203.988.6298
fred@colprop.com

Fred A. Messore, CIREC, GRI, SFR
Senior Vice President

Westies: Squads get ready for openers
Continued from page 12
coach Jessica Moriarty knows 
she has a handful of key play-
ers returning from the eight-
win team of a year ago. Add 
in a key freshman piece and 
the Westies will have a strong 
team entering the 2021 cam-
paign, the eighth with Mori-
arty at the helm.

Moriarty enters the season 
with senior guard and captain 
Sarah Evangelista leading the 
way. According to Moriarty, 
Evangelista, a four-year start-
er who averaged six points 
and fi ve assists as a junior, 
already looks like a totally dif-
ferent player from a year ago 
and may be the team’s best 
shooter. 

Moriarty can then add 
sophomores Amani Abuhatab 

and Kassidy Carrano to form 
a powerful scoring trio. Abu-
hatab came on the scene as 
a freshman and averaged 14 
points and 10 rebounds per 
game, and was an All-South-
ern Connecticut Conference 
and All-Area selection.

Carrano was equally im-
pressive as a freshman, av-
eraging eight points and 4.5 
rebounds a game. Also return-
ing from last year’s squad are 
juniors Tenique Gates and Da-
vina Mendez who will be re-
lied upon for quality minutes 
and points as well. 

Guard Isabella Fiorillo. Fio-
rillo will look to run the of-
fense from the point in her ini-
tial campaign.

The season will also see a 
Southern Connecticut Con-

ference tournament, but no 
state tournament. Add in the 
new rules with the wearing of 
masks, and everyone is in for a 
season of adjustments.

West Haven opens the 
season Wednesday, Feb. 10 
against Lauralton Hall at 
home at 6 p.m. Details regard-
ing fan att endance will be an-
nounced soon. 

Boys Basketball
Following a tough loss in 

the quarterfi nals of the South-
ern Connecticut Conference 
tournament against Hamden, 
the West Haven boys basket-
ball team was ready to make 
a deep run in the state tourna-
ment last season. 

That run never happened 
when the winter sports sea-
son was shut down due to the 

global pandemic. 
With a solid group of re-

turning players and an infl ux 
of transfers, West Haven starts 
the season as one of the teams 
to beat in the SCC.

Leading the way for West 
Haven in the 2021 season will 
be tri-captains senior Mal-
colm Duncanson, and juniors 
Javaun Calhoun and Manny 
Belcher.

Duncanson, an All-League 
and All-State selection in 2020, 
is a 6-foot senior guard who 
averaged 17 points, 8 rebounds 
and 4 assists per game a sea-
son ago. Calhoun is a 6’-6” for-
ward who averaged 6 points, 
7 rebounds and 4 blocks per 
game, while Belcher is a 6’-3” 
guard who averaged 10 points 
and 4 rebounds per game. 

Along with the dynamic trio 
of Duncanson, Calhoun and 
Belcher, Sullivan will have 
6’-0” junior guard Kyle Ke-
arson and 5’-8” senior guard 
Eli Blackwell to complicate 
matt ers for opposing teams. 
Blackwell is a transfer from 
Amistad and adds an immedi-
ate scoring threat for Sullivan. 

West Haven will also get 
another solid senior player 
in Notre Dame transfer Cai-
ron Hooks. Hooks is a senior 
guard who will be counted on 
to put points on the board. 

West Haven opens the sea-
son Tuesday, Feb.  9. at Fair-
fi eld Prep at 6 p.m. The Westies 
open the home season Friday, 
Feb. 12, against Hillhouse at 7 
p.m. Details regarding fan at-
tendance will be announced .
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?

Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,

And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience

Friendly service.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street 
parking, Use of penthouse meet-

ing room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview. 

(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 301

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing,  
Insured. Free estimates. Call 
(203) 506-9384.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs -- Walls and ceilings, 

sheetrock, carpentry. Free esti-
mates. Insured HC#0647093. Bill 
(203) 901-2136.

John’s Lawn Cutting

203-508-3659
Call for estimate!
CARPENTRY, REPAIRS

Decks, porches, wall,s ceilings, 
sheetrock, taping, water dame-
age, repairs. Free estimates, in-
sured. MC/Visa.CT. Lic. 0647093. 
Bill, (203) 901-2136.

SITUATION WANTED
Looking for a energetic, compe-
tent loving Nanny/Au Pair for our 
two children. The older boy is 4 
years old and goes to Pre-school 
and the younger girl is 8 months 
and we are willing to offer any in-
terested candidate $820 per week 
if you are interested in the posi-
tion Contact: moorecraig235@
gmail.com

FOR SALE
1000-PIECE JIGSAW  PUZ-

ZLES FOR SALE OR TRADE, 
CALL RON, (203) 907-6993.

AMWAY SALES
Looking for Home, Health, 

Beauty Products - We Have What 
You Need. 

Contact: Amway Distributor 
Nia at 203-440-8631/ knia500@

gmail.com
Amway.com/myshop/

mtmworldwide

SITUATIONS WANTED
Seamstress, over 30 years’ 

experience. Can do everything, 
pants, suits, dresses, gowns, etc. 
Reasonable rates. Call Debbie, 

(203) 908-5050

FOR SALE
Ping Golf clubs, $100;
Craftsman Table saw, 2.5 HP. 

$50. Call 203-710-5056.

Voice Classifieds
(203) 934-6397

 PLUMBING PROBLEMS???
Leaky pipes, Leaky Faucets, 

Leaky Showers, RunningToilet, 
Leaky Toilet, Drain Cleaning, 
Leaky Hot Water Heater, Gard-
bage Disposals, Dryer/Washers, 
Laundry Lines, Dishwasher Lines, 
30 gal. Gas, or 40 gal. Electric 
Water Heaters, Baseboard Instal-
lations and Repairs, Gas Stoves, 
FULL PLUMBING REPAIR SER-
VICES, 24/7 days a week at (203) 
584-6868. 

HELP WANTED

Babysitter is needed in West 
Haven mornings. The child is 10 
years of age. Person hired needs 
to drop the child off  to school each 
day. Will be dropped off  at your 
house at 6:30 a.m., and pick the 
child up after school. Child must 
be at bus stop at 8:15, dropped off  
at 12:30. Salary negotiable. Call 
Carnell Artis, 203-257-0248.

Voice Classifieds
(203) 934-6397

Answers
to last week s

puzzles

FEBRUARY 4, 2021

PIANO LESSONS
 BY COMPUTER

Since 1992, in your home
when we can.

 Beginners welcome,
reasonable rates.

Details, References.

In West Haven: 203-479-4467

TAX SERVICE
More changes in tax laws affect your 2020 taxes.

Let me help you get your refunds.
 Over 40 years’ experience preparing taxes in a
professional, timely and cost-efficient manner.

No waiting with pick-up or dropoff service.

Call Bill at (203) 934-9525.
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Courtesy of Miguelina Felix

WHHS enters ‘Challenge’
West Haven High School has entered the state-sponsored 

Cap off Your Senior Year Challenge. Seniors who submit their 
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) will have 
their names entered into a raffle to win a $100 visa gift card 
and will receive their cap and gown completely free of charge. 
This is a challenge involving all seniors in the state. 
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