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Centennia

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice

Gail Hande flipped a light switch to launch the West Ha-

ven Centennial Fireworks on Friday.

The moment Hande flipped the switch, fireworks blasted
off Bradley Point and exploded over Long Island Sound,
dazzling the all-ages crowds along West Haven’s 3 miles
of public beaches with a display of brilliant lighting and

booming sound effects.

The 25-minute pyrotechnics show was presented by the
City of West Haven Centennial Celebration Committee
and the Savin Rock Fireworks Committee.

Hande, of West Haven, was accompanied by her hus-
band, Rich Hande, for the event on a portable stage in front
of Savin Rock. She was also joined by Mayor Nancy R. Ros-
si, fireworks committee co-Chairwoman Sandy McCauley,
radio personality Brian Smith, the master of ceremonies,
and the evening’s entertainment, singer Kathy Thompson

of the Kathy Thompson Band.

Hande was among dozens of supporters who purchased
a $10 centennial lawn sign and was entered into a raffle for
a chance to flip the switch to launch the fireworks, billed as

“They Will Be Heard on the 3rd.”

Hande’s name was drawn in the raffle at the Aug. 28 cen-
tennial concert. She and her husband also dined on burgers
and hot dogs under the fireworks committee’s hospitality

tent before the display.
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Rossi, the centennial committee’s honorary chairwoman,

greeted the Savin Rock crowd before turning it over to

Smith and Hande.

“Is everyone having a good time?” Rossi asked the
crowd, which responded with an enthusiastic “Yes!” and
See Fireworks, page 9

Photo by Andrew Kosarko

Gail Hande, third from right, flips a light switch held by Savin Rock Fireworks Committee co-

Chairman Sandy McCauley to launch the West Haven Centennial Fireworks off Bradley Point on

Page 19.

Friday. They are joined by, from left, master of ceremonies Brian Smith, singer Kathy Thompson of
the Kathy Thompson Band, Mayor Nancy R. Rossi and Hande’s husband, Rich. See more photos on

Postponed concert at Grove tonight

By Michael P. Wa

Special to the Voice

The Doobie Brothers tribute concert
performed by What a Fool Believes
is now slated for 7 p.m. today in Old
Grove Park.

The concert was postponed from
Sunday because of rain.

Billed as “a Doobie Brothers experi-
ence,” the two-hour show will cap the
Centennial Concert Series as part of
West Haven’s 100th anniversary fes-
tivities.

The concert, presented by the City

of West Haven Centennial Celebration
Committee, is part of a six-month se-
ries of free events commemorating the
community’s 1921 birth and its incor-
poration by the General Assembly as
Connecticut’s youngest municipality,
said Mayor Nancy R. Rossi, the com-
mittee’s honorary chairwoman.

The tribute band will celebrate the
Doobies” 50th anniversary, perform-
ing such timeless hits as “Listen to the
Music,” “Long Train Runnin’,” “China
Grove,” “Black Water,” “Takin’ It to
the Streets,” “What a Fool Believes”

and “Minute by Minute.”

“Six of the Northeast’s top profes-
sional musicians have pooled their tal-
ents, years of performance experience
and their love of The Doobie Brothers
to become the very best Doobies trib-
ute show in the country today,” the
band said in a statement. “Inspired
by the Brothers’ superior songwriting,
What a Fool Believes delivers power-
ful harmonies and a fun-filled, high-
energy performance covering a cata-
log of Doobies hits spanning both the
Tom Johnston and Michael McDonald

.then so can your customers!

eras.”

The show is co-sponsored by the
West Haven Veterans Council and
West Haven Vietnam Veterans.

A row of food trucks will serve up
eats and sweets on Palace Street.

The concert will join a long list of
special events observing West Hav-
en’s secession from Orange a century
ago, including the Centennial Boat
Parade in June, the Centennial Savin
Rock Festival in July and the Centen-
nial Fireworks on Friday. The rural

See Concert, page 3
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Lucas Slater, age 5, a student at the West Haven Child Devel-
opment Center, Inc., is getting ready to view the fall leaves!
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On this Date

2015 -- Queen Elizabeth be-
comes longest reigning Brit-
ish monarch. She broke the
record set by Queen Victoria,
who ascended to the throne on
June 20, 1837, and reigned for
63 years, 7 months and 2 days.

2007 -- Manuel Noriega’s
sentence in the United States
ends. Manuel Noriega, former
military ruler of Panama, was
released after 17 years of im-
prisonment in the US. He was
imprisoned on charges of drug
trafficking, money laundering,
and racketeering.

2001 -- Unix Billennium is
Celebrated. Unix time or Unix
epoch, POSIX time or Unix
timestamp, is a time system
that measures the number of
seconds since midnight UTC
of January 1, 1970, not count-
ing leap seconds. At 01:46:40
UTC on October 9, 2001, Unix
time reached the billionth sec-
ond timestamp.

1991 -- Tajikistan Declares
its Independence from the
Soviet Union. The Central
Asian country had been
conquered by Russia in the
late 19th century. In 1929, the
Tajik Soviet Socialist Republic
was created as a constituent
republic of the Soviet Union.
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Photos by Michael P. alsh
Rossi assesses Ida damage

Mayor Nancy R. Rossi on Sept. 2 assesses the destruction
at Lake Street Beach off Ocean Avenue caused by heavy rain
from the remnants of Hurricane Ida. The storm dumped 6.27
inches of rain in West Haven on the night of Sept. 1 into early
the next morning. Stormwater runoff carved out an estimated
40-foot-wide, 8-foot-deep valley in the beach. Rossi plans to
work with state leaders to secure emergency relief funding to
replenish the washed-out beach with new sand.
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Concert: Weather moves event to tonight

at the hospitality tent.

All merchandise proceeds
generated by the committee
will offset expenses and sup-
port the $50,000 centennial
budget approved by the City
Council, said Sabo, the city’s
commissioner of human re-
sources. Milford vendor JOD
Designs, a veteran-owned

screen printing company, will
sell centennial and Savin Rock
T-shirts. For other centennial
merchandise, visit the official

online store at https://merch-

webstores.com/West-Haven-

Centennial/shop/home.
The store, hosted by West

Haven vendor West Shore As-
sociates, sells such centennial-

Continued from page 1
and residential sections of Or-
ange separated in 1921 when
the residential part, West Ha-
ven, became the state’s young-
est town.

In the spirit of West Haven's
birthday, committee Chair-

woman Beth A. Sabo will sell
centennial coins and lapel pins

BNIVHAT A FOOL BELIE

The Doobie Brothers tribute concert performed by What a Fool Believes is now slated for 7 p.m.
today in Old Grove Park. The concert was postponed from Sunday because of rain. Billed as “a
Doobie Brothers experience,” the two-hour show will cap the West Haven Centennial Concert Series.

branded merchandise as long-
and short-sleeved T-shirts,
hooded sweatshirts, stainless
steel tumblers, stemless wine
glasses, insulated beverage
bottles, ceramic mugs, retro
sunglasses, canvas and cotton
tote bags, eco-performance
face masks, and pigment-dyed

twill and mesh trucker caps.

A portion of the vendors’
merchandise proceeds will
support the centennial ac-
count, Sabo said.

For a complete list of centen-
nial events, see https://www.
cityofwesthaven.com/343/
Centennial-Events.

Combine and get in

on the surprise.

Here's the deal, our Home and Auto rates are already great. But when
you combine with State Farm’, you can save even more. Call me to
discover your surprisingly great rates on Home and Auto today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.”

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516

Bus: 203-932-0591

2001865

WestFest
2021

The University of New Havenis a

proud sponsor of WestFest 2021. f’“ R R
Join us for a daylong festival featuring
local food, entertainment, games, music,

and dozens of local businesses and

student organizations on Saturday,
September 18 from 12:00-7:00 p.m.

on the West Haven Green.
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Dear Felicia

Well, Labor Day is gone, the
fireworks have been boomed,
the kids are back in school,
and summer is now all but of-
ficially over. Cobina still gits
a bit sad around this time o’
year. When she was a young
gal, as yew quite remember, it
was cuz she knew school was
beginning and the fun days of
summer were behind her fer
another year.

Now, it’s jest that another
season is gone in our long
lives, honey bunch, and the
days are getting noticeably
shorter, and the sun angles
have become more fall like.
Before you know it, the snow
will be flying, and the shovels
will be out.

And, before yew git too
dour about the season chang-
ing, there are two festivals
coming up before things re-
ally start to turn toward fall:
the Westfest on Sept. 18 that is
usually on the Green, and is a
town-and-gown collaboration

with UNH and the city; and,
the Congregational Church
hosts the Apple Festival at the
end of the month. That can be
either in the warmth of late
September or the cold of early
autumn. I remember that as
being very cold a few years,
and very warm in others.

Still, the Mystick Maidens of
the Marsh had a grand ole time
at the fireworks last weekend,
as the firecrackers weren’t the
only thing that ended this cen-
tennial year with a bang. The
gals were all hootin” and hol-
lerin” and having a grand ole
time. But we all know the fire-
works ain’t done yet. There’s
a primary that's gonna have
some interest we are sure.

