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Savin Rock Festival returns!
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Local party rock bands
Mean Carlene and Shameless will headline the Centennial Savin Rock Festival in Old
Grove Park on July 30-31, respectively.
The two-day festival, presented by the City of West
Haven Centennial Celebration Committee, is part of a
six-month series of free events
commemorating the community’s 100th anniversary and
its incorporation by the General Assembly as Connecticut’s
youngest municipality.
Mayor Nancy R. Rossi, the
committee’s honorary chairwoman, said the Centennial
Savin Rock Festival will showcase West Haven’s past 100
years and the “sights, sounds,
smells and tastes” that made
the 20th-century Savin Rock
Park “the playground of New
England.”
The festival, which pays
homage to the legacy of “the
Rock,” is set for 5-10 p.m. July
30 and noon-10 p.m. July 31.
Along with live music, it will
feature a midway of games
and rides — and, of course,
boatloads of seafood and other
mouthwatering dishes.
Marenna Amusements will
oﬀer wristbands for unlimited
rides for $25.
A number of nonprofit organizations will set up informational booths in the 151-yearold Grove, and a fleet of
food trucks on nearby Palace
Street will serve up burgers,
hot dogs, cheesesteak, fried
dough, gyros, kebabs, and
sausage and peppers. Dessert
trucks will oﬀer cannoli, cupcakes and ice cream.
The festival will open at 5

p.m. July 30 with welcoming
remarks by Rossi and a rendition of the national anthem.
Brian Smith, a former cohost of WPLR’s “Smith and
Barber the Morning Show,”
will serve as the “ringmaster” of ceremonies for a fourth
time.
The Hooch, a Top 40 duo
that “combines elements of
hip-hop, pop, soul and smooth
vocals,” will perform at 6:30
p.m., followed by hometown
favorite Mean Carlene at 8
p.m.
Mean Carlene is Rob Hames
on bass guitar and vocals, Joe
LaDore on acoustic guitar
and vocals, Bobby Moran on
electric guitar and vocals, and
Rich Weber on drums and vocals.
“When West Haven asked
Mean Carlene to help celebrate
the city, our only question
was what time and what portable stage,” the band said in
a statement. “The Savin Rock
Festival returns this year, and
MC will be helping to wish a
happy 100th birthday to all
things Westie by getting the
band back together. Again.
“Come join us under the
stars for some fun, a few
laughs, and to rekindle what
made the ‘last Friday of every
month’ so special for so long.”
On July 31, festival organizers will hold a craft fair from
noon-7 p.m.
At 3 p.m., members of the
West Haven Fire Department
will demonstrate the Jaws of
Life tool during an extrication by prying open parts of
a vehicle to free those trapped
inside. Members of the West
Shore Fire Department will
demonstrate their amphibious
rescue boat.

Rubber City, powered by a
horn section in the vein of Chicago and Tower of Power, will
perform at 4 p.m., followed by
local party funk band Cover-

girl at 6 p.m. and Shameless at
8 p.m.
“Shameless is excited and
honored to be closing out
this year’s Savin Rock Festi-

val,” the band said in a statement. “The festival has always
been a highlight of summer in
southern Connecticut. We are
See Festival, page 13
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‘Chalk the Walk’ celebrates centennial
Sebastian Tome, 4, holds a mayoral citation while showing his winning chalk drawing on
the Savin Rock boardwalk July 10 during the West Haven Centennial Celebration’s “Chalk the
Walk” event. The runners-up of the event, presented by the West Haven PTA Council, were
Abbey Forsyth, 9, and Adelyn Heﬀernan, 4. Each received a “Mayor’s Choice Award” citation
from Mayor Nancy R. Rossi.
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Charlie DiBenedetto, age 3, a student at West Haven Child
Development Center, Inc., is thankful for the rain that keeps
the flowers growing!

‘Christmas in July’ craft fair, Saturday at the Poli House
Plan to get a Head start on Christmas
shopping by going to the West Haven Historical Society’s “Christmas in July” Craft
Fair Saturday July 24, at the Poli House
Garden at 686 Savin Ave. across from the
Green. The Fair will run from 10-4. Rain
date is July 25. Admission is free.
The outdoor craft fair event features
local vendors displaying items including
hand-painted glassware, hand bags, jewelry, stationery, note cards, book marks,
Christmas ornaments, and special dog
treats for the canine members of the

household. There will be a Special Gift
tree for young boys and girls in the Kiddie
Corner for children under 10 years of age.
The Holiday Giving Tree will also be

available for a contribution of $10 an
individual may select a gift worth $10
or more Parking is available around the
Green.

Simply Swing playing Grove concert Friday at 7
The West Haven Centennial Concert Series will continue Friday night with Simply Swing, a 10-piece orchestra featuring
“swinging horns, a dynamic rhythm section and wonderful vocals.”
The two-hour concert is set for 7 p.m. in
Old Grove Park.

The concert series will follow in the
Grove with the Chicago blues of The
Cobalt Rhythm Kings at 7 p.m. Aug. 13
and the R&B of Shaded Soul Band at 7
p.m. Aug. 27. The bands’ rain dates are
Aug. 16 and Aug. 30, respectively.
On Sept. 5, the series will culminate in

2011 -- Lone wolf extremist
goes on a massacre in Norway.
Anders Behring Breivik an anti-Islamist extremist placed a
car bomb in front of the Norwegian Prime Minister’s office in Oslo. A few hours after
the bomb exploded, killing 8
people and injuring about 200
others, Breivik opened fire at
a youth summer camp at the
island of Utøya killing 69 participants.
2003 -- Raid in Mosul. A raid
on a compound near Mosul,
Iraq by United States Army
101st Airborne Division ended
with the deaths of killing Saddam Hussein’s sons Uday and
Qusay and Qusay’s 14-year
old son.
1983 -- First solo helicopter
flight around the world. Australian Dick Smith became the
first person to fly a helicopter
around the world solo. He
started his trip in August 1982
and it took him around a year
to finish his trip.
1933 -- American aviator
Wiley Post becomes the first
person to fly solo around the
Earth. Post landed on Floyd
Bennett Field in New York 7
days after he departed alone
from the same airfield in a
Lockheed Vega aircraft known
as Winnie Mae.
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Mullins announces candidacy for mayor
Planning & Zoning Commissioner Steven R. Mullins
has announced that he will
seek the Republican nomination for mayor. Mullins filed
his candidacy with Town and
City Clerk Patricia Horvath
on Thursday. He will now faceoﬀ against the party’s other
announced candidate, Tenth
District Councilman Barry Lee
Cohen when the Town Committee meets in its annual caucus.
Mullins said that he has been
deeply passionate about creating positive change in the lives
of all West Haven residents,
regardless of where they live
or their political party aﬃliation.

MULLINS

A planning & zoning commissioner since 2006, Mullins
served six years as Commission Chairman or Vice Chairman.
“As mayor, I will work toward making West Haven
more attentive to the needs of
its citizens, including building a strong tax base, providing a civil, professional and
transparent government and
improving the quality of life
for all residents.” Mullins
said. “We have among the
highest taxes in Connecticut,
we lack eﬀecient services and
blight has made parts of the
city look like “mini-Detroit.”
He said the current administration lacks the depth to run
the city any longer.
“With all due respect, Mayor Rossi is in over her head
and has proven her inability to lead the city properly.”
he said. “During the entire
Coronavirus pandemic, we
heard regularly from mayors
and first selectmen from other
Connecticut communities, but
only heard from Mayor Rossi
a couple of times. Last summer, when protesters and police clashed at a rally where a
car drove through the crowd,
Mayor Rossi made no timely
statement in response to the
situation. That is not providing the leadership that West
Haven so desperately needs.”

