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Special to the Voice
Army Air Forces veteran Frank J. 

Corso and Navy vet Mike Pimer will 
lead the city’s Memorial Day parade 
as grand marshals when it steps off  at 
10:30 a.m. May 31.

Corso, who turns 100 on July 28, 
and Pimer, 83, will guide the 40-unit 
procession of veterans, dignitaries 
and bands along the 1.5-mile parade 
course, which goes up Campbell Av-
enue from Captain Thomas Boulevard 
to Center Street.

Corso, who served in World War 

II in 1942-45, and Pimer, who served 
stateside in 1955-61 and again in 1962-
68, embraced the honor with typical 
grace and humility.

“I think it’s wonderful,” Corso said 
of being named one of West Haven’s 
two grand marshals. “I’m very hon-
ored and pleased.”

“I never thought I’d be up there in 
the front row,” he said, chuckling.

Pimer said he felt great when told he 
was accompanying his friend Corso as 
a grand marshal.

“I never would’ve accepted (grand 
marshal) if weren’t such an honor, es-

pecially serving with Frank,” Pimer 
said. “I’ve known Frank for 50 or 60 
years.”

Corso and Pimer were tapped by the 
West Haven Veterans Council, which 
helps the city organize the annual pa-
rade, for their years of service to the 
military, their fellow vets and their 
community — the latt er of which is 
perhaps the cornerstone of the quali-
fi cations for grand marshal, council 
President Dave Ricci said.

“West Haven is very lucky to share 
Memorial Day with Frank Corso,” 
Mayor Nancy R. Rossi said. “With just 

over 4,000 World War II veterans liv-
ing in Connecticut today, honoring Mr. 
Corso with this small tribute reminds 
us to always remember the Greatest 
Generation.

“We also welcome an opportunity to 
celebrate Mike Pimer, his military ser-
vice and his many volunteer hours in 
service to our city. The Pimer family is 
well known for public service, a tradi-
tion that Mr. Pimer may have started 
in 1955 when he enlisted in the Navy.”

Although last year’s parade was 
postponed because of the coronavirus, 

See Parade, page 15

Corso, Pimer to lead Memorial Day parade

Audubon Society gives 1st-ever
award for efforts at Sandy Point

The city’s decade-long effort to preserve wildlife at Sandy Point has earned it a first-ever award by the Audubon Society.

It’s a fi rst, and it is a good 
thing for the city. Due to ef-
forts to preserve bird sanctu-
aries along Sandy Point, the 
Audubon Society honored 
West Haven with its fi rst-ever 
“Share the Shore” Award. In 
making the announcement, 
the director of the Audubon 
Society’s bird conservation 
program was eff usive.

“In 2013, ten years after rec-
ognizing Sandy Point as an of-
fi cial Important Bird Area, we 
put out a call for volunteers to 
teach beachgoers about keep-
ing a safe distance from nest-
ing birds and chicks. The City 
of West Haven provided space 
for volunteer training and a 
local resident off ered up her 
garage for storing materials. 
This one eff ort was so success-
ful that after two years, the 
bulk of Sandy Point visitors 
had learned how to protect 
vulnerable species like Piping 
Plovers. And that’s just one 

See Award, page 8
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The artist known as Keegan, a fi rst-grader at Pagels, is look-
ing for the warm weather to bring butt erfl ies.

2006 -- The Three Gorges 
Dam is offi  cially opened. The 
hydroelectric dam is the 
world’s largest power station 
in terms of installed capac-
ity. Despite its benefi ts, the 
project remains controversial 
because it fl ooded archeo-
logical and cultural sites and 
displaced some 1.3 million 
people.
1983 -- In South Africa, a 

car bomb planted by anti-
Apartheid activists kills 19. 
The Church Street Bomb-
ing was carried out by the 
military wing of the African 
National Congress (ANC). 
It was one of the bloodiest 
chapters in the ANC’s long 
and diffi  cult struggle against 
racial segregation and op-
pression in South Africa.
1940 -- The fi rst prisoners 

arrive at Auschwitz  concen-
tration camp. Auschwitz  was 
the biggest extermination 
camp during World War II. 
From 1940 to 1945, the Nazi 
regime murdered at least 1.1 
million people here.
1927 -- Charles Lindbergh 

takes off  on the fi rst solo 
non-stop transatlantic fl ight. 
He departed from Long Is-
land in the United States and 
arrived in Paris, France at 
22:22 on the next day.
1873 -- Blue jeans are 

patented. Levi Strauss and 
Jacob Davis invented the gar-
ment, which today represents 
one of the most popular types 
of trousers worldwide.
Births
1971 -- Tony Stewart, Ameri-

can race car driver.
1946 – Cher, American sing-

er-songwriter, actress, pro-
ducer, director.
1944 Joe Cocker, English 

singer-songwriter.
1915 -- Moshe Dayan, Israeli 

general, politician, 5th Minis-
ter of Foreign Aff airs for Is-
rael).
1799 -- Honoré de Balzac. 

French author, playwright.
Deaths
2012 -- Robin Gibb, English 

singer-songwriter, producer.
2002 -- Stephen Jay Gould, 

American paleontologist.
1896 -- Clara 

Schumann,German pianist, 
composer.
1834 -- Gilbert du Mo-

tier, Marquis de Lafayett e, 
French general.
1506 -- Christopher 

Columbus, Italian explorer, 
discovered the Americas.
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Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516

Bus: 203-932-0591

|    A Partner in the Community

Home is the place where you feel safe. For the 
University of New Haven, West Haven has been 
home since 1960. That’s why from the very early days 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, we put a plan in place to 
safeguard the health and well being of our students 
and, by extension — West Haven residents. 

“To be a student during this time is to truly become 

a Charger — to care about the community and others 

around you.” — Sofia Martinez ’22, President, USGA

For more information about our reopening, visit: 
newhaven.edu/reopening

A SAFE CAMPUS.  
A SAFE COMMUNITY.

Boat parade marks centennial on June 12
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
A fl eet of more than 100 

boats is expected to set sail 
and parade across the West 
Haven seaboard at 1 p.m. June 
12 to christen the community’s 
100th anniversary.

The West Haven Centennial 
Boat Parade, presented by the 
City of West Haven Centen-
nial Celebration Committ ee, 
will pay homage to the com-
munity’s nautical heritage and 
3 miles of publicly accessible 
beaches on Long Island Sound 
— the crown jewels of West 
Haven, Mayor Nancy R. Rossi 
said.

The parade will follow the 
city’s coastline from the jett y 
off  Sandy Point in New Haven 
Harbor to the Oyster River in 
Baybrook, said West Haven 
Harbor Master Robert Pimer, 
who has charted the course for 

the committ ee and will help 
steer the procession.

Rossi is encouraging city 
residents to descend on the 
beaches along Beach Street, 
Captain Thomas Boulevard 
and Ocean Avenue for a front-
row view of the boating spec-
tacle.

“I cannot wait for our resi-
dents to witness this one-of-
a-kind boat parade along our 
very shore,” said Rossi, who 
will join Pimer at the helm 
aboard his harbor master boat. 
“This event is a tribute to the 
enduring history and legacy of 
West Haven as a true maritime 
community.”

Organizer and committ ee 
member John Biancur said he 
expects over 100 boats of vary-
ing sizes to participate in the 
free parade, including motor-
boats, personal watercraft, and 
sailboats from the Prospect 

Beach Fish & Game Club and 
the City Point, Pequonnock, 
Waucoma and West Haven 
yacht clubs.

The procession will also in-
clude rescue boats from the 
West Haven, West Shore and 
City of West Haven Alling-
town fi re departments.

Biancur pointed out that 
the parade is not limited to 
just yacht club members. It 
is open to all watercraft op-
erators, provided they meet at 
the West Haven jett y at 1 p.m. 
and follow the Police Depart-
ment’s patrol boat throughout 
the route.

“The committ ee is reaching 
out to the boating communi-
ty to take part in this unique 
event,” Biancur said. “We are 
also inviting as many people 
as possible to come down to 
our beaches and see our pa-
rade.”

Skippers are asked to deco-
rate their boats in patriotic 
colors, including displaying 
American, Connecticut or 
West Haven fl ags.

The rain date is June 13 at 2 
p.m.

Although the parade will 
celebrate West Haven’s 100th 
anniversary, the offi  cial cen-

tennial kickoff  ceremony is 
June 24. 

Details are still being 
worked on at press time.

The committ ee is planning 
a series of commemorative 
events to observe the 1921 
birth of Connecticut’s young-
est town, said Rossi, the hon-
orary chairman.
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Here we are honey-chile, 
heading into the Memorial 
Day weekend at top speed. 
And as if right on schedule the 
windy conditions that have 
been around the shoreline for 
almost two months fi nally 
gave out. Sweety, it was amaz-
ing how many days the winds 
around here were setch you 
sometimes felt you were gon-
na be knocked off en yore feet. 
But here we are, gett ing ready 
for summer.

Of course, the Mystick 
Maidens of the Marsh have de-
termined they will spend the 
holiday along the Sandy Point 
area. Eff en it’s good enuff  for 
an award from the Audubon 
Society, it must be good en-
uff  fer us. We were rejected, 
once again, in applying fer 
the parade. Some yokel in the 
Actors Colony said a bunch 
of old crones like us prob-
ably couldn’t make the route 
– there might be sumthin’ in 

that. We’ll still be at the pa-
rade. It wouldn’t be Memorial 
Day without it.

Interesting. That’s the only 
woid that comes to mind with 
the news that the Haven is (as 
of this scribing) on the verge 
of being a dedicated “special 
taxation district.” This was 
something that was foisted 
upon the city and state by 
the developers of the projeck 
as a way to pay off  the debt, 
I imagine. Let’s say the state 
sales tax when the stores open 
over there is 6.5%. Well, the 
developers can add another 
percent or even two or more 
eff en they had a hankering. It 
won’t be that much cuz that 
would be retail suicide. The 
hike will probably be a frac-
tion of a percent or something 
like that. Eff en it’s too much 
it’ll cut into the sales.

But, like I said, this litt le 
perk was nowhere in the cards 
when the projeck was foist an-

nounced in 2014. Methinks the 
developers kind o’ know with 
the decline in retail mortar-
and-brick outlets, this might 
be the only way to recoup 
the investment. However, it 
wouldn’t be over the top to 
say that the whole deal is a bit 
of corporate sleight-of-hand. 
I hear-tell they made it know 
the projeck would be delayed 
– maybe a year or so – eff en 
the taxation districk wasn’t 
approved. It got the go-ahead 
from one house of the General 
Assembly, and now awaits – 
at this writing – approval from 
t’other.

~~~
The city got its fi rst-ever fi rst-

ever award. That award given 
to the city for its work at Sandy 
Point by way of the Audubon So-
ciety is the fi rst one ever given 
out. Another town on the ocean 
side of Long Island got a similar 
award, but we are told from those 
in the know, that the city was the 
foist one. Nice to see that we can 
be fi rst in something that isn’t 
political shenanigans or taxes or 
setch.

Some people may say that we’re 
making too much outt a it, but as 
the Wag pointed out when he was 
here last week, in a place where 
the news always seems to be bad, 
ain’t it nice to have something 
positive coming from outside the 
community. I think that sums 
it up perty well. Let’s enjoy the 

fack we can do something right in 
some eyes and leave it at that.

~~~
Speakin’ of the Wag he’s 

kind of excited about the pa-
rade comin’ back. Y’see, he 
like most of us ole timers, 
thinks that a year has been 
taken outt a our lives – maybe 
needlessly – by the powers 
that be, and now that we are 
gett in’ back to normal the pa-
rade is something that is a sign 
o’ that. No, he ain’t a Covid 
denier, jest one who thinks the 
entire thing was overblown – 
jest like Cobina.