But before we git into that,
this lit'le corner of the universe
had its second major storm in
as many weeks with the rem-
nants of Hurricane Ida passin’
through. And before you start
crooning “Ida, Sweet as Apple
Cider,” ala Al Jolson, things

For All Your Real Estate Needs....
Fran Gregoriades, TRC

Oiffice Manager, CT Realvor, Florida Broker

203-932-6455 x 301

Harborview
REALTY SERVICES, LLC

140 Captain Thomas Blvd
West Haven, CT 06516

were quite something around
here, I can tell yew.

Luckily, we didn’t git the
big flooding around here as
they did upstate and in New
Yawk. But, the famous rail-
road viaducts along Morgan
Lane, Campbell Avenue and
Washington Avenue filled up
faster than a bath on Saturday
night. Whenever those areas
flood it kind o” cuts off parts
o’ the city from others, effen
yew don’t know how to woik
around them, it could be quite
an adventure.

Sammy Bluejay came by
and sez that whilst the rain
was quite something, we were
lucky the wind didn’t reach
the levels the talking heads on
the telly said they might. Frum
whot I understand, trees were
perty sturdy this time around.
Yeah, a few came down, but
nuthin’ like other storms. And,
we didn’t have electrical prob-
lems — always a plus.

Still, some people had flood-
ing problems cuz of the way
their houses were constructed.
We know of one family that
got flooded out cuz water
drained toward the domicile
and cuz said domicile was on
a slab and had no basement,
the water went where it would
—in the house.

Needless to say, with the
temperatures seeming to cool
off follying the storm, maybe
we're through with the Hur-
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ricane Season in these parts,
but one nevah knows when
it comes to New England. As
Samuel Clemens was once
heard to say, “If you don’t like
the weather in New England,
wait a minute.”

Of course, Sammy wanted to
talk about the storm, but he also
wanted to talk about the coming
primary. Cobina mentioned to
Sammy the same thing she men-
tioned to yew last week, this pri-
mary has been a real dud when it
comes to excitement. In past years
we used to have stories of vandal-
ism, signs being stole, etc. Now,
I ain’t lookin’ for those days to
come back, but these” Rose Gar-
den Campaigns” as they were
once called can be perty boring.

And, we know that the city’s
Demmies are split “in tre partes”
so to speak, but in order for the
incumbent to be unseated, one
would think the challenger, in
this case John Lewis, would be
putting out releases and making
statements as to why he, rawther
than the incumbent, should be
chosen to be the party nominee.

Unless Cobina’s been asleep

for a couple o’ weeks — not that 1
wouldn’t relish that idea —setch a
thing has not happened. Still, yew
know that the vote is probably
gonna be somewhat close. Prima-
ries are not the biggest drawing
card when it comes to gittin’ bod-
ies to the polls. So, whomever gits
the more bodies out, wins. We've
seen some perty interesting re-
sults over the past few go-rounds.
Heck, herroner’s primary win
over O’Brien in "17 was about
as close as any we've seen. And,
we’ve seen some perty close calls
over the years.
Nelly Nuthatch, meanwhile,
wanted to talk about the GOP side
o’ things. Y'see, there was sup-
posed to be a primary, and things
seemed to be going along toward
setch a thing when it was found
out that one of Steven Mullin’s
petition sheets had an error, and
it negated signatures. As it was,
he only got six over the required
number, and methinks I hoid 19
signatures had been disqualified.
That meant he had to withdraw.

What remains now is whether
the party will coalesce around
Barry Lee Cohen. Nelly sez on
the surface that seems to be hap-
pening, but then, no one is really
sure.

It ain’t no secret that Cohen is
a rawther single-minded fellow
with definite ideas. Yew can like
him or hate him. He’s that kind
o” individual. He certainly ain’t
the vanilla-type candidate that
the GOP has put out over the last
several “election cycles.” We shall
see effen he can git a fire under
people as we git toward the gen-
eral election.

The one thing the lack of a pri-
mary did do was save the party
from delving into its war chest
— setch as it is — and save any

expenditures for the Nov. 2 elec-
tion. That could be a difference in
a few votes. Last time around, the
party’s coffers were emptier than
Old Mother Hubbard’s cupboard,
and trying to git the message out
was, er, difficult.

With Cohen, who can be stri-
dent, outspoken, and sometimes
abrasive, the Republicans are get-
ting a candidate that — to say the
least — people can’t ignore. And,
over his foist term on the council
he has brought some good ideas to
the group, whether they think so
or not. Remember, around here
it’s all about party labels. George
Washington would have been ig-
nored in this berg effen he didn’t
have the right label.

We shall see how things prog-
ress, won't we?

The person we feel sorry for
in this whole mess is Colleen
O’Connor. Who sez lightning
doesn’t strike twice in the same
place? She got taken off the en-
dorsed slate the might of July
caucus by a technicality of people
putting the wrong name down.
And cuz of that she had to peti-
tion under Mullins in order to
git back on the ballot when it was
found out the GOP fudged up
its filing dates. She kind o’ got
caught in the crossfire of the back-
and-forth in the party.

Tis hard to believe that it'll be
20 years since 9/11. Cobina re-
members we were in the old office
on Savin Avenue. It was a fine,
sunny Tuesday. Our esteemed
editor went up to see Grace Pre-
dom, who ran a bookkeeping office
in the building, and that’s when
he hoid about the first tower being
hit. And then he saw the hit of the
second one.

T'was quite a day, and quite
a couple o’ weeks. And it seems
things have deteriorated since
then effen yew git mdrift. Things
haven’t righted since then, and
politicos and others are getting
more shallow and more strident.
We remember those who were lost
that day, and those whove been
lost since, and we pray for ‘em,
Felicia. Sometimes that’s the best
thing we can do.

People are still wonderin’ why
all these trees are coming down —
even ones that are nowhere near
power lines. Heck, there’s tons
of wood laying all over the place,
and big trees are being cut down.
It’s a shame. Cobina ain’t no tree
hugger, but why healthy trees
are being cut down is a mystery
to these ole bones. We know the
United Illuminating company is
doing its trimming around power
lines, but why are any number of
treees getting chopped down like
it’s a logging party? As we asked
last week, will Kelsey Avenue
have trees left?

With that bit o’ chatter, Il
close this time till next, mitt luff

und kizzez,
Cobina
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Dear Eleanore Turkington:

I complained last year that
there was no railing on the
sidewalk that runs along the
city hall driveway on the
Campbell Avenue side.

The sidewalk is very steep.
At that time, you said you con-
tacted a person who would
help. Nothing done.

I called the mayor’s office a
few weeks ago to complain.
Does someone have to fall and
sue the city before they do
something? If you don’t walk
on the sidewalk and choose to
walk in the driveway it is not
as steep but dangerous. Cars
and trucks use the driveway.
You can get hit. There are rail-
ings in places that are not as
steep. If nothing is done, the
present mayor is not getting
my vote.

A Senior Citizen
Dear Senior Citizen:

I have forwarded your com-
plaint to Councilman William
X. Conlon. To date, I have re-
ceived no reply. And a word
to al Councilmen and Council-
women, | have a reference file
containing every street in West
Haven if you receive com-
plaints from Gripe Vine and
choose not to address them be-
cause they are out of your dis-
trict, get back to me at gripe-
vine4wh@aol.com, and I will
take it from there. My reader’s
gripes are important and with
your help. we can follow them
to completion.

Gripe Vine Readers:

Last month, Gripe Vine re-
ceived a complaint of very
high grass on property on
North Forest Circle. I also in-
cluded a copy of local ordi-
nances relating to unkempt,
high grass and weeds on this
street.

Peter Massaro, Councilman

for this area, was contacted for
assistance with this problem.
He replied, “I checked out the
high grass on North Forest
Circle. The property that was
in question, a vacant house,
with a dumpster alongside
of it, was cut. But to let you
know, I found another with
uncut grass, and I turned it in
to the blight officer. This house
had people living in it.”

As a reminder, readers, the
fine for this offense is $100 a
day. The first offense there is
a warning, and the second is a
citation. If the violation is un-
paid a lien can be put on the
property. The grass or weeds
may not reach eight inches
or higher, excluding flowers,
fruits, or vegetables.

Dear Eleanore Turkington:

This is a problem that I think
needs to be addressed by the
city The city should contact
the owner of this very large,
wooded lot on Stevens Av-
enue and insist it be cleaned
up of all the dumped furniture
and trash. It is blight and not
addressing it the dumping is
encouraged.

Mostly on my way to the VA
I noticed the queen-sized mat-
tress leaning into the woods
and walkway to the overpass.
The neighbors all do a great
job trying to keep their prop-
erties well maintained.

I don’t think this situation
would be tolerated if it was
happening on a wooded lot at
the west shore. I don’t think
any neighborhood should
have to tolerate this ongoing
disrespect for our community.

CCAC
Dear CCAC:

I have notified the Council-
men in this neighborhood,
Councilwoman Trenee McGee
and Councilman Mitchell Gal-

O O O
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Phone: 203-932-2253
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Body Service: 203-494-7652
Fax: 203-932-2254

O

lignano for assistance and will
publish their responses re-
garding this illegal dumping.

Meanwhile, I feel sure a city
representative, after reading
your complaint, will remove
the dumped items.