During the next several
weeks and months, Mullins will be actively engaging
residents and neighborhoods
across the city to better understand their unique needs.
“As West Haven’s next mayor, my focus will be on serving communities that make up
the city and solving problems
and providing the leadership
that has been absent for nearly
a decade.” Mullins said. “We
need a leader who is unafraid,
who will provide solutions to
our challenges and someone
who will empower each and
every citizen and neighborhood. I am that leader.”
Born in rural Glenwood,
AL, Mullins, 46 moved to
West Haven with his parents
at the age of five. He has been
deeply invested in the city and
believes that politics as usual
is not working. He has been
civically and politically active
for half of his childhood and
his entire adulthood.
“I want to continue to serve
West Haven in this time of
need and bring bold, innovative solutions to the table. I
want to lead us forward as we
rise above our current politics.
I want to see every citizen and
every neighborhood in West
Haven thrive,” Mullins said.
In recent months, Mullins
has been an organizer and
featured speaker at several ral-

lies in support of local municipal zoning rights throughout
the state of Connecticut. In
addition to serving on the
Planning & Zoning Commission, Mullins served as Justice
of the Peace for 21 years, is a
volunteer firefighter in the Allingtown District and is chairman of the West Haven Black

Heritage Committee. He also
served as Chairman of the finance committee of the West
Haven High School Building
Committee. An advocate for
young people, Mullins has
presented the “Commissioner
Mullins Youth Leadership
Awards” to numerous West
See Mullings, page 10

Life insurance
from a real-life
person.
Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516
Bus: 203-932-0591

Get life insurance that comes
with someone local (me).
I’m here to help you protect
your family’s ﬁnancial future.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL
1708148

A SAFE CAMPUS.
A SAFE COMMUNITY.
Home is the place where you feel safe. For the
University of New Haven, West Haven has been
home since 1960. That’s why from the very early days
of the COVID-19 pandemic, we put a plan in place to
safeguard the health and well being of our students
and, by extension — West Haven residents.
“To be a student during this time is to truly become
a Charger — to care about the community and others
around you.” — Sofia Martinez ’22, President, USGA
For more information about our reopening, visit:
newhaven.edu/reopening

|

A Partner in the Community
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Dear Felicia
Well honey bunch, here
we are in late July – the Dog
Days as people like to call
them – and summer has been
quite summery. We’ve all
been simmering not so much
in a heat wave, but a humidity wave. Things in the Cobina
homestead have been feeling
the dampness. Everything in
the domicile is damp, everything feels a bit wilted, and
everything seems to indicate
it’s gonna stay that way for a
while.
Don’t git me wrong, Cobina
ain’t complaining. The cold
weather will be with us before
yew know it. And eﬀen yew
don’t think so, surfing through
the channels the other day and
what to my wonderin’ eyes
should appear but Hallmark
Channel’s Christmas in July.
That will either git you in a
good mood, or put you into
the thoughts of the dank, cold
days ahead. I leave it to yew.
Here in the Asylum by the
Sea, July means the parties
are on the cusp of presenting
their slates for the fall mayoral
race. The Dems’ potential for
a three-way race just took a
nosedive with the announcement by Ed O’Brien’s campaign he’s gonna nix the primary route and go directly to
the general election on Nov. 2.

According to the announcement, the reason for the decision was based on his discussions with John and Jane
Q. and them tellin’ him they
don’t like politics as usual.
But the real reason was probably in the next paragraph. He
formed a team of candidates,
and there’s a potential to lose
them eﬀen one goes the primary route.
Remember, primaries have
a way of splitting people up.
One candidate from one slate
might hafta run with candidates from t’other. That’s the
nature of it.
There’s also another reason,
and Cobina is jest speculating.
Putting on a primary means
spending many kopecks –
kopecks that would be better
served in a gen’ral election.
Methinks Ed wants to put all
his eggs in that basket, and not
hafta spread them out over
two votes. Again, that’s only
me thinkin’ out loud.
There’s another benefit,
though. He don’t hafta put
people out to sign petitions.
By not askin’ for a primary
the whole petition thing is
avoided. So, no three-way primary, but maybe a three-way
mayoral race – that’s what it’s
lookin’ like.
Meanwhile, Sammy Blue-

jay is tellin’ me that whilst the
nomination of the mayor is
perty much a safe bet, there
will be one candidate out on
the pavement with friends
lookin’ to primary – John Lewis. Lewis told people Sammy
knows that he’s in it for the
long haul, and will work for
the primary.
Sooooo, don’t be surprised
eﬀen yew see petitioners out
looking for signatures in a
very short while.
What should be interesting in this go-round is who
is contributing toward which
campaign. The mayor is gonna have the majority of the
Town Committee on her side,
whilst the others are gonna
hafta find their own donors.
That’s the nature of the beast.
But, the DTC ain’t been know
for havin’ a whole lotta money
in its coﬀers, so one wonders
where herronner’s war chest is
gonna come from.
Same for the other candidates, who contributes will
be a great indicator of where
individuals stand as we get toward the fall.
Sammy also came up with
his own take on the whole
Lewis-O’Brien isshew. Remember, Lewis was O’Brien’s
executive assistant. To a certain extent they’d be fishin’
for votes outta the same pond.
By O’Brien not primarying, he
accomplishes two things: no
confrontation with his erstwhile friend, and not splitting
up the vote amongst them.
That could mean those who
would vote for Lewis in the
primary could potentially vote
for O’Brien in the general election, assuming Lewis is unsuccessful, and there’s no hard
feelings….at least not many.
Somebody will be mad at
someone for something. It’s



  

   