But he’s really excited about 
the other parade that’s being 
planned in June. Evidently, 
the city is gonna have a boat 
parade to celebrate the centen-
nial year. It’s really the foist 
setch event to mark the year, 
which is almost half over. 
Boat parades got very popular 
over the last year or two dur-
ing the presidential campaign 
and now they seem to be the 
in-thing when planning a cel-
ebration. 

The fack we’re a shore com-
munity should make it an in-
teresting event. Like I said, the 
Wag is really excited about 
this. Hmmm. Maybe the Mys-
tick Maidens of the Marsh can 
get a boat and join that parade!

~~~
Another sign of gett in’ back 

to normal is the fack the Actors 
Colony is opening up longer with 
new hours. For those not familiar, 
that’s our pet name for City Hall. 
Tennyrate, the new hours are fi ne 
and dandy, but Sammy Bluejay 
got another query.

Before the mother of all shut-
downs, the basement of said City 
Hall housed the Chamber of Com-
merce and the DMV renewal of-
fi ce. That renewal offi  ce has been 
outt a commission, and now we 
hear the equipment has been re-
moved. What gives? They city 
gett in’ the offi  ce was made a big 
deal. Here we are a couple years 
later and it’s out? Maybe City 
Hall – or the thoid fl oor of same 
– should explain whatinhell is go-
ing on.

That was a very convenient 
place for some of us, and it did 
bring pedestrian traffi  c into 
downtown as well. Soooo, the 
query is what gives? 

Eff en yore confused, whilst 
the City Hall was open for city 
business on and off , the Chamber 
offi  ce and the DMV were not al-
lowed to have their personnel in 
the building. Sooo, it’s been more 
than a year. Sammy is wonderin’ 
what is going on, and frankly, so 
is Cobina.

~~~
Nelly Nuthatch was in 

t’other day and sez that it 
seems most of the milling and 
pavin’ done around the berg 
has been perty much complet-
ed. Her traverses around town 
haven’t seen any new areas, 
though there might be some 

she ain’t seen. There were 
places that required some very 
judicious driving in one’s gas-
samobuggy. The raised man-
holes and storm drains were 
something to git around on 
the narrower roads. Eff en you 
had a low clearance on your 
vehicle it could be a very seri-
ous problem eff en you missed 
one or went too fast. Tenny-
rate, it seems like the bulk of 
it is over.

Meanwhile, Nelly did have 
some news about Beach Street. 
It seems a potential buyer is 
being courted to purchase the 
former Chick’s restaurant ad-
jacent to Morse Park. We’re 
hearing a perty hefty purchase 
price, but who knows. Woid 
is – and we never knew this 
– the will of Chick Celentano 
indicated that the purchaser 
would NOT put a restaurant 
there, which is probably the 
reason the property was so 
long in changing hands – or, 
potentially changing hands.

The other fl y in the oint-
ment is the fack that the Beach 
Street length and breadth is up 
for raising the roadbed seven 
feet to eliminate the problems 
seen over there after hurri-
canes. As yew know the man-
made beaches in these parts 
are prone to erosion, and the 
fed’ral government in its wis-
dom don’t allow the recovery 
of sand that is chewed up and 
spit into the water. 

Seven years ago, the ero-
sion was so bad pipes were 
exposed that could have been 
a biiiiggggg problem. The fack 
the plan is to raise the roadbed 
has been a stumbling block for 
some potential buyers who 
don’t want limited access for 
months on end whilst the pro-
jeck is completed. Remember 
the foist part of the projeck 
that raised the roadbed from 
Monahan Pace to Second Av-
enue took about a year to com-
plete and raised havoc in the 
neighborhood.

We’ll see what happens, but 
the good news is someone 
is interested in the property. 
Now eff en they could fi nd 
someone for the former Debo-
nair. That would be a real win-
win.

~~~
And as a fi nal tidbit, people in 

these parts are still wonderin’ 
who the GOP’s “mystery man” 
is. Back about a month ago, a sto-
ry in the local papyrus indicated 
that the leadership of the GOP 
was courtin’ some candidate that 
is considerin’ running for the 
mayoralty in the next election. 
But there was some discussions 
going on that precluded the lead-
ership from giving away who that 
persona might be.

Here we are a month later, and 
people are still wonderin’. We 
shall see. With that bit o’ chatt er, 
I’ll close mitt  luff  und kizzez,

Dear Felicia

Cobina
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Dear Eleanore Turkington:
After reading the May 6 is-

sue of Gripe Vine, I agree with 
Ruth Lombardi about open-
ing the Senior Center.  We 
need to get the Senior Center 
open with activities, especial-
ly exercises.  I think you will 
fi nd West Haven Seniors with 
agreement with all the other 
towns like Milford and Or-
ange that have opened their 
centers.  

Yes, please continue to in-
clude seniors in your articles. 
Thank you for all that you do.

Marilyn Ferguson
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

Hi: I saw your info in the 
West Haven Voice.  I am a se-
nior in West Haven and am 
very interested in having se-
nior programs in our town.  I 
would like to see the senior 
center re-open and off er pro-
grams and classes. Also, I RE-
ALLY hope the pool can re-
open in the near future.  I was 
a regular swimmer at the noon 
hour and hope to see that it 
can be off ered soon. Thank 
you for your help.

Karen Leach
Dear Marilyn and Karen:

Thank you for your opinion 
on the need for a senior cen-
ter opening in West Haven. I 
am encouraging all interested 
seniors to email me at gripe-
vine4wh@aol.com or write to 
Gripe Vine c/o West Haven 
Voice, 840 Boston Post Road, 
West Haven  06516.  In my last 
column I noted a reply from 
Council Woman Robin Watt  
Hamilton who stated, “I will 
be happy to bring this concern 
to the new Director of Elderly 
Service when hired.”  Now, 
my suggestion is for Mayor 
Nancy Rossi to look into this 
inquiry and respond to Gripe 
Vine readers on the possibil-

ity of gett ing ‘The show on 
the Road” and to provide the 
West Haven Seniors the op-
portunity to visit and enjoy a 
West Haven Senior Center.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

I would like to give the 
heavy pick-up crews a head’s 
up for a job well done. I have 
seen some of that stuff , you 
either needed a crane or brute 
power to do the job. You must 
have been sore after the job 
was done, lots of Ben Gay, 
heat lamps and heating pads 
and still picked up trash a cou-
ple of days after. Again, a job 
well done, good going guys!

Ralph Ferrucci
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

Why hasn’t our Ninth Dis-
trict Councilman done any-
thing about illegal trucks on 
Jones Hill Road and a dump-
ster on Bellevue and Howard 
Avenues?  

GK Hillside Avenue 
Dear GK:

I forwarded your questions 
to your District Councilman 
Robert Bruneau who replied, 
“Illegal trucks on Jones Hill 
Road: I have spent a consid-
erable amount of time on ad-
dressing this concern and 
have personally visited this 
area with representatives of 
the West Haven Police Depart-
ment’s Traffi  c division and 
have not encountered any of 
these trucks parked on the 
side of the road as reported.  
I would advise any resident 
who witnesses this to contact 
the West Haven Police Depart-
ment’s non-emergency num-
ber and direct their concern to 
Sgt. Salvatore D’Amato, who I 
have been in constant contact 
with, so that they can address 
these instances immediately 
as they occur.

As far as the dumpsters on 

Bellevue and Howard Avenue, 
fi rst it is important to point 
out that these two locations, 
which I have personally in-
spected on multiple occasions 
are in fact homes with storage 
containers in the driveway not 
dumpsters as reported.  I have 
been in contact with the build-
ing department as well as the 
zoning offi  cials who have also 
visited both properties and 
spoke with the homeowners, 
respectively.  One property 
is under renovations and the 
container is holding furniture 
and the other is being used to 
mediate a fl ood incident with-
in the home.  Lloyd Adams of 
the Building Department for 
the City of West Haven has 
assured me both homeowners 
will have their respective situ-
ations solved and the contain-

ers removed in June.
I think it is important for 

residents to remember that 
containers and dumpsters are 
used for many diff erent ac-
tivities within the 9th district 
from home renovations to 
temporary storage needs and 
while they might temporarily 
aff ect “curb appeal” the items 
are not permanent.

Thank you for reaching out 
and assure you that the resi-
dent of the City of West Haven 
and in the 9th District are my 

primary concern. I work dili-
gently every single day to ad-
dress their concerns and serve 
them to the best of my abili-
ties.”

~~~
If you have a gripe, concern 

or issue write to gripevine-
4wh@aol.com or mail your 
concerns to Gripe Vine c/o 
West Haven Voice, 840 Boston 
Post Road, West Haven 06516. 
Please include your name, ad-
dress and phone number, kept 
in strict confi dence with me.ELEANORE TURKINGTON
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Burials ~  Cremation  ~  Pre Planning 

Keenan Funeral Home 

238 Elm Street, West Haven        330 Notch Hill Road, North Branford 

                  (203) 933-1217                  (203) 481-3217 

Serving New Haven County &  the Shoreline Communities for over 100 years 

At Keenan Funeral Home we work with ever  family’s budget to 
give your loved one the dig ified memorial they deser e. 

www.keenanfuneralhome.com   wecare@keenanfuneralhome.com 

     Live st eaming available 
cost   at no additional  

Philip M. Appell 

Funeral Director & Managing Partner 

phil.appell@carriageservices.com 

Jodie R. Vogt 

Funeral Director 

jodel.vogt@carriageservices.com 
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A Memorial Day prayer
Memorial Day was begun as a way to honor the 

Civil War dead in the 1880s. Known as Decoration 
Day until fairly recently, it is a way for the nation 
to remember all those who fi ght for the nation, and 
especially those who pay the ultimate price.

With our fi ghting men and women in harm’s way, 
and forces in this nation looking to subvert our his-
tory, culture and institutions, this Memorial Day 
takes on a special meaning. 

It will be a bittersweet reminder that many thou-
sands are away from home, serving the nation in far-
off lands. 

We think of no greater editorial opinion than ex-
pressing the hope they return to us safely.

We make that opinion known by means of a hymn 
known to us all, though slightly changed to include 
all the services. 

The Navy Hymn, known also as Eternal Father, 
Strong to Save, was written by Englishman William 
Whiting. It became the U.S. Navy’s hymn soon after, 
and no service in the Naval Academy Chapel at An-
napolis concludes without its singing. 

It was revised in the Missionary Prayer Book in the 
1930s to the version we show here. 

Sung to John B. Dykes stirring tune, Melita, it is 
a favorite of all denominations, and gained a bitter-
sweet resurgence during the days following the as-
sassination of President John Kennedy. 

We present it in an ecumenical version as the hope 
of all, no matter what creed or religion one follows 
will take a moment to offer a prayer for those, living 
and deceased, who have given of themselves to pro-
tect the freedoms and rights we hold so dearly each 
and every day.
Eternal Father, strong to save,
Whose arm hath bound the restless 
wave,
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep
Its own appointed limits keep:
O hear us when we cry to Thee
For those in peril on the sea.

O God, the Lord of hill and plain
O’er which our traffi c runs amain,
By mountain pass or valley low:
Where ever, Lord, Thy brethren go,
Protect them by they guarding hand
From every peril on the land.

O Spirit, whom the father sent, 
To spread abroad the fi rmament:
O Wind of Heaven, by Thy might
Save all who dare the eagle’s fl ight,
And keep them by the watchful care
From every peril in the air.

