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Voice Feature
An in-depth feature 

Carrigan takes 3rd
place in reading event

See page 20

Submitted Photo

‘Charlie Brown’ 
opens

The West Haven High School The-
atre Workshop presents You’re A Good 
Man, Charlie Brown, the fi rst musi-
cal in the brand-new auditorium at 
West Haven High School!  This family 
friendly musical opens tonight to Sat-
urday, with shows at 7 p.m. and a spei-
cial matinee on Saturday at 2  General 
admission tickets can be purchased at 
htt ps://www.showtix4u.com/event-de-
tails/61695 or at the door. See page 14 
for more picutres.

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Sweeney Square
Joined by West Haven Mayor Nancy R. Rossi, 2022 Irishman of the Year Keith Sweeney, a 

decorated former city police offi  cer, pulls off  the shroud revealing the Kelly green street sign 
designating the Campbell Avenue side of City Hall as “Keith M. Sweeney Square” for the next 
year at the 29th annual St. Patrick’s Day Celebration on March 17. See page 13 for more.

Rossi unveils
$168.3m plan

The public will get its one and only chance to let city offi  cials 
know their views on Mayor Nancy N. Rossi’s proposed budget 
for Fiscal Year 2023 in a public hearing set for Tuesday, March 29 
at the Bailey Middle School Auditorium at 6:30. Mrs. Rossi un-
veiled her $168.3 million spending plan before the City Council 
in a special session, March 17.

The public hearing is the only opportunity the public has to 
address the budget before it goes into a six-week review by the 
City Council. Under the City Charter, the review must be com-
pleted, and a fi nal vote taken on the budget on or before the fi rst 
Thursday in May.

The best news for taxpayers is the mayor’s plan, though in-
creasing spending by about $3 million over last year, will keep 
the city’s mill rate the same at 34. A mill is the dollar amount 
of taxes paid per thousand of assessed value. The rate does not 
include fi re tax levies in the West Shore and First Taxation Dis-
tricts, still to be determined by the fi re commissions when they 
release their budgets. The Fire Department of West Haven: Al-
lingtown will not see an increase in rates under the plan.

While noting the city was coming out of the worst years in its 
recent history, the mayor tried to keep an upbeat att itude in her 

See Budget, page 12
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On this Date

The artist known as Arvi from Pagels School Grade 3, wants 
one more cold day to build a snowman and enjoy hot choco-
late.

1999 -- For the fi rst time in 
its history, NATO attacks a 
sovereign country. The mili-
tary alliance bombed Yugo-
slavia during the Kosovo War 
- without a UN mandate.

1989 -- Oil tanker Exxon 
Valdez runs aground in Prince 
William Sound, Alaska. The 
mishap resulted in one of the 
most devastating environmen-
tal disasters in history, killing 
up to 250,000 seabirds and 
other wildlife.

1965 -- Millions watch 
NASA spacecraft Ranger 9 
crash into the Moon. The U.S. 
space probe broadcast live pic-
tures back to Earth, enabling 
TV viewers to follow its ap-
proach to the Moon and its 
controlled crash.

1896 -- Aleksander Popov 
achieves the world’s fi rst ra-
dio transmission. The Rus-
sian physicist transmitt ed the 
words “Heinrich Hertz ” from 
one building of St. Petersburg 
University to another.

1882 -- Robert Koch discov-
ers the bacterium responsible 
for tuberculosis. The German 
scientist, who is regarded as 
the father of modern bacteri-
ology, won the Nobel Prize in 
Physiology and Medicine in 
1905.

Births
1930 -- Steve McQueen, 

American actor.

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Leading the Way
The West Haven Police Honor Guard and the New Haven 

County Firefi ghters Emerald Society Pipes & Drums lead the 
procession of dignitaries toward the plaza in font of City Hall, 
where former policeman Keith Sweeney was honored as Iris-
man of the Year on St. Patrick’s Day. Sweeney was named in 
2020 for the honor, which was held up because of COVID. Go 
to page 13 for the full story.
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2006045

Happy New Year, 
neighbors.

I wish all my neighbors 
a healthy, happy and safe 
New Year. Here’s to this 
year bringing you nothing 
but the best. 