the way things go.
~~~
Nelly Nuthatch was guﬀawing
t’other day. It seems boards and
commishes in this berg can’t seem
to git things right – or at least
make decisions in setch a way that
there ain’t an uproar. Last month
it was the ZBA or Zoning Board
of Appeals, who gave a variance
for a Shingle Hill Road projeck
that is now the subjeck of a lawsuit.
The hearing brought out more
than 200 people to the ItalianAmerican Club, which was designated the venue when soooo many
showed up.
Most of the people spoke
against the plan, and the ZBA
jest allowed the variance. Hence,
the lawsuit. The major sticking
pernt seems to be density – as it
usually is. Does the plan conform
to the neighborhood?
Well, eﬀen it did there would be
no need or a variance. So, now the
thing will be mired in the courts,
and the neighbors are convinced
nobody out there is listening or
wants to listen.
Then there’s the letter sent by
the developer of the property directly across the street from the
Voice oﬃce on the Boston Post
Road. Evidently, that developer
had all her i’s and t’s done correckly and was rejected.
She is now venting her frustration by way of a letter in this
week’s papyrus. It seems the P&Z
has its own ideas what and where
things should go, and there is allusion to the former Lowe’s and
Sam’s Club jest across the city
line in Orange.
Suﬃce it to say that said developer things what the commish thinks it wants or not, they
should rule on what is presented.
Eﬀen things are legal and proper,
what’s the pernt if it’s in a commercial zone.
Commerce is commerce, no
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sense waitin’ for what might not
happen.
The letter is an interesting read,
and a lament that we’ve heard in
this berg for many, many moons.
Yew and I have been passing these
missives along for more than 50
years, Felicia, and this old refrain keeps playing over and over
again.
~~~
Eﬀen yew thought I’d forgot
about the GOP in the fall campaign, I didn’t. I jest wanted
to split things up before yore
eyes rolled to the back of yer
head. After sayin’ he wouldn’t
seek the nod, Steven Mullins
has put his hat into the ring..
No remember when there
was supposed to be some behind-the-scenes guy who was
gonna run. Well, that didn’t
happen, and up to last week,
it looked like Barry Lee Cohen
was gonna be the standardbearer. Republicans don’t rally around candidates the way
Demmies do, and there are
some who don’t like Cohen.
He doesn’t suﬀer fools gladly,
or at all; and he usually speaks
his mind, which really ticks
people oﬀ.
So what happens now is
anyone’s guess. Maybe a primary, maybe not.
What’ll be interesting is the
slate put together and who is
on it. The GOP has put together some good slates over the
last decade only to be steamrolled in the election.
Those good candidates are
then flattened with the party,
and we don’t hear much from
them again. That’s too bad.
Cobina can’t wait until the
debates. Both Cohen and
Rossi can git snarky in their
own ways. That is something
to look forward to in the long
run. In fact, if Lewis wins, he
can be a purveyor of snark as
well. We like that.
~~~
The return of the Savin Rock
festival after about four years of
nothing is a good thing. It ain’t
that it’s the greatest festival in
the world, but it is a celebration
of our shoreline community. And,
the fack that it celebrates all facets
of our little corner of the world is
a good thing. It’s great to see it
back. But why was Billy Conlan
treated sooooo shabbily by people
who should know better? He’s
been with the festival since its
inception selling fried dough. He
put in his application and neve
got an answer back, yay or nay.
He went to the thoid floor to inquire and got told he wasn’t going to be in this festival or any
future festivals.
He put his story up on Facebook, telling his loyal customers
he won’t be there this year. Cherry on top: the politcos are mad
at him for making it public. The
whole thing was shabby.
Mitt luﬀ und kizzez,

Cobina
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Dear Eleanore Turkington:
Several weeks ago, I was
watching the TV news and
they showed a news item
that covered a senior center
in Connecticut that had been
broken into by two teenagers.
I couldn’t believe what I saw
but there it was, food thrown
on the floor from the refrigerator and pantry shelves,
chairs and tables overturned,
trash dumped on the floor and
counters covered with food
and trash. All I could think of
was who will be cleaning all of
this stuﬀ?
I soon learned a good-heartened gentleman volunteered
to make the senior center presentable once again. In addition to this damage, the thieves
stole a car from the parking,
but only to have it crash outside the building. Fortunately,
the thieves were caught.
My reason for writing this
letter to you, Eleanore, was
to suggest to the powers in
charge, why not have the teenagers clean this mess up? If
more people got caught performing these crimes maybe
if they had to clean up afterwards, including painting,
etc. it might send a message to
those who are thinking of desecrating other people’s properties.
Disgruntled
Dear Disgruntled:
A little research provided information that backed up your
suggestion. In some foreign
countries, that’s exactly what
the authorities require the perpetrators do. It would be interesting if my readers sent in
their suggestions as well.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:
Where are my rights? Let
the city take back control of
the John Barone Bocce Court.

I tried to play on that court for
the last six years or more. Individuals “live” on that court.
They are there from 11 a.m. till
dusk.
Why does the city allow
them to have a key to the shed?
They use it for their own personal use. They leave their
tools and water and snacks,
and they use electric and water. Who pays for this? The
taxpayers. They even plant
their own personal garden every year behind the court. It is
not their own private club. Let
them go someplace else and
pay dues. I shouldn’t need
their permission and other taxpayers in West Haven to use
that court.
NN Disgusted
Dear NN Disgusted:
I have forwarded your complaint to Mark Paine Jr. West
Haven Recreation Director.
His response will appear in
the next Gripe Vine, Aug. 5.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:
The road crew left a big
wheel damaging bump at
Washington and Elm Street.
They needed to make sure that
all these raised bumps that
exists where paving is being
done are smooth and not just
left this way.
They should also make sure
that they give attention to Savin Avenue and Savin Avenue
and Lester Street. That general
area of Savin Avenue has been
in serious need of repaving for
years, so this shouldn’t be ignored.
LTJ
Dear LTJ
I have forwarded your complaint to Councilman Mitchell
Gallignano to investigate. As
soon as Gripe Vine receives his
reply, you will read it in Gripe
Vine.

 
  

ELEANORE TURKINGTON
Dear Eleanore Turkington:
My daughter and son-imlaw and baby grandson live on
Michael Drive in West Haven.
It is a nice location there, but
the surrounding streets are in
serious need of repaving and
filling in of some pretty large
potholes.
The streets in question are
Woodhill Road, the second
half of Hilltop Drive, the part
oﬀ Shingle Hill Road was
paved last year and Michael
Drive. Can you please see that
this information gets in the
right hands?
Hopefully, these roads are
already slated for repaving a
well as po-t hole repairs or will
soon be. Your help will be appreciated.
Gabriel’s Proud Grammy
and Jo Ann Rollins

Dear Grammy and Jo:
I have written to the Council Woman in your District,
Chrystal Fanelli for assistance
with your gripe, however, by
the time her r response appears in Gripe Vine, the repaving will be, completed in your
area.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:
At 25-55 Central Ave. a city
tree fell during a recent storm
and needs to be removed.
Safety Conscious MB
Dear Safety -Conscious MB:

I have notified Councilman
Robert Bruneau of this tree
that has fallen. Please watch
for his reply in my next column.
Coming up: missing signs
that merge at Campbell and
South at 1232 Campbell Avenue…speeding on Third and
Main… speeding getting brutal…,,,speeding dump trucks
on Jones Hill …stop sign needed at 1st and Campbell...big
pot- hole on Fairfax Street...
and much more.
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Serving New Haven County & the Shoreline Communities for over 100 years

Live st¢eaming available
at no additional
cost
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Burials ~ Cremation ~ Pre Planning

At Keenan Funeral Home we work with ever® family’s budget to
give your loved one the digified memorial they deser©e.
Jodie R. Vogt

Philip M. Appell

Funeral Director

Funeral Director & Managing Partner
phil.appell@carriageservices.com
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jodel.vogt@carriageservices.com

238 Elm Street, West Haven

330 Notch Hill Road, North Branford

(203) 933-1217

(203) 481-3217

Keenan Funeral Home
www.keenanfuneralhome.com

wecare@keenanfuneralhome.com
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It’s ‘should,’ not ‘could’
With the turn of the fiscal year, the City of West
Haven altered a tax – at least it is called a tax – on
the sale of property. A “Conveyance Tax” is charged
with a percentage of the total sale per thousand dollars going both to the state and the city. Originating
in 1967, according to the state’s website, the conveyance tax is, simply stated, payment for paperwork
mandated by the state to execute the sale.
Properly understood, the conveyance tax is another way of getting more money out of the sale of property than just sales taxes or other levies. Why does
