West Haven

Voice

August 5, 2021
Vol. 26, Issue 15 16 Pages

By Michael P. Walsh

Special to the Voice

Amid a weekend of fabulous weather and crowds 5,000
strong, the Centennial Savin Rock Festival paid homage to the
enduring legacy of “the Rock” while marking West Haven’'s
100th anniversary.

The two-day festival, held by the City of West Haven Centen-
nial Celebration Committee in historic Old Grove Park, was part
of a six-month series of free events commemorating the commu-
nity’s 1921 birth and its incorporation by the General Assembly
as Connecticut’s youngest municipality.

The shoreline festival showcased West Haven’s past 100 years
and the time-honored recipe — musical groups, rides, games,
mouthwatering food — that made the 20th-century Savin Rock
Park so storied as “the playground of New England.”

Marenna Amusements once again supplied the midway of
rides and games.

A baker’s dozen dream of food and dessert trucks on Palace
Street served up burgers, hot dogs, cheesesteak, fried dough,
gyros, lobster rolls, kebabs and spicy chicken, as well as cannoli,
cupcakes and ice cream.

The festival opened Friday with welcoming remarks by May-
or Nancy R. Rossi, the committee’s honorary chairwoman, and
followed with a spectacular rendition of “The Star-Spangled
Banner” by West Haven’s own Grace Kelly Nowak.

Rossi thanked the army of city departments, staff and volun-
teers that made the festival possible, including Public Works
Commissioner Tom J. McCarthy, Human Resources Commis-
sioner Beth A. Sabo, food truck coordinator Kristen Teshoney
and entertainment coordinator John Ziada.

Rossi also encouraged people to check the West Haven City
Hall Facebook page and the city website for information on up-
coming centennial events.

“We have plenty of food trucks, we have gorgeous weather,
and we have tents with items to buy,” Rossi told the festive
crowd. “I hope everyone enjoys themselves and has a great
time.”

Radio personality Brian Smith, back for a fourth time as the
“ringmaster” of ceremonies, then heralded the evening’s musi-
cal lineup by proclaiming, “We're back in business, baby!”

The Hooch, an acoustic duo melding elements of hip-hop, pop
and soul with smooth vocals, warmed up the sea of concertgoers
for headliner Mean Carlene, the hometown favorite.

MC played a two-hour-plus show of the party rock anthems
you know by heart, including Dave Matthews Band’s “Ants
Marching,” AC/DC’s “Highway to Hell,” Bryan Adams’ “Sum-
mer of '69” and Neil Diamond’s “Sweet Caroline.”

The band of jokesters — Rob Hames on bass guitar and vo-
cals, Joe LaDore on acoustic guitar and vocals, Bobby Moran on
electric guitar and vocals, Rich Weber on drums and vocals —
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Top -- Party rock band Shameless performs at the Centennial Savin Rock Festival in Old

Grove Park on Saturday evening. The two-day festival, held by the City of West Haven Cen-

tennial Celebration Committee as part of events marking the community’s 100th birthday,

attracted crowds of 5,000 and featured a fleet of food trucks. Below -- West Haven’s Carlin

Guarneri, left, and Elaine Costanzo have fun dancing to the music of Mean Carlene on Friday
evening.
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Noah Moore, age 4, a student at West Haven Child Devlop-
ment Center, Inc., says, “ The sun is looking for the rain!”
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On this Date

2009 -- General Abdel
Aziz sworn in as President
of Mauritania. General Ab-
del Aziz, who came to pow-
er in a coup in 2008, was
sworn in as the President of
Mauritania after elections
in 2009.

1963 -- Partial Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty is Signed.
Also known as the Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty, the docu-
ment was signed by the
Soviet Union, the United
Kingdom, and the Unit-
ed States in Moscow. The
treaty, which came as a
response to the heighten-
ing tensions due to the
frequent testing of nuclear
weapons by the these 3
countries during the Cold
War, banned the testing of
nuclear weapons anywhere
on land, over water or in
space. Underground test-
ing was still allowed under
the treaty, until it was also
banned in 1996 after the
Comprehensive  Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty came into
force.

1962 -- Nelson Mandela
is Arrested. The South Af-
rican anti-apartheid activ-
ist and adherent of nonvio-
lence was arrested.
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Corso marks 100th birthday

Frank J. Corso, a co-grand marshal of the city’s 2021 Memo-
rial Day parade, receives a citation in honor of his 100th birth-
day from Mayor Nancy R. Rossi during a family gathering at
Biagetti’s Restaurant on Saturday. Corso, who has lived most
of his 99-plus years in West Haven, was honored as part of the
community’s centennial celebration. Rossi recognized Corso
as “among the greatest Americans who have played a critical
role in shaping a remarkable generation and in preserving our
liberties through times of calm and crisis, especially while
serving our country in the Army Air Forces in World War II.”

SPECIAL
SAVINGS

GOING ON NOW

824 Boston Post Road | West Haven, CT 06516

1700 Boston Post Road, 2nd Floor | Fairfield, CT 06824

20N,
NARI 2018
“owici CONTRACTOR of the YEAR

Phone: (203) 256-1062

E-mail: info@baybrookremodelers.com
Website: www baybrookremodelers.com

| & P
| = EEET



WEST HAVEN VOICE

Thursday, August 5, 2021 - Page 3

Panel looks to audit city’s cultural assets

What do you think all these
things might have in common?
~Hip hop, African move-
ment and lyrical contempo-
rary dance classes;
~Hard-to-find houseplants
grown with artisanal care;
~Colorful, themed cookie
trays for special occasion;
~Summertime instruction in
maritime culture and the ecol-
ogy of Long Island Sound;

~An iconic rock venue for 24
years.

Each of these programs,
places and activities are con-
sidered “cultural assets” and
take place in West Haven. A
local arts organizing group
known as ArtsWestCT has
decided to grab hold of the
Centennial spirit by creating
a snapshot of these and other
assets to build a Culture Map
of West Haven at this point in
time, with help from the whole
community.

Says Elinor Slomba, an arts
manager who has been advis-
ing ArtsWestCT’s President
Sue McCarthy for the past 18
months, has been instrumental
in the project.

“An Artists Roundtable that
attracted 40 participants in
February 2020 revealed that
many of the cultural practitio-
ners in West Haven don’t re-
ally know each other. So we're
introducing the same tool - a

Cultural Asset Mapping Proj-
ect or CAM.P. Kit - that has
worked well in Austin, TX,
Hamden, CT, and other places
to help the community see it-
self more clearly from a cul-
tural perspective,” she said.

According to the CAMP Kit,
not only artist studios and per-
formance venues but also res-
taurants, parks, festivals, even
houses of worship can be con-
sidered cultural assets. A two-
page form that takes approxi-
mately 3 minutes to complete
has gone live with the help of
Luke Slomba, a student in ur-
ban planning at Cornell who
is home for the summer. It
is available online at https://
forms.gle/FUvcBiNbmHGL-
FibXA. Printed copies of the
form are also available. To re-
ceive one in the mail, simply
email artswestct@gmail.com
and provide a valid mailing
address.

Liz Johnston, a City Council-
woman representing the Third
District and also an artist, was
the very first to respond.

Her entry reads, “My whole
life my family emphasized
the value of nature and tak-
ing care of the natural world. I
feel best at the beach or on the
water. It makes me feel close to
something spiritual, familiar,
and close to home. I use the
ocean and shore as inspiration

for art: writing and crafting.”

Anyone can fill out the Cul-
tural Mapping form - as many
times as they wish. The more
participation that the form
receives, the more complete
and vibrant the map will be,
and more representative of the
whole community.

Cultural asset mapping is
an approach used around the
world to collect citizen input.
The results can help West Ha-
ven:

~ Promote arts and culture
through maps, tours, and
guides to help orient new resi-
dents and visitors.

~ Discover new connections
between local arts groups.

~Identify community needs
and potential partners for the
future of 304 Center Street
(formerly a Masonic Temple,
now owned by the city and
earmarked to be a multidisci-
plinary arts center)

After gathering input over
the summer, the items will be
verified and then uploaded
onto a street map of West Hav-
en. The map will be enhanced
with photographs, website
links and contact information.
When complete, it will be pre-
sented to the Centennial Com-
mittee as a snapshot of the
City’s current cultural life.

Volunteers can earn commu-
nity service hours for helping

to verify the information on
the map. Child care and trans-
portation stipends are avail-
able. The form has a section
where people can sign up to
help. In the coming weeks and
months, ArtsWestCT will also
post more information on its

Facebook page, https://www.
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facebook.com/Westhaven-
arts. ArtsWestCT is available
to host informational forums
about the Cultural Mapping
project. To request one email
artswestct@gmail.com.  This
project is supported in part by
the Community Foundation
for Greater New Haven.