Almighty God of Love and Power, 
Our brethren shield in danger’s hour;
From rock and tempest, fi re and foe,
Protect them wheresoe’er they go;
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee
Glad praise from air and land and 
sea. Amen.

By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
Joe Biden has a New Deal 

for America’s kids.
He wants to spend more 

than $225 billion on child-care 
for infants and toddlers, and 
$200 billion for free, universal 
preschool for 3- and 4-year-
olds. 

This is being hailed as a so-
cial revolution that will fi nally 
bring the United States in line 
with other advanced democra-
cies. 

In reality, it’s a program 
that shows a pronounced 
class bias. And since it is heed-
less of the experience of other 
such mass programs in the 
United States and around the 
world, the Biden approach is 
also likely to fail to achieve its 
goals. 

It’s just not true, as the 
Biden program assumes, that 
parents of young children are 
eager to shutt le them off  to in-
dustrialized daycare or pre-K 
programs. 

An extensive survey for the 
populist thinktank American 
Compass found a stark class 
divide in how couples think 
about child care. The survey 
asked couples if they preferred 
to have one parent working 
full time while the other par-
ent provides child-care in the 
home, or to have both parents 

working and using child-care 
full time. One parent working 
was the preference of strong 
majorities of working-class 
(68%) and lower-class couples 
(58%), with a plurality of mid-
dle-class couples (38%) agree-
ing. Only a plurality of upper-
class couples preferred the 
child-care option (44%). 

So, Biden is talking about 
using taxpayer dollars to cre-
ate as a default an arrange-
ment that most parents would 
rather avoid. 

Then, there are outcomes. In 
a paper earlier this year for the 
Manhatt an Institute, research-
er Max Eden reviewed the lit-
erature. 

The programs that have 
produced the most remark-
able positive outcomes over 
the years tend to be small, ex-
pensive, and very diffi  cult to 
replicate. 

On the other side of the led-
ger, there’s the Quebec Family 
Policy. The Canada province 
developed a crash program 
in the late 1990s that rapidly 
expanded child-care with 
generally deleterious eff ects. 
Researchers found increased 
behavioral, social, and health 
problems for the kids, and in-
terestingly, worse outcomes 
for parents, too. The results 
were, in the words of one au-
thoritative study, “striking in 

their consistent indication of 
a substantial negative impact 
of universal child-care on chil-
dren in two-parent families.”

The exception in Quebec, 
per another study, was chil-
dren from single-parent fami-
lies, where positive results 
were “particularly large for 
individuals at the very bott om 
of the distribution.”

The Quebec outcomes, 
as Eden notes, accord with 
what’s been found elsewhere 
-- child care is best for disad-
vantaged children and worst 
for children from two-parent 
families. 

As for pre-K, the largest 
study of Head Start, the fed-
eral program for low-income 
children, found any early ben-
efi ts faded by the third grade. 
Other research has been more 
encouraging. But a rigorous, 
randomized control study of 
low-income kids in an exten-
sive pre-K program in Ten-
nessee showed initial gains 
washed away and then, over 
time, participants had worse 
academic and behavioral out-
comes.

The research of James Heck-
man, a Nobel Prize-winning 
economist at the University of 
Chicago who studied one of 
the most successful programs, 
is often cited by advocates of 

See Lowry, page 7

Biden’s child-care folly
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LEGAL NOTICE

WEST SHORE
FIRE DISTRICT

BUDGET REFERENDUM
VOTE

SATURDAY, MAY 29th, 2021

BAILEY MIDDLE SCHOOL
106 MORGAN LANE

8:00 AM-8:00 PM

Continued from page 6
the Biden plan. In an interview last year, though, Heckman stip-
ulated that he has never supported universal pre-K. He said the 
benefi ts of a loving, engaged family have never been adequately 
measured. 

“Public preschool programs can potentially compensate for the 
home environments of disadvantaged children,” Heckman said. 
“No public preschool program can provide the environments 
and the parental love and care of a functioning family and the 
lifetime benefi ts that ensue.”

All of this would suggest taking a cautious approach focused 
on the least-advantaged kids rather than moving full-speed 
ahead on a massive federal expenditure to get as many kids into 
daycare and pre-K as possible, probably through the existing 
structure of public schools. 

But, in a desperate rush to spend another $4 trillion, Joe Biden 
wants his New Deal for kids -- whether it’s good for them or not. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2021 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Lowry: Biden’s Folly

The City of West Haven Centennial Celebration Committee is 
launching a new series called #FunFactFriday to promote the com-
munity’s 100th anniversary this year. 

It’s fun, and an informative way to learn about the city and its long-
history.

Every Friday, the committee will post tidbits celebrating historical 
events, people and places in West Haven from the past 100 years on 
its offi  cial Facebook page, City of West Haven Centennial Celebra-
tion - 1921-2021.

The page is administered by the city and edited by Dan Shine, one 
of the foremost authorities on West Haven history. Like the page on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/CityofWestHavenCentenni-
alCelebrationCommittee.

The historical facts are compiled from various West Haven Library 
references by staff  members Taylor Cordova and Kiana Arevalo under 
the supervision of Executive Director Colleen Bailie.

The committee is planning a number of commemorative events, 
starting in late June, to observe the 1921 birth of Connecticut’s young-
est town.

#FunFactFriday still ongoing
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example!” said Corrie Folsom-
O’Keefe, director of bird con-
servation for Audubon Con-
necticut.

“Share the Shore” is Audu-
bon’s eff ort to protect fed-
erally and state-threatened 
shorebirds that depend on 
our beaches to nest success-
fully. Every May–August, 
vulnerable species like the 
Piping Plover and American 
Oystercatcher hatch chicks 
on the shores of the Long 

Island Sound and Atlantic 
Coast. Their chicks can weigh 
less than a single scoop of ice 
cream. 

The program unites scien-
tists with local community 
members and leaders who 
love their shorelines and are 
dedicated to improving them 
for birds and people. 

“Thanks to nearly two de-
cades of growing eff orts to 
make their entire shoreline a 
place where vulnerable birds 
can thrive, Audubon is proud 

to present the City of West Ha-
ven with our fi rst-ever “Share 
the Shore Award” in Connect-
icut,” a press release from the 
organization stated.

“The transformation of the 
Sandy Point area and the com-
munity morale has been in-
credible. We started with the 
smaller, manageable projects 
while remaining conscious of 
larger projects so that when 
resources became available, 
we could act,” said Mark Paine 
Jr., director of parks and recre-

ation for the City of West Ha-
ven. “It has given a huge jolt 
of positive energy to the com-
munity. Birders, beachgoers, 
fi shermen, and neighbors all 
enjoy the sanctuary together.”

Mayor Nancy Rossi said the 
award was a community ef-
fort.

“The City of West Haven is 
thrilled to accept Audubon’s 
Share the Shore Award, and we 
especially want to thank those 
local community members 
who helped launch and grow 

this eff ort,” said Mayor Nancy 
R. Rossi. “In 2003, West Ha-
ven residents nominated, and 
Audubon Connecticut recog-
nized, Sandy Point as an Im-
portant Bird Area. Since then 
we have seen volunteers, state 
agencies, students, scouts, and 
more come together to make 
our community safer and 
healthier for people and wild-
life.”

Audubon’s newest science 
shows that the population of 
vulnerable species grows 2 to 
34 times faster at stewardship 
sites, compared to birds in 
protected areas without known 
stewardship. Thanks to their 
commitment to protecting and 
managing their beaches, the 
City of West Haven has helped 
turn Sandy Point into a haven 
for beachgoers and vulnerable 
wildlife.

“On behalf of the many 
volunteers who have worked 
tirelessly to provide native 
plantings which benefi t beach-
nesting birds and wildlife, 
while also continually main-
taining the Sandy Point Bird 
Sanctuary, we are extremely 
excited and proud to see that 
our eff orts are being recog-
nized with the Share the Shore 
Award being presented to 
the city of West Haven,” said 
Georgianna Jett e, long-term 
volunteer.

The Menunkatuck Chapter 
of the Society has worked with 
the city during the last decade 
to help guide the sanctuary 
project.

“Thanks to the City of West 
Haven’s interest in improv-
ing habitat for birds and other 
wildlife, Menunkatuck Audu-
bon Society has been able to 
install eight Osprey platforms 
in the marshes of Old Field 
Creek, Cove River, and Oyster 
River. Working with the West 
Haven Watershed Restoration 
Committ ee and the Wildlife 
Guards, we have removed 
invasive plants and replaced 
them with native ones.”

“This past winter we were 
able to install monofi lament 
fi shing line recycling bins 
at seven locations along the 
shore. The bins will help pre-
vent birds from dying after 
becoming entangled in dis-
carded fi shing line.”

“The City understands 
the importance of sharing 
the shore, and we congratu-
late them on a well-deserved 
award,” said Dennis Riordan, 
president of the Menunkatuck 
Audubon Society. 

West Haven City Council Legal Notice

The City Council of the City of West Haven will 
hold a Public Hearing for Comment May 24, 
2021 at 6:55 P.M.  via the following method.  This 
meeting will be held via electronic methods in ac-
cordance with Rule #30. This hearing is regard-
ing modifying the OPEB Trust Ordinance as fol-
lows:

Section 1. In accordance with Conn. Gen. Stat. 
§ 7-450(a), the City of West Haven (“City”) shall 
establish a trust to provide for other post-employ-
ment benefi ts of the City’s retired employees and 
their qualifi ed dependents (other than pension 
benefi ts) including employees in the Department 
of Fire Protection, also known as the City of West 
Haven Fire Department Allingtown, which may 
include medical, dental and vision insurance, 
and such other benefi ts as the City may provide 
in the future, known as the City of West Haven 
Retiree Medical Program Trust (“OPEB Trust”); 

Section 2. The Trustee of the OPEB Trust shall 
be the Personnel Director for the City or the Fi-
nance Director. 

Section 3. The City Council of the City may 
amend or terminate the OPEB Trust at any time 
and from time to time in is discretion. The Plan 
Administrator shall be the Finance Director of the 
City, or his or her designee who shall be respon-
sible for instructing the Trustee in the disburse-
ment of benefi ts of the OPEB Trust.  

Visit https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5c-
M1trmHe999FXNJ56X_Jg to watch the meet-
ing live. In order to submit comment, please mail 
to West Haven City Council, 355 Main Street 
West Haven, CT 06516. Comments may also be 
emailed to mdimassa@westhaven-ct.gov. Com-
ments must be received by 5:00 P.M. on May 24 
to be read into the record. 

Stacy Riccio
Clerk of the Council

West Haven City Council Legal Notice

The City Council of the City of West Haven will 
hold a Public Hearing for Comment May 24, 
2021 at 6:50 P.M.  via the following method.  This 
meeting will be held via electronic methods in ac-
cordance with Rule #30. This hearing is regard-
ing the approval of the 2021 State of Connecticut 
Neighborhood Participation Program.

West Haven Community House     $114,800.00
West Haven Child Development   $15,000.00
Ward-Heitmann House Museum Foundation, 
Inc.
             $25,000.00

Visit https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5c-
M1trmHe999FXNJ56X_Jg to watch the meet-
ing live. In order to submit comment, please mail 
to West Haven City Council, 355 Main Street 
West Haven, CT 06516. Comments may also be 
emailed to mdimassa@westhaven-ct.gov. Com-
ments must be received by 5:00 P.M. on May 24 
to be read into the record. 