the state demand sellers pay conveyance taxes? Because it can. It is another revenue stream, pure and
simple. The state demands certain papers, papers it
charges do get completed, and then charges again
for it having the onerous task of filing those papers
and finalizing the work. Call it “nickel and diming”
residents for more money.
Cities get into the act under the current regulations
by charging a quarter-percent per thousand dollars of actual sales, collecting the state’s share, and
sending it to Hartford each month, while pocketing
its take. Late last year, West Haven asked for, and
received, permission to create an Enterprise Zone
along the West River corridor in Allingtown along
Front Avenue and extending toward the harbor.
Now an Enterprise Zone entices commercial and
industrial developers to come into the area with the
only carrot to dangle before them: tax breaks. The
new zone along the West River would give potential
developers multi-year tax breaks. The trade off is the
new endeavors will create jobs and help the city’s
Grand List grow, thus bringing tax burdens down.
Under the conveyance tax law, cities with Enterprise Zones can hike its share of the levy from .25
percent per thousand dollars of sale to .50, or a 100
percent increase. The city announced late last month
it was doing just that.
Sellers of real estate property will now shell out
hundreds of dollars more to have the luxury of selling their property. The new tax is expected to bring
in about $500,000 in new revenue.
In our questioning on this story, which appears in
today’s edition, we understood the law and the reasoning. We see a conveyance tax as nothing more
than an attempt at the state and the city to take one
more bite of the taxing apple. It is a nuisance tax and
preys upon sellers. But it is not the only one. The
state is learning to add this little levy on other things
to bloat its coffers.
In our questions we posed this: No one is questioning the city’s RIGHT to raise the tax, but we wonder
about whether it SHOULD. West Haven residents are
taxed to death, and the state squeezes as much as it
can to keep special interests happy. What we wanted
was an assessment of the morality of raising the tax.
Interestingly, no one who answered our questions
even attempted to tackle that issue. “Legal” does not
equate to “moral.” The city had a right to do it and
did. It will get more money out of the tax and will use
it to benefit the masses.
If we read as a bit miffed by the new tax, we are.
Places like Connecticut will find a new way to tax
sooner than look for a way to save. No thought is
given to its affect on taxpayers, nor the morality of
the hike itself. The only thought is how much more
money can be raked into the treasury to create more
dependence and a new constituency.
People are leaving the state in droves. The recent
decision by West Haven is a reason why.

Don’t help Dems on spending
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
So far, the bipartisan infrastructure deal is going through
the normal life cycle of such
proposals -- alive, dead, revived, uncertain.
For Republicans, the best
answer should be dead. They
have nothing to gain by blessing a portion of President Joe
Biden’s spending plans, when
an ungodly amount of money
is going to go out the door regardless of whether they vote
for a chunk of it or not.
The conventional wisdom
is that the Senate has to prove
that it can work, and the test of
its functioning is how much of
Biden’s spending Republicans
endorse.
This is a distorted view
of the Senate’s role, which
shouldn’t be to get on board
a historic spending spree for
which Biden won no mandate and which isn’t justified
by conditions in the country
(it’s not true, for instance, that
the nation’s infrastructure is
crumbling).
Besides, if bipartisan spending is the test, the Senate just a
few weeks ago passed a $200
billion China competition bill
by a 68-32 vote. It used to be
that $200 billion constituted
a lot of money, but now it
doesn’t rate, not when there’s

$6 trillion on the table.
The infrastructure deal
lurched from gloriously alive
to dead when Biden explicitly
linked its passage to the simultaneous passage of a reconciliation bill with the rest of the
Democratic Party’s spending
priorities in it.
Then, it revived again when
Biden walked this back, and
promised a dual track for the
two bills.
The fierce Republican insistence on these two tracks
doesn’t make much sense and
amounts to asking Democrats
to allow a decent interval before going ahead with the rest
of their spending -- Democrats
are going to try to pass a reconciliation whether the bipartisan deal passes or not.
In other words, at the end of
the day, there’s only one track.
The calculation of Republicans supporting the deal is
that a significant bipartisan
package can take some of the
heat oﬀ of Sens. Joe Manchin
and Kyrsten Sinema in their
resistance to eliminating the
filibuster.
A deal that passes and is
signed into law will certainly be a feather in their caps,
but it’s hard to believe they’d
change their minds on the filibuster if the deal fell apart.
They are both so extensively

and adamantly on the record
in favor of the filibuster that a
climb-down would be politically embarrassing and perilous.
Republicans
supporting
the deal also think that it will
make passing the subsequent
reconciliation bill harder.
First, the parts of infrastructure that have the widest support -- roads and bridges -will be in the deal and not in
the reconciliation bill. Second,
the unwelcome tax increases
excluded from the bipartisan
deal will be in the reconciliation bill.
This isn’t a crazy calculation, although it’s not clearly
correct either. The higher the
top-line number is for the
reconciliation bill, the harder
it will be to pass. By allowing Democrats to cleave oﬀ
some spending into a bipartisan deal, the overall number
for the reconciliation bill gets
smaller. In other words, the bipartisan deal could make the
partisan reconciliation easier,
rather than harder, to pass.
It’s not as though Biden is
fiscally prudent on all other
fronts except in this one area,
which he considers a particularly important national investment with unmistakable
returns. No, he’s universally
See Lowry, page 7

WEST HAVEN VOICE

Thursday, July 22, 2021 - Page 7

City doubles conveyance tax in new fiscal year
The beginning of the new
fiscal year brought along
with an increase in the cost to
homeowners looking to sell
their properties. As of July 1,
the city doubled its conveyance tax levy from .25 percent
per thousand dollars of sale
price, to .50 percent.
The increase was implemented due to the state approving the Enterprise Zone
along the West River corridor.
That zone will allow the city to
give tax breaks to potential developers. The city is one of 17
communities in the state that
have the .50 percent levy.
The City Council passed
the increase last spring with
a unanimous vote. Oﬃcials
expect the new revenue, expected to be around $500,000
will be used to finance long

overdue projects.
Mayor Nancy Rossi was
among those hailing the new
levy, saying the city can use
the extra revenue.
“With the State designating
a section of the city an enterprise zone, the (city) was eligible to increase its real estate
conveyance tax from .25% to
.50% per thousand dollars
of real estate transaction value. The State of Connecticut
charges a much higher conveyance tax on local real estate
transactions, which the city
must process and collect money and then forward monthly
to the state,” she said. “The
city’s new .50% per thousand
dollars will generate about
$500,000 additional non property tax revenue for the city,
and a portion will be used

to reimburse the city for the
cost of processing real estate
transactions. Some of this additional funding will also be
invested in the city clerk’s office to facilitate the long overdue digitization of our land
records.”
Finance Chairman Bridgette
Hoskie was also in favor of
the move, which she says supports the mayor’s fiscal vision.
“I’m happy that it passed
unanimously, which is extremely important. This was a
bipartisan show of support of
the mayor’s initiative. The increase brought our rate in line
with the region and county.
The tax is levied at the time
of sale and it’s a one-time fee.
The state as well as the city receive percentage,” she said.
Asked whether this was an
attempt to “nickel and dime”
taxpayers, Republican Councilwoman-at-large
Collen
O’Connor defended the levy.

Lowry: Defense $$ lag
Continued from page 6
profligate. His reckless spending on all fronts (except defense)
makes it more imperative for Republicans to stake out a position in four-square opposition.
The bipartisan deal is hardly exemplary legislation, by the
way. It resorts to all the usual Beltway gimmicks to create the
pretense that it’s paid for, when it’s basically as irresponsible as
the rest of the Biden spending.
Bipartisanship has its uses, but so does partisanship. Joe
Biden wants to be known for his FDR- and LBJ-like government
spending, believing that it’s the key to political success and to
an enduring legacy. Fine. Let him and his party own it.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2021 by King Features Synd., Inc.

“A Conveyance Tax is a tax
imposed on the transfer of real
property at the state, county,
or municipal level. This tax is
generally calculated as a percentage of the sale price. The
conveyance tax is also called
a real estate transfer tax. It is
my opinion that we are not
nickel-and-diming
people.
This tax will only be imposed
when the business or property
is sold. It is a one-time tax, going up .25 percent will not affect the average taxpayer who
plans to stay in West Haven,”
she said.
GOP Councilman Barry Lee
Cohen (R-10), who is the frontrunner for his party’s nomination in the November mayoral