Life insurance

from a real-life

person.

Get life insurance that comes
with someone local (me).

I'm here to help you protect
your family’s financial future.
LET'S TALK TODAY.

University of New Haven

newhaven.edu/reopening

A SAFE CAMPUS.
A SAFE COMMUNITY.

Home is the place where you feel safe. For the
University of New Haven, West Haven has been
home since 1960. That's why from the very early days
of the COVID-19 pandemic, we put a plan in place to
safeguard the health and well being of our students
and, by extension — West Haven residents.

“To be a student during this time is to truly become
a Charger — to care about the community and others

around you." — Sofia Martinez '22, President, USGA

For more information about our reopening, visit:
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Dear Felicia

Hard to believe, honey
bunch, here we are in the
dawg days of summer and
before you know it, it'll all be
over. Even though it’s been a
decade or four since yew and I
have darkened the hallways of
an educational institution, see-
ing the “back to school” ads
on the boob tube or elsewhere
still gives that sense of fore-
bodin’ that we used to have
when school was ready to git
back in session.

We hear tell that it is only a
few weeks more and the kid-
dies will be back in session,
and one hopes that things will
be getting back to normal -
status quo ante as they like to
say. Around here the kiddies
had a full year with some ex-
ceptions, but things seem to be
on the upswing, even with this
new “variant” that the local
and national media jest wanna
keep hyping to boost their rat-
ings.

With all that as the backdrop,
the big news around here was
last weekend’s Savin Rock
Festival. After a four-year hia-
tus, the block party went off as
part of the centennial celebra-
tion. One hopes that with the
city now looking at something
of a brighter future, things like
the festival can get back to sta-
tus quo ante as well.

At the time o’ this writing it
wasn’t apparent what the turn-
out was or how successful. But
with the lineup they had, and
the concerts expected, it was
all that was expected, we're
sure. Tennyrate, people jest
wanna git outta the house and
this was a good way fer them
to doit.

Getting back to schools open-
ing, it looks like Aug. 30 is the big
day with full in-person learning
going on unless something hap-
pens to gum up the woiks. And,
like I said above, there are some
that are trying to do so with a
vengeance. So far the state has
been slow to push any panic but-
tons and let’s hope it stays that
way. Soooo, before the month is
out we’ll have school buses on the
road, kids in their new finery, and
school vacation will be a fleeting
memory before long.

Before summer is gone,
however, a few things in mat-
ters politick have to take place,
and the process is underway.
Over the last little while the
two parties have announced
their “endorsed” slates. There
was little surprise. The Dem-
mies re-nominated incum-
bent Herroner Nancy Rossi,
and the slate that she has. The
Democratic Town Committee

For All Your Real Estate Needs....
Fran Gregoriades, TRC
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Office Manager, CT Realvor, Florida Broker

203-932-6455 x 301

Harborview
REALTY SERVICES, LLC

140 Captain Thomas Blvd
West Haven, CT 06516

is dominated by her folks, so
it was not exactly an event that
offered much drama.

The big thing now is what
John Lewis can do. He knew
he wasn’t gonna git the nod, so
the petitioning process begins.
He needs to git his petitions
out, and then they need to be
verified. It shouldn’t be hard
work, though it is tedious.
Once that happens, we'll have
a September primary cuz this
ain’t a national election year.
Then it's onto the November
generals.

Just a reminder, two weeks
ago former Mayor Ed O’'Brien
opted outta the primary route,
putting all his chips on the
general election. His reasoning
was that he wanted his “team”
to be held together. A primary
can mean cobbling together a
patchwork of the slates, and
he didn’t want that. Methinks,
also, and Cobina is jest surmis-
ing here, he doesn’t have a war
chest that would allow for the
expenditures needed for both
elections. So, it was a good
move on both counts.

Meanwhile, the GOP had its
caucus and nominated Barry
Lee Cohen as expected. There
was some opposition as also
was expected. As we've said
before, Cohen is the type o
guy who can rub people the
wrong way cuz he’s so direct.
People don’t like direct.

At the eleventh hour, Steven
Mullins put his hat into the
arena and it remains to be seen
effen he will go the primary
route or jest let the endorsed
slate go into the general elec-
tion. There seems to be a split
in the GOP regarding direc-
tion. Some don’t like the route
being traveled, while others
think maybe it’s high time to
change direction. We shall see
how this all washes out in the

coming weeks.

Of course, things couldn’t
go off without some kind o’
hitch, and it seems a deadline
was not met, which means the
GOP slate has to jump through
a few more hoops, and get
some signatures in order to git
on the ballot. In effeck, there is
not GOP “endorsed” slate, but
will be once the fol-de-rol is
taken care of by the party.

Kudos, by the way, to Patty
Horvath, who let the GOP
know the deadline was ap-
proaching and they hadn’t
made the filing. She didn’t
hafta let anyone know any-
thing, but did the “right” thing
in giving a phone call. We can
think of other people in that
position and in other years
when setch a thing would not
have been done.

So0000, while the stage ain’t
exactly set for November, it
is set for the opening weeks
of what could prove to be an
interesting Silly Season. Can’t
wait!

So, Sammy Bluejay was by
t'other afternoon and saw that
New Haven County was con-
sidered a place wherein new Co-
vid-19 cases are being reported.
Does that mean we'’re going to
have mask mandates? One hopes
not. Cobina can’t breathe in those
things, but that’s beside the point.
They don’t work. It’s all dress up.

I guess well see in the next
little while, but with the people in
DC flip=flopping al the time it’s
no wonder a lotta people jest don’t
believe a thing that’s being said.
Cobina amongst them.

T'other big news came by
way of Nelly Nuthatch, who
let it be known that the former
Chieck’s Restaurant was sold
to a consortium of business
people, including some well-

Starting today we are having out annual
Silver on Sale at 50% off special
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known personae around the
town. It's still unclear what
exactly is gonna be put on the
site, but it’s good to see it final-
ly moving to another phase.
It’s been about five years now.

Gotts think things are get-
ting better when it was sold
for a cool million bucks. That’s
one of the three properties on
Beach Street that Cobina has
been harping about for quite
a while. Now all we hafta see
is the former Debonair Motel
property sole as well as the
former Captain’s Galley site.
Both are going to seed, though
the Debonair site is really
looking bad. The building on
the Captain’s Galley site was
taken down a few years ago.
Maybe this will be the thing
catapult those sales.

That brings us to the Ha-
ven over at t'other end. All the
buildings along the harborside
have been taken down it seems.
One wonders about remediation
and all those things that might
hafta be done cuz those were in-
dustrial sites, and there were oil
tanks along the way. We shall see.
When, exactly, the construction
of the new projeck is supposed to
start is anyone’s guess.

The houses along First Avenue
are still rotting in the sun, though
there seems to be an effort to cut
the grass and keep things some-
what tidy.

Trying to git a handle on things
though has not been easy. These
developers are playing things
very close to the vest and have all
along.

Things really aren’t known
until they jest about are ready
to happen. That usually ain’t the
way things happen around here.
Usually there is a press confer-
ence, a lotta hullaballoo, and then
nothing happens.

Cobina seems to remember
that some Christmastide was
mentioned more than a year ago.
Christmas 2022, methinks. I
wouldn’t hold my breath on that
one for sure.

Jest a final word on Beach
Street. Cobina was in the gas-
samobuggy t'other afternoon
and noted that the water level
across from Chick’s is almost
to the street. There is a part
of the beach that was rebuilt
for the umpteenth time over
there — where the pipes were
exposed to the elements effen
yew remember — and that’s al-
most all gone now.

Whilst we know things
aren’t gonna happen over
there until the roadway is
heightened, somebody might
wanna take a gander at what's
happening in that particular
area.

With that bit o’ chatter, Il
close this time till next, mitt luff

und kizzez,
Cobina
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Dear Eleanore Turkington:

There is a home on North
Great Circle that hasn’t cut the
lawn in two years.

Is there a solution here?

Disgusted Neighbor YM
Dear YM:

Gripe Vine often receives
similar complaints, including
stacked tree branches, high
grass and neglected proper-
ties, so today I decided to re-
search West Haven’'s blight
regulations to apply to your
concern and others.

The City Council adopted
an ordinance in 2012 that gave
the city more control when tar-
geting properties in disrepair.

The ordinance reads, “It de-
fines property owners as per-
son owning, leasing, occupy-
ing possession of any private
property in the City of West
Haven, maintain such prom-
ises.”

I'm going to get explicit here
today, because this ordinance
defines a variety of blight,
such as “any place that is di-
lapidated, a fire hazard, the
site of illegal activity, threat-
ens community safety or has
damaged, missing or walls,
roofs or floors.”