Dear Eleanore Turkington:

I want to know when, if
ever, the Morse Park Basket-
ball Court will be ready for
use.

The other courts have been
painted and a perimeter fence
installed, but no backboards
or rims. I see the baseball and
softball fields haven tended
to and used, however ours re-
mains disfunction.

BBFSports Fan
Dear Sports Fan:
I have asked for assistance

with your gripe from Council-
man William X. Conlon. His
response will appear in my
next Gripe Vine column.

Send your gripes, comments
and issues to gripevine4wh@
aol.com or mail to Gripe Vine
c/o West Haven Voice 840
Boston Post Road, West Ha-
ven 06516 Please include your
name, address and phone
number, kept strictly in confi-
dence with me.

Coming up: abandoned
couch on sidewalk...noise
ordinance ignored...illegally
parked cars near e hydrants...
speeding ..and late trash pick-

up
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Do you have a complaint or issue? Fill out this coupon and mail it to Gripevine
c/o West Haven Voice, 840 Boston Post Road, West Haven, CT 06516.

ADDRESS

PHONE

DATE

GRIPE

/________

If you need more writing space, complete your Gripe on a separate piece of paper and submit
with this form. Your identity will be kept confidential with Eleanore Turkington, Gripevine
Columnist. You can also e-mail your gripe to gripevine4dwh@aol.com or use the online form at ,

westhavenvoice.com/gripevine.
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No one can be surprised

When we saw this story, we had only one question:
Is anyone really surprised? We think not. A recent
survey by the Morning Consult organization found a
whopping 61 percent of Americans believe the coun-
try has “gotten off on the wrong track.” We are just
surprised it took almost eight months of the admin-
istration of Joseph Biden to have people decide this.

And, before you think this is some right-wing think
tank cooking the questions on the survey, think
again. Morning Consult teams up with Politico in
producing these surveys. One would be hard pressed
to think of Politico as right of center — even slightly.

We suspect that 61 percent was probably leaning
in that direction before this most recent survey, but
the debacle in Afghanistan probably was the turning
point, the proverbial “straw that broke the camel’s
back.” The fact Mr. Biden bugged out of the coun-
try and refused to follow the guidance of his gener-
als, the intelligence community, and security experts
crystalized the plight the nation finds itself at the
present time.

This was supposed to be a return to civility, normal-
ity, and international respect. What we got instead
was a demented septuagenarian in the throes of cog-
nitive decline. It was Barack Hussein Obama who
told those around him, “Don’t underestimate Joe’s
ability to f--- things up.” He's shown his assessment
was not far off. But don’t take our word for it, look at
what's transpired:

The Border is out of control - Since he took of-
fice, untold thousands of people have poured across
the border, unvetted, unchecked, and unvaccinated.
COVID restrictions put on Americans are ignored
when it comes to illegal immigration. Children have
been put into pens — remember when that was a bad
thing? Meanwhile, states have had to take their own
action to quell the influx.

Inflation is at its worst since 1979 - Biden and
the Democrats have pumped trillions of dollars into
the economy causing American spending power to
decline. On top of that enhanced unemployment
have exacerbated the problem by making it more
profitable to stay home than get a job. The proposed
budget, which will languish thanks to moderate
Senators in the upper chamber, threatens hyper-
inflation if passed. But these aren’t the only reasons
inflation is high.

Energy independence was mangled - Under the
previous administration the US became an energy
supplier, not a buyer. For the first time in decades,
we produced as much as we needed and sold the
excess. Biden’s energy policies have caused energy
prices to skyrocket. The increase is now 50 percent
over last year and threatens to go higher. That makes
everything more expensive and hurts the poorest of
the poor and the middle class.

Pandemic mismanagement - While Biden spit-
balled Donald Trump’s approach to the pandemic,
the current administration’s record is much worse.
Politicizing the science, calling for mask mandates
after touting the effectiveness of vaccines, and a
condescending attitude toward those who dispute
administration claims have all hampered efforts to
curb the disease. A good chunk of the populace does
not trust the administration or its “experts,” and for
good reason.

These are just a few reasons people believe the
country is on the wrong track. Given the adminis-
tration’s incompetence so far, don't expect it to right
itself anytime soon.
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No, Joe, It wasn’t a success!

By Rich Lowry

Syndicated Columnist

Talk about a catastrophic
success.

The Biden administration
wants credit for the Afghani-
stan evacuation as measured
by the sheer number of people
it flew out amid a security and
humanitarian crisis of its own
making.

This is the arsonist bragging
about how many fires he has
put out.

Those with memories that
stretch past a couple of weeks
ago will recall the halcyon
days when a mass evacuation
at a civilian airport exposed
to suicide bombers and other
attackers wasn’t, according to
Joe Biden, even conceivable.

Biden contributed to the col-
lapse of the Afghan military
by denying it air cover, gave
away Bagram Air Base for no
good reason, pulled out U.S.
troops before our diplomats
and civilians, drastically un-
derestimated the gathering
Taliban offensive, and then,
caught unawares by the fall
of Kabul, scrambled to jury-
rig a desperate rescue that
shouldn’t have been necessary
in the first place.

That the U.S flew out more
than 115,000 people out of Ka-
bul is a testament to the awe-
some capabilities of the Unit-
ed States military.

It is not in any way a vin-
dication of President Biden's
exit.

The evacuation itself has
been costly. Because we out-
sourced security outside the
airport to the Taliban, our
service members were forced
to operate in dangerous con-
ditions. A nearly inevitable
attack last week killed 13 of
them. That’s the loss of more
Americans in one day than
were killed in action most
years in Afghanistan since
2015.

Then, we failed by the most
important metric. We left hun-
dreds of Americans behind
who wanted to leave, a squal-
id betrayal that was unfath-
omable before the Biden team
began to try to prepare the
public for it a week or so ago.

It's hard to imagine any
prior American president,
perhaps with the exception
of Jimmy Carter, abandon-
ing Americans behind enemy
lines. Theodore Roosevelt
mustered the naval might of
the United States to save one
American who had been kid-
napped in Morocco in 1904.
Barack Obama traded five
Guantanamo detainees for
Bowe Bergdahl in 2014.

Even Biden felt the impulse
to get every last American out.
He pledged to do it in his in-
terview with George Stepha-

nopoulos. In order to keep
his promise to the Taliban to
get out by Aug. 31, though, he
broke his promise to his coun-
trymen.

We still don’t know how
many U.S. green-card holders,
to whom we should also feel
an obligation, have been left
behind. And there have been
reports that the Taliban was
blocking our most deserving
Afghan allies from getting to
the airport, meaning the Af-
ghans we got out weren’t nec-
essarily the most endangered.

Even if the evacuation had
been flawless and complete,
the underlying situation
speaks of an abysmal failure.
After 20 years, we lost a war
to a Taliban that now con-
trols more territory than it did
on September 11, 2001. The
Taliban hasn’t renounced al
Qaeda; indeed, the Haqqgani
network, a key element of the
Taliban that has been respon-
sible for security in Kabul, is
closely allied with the terror

group.
Biden talks bravely of
launching  counterterrorism

strikes from “over the hori-
zon,” but failed to secure a
base in a neighboring country.
We will have to operate from
hours away in the Persian
Gulf, even as our intelligence
capabilities in Afghanistan are

See Lowry, page 7
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Historian’s corner

By Dan Shine

In The News, 1971

By 1971, West Haven had
entered its fiftieth year as an
entity unto itself. In August,
a sixteen day celebration
took place throughout the
city, including a parade with
floats, a fairground midway
at Morse Park that included
rides, shows, an art show, a
clambake, a contest between
local rock bands, an anniver-
sary ball and fireworks. “Hike
For West Haven” covered a
twelve-mile journey around
the city and attracted hun-
dreds of volunteer workers
and thousands of participants.

Even as all of this was taking
place, the normal day-to-day
events of West Haven contin-
ued to make the news:

In keeping with the 1963
mandate-by-referendum,
the time-worn Savin Rock
amusement area was razed in
1967.

In 1971 the redevelopment
program for our shoreline
had gotten off to a rocky and
controversial start, continuing
the seemingly endless
controversy of how to put
the best face on West Haven’s
shoreline. While initial plans
called for a 4-6 acre “open
space” in the area of Bradley
Point and the Rock itself, this
project, which lasted through
20 years and several adminis-

WEST SHORE FIRE
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trations would ultimately give
West Haveners a 40-acre pub-
lic park and a vast expanse of
open shoreline.

Early in the year, Mayor
Alexander Zarnowski, who
had been mayor since 1966
was rumored to be consider-
ing dropping out of the 1971
mayoral race. Eventually
however, he did run for re-
election against Bill Heffer-
nan who defeated him in the
November municipal election.
Despite their differences, Zar-
nowski visited Heffernan at
Democratic headquarters after
the polls closed, congratulated
him, and offered a coopera-
tive transition of power. The
newspapers characterized
both contenders as excellent
family men with sterling char-
acters and noted that West
Haven was the richer for their
presence.

For many years, July 3 was
the date for the West Shore
Fire Department’s annual
carnival. Many of us can
fondly recall the rides, the
foods, the midnight fireworks
and the friendships that were
a big part of a child’s summer
fun.