election said this was the first
increase he has supported.
“As evidenced by my council record, I never voted for fee
increases of any kind prior to
this .25 percent increase in the
conveyance fee. I have stated

numerous times, a fee is just
another tax. It comes out of
the same wallet that we pay
our high personal property
taxes,” he said. “However, it
is extremely important to note
that the conveyance fee is paid
by the seller. It is not being
borne by the buyer or existing
property owners. Most importantly, we are not deterring
buyers from coming to West
Haven.”
The convenance tax was enacted by the state in 1967 is
was added onto the sale costs
of property as a way of paying
for the transactional fees associated.
Since the tax was enacted,
the state as added other conveyance to raise revenue.
The state allows municipalities with Enterprise Zones to
raise the levy as a means of
oﬀsetting lost revenue in tax
arrangements with new developers.

O’Brien to forego Democratic primary

Last week, former Mayor Edward M. O’Brien
announced that he will forgo the primary, and
instead will run for mayor of West Haven in the
general election, Nov. 2.
“After months of speaking with city residents
and more importantly, listening, it has become
crystal clear that residents of West Haven have
grown tired of the political climate and would
rather vote for government oﬃcials on their
ability and record of accomplishments than political aﬃliation,” said Ed O’Brien.

COLONIAL
PROPERTIES

Residential & Commercial Brokerage
200 Boston Post Road, Orange

“Running in the primary makes it impossible
to run as a team. However, the general election
will aﬀord all groups a seat at the table and for
the first time, in West Haven’s 100-year history,
give us the possibility to collaborate together
regardless of political aﬃliation.
O’Brien said his admistration will taxes, increase safety, and improve education and the
quality of life for all residents. He team will
face Democratic or Republican candidates still
to be determined in cacuses this week.

Fred A. Messore
Senior Vice President
Cell: 203-988-6298
fred@colprop.com
www.colprop.com

ON
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Call Me Today To Discuss All Of Your Real Estate Needs!
RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

135 Grand Street, West Haven
Walk To Sandy Beach! 3 Bedroom,
1.5 Bathroom Cape Cod on oversized .33
+/- acre fenced in lot! It offers an eat-inkitchen, dining room, a den/sunroom that
opens to a deck and has a two car garage.
Listed for $289,900

ON

T!
I
OS
P
DE

343 Beach St, #506, West Haven

!

D
OL

S

88 Farwell Street, West Haven

Beachfront Condominium! Rare 5th
Commercial/Industrial Building!
floor end unit with 1,670 SF +/-, 2 bedroom’s 10,900 SF +/- on .69 acre +/- lot. New roof
& 2 full bathroom’s. It features french doors
installed, (2) Drive in doors, Heavy power,
leading to a larger balcony to enjoy the
Ample parking and room for outdoor storage
wonderful views of Sandy Beach from.
in fenced lot.
Listed for $324,999
SOLD for $715,000

A Company You Can Trust.....Honesty, Integrity, Responsiveness
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Senior Center re opens;
Maddern new director
West Haven Senior Center
finally reopened its doors on
Thursday, July 8, and oﬃcials
and staﬀ are excited to welcome back the senior community, 55 and up.
As well as the center reopening after a long 14-month
shutdown, the center’s members welcome Alyssa Maddern, MS, CTRS as the new
Director of Elderly Services.
Maddern is a life-long resident of West Haven, and said
she is “thrilled” to join the Senior Center staﬀ.
Similar to how COVID-19
has aﬀected everyone and
everything, the center closed
more than 14 months ago.
Along with the pandemic, the
city needed to replace recently
retired Director of Elderly Services, Sharon Mancini, with
Maddern filling that role.
Maddern said she plans on
retaining popular programs,
and other events that made
the center a hit with seniors.
“I plan to continue our
community’s favorites such
as Bingo, chair exercise, and,
hopefully, reintroduce the beloved out trips and special occasions in the next year, 2022,”
she said. However, I also plan
on utilizing both my knowledge of therapeutic recreation
and my bright creativity in
order to incorporate new,
unique programming. My
team is just as eager as our seniors to have our Center back
in action and we surely have
missed everyone just as much
and even more.”
At the West Haven Senior
Center, the Department of Elderly Services provides a variety of services and activities
to help West Haven residents
55 or older “enhance their
dignity, support their independence and encourage their
involvement with the community.”
The center will continue to
send out monthly newsletters to its clientele through the
mail as well as electronically
available through the www.
cityofwesthaven.com. Seniors
should go to “Elderly Services”, and follow the newsletter
link or www.ourseniorcenter.

com—type in West Haven Senior Center.
Before coming to West Haven, Maddern was a Lifestyle
Specialist at Maplewood Senior Living in Orange, where
she developed and facilitated
various activities daily. Maddern has her MS and BS from
Southern Connecticut State
University, where she studied
Recreation & Leisure Studies,
in Therapeutic Recreation.
She has also been employed
in a variety of places, including 12 years at the West Haven
Parks & Recreation where she
was led successfully by both
Diane Dietman, West Haven’s
Family and Youth Services Director, and retired Director of
Parks and Recreation, William
“Bill” Slater.
If you or someone you may
know have any questions,
comments, and reach out by
calling (203) 937-3507.

Photo courtesy of Patricia C. Horvath

Allingtown Green hosts destination wedding
Justice of the Peace Jasmine Acevedo, the city’s assistant registrar of vital statistics, oﬃciates the marriage of Jackeline Quizhpi and Jean Michael Paredes on the recently renovated
Allingtown Green on June 18. The new West Haven couple, formerly of Manhattan, chose the
beautiful Green as their wedding destination. Among the family and friends in attendance
were Mayor Nancy R. Rossi and City Clerk Patricia C. Horvath.
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Ralph Eberle Park honors former councilman
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Third Avenue Park was renamed The Ralph Eberle Park in honor of
the late councilman at a dedication ceremony Sunday.
Mayor Nancy R. Rossi helped Eberle’s wife, Lisa, and his daughter,
Victoria, remove a black shroud revealing a wooden red, white and blue
sign in his memory, as dozens of friends, loved ones, and former and
current city oﬃcials who served with Eberle looked on.
Eberle, a lifelong resident of the neighborhood he represented on the
City Council, served the Center’s 3rd District from Dec. 1, 2013, until
his death on July 8, 2017, at age 52.
The afternoon dedication, held on the park grounds at Third Avenue
and May Street, included remarks by Rossi, West Haven Fire Department Chief James P. O’Brien and City Council Chairman Ronald M.
Quagliani, D-at large, all of whom served with Eberle on the council.
Also speaking was state Rep. Dorinda Borer (D-115), and Louis P.
Esposito Jr., Rossi’s executive assistant, was the master of ceremonies.
Rossi said Eberle, a Democrat, was a public-spirited member of the
community who served West Haven well, including serving as president of the PTA Council.
“I have such fond memories of Ralph,” Rossi said. “He was a leader
with a commitment to public service and an independence that reflected
the concerns of his district.”
The 2.1-acre park, also formerly known as Chamber of Commerce
Park, was recently renovated with a new playground and basketball
court. He worked as a manager at North Sails, an international sailmaker based in Milford.

Photo by Ernie Chiarelli

From left, Victoria Eberle and her mother, Lisa Eberle, are joined by mayoral Executive Assistant
Louis P. Esposito Jr. and Mayor Nancy R. Rossi to unveil a wooden red, white and blue sign dedicating
The Ralph Eberle Park on Sunday. The 2.1-acre park, formerly Third Avenue Park, was renamed in
memory of Eberle, who represented the Center’s 3rd District on the City Council from Dec. 1, 2013,
until his death on July 8, 2017, at age 52.

Mullins: Enters mayor’s race
Continued from page 3
Haven High School students over the
years. Mullins is a Past Worshipful Master of
Annawon Lodge, #115, Ancient Free & Accepted Masons of West Haven and is a communicant of the Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit
in West Haven.
Mullins’ wife, a registered oncology nurse
serves as Secretary of the West Haven Board
of Health. Together they have a 17-year-old

daughter that graduated from West Haven
High School last month and a 14-year-old son,
that will begin his freshman year at the school
this fall.
He said being mayor will only continue a
path he’s forged for decades.
“For 30 years, I have always had West Haven’s best interest at heart. I have always put
West Haven first and will continue to do so as
mayor,” he said.

Thank you for all your support
during the pandemic! As a
community your Love Light was
beaming bright and was nothing
short of AMAZING!

WE ARE PROUD TO HAVE BEEN YOUR
PANDEMIC PIZZA RESPONSE CREW!
Shout out to my Salty Crew for being Rockstars!

203-932-5353
West Haven, CT
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Historian’s corner
The Settling of Kelsey Hill
Part II
Painter Park
In 1959, The Boy lived on
Kelsey Avenue: On summer
nights, he was allowed to ride
his bicycle up to Painter Park
each night after dinner, “Just
as long as you’re back home
before dark.” This newfound
freedom was exhilarating for