Stacy Riccio
Clerk of the Council

 West Haven City Council Legal Notice

The City Council of the City of West Haven will 
hold a Public Hearing for Comment May 24, 
2021 at 6:45 P.M.  via the following method.  This 
meeting will be held via electronic methods in ac-
cordance with Rule #30. This hearing is regard-
ing the modifying the C.D.A. Program Year 46 
Budget as follows:
PY 46

($200,000) 
 Department of Engineering, Sanitary Sewer
 Installation

$120,000
Asbestos Removal Carrigan School

$ 64,000
West Haven Community House
Fire Alarm System Renovation

$  16,000
Living Word Ministries, Architectural services for 
a development plan for the   FYI Building

Visit https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5c-
M1trmHe999FXNJ56X_Jg to watch the meet-
ing live. In order to submit comment, please mail 
to West Haven City Council, 355 Main Street 
West Haven, CT 06516. Comments may also be 
emailed to mdimassa@westhaven-ct.gov. Com-
ments must be received by 5:00 P.M. on May 24 
to be read into the record. 

Stacy Riccio
Clerk of the Council

Award: City’s efforts recognized by society

Musuem open
The West Haven Veter-

ans Museum, 30 Hood Ter-
race is now open Wednesday 
through Saturday, 10-2. For 
more information, call (203) 
934-1111  or email, whmilmu-
seum@snet.net.

  Legal NoticesLegal Notices
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@TheShopsatYale

Convenient
Parking

Details at TheShopsatYale.com/ArtStroll

Enjoy a self-guided art stroll in historic downtown New Haven through the Broadway, Chapel 
and Whitney-Audubon Districts. View 30 storefront window designs hand painted by local artists. 

Vote on your favorites to win gift cards and enjoy the sounds of live music by local musicians 
on Saturdays, 12-4pm. Artwork installations take place on Saturday, May 15 (rain date 5/16).

May 15 - June 27

SPEND $25
OR MORE IN MAY

AND RECEIVE A FREE
EXTRA LARGE COOKIE
TheShopsatYale.com

Apple Oil Company, Star Distributors, Inc., and West Haven 
Councilman Barry Lee Cohen have joined together to hold a 
“West Haven Barks and Meows,” animal food and supplies 
drive to be held on Saturday, May 22 at the Off -Shore Restau-
rant & Lounge parking lot from 10-1. All donations will benefi t 
the West Haven Animal Shelter.

Located at 852 Jones Hill Road, the restaurant’s parking lot 
provides a safe, socially distanced opportunity for the local 
community to donate to the West Haven Animal Shelter. Wear-
ing facemasks and gloves, event volunteers will be at the ready, 
requesting that drivers pop open their trunks for quick retrieval 
of donations.

Items highly coveted by the animal shelter include dog, cat, 
and kitt en food (wet and dry), dog and cat treats, cat litt er, dog 
toys (for tough chewers), bully sticks, cat beds, slip leads, pee 
pads, and feliway diff users.

Checks made payable to West Haven Animal Shelter will also 
be accepted.

Cohen said selling the idea was easly.
“Both  Sam Livieri, Jr., President of Apple Oil, and Tony Gal-

lo, President of Star Distributors, enthusiastically signed up to 
sponsor this event. Both lead long-established and respected 
West Haven businesses that have a proud history of supporting 
charitable causes throughout our community. Apple and Star 
are just two more reasons why West Haven rocks,” he said. 

Last November, Yale West Campus and Cohen sponsored 
a “West Haven Rocks WHEAT” food drive where more than 
3,000 pounds of food and over $2500 was collected on behalf 
of the West Haven Emergency Assistance Task Force.  Mark 
Laoue, owner of Off -Shore Restaurant also provided his prem-
ises for and a donation to this successful event. Cohen praised 
the businessowner.

“Mark never says no. He always asks, ‘How can I help?’ He 
is a low-key guy with an unwavering commitment to West Ha-
ven,” Cohen said.  

Further information may be obtained by contacting Cohen at 
 (203) 645-2913; bcohen@westhaven-ct.gov.

‘Barks and Meows’ drive
to supply Animal Shelter
with food, items, May 22
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Are you a parent looking for a 
high-quality pre-school in West Haven?

We Are Here For You

West Haven Community House
www.whcommunityhouse.org 

203-934-5221 Call Today! West Haven Community House
Established 1941

Head Start is a high-quality 
school readiness program 
for children ages 3 to 
5 from income eligible 
families. The program 
gives children a “Head 

their growth and 

learning environment. 

Every Child Deserves A

HEAD START In Life!

City resident Michelle Caprio is ready to lead this year’s Walk to End Alzheimer’s.

Michelle Caprio
to chair annual
Alzheimer Walk

The Alzheimer’s Association Connecticut Chapter is pleased 
to announce that Michelle Caprio will chair the 2021 Greater 
New Haven Walk to End Alzheimer’s.

For the new chairman, working for the end of this disease isn’t 
just a time for doing some public service, it’s a personal quest.

“My Mother passed away at age 70 from several complica-
tions including early onset dementia. There were times she did 
not know who we were, but she would still smile her beauti-
ful smile, tell jokes, laugh and for those times we were beyond 
grateful. Although Mom’s decline took its toll on us, we did our 
best to keep life simple, focus on keeping Mom comfortable, be 
supportive every day and take care of ourselves as caregivers,” 
she said.

Losing her mother wasn’t just losing a parent, it was losing a 
member of the family who kept things together. 

She was our rock,” Caprio says. “I am beyond humbled to 
chair the Greater New Haven Walk to End Alzheimer’s to raise 
awareness and funds for such an important cause.”

Born and raised in West Haven, Caprio enjoys being part of 
a strong community. She was PTA President in several schools, 
ran a health and wellness fair for elementary-aged students and 
their families, founded and organized a Day of Caring at the 
First Congregational Church of West Haven and gathers hats, 
gloves and gift cards to give to homeless and insecure families. 
This will be her ninth year taking part in the Walk to End Al-
zheimer’s.

The Alzheimer’s Association Greater New Haven Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s will take place in person, on Sept. 26 at Ken Strong 
Stadium in West Haven. We invite everyone to join us at this 
inspiring, empowering event to end Alzheimer’s disease. Please 
consider registering your team today by clicking here.

The Alzheimer’s Association Walk to End Alzheimer’s® is 
the world’s largest event to raise awareness and funds for Al-
zheimer’s care, support and research programs. On Walk day, 
participants will honor those aff ected by Alzheimer’s disease 
with Promise Flowers during the poignant Promise Garden 
Ceremony – a moving display of hope to represent the personal 
reasons participants join together to fi ght Alzheimer’s.

Working as the new chairman of the walk, Caprio is putt ing 
much of herself and her mother at the center of her purpose. 
With the purpose solidifi ed, she then wants others to get the 
help and suppport they need.

Caprio says, “My goal and mission is to give it all I’ve got and 
then some to help others. Everything I do, I do in honor of my 
Mom. Together we can make a diff erence.”  

There are more than 80,000 people living with Alzheimer’s in 
Connecticut and twice as many caregivers, most providing un-
paid care.
If you would like to form a team or donate to Michelle’s team, 
Grandmas Angels, please visit www.act.Alz.org

Center for Disability Rights, 369 Highland St., is sponsor-
ing two COVId-19 vaccine clinics. The fi rst clinic is today, May 
20, from noon-6 at Una lgesia para la Ciudad, 99 East Pearl St. 
New Haven; the second Wednesday, May 26,noon-6 at the CDR 
headquarter, 369 Highland St. Both clinics will be accessible for 
people for people needing an accommodation If there are any 
specifi c accommodations needed, please contact Rick Famigliet-
ti at 203-934 7077 ext.15.

Center hosting vaccine clinics
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Tedesco beats Covid to film latest project
Former West Haven  resi-

dent and fi lmmaker Lisa Marie 
Tedesco has fi nished principal 
photography on her third in-
dependent fi lm that was shot 
on location on the Southern 
Connecticut State University 
campus at the John Lyman 
Center for the Performing Arts 
in early April. 

The fi lm, entitled SPIN, was 
by the fi lmmaker “A true testa-
ment of what could be safely 
produced in the time of the 
Covid-19 pandemic that has 
raged the state and country for 
over a year.” 

Tedesco, a senior at SCSU in 
the Cinema and Media Studies 
department, presented an in-
dependent study outline and 
was granted permission to ex-
ecute the fi lm on site. 

Using Lyman as the central 
location of the fi lm, Tedesco 
transformed the theatre into 
her own personal Hollywood 
sound stage, enlisting the help 
of a full production design 
crew to design and build a set. 

“I knew I had the itch and 
the need to get back on set,” 
said Tedesco. “But I also want-
ed to make sure we could ef-
fectively put a production on 
with a smaller budget and also 
keep everyone safe during the 
current Covid-19 pandemic.” 

Tedesco’s initial shoot dates 
were placed on temporary 
hold when a Covid scare upset 
her plans. It turned out to be 
a false positive test result and 
shooting resumed two weeks 
later. 

“We took a chance and that 
chance has this consequence. I 
will always take the safety and 
health of my cast and crew se-
riously,” said Tedesco. “So, I 
did what I had to do and shut 
it down immediately.”

Once plans were fi gured out 
with the location and cast and 
crew being re-tested, shoot-
ing resumed several weeks 
later. Tedesco wrapped Easter 
weekend of this year. 

Spin follows high school 
drama club seniors Abigail 
(Courtney St. Gelais) and Sky 
(Sierra Berkeley Fisher) as 
they say their fi nal farewells 
to the stage they loved over 
four years, while lett ing their 
desires for one another surface 
at the cast party. 

Their fi nal moment together 
is continuously interrupted by 
fellow senior Jordan (JahDey 
Wright) who obliviously must 
always remain in the spotlight. 

The fi lm draws upon her 
political views, which she says 
pervades much of the opus.

“I actually wrote this in a 
couple hours. I knew I wanted 
to make something Shake-
speare-voice-over heavy that 
also included a queer sto-
ryline,” said Tedesco. “I rep-
resent the LGBTQ commu-
nity in every litt le thing I do. 
Representation Matt ers and I 

wanted my third fi lm to have 
that thrust upon the screen, 
she said

This is not the fi rst time her 
views on sexuality and politics 
tinted her work.

“My other fi lms are also 
queer and it’s very important 
to have authentic stories for 
people in our community to 
identify with. With the two 
leads [St. Gelais and Fisher] 
I found it incredibly easy to 
direct and work with them. 
They’re both lovely and tal-
ented actors with extensive 
Shakespeare training,” she 
said. 

Spin is now in post-produc-
tion and is set to make a lim-
ited fi lm festival run before 
heading to streaming services.

To learn more, go to www.
ladyfi lmmedia.com.

Tedesco is a 2004 graduate of 
West Haven High School, and 
has wanted to att end a school 
with a fi lm department. With 
graduation soon, she will real-
ize that long dream.

Submitted Photos

Film-maker Lisa Tedesco, 
a 2004 graduate of WHHS, 
has completed her degree at 
SCSU. With Covid making 
a regular shooting sched-
ule difficult, she limited her 
sets and scenes to the Lyman 
Center on the SCSU campus. 
Top -- She is shown direct-
ing a scene at the center. Be-
low -- She observes the ac-
tion through a screen during 
shooting.
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The new City Standard proposed by P&Z Commissioner Steven R. Mullins was designed by 
by graphic artist Allen Garlock.

Mullins proposes new flag to mark centennial
Planning and Zoning Com-

missioner Steven R. Mullins 
proposed the adoption of a 
new Standard Flag for the 
City of West Haven during the 
public session at last week’s 
City Council meeting.  Mullins 
said that he is hoping the fl ag 
will be considered before the 
city’s Centennial celebrations 
in the fall. 