Now, here comes an inter-
esting part, “prohibits piles of
trash, abandoned or inoper-
able boats, or motor vehicles,
overgrown grass and weeds
as well as other negative ele-
ments,” that cause “serious
depreciation of property val-
ue” or hinder the enjoyment of
properties elsewhere.

Now, here is where the or-
dinance covers today’s com-
plaint of high weeds, under
the ordinance grass, weeds or
similar vegetation, excluding
flowers, fruit or vegetation,
“may not reach or remain a
height of eight inches or great-

er for 10 days or longer.”

It also tackles graffiti or un-
kempt swimming pools.

Violations carries a fine $100
per offense per day. The ordi-
nance is enforced by the city’s
property/maintenance officers
and police.

For the first offense, the of-
ficials will issue a violation
warning, second offense a cita-
tion.

If the violation goes unpaid
officials can put a lien on the
property and any unpaid fine
imposed by the city from the
date it was levied can result in
a foreclosure.

Citations issued are report-
ed to the Fire, Building, Police,
Public Works and Health De-
partment and the zoning and
corporation counsel’s office.

Now, most important, if you
want to report a complaint,
you can call the Building De-
partment at 203 -937- 3590
Monday through Friday.

Reported this complaint to
Councilman Peter Massaro to
investigate. You'll read his re-
sults in Gripe Vine.

Dear Eleanore Turkington:

Would someone help with
a dangerous situation at Main
and Third Avenue? Motorists
are flying through the stop
sign that is there. Why not in-
crease the sign of the sign?

JM Frightened
Dear Frightened:

I notified Council Woman
Bridgett Hoskie of this danger.
She replied, “I will send this
information to the Traffic Ser-
geant.” Has the situation im-
proved here? Readers, let me
know, please.

Readers, I have also re-
sponded to your complaints of
speedingatMarion and Second
Avenue by notifying Council
Woman Elizabeth Johnston

O O O
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of this dangerous area. She
replied, “I do not know what
the exact procedure is for stop
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Do you have a complaint or issue? Fill out this coupon and mail it to Gripevine
c/o West Haven Voice, 840 Boston Post Road, West Haven, CT 06516.
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sign placement, but I will ask
Sgt. D’Amato and get back to
you.”

Gripe Vine Readers, here is
another stop sign complaint
from a reader, stating that a
stop sign is needed at Leete
and Campbell. Council Wom-
an Bridgette Hoskie was noti-
fied of this request, and I am
waiting for a reply.

I would like to through to-
day’s column, to send a memo
to the Traffic Department at
the West Haven Police Depart-
ment.

I Know how busy our police
officers are, but please take a
moment, read this column and

you will find many danger-
ous areas published here.. If
you are posted or patrolling at
hazardous spots, why not take
a few minutes and report what
is happening here.

West Haven residents are
concerned! Personally, I thank
you.

Coming up: Hand railing
needed at City Hall entrance...
senior center comments...Sec-
ond Avenue repeated speed-
ing reports...tree removal at

Central Avenue.....Bellvue
Avenue container ....Howard
Avenue dumpster...Captain

Blvd. trees question..
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If you need more writing space, complete your Gripe on a separate piece of paper and submit
with this form. Your identity will be kept confidential with Eleanore Turkington, Gripevine
Columnist. You can also e-mail your gripe to gripevine4dwh@aol.com or use the online form at ,

westhavenvoice.com/gripevine.
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Time to pay attention

With the biennial ritual of endorsing candidates
now history, the city moves toward the next phase of
the mayoral process. By Nov. 2, the voters will have
their say. What happens in the next few weeks, how-
ever, can have a big impact on that vote. We hope
residents will pay some attention.

The candidates for the two parties have been cho-
sen, and neither was a surprise. The Democrats have
endorsed incumbent Mayor Nancy Rossi for a third
term, while the Republicans chose Tenth District
Councilman Barry Lee Cohen as its standard-bear-
er. What needs to be determined is the next step.

Both parties had other candidates seeking the
nomination. At one point the Democrats had two.
That was until challenge candidate, former Mayor
Edward O’Brien, opted out of the primary process
and decided to go forward in the general election as
an independent. That leaves O'Brien’s former Exec-
utive Assistant John Lewis as the remaining chal-
lenger.

Over in the GOP side, Steven Mullins announced
his candidacy a scant two weeks before the caucus.
He has been a vocal opponent of the party’s leader-
ship over the last two years, and it remains to be
seen if he will seek to go the primary route.

For Rossi, the theme sees to be “stay the course,”
while for the GOP it was “labels don’t matter.” Both
can be effective tools in the run leading up to Novem-
ber, but before that happens there is a primary in
one party and a possible one in the other.

Primaries can be very clarifying in that they give
voters the opportunity to see candidates as leaders
of their own parties. If they can’t get solid support in
their own party, there might be something missing.
The downside, however, is the primary battles take
on a more personal, less issue-oriented, track. We
hope that doesn’t happen. But, knowing city politics
the way we do, we are not holding out much hope.

Already we are seeing some attacking leadership
styles or ways of doing things. What voters want are
ideas, concepts, and a vision for the city. They de-
serve it, and the candidates would do themselves
and the voters a service by sticking to them.

The city has gone through a very difficult three de-
cades. Twice we have gone into state receivership.
Candidates must present a roadmap forward, a way
that will take us out of the morass we've been in
these last years. Whether endorsed or challenge can-
didates the campaign at this point is or should be
about a vision for the city.

It is difficult to gain the attention of the voters at
this time of the year. They tend to focus after the
summer season. However, the opportunity of candi-
dates to present their programs for the city — staying
away from personal attacks - is one that would do
the campaigns and the residents well.

In the next days or weeks whether we have a two-
party primary or only one will come into focus. Peti-
tions must be signed and verified, and campaigns
set into motion.

During these weeks we hope to see what candi-
dates will do if they come into power. We, and we
suspect the voters, are not interested in ad hominem
attacks.

What issues can you as a candidate bring to the
voters? What do you see as the future of the city?
What makes you a better option than the other?
These are questions that must be answered.

It remains to be seen who will do the better job in
the two parties.

WY ARE YoU WAVING ThaT
RACIST FLATAD

SHouTING T-GOLRA
LGNS

NENT

By Rich Lowry

Syndicated Columnist

If you wonder what Repub-
licans are accomplishing in
Washington, look no further
than the Senate Armed Servic-
es committee, where a major-
ity of them voted to create the
predicate for drafting women
into the military.

Astonishingly, only five of
the committee’s 13 GOP mem-
bers voted against an amend-
ment requiring women to be-
gin to register for the Selective
Service.

It's unclear why this is a
pressing national need, or
why anyone believes that it
would help during a major
war. Perversely, though, it’s
considered a blow for gender
equity, and, of course, that
overwhelms all other consid-
erations for Democrats and
Republicans alike.

Currently, men between the
ages of 18 and 26 must register
with the Selective Service. This
is the database that, in theory,
we’d draw on in the event of a
military draft.

A draft, which we haven’t
had since the Vietham War,
isn’t supposed to be a mecha-
nism for making people feel
good about themselves or a
tool of so-called social justice.
Its purpose is to funnel man-
power into the military as ex-

Why women In the drét? |

peditiously as possible during
a national crisis.

A draft is a gargantuan ef-
fort. As Max Margulies of
West Point and Amy Ruten-
berg of lowa State University
note, during World War 1II,
more than 180,000 volun-
teers helped process draftees
at 11,000 draft and appeals
boards. During Vietnam,
31,000 people did this work.

It would unnecessarily com-
plicate this inherently diffi-
cult task to also screen all the
young women in the country
to find those suited to military
roles at a time when, presum-
ably, we’d need to quickly
find and train new soldiers en
masse.

Although women serve ad-
mirably and honorably in the
armed services, the military
is still overwhelmingly male.
According to a recent GAO re-
port, the percentage of women
in the military overall has in-
creased only slightly, from
15.1% in 2004 to 16.5% in 2018.
The numbers are tiny when it
to comes to combat arms. As
of late 2019, 653 women were
serving in combat roles in the
Army and 231 female Marines
in combat arms billets.

With notable exceptions,
women aren’t as physically ca-
pable as men. A Marine Corps
study released in 2015 found

that all-male units performed
better than gender-integrated
units on 69% of tasks. All-male
units were faster. They were
more accurate in firing weap-
ons. They engaged targets
more quickly. They were more
adept at negotiating obstacles.
And they were better at evacu-
ating casualties.

The Marine study noted
higher rates of injury for wom-
en than for men, resulting
from higher levels of fatigue
because women simply aren’t
as strong. Women got hurt at
six times the rate of men dur-
ing entry-level training, and
during the assessment for the
study, the musculoskeletal in-
jury rate for women was 40.5%
and 18.8% for men.