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516
Bus: 203-932-0591

UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAVEN 

DENTAL CENTER

A Partner in the Community

We offer reduced cost dental services  
to the West Haven community, including:

• Adult and child cleanings

• Blood pressure screenings

• Oral cancer screenings

• Periodontal disease screening

• Cavity screening

• Patient education

• X-rays

• Pit & fissure sealants

• Scaling and root planing 

APPOINTMENT FEES
Adult: $30

Seniors (62 and above), Children (14 and under)  

and U.S. Military Veterans: $20

University of New Haven Students: $10

No insurance needed

CONTACT
To make an appointment with a student Dental Hygienist, 

please call (203) 931-6028. 

Appointments are available Tuesdays and Thursdays  

from 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. or 1:15 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

University of New Haven Dental Center 

419 Boston Post Road, West Haven CT 06516

Rossi announces plan for ARPA funding
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Mayor Nancy R. Rossi has 

released a comprehensive 

plan outlining how the city 
will spend about $29 million 
in federal coronavirus relief 
funding. 

Rossi presented the ARPA 
Community Investment Plan 
to the City Council on March 
14. 

The nine-page spending 
plan requires the council’s re-
view and approval. 

In October 2021, Rossi 
launched an online submis-
sion form seeking residents’ 
ideas for spending the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act funding. 

The plan includes $3.5 mil-
lion for the long-planned arts 
center at 304 Center St., $3.07 
million for fi re department 
aid, $3 million for stormwater 
management, and $2.4 million 
for police personnel retention.

Other projects include a $2 
million expenditure for in-
frastructure paving and im-
provements and $1.65 million 
for municipal building im-
provements. 

It also includes $1 million 
for a recycling and reuse cen-
ter, $1 million for open space 
preservation, $1 million for 
small-business aid, $680,000 
for public health outreach, 
$585,000 for broadband access 
and $500,000 for traffi  c and 
boardwalk monitoring cam-
eras. 

See the full ARPA Commu-
nity Investment Plan at htt ps://

www.cityofwesthaven.com/
DocumentCenter/View/4241/
ARPA-Community-Invest-
ment-Plan-PDF.  

In late January, Rossi estab-
lished a nine-member commit-
tee to oversee West Haven’s al-
location of ARPA funding. 

The mayoral-appointed 
ARPA Committ ee is led by 
Chairman Kenneth Carney, 
Vice-Chairman Michael P. 
Last and Secretary Dwight 
Knowles. The other members 
are Christopher Barstein, Neil 
C. Cavallaro, Iris Diaz, Ken-
neth Ferris, Gary M. Perdo 
and Rohan Smith. 

The committ ee meets on the 
fi rst Tuesday of each month 
at 5:45 p.m. in the Harriet C. 
North Community Room on 
the second fl oor of City Hall. 

Carney is the chairman of 
the West Haven High School 
Building Committ ee and the 
West Haven Building Over-
sight Committ ee; Last is the 
city treasurer and a member 
of the board of directors of 
the West Haven Commu-
nity House; and Knowles is 
the clerk of the high school’s 
Building Committ ee. 

Barstein is the executive di-
rector of Benchmark Senior 
Living and was a hospital-
ity industry professional and 
educator for more than 35 
years; Cavallaro is the city’s 
superintendent of schools; 

and Diaz is the chairwoman of 
the Board of Fire Commission-
ers of the City of West Haven 
Fire Department Allingtown 
and was the vice chair of the 
city’s Charter Revision Com-
mission. 

Ferris is a former two-term 
city treasurer and was a mem-
ber of the city’s Inland Wet-

lands Watercourse Agency; 
Perdo is a member of the 
high school’s Building Com-
mitt ee and the Washington 
School Building Committ ee; 
and Smith is an accountant at 
the West Haven VA Medical 
Center and was a member of 
the Charter Revision Commis-
sion. 

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
The city clerk’s offi  ce is pro-

viding a new tool to help prop-
erty owners protect one of their 
most valuable assets.

Hide original message
City Clerk Patricia C. Hor-

vath said property owners can 
sign up for Fraud Alert to re-
ceive alerts whenever a docu-
ment, such as a deed, mortgage 
or lien, is recorded under their 
name.