The design depicts the 13 
stars of the original colonies, 
the Connecticut State Flag, 
the Union Jack honoring brav-
ery and compassion of Brit-
ish Army Adjutant William 
Campbell, who is credited 
for saving the life of the Rev, 
Noah Webster, Pastor of the 
First Congregational Church 
during the Batt le of New Hav-
en on July 5, 1779, the old West 
Haven Town Hall to represent 
old West Haven and the West 

Haven City Seal in the center.
“After presenting my 

thoughts on the banner to 
graphic designer Allen Gar-
lock of West Haven, he came 
up with the design.” said Mul-
lins  

The year 2021 marks the 
100th anniversary of the Town 
of West Haven becoming and 
independent, self-governing 
municipality.  Prior to that, 
West Haven was a borough of 
the Town of Orange.  

By an act of the State Legis-
lature, the newly incorporated 
town was able to elect it’s own 
Board of Selectmen and Repre-
sentative Town Meeting mem-
bers. The town evolved into 
the City of West Haven and 
began electing a mayor and a 
13-member City Council. 

The council took the sug-
gestion, but there is no word 

on what action will be taken. 
Mullins is hoping to spur in-
terest in the new design.

The city’s current fl ag is a 
yellow fi eld with the city seal 
in the center, still a part of 
Mullin’s new design. It was 

designed to highlight the Brit-
ish invasion of 1779, and the 
historical events surround-
ing it Thomas Painter, whose 
family played a large role in 
the Reveolutionary period, 
is shown spott ing the British 

fl eet as it enters New Haven 
Harbor, he is perched near 
Savin Rock.

At presstime no information 
was forthcoming as to how the 
council is going to handle the 
proposal.

City Hall announces new hours
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
In accordance with state and 

local COVID-19 guidelines, 
Mayor Nancy R. Rossi 
has enhanced the phased 
reopening of City Hall to 
better serve residents.

Earlier this week, City 
Hall’s phase one reopening 
expanded to include 
additional hours and offices 
for in-person appointments on 
the first floor, Rossi said.

Phase two, which includes 
in-person appointments for 
second-floor offices, will take 
effect Monday, she said.

Under phase one, City Hall 
will be open for business 
Monday through Friday by 

appointment only and limited 
to the first floor.

Residents can make an 
appointment for the Building 
Department, assessor’s office, 
tax office and city clerk’s 
office from 9:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. weekdays by contacting 
the office at https://www.
c i t y o f w e s t h a v e n . c o m /
directory.aspx. Appointments 
should be made by 3 p.m. the 
previous day.

Because the registrar of 
voters office operates on a 
part-time basis, residents can 
make an appointment from 
9:30 a.m. to noon Monday 
and Friday and from 9:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday by 

contacting the office at https://
www.cityofwesthaven.com/
directory.aspx. Appointments 
should be made by 3 p.m. the 
previous day.

Those unable to make an 
appointment inside City 
Hall can do business at the 
service windows outside the 
assessor’s and tax offices on 
the Campbell Avenue side of 
the building and the window 
outside the city clerk’s office 
on the Savin Avenue side.

Under phase two, City 
Hall will be open for business 
Monday through Friday by 
appointment only and limited 
to the first and second floors.

To enter City Hall for an 
appointment, visitors must use 
the west entrance on the Savin 
Avenue side, wear face masks 
and show ID to the security 
guard, Health Director 
Maureen B. Lillis said. Visitors 
must sign in with the guard, 
noting the time and location of 
the appointment, and sign out 
when business is done. They 
must also maintain social 
distancing, including staying 
6 feet away from others, Lillis 
said.

Residents are encouraged 
to continue using online 
payments and the drop box 
at the 355 Main St. entrance of 
City Hall.

To request a free recycling 
bin, call the Department of 
Public Works at (203) 937-
3585. A staff member will 
leave a bin with the guard at 
the west entrance.



Historian’s corner                                  Historian’s corner                                  By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

Thursday, May 20, 2021 - Page 13WEST HAVEN VOICE

 !"#$ %&"!'()"*

Dan Shine is a columnist for 
the West Haven Voice, and 
former historian of the First 
Congregational Church.

Part VII
“Today—West Haven a 

town—tomorrow, a city.”
  --From the Town Crier, 1961
 It seems that the best way 

to conclude this series on West 
Haven’s centennial as an entity 
unto itself would be to pause 
and recall one last chapter in 
the story.

 As previously related, as of 
1921 West Haven had finally 
become a town in its own 
right, and was no longer part 
of some other locality.  As one 
of the oldest sett lements in the 
state, it was ironically the last 
one to incorporate as a town.

 For the next forty years, West 
Haven continued to grow and 
develop steadily through the 
Roaring Twenties, the Great 
Depression, World War II and 
the onset of the Cold War.  The 
town att racted new families, 
and new housing develop-
ments began to spring up here 
and there.  New schools were 
built to serve the educational 
needs of developing young 
families.  Signifi cant industrial 
expansion took place.  Along 
Campbell Avenue the main 
shopping thoroughfare, resi-
dents could easily satisfy their 
every need, from automo-

biles and appliances to cloth-
ing, furniture, entertainment, 
sporting goods and groceries 
of most any kind.  Clearly, 
West Haven was going places.

 In accordance with all 
of this, the year 1961 began 
with discussion of a new 
Charter Commission and 
the development of a brand-
new City Charter.  Should 
they hire a city manager, or 
replace the Board of Selectman 
with a mayor in an executive 
function?  

All of this and many more 
details were debated and the 
results were set down in the 

form of a proposed city char-
ter which was the subject of a 
referendum on June 27 of that 
year.  

By a fi ve to one plurality, 
the charter was approved, and 
West Haven would become a 
city with a mayor at the helm.  

In a subsequent election, 
Gregory Morrissey, the young 
Democrat who was then serv-
ing a term as fi rst selectman 
of the town, became mayor of 
the city.  He was sworn in on 
New Year’s Day, 1962 during 
ceremonies at Harry M. Bailey 
Junior High School.  

At last, West Haven’s tran-
sition—from small farming 
sett lement, to village, to bor-
ough, to town, and fi nally to 
city—was complete.

Then-frist-selectman Greg Morrissey is shown accepting a flag following a drive by the 
WHPD. Morrissey was a driving force in the effort to convert Wsst Haven from one of the old-
est settlements in Connecticut to one of the newest cities. Eventually, Morrissey was elected 
the city’s first mayor when that transformation took place. 

Mayor Nancy R. Rossi and her staff  invite residents to partici-
pate in a virtual town hall meeting on Zoom at 6 p.m. June 1.

The community event is aimed at fostering communication 
and transparency between City Hall and West Haven residents.

Residents can join the virtual town hall at the following Zoom 
link: htt ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/9493755050. The meeting ID is 
9493755050. The meeting is sponsored by the mayor’s offi  ce and 
the University of New Haven Mayor’s Advisory Commission, 
a collaborative, student-driven task force founded in 2015 to 
strengthen town-gown relations.

The MAC is led by Killian Gruber, a junior studying political 
science, and adviser Chris Haynes, an associate professor of po-
litical science and national security.

All members of the community are encouraged to participate 
in the town hall and ask questions. The moderators are UNH 
student Cassie Napoli and Haynes.

Participants can send questions before the meeting by email 
to cnapo1@unh.newhaven.edu or chaynes@newhaven.edu. 
They can also ask questions on Zoom by using the “Raise Hand” 
function. Those watching the town hall on Facebook Live can 
also submit questions. Participants are allowed one question 
with a one-minute time limit. At the beginning of the question, 
they must state their name and the subject of their question, with 
all comments related to the city or government of West Haven.

Moderators will use the “Thumbs Up” function to give the 
person speaking a 10-second warning. Participants must keep 
all dialogue courteous and respectful.

Virtual town hall slated
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City Hall gets 
charging kiosk 

Mayor Nancy R. Rossi and city grants 
writer Doug Colter join seniors of the 
electrical department at Eli Whitney 
Technical High School in the parking lot 
of City Hall on May 6. The student elec-
tricians, instructed by department head 
and master electrician Mike Siefk er, in-
stalled West Haven’s fi rst charging kiosk 
for electric cars. The 240-volt charger was 
donated by Enfi eld manufacturer Con-
trol Module Inc. under a pilot program 
sponsored by the Greater New Haven 
Clean Cities Coalition Inc.Rossi agreed 
to have the charger installed in the City 
Hall parking lot for public use. Electric 
car owners can use the charger for free 
because it is connected to an existing so-
lar array atop the adjacent, future West 
Haven Center for the Arts, Colter said. 
The city, however, will monitor the us-
age cost and may install a pay station 
if the usage exceeds what it earns from 
the rooftop solar photovoltaic system, he 
said. 

City to dedicate latest addition to ‘Walk’
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
In accordance with federal and state guidelines, members of 

the West Haven Veterans Council and city offi  cials will dedicate 
the 13th phase of the brick Veterans Walk of Honor at 5 p.m. 
May 29 in Bradley Point Park. The additions and dedications 
have become a part of the city’s Memorial Day traditions and 
ceremonies.

All veterans are invited to participate in the seaside ceremony, 
which will feature a presentation of the colors, an invocation 
and taps, as well as remarks by Mayor Nancy R. Rossi and Vet-
erans Council President Dave Ricci.

The public is also invited. The city will follow all current and 
future COVID-19 directives to ensure the health and safety of 
both participants and spectators.

Rossi’s executive assistant, Louis P. Esposito Jr., will serve as 
the master of ceremonies.,

In November 2006, the Veterans Council began the fi rst of 13 
campaigns selling bricks to memorialize vets on the 100-yard 
Walk of Honor between the William A. Soderman and Vietnam 
Veterans memorials.

The bricks, which cost $75, have charcoal lett ering for person-
alized messages.

About 2,850 bricks have been installed so far, including 130 
for the 13th phase and 51 for the 12th phase, which was dedicat-
ed May 25, 2019. Last year’s ceremony was postponed because 
of the coronavirus.

In May 2015, the dedication of the eighth phase included the 
dedication of a granite stone in memory of Veterans Council 
President Lorelee “Lori” Grenfell, who died Feb. 19, 2015, at age 
60. The memorial was crafted by Giordano Bros. Monuments of 
West Haven.

The Walk of Honor’s fi rst phase and the city’s Korean War 
Memorial were dedicated in May 2007.

In May 2008, the walkway’s second phase and a memorial in 
honor of World War II Army Pfc. William A. Soderman were 
dedicated.

Soderman received the Medal of Honor after he distinguished 
himself in December 1944 while defending an important road 
junction near Rocherath, Belgium.

Four years after his death, on July 1, 1984, the fl agpole in Brad-
ley Point Park was dedicated in Soderman’s memory.

City Human Resources Commissioner Beth A. Sabo has over-
seen the construction of all phases of the walkway, which was 
built by City Point Construction Co. of West Haven.

Sabo has also supervised the design and placement of the 
granite Korean War and Soderman memorials, which were 
made by Shelley Bros. Monuments of Guilford.

Also in 2008, 14 grave markers signifying every war in U.S. 
history and peacetime were dedicated. 

The markers are mounted on granite posts.
Subsequent dedications have been held amid much fanfare, 

att racting hundreds of veterans and their families from all cor-
ners of the state and beyond.