John Onofrio, long time
principal at Harry M. Bailey
Middle School was awarded
the Doctor of Philosophy de-
gree from Fordham Univer-

laddies map plans for their

Shown in

Lowry: No success here!

Continued from page 6
drastically diminished.

Our ineptitude and dishonorable conduct have shocked our
allies, who need to place their trust in our competence and reli-

ability.

Biden’s supporters have resorted to the defense that almost
all of this was inevitable. Yet, for years, the Afghan army fought
and bled after we had stepped back into a support role, suggest-
ing an unsatisfactory stalemate was achievable at a relatively
low cost. Biden rejected that option. Instead, he chose defeat and dis-
grace. All of the exertions to rescue people from the wreckage over the

last two weeks can’t change that

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2021 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Liberty Coin Club relocates

The Liberty Coin Club of West Haven has relocated its coin
shows previously held at the West Haven Elks Club to the Hil-
ton Garden Inn, Milford,. Liberty Coin Club schedule: Sept. 12,

Oct. 10, Nov. 14, Dec. 12.

sity in June of that year. His
career began as a teacher at
Noble School, First Avenue
School and West Haven High
School. He served as principal
of Forest Elementary and Bai-
ley Middle School, Assistant
Superintendent of West Ha-
ven Schools, Deputy Superin-
tendent of Schools and finally
Superintendent of Schools, re-
tiring in 1995 after his 40 year
tenure.

Following the first Earth
Day which had taken place
the year before, a group of
concerned high school student
junior ecologists prepared a
series of articles for the local
newspapers, which expressed
their concern for the environ-
ment, and proposed quite a
number of actions which they
hoped would be taken in or-
der to clean up West Haven'’s
neighborhoods, marshes and
beaches.

Very early one morning in
May, a home on Milton Av-
enue exploded and burned,
killing one occupant, and leav-
ing a lasting impression on
the neighborhood, for blocks
around. It was determined
that a large quantity of fire-
works had been stored in the
home and that they were the
cause of the explosion.

In November, former West
Haven football stars, brothers

The West Shore Fire De-
partent’s annual carnival was
a story in the West Haven
City News in August 1971.

Stamp Club meets

The New Haven Stamp
Club hosts a stamp and coin
show on the fourth Sunday of
each month. Hours are 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m.at 554 Woodward
Ave., New Haven.

expensive to resolve.

24/7 Care

65 Elm St, West Haven

(203) 777-1234

Live-In Care
Overnight Care

Vinny and Pete Sgro returned
to the New Haven area as
members of the University of
Pennsylvania football team as
that team faced Yale Univer-
sity’s team in Yale Bowl.

Both brothers had played on
West Haven’s celebrated 1968
state championship team, and
were pleased to see a crowd of
West Haveners attending the
game to cheer them on.

Of course, this only scratches
the surface of what happened
during one year in the life of
our town, but it is this writer’s
hope that the foregoing brings
back some memories for our
older readers, and gives our
younger readers some insight
as to what was happening in
West Haven 50 years ago.

Dan Shine is a columnist for
the West Haven Voice, and
local history buff

In this age of corporate-owned funeral homes, we are a
family owned and operated establishment, proudly serving
our community since 1965.

We provide a level of dignity, respect, personal care and
attention to detail that is second-to-none. In your time

of need, allow us to honor your loved one — not because
this is our business, but because this is our way of life.

Funesal Directors:

Celia Pinzi, Michael Dion & James Stricker
Office Manager - Erin Raymond

Pre—Arrangements & Pre—Financing Available
662 Savin Avenue, West Haven, CT 06516 - Phone: (203) 934-7921

Email: office@westhavenfuneral.com - www.westhavenfuneral.com

aidesandcompanions.com

Home care by Aides and Companions can be a low cost alternative to more
expensive assisted living programs. We work to ensure our clients stay safe and
healthy at home. We can help to identify needs before they become difficult and

Unlike most home care agencies, Aides and Companions care-givers are all
Certified Nurses Aides or Home Health Aides. All are graduates of state-certified
programs and receives monthly “in-service” training to keep their skills honed.

OUR SERVICES

Daily or Weekly Visits
Caregiver Services
Transportation Services
Respite Care
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Fr endly Serv ce
Prov ded Here!

*No Item Too Large Or Small
*On Ste Testng WCle YoD Wa t

*Immed ate Payment

Leslie Jewelers
523 Campbell Ave., Downtown West Haven, CT

203-933-3291

Visit us on the web - www.lesliesjewelers.com

with
Sydney
Sherman

Thursday,
September 30th

9:00 pm - 7:00 pm

on Zoom

e EEEE—

To register, contact the library at
(203) 937-4233 ext. 3 or
reference@westhavenlibrary.org

SHORT ON:CASH?:2
TURNIYOURIUNUSED

* 10k, 14k, 18k, Dental, Sterl ng
*L censed BDyer For Over 30 Years
* Any Cond ton

Fam ly Owned
And Operated

Fireworks: City
marks 1ts 100th

Continued from page 1
applause.

“This is a very exciting eve-
ning — it's one of our biggest
centennial events,” Rossi said.
“I do want to thank (Chair-
man) Beth Sabo and the cen-
tennial committee. I want to
thank the fireworks commit-
tee. I want to thank public
works, public safety ... and a
great group of volunteers as
well.”

Smith then led the crowd in
a countdown — “5, 4, 3,2, 1”7
— before directing Hande to
“Flip that switch!”

“Oh, it worked!” Smith
joked, as red, white, blue and
green rockets flew and burst
over Bradley Point.

The display was part of a
six-month series of free events
commemorating West Hav-
en’s 1921 birth and its incorpo-
ration by the General Assem-
bly as Connecticut’s youngest
municipality.

Before the fireworks, people
young and old danced to funk
and rock hits performed by
Thompson’s band.

As the music played, a fleet
of food and dessert trucks
dished up eats and sweets
on the north side of Captain
Thomas Boulevard, from

Dyke Street to Platt Court.

Police closed Captain Thom-
as Boulevard and Ocean Av-
enue, from Kelsey Avenue to
South Street, for about five
hours to give the festivities
more of a block party feel.

According to organizers, the
display was moved from July
3 to Labor Day weekend to
safely accommodate the many
spectators expected.

The fireworks joined a long
list of special events observ-
ing West Haven’'s secession
from Orange a century ago,
including the Centennial Boat
Parade in June and the Cen-
tennial Savin Rock Festival in
July. The rural and residential
sections of Orange separated
in 1921 when the residential
part, West Haven, became the
state’s youngest town.

In the spirit of West Haven’s
birthday, Milford vendor JOD
Designs, a veteran-owned
screen printing company, sold
centennial and Savin Rock T-
shirts.

For other centennial mer-
chandise, visit the official
online store at https://merch-
webstores.com/West-Haven-
Centennial/shop/home.

The store, hosted by West
Haven vendor West Shore As-
sociates, sells such centennial-
branded merchandise as long-
and short-sleeved T-shirts,
hooded sweatshirts, stainless
steel tumblers, stemless wine
glasses, insulated beverage
bottles, ceramic mugs, retro
sunglasses, canvas and cotton
tote bags, eco-performance
face masks, and pigment-dyed
twill and mesh trucker caps.

A portion of the vendors’
merchandise proceeds will
support the centennial ac-
count, said Sabo, the city’s
commissioner of human re-

sources.
Watch the fireworks
on West Haven YouTube

at https://www.youtube.com/
atch?v=hlBe2lYc0qE&t=302s.
For a complete list of
centennial events, see the
schedule at https://www.
cityofwesthaven.com/343/
Centennial-Events.

Appeals to be heard
Monday in City Hall

The Board of Assessment
Appeals will meet from 6-7:30
p-m. Monday in the assessor’s
office on the first floor of City
Hall, 355 Main St., to hear ap-
peals of motor vehicle assess-
ments on the 2020 grand list.

Any owner of a city-regis-
tered vehicle can appeal the
assessment.

Face masks and social dis-
tancing are required at all
times.
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John Lewis
Democrat for Mayor
(203)-668-0969
www.johnlewis4mayor.com

Democratic Primary

For more information: Tuesday Sept 14t

b+ 4

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram W
@johnlewis4mayor
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E-mail: info@johnlewis4mayor.com For a ride to the pOHS call 203-606-0836
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Meet John Lewis

« Graduated from the University of Cincinnati with a
degree in Economics.

« After completing school, John spent time doing mission
work in Cameroon, West Africa with his father.

+ John and his wife Janel moved to West Haven more
than 20 years ago. Together they have four children.

o Currently serves as Church Moderator and Deacon at
the First Congregational Church.

« Served in many other capacities at the church including
Vice-Chair of the Church Council, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees, and Co-Chair of Apple Festival for
eight years.

+ Dedicated to helping the youth and community
coaching soccer, basketball, and football for the West
Haven Seahawks.

John and his family are proud Westies. He is ready to bring
a diverse team to lead on quality of life issues, improve our
education system, submit balanced budgets with a vision
for our future. John Lewis is ready to be your next mayor.

We Can Do This Together

John Lewis will be a full-time mayor
working every day on our economic
development recovery in order to reduce
your tax burden. His experience will get
“The Haven” moving forward.