The males in the study
weighed on average 178
pounds with 20% body fat;
the females 142 pounds with
24% body fat. The women had
15% less aerobic power (the
top 25th percentile of women
overlapped with the bottom
25th percentile of men), and
15% less aerobic capacity (the
top 10th percentile of women
overlapped with the bottom
50th percentile of men).

Israel, which drafts both
men and women, is often
cited as a counterexample.
Surrounded by larger hostile

See Lowry, page 7
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Playgrounds get funding

Rep. Dorinda Borer (D-115), Chairman of the State Bonding
Committee, along with the entire West Haven state delegation,
announced West Haven was awarded $430,000 for playgrounds
throughout the city.

A grant of $430,000 was awarded to construct three new play-
grounds at Seth G. Haley Elementary School, Edith E. Mack-
rille Elementary School, and Glade Street. Haley and Mackrille
Schools will each receive $125,000, and Glade Street will receive
$150,000.

“Safety, recreational open space and accessibility are all basic
quality of life issues that should be a priority for all children,” said Rep.
Borer. “Playing and socializing is a big part of their happiness, health
and growth.”

Glade Street is also included because it is a Housing Author-
ity Complex with many children who have not had a play-
ground on site.

The current playgrounds cannot accommodate the needs of
the number of students at each school. Furthermore, the current
playgrounds are not accessible to all students of varying physi-
cal and cognitive abilities. Preliminary site designs have been
drafted, however, the school communities will have final input
into the developments.

Lowry: Why draft women?

Continued from page 6
countries, it is an international outlier, though, truly desperate
for sheer numbers.

Getting women to register for the draft has been a longtime
priority of “men’s rights” groups that think it's unfair that males
in the United States should be asked to shoulder a dispropor-
tionate burden defending their society the way men have across
all cultures since time immemorial.

Then, there are feminists who believe that it is only by raising
the prospect of drafting females to fight our wars that women
can truly become first-class citizens.

Neither of these is a good argument, but Congress is inclined
to use the Selective Service to make a social point anyway.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2021 by King Features Synd., Inc.

COLONIAL
PROPERTIES

Residential & Commercial Brokerage

200 Boston Post Road, Orange

135 Grand Street, West Haven

Walk To Sandy Beach! 3 Bedroom,
1.5 Bathroom Cape Cod on oversized .33

+/- acre fenced in lot! It offers an eat-in-
kitchen, dining room, a den/sunroom that
opens to a deck and has a two car garage.

Listed for $289,900

343 Beach St, #506, West Haven

Beachfront Condominium! Rare 5th
floor end unit with 1,670 SF +/-, 2 bedroom’s
& 2 full bathroom’s. It features french doors
leading to a larger balcony to enjoy the
wonderful views of Sandy Beach from.

N
e |\

Stop & Shop aids WHCH

The West Haven Community House raised funds during the month of July with Stop &
Shop’s Bag Program. For every bag purchase, the Community House received $1. Pictured
above are store manager, Sandra Hernandez, along with Daniel Raucci and George Caddy.

Photo courtesy of WHCH

Fred A. Messore
Senior Vice President

Cell: 203-988-6298
fred@colprop.com
www.colprop.com

in] fREET

88 Farwell Street, West Haven

Commercial/Industrial Building!
10,900 SF +/- on .69 acre +/- lot. New roof
installed, (2) Drive in doors, Heavy power,

Ample parking and room for outdoor storage
in fenced lot.

Listed for $324,999 SOLD for $715,000

A Company You Can Trust.....Honesty, Integrity, Responsiveness
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City Photo

Swearing-in

From left, City of West Haven Fire
Department Allingtown Deputy
Chief Michael T. Esposito and Chief
Michael R. Terenzio look on as Board
of Fire Commissioners Vice Chair-
woman Cori Nunley swears in new
firefighter/paramedics Vincent Del
Vecchio and Thomas O’Toole on
May 28 at the Minor Park Station on
Fairfax Street. O’Toole and Del Vec-
chio, who were joined by other mem-
bers of the Allingtown department,
recently completed the 18-week re-
cruit firefighter training program at
the Connecticut Fire Academy.

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Moves to city

Louis P. Esposito, Jr., the executive
assistant to Mayor Nancy R. Rossi,
second from right, cuts the ribbon
with BioClean CT owners Ray Da-
neault, second from left, and Tom
Homola on June 16 to mark the grand
opening of the mold removal com-
pany at 88 Farwell St. With them are
Christine Matthews Paine, the presi-
dent of the Milford Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce, and new West Ha-
ven Planning Director Christopher
Soto.

ICE CREAM WITH |
SAME-DAY RETAIL

_ Visit our website
L for detdails.

Apple ¢ Barnes & Noble ¢ lululemon e idiom e L.L.Bean ¢ Neville Wisdom ¢ J.Crew * Roggs

Sneaker Junkies ¢ Patagonia ¢ FatFace ¢ Lou Lou Boutiques ¢ Urban Ouftfitters & more!

The Shops at Yale

Plan your visit at TheShopsatYale.com

downtown Oy

new haven @TheShopsatYale

Convenient
/) Parking




WEST HAVEN VOICE

Thursday, August 5, 2021 - Page 9

Bridges expands; honors 2 famllles

Bridges Healthcare, Inc.
hosted a reception on June 28
to officially open its new clini-
cal offices at 98 Elm St. West
Haven. The site is the base for
the Certified Community Be-
havioral Health Clinic, (CCB-
HC) a federally funded model
which offers enhanced access
to behavioral health and other
integrated services in Mil-
ford, West Haven, Orange and
Stratford. Bridges achieved
CCBHC status in 2020.

Bridges’ President and CEO
Jennifer Fiorillo stated hopes
the new office will fill a need
in the community.

“Opening an office and in-
creasing the availability of ser-
vices to West Haven residents
has been a strategic planning
goal, as we saw a growing
need for behavioral health
support, particularly when
the CT Mental Health Center
relocated their adult services
clinic,” she said.

State Rep. Dorinda Borer
(D-115) attended the recep-
tion and is happy to see the
expanded services.

“I am so pleased that Bridg-
es has expanded access to crit-
ical mental health and addic-
tion recovery services for West
Haven residents, right in our
own community,” she said.

As part of the celebration,
Bridges honored former Board
Members and West Haven
residents Margaret Jerrell and
Ann Yost for their years of
dedicated board service and
support for Bridges’ and its
clients. In addition, post hu-
mous honors were bestowed
on former Board Member Stel-
la Cretella.

A long-time advocate for
mental health services and a
passionate voice for eliminat-
ing stigma, Stella was active
on the Region 2 Mental Health
Board as well as many civic
and political committees. Stel-
la Cretella served on Bridges’
Board of Directors from 1994
to 2001 serving as Secretary
from 2001-2004 and Vice Chair
from 2004-2006. Stella was
Chair of the Legislative Com-
mittee and participated on the
Endowment Committee. She
was a committed and gener-
ous supporter of Bridges’ mis-

sion. Joan Cretella continues
her mother’s legacy as a mem-
ber of Bridges” Board of Direc-
tors since 2007.

Ann Yost served as a mem-
ber of Bridges’ Board of Direc-
tors since 1998, served as the
Vice Chair of Programs from
2013 — 2017 and on the Devel-
opment and Scholarship Com-
mittees. Ann, a licensed clini-
cal social worker along with
her husband Art, also a former
Board member, have been in-
valuable partners to Bridges
offering professional experi-
ence, guidance and compas-
sion to the Bridges commu-
nity.

Margaret “Peg” Jerrell began
her Board service with Bridges
in 1997, serving as Assistant
Treasurer and on committees
including Development, Gov-
ernance and Scholarship, Peg
offered insight, professional
expertise and support for
Bridges” mission throughout
her tenure. Peg has also been

a strong advocate for Bridges
to expand its presence and ser-
vices in the City of West Ha-
ven.

The office features artwork
on loan from several local art-
ists with the theme: West Ha-
ven Connections: Landscape
as a Point of Departure The
exhibit was curated by Elinor
Slomba of Verge Arts Group,
a small business based in West
Haven. For a list of artists

please visit: www.bridgesct.

org.
Above -- Bridges Board

member Kathleen Hendricks,
far left and Rep. Dorinda
Borer, far right with honor-
ees, Board member Joan Cre-
tella, Former Board members
Margaret Jerrell and Ann
Yost. Beloe -- Joan Cretella
with family members ac-
cepted honors for her mother,
Stella Cretella, pictured with
Bridges’ Board member John
Biancur at an earlier Bridges
fundraising event.