File Photos by Michael P.  Walsh

Since it was conceived and 
executed with the coopera-
tion of the West Haven Vet-
erans Council and the city, 
the Veterans Walk of Honor 
is one of the stopping points 
for visitors along the city’s 
bike/walk path as they come 
to Bradley Point. It is also 
a place of pilgrimage for 
many veteraans during cer-
tain times of the year, when 
the Point is used for holiday 
events.
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Devils’ Baseball team untracks
The West Haven baseball 

team was looking to forget its 
loss to Hand-Madison on Fri-
day. Off  to a good start, the 
Westies looked as if they were 
poised to do so.

Leading 3-0 after four in-
nings, West Haven could not 
hold on as the Falcons scored 
twice in the fi fth and six in the 
sixth to rally and defeat West 
Haven, 10-3 at Piurek Field. 
West Haven’s second straight 
loss dropped the Westies to 
6-4 on the year.

Gianni Gambardella threw 
fi ve-plus innings for West Ha-
ven, allowing four hits and 
six runs, fi ve of which were 
earned. Gambardella walked 
fi ve and struck out six. Jake 
Romano fi nished the contest, 
allowing fi ve hits and four 
runs.

West Haven then snapped a 
two-game losing streak with a 
9-5 road victory over Guilford 
Thursday afternoon. 

Izzo led an 11-hit att ack 
with three hits and three runs 
scored, while Jones had two 
hits, two runs scored, and two 
runs batt ed in, Boni added two 
hits and drove I a pair, and Ty-
ler DeSanty had a pair of hits. 
Anthony Peschell scored twice 
in the win for West Haven.

Dylan Supan, who tossed a 
no-hitt er against Guilford ear-
lier in the season, allowed sev-
en hits and four earned runs 
in six innings of work. Supan 
walked four and struck out 
three. Izzo pitched a scoreless 
seventh with one strikeout.

West Haven qualifi ed for the 
state tournament with a 5-0 
victory over Foran at Piurek 
Field, improving to 8-4. 

Axelrod tossed 6.1 innings 
of one-hit ball, before being 
relieved by Gambardella, who 
got the fi nal two outs of the 
game. Axelrod allowed one 
hit, walked four and struck 
out eight in the win.

Izzo led the off ense with 
three hits and three runs bat-
ted in.

Having already clinched a 
spot in the state tournament, 
the team is playing for seeding 
on the grand stage. The Wes-
ties took another step in the 
right direction with a 13-0 vic-
tory over Hillhouse at home 
in West Haven in a game 
stopped after fi ve innings due 
to the mercy rule. 

Izzo led the off ense with 
two hits, three runs scored 
and two runs batt ed in. Jones 
had three hits, two runs batt ed 
in and two runs scored, while 
Boni, Supan, and Gazzaneo 
each had a pair of hits. Boni 
and Supan also drove in two 
runs, while Boni scored twice 
as well. 

Supan led the way on the 
hill as he tossed fi ve innings of 
one-hit ball, walking two and 
striking out four. 

West Haven improved to 

10-4 with a 7-0 victory over 
Sheehan Friday evening at 
Piurek Field. 

Gambardella picked up his 
fourth victory of the season 
as he tossed a complete-game 
fi ve-hitt er, not allowing a walk 
and striking out eight.  

Izzo led the Westies with 
two hits and two runs scored, 
while Axelrod added two hits, 
two runs batt ed in and a run 
scored.

The West Haven softball 
team snapped a three-game 

losing streak with a 19-7 fi ve-
inning victory over Hamden 
at Biondi Field. With the vic-
tory, West Haven improved to 
4-3.

Mia Rubirosa and Shyanne 
Raccio led a 13-hit West Ha-
ven att ack with three hits 
apiece, while Juliana Petruzzi-
ello, Melanie Jimenez, and Bri-
anna Miller each had a pair of 
hits. Raccio drove in four runs 
and scored twice, Petruzziello 
drove in three runs and scored 
three, while Rubirosa scored 

four times.
West Haven got off  to a 

quick start but could not hold 
on in a 4-3 loss to Lyman Hall 
in Wallingford Tuesday after-
noon. 

The Westies held a 3-1 lead, 
but watched as the Trojans 
scored twice in the sixth to 
even the game and once in the 
seventh to pull out the victory. 

Rubirosa went 6.1 innings 
in the pitching circle and suf-
fered the loss. The freshman 
allowed seven hits and two 

earned runs, while walking 

two and striking out seven.
Looking to get back on the 

winning track, the West Ha-
ven softball team saw its of-
fense go silent in a 4-0 loss to 
Jonathan Law at Biondi Field 
Thursday evening. With the 
loss, West Haven fell to 4-5 on 
the season.

The Westies never got going 
and managed only single hits 
by Krajcir, Melanie Jimenez, 
Holly Waibel, Carrano, and 
Miller. 

See Westies, page 16

Photo sby Todd Dandelske

Above --Tyler Moscato 
drives toward the net in the 
Westies 9-5 victory at Foran 
on Saturday. the Westies have 
been on a roll since drop-
ping two games, and now are 
sporting a 10-6 record head-
ing into the fi nal week of the 
season. Left -- Mackenzie 
Gardner scores in the Westies 
11-8 loss to Foran on Saturday 
morning. The Lady Devils are  
looking to get on track.
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Continued from page 15
West Haven got back to its inning 

ways with an 8-4 victory over Sheehan 
at Biondi Field in West Haven. 

Rubirosa led the off ense with three 
hits, while Petruzziello, Beurer, Kra-
jcir, Jimenez, Raccio and Holly Waibel 
each had a pair of hits. Miller drove in 
two runs, and Krajcir and Jimenez each 
scored twice.

Rubirosa went 6.2 innings, allowing 
2 runs, none of which were earned, on 
four hits. The freshman walked three 
and struck out 12.

West Haven had a golden opportuni-
ty to extend its winning streak and pull 
off  an upset in the same time frame 
Saturday afternoon. Rallying late in 
the contest to tie the game, West Ha-
ven could not seal the deal in a 4-3 road 
loss to fi fth-ranked East Haven. West 
Haven fell to 5-6 despite having the 
Easties on the ropes late in the contest.

Rubirosa and Petruzziello led the 
off ense with two hits apiece, while 
Carrano scored twice. Rubirosa took 
the loss in the pitching circle as she al-
lowed 11 hits and three earned runs, 
while striking out seven. Rubirosa did 
not walk a batt er. 

After the gut-wrenching loss to East 
Haven over the weekend, the West Ha-
ven team was looking to get back on 
track quickly. Rallying twice, the Wes-
ties did just that with a 6-3 victory over 
Lauralton Hall at Biondi Field in West 
Haven Wednesday evening. 

Rubirosa went the distance in the 
pitching circle as she allowed three 
hits and two earned runs, while walk-
ing two and striking out 10.

West Haven closed in on a postsea-
son berth with an 11-3 victory over 
Lauralton Hall in Milford days later. 
With the victory, West Haven im-
proved to 7-6 on the year, needing one 
more win to qualify for the postseason.

Krajcir led the off ense with four hits, 
two runs batt ed in, and a run scored. 
Raccio had three hits, two runs scored, 
and a run batt ed in, while Beurer had 
two hits, three runs batt ed in, and a 
run scored. 

Miller had three hits, a run batt ed in, 
and a run scored, and Rubirosa had 
two hits and three runs scored in a 16-
hit att ack. Rubirosa also pitched a com-
plete game, allowing seven hits and no 
earned runs, while striking out nine.

Rubirosa was solid in the pitching 

circle, tossing a complete-game one-
hitt er. Rubirosa struck out nine and 
did not walk a batt er in the win. The 
freshman also had two hits and scored 
twice. 

Playing fourth-ranked Cheshire one 
day after the Rams suff ered their fi rst 
loss of the season was not going to be 
an easy task.

Scoring three times in the seventh 
inning, Cheshire broke open a close 
contest and topped the Westies, 7-3, at 
Biondi Field.

Missed opportunities would hurt 
as Cheshire put the game away with 
three in the seventh. 

West Haven loaded the bases in the 
seventh with no outs on singles by 
Petruzziello and Beurer and a walk 
to Krajcir.  A single by Raccio got 
West Haven within 7-3 as Petruzziello 
scored, but West Haven could not get 
closer.

The West Haven boys lacrosse team 
improved to 8-4 with its second straight 
victory as the Westies topped Foran 9-5 
on the road Saturday morning.

The Westies had a 30-27 shot advan-
tage in the contest and were led by 
Ethan Phalen with three goals. Fowler 
and Moscato each scored twice, while 
Cayo and Miller added one goal apiece. 

Kelly and Miller each had a pair of 
assists, while Moscato, Cayo, and Nate 
Smith had one assist each. Campag-
nuolo made nine saves in the win for 
West Haven.

West Haven led 4-2 at the half and 
limited Foran to three goals in the sec-
ond half. Chris Adkins scored twice, 
and Joey Honcz had three assists for 
the Lions.

The West Haven girls lacrosse team 
fell to 0-7-1 with a 14-0 road loss 
against Sacred Heart Academy Thurs-
day afternoon. The Sharks jumped 
out to a 9-0 halftime lead and cruised 
to the victory.  

The Westies were outshot 25-8 in the 
contest.

West Haven fell to 0-9-2 with a 12-7 
loss at Foran Friday evening. West Ha-
ven had the off ense going, but could 
not stop the play of Foran’s Mia Wil-
liams who scored fi ve times. 

Mackenzie Gardner and Ariana 
Izzo each scored twice for West Ha-
ven, while Olivia O’Mara and Melissa 
Tsakonas added one apiece. 

Foran held a 22-19 shot advantage in 

the contest.
The West Haven boys tennis team 

fell to 0-8 with a 4-3 loss to Lyman. 
In singles play, top-seeded Jackson 

Mailhot of Lyman Hall defeated Punar 
Garani, 6-1, 6-2. Second-seeded Brady 
Campbell of Lyman hall topped West 
Haven’s Ben Sager, 6-0, 6-2, while Ly-
man Hall’s third seed of Alex Zeleya 
topped Abdul Mohamednoor, 6-2, 
6-1. Lyman Hall completed the singles 
sweep when Anshu Patel topped Hay-
at Khan, 7-5, 6-4.. 

In doubles play, West Haven’s top 
seed of Murtaza Amjad and Ahmed 
Mohamednour, second-seeded Chris 
Leum and Robert Vets, and third seed 
of Valentin Diaz and Yousef Mohamed 
all won by forfeit. 

The West Haven boys tennis team 
fell to 0-9 with a 5-2 loss to East.

West Haven’s two victories came 
when top-seeded Punar Garani defeat-
ed Gabe Okzewski, 1-, 6-0, 10-3, and 
second-seeded Ben Sager topped Ma-
teusz Wiszniewski, 7-5, 3-6, 11-9. 

Despite a hard-fought match, West 
Haven dropped to 0-10 with a 7-0 road 
loss against Foran of Milford.

West Haven traveled to Hamden 
Monday afternoon and dropped a 6-1 
decision against the Green Dragons.  
The lone victories for the Westies came 
in the third slot of doubles action as 
each team received a double forfeit. 

In singles action Quinn Northrup 
defeated Garani, 6-4, 6-1, Brian Op-
penheim topped Sager, 6-3, 6-3, third-
seeded Nolan Jermain beat Abdul 
Mohamednoor, 6-0, 6-1, and fourth-
seeded Josh Alexander defeated Khan, 
6-1, 6-0. 

In doubles play, Hamden’s Ivan 
Flores and Deng Koi topped Amjad 
and Ahmed Mohamednour, 6-0, 6-3, 
and Paras Dodd and Maddox Cho 
topped Leum and Vets, 7-6, 6-1.