John’s compassion will have the Mayor’s
office open so he can hear your concerns.

+ As multi-term President of the Washington School PTA,
he was instrumental in upgrades to school windows
and installation of the playground.

o Former 3rd District Councilman.

« Interim Director of the Water Treatment Plant Board.

« Interim Public Works Director.

+ Served on Zoning Board of Appeals.

 Mayoral Executive Assistant for four years.

+ Board Member of the West Haven Community House.

John Lewis will lead by listening,
comunicating and taking action.

On Sept 14th Let’s Make History

Paid for by John Lewis for Mayor 2021
Joe Miller, Treasurer/Approved by John Lewis

He is the clear choice for Mayor on Sept. 14™,
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Fred A. Messore

C OLON IAL Senior Vice President

Cell: 203-988-6298

PROPERTI ES fred@colprop.com
Residential & Commercial Brokerage Follow me on www.colprop.com
200 Boston Post Road, Orange inf f! Mws RES.0785931

Call Me Today To Discuss All Of Your Real Estate Needs!
RESIDENTIAL

135 Grand Street, West Haven 343 Beach St, #506, West Haven | 242 &246 Front Ave, West Haven

Walk To Sandy Beach! 3 Bedroom, Beachfront Condominium! Rare 5th Investment Opportunity!
1.5 Bathroom Cape Cod on oversized .33  floor end unit with 1,670 SF +/-, 2 bedroom’s | (2) fully leased multi-family homes on .68 +/-
+/- acre fenced in lot! It offers an eat-in- & 2 full bathroom’s. It features french doors AC. Bldg 1- (2) 4 BR, 1BA units w/HW.
kitchen, dining room, a den/sunroom that leading to a larger balcony to enjoy the Bldg 2- (2) 3 BR, 1BA units & (1) 1 BR, 1BA
opens to a deck and has a two car garage. ~ Wonderful views of Sandy Beach from. unit, HW. Property being sold As-Is

SOLD at $321,000- 111% of Asking! SOLD at $315,000- 97% of Asking! Offered at $699,000

A Company You Can Trust.....Honesty, Integrity, Responsiveness

O-BAGKAIN ST
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-

FREE
2-HOUR PARKING %
WITH A SAME-DAY
| PURCHASE OF $25!
", Visit our website
"3V N for details.

Apple ¢ Barnes & Noble ¢ lululemon ¢ idiom ¢ L.L.Bean ¢ Neville Wisdom ¢ J.Crew ¢ Raggs {ﬁ

Sneaker Junkies ¢ Patagonia ¢ FatFace ¢ Lou Lou Boutiques ¢ Urban Ouftfitters & more!

The Shops at Yale

Plan your visit at TheShopsatYale.com

downtown Oy

new haven @TheShopsatYale

%\ Convenient
./ Parking
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Reminder: Bulk trash collection next week

By Michael P. Walsh

Special to the Voice

The final bulk trash pickup
week of 2021 is Sept. 13-17.

West Haven residents are
reminded to separate metals,
recyclables and regular trash
from bulk trash and put them
out no more than 24 hours be-
fore pickup. Violations carry
a $100 fine per daily offense,
Public Works Commissioner
Tom J. McCarthy said.

Residents are also reminded
to “Put a Lid on It!” and use
lids on all trash cans. Rain-
soaked trash costs West Hav-
en 10 times more at the dump,
said McCarthy, adding that
using trash can lids will save
the city money by reducing
the weight of trash and cost of
tipping fees.

Bulk items include couches,
chairs, tables, carpeting, pad-
ding and fencing, which may
not exceed 6 feet in length. No
building materials, tires, mat-
tresses, propane tanks or haz-
ardous waste are accepted.

Options for disposing of
building materials include
renting a dumpster or bring-
ing the materials to a disposal
facility for a fee.

Tires can be brought to
Town Fair Tire, 63 Boston
Post Road, Orange, for a fee of
$2.75 per tire.

Mattresses can be disposed
of for free in a container at the
city’s highway maintenance
garage, 1 Collis St. Mattresses
must be dry.

Hazardous waste can be
dropped off for free at Haz-
Waste Central, 90 Sargent
Drive, New Haven. HazWaste
is open Saturday mornings
through October.

Propane tanks can Dbe
brought to Taylor Rental, 304
Boston Post Road, Orange, for
a fee of $10.60 per tank.

The amount of bulk trash
per collection is limited to 6
cubic yards, which is equal
to a pile of trash about 6 feet
long, 6 feet wide and 4.5 feet
high.

Homeowners are required
to rent a dumpster or hire a
junk removal service at their
expense if trash exceeds 6 cu-
bic yards. Otherwise, trash ex-
ceeding 6 cubic yards will be

left at the curb, and a $100 fine
per daily offense will be im-
posed, McCarthy said.

To prevent a potential fine,
property owners should fa-
miliarize themselves with
the city’s trash guidelines
at  https://www.cityofwest-
haven.com/260/Bulk-Trash-
Pickup.

Bulk trash must be gener-
ated by the customer at the
residential unit where it is col-
lected.

Trash will not be collected if
itis generated by anyone other
than the resident of the home.

Bulk items must be separat-
ed and orderly. Do not place
them next to a mailbox or util-
ity pole or close to a fence, Mc-
Carthy said.

Also, do not place bulk
items in front of a vacant lot or
home — they will not be col-
lected, he said.

In addition to bulk trash, the
city picks up metals, including

household appliances, also
known as white goods, and
toilets. To schedule a pickup
on their curbside collection
day, residents must call the
Highway Department at 203-
937-3644 or  203-937-3585.
Appliance doors must be re-
moved.

Grass bags are picked up
until Nov. 19, and leaf bags
are picked up from Oct. 1-Dec.
31.

The bags are picked up on
residents” weekly collection
days. Grass clippings and
leaves must be in separate
biodegradable paper bags and
will not be accepted if they are
in plastic bags.

The city also picks up brush
that is cut into 3-to-6-foot
lengths and tied in small bun-
dles, no more than 70 pounds.
Logs and stumps are prohib-
ited.

Residents can bring grass
clippings as well as bagged

leaves and untied brush to the
compost site, 1 Kimberly Ave.,
from 6:30 am.-2 p.m. week-
days and 6:30-11:30 a.m. Sat-
urdays. The first cubic yard of
compost is free with proof of
residence. Additional compost
costs $25 per cubic yard. Resi-
dents must bring their own
buckets and shovels.

For a $50 fee, the Depart-
ment of Public Works will
deliver up to 2 cubic yards of
compost to homes in West Ha-
ven.

For electronic items, includ-
ing TVs, the final e-waste drop-
off day of the year is Sept. 18.

Residents can drop off elec-
tronic recyclables — typically
anything that contains a cir-
cuit board or needs a battery
— from 8 a.m.-noon at the
highway maintenance garage.

The city is partnering with
Take 2 Inc. of Waterbury, a
state-approved recycler and
collector of universal e-waste

devices, to collect residential
electronic items on a quarterly
basis.

The collection is free for resi-
dents who have such items as
computers, monitors, printers,
keyboards, modems, com-
puter mice, tablet computers,
TVs, VCRs, DVD players, pho-
tocopiers, fax machines, scan-
ners, video game machines,
digital media players, per-
sonal digital assistants, stereo
equipment, telephones, cell-
phones, cameras, microwaves
and other small appliances.

Anything that has refriger-
ant, including air conditioners
and dehumidifiers, is not ac-
cepted.

Those items are considered
white goods, and residents
are asked to schedule a pickup
on their curbside collection
day by calling the Highway
Department. For details, vis-
it https://www.cityofwesthav-

en.com/263/E-waste-Drop-off.

ITSOLUTIONS WHEN IT MATTERS

NE TWORK INFRASTRUCTURE
BUSINESS CONTINUITY
MANAGED |IT SERVICES
T SECURITY

(855) 512-4817

203-931-2510

www.seacrestweb.com

500 Boston Post Road
Milford, CT 06460

180 Glastonbury Blvd., Ste 107

Glastonbury, CT 06033

935 Jefferson Blvd., Ste 1004

| www.tbngconsulting.com |

Warwick, Rl 02888

TBNG

CONSULTING

info@tbngconsulting.com
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NANCY
ROSSI

MAYOR WEST HAVEN

AND YOUR
NOURSEL
DEMOCRA

A

FISCAL
RESPONSIBILITY

QUALITY
OF LIFE

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Bringing Honesty, Integrity, & Stability to West Haven

Four years ago, when Mayor Nancy R. Rossi entered office, West Haven's financial house was in
near collapse, our city’s schools, parks, roads, commercial districts and beaches were neglected,
and we were strugqling to attract businesses and investments.

Since then, Mayor Rossi and her team have prioritized fiscal responsibility, quality of life, and
economic development to make West Haven a place we are proud to call home.