the seven-year-old, and unthinkable for any parent or
child of today’s era.
Once he arrived at the
park, The Boy would stop
and watch part of the baseball
games that seemed to be
taking place there every night.
To The Boy’s inexperienced
eyes, it was clear that this
“Twilight League” was a far
cry from Little League games
that he had seen—these were
men, not boys—and for sure
they knew exactly what
they were doing. The boy
watched, fascinated. As dusk
approached, he pedaled past
the park’s tennis courts and
headed for home.
But how did Painter Park
come about and from where?
And how was it developed?
Well, it’s like this…
The first Board of Park
Commissioners
for
the
Borough of West Haven was
created by the borough’s

Board of Selectmen on Aug. 1,
1919. The first members were
Edward Gagel, President, Dr.
Charles Phelps, Secretary, and
Charles Treat, Vice President.
The board’s main function
during its early years was the
acquisition and development
of property to be used for park
and recreation purposes.
The first properties acquired
were, Painter Park (1921),
Ray Park (1921), Shingle Hill
Park, (1919), Barney Hill
Park (1928), Allingtown Park
(1921), Dawson Avenue Park
(aka Abbott Park), Beach
Bluff Park (1920), Morse Park
(1921), Chamber of Commerce
Park
(1929),
Commerce
Park, Bassett and Graham
Properties, Huggan Field
(1927), North End Park (1925).
In addition, West Haven Green
was given to the community
by First Church in 1875.
Perhaps the most significant
property acquisition was that
of Painter Park, which was donated by:
Descendants of the Graham
family-~Frank L. Nason and
Stanley L. Nason,
And the great-grandsons of
noted Revolutionary figure
Thomas Painter- ~Henry M.
Painter and Robert K. Painter.
As the legal paperwork stated, “For the uses and purpose

By Dan Shine

of a public park to be known
as ‘Painter Park’ forever. All
that certain piece or parcel
of land at Painter’s Rocks so
called, and containing thirtythree and one-half acres, more
or less.”
In its first year a clear vision
for the park was emerging:
To quote a Parks and Recreation Annual Report, “several
acres of Painter Park had already been cleared and with a
moderate amount of grading
will furnish an excellent field
for the various athletic sports
the remainder is capable of
development into one of the
most attractive forest parks
around.” Field #1 (the baseball field) was completed in
1923; Fields 2 and 3 followed
shortly thereafter.
By 1925, Painter Park had
driveways, bleachers, benches
and playground equipment
installed and ready for use.
By that time, the fledgling
Town of West Haven, no longer a Borough of Orange, had
appointed Herbert Scranton
as Superintendent of Parks,
responsible for upkeep of all
West Haven parks. He would
continue in that capacity until
1932 when he would be succeeded by Harry Noyes, who
would continue until 1954. In
1928, tennis courts became the

newest available facility to be
oﬀered by the town through
Painter Park.
Over the years, the majority
of West Haven residents have
benefitted in one way or another from the existence of this
fine park, through a multitude
of gatherings and sporting
events of all types. To those
who donated the land, the
time and the talents to make
the vision a reality, we say
Well Done!
Ed Note: We thank Cathie
Iaccarino, Peter Malia James
Holt and Mark Paine, without whose capable and most
willing assistance, this story
would not have been possible.

Dan Shine is a columnist for
the West Haven Voice, and
local history buff
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Since it opened in the in the 1920s, Painter Park was a venue
for thousands of baseball games on the main diamond, the
first field opened. It is now called Noyes Field after Harry
Noyes, Sr., who skippered and played for the West Haven
Sailors in their heyday. Fields 2 and 3 were softball fields, and
places for kids to play pickup games until the 1990s, when it
was converted to a soccer field, now Founders Field.
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Every Child Deserves A

HEAD START In Life!
Are you a parent looking for a
high-quality pre-school in West Haven?

We Are Here For You
Head Start is a high-quality
school readiness program
for children ages 3 to
5 from income eligible
families. The program
gives children a “Head
^ƚĂƌƚ͟ŝŶůŝĨĞďǇƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ
their growth and
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚŝŶĂƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ
learning environment.

West Haven Community House
www.whcommunityhouse.org

203-934-5221 Call Today!

West Haven Community House
Established 1941

EDC eyes ‘Hidden Gems’
It was January of 2020, and West Haven’s Economic Development Commission - which had languished for some time, with
only two commissioners remaining - was fully stocked and hot
out of the gate: the commission had several meetings and began
planning several projects. Optimism was high - and then it all
came, like everything else, to a screeching halt.
The commission is back in business, however, and is launching a new project which aims to spotlight street-level businesses
in the community via our local newspaper. Each month, the
commission will highlight a selection of the vibrant small businesses that we have in our city - and you can learn all about
them right here in the Voice.
The commission sees this as a morale booster, and a very appropriate fit with the Centennial celebrations. Called Hidden
Gems, the column will make more visible the many small businesses that contribute to our quality of life.
According to AdvanceCT, 80 percent of economic development in the state consists of small businesses. The column is a
point of departure for readers to explore or support the ones we
have here in town.
Each month, the panel will take a survey of 3-5 businesses on a
given theme. Themes will reflect the changing seasons we enjoy
here in the Nutmeg state; e.g., in the fall it will most likely be
holiday gift-giving leading up to Small Business Saturday; in
the spring, it could be preparing for proms.
“West Haven has an amazing array of quality restaurants of
all types, and they have by and large survived the shutdown
and continue to need our support,” said Christine Gallo, Chairman of the EDC. “In addition, we have a myriad of other small
businesses which add so much to West Haven - and it seems that
residents are not always aware of many of them. This column
intends to not only bring customers to businesses that wish to
serve them, but also to introduce businesses to customers who
may be looking for specific concerns to patronize. I think people
will be surprised by just how much there is in town when it
comes to unique small businesses.”
Gallo also added that the EDC is working with AdvanceCT on
setting up a workshop that will outline baseline data and strategies for small businesses in West Haven.
The Economic Development Commission holds public meetings at City Hall and always welcomes community input; check
the city’s website for the next meeting date, time, and agenda.

Tuesday, August 31st
5:30 - 6:30 pm on Zoom

Virtual
Talks on
the Road:
Votes for
Women
Join us in learning about the women's
suffrage movement from the Connecticut
Women's Hall of Fame. This Talk on the Road
is about the fight for women's right to vote,
as well as the Connecticut women that
fought on a local, state, and national level to
earn the right to vote.

Registration Required!
To register, call (203) 937-4233 ext. 3, email
reference@westhavenlibrary.org, or stop by the
library at 300 Elm St.

Public Notice
The West Haven City
Council will conduct inperson meetings commencing with the July 2021 meeting. Meetings will be held
at City Hall in the Harriet
North Room or City Council Chambers. City Council
meetings are held on the
4th Monday of July and
August and the 2nd and
4th Monday of the month
throughout the rest of the
year.
Limited in-person seating
is available and those in attendance will be required
to comply with all City
Council procedures including any COVID-19 procedures that may be in place.
Unvaccinated individuals
are required to wear face
coverings.
City Council meetings
will continue to be uploaded to the City of West Haven’s YouTube Channel for
viewing. Those residents
wishing to participate in
the Public Input portion
of the agenda may do so
in person, via email, or by
regular mail. Please refer
to the City Council Public
Comment procedures for
additional information.
Ronald M. Quagliani
Chairman
West Haven City Council
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Post 71: 19U, 16U teams
heading into final weeks
Continued from page 16
struck out eight and walked seven.
Post 71 fell to Grind Carolina, 11-4, in the nightcap. Carolina
scored once in the first oﬀ Buonocore, then added four more in
the third and one in the fourth for a 6-0 lead.
West Haven moved to 6-2-1 with a 5-5 tie against South Meriden in a game stopped after seven innings due to darkness.
Jones led the oﬀense with two hits, while Buonocore scored
twice.
Trailing 1-0 in the second, West Haven evened the contest
when Hume singled to score Axelrod, who had reached on an
error.
The Westies took a 4-1 lead in the third as Jones and Harp
singled and Buonocore walked to load the bases. Jones scored
on an error for a 2-1 lead, before Axelrod reached on an error to
score Harp and Buonocore.
After South Meriden evened the game at four, West Haven
took a 5-4 lead in the fifth when a ground out by Cruz scored
Buonocore, who opened the inning with a single.
Constantinople pitched five innings, allowing five runs, three
earned, on four hits. The West Haven starter walked three and

Festival: Popular event makes return
Continued from page 1
thrilled to see it return for the