ITSOLUTIONS WHEN IT MATTERS
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T SECURITY

(855) 512-4817 | www.tbngconsulting.com

935 Jefferson Blvd., Ste 1004
Warwick, Rl 02888

500 Boston Post Road
Milford, CT 06460

180 Glastonbury Blvd., Ste 107
Glastonbury, CT 06033
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Community House welcomes new board

Atits Annual Board Meeting
on June 24, the West Haven
Community House inducted
a new president and two new
board members.

Bill Heffernan, Community
House Board President since
June 2018, turned the gavel
over to Katie Farrell, the new
president of the board of di-
rectors. Katie is a Chief Social
Worker with the State of Con-
necticut division of Public De-
fender Services and has served
on the board of directors since
2008, most recently as the First
Vice President for the past 3
years and chair of the board’s
Fund Development Commit-
tee. She has been instrumen-
tal in facilitating fundraising
events including the agency’s
Night at the Races and Rock
& Stroll Fun Walk and Music
Festival.

Before introducing the new
board members, Heffernan
briefly looked back at the re-
cently completed 2020-21

UFO

fiscal year sighting how the
agency rose above the chal-
lenges of the last year while
adjusting program operations
and staffing, as well as finding
innovative ways to provide
uninterrupted and critically
needed services for children
in the Head Start pre-school,
school-age students in the
agency’s Children and Youth
Services programs and people
served in Community Con-
nections’” Day and Residential
programs for adults with in-
tellectual disabilities.

“The Community Connec-
tions staff did an excellent job
ensuring day-to-day, 24/7 cov-
erage at the seven residential
sites keeping clients engaged
and healthy day in and day
out while unable to attend
daily programs, enjoy outings
or have family visits. The Day
program reopened in early
summer 2020 with safety mea-
sures in place for both staff
and clients”, said Heffernan.

BY TOM ASCHENBACH

 CAPTAIN, WE NEED WE'LL TAKE N
RESOURCES TO A LOCK AT THIS
ASTEROID FIELD:

THE BiS ONE UP AHEAD

THE SURFACE IS PITTED
AND CRUMBLY, SMOTHLEY,

New board members inducted
that evening include Patricia
Fusco, retired teacher from
West Haven Board of Educa-
tion, and Michael Last, State of
CT Agricultural Experiment
Station’s chief financial officer.

In addition to inducting new
members at the Annual Meet-
ing fiscal year 2020-21, board
officers were named with John
Onofrio as first vice president,
Ron Quagliani as second vice
president, Jim Turcio as trea-
surer, Gene Sullivan as secre-
tary and Jay Brennan as assis-
tant secretary.

Photo courtesy of WHCH

Bill Heffernan passes the
presidential gavel over to his
sister Katie Farrell.

Every Child Deserves A

RIEAID STAKIT In Life!

IF YOU LE MY WORM, CONSIDER SUFFORTING ME ON PATREON.
HTTFS . WWW RATREON. COM/TOM _ASCHENBACH

Are you a parent looking for a
high-quality pre-school in West Haven?

We Are Here For You

Head Start is a high-quality
school readiness program
for children ages 3 to

5 from income eligible
families. The program
gives children a “Head
Start” in life by supporting
their growth and
development in a positive
learning environment.

WE'RE HERE TO HELP YOU
SAVE $ ON YOUR ENERGY

Contact us for a custom quote on your
electric and/ or natural gas.

**e, _ We'll also let you know if you qualify
W, for a FREE energy audit.

Head West Haven Community House Head Start
Teaching Children ¢ Supporting Families
- Start www.wheommunityhouse.org
-

mhorton@titan:

West Haven Community House

www.whcommunityhouse.org
203-934-5221 Call Today!

West Haven Community House
Established 1941

vy, Rocky Hill, CT 060467 | titanenergyne.com
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Historian’s corner

By Dan Shine

Fater’s Drug Store

Our thanks to Valerie Forte Vi-
tali, who submitted these memo-
ries; Fater’s was located on Or-
ange Avenue in Allingtown:

Fater’s smelled of vanilla,
strawberry, and tobacco. I
remember hearing the click,
click, click, and one last click,
the sound of the long spoon
tapping, stirring inside a tall
glass, and then the whoosh
and fizz of effervescence from
the soda fountain spigot.

Fater’s Drug Store was filled
with smells and sounds and
delicious treats for sale, and
every day after school I was
among the crowd of elemen-
tary school kids who rushed
from 3:00pm dismissal down
the sidewalk towards Fater’s
soda fountain and penny can-
dy counter.

Fater’s Drug Store
Patent Medicines

The plain facade and sign
over the door faced Route One,
Orange Avenue or The Old
Post Road. A customer might
have noticed in the storefront
windows, if they had ever
stopped to look, remedies and
magazines, merchandise that
was crisped brown by the sun,
the packaging faded to invis-
ible despite the awning and
tinted glass meant to compen-
sate for the harsh exposure.
None of that merchandise was
important to us.

As we left Forest School, our
straight lines and composure
gave way to a mob scene, as
we gained momentum hurry-
ing down the gradual decline
of the hill, passing the library,
the barber shop, Park Liquor,
and Gabe’s Shoe store (where
Murph, the assistant, stood
at the workbench amidst the
smell of leather and shoe pol-
ish, tap, tap, tapping a new
heel on to a worn shoe). We
crowded past the A & P gro-
cery which emitted the fra-
grance of freshly ground cof-
fee and the slightly rancid
smell of beef blood mixed with
sawdust (grinds and sawdust
trailing out onto the sidewalk),

the French Bakery’s window
display of cakes and pastries
on paper doilies, Liggett's
Pharmacy, and Zonder’s Dry
Goods store, where, on the
day before Mother’s Day or
my mother’s birthday, I lin-
gered with indecision while
shopping for a candy dish,
an oven mitt or a vase. Not
a glance was wasted on the
tailors, or the empty stools at
the bar of the Allingtown Res-
taurant (which I never once
entered) but I knew that those
bar stools would soon be occu-
pied by men returning home
from work. To be precise, they
were not returning home just
yet, if their routine for the end
of the workday included a late
afternoon hour or two at the
bar. None of that mattered to
us, and we only paused when
the crossing guard threw his
arm out to stop us as traffic
turned at the corner of the in-
tersection. Then we stopped,
waited, then crossed the street
and arrived at FATER’S.

As we entered, the first stu-
dents to arrive would already
be spinning on stools at the
soda fountain. The rest of us
would head to the back of the
store, passing by perennial
customers Paul and/or Joe,
who would stand propped
against the ice cream case.
They stood beside the wooden
phone booth, with the news-
paper open in front of them.

We might initially ignore
the soda fountain, the tapping,
scooping, clicking, stirring,
and whooshing. We'd pass
by Mr. Fater (a small kindly
man, hardly visible behind the
counter) who was pleasantly
asking his current customers,
“Hello Gurls, sowhatsitgon-
nabe, today?’. We'd swarm by
the pre-occupied men, the cas-
es of patent meds, and the two
booths that the high school
kids claimed as a right, and
disregard (for the moment)
the racks of bagged potato
chips and Hostess cupcakes.

Our adolescent appetite for
sweets drove us towards a

Mr. Fater behind the counter of his iconic soda shop.

table at the back of the store
that was covered with open
boxes of penny candy, and be-
side that was a large wooden
rack that displayed open box-
es of 5 cent candy bars. The
choices were almost too good
to be true. Depending on how
much allowance you had ac-
quired, and saved, you could
have penny candy, a candy
bar, perhaps a bag of chips,
and then sit at the counter for
an ice cream soda or cone, a
Pink Lady soda or a Vanilla
Coke. Ifitwas your lucky day
and you possessed a quarter,
the combination of choices
was nearly endless.

Once the early crowd had
been served, older kids who
were dismissed from school
earlier or walked faster, then
the more timid among us
could climb up onto a vacant
stool and order from Mr. Fater
at the soda fountain. Mr. Fater
looked impeccable in his white
coat, and was respectful to ev-
ery customer. We were the
second generation of children
who he treated like the chil-
dren/grandchildren he and
his wife never had. To sit at
the counter and watch Meyer
Fater prepare, with precision
and attention, the refreshment
of your choice, was a special
treat beyond the treat one was
about to consume.

Meyer Fater’s motions be-
hind the counter were like
choreography.  He’d place
a soda glass on a perforated
metal platform which was
behind and a little lower than
the counter. With a small

ladle he’'d scoop thick syrup,
pouring it up to the syrup line
on the glass. Before the ladle
was set back into its container,
he’d add a splash of milk from
a carton which sat at arm’s

expensive to resolve.

24/7 Care

65 Elm St, West Haven

(203) 777-1234

length from him and then give
the beverage a quick stir with
a long-handled spoon that is-
sued that sound I have never
forgotten - the clicking as the
spoon spun inside the glass--
blending it together. Next,
nearly simultaneously, he'd
reach up to the soda water
spigot that was located high
over his head, fill the remain-
ing space in the glass with a
gush of effervescence, and in
one smooth motion he would
let go of the spigot handle,
give one last stir to the con-
tents of the glass and slide the
soda and a straw across the
counter.