AUDITED GENERAL FUND BALANCE
(IN MILLIONS) $358

The O’Brien/Lewis $2.18 $1.36
Administration :

The Rossi
Administration

-$16.74

-$18.14
FY14 FY15 FY16 FY1/ FY18 FY19 FY20

. Visible progress has heen made by Nancy R. Rossi and her team to restore the
charm and character that is our Westie community. The Rossi team has:

* [mplemented sidewalk replacement and street paving programs
 Renovated city parks, athletic facilities and playgrounds

* Secured millions in state grants for infrastructure improvements

* Replaced flood gates and walk bridge at the Cove River

* (reated and appointed the Community Alliance Committee for equality
* New West Haven High School project nearly complete

* [nitiated and began the process to replace Washington Elementary School

Nancy R. Rossi understands when our economy is strong, our entire
community thrives. As mayor, she has worked to:

* Encourage investments into the city that are bringing new development and jobs
* Support new businesses that are opening up and established businesses expanding
* Grow the Grand List to expand our tax base and level the tax burden for residents
% Bring a new Southern Connecticut Gas facility and 150 new jobs to West Haven

* Partner with Yale-New Haven to open its new Regional Operations Center

Let’s keep the momentum going!

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14™*
VOTE ROW A'bievtocuarc ea

Vote in person from 6am to 8pm For a ride to the polls call 203-691-118] ¢

PAID FOR BY THE WEST HAVEN DEMOCRATIC TOWN COMMITTEE, M. TONI PAINE, TREASURER, AND NANCY ROSSI FOR MAYOR 2021, ROSEMARY MCDONNELL, TREASURER. APPROVED BY ALL CANDIDATES.
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A new school year

It was a day of fun, and a day of learning. Youngsters in the
West Haven Community House’s Head Start Program began
the new school year with students all over the city last week.

Bereavement group sets
first in-person meeting

The newly established Bereavement Support Group of West
Haven for widows and widowers will hold its inaugural meet-
ing from 6-7:30 p.m. Sept. 22 on the upper floor of the Johnson
Community Center, 201 Noble St.

The group, facilitated by Toni-Jo Limosani and Teddi McK-
enna, will meet the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month.

The West Haven Interagency Network for Children’s support
groups for parents and guardians of children with autism and
other disabilities will resume in-person meetings on the upper
floor of the Johnson center.

Because of the coronavirus pandemic, WHINC is unable to
offer on-site child care during meetings. The child care service is
suspended until further notice.

The Parent Support Group will resume Sept. 13 from 6:30-8
p-m. The group, facilitated by Viola Waldo, will meet the second
Monday of each month.

The Spanish-speaking Parent Support Group will resume
Sept. 23 from 6:30-8 p.m. The group, facilitated by Daisy Rivera
and Rosalyn Diaz, will meet the fourth Thursday of each month.

Anyone attending the indoor support group meetings must
wear face masks and follow all national, state and local COV-
ID-19 safety protocols.

Gardner wins Annawon award

The Fellowcraft Club of Annawon Lodge No. 115 AF&AM
presented its annual award of excellence scholarship to former,
West Haven High School Senior Mackenzie Gardner. She was
selected unanimously from a pool of well deserving candidates.
Fellowcraft president, Joseph F. McVety, Jr, said “Mackenzie
really impressed me with her diverse list of achievements. Ex-
celling not just academically, but also in her extracurricular ac-
tivities, including various sports and clubs. Giving back to the
community is a fundamental value in Freemasonry. Macken-
zie’s commitment to her community stood out to me especially.
Mackenzie is the epitome of what a true “Westie” should be.”

The Fellowcraft Club Award of Excellence was founded in 2007
and since then has been given annually to an eligible high school
senior who resides in West Haven.

WE'RE HERE TO HELP YOU
SAVE $ ON YOUR ENERGY

Contact us for a custom quote on your
electric and/ or natural gas.

__ We'll also let you know if you qualify

W, for a FREE energy audit.

MICHAEL HORTON
P

y Hill, CT 040467 | titanenergyne.com

- WE ARE OPEN -
FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT

) dveg,

B

o YR

FRESH, CLEAN, SAFE ENVIRONMENT

Anniversaries | Baptisms | Bar/Bat Mitzvahs | Birthdays
Meetings | Communions | Fund Raisers | Reunions
Showers | Wedding Receptions

We accommodate up to 200 Guests, Full Kitchen Facility, Bar Room Facility
and Stage, Deck/Patio and Grill, Full Audio & Video Projector, LED
Dance Lights, Wireless Internet, Ample Parking, ADA Compliant Access

WEST RIVER HALL

For Reservations:
(203) 937-0088

37 ORLANDO STREET, WEST HAVEN, CT 06516
info@westriverhall.com | www.westriverhall.com
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Candidates make final pitch before Tuesday

Ed. Note: In the weeks lead-
ing up to next Tuesday’s pri-
mary, the Voice sent a set of
five questions to both Demo-
cratic candidates, incumbent
Mayor Nancy Rossi, and chal-
lenger John Lewis. Below are
the answers provided by the
candidates as they came to
us. This is considered a final
pitch to voters going into the
primary. We begin with the
incumbent, and move to the
challenger.

Nancy Rossi: Continue the
successes

What is the theme of your
campaign, and how has that
theme resonated with the vot-
ers? What is the biggest con-
cern with the voters you've
encountered as you cam-
paign?

My campaign theme is let’s
keep moving West Haven for-

ROSSI

ward and keep the momen-
tum. We do not want West
Haven to return to the past
practices of mismanagement.
West Haven has come a long
way in the past 4-years and the
future looks bright. The voters
have been very positive and
are looking forward to contin-
ued progress in the city. The
top three concerns from voters
are finances and budget, taxes
and economic development.
The voters seem to be very sat-
isfied with the improvement
and the city’s plan moving
forward.

What are the three major
goals of your campaign/ad-
ministration should you win?
Put them in descending or-
der.

My  administration  will
continue to aggressively pur-
sue our priorities of fiscal re-
sponsibility, economic devel-
opment, and improving the
quality of life for our residents
by addressing deferred main-
tenance items and investing in
our aging infrastructure. We
have made great strides in all
these areas and look forward
to continuing the progress
over the next two years.

What makes you different
than your opponent, and how
will that affect your govern-
ing style?

My administration has as-
sembled a very talented and

results driven team. I am a
hands-on mayor and work
tirelessly to ensure West Hav-
en is represented and success-
ful. My opponent, although
a nice guy, is partly respon-
sible for the condition that
we found the city in. We have
worked diligently over the
last 4-years to put West Haven
back on track. We cannot af-
ford to allow the city to return
to chaos and mismanagement.

Concentrating on the posi-
tives, how will you govern
should you win?

After the election, we will
keep the momentum in mov-
ing the city forward. We will
build on and strengthen our
financial ~position, aggres-
sively market the city for new
investment and economic de-
velopment and will continue
addressing deferred main-
tenance and Dblight issues,
including paving and park
renovations. We will grow the
commercial grand list and fur-
ther stabilize our residential
and commercial tax rate.

Party politics in the city is
a fractured affair. How will
you bring various factions or
members of the opposition
party into the discussion?

The mayor represents all the
city residents and voters. I will
continue to work with all our
local, state and federal legis-
lators on local issues that are

Every Child Deserves A
RIEAID STAKT In Life!

Are you a parent looking for a
high-quality pre-school in West Haven?

We Are Here For You

Head Start is a high-quality
school readiness program
for children ages 3 to

5 from income eligible
families. The program
gives children a “Head
Start” in life by supporting

their growth and
development in a positive
learning environment.

Head West Haven Community House Head Start
Teaching Children ¢ Supporting Families
Start www.wheommunityhouse.org

West Haven Community House

www.whcommunityhouse.org
203-934-5221 Call Today!

West Haven Community House
Established 1941

in the best interest of the City
of West Haven. My adminis-
tration has worked very well
with all the members of our
city council and state delega-
tion.

General comments.

This primary and election
are critical to the long-term
plan and continued success of
West Haven. We have made
great strides in improving
West Haven and need to con-
tinue the good progress and
move West Haven forward.

LEWIS

John Lewis: Let's Make
History

What is the theme of your
campaign, and how has that
theme resonated with the vot-
ers? What is the biggest con-
cern with the voters you've
encountered as you cam-
paign?

The theme of my campaign
is “Let’s make History.” That
theme resonates very well
with the residents as they have
been overwhelmingly looking
forward to a change. They
want a leader, a mayor who
has their interests in mind and
a comprehensive plan and vi-
sion that has been missing for
decades. The biggest concern
I am hearing from voters is
the high and constantly in-
creasing taxes. They love their
homes, but are concerned that
they will not be able to afford
to live in their homes by being
taxed out of West Haven. An-
other issue I hear often is what
is happening with “The Ha-
ven,” or is it really coming? I
have some of those same ques-
tions and as Mayor I will con-
sistently keep them informed
with frequent updates.

What are the three major
goal of your campaign/ ad-
ministration should you win?
Put them in descending or-
der.

Economic Development is
the top major goal that I will
be focused on from day one.
After naming a qualified Di-
rector of Planning and Devel-
opment, I will immediately
seek to create a Bioscience
Enterprise Zone along the
Railroad Ave/Frontage Road
corridor. This designation will
allow West Haven to benefit
from increased development,
a higher taxable grand list,
employment for residents,

and opportunities for partner-
ships between qualifying busi-
nesses and the High School
STEM program. Secondly,
develop the City Hall parking
lot. I will turn a non-revenue
producing city-owned prop-
erty into a revenue generating
multi-level professional, retail,
and residential building with
underground parking. De-
velopment of the Arts center
will also be vitally important
to bringing the center of West
Haven back to life. This will be
achieved through private in-
vestment.