Sign up for free 
at htt ps://searchiqs.com/
fraudalert/?CC=CTWHA.

“This is an easy way for 
homeowners to have peace of 
mind,” Horvath said.

Horvath noted that because 
other West Haven property 
owners may share the same 
name, “this new tool adds ad-
ditional protection to your 
property.”

Property owners can view 
documents online or in the 
clerk’s offi  ce on the fi rst fl oor 
of City Hall, 355 Main St.

City offers
Fraud Alert
sign ups
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Here we are in the last week 
o’ March, hon. We determined 
to push the second isshew of 
the month back a week cuz 
Herronner was to propose her 
spending plan for the next fi s-
cal year. Soooo, as we publish 
the details of it, we did what 
we had to do. Needless to say, 
the end of the month brings 
hopes of crocuses blooming, 
and the air gett ing a bit less 
chilled.

Near my domicile there are 
a few trees showin’ that buds 
are jest a week or so away, and 
it seems that lawns are green-
ing a bit. Why the weather re-
port? Cuz as much as Cobina 
likes the winter, she has had 
it up to her bicuspids with the 
cold, and the wing. Of course, 
around our parts things really 
don’t start gett ing warm until 
May. “Colder by the shore” 
is one of the truest statements 
weathermen say on a given 
day. But things are lookin’ up. 

And, the fack that the budget 
has been proposed is one sign 
of it.

With the proposal now pub-
lic, the City Council set the 
hearing, and we now will see 
how this aspect of the process 
goes. Every year, Cobina har-
kens back to the days when 
the West Haven Taxpayers 
Association was in full bloom. 
Those were days when every-
one seemed engaged in the 
political warp and woof of this 
city – much to the chagrin of 
the political movers and shak-
ers. 

Of course, those days were 
the days of “Save Our Shore,” 
and massive spikes in home 
assessments. With the infl a-
tion what it was in those days 
– like today, actually – assess-
ments were through the roof, 
and people were miff ed. Even-
tually, those problems led to 
the state going to a fi ve- and 
then four-year assessment 

strategy, so the sticker shock 
isn’t quite so bad.

Still, I can see the hundreds 
o’ people in the old high 
school auditorium excoriating 
the leadership, and looking 
for cuts in spending. It ain’t 
like that anymore, though one 
wonders eff en now that things 
are gonna be perty much sta-
tus quo with the mill rate, peo-
ple will see they hafta be more 
engaged. I wouldn’t hold my 
breath, but yew never know.

~~~
Sammy Bluejay was perusing 

the document and we know one 
group o’ people that will be there 
in force will be those who are 
wanting a new satellite library 
in Allingtown. Herronner made 
mention of it in her discourse and 
comments last week, and Sammy 
sez a lott a people are wondering 
about it the future of it. Remem-
ber, the library was shut down 
almost four years ago, now, and 
the potential reopening has been a 
sore subject amongst members of 
the Village Improvement Associa-
tion, and the administration for a 
while.

The topic is part of the distri-
bution of the American Recovery 
Act funds – the funny money that 
is causing some of the infl ation 
we’re seeing now – and it’ll be 
interesting to see how this plays 
out. Don’t be surprised, sez Sam-
my, eff en members of the VIA or 
jest interested parties concerning 
the library want more than jest a 

generalization of what is contem-
plated. 

After that, we wonder who will 
be att end the confab. Don’t git 
Cobina wrong we hope hundreds 
show up just to hear about what 
is planned. But, this berg ain’t 
what it used to be with absentee 
ownership and setch. People who 
rent don’t pay as much att ention 
as people who own. Still, let’s 
hope there are some memorable 
moments in this year’s public 
hearing.

~~~
Eff en yew remember, the 

last issue had a lett er scribed 
by Christine Gallo of the Eco-
nomic Development Com-
mish. She picked up on a com-
mint we made to each other in 
a previous missive concerning 
the Savin Rock Museum. Cur-
rent plans call for the demoli-
tion of the current building, 
which means the closure of the 
museum housed in the lower 
level.