Click, Click, click, and one
last click, stirring, then a
whoosh of fizz and froth.

Dan Shine is a columnist for
the West Haven Voice, and
local history buff

In this age of corporate-owned funeral homes, we are a
family owned and operated establishment, proudly serving
our community since 1965.

We provide a level of dignity, respect, personal care and
attention to detail that is second-to-none. In your time

of need, allow us to honor your loved one — not because
this is our business, but because this is our way of life.

W Directors:

Celia Pinzi, Michael Dion & James Stricker
Office Manager - Erin Raymond

Pre—Arrangements & Pre—Financing Available
662 Savin Avenue, West Haven, CT 06516 - Phone: (203) 934-7921

Email: office@westhavenfuneral.com - www.westhavenfuneral.com

Live-In Care
Overnight Care

Home care by Aides and Companions can be a low cost alternative to more
expensive assisted living programs. We work to ensure our clients stay safe and
healthy at home. We can help to identify needs before they become difficult and

Unlike most home care agencies, Aides and Companions care-givers are all
Certified Nurses Aides or Home Health Aides. All are graduates of state-certified
programs and receives monthly “in-service” training to keep their skills honed.

OUR SERVICES

Daily or Weekly Visits
Caregiver Services
Transportation Services
Respite Care

aidesandcompanions.com
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West Haven Legal Notice

| did not receive, within the time limited in Section , b, 1 of the
Connecticut General Statutes, certification of the name of any
person as a partynendorsed candidate of the Republican Party
for the following ol icesT

Mayor, City Clerk, Treasurer, Tax Collector, Board of Educam
tion, Board of Assessment Appeals, Councilmtrharge, District
1, District 2, District b, District A, District 5, District 6, District W
District H, District, , and District 10.

A Primary will be held September 1A, 2021, if, for a particular
ollce, the number of candidates filing primary petitions pursum
ant to Sections , rbH2 to , M50 of the Connecticut General Statm
utes exceeds the maximum number which the party is entitled
to nominate for that olice. Petitions must be filed not later than
ADO p.m. of August 11, 2021.

Petition forms, instructions and information concerning the
procedure for filing of candidacies, including schedules, may be
obtained from Sherri Lepper, Democratic Registrar of Voters,
JoAnn Callegari, Republican Registrar of Voters, b55 Main St.,
West Haven, CT 06516

Patricia C Horvath
TownZ ity Clerk of West Haven, CT

West Haven Legal Notice

A certified list of Democratic Party candidates for the City of
West Haven for election as Mayor, City Clerk, Treasurer, Tax
Collector, Board of Education, Board of Assessment Appeals,
Councilmtrharge, District 1, District 2, District b, District A; Dism
trict 5, District 6, District W District H, District , , and District 10
is on file in my olJce at b55 Main St, West Haven, Connecticut,
and copies thereof are available for public distribution.

A Primary will be held September 1A 2021, if, for a particular
olce, the number of candidates filing primary petitions pursum
ant to Sections , bH2 to , M50 of the Connecticut General Statm
utes exceeds the maximum number which the party is entitled
to nominate for that olice. Petitions must be filed not later than
ADO p.m. of August 11, 2021.

Petition forms, instructions and information concerning the prom
cedure for filing of candidacies, including schedules, may be
obtained from Sherri Lepper, Democratic Registrar of Voters,
JoAnn Callegari, Republican Registrar of Voters, b55 Main St.,
West Haven, CT 06516

Patricia C Horvath
TownZity Clerk of West Haven, CT

Festival: Rocks city

Continued from page 1

entertained and interacted with the all-ages crowd, turning the
concrete pad in front of the portable stage into a giant dance
floor of family-friendly fun.

On Saturday, the 151-year-old Grove, fanned by a cool sum-
mer breeze, provided a stunning setting beneath the sun-
drenched oak trees for concerts by Rubber City — powered by
a horn section in the vein of Average White Band, Chicago and
Tower of Power — and party funk group Covergirl.

They were complemented by Smith, a former co-host of
WPLR’s “Smith and Barber the Morning Show,” who segued
the bands with hysterical bursts of comic relief.

“I've been doing this for 100 years — since West Haven start-
ed,” he cracked before announcing the winning teams of the fes-
tival’s beach volleyball and bocce tournaments.

The volleyball winner was P.G. Sports; each player received a
centennial stemless wine glass. The runner-up was Mandy and
the Sandy Hands; each player received a centennial lapel pin.

The bocce winners were Ralph Manzo and Tom Mancini, over
60 division; Lawrence Manware and Scott Meager, under 60 di-
vision; and Cindy Thomas and TeJay Mejias, coed division. Each
winning team received two $25 gift cards to ReBar Bar + Pizza.

Before the start of Rubber City, Rossi introduced U.S. Sen.
Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., who greeted festivalgoers and
recognized veterans, including Vietham War Army vet Rick
Wigglesworth, of West Haven, who flanked the stage in a wheel-
chair because of a stroke he had years ago.

The evening’s headliner, Shameless, kept the dance party go-
ing by performing a high-energy set of hip-hop, pop and rock
gems, including Van Halen’s “Jump,” Rick Springfield’s “Jes-
sie’s Girl,” Michael Jackson’s “Don’t Stop "Til You Get Enough”
and House of Pain’s “Jump Around.”

The fired-up members of the five-piece band threw glow
sticks and other party favors to the all-ages throng, cementing
the Grove as dance party USA.

During the afternoon, members of the West Haven Fire De-
partment, led by Capt. Mike Buonasora, demonstrated the
Jaws of Life tool by prying open parts of a vehicle to free those
trapped inside.

A short distance away, members of the West Shore Fire De-
partment, led by Lt. Rebecca DeFrance, demonstrated their am-
phibious rescue boat.

West Haven Fire Marshal Keith T. Flood demonstrated the de-
partments’ 35-foot smoke trailer and showed children what to
do in the event of a fire.

At the craft fair, longtime vendors Diana Burnham and Diane
Della Camera were joined by first-time vendors Jennifer Abrams,
Kathleen Collister and Harvey Cutler to sell their wares.

Burnham, who owns Designs by Diana in Manchester, dis-
played her sterling silver Celtic jewelry, and Della Camera, of
West Haven, sold Savin Rock T-shirts, sweatshirts, hats, tote
bags and fuzzy dice.

Abrams, the owner of The Crafty Llama LLC in Stratford,
showed her handcrafted potholders, hats and tote bags, along
with her customized mugs and hand-painted wine and shot
glasses. Collister, who owns Curious Escape in Newtown, spot-
lighted her array of crystals, essential oils and jewelry, while
Cutler, of West Haven, displayed his collection of vintage base-
ball cards, coins, movies and die-cast model cars.

West Haven Rotary Club President James P. O’Brien and Sec-
retary Lynne Schlosser sold WestHavenOpoly, the West Ha-
ven centennial version of the board game Monopoly featuring
prominent locations in the community. The $30 game is avail-
able at https://westhaven.rotary7980gives.org/whgame/Cam-
paign/Details. Sales will benefit the Rotary Club Foundation.

The West Haven High School cheerleading team, led by coach
Bridgette J. Hoskie, sold Westie bows, bracelets and temporary
tattoos as part of its fundraising efforts.

In the spirit of West Haven’s birthday, Sabo, the committee’s
chairwoman, sold centennial coins, lapel pins and lawn signs at
the hospitality tent.

Each person who bought a $10 lawn sign will get entered into
a raffle for a chance to push a “start button” to help launch this
year’s fireworks. The winner and up to three guests will also
dine on burgers and hot dogs under the Savin Rock Fireworks
Committee’s hospitality tent before and during the display.

All merchandise proceeds generated by the centennial com-
mittee will offset expenses and support the $50,000 centennial
budget approved by the City Council, Sabo said.

For a complete list of centennial events, see the schedule
at  https://www.cityofwesthaven.com/343/Centennial-Events.
For centennial merchandise, visit the official online store
at https://merchwebstores.com/West-Haven-Centennial/shop/
home. The store, hosted by West Haven vendor West Shore As-
sociates, sells such centennial-branded merchandise. A portion
of the proceeds will support the centennial account
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United llluminating
tree trimming begun 17

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice

United Illuminating has begun the latest phase of its tree
care program to reduce the amount of vegetation that Ul says ¥ e

threatens power lines during storms.