West Haven Centennial Celebration and just as excited
to join in on the fun.
“The boys in the band can’t
wait to get a little Shameless
with West Haven on July 31!”
If it rains, all bands will
play in the West Haven High
auditorium, 1 Circle St.
The Centennial Savin Rock
Festival will join other events
observing West Haven’s secession from Orange a century ago. The rural and residential sections of Orange
separated in 1921 when the
residential part, West Haven,
became the state’s youngest
town.
The committee’s hospitality table will sell centennial

coins, lapel pins and lawn
signs at the hospitality table.
Each person who buys a
$10 lawn sign will get entered into a raﬄe for a chance
to push a “start button” to
help launch this year’s fireworks. The winner and up to
three guests will also dine on
burgers and hot dogs under
the Savin Rock Fireworks
Committee’s hospitality tent
before and during the display.
The 2021 fireworks, billed
as “They Will Be Heard on
the 3rd,” will launch oﬀ
Bradley Point Park at 8 p.m.
Sept. 3, with a rain date of
Sept. 4.
All merchandise proceeds
generated by the centennial
committee will oﬀset expens-

es and support the $50,000
centennial budget approved
by the City Council, said
committee
Chairwoman
Beth A. Sabo, the city’s commissioner of human resources.
Local vendor JOD Designs,
a veteran-owned screen
printing company, will sell
centennial T-shirts.
West Haven’s flagship festival was established in 1982
by the Chamber of Commerce — initially under the
direction of Brian M. Stone,
David Gesler and Michael
Shiner and thereafter by
John L. Perrone and his wife,
Mary Perrone — to bring organizations, clubs, businesses and families together for a
summer festival.

Grassy Hill Auctions
$ CASH $ For Your Items!!
Always Buying
Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments
(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone
& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken
or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &
MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old
Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &
Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,
Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,
Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical
Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial
Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney
Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,
Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk
Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern
Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,
Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…
& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&
ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore
Owners
(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com

bsg

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

GB Masonry

184 Campbell Ave
West Haven, CT 06516

203-934-3100
emmettsautoct.com

Stone Walls * Sidewalks * Pavers
Chimneys * Brickwork * Flagstone
Stone Siding * Stucco
Fully Insured -- Quality Work!
17 years Experience
Jimmy-- 203-206-1159
gbmasonrystone@gmail.com

This Spot is for You!
Fred A. Messore, CIREC, GRI, SFR
Senior Vice President

Tel: 203.795.8060 x26
Fax: 203.795.8046
Cell: 203.988.6298
fred@colprop.com

Call today about special pricing

2039 34639 7

Classified
Thursday, July 22, 2021

CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?
Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 9 329 367,
And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience
Friendly service.
FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.
Desk/Space from $29 5/month.
Full office with waiting area
$69 5/month, includes off-street
parking, Use of penthouse meeting room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview.
(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 301

SITUATIONS WANTED
Seamstress, over 30 years’
experience. Can do everything,
pants, suits, dresses, gowns, etc.
Reasonable rates. Call Debbie,
(203) 9 085050
FOR SALE
Ping Golf clubs, $100;
Craftsman Table saw, 2.5 HP.
$50. Call 203-710-5056.

PLUMBING PROBLEMS???
Leaky pipes, Leaky Faucets,
Leaky Showers, RunningToilet,
Leaky Toilet, Drain Cleaning,
Leaky Hot Water Heater, Gardbage Disposals, Dryer/Washers,
Laundry Lines, Dishwasher Lines,
30 gal. Gas, or 40 gal. Electric
GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor Water Heaters, Baseboard Instalrepairs, tree work, hedge- lations and Repairs, Gas Stoves,
trimming,
power
washing, FULL PLUMBING REPAIR SERInsured. Free estimates. Call VICES, 24/7days a week at (203)
5846868.
(203) 5069 384.
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs -- Walls and ceilings,
sheetrock, carpentry. Free estimates. Insured HC#064709 3. Bill
(203) 9 012136.

John’s Lawn Cutting
203-508-3659
Call for estimate!
CARPENTRY, REPAIRS
Decks, porches, wall,s ceilings,
sheetrock, taping, water dameage, repairs. Free estimates, insured. MC/Visa.CT. Lic. 064709 3.
Bill, (203) 9 012136.!

HELP WANTED
House cleaners wanted – in
West Haven. $11/hour. Transportation if needed. Ask for
Joe, 203-627-5840.
HELP WANTED
Babysitter is needed in West
Haven mornings. The child is 10
years of age. Person hired needs
to drop the child oﬀ to school each
day. Will be dropped oﬀ at your
house at 6:30 a.m., and pick the
child up after school. Child must
be at bus stop at 8:15, dropped oﬀ
at 12:30. Salary negotiable. Call
Carnell Artis, 203-257-0248.

PATRICIA’S CLEANING
SERVICE
Clean house and apartments
and oﬃce. Oneday service, moving in or moving out. Thirty-plus
years experience. Excellent service and references. If interested,
contact Patricia, 203-9 828239 .
SEEKING NEW STUDENTS
Grammynominated musician/
piano teacher Judy Pancoast now
accepting new students to start
in September in West Haven. All
ages. Email mamanook@comcast.net for all the details.
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NOW HIRING
Seeking qualified laborers for our siding crews, masonry crews &
demo crews.
ESTAMOS CONTRATANDO
Buscando trabajadores calificados para nuestros equipos de revestimiento, equipos de albañilería y equipos de demostración.
Interested candidates should apply here:
bit.ly/ctconstruction

West Haven Elk’s Lodge
Hall Rentals
150 person capacity.
Low Prices.
Bar and Kitchen
facilities available.
Great for all functions.
Free Parking.
203-671-4322 / 203-933-1537
PIANO LESSONS
BY COMPUTER
Since 19 9 2, in your home
when we can.
Beginners welcome,
reasonable rates.
Details, References.
In West Haven:203479 4467

Answers
to last week·s
puzzles

July 22, 2021
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Letters
Developer questions P&Z vision
The stagnated residents of West Haven should consider moving to Canada where socialism is an accepted practice, I’ve
moved here from Canada because I don’t value socialism, I value the opportunity for prosperity this country oﬀers, especially
by creating value in making others live a better quality of life,
these complaining neighbors can’t even imagine. The neighbors
who spoke against the proposed project had two years to purchase this property and fulfill their dreams. Nothing stopped
them besides their lack of a vision. If they wanted something
they should have purchased the property and done it for themselves.
Unemployed residents living oﬀ my tax dollars have more
rights as to the future of this property than the actual taxpayer
owner of the property, the fact of the matter is this property has
been on the market for three years and no one has shown any
interest in it.
Developers do not want to bring business to West Haven,
business is moving out of West Haven not in, as no one believes
that West Haven is accommodating. The City of West Haven
is an unwelcoming town to innovation and change. I’m thinking out of the box because change is needed in West Haven. All
those commissioners of the Planning & Zoning Commission,
who created the plan of conservation and development, think
they did the town justice with their opinions. The fact that they
are both the judge and jury is absurd and just not a democratic
process.
When the town wakes up and smells the coﬀee, and this project goes ahead, 150-200 residents of West Haven will be better
oﬀ than they are now. Those future residents will also have
rights, and they shouldn’t lose out because of a non-progressive, stagnated board of P&Z commissioners.
When the question was posed to the commissioners on what
feasible, practical plan they want to see for 855 Boston Post Road
property, they came up with nothing, only dreams and hopes,
no visions or plans. If they wanted their dreams to come true,
they should have purchased it and made it happen. The fact is,
no one is moving a business into West Haven because of the
current negative climate concerning accommodating business
growth and development. Mixed messages are sent.
Leaders say they want a revitalized and prosperous commercial corridor, but they do nothing to incentivize such a project.
they think that by being an obstacle somehow development will
happen. The State oﬀers an Enterprise Zone, which includes this
corridor, but they push potential development away. Investing
$25-30 million into the town can’t in any way cause a negative
reaction to anyone. It will have a lasting positive eﬀect and will
increase the quality of life for all those surrounding.
They expect me to bring them a proposal that satisfies their
needs, but P&Z can’t point to one other property on the Boston Post Road that has added value over the last 20 years they
would like me to use as guidance. As it stands, the status quo
will remain until a more diverse, conservative Planning & Zoning Commission is established that has a plan and vision, not a