West Haven fell to 0-12 with a 7-0 
home loss against undefeated Jona-
than Law. 

In doubles play, Law’s Julien Roy 
and Brian Zirkel defeated Leum and 
Vets, 6-1, 6-0. Second-seeded Angel 
Santiago and Pardhip Nair defeated 
Diaz and Mohamed, 6-1, 6-2, and 
third-seeded Marcelo Silva and Abi-
nan Hazarika topped Imerukaj and Ja-
malee, 6-0. 6-0. 

West Haven fell to 0-13 with a 6-1 
road loss to Sheehan in Wallingford. 

The West Haven girls tennis team 
fell to 1-9 with a 7-0 home loss against 
Sheehan Monday afternoon. In singles 
play, top-seeded Savannah Lopez fell 
to Maddy Yesyar, 6-2, 6-1, second-
seeded Rebecca Oronzo lost to Dayto-
na Scherb, 6-0, 6-0, third-seeded Anael-
ecea Turcio dropped a 6-0, 6-0 decision 
against Jordyn Allen, and fourth-seed-
ed Marley Hauer lost 6-0, 6-0 against 
Dylan Smith. 

In doubles play, top-seeded Celia 
Williams and Alexandria Valverde fell, 
6-0, 6-1 against Becky Falcone and Al-
andra Lopez, second-seeded Jeanett e 
McLaughlin and Fatmanur Aciker 
dropped a 6-0, 6-0 decision against 
Sydney Coticelli and Lexi Carin, while 
third-seeded Vinesah Mumar and Jen-
na Massaro lost, 6-1, 6-0 against Halle 
Digioia and Emily Jasinski.

The West Haven boys track team fell 
to Notre Dame, 110-38, at West Haven 
High Wednesday afternoon. 

Seniors Anthony Vendrella and 
James Weber posted West Haven’s 
lone victories as Vendrella won the 110 
hurdles in 16.0 seconds and also took 
home fi rst in the 300 hurdles in 43.0 
seconds. 

Weber was victorious in the 400m in 
54.2 seconds, and also the 800m in 2 
minutes, 16.5 seconds. 

The West Haven girls track team fell 
to Sacred Heart Academy, 100-41, at 
West Haven High Wednesday after-
noon. 

The Westies were victorious in 
fi ve events as the 4×100 relay team of 
(Ouoneajah Bourne, Mya Flemming, 
Tanasia Fildalgo, and Tomalyn Wil-
liams won in 54.6 seconds. Fidalgo 
won the 100 hurdles in 17.1 seconds 
and the 300 hurdles in 54.3. 

Flemming was victorious in the 
100m in 13.2 seconds and Lauren Blake 
won the 200m in 28.8.