Over the next three months, UI’s tree service contractor will
increase the distance between vegetation and power lines by
targeting trees and limbs on Kelsey and Richmond avenues,
Park Terrace, Painter Drive, and Church, Blohm, William and
Bassett streets, said city Tree Warden Leo Kelly, who reviewed
and approved the project. Kelly said the contractor, Lewis Tree
Service, will focus work on Ul's “Utility Protection Zone,”
which extends 15 feet above, 8 feet below and 10 feet to the
side of power lines. According to Ul, the Orange-based utility
will designate trees for pruning or removal if they pose a threat
to power lines or risk falling into or encroaching on the Util-
ity Protection Zone, causing damage to the electrical system or

outages due to their height and growth pattern.

People can direct questions to Kelly at lkelly@westhaven-ct.
80V,

Obituaries

il |
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JOSEPH WEBER

Joseph A. Weber

Joseph Aloysius Weber, age 90, of West Haven passed away on
July 30, 2021. For 69 years, he was the loving husband of Gloria
Quarz Weber.

Joe was born in New Haven, son of the late William and Cath-
erine McManis Weber.

He is also survived by his sons, James Weber of Danbury, Mi-
chael Weber of West Haven and John (Conchita) Weber of VA
and his grandchildren Jenny & Joseph Weber.
K a7 \ Joe was predeceased by his daughter Linda Weber Zavatkay,

E his daughter-in-law Patricia Weber, son-in-law Michael Zavat-
kay, as well as his siblings John, William, Paul, Henry, George
and Elizabeth Weber, Catherine Brinkley and Mary Atkins.

He was a proud US Air Force Veteran and for many years was
an English Teacher in New Haven County.

West Haven Funeral Home at the Green was in charge of ar-
rangements.

A Mass of Christian Burial in St. Lawrence Church. Interment
with military honors followed in Oak Grove Cemetery. To leave
an online condolence, please visit our website at www.west-
havenfuneral.com

Preakfast-| unch - Dinner
Try Our Omelettes - Starting at $5.00!

Our Menu Includes:

Salads, Grinders,
Wraps, Burgers,
Pasta. Greek liems

Dine In or Take Out

CLUE SANDWIC

(formerly Cafe Haven)

(UNCH SPECIz;
TRELCAN f SODE
WITH PURCEESE 0T £ SUE OF

142 Campbell Ave
(203) 934-4407

Always Buying

& THE LIST GOES ON!

Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments
1 (Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone &
1 & SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken

or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, & ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old
Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting & H H
Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry, JUde M ' DICheIe & BI" PaStore
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military ltems,
Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,
Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical
Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial
Iltems, Winchester ltems, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney
Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,
Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk
Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern
Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political ltems,
Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs...

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES

Owners
(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

EMMETT'S AUTO SERVICE
REPAIRS AUTO BODY TOWING 24 HRS

EMMETT MAHER

COLONIAL
PROPERTIES

Tel: 203.795.8060 x26
Fax: 203.795.8046
Cell: 203.988.6298
fred@colprop.com

Fred A. Messore, CIREC, GRI, SFR
Senior Vice President

R AX

e ICSC
200 Boston Post Rd, Orange, CT 06477 + WWW.COlprop

BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

“We'll Be Pleased
To Serve
You...” e

B&D TILLOTSON PHOTOGRAPHICS

@RAPHIC DESIGN

(203)691-8885

A Veteran Owned Business
FOR PERSONAL * BUSINESS * RESALE

Call or e-mafil for appeiniments

Bruce Till <! O
Dani Till Graphic Desig On

e-mail: banddrillotson@gmail.com

HARLAN DENNY
203-799-2766

Fully Insured - Estimates Given
HIC Coniractors License No., 562440
MEMBER TCIA

FIREWOOD - TOPSOIL - STUMP GRINDING

GB Masonry

Stone Walls * Sidewalks * Pavers
Chimneys * Brickwork * Flagstone
Stone Siding * Stucco
Fully Insured -- Quality Work!
17 years Experience
Jimmy-- 203-206-1159
gbmasonrystone@gmail.com

This Spot is for Yout

Call today about special pricing

20bmbABb, W
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?
Call Phyllis Franco,
V20b. , b2mb6Wwy
And I'll drop off a brochure.
Over b0 years experience
Friendly service.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

DeskZpace from n2, 52nonth.
Full office with waiting area
n6, 52nonth, includes offrstreet
parking, Use of penthouse meetm
ing room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview.
(203) 932-6455.

Fran x 301

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’'s Gutter Cleaning.
repairs, tree work,
trimming, power
Insured. Free estimates.
V20b. 506mbHA

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs mWalls and ceilings,
sheetrock, carpentry. Free estim
mates. Insured HCo06AVY, b. Bill
W0b. , 01ni21b6.

Minor
hedgem
washing,
Call

John’s Lawn Cutting
203-508-3659
Call for estimate!

CARPENTRY, REPAIRS
Decks, porches, wall,s ceilings,
sheetrock, taping, water damem

age, repairs. Free estimates, inm
sured. MC2/isa.CT. Lic. 06AVQ, b.
Bill, v20b. , 01ri21b6.t

SITUATIONS WANTED
Seamstress, over b0 years’
experience. Can do everything,
pants, suits, dresses, gowns, etc.
Reasonable rates. Call Debbie,
W0b. , OHB050

FOR SALE
Ping Golf clubs, n1000
Craftsman Table saw, 2.5 HP.
n50. Call 20bri0n5056.

PLUMBING PROBLEMS???
Leaky pipes, Leaky Faucets,
Leaky Showers, RunningToilet,
Leaky Toilet, Drain Cleaning,
Leaky Hot Water Heater, Gardm
bage Disposals, DryerdVashers,
Laundry Lines, Dishwasher Lines,
b0 gal. Gas, or AD gal. Electric
Water Heaters, Baseboard Instalm
lations and Repairs, Gas Stoves,
FULL PLUMBING REPAIR SERm
VICES, 2A2\days a week at 20b.

5HABHGH.

HELP WANTED
House cleaners wanted — in
West Haven. $11/hour. Trans-
portation if needed. Ask for
Joe, 203-627-5840.

HELP WANTED
Babysitter is needed in West
Haven mornings. The child is 10
years of age. Person hired needs
to drop the child ol 1to school each
day. Will be dropped o[l at your
house at 60 a.m., and pick the
child up after school. Child must
be at bus stop at HT5, dropped o
at 12D0. Salary negotiable. Call
Carnell Artis, 20br25V¥02AH.

PATRICIA’'S CLEANING
SERVICE

Clean house and apartments
and ol Ice. Onenday service, movm
ing in or moving out. Thirtyrplus
years experience. Excellent serm
vice and references. If interested,
contact Patricia, 20bmH2rki2b, .

SEEKING NEW STUDENTS

Grammymominated musician2
piano teacher Judy Pancoast now
accepting new students to start
in September in West Haven. All
ages. Email mamanook@comm
cast.net for all the details.

West Haven Elk’s Lodge
Hall Rentals
150 person capacity.
Low Prices.

Bar and Kitchen
facilities available.
Great for all functions.
Free Parking.
203-671-4322 / 203-933-1537

PIANO LESSONS
BY COMPUTER

Since 1, , 2, in your home
when we can.

Beginners welcome,
reasonable rates.

Details, References.

In West Haven T20brAVY mAG W/

Part Time Funeral Assistant

Greet and escort families and their guests, direct parking, drive funj
neral vehicles in funeral processions. Obtain necessary paperwork
from town halls. Required to climb, sit, stand, bend, kneel, and
frequently lift up to 25 pounds. Must be flexible and willing to work
some nights and weekends. Clean driving record required.

Apply in person atTKeenan Funeral Home, 2bH Elm Street, WH
NO PHONE CALLS

W

L

Harbofview

» REALTY SERVICES LLC

" PROPERTY MANAGEMENT |

~ Call us for an interview

- We specialize in Condo

Association Management
and Multi Families.

31 years experience.

For more information, call Fran x 301

(203) 932-6455

140 Captain Thomas Blvd,
West Haven, CT
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Ahhhh...that salty tang in
the air is unmistakable...it’s a
summer day at the beach, and
West Haven boasts the lon-
gest public beach in the state,
a beautiful sweep around the
harbor and the sound with its
expansive views of the light-
houses, breakwaters and Long
Island. And let’s not forget
the boardwalk, picnic groves,
playgrounds, spacious green
fields and Savin Rock stand-
ing sentinel as it has for mil-
lennia.

Planning a perfect beach
day can be as simple as throw-
ing a drink and a snack into a
bag and heading down to the
shore, or it can involve a little
more. There are businesses in
town ready to help provide a
wonderful experience for you,
and the Economic Develop-
ment Commission would like
to focus on two of them today.