My second goal would be
to address the needs of our
seniors and youth. We still
do not have a suitable senior
center in Allingtown. Our se-
niors deserve a place of their
own, preferably on one level,
where they can go during the
day to stay active. I will also
seek to resurrect the Adult
Daycare Program. Our chil-
dren deserve to have a Youth
Center, a safe place that young
people can engage in a variety
of activities. I will encourage
opportunities through grants
and partnerships with reli-
gious and civic organizations
to help both groups.

Repairing the infrastruc-
ture would round out my
top 3 goals. We need many
upgrades in this area, wheth-
er it be repairing the worst
sidewalks and the pot-holed
streets or checking our drain-
pipes to clear away tree roots
or debris to relieve our streets
of our constant flooding is-
sues. I propose adding broad-
band to our beaches, parks,
and the West Haven Green.
To ensure increased safety on
our residential streets, I will
meet with residents to curb
speeding by identifying ap-
propriate locations to install
speed humps. These are all ar-
eas that, when addressed, will
move West Haven forward.
The order does not preclude
all of these items happening
simultaneously.

What makes you different
than your opponent, and how
will that affect your govern-
ing style?

What makes me different
than my opponent is when
there is an issue I will be con-
stantly communicating with
the residents. I will listen to
the residents” and employees’
ideas and suggestions. Cus-
tomer service will be at the
top of my list. I will be that
servant leader. I will look to
brand West Haven. What are
we known for? I will seek out
revenue generating businesses
to find out how we can have
them join our community. I
will reach out to private in-
vestors to give them an op-
portunity to come in on the
ground floor of an arts center
could be the catalyst to revi-

See Primary, page 15
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City to observe 20th anniversary of 9/11

By Michael P. Walsh

Special to the Voice

West Haven will observe the
20th anniversary of the Sept.
11 terrorist attacks on 9/11
with a flag-raising ceremony
at 6:30 p.m. at the Bradley
Point Park flagpole, followed
by a candlelight vigil at the
city’s 9/11 memorial.

The solemn service will be-
gin with a presentation of the
colors by the West Haven Po-

raising by the West Haven Fire
Department Honor Guard
and the New Haven County
Firefighters Emerald Society
Pipes & Drums.

The flag-raising will honor
the memory of the nearly
3,000 people who died in the
attacks. Remarks from digni-
taries, including Mayor Nancy
R. Rossi, will follow.

Louis P. Esposito Jr., Rossi’s
executive assistant, will serve

lice Honor Guard and the flag- as the master of ceremonies.

Primary: A final pitch

Continued from page 14

talize the center of our city. I will llaborate with our region of
governments to see how we can partner with them to incorpo-
rate some best practices to move West Haven forward.

Concentrating on the positive, how will you govern should
you win?

I will abide by the maxim of government of the people, for the
people, and by the people. I will govern in accordance.

Party politics in the city is a fractured affair, how will you
bring various factions or members of the opposition party into
the discussion

Any resident requesting to converse about anything regarding
the betterment of the city will find my door open. I do not have
the time to waste on petty party politics and spite. My goal is to
move the city forward. If any faction or opposition would like to
join and embrace my plan and vision for the future of the city,
they will be welcomed.

General comments

West Haven needs a leader, one with a plan and vision as we
move into the city’s second century. West Haven has so much
to offer and with the vision I have laid out, we can brand West
Haven into a welcoming and vibrant community. We have a di-
verse and rich history and can thrive when we work together. I
ask you to join me in my pursuit to revitalize our city.

Nora E. Mullins will sing the
national anthem, and Grace
Kelly Nowak will sing “God
Bless America.”

At 7 p.m., the candlelight
vigil will take place at the
Richard S. Gabrielle Sept. 11
Memorial on the boardwalk
next to the Savin Rock Confer-
ence Center, 6 Rock St.

Members of the West Haven
Rotary Club will distribute
candles and programs at the
granite monument, which was
paid for by the service club in
2002.

It was designed by Harold J.
Schaller of H.K. Peacock Me-
morials Inc. in Valhalla, New
York.

Gabrielle, 50, of West Haven,
was killed during the attack on
the twin towers in New York’'s
World Trade Center complex.
An insurance broker at Aon
Corp., he was last seen on the
south tower’s 78th floor.

Declared Patriot Day by
Congress in 2002, the city will
fly flags at half-staff in recog-
nition of the national day of
remembrance.

The vigil will feature taps
played by former West Shore
Fire Department Lt. Kevin
McKeon and Celtic folk per-
formances by Irish singer-
songwriter Liz MdcNicholl,
including “The Bravest,” a
tribute to the heroes of 9/11.

File Photo by Michael P. Walsh

The monument outside the Savin Rock Conference center
honors the city’s only victim of the 9/11 attack Richard S. Ga-
brielle, and all those who perished on that day.

Photos courtesy of WHCDC

A lesson
In eating

The West Haven Child Develop-
ment Center, Inc. received a Farm
to ECE grant from the State of CT
to plant a garden and promote fresh
fruits and vegetables while teaching
about sustainability. Above-- Riker
and Levi Mucherino, age 2 watch the
watermelons grow. Far right -- Kayl-
ani Foster age 5, samples the water-
melon.
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Seahawks split
In ‘21 Kickoffs

The West Haven Seahawks opened the 2021 season with
games at the flag (5/6 years old), 8U and 10U levels. The 12U
and 14U teams will open next weekend.

The Seahawks 10U team exploded offensively for an impres-
sive 34-0 win over the New Haven Steelers. Running back Tristan
Crawford accounted for two touchdowns and teammates Maj-
esty Whitaker, Trayon Jaynes and Jaden Spell each scored once.
The offensive line controlled the game opening big holes for the
running backs and was led by Mason Booker, William Pastore,
Jaden Potter and CJ Schlauder. The defense was stellar allow-
ing very few yards. Excellent defensive efforts were turned in
by Jacari Harris with 8 tackles for losses, Chase Stanley, Kaden
Lafountain and Tremar Smith.

The 8U team lost to a veteran and talented Steelers team, 33-0,
in opening day action. First-year running backs Jackson Gabri-
ele and Andrew Cuzio ran the ball well for the Seahawks. The
defense was led by Jackson Boynton and Kyhlan Crawford.

The Seahawk squads will all be at home at Veterans Field this
Saturday vs. Stratford. Flag football begins at noon with 8U
kicking off at 1 p.m., 10U at 3, 12U at 5 and 14U at 7.

Photos courtesy of RTMFL

Above right-- A New Haven steeler running back is stopped
in his tracks in 10U action on Saturday. Right -- Seahawk 8U
quarterback Luciano Chambrelli gets a pass off against New
Haven on Saturday.

Photos by Todd Dandelske

Pre-season tune-up

Left -- Preston Denno scrambles for some yards in a 26-6
scrimmage victory against Bunnell. Above -- Head Coach Rich
Boshea and assistant Tom Unger survey the troops in prepa-
ration for Friday’s opener against Harding at 7 p.m. in Ken
Strong Stadium. The Westies tuned up for the game with a
scrimmage vs. Bunnell, winning 26-7.
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Photos by Michael P. Walsh

Trekking to ground zero

Mayor Nancy R. Rossi welcomes Paul “Paulie” Veneto, of
Braintree, Mass., and his airline beverage cart to West Haven
at the base of the Kimberly Avenue bridge near Elm Street
on Sept. 2. Veneto, 62, a former flight attendant who lost sev-
eral colleagues when United Flight 175 was flown into the
World Trade Center’s south tower in New York on Sept. 11,
2001, is honoring his friends on the 20th anniversary of the
terrorist attacks by pushing the beverage cart from Boston to
ground zero. Escorted by members of West Haven’s Police
Department and three fire departments, Veneto pushed the
cart, decorated with photos of all four 9/11 flight crews, along
Route 162 to the Mlford line on Jones Hill Road as part of his
200-mile-plus journey to Manhattan. The trek, called Paulie’s
Push, will benefit the families of his former colleagues and
Power Forward 25, a nonprofit organization that helps people
with addiction.Veneto shows Rossi and her executive assis-
tant, Louis P. Esposito Jr., photos of flight attendants who
died when United Flight 175 was flown into the World Trade
Center on 9/11

Z=Jd $CASH $ For Your Items!!

Always Buying
Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments ESTATE SALE SERVICES
(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone &
& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising ltems, Wristwatches (Broken

: ..1
! E)rcalclcast - I_LI 'I’IC]"I = Dinncr i or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, & ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

- MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old
TI’}F Our OmEIEttes = Start;“g at ss'no! Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting & JUde M DiChele & Bl” Pastore

Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,

r i Ul‘ltl{ SP E{: Iﬁ_ Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Iltems, Owners
Our Menu Includes: R )
— TRET CAN of SODF et Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,
Salads, Grinders, L E il Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical (203) 868-1816
; : WITH PURCEASE OF £ SUE 01 i iqi i
Wraps, Burgers, Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial . .
Pasta. Greek ltems CLUE SENDWIC) Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney GraSSyHIIIAUCtlonS'Com
‘ Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,
Dine In or Take Out Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk
LN 1 42 Campbe" Ave Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern Ca” Befo re YOU
(formerly Cafe Haven) Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,

(203) 934_4407 Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs. .. Throw Anyth [ ng Awayl 1

& THE LIST GOES ON!

BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

EMMETT'S AUTO SERVICE “Well Be Pleased

REPAIRS AUTO BODY TOWING 24 HRS You..” {=go)
EMMETT MAHER ¥z-S¢  BAD TILLOTSON PHOTOGRAPHICS GB Masonry

GRAPHICE DESIGN Stone Walls oSidewalks oPavers
(203)691-8885

Chimneys o Wickwork o0lagstone
Stone Siding oStucco
A Votorom Ownod Business Oully 4sured aQuality Worke

FOR PERSONAL * BUSINESS * RESALE MNyears 1xperience
Call or e-mafl for appeintments 8|mmyapV\t @V\RME

Bruce Till O

Dani Tillotson Graphic Designer O gbmasonrystoneg gmailmmom

e-mail: banddrillotson@gmail.com

COLONIAL

PROPERTIES . T This Spot is for YouE

Fred A. Messore, cirec, Gr,sFR  Tel: 203.795.8060 x26 * S a e Call today about special pricing

Senior Vice President Fax: 203.795.8046 : Fully Insured - Estimates Given
Cell: 203.988.6298 ; . BRIEY HIC Contractors License No, 562440
m fred@colprop.com Ny g MEMBER TCIA
/ = ) 1
R & P,

A 203-934-6397
200 Boston Post Rd, Orange, CT 06477 www.colprop FIREWOOD - TOPSOIL - STUMP GRINDING
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Cs 33 YOUR AVON 3s DY
Looking for Avon?
Call Phyllis Franco,
TR03(332-9367,
And I'll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience
Friendly service.

0OR R1NT
, arborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.
Desk/Space from S295/month.
Full office with waiting area
S695/month, includes off-street
parking, Use of penthouse meet-
ing room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview.
¢wt PEt paBRTUUm
Oran x t wA

k UTT1R C31s NAk
Jay’'s Gutter Cleaning.
repairs, tree work,
trimming, power
Insured. Free estimates.
T03G506-9384.

, OM1 MPROV1M1NT
Repairs -- Walls and ceilings,
sheetrock, carpentry. Free esti-
mates. Insured HCR0647093. Bill
TR03301-2136.

Minor
hedge-
washing,
Call

|
8ohn’s 3awn Cutting
pw dJwyd RUE
Call for estimatee

CARPENTRY, REPAIRS
Decks, porches, wall,s ceilings,
sheetrock, taping, water dame-

age, repairs. Free estimates, in-
sured. MC/Visa.CT. Lic. 0647093.
Bill, R03301-2136.E

SAUsTHONS Ws NT1D
Seamstress, over 30 years’
experience. Can do everything,
pants, suits, dresses, gowns, etc.
Reasonable rates. Call Debbie,
TR03308-5050

OOR Ss 31
Ping Golf clubs, S$100;
Craftsman Table saw, 2.5 HP.
S50. Call 203-710-5056.

P3UMWNk PROW31MSe -

Leaky pipes, Leaky Faucets,
Leaky Showers, RunningToilet,
Leaky Toilet, Drain Cleaning,
Leaky Hot Water Heater, Gard-
bage Disposals, Dryer/Washers,
Laundry Lines, Dishwasher Lines,
30 gal. Gas, or 40 gal. Electric
Water Heaters, Baseboard Instal-
lations and Repairs, Gas Stoves,
FULL PLUMBING REPAIR SER-
VICES, 24/7 days a week at 203G
584-6868.

o
, ouse cleaners wanted - in
West , avenml AAourmTransa
portation if neededmssk for
8oe! pwt RpNUYTwm

o

Babysitter is needed in West
Haven mornings. The child is 10
years of age. Person hired needs
to drop the child ol 1to school each
day. Will be dropped o[l at your
house at 6:30 a.m., and pick the
child up after school. Child must
be at bus stop at 8:15, dropped o
at 12:30. Salary negotiable. Call
Carnell Artis, 203-257-0248.

(o] o]

Clean house and apartments
and ol Ice. One-day service, mov-
ing in or moving out. Thirty-plus
years experience. Excellent ser-
vice and references. If interested,
contact Patricia, 203-982-8239.

S11B4Ak N1W STUD1NTS

Grammy-nominated musician/
piano teacher Judy Pancoast now
accepting new students to start
in September in West Haven. All

Annual Public Meeting
at the West Haven Public Library

The Village Improvement Association The governing body of
the West Haven Public LibraryGwill be holding their annual
meeting. This meeting will be held at 5:00pm on Tuesday,
September 21, 2021 in the Connie Sacco meeting room at

300 EIm Street, West Haven.
Masks are required at this in-person meeting.

W

age

cast.net for all the details.

S.

Email

mamanook@com-

]
West , aven 1lk’s 3odge

, all

AUwperson capacitym
3ow Pricesm
War and Bitchen
facilities availablem
k reat for all functionsm
Oree Parkingm
pwt RNAGTt pp Cpwt Et t aAUt N

Rentals

Since 1992, in your home
when we can.

P4 NO 31SSONS
WY COMPUT1R

Beginners welcome,
reasonable rates.

Details, References.

In West Haven: 203-479-4467

L

Harbofview

» REALTY SERVICES LLC

" PROPERTY MANAGEMENT |

~ Call us for an interview

- We specialize in Condo

Association Management
and Multi Families.

31 years experience.

For more information, call Fran x 301

(203) 932-6455

140 Captain Thomas Blvd,
West Haven, CT
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Answers
to last week's
puzzles

— King Crossword —

Answers

Solution time: 25 mins.

ml o MmO 0T O u)

tAwoRrRBIEI LRJAHC
—— Weekly SUDOKU —
Answer
3|1|5|2|7(9|8|6]|4
7|18(6|1|5|4|2|3|9
94|2|3|8|6]|7|5]|1
1/5|8|19|2|3|6(4|7
4,3|9|6(1|7]|5|2|8
2/,6|7|8(4|5]1]|9|3
6|7|3|5(9(1]4|8|2
8(9(4|7|6(2|3|1|5
5/2|1|4|3(8|9|7|6
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to by Andrew Kosarko and Michael P. Walsh
Fireworks and tunes!

Clockwise -- Guitarist Greg Benn solos, while singer Kathy
Thompson looks on. Radio personality Brian Smith, the master
of ceremonies, jokes with the crowd. Singer Kathy Thompson
leads the Kathy Thompson Band in a performance. Fireworks
explode over Long Island Sound in a display to celebrate the
city’s centennial.

| UrFo BY TOM ASCHENEACH

LCO‘*( "K.,T' THOSE CREATURES HAVE YU "UREOLNDEF-’
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I THINK WERE _
‘ ' m_L RIGHT, MUEEL.
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WEST HAVEN VOICE

DEMOCRAT**********

NANCY
ROSSI

MAYOR WEST HAVEN

*Nancy R. Rossi
Mayor

Bringing Honesty, Integrity, & Stability to west Haven

AND YOUR (_ENDORSED.)

DEMOCRATIC TEAM

&

S i ..
\ Ii"|. % |

*@ary Donovan

)\ /e
*Ronald M. Quagliani
Council At Large

" y
5 i

| *ridgette J

)

Council At Large

F-" I ' .-..I | LT
*Mitchell Gallignano
Council - District 4

Sarah Ackbarali
Council - District 3

V.

*Michael P. Last

Ly} f [ ] i
*I5atrick Egolu - Kim Kenny Morgan Watts ""]oph W. Harvey [l Ruth Figueroa l
Board of Education Board of Education Board of Education Board of Tax Appeals Board of Tax Appeals

oskie
Council - District 1

Treasurer

Working together as a
community, we have
achieved so much to

move West Haven forward.

(arol Soter
Council - District 2

After the challenges of the
past year, now is our
time to recommit to

continuing the progress,

|

v/ Balanced Budgets
ki '  Fiscal Responsibility
eter v. Massaro
coundl-Distict6 | [/ Grand List Growth

[V City-Wide Park Restoration

| v/ Economic Investment & Development
v/ Home Value Increases

[V Infrastructure Investments

[+ Tax Mill Rate Stabilization

.

Livia Talamelli

*Robert Bfuneau
Council - District 9

Rachel Solveira
Council - District 8

*Trene'é'McGee
Council - District 7

T learn ware or get mﬂoﬁ?w( call 203-691-118] o vigit WHDTC.ORG v/ School Maintenance & Construction

Counci -Distrct 10~ [/ Government Transparency

POLLS OPEN FROM 6AM TO 8PM

VOTEROW ATUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14"

PAID FOR BY THE WEST HAVEN DEMOCRATIC TOWN COMMITTEE, M. TONIPAINE, TREASURER, AND NANCY ROSSI FOR MAYOR 2021, ROSEMARY MCDONNELL, TREASURER. APPROVED BY ALL CANDIDATES.

*[ncumbent