West Haven fell to Mercy, 114-30, 
Friday afternoon in West Haven. The 
Westies had two fi rst place fi nishes 
as Flemming won the long jump at 
13 feet, 5 inches, and freshman Ali-
son Frazer was victorious in the triple 
jump at 27-5.

~~~
For all your West Haven sporting 

news throughout the year, including 
game articles by Mike Madera, high-
lights, photos and more, visit www.
westieblue.com.

Westies: Softball team needs late push

Nick’s Luncheonett e played 
against the Cornell Scott -Hill 
Health Center Gold Ninjas 
to open play Saturday morn-
ing on Silent Sidelines week-
end.  Abdul Akondo and Eli 
Collins led the way for Nick’s 
Luncheonett e, passing and 
scoring.  Joey Ruiz and Kobe 
Skidmore also played well as 
they worked together to fi nd 
the net.  

The Elite Soccer Camps Red 
Rangers played a great game 
against Oyster River Energy, 
with the Rangers coming out 
on top, 8-2.  The Rangers strung 
several passes together to set-
up Luca DeCresenzo, Matt eo 
D’Elia, Nathan D’Aurio, and 
Jax Guarino for goals.  Ryan 
Abekah, Seth Empric, and 
Benjamin Trenchard showed 

off  their footskills using sev-
eral moves.  Elias Padilla, Em-
mett  Hemming, and Taylor 
Bell hustled up and down the 
fi eld.  Collin Gibbons and Ja-
cob Rader passed the ball very 
well.  For Oyster River Energy, 
Grayson McCarthy scored two 
nice goals.

The First Congregational 
Church of West Haven took on 
the Rock House School of Mu-
sic, winning 7-2. Julie Bellamy 
had a great weekend as she 
scored for her team and Sarah 
Davey played well in the net 
and added a goal of her own.  
Dayanna Vasco played well 
on defense.  For Rock House 
School of Music Zayne Paskie-
wicz showed improvement 
during the game with her 
skills and her position on de-

fense. Sofi a Bungiorni-Nucci 
helped her team to score using 
her footskills. Ashley Bena-
vides also scored to help her 
team stay in the game.  

#DAVILATRIBE played the 
Stars Ice Cream Sharks to a 4-4 
draw.  For #DAVILATRIBE, 
Marissa Prete scored and 
Hudnaur Sahin helped on de-
fense pushing and sending the 
ball forward to her teammates. 
Naomi Shubin scored to help 
preserve the tie.  For the 
Sharks, Haley Colon and Sar-
ahi Cruz Cruz picked up two 
goals each and Jada Avila and 
Fourela Dembele played well 
in the fi eld. Allorra Hideb-
rand played well in the goal.

The Sweet Relief Maroon 
Wolf’s played Porto Funeral 
Home on Saturday, with Por-

to Funeral Home coming out 
on top. Porto Funeral Home 
team played great defense 
and att acked when the time 
was right. The Wolf’s Alessio 
Bisceglia and Benedict Awuah 
scored in key moments of the 
game. While Lincoln Bertolini 
and Tobias Paskiewicz played 
well on defense.  The Wolfs 
played with lots of energy and 
together as a team.  

The Gunning Law Firm 
Yellow Jackets defeated Cap-
pett a’s Italian Imports, 3-2, in 
a hard-fought match. The Yel-
low Jackets were outstanding 
on defense, led by Allie Power 
and Valentina Massa. Ariel Ti-
tus scored two goals, includ-
ing the winning goal with two 
minutes left.  For Cappett a’s 
Italian Imports Annabelle Fio-

rillo dominated in defense. 
Kai Ruotolo and Luciana Cap-
pett a scored.  

Milano & Wanat defeated 
P & B Express by a score of 
6-2.  The defense was led by 
Lonnie Bunch, Davonte King, 
and Ines Sahin.  Goalie Jordan 
Walker helped power the team 
to victory.

The Sports Sanitizing of CT-
Doritos played Vio’s Sports 
Plus, winning 7-3. Moham-
med Lamkhantar led the 
way for the Doritos scoring a 
brace. Muhammadsaif Vahora 
played well overall in att ack 
and on defense.  Jonah Rogers 
also worked contributed with 
heart and hustle. 

On Saturday, the R. Mark 
Pappas D.C. Blue Lightning 

See Soccer, page 17

Rangers come out on top of Oyster River in soccer
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bsg BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

184 Campbell Ave 203-934-3100
West Haven, CT 06516 emmettsautoct.com

GB Masonry
Stone Walls * Sidewalks * Pavers

Chimneys * Brickwork * Flagstone
Stone Siding * Stucco

Fully Insured -- Quality Work!
17 years Experience

Jimmy-- 203-206-1159
gbmasonrystone@gmail.com

Tel: 203.795.8060 x26
Fax: 203.795.8046
Cell: 203.988.6298
fred@colprop.com

Fred A. Messore, CIREC, GRI, SFR
Senior Vice President

Continued from page 16
girls team played a spirited 
game against Shoreline Well-
ness and came away with an 
8-3 victory.  
Goaltending and defensive 
play were controlled by Tali-
ah Boykin and Anne Charles, 
with Brookyn O’Mara and 
Phoebe Dinuzzo in goal mak-
ing several stops.  T
he off ense was led by Ava Pel-
lino, Allyson Hernandez-Arce 

and Stella Porto, all scoring 
goals. 
For Shoreline Wellness, Harp-
er Golde started in goal mak-
ing some big saves, and Van-
essa Woolcock made her 
goalkeeping debut and played 
aggressively for the second 
half in net.  
Joselyn Davila stepped up to 
help other teams who were 
missing players and then 
played her heart out for her 

team shooting on net over and 
over. Klara Frost and Corrine 
Davila nett ed goals. Moriah 
Frost, age 5, served as a sub 
and had some great passes.  It 
was a tough game against 
some great shooters. 

In travel team action, the 
Top Hat Dance Academy West 
Haven U19 girls took a win 
from the Clinton by a forfeit.  
Then on Sunday, they played 
at Ansonia, and came up short, 
losing 3-0. 

Sophia Gigliott i played well 
in the fi rst half in net and then 
contributed on the fi eld in the 
second half.  

Meanwhile Grace Nowak 
and Cece Williams played well 
throughout the game contrib-
uting on defense and off ense.  

The UNH U10 girls fought 
hard against Shelton Friday 

night, with the game ending in 
a 3-3 tie. Chelsea Frost helped 
to defend the goal while Stel-
la Porto, Gillian Wynus, and 
Luciana Cappett a scored for 
West Haven.  

The team was back in action 
Sunday, losing 7-2, despite 
controlling large portions of 
the game. The girls demon-
strated great control with their 
passing skills and had great 
communication on the fi eld. 
Olivia Petrie had some great 
saves in goal. Stella Porto’s 
persistence and speed resulted 
in the two goals for West Ha-
ven.  

The WH Italian-American 
Civic Assn U9 Westies girls 
took on Southington in an ear-
ly Sunday afternoon match. 
The Westies got to work 
early, putt ing a lot of pres-

sure on the Southington de-
fense, but could not produce 
a goal. Brooklynn O’mara and 
Phoebe Dinuzzo played great, 
showing outstanding tough-
ness and passing. 

The Westies fell short, 2-1, 
with the game ending early 
due to a thunderstorm. 

Grassy Hill Auctions

Always Buying

Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments

(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone

& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken

or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &

MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old

Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &

Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,

Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,

Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,

Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical

Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial

Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney

Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,

Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk

Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern

Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,

Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…
& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore
Owners 

(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com

The West Haven Lacrosse 3/4 Lighting continued to roll with 
six wins over the last two weeks.

The Blue Devils avenged their only loss of the year with a 
come from behind win over the RELAX, 9-8. Rocco Kelly set 
up Charlie Gunning for the game winner with five seconds left. 
Trailing by three goals at the half, Cody Young started the rally 
with an early second half goal. Kelly and Gunning each notched 
four goals on the day. Jeremiah McGrath had four assists in the 
game. Anthony Parise got the win in goal.

Shea Outhavong scored to lead a 11-7 win over a tough 
Madison team. Andrew Hogan, Ben Trenchard, Shawn Gilbert 
and Ethan Dion led a solid defensive effort for the Westies. Ethan 
McGrath was solid in the net for the win and his toughness at 
and after halftime set the tone for the win.  Kelly netted five 
and Gunning added four as the Westies blitzed Milford, 9-1. 
Jeremiah McGrath was solid in net with several great saves. 
Colin Whelan and Gilbert led the attack for the Westies. Parise 
and Hogan starred defensively.  Kelly netted six and Gunning 
added four to lead a 12-4 win over Watertown. Jeremiah 
McGrath added two, including a tip in. Young was stellar in net 
for the win.  Hogan, Gilbert, Outhavong and Colin Whelan led 
a 12-1 win over Wolcott. 

The K-2 Westies played away to a tough Amity team on 
Sunday, falling 8-5, in a back-and-forth battle.  Jadey Hill walked 
away with the game ball after he scored his first two career goals, 
assisted on the second by Emmett Hemming.  Aron Guichard 
played strong defense as he fought for every ground ball.  Ethan 
McGrath added a goal, after a nice passing play starting with Ben 
Trenchard who picked off an Amity pass.  Trenchard cleared the 
ball to Jax Guarino, who beat a defender and relayed the ball to 
Brady Salkins.  Salkins took the ball around the goal and set-up 
McGrath in front of the goal for a quick shot.  Graig Uzarski 
showed some hustle in the game for the Westies.

Laxers avenge early loss

Soccer: Travel teams have a go over the weekend

Every game! 
Every week!

Every league!
Voice sports!

This Spot is for You!

Call today about special pricing

203-934-6397
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?

Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,

And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience

Friendly service.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street 
parking, Use of penthouse meet-

ing room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview. 

(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 301

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing,  
Insured. Free estimates. Call 
(203) 506-9384.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs -- Walls and ceilings, 

sheetrock, carpentry. Free esti-
mates. Insured HC#0647093. Bill 
(203) 901-2136.

John’s Lawn Cutting
203-508-3659

Call for estimate!
CARPENTRY, REPAIRS

Decks, porches, wall,s ceilings,
sheetrock, taping, water dame-

age, repairs. Free estimates, in-
sured. MC/Visa.CT. Lic. 0647093.

Bill, (203) 901-2136.!

FOR SALE
1000-PIECE JIGSAW  PUZ-

ZLES FOR SALE OR TRADE, 
CALL RON, (203) 907-6993.

AMWAY SALES
Looking for Home, Health,

Beauty Products - We Have 
What

You Need.
Contact: Amway Distributor

Nia at 203-440-8631/ knia500@
gmail.com

Amway.com/myshop/
mtm

SITUATIONS WANTED
Seamstress, over 30 years’ 

experience. Can do everything, 
pants, suits, dresses, gowns, etc. 
Reasonable rates. Call Debbie, 

(203) 908-5050

FOR SALE
Ping Golf clubs, $100;
Craftsman Table saw, 2.5 HP. 

$50. Call 203-710-5056.

 PLUMBING PROBLEMS???
Leaky pipes, Leaky Faucets, 

Leaky Showers, RunningToilet, 
Leaky Toilet, Drain Cleaning, 
Leaky Hot Water Heater, Gard-
bage Disposals, Dryer/Washers, 
Laundry Lines, Dishwasher Lines, 
30 gal. Gas, or 40 gal. Electric 
Water Heaters, Baseboard Instal-
lations and Repairs, Gas Stoves, 
FULL PLUMBING REPAIR SER-
VICES, 24/7 days a week at (203) 
584-6868. 

Voice Classifieds
(203) 934-6397

HELP WANTED

Babysitter is needed in West 
Haven mornings. The child is 10 
years of age. Person hired needs 
to drop the child off  to school each 
day. Will be dropped off  at your 
house at 6:30 a.m., and pick the 
child up after school. Child must 
be at bus stop at 8:15, dropped off  
at 12:30. Salary negotiable. Call 
Carnell Artis, 203-257-0248.

Free Wood – Help yourself

26 Ida Lane. 203-932-2111 if 
you have questions

Voice Classifieds
(203) 934-6397

Answers
to last week s

puzzles

May 22, 2021

PIANO LESSONS
 BY COMPUTER

Since 1992, in your home
when we can.

 Beginners welcome,
reasonable rates.

Details, References.

In West Haven: 203-479-4467

TAX SERVICE
More changes in tax laws affect your 2020 taxes.

Let me help you get your refunds.
 Over 40 years’ experience preparing taxes in a
professional, timely and cost-efficient manner.

No waiting with pick-up or dropoff service.

Call Bill at (203) 934-9525.
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Parade: Corso, Pimer are Grand Marshals

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Apraxia Awareness Day
Forest Elementary School second grader Nicho-

las Gorske receives a proclamation from Mayor 
Nancy R. Rossi, left, declaring Apraxia Aware-
ness Day in West Haven on Friday. Shown with 
them are, from left, Forest Principal Thomas J. 
Hunt; Nicholas’ aunt, Aryanna Gorske; second 
grade teacher Shayne Fischman; his mother and 
grandmother, Anna Gorske and Judy Torello; 
paraprofessional Cynthia Russello; speech lan-
guage pathologist Jennifer Sandberg; Katie Burd-
zel, a speech language pathology intern at South-
ern Connecticut State University; and special 
education teacher Elena Ermini. Ethan Kubicko, 
a sixth grader at Carrigan Intermediate School, 
also received a mayoral proclamation for Apraxia 
Awareness Day. Nicholas and Ethan have child-
hood apraxia of speech, or CAS, an uncommon 
speech disorder in which a child has diffi  culty 
making accurate movements when speaking. To 
increase awareness of the speech disorder for the 
fourth straight year, the students recently contact-
ed Rossi about declaring the special day in West 
Haven.

Diane Paulesen Hodgkins turns 75 this week!

Happy  Birthday to her from her husband Curtis, 
and her children, grandchildren, great-grand
children, friends and  members of the Christ 

Church Episcopal Parish.

Continued from page 1
this year’s will take place in 
accordance with federal and 
state guidelines, city Health 
Director Maureen B. Lillis 
said.

“The city will follow all cur-
rent and future COVID-19 di-
rectives by the national Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention and the state De-
partment of Public Health to 
ensure the health and safety of 
both participants and specta-
tors,” said Lillis, adding that 
no vendors of any kind are al-
lowed along the parade route.

The 2021 edition of southern 
Connecticut’s oldest and larg-
est Memorial Day parade has 
no rain date and will feature 
three marching divisions and 
a military division, as well as 
special accommodations for 
disabled veterans.

The procession will include 
an eight-seat golf cart carrying 
former grand marshals that is 
bedecked with a star gracing 
the names of those deceased. 
Other veterans will ride on a 
fl oat.

It will also include a fl yover 
by a C-130 Hercules, a four-
engine turboprop military 
transport aircraft operated by 
the Connecticut Air National 
Guard.

Corso and Pimer will steer 
the procession from a golf cart 
fl anked by the West Haven Po-
lice Honor Guard.

The hourlong parade, in 
memory of the deceased mem-
bers of the U.S. armed forces 
of all wars, will showcase 
the city’s legion of veterans 
groups.

The procession will include 
the West Haven High School 
Band, the Lancraft Fife & 
Drum Corps, the Village Drill 
Team, the Rock House School 
of Music, and drummers and 
cultural dancers from the Phil-
ippine American Association 
of Connecticut.

It will include Miss Con-
necticut 2021 Sapna Raghavan, 
Miss Connecticut Outstanding 
Teen 2021 Aicha Diallo, a ju-
nior at West Haven High, and 
Jeeps from the Connecticut 
Beach Cruisers.

The procession will also 
spotlight the traditional con-
tingent of youth organizations 
and sports leagues, dance 
troupes and Scout troops, 
fraternal organizations and 
service clubs, local and state 
leaders, police offi  cers and 
fi refi ghters.

Corso, who has lived most 
of his 99-plus years in West 
Haven, was born on Jones 
Street and moved to White 
Street when he was 2. He at-
tended Washington School 
and was drafted by the Army 
in 1942 at age 21.

He was assigned to the 
302nd Fighter Control Squad-
ron of the Army Air Forces on 
the island of Oahu, Hawaii, 
and served as a radio operator 
on the ground crew, a team of 
soldiers who maintained and 
repaired aircraft.

Corso’s squadron partici-
pated in the Allied island-
hopping campaign against 
Japanese forces in the Pacifi c 
theater of World War II, in-
cluding the batt les of Saipan 
and Guam in 1944 and the Bat-
tle of Iwo Jima in 1945.

He was honorably dis-
charged as a corporal in No-
vember 1945. The Army Air 
Forces became the Air Force in 
1947.

Corso is a member of the 
Connecticut-based Iwo Jima 
Survivors Association Inc., 
formed in 1987, and helped 
raise money for the National 
Iwo Jima Memorial in New-
ington.

In the decades after the 
war, he worked for his father, 
Thomas Corso, at Young T. 
Corso, a banana wholesaler in 
New Haven that supplied area 

groceries and markets.
Frank Corso and his wife, 

Mary Amendola Corso, lived 
for many years on Center 
Street and raised two daugh-
ters: Ceil Corso Welch and 
Frances Corso Nardi.

The couple were married 
for 74 years and witnessed 
numerous family milestones, 
including the births of fi ve 
grandchildren and fi ve great-
grandchildren, until Mary 
Corso’s death in November 
2020 at age 100.

Pimer, a lifelong Westie, was 
born and raised on Second Av-
enue and graduated in 1957 
from the old West Haven High 
School on Main Street.

The day after graduation, he 
joined the Navy at age 18 — 
although he enlisted two years 
earlier as an inactive member 
— and served at Naval Station 
Mayport, a major Navy base 
near Jacksonville, Florida.

Pimer was a member of the 
elite Harbor Defense Unit and 
served aboard a mine-sweep-
ing boat that defended harbor 
and coastal areas with con-
trolled mines and other mea-
sures. He was a frogman, or 
diver, whose duties included 
laying mines and cables, “so 
nobody blew up our ships,” 
Pimer said.

He was honorably dis-
charged as an engineman 
third class in October 1961.

Less than a year later, Pimer 
rejoined the Navy as a reserv-
ist and served for six years. He 
was honorably discharged as 
a pett y offi  cer in September 
1968.

Not much has changed, 
however, since Pimer’s Navy 
days, noting that he still dives 
regularly.

“It keeps me young,” said 
Pimer, who served in Flotilla 
24-11 of West Haven’s Coast 
Guard Auxiliary for 55 years.

Pimer’s passion for marine 
navigation is evident in his 

lifework.
For 46 years, he owned 

and operated Professional 
Sea Service Inc., a West Ha-
ven watercraft company that 
transported Coast Guard and 
immigration personnel and 
cargo to and from ships out-
side of New Haven Harbor.

He also owned and operated 
Underwater Swimmers Inc., a 
dive shop at Main Street and 
Kelsey Avenue, for a number 
of years.

For 16 years, he enforced the 
regulations governing the use 
of New Haven Harbor as the 
joint harbor master of New 
Haven and West Haven.

His oldest son, Robert Pi-
mer, has since followed in his 
footsteps and succeeded him 
as West Haven’s harbor mas-
ter in 2015.

Mike Pimer stays active in 
the community and on the sea. 
His expertise in all things ma-

rine navigation has made him 
an indispensable member of 
the West Haven Harbor Man-
agement Commission.

He and his wife of 58 years, 
Susanne Bradley Pimer, live in 
the West Shore neighborhood 
of Warner Avenue. They have 
three other children, Bradley 
and Eric Pimer and Gail Pimer 
Glover, as well as 10 grand-
children and 10 great-grand-
children.

Before the parade, all par-
ticipants and spectators are 
urged to review the following 
guidelines:

—    Participants and specta-
tors must wear face masks and 
maintain social distancing of 6 
feet, per CDC and DPH guide-
lines.

—    The city has the right 
to refuse a group or an orga-
nization from participating at 
the time of the parade if those 
guidelines are not followed.
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Photo by Todd Dandelske

One hurdle
at a time

Anthony Vendrella races to 
the victory in the 100 hurdles 
against Xavier. The spring 
sports season is heading into 
its fi nal weeks, with teams 
looking to secure or solidify 
playoff  berths.Vendrella’s 
team, and all West Haven 
squads’ results can be seen, 
beginning on page 15.