You can begin your beach
day at the Prospect Beach Deli
on Ocean Avenue..or end
it there...or wedge it firmly
in the middle of a day chock
full of fun. Recently given the
honor of being chosen the best
deli in New Haven County, it
opened in 2018 after Duffy’s
owner Chris Walsh decided
the location was perfect for his
vision of an oceanside estab-
lishment. Extensive renova-
tion was done to transform the
tatterdemalion grocery which
formerly occupied the space
to a sparkling shop with an
upscale New England beach
vibe.

Manager Chris Serra says
that the most unique item on
the menu is the honey garlic
shrimp quesadilla, which con-
tinues to garner a substantial
following, though he adds
that “the fan favorite is defi-
nitely the West Shore Chees-
esteak.”

There>s also that location,
location, location. There are
picnic tables alongside the deli
that take in the beach view,
but many people order and
enjoy their food at the beach

itself - maybe on a bench or
maybe on a beach towel. The
fact that the deli now carries
slushies and soft ice cream is
also a great addition to any
shore sojourn. But Serra says
that the main attraction is the
combination of a high quality
deli sandwich - hot or cold -
plus the interactive relation-
ship the business maintains
with its customers. “We know
our regulars by name, and
people are loyal to us,” he says
with a grateful smile. “During
the pandemic, people lined
up outside in the cold to sup-
port us.” That’s a business we
want as part of our beach day!

A short trip down the
road brings us to the Savin
Rock Surf Shop in the Savin
Rock Parkade, which own-
ers George Curtis and Kevin
Darcey, born and raised near
our beaches,opened a few
years ago. Darcey explains the
decision to open a surf shop
after a late-night discussion
on the potential of our shore-
line and how it was ripe for
a business catering to beach
activities. “It's such a shame
that such a beautiful natural
resource is so underutilized
by both West Haveners and
out-of-towners alike,” he says.

“Kayaks and paddleboards
are the biggest attraction,” he
continues. “Customers also
like our hands-on approach,
with training and safety pro-
cedures ensuring that they’ll
have a fun and safe experi-
ence.” The shop also delivers
equipment to the beaches as
well as to private homes for
parties, gatherings, corporate
events and small group excur-
sions - the only rental shop in
the area that delivers “with a
cool bus”, laughs Darcey.

The shop rents bicycles for
beach jaunts, and also stocks
fishing gear, chairs, umbrel-
las, canopies, hammocks and
coolers for rent, as well as
selling sunglasses and sun-
screens, t-shirts, mugs, local
artisan work, kites and kids’

WHSC: Registration set

Continued from page 16

as part of the Yankee League(the same league as the Wizards) as

well as in USA Swim meets.

WHSC will continue at the West Haven High School Pool,
and plans to have a practice schedule and format similar to the
past, but will modify the schedule to conform with state, USA
Swimming, and CDC COVID-19 guidelines. Please check out

our website at www.westhavenswimclub.org for more informa-
tion (our website is under construction, so check back frequently

for updates).

Registration for the West Haven Swim Club began Aug. 1 on
the website. At this time, payment can only be accepted online
by credit card through our website.

For all new swimmers, tryouts will be Monday, Sept. 13, at
5:30 p.m. at the WHHS pool. The first day of practices will Sept.
14. Any questions, feel free to reach out via email at westhaven-

swimclub@outlook.com.

items - sidewalk chalk, gog-
gles and beach toys - every-
thing you need for a great day
at the beach.

Darcey adds that the ad-
dition of Lilybridge accesso-
ries has been a huge success.
These colorful, tropically
themed bags and clutches are
produced by a company co-
owned by West Haven native
Abby Votto Belge, and are
huge (and expensive) sell-
ers in places like Martha’s
Vineyard and the Bahamas.
They’re exclusive locally at the
Surf Shop (and won’t set you
back anything like what they
would if you did your shop-
ping in Negril, Nantucket or
Newport).

Nevertheless, Darcey says
that the shop’s most unique
draw is “the one-of-a-kind
experience of being able to
say that [you've] kayaked or
paddled Bradley rock and the
point.”

Top -- Colorful Lilybridge
accessories line the wall at
the Savin Rock Surf Shop.
Middle -- SRSS’s “cool bus”,
happy to deliver fun in the
sun direct to you. Bottom --
Chris Serra, manager, flanked
by smiling staff at the Pros-
pect Beach Deli.

- WE ARE OPEN -

FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT

'--2..?"' -
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FRESH, CLEAN, SAFE ENVIRONMENT

Anniversaries | Baptisms | Bar/Bat Mitzvahs | Birthdays
Meetings | Communions | Fund Raisers | Reunions

Showers | Wedding Receptions

We accommodate up to 200 Guests, Full Kitchen Facility, Bar Room Facility
and Stage, Deck/Patio and Grill, Full Audio & Video Projector, LED
Dance Lights, Wireless Internet, Ample Parking, ADA Compliant Access

WEST RIVER HALL

For Reservations:
(203) 937-0088

37 ORLANDO STREET, WEST HAVEN, CT 06516
info@westriverhall.com | www.westriverhall.com




T Sports

Thursday, August 5, 2021 Page 16

Scholar-Athletes
named for 2021

The Casey-O’Brien New Haven County Chapter of the Na-
tional Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame, for the six-
ty-first consecutive year, has recognized young men that played
football and excelled in the classroom.

“We couldn’t deny worthy candidates of this prestigious hon-
or just because they didn’t play football this past fall”, said Bill
O’Brien chapter president. “Last year we unfortunately had to
cancel the awards dinner two weeks before it was scheduled. It
was very disappointing for us and the scholar athletes and their
parents”.

O’Brien polled the coaches and athletic directors of the chap-
ters 33 member schools back in February and they overwhelm-
ingly thought it was a great idea to carry on the tradition, despite
not having a recognition dinner for the second consecutive year.

A short reception was held at the Floyd Little Athletic Center
the end of April for the award presentations and photos. Ar-
rangements were also made in May for those that couldn’t at-
tend in April.

This year twenty-six were honored for their academic excel-
lence, leadership, and citizenship.

“We were pleased to honor another group of outstanding
young men for their accomplishments in the classroom, their
school and the community,” said O’Brien. Since 1962 the chap-
ter has now honored 1283 schola athletes.

ZACK CONLAN -- A unanimous choice as team captain, Zack
earned All-New England and All-Evergreen League honors in
2019. The son of Wayne and Allison Conlan, he was a consistent
honor roll student and a member of the lacrosse team. Per Coach
Linta, “Zack is what the National Football Foundation exudes:
leadership, ability, merit in the classroom, and grace and dignity
off the field.” He has signed a National Letter of Intent to attend
the University of New Haven in the fall

AIDEN STANKIEWICZ -- Notre Dame/Coach Joe DeCaprio
510” - 170 lbs. WR/DB His junior year (2019), Aiden became
a two-way starter and according to Coach DeCaprio “he was
known for always making the big play on either side of the
ball.” The son of Christopher and Deborah Stankiewitz, he also
played lacrosse. His academic record featured taking Acceler-
ated Courses in science, english, religion and social studies, as
well as College courses in ECE biology and ECE English. He was
a Peer Counselor in school and a member of the Math and Span-
ish Honor Societies. During summers he worked cleaning and
waxing boats and helped at the Connecticut Sportsplex. Aiden
will attend Quinnipiac University in the fall where he will major
in Athletic Training and Physical Therapy

MALACHI WRIGHT -- His junior year during the 2019 sea-
son, Malachi earned several honors for the Westies, including
All-SCC and All-Area teams. The son of James Wright and Caro-
line Wright, he has attracted attention from schools like New
Haven, Southern Connecticut and Stony Brook. He has decided
to attend Choate-Rosemary Hall next fall for a post graduate
year

Wizards change name

The West Haven Swim Club (formerly the West Haven Wiz-
ards) is a competitive swim team dedicated to sportsmanship,
teamwork, self-improvement and fun, and is committed to
helping each swimmer reach their fullest potential in and out
of the water.

The West Haven Swim club is a co-educational swim team
for boys and girls ages 5 and up. This team will be designed to
carry on and enrich the 50-year legacy of the West Haven Wiz-
ards, while also beginning a new chapter in the long-storied
history of West Haven swimming.

The sportsmanship, teamwork, and familial atmosphere
that made the Wizards great will continue. All of the Wizards
coaches will be with the WHSC in various capacities and all are
excited to start this new journey.

WHSC swimmers will be given the opportunity to compete

See WHSC, page 15
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Malachi Wright with cousins Jonathan and Sablina Davis, scholar athlete chairman Kevin
O’Brien and coach Rich Boshea

Aiden Stankiewicz with parents Christopher and Deborah, scholar athlete chairman Kevin
O’Brien and coach Joe DeCaprio

Zack Conlan from West Haven with parents Wayne and Allison, scholar athlete chairman
Kevin O’Brien and coach Joe Linta