dream and hope.
Thinking that Sam’s Club and Lowe’s going out of business in
Orange and turning into an Amazon parking and truck terminal
is what we should strive for here is misguided. It’s time for introspection as to where our priorities are.
I personally think we need a realignment of our priorities.
Caving into Amazon and stepping over small business is small
minded. Orange is allowing for Amazon to take over two major
commercial properties is, I believe, a cowardly move. Mixeduse commercial opportunities that bring LIFE and revitalization
to the neighborhood are conservation and development. Taking
more power away from small Mom and Pop Shops transferring
to Amazon is not where the future of our development should
be.
Our proposal did not remove the commercial aspects of this
property. With our proposal we added triple the amount of
commercial use at this location. It satisfies revitalization of the
property to the best possible use; and, to date, there has not
been any proposals, plans, or visions set forth that are even a
fraction of the amount of good our project would create.
Leah Aber
Land Owner
855 Orange Avenue LLC

Centennial bocce tournament July 31

The Department of Parks and Recreation is registering 24
two-person teams for the Centennial Savin Rock Festival Bocce
Tournament,set for 10 a.m. July 31 at the Old Grove Park courts
on Palace Street. The coed, single-elimination tournament is
composed of three divisions of eight teams for those over 60
and those under 60.Sign up by calling Park-Rec at (203) 9373651 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. weekdays.

- WE ARE OPEN -

FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT

FRESH, CLEAN, SAFE ENVIRONMENT
Anniversaries | Baptisms | Bar/Bat Mitzvahs | Birthdays
Meetings | Communions | Fund Raisers | Reunions
Showers | Wedding Receptions
We accommodate up to 200 Guests, Full Kitchen Facility, Bar Room Facility
and Stage, Deck/Patio and Grill, Full Audio & Video Projector, LED
Dance Lights, Wireless Internet, Ample Parking, ADA Compliant Access

WEST RIVER HALL
For Reservations:
(203) 937-0088

37 ORLANDO STREET, WEST HAVEN, CT 06516
info@westriverhall.com | www.westriverhall.com
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Sandcastle queens
Samantha Boyd, left, and Brooklyn Loehfelm, both 10, receive a mayoral citation for their winning sand sculpture,
“Shelltown,” from city Youth and Family Services Director
Diane Dietman during the West Haven Centennial Celebration’s Summer Sandcastle Contest at Sea Bluﬀ Beach on
Saturday. The runners-up for their blobfish sand sculpture
were Jocelyn Kenny, 9, Paige Kenny, 12, and Kai Ruotolo,
10. Each team received a “Mayor’s Choice Award” citation
from Mayor Nancy R. Rossi. The event was presented by
the West Haven PTA Council in collaboration with the West
Haven Prevention Council, Youth and Family Services and
the city Department of Parks and Recreation.

Post 71 teams head into final weeks
The West Haven Post 71 19U American Legion baseball team opened the
season with three straight victories
and is now 4-2 to start the campaign.
The Westies began the summer season with a 7-6 home victory over Wallingford. Dan Izzo picked up the win
in relief of Hunter Axelrod. The Westies came from a 5-1 deficit to win the
game.
Post 71 improved to 2-0 with a 3-0
victory at Wallingford. The Westies
had only three hits in the game and
scored all their runs in the first inning,
with the big hit coming oﬀ the bat of
Boni as his double scored Jones.
West Haven capitalized on Wallingford errors in the opening inning, but
that was enough as Lorenzo Espinal
was the diﬀerence in the game. Espinal threw seven innings of no-hit ball,
striking out five and walking three.
The Westies improved to 3-0 with a
3-0 victory over North Haven. Supan
tossed a complete game shutout, allowing seven hits while striking out
seven.
Izzo led the oﬀense with a double
and triple, Supan had a run-scoring
double, and Jones and Boni each had a
hit and drove in a run with a sacrifice
fly.
West Haven fell to 3-1 with a 2-1 loss
at North Haven. Izzo pitched well with
six strikeouts, but a two-run bloop
single in the fifth was all North Haven
needed in the victory. Supan’s runscoring single was West Haven’s lone
hit in the contest.
Post 71 got back on the winning track
with a 4-1 road victory over North Haven on Saturday. Lorenzo Espinal allowed just one run on four hits in six
innings of work in the victory.
Post 71 fell to 4-2 and dropped out
of first place in zone action with a 7-2
loss at Hamden. Axelrod led the offense with a pair of hits, but it was not
enough on the loss.
The team has cooled oﬀ since open-

ing the season with four wins in its
first six games. After a pair of losses
dropped the Westies to 4-3, West Haven got back in the win column with a
10-0 victory over Hamden.
After a suspended contest, Post 71
fell to 5-4 with a 9-2 loss to Madison.
Tyler Jones led the oﬀense with two
hits, a run batted in, and a run scored,
while Wyatt had one hit and drove in
the other West Haven run.
The team fell to 5-5 with a 5-0 loss to
Wallingford. Supan pitched well over
six innings, but the oﬀense managed
just five hits, including two apiece by
Tyler Jones and Joe Santos.
The Westies dropped their third
straight, falling to Branford, 7-3. Axelrod struck out four in four innings of
work, but it was not enough.
The losing streak ended at three as
the Westies improved to 6-6 with a
9-5 victory at Branford. West Haven
scored twice in the first on two walks
and a single by Santos, before pulling
away with five runs in the fifth.
The Westies won their second in a
row and improved to 7-6 with a 4-2
home win over Branford. Post 71 got
on the board in the first when Izzo
singled, Tyler Jones walked, and each
came around to score.
West Haven added two more runs
in the sixth as Boni walked, and three
Branford errors allowed both Boni and
Wyatt to score.
West Haven improved to 8-6 with
its third straight victory, a 9-4 decision
over Orange at Piurek Field.
West Haven fell on the road 3-2
against Orange to drop to 8-7. The
Westies could not get going on oﬀense
as walks and errors produced the West
Haven runs.
Post 71 then fell to Orange, 5-4 ,in
West Haven. The loss dropped the
Westies to 8-8.
Boni reached on an error and scored
on a single by Wyatt in the first, before
Boni drove in Evan Jones and Tyler

Jones in the fifth. Trailing 5-3 in the
seventh, West Haven got within a run
when Harp and Tyler Jones each doubled for a run, but the Westies could
not get the equalizer.
The Westies then traveled to Madison to complete a suspended game in
which they led 1-0 as Izzo doubled and
Tyler Jones (2 hits) and Boni singled
in the first. The game was suspended
with West Haven leading 1-0 in the
third, but Madison scored the final
four runs to drop Post 71 to 8-9 on the
year.
West Haven dropped its fourth
straight with a 1-0 loss to Stratford at
Piurek Field.. Santos pitched well, allowing one run on one hit in four innings of work.
The 16U team started the season
with five wins in its first six games. The
Westies opened the season with a pair
of wins over Bridgeport, winning the
first game, 10-2 ,and the nightcap, 14-3.
In the opener, KJ Harp and Jesse Buonocore led the oﬀense with two hits
apiece. Harp scored twice and drove in
a run, while Buonocore had two hits,
two runs batted in, and a run scored.
Mike Madera had one hit, scored twice
and drove in a run.
Buonocore went the distance on
the mound, allowing one hit and no
earned runs. He walked six and struck
out three.
In the nightcap, West Haven used an
11-hit attack to improve to 2-0. Harp
and Madera led the way with three hits
apiece, with Harp scoring three runs
and driving and three, and Madera
knocking in a pair.
Evan Jones and Haygen Axelrod
each scored three runs, Cam Cruz
scored twice and drove in a pair, and
Anthony Constantinople had one hit,
scored once, and drove in a pair.
Chase Supan and Constantinople
combined on the hill in the victory as
Supan allowed two runs, while walking four and striking out eight in

four innings of work. Constantinople
finished, allowing two hits and one
earned run.
The Westies fell to 2-1 with a 6-1 loss
against Northeast Clutch. West Haven
was held to just three hits in the game
oﬀ the bats of Madera, Jones and Harp.
Constantinople pitched four innings,
allowing three earned runs, while
walking four and striking out one.
Post 71 got back on the winning track
with a 6-5 victory over CT Grind White
Thursday evening. A sloppy game by
both teams saw West Haven prevail by
scoring the go-ahead run in the sixth
inning.
Madera and Jones led the oﬀense as
each had a pair of hits, scored twice
and drove in a run. Mark Lynch also
scored in the victory.
West Haven improved to 4-1 with a
5-4 victory over City Angels Baseball
Academy Saturday afternoon in the
opening game of a doubleheader.
Dylan Supan led the oﬀense with
two hits and two runs scored, and
Harp drove in a pair.
The Westies picked up their fifth win
of the season with a 7-6 decision over
the City Angels in the nightcap.
Harp and Axelrod led the oﬀense
with two hits and a run scored apiece,
while Jones drove in three runs, and
Madera scored twice in the win.
After a two-week layoﬀ due to
weather cancellations, the team returned to action with a split of a doubleheader in Orange against a pair of
Grind teams. With the split, West Haven moved to 6-2 on the year.
The Westies defeated Grind White,
6-3, in their return to action at Brinley
Field in Orange. Despite being held to
just five hits, West Haven capitalized
on nine walks it was issued in the contest.
Supan as the Westie pitcher scattered three hits in five innings of work,
allowing three runs, one earned. He
See Post 71, page 13