To many, including Cobi-
na and I think it’s fair to say, 
Gallo, think the artifacts and 
memorabilia from the amuse-
ment park are somewhat of 
an after-thought. The focus is 
on gett ing rid of the building 
and putt ing in a tax-producing 
business -- not a thing to criti-
cize. However, eff en what she 
said in that lett er is true, that 
the exhibits will be parsed out 
and some will be displayed 
in the new brewery business, 
that ain’t a good idea.

Jest once, can we have an 
inclusive plan which keeps 
things together, where the 
whoop and holler of a new 
business doesn’t drown out 
the fack that we have some-
thing that should be pre-
served? Does it hafta be an 
either/or? Could it be a both/
and? Jest wondering.

Speakin’ o’ the former Re-
gion 2 of the Redevelopment 
Plan (hard to believe it’s been 
lapsed for so long now, when 
it seemed it would never die), 
we see that something is hap-
pening over at the Savin Rock 
Parkade. The Wag was in fi ne 
spirits tellin’ me about it. The 
ownership has changed hands 
and the lot has been paved, 
a new restaurant ensconced 
there, and it seems that the 
former site of several grocery 
stores is being groomed for 
something.

One would think that would 
be a topic the administration 
would like to promote, but I 
guess not. Still, Cobina is an 
inquiring mind and wants to 
know…And, while we’re at 
it, we see numbers have been 
painted on the former CJMs 
on Campbell Avenue. We 
seem to remember something 
is planned fer that site. Could 
the fack numbers have been 
spray painted on the façade 
mean that after several years 
of standing empty something 

is happening over there? And 
the former American Buckle 
Company site, will something 
happen there? Questions, 
questions, questions.

~~~
Nelly Nuthatch came by t’other 

afternoon and noted that what-
ever they did on Beach Street to 
reinforce the beach and sidewalk, 
it seems to have held out in the 
bad weather we’ve had over the 
last couple o’ months. We’ve had 
some perty strong Nor’easters 
come through here, and usually 
they chew up the beaches. The 
area in front o’ the channel mark-
er on Beach Street, near Morse 
Park was recently rebuilt. The 
waves of previous storms had all 
but washed out the sidewalk, and 
prompted emergency repairs.

The area is slated to be graded 
diff erently over the next several 
months, with the roadway hiked 
up seven feet from its current 
level. The fl ooding and wave ac-
tion have always been a diffi  culty. 
With the rebuild of the beach, and 
the potential reconstruction o’ 
the roadway, maybe things will 
be bett er and last longer – maybe 
not. We shall see, but that is one 
o’ the projects we expect to see.

The former Chick’s has been 
sold, and we’re told the former 
Debonair Motel property has 
changed hands. Maybe things 
will be lookin’ up in that neigh-
borhood.

~~~
Circling back as we like 

to so, we see that Herronner 
mentioned the Simon Group 
and the Haven in her com-
ments whilst proposing the 
budget. To be fair, things seem 
to be moving over there a bit 
faster than in past months. We 
see that a few more houses 
have been torn down, and it 
looks like some other progress 
has been made. That is a good 
thing. 

We know from what we’ve 
been told by the Actors Colo-
ny that negotiations are going 
on betwixt the developer and 
the city, we have a suggestion: 
part of the negotiation has to 
be more open communication 
not only with the taxpayers of 
the city, but particularly the 
neighborhood around the con-
struction site. 

The Simon Group has been 
notorious for its lack of com-
munication with the city, in-
cluding the political leaders. 
That has to stop everyone re-
alizes. But, part of that discus-
sion has to be the neighbor-
hood. They’ve borne the brunt 
of decay and pestilence over 
there. The developer should 
start being a good neighbor 
and lett ing those homeowners 
know whatinhell is going on. 
Jest Cobina’s thoughts.

~~~
With that bit o’ chatt er, I’ll 

close this time till next, mitt  luff  
und kizzez,

Dear Felicia

Cobina
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Dear Eleanore Turkington:
I don’t understand why 

whenever anything needs to 
get done in West Haven by ei-
ther the City of West Haven or 
by the State of Connecticut it 
drags on or never gets done. 

Back in July of 2021 there 
was an accident at the intersec-
tion of Campbell Avenue and 
Captain Thomas Boulevard at 
which time a pole which holds 
the traffi  c lights was knocked 
down severing several wires. 
Well, my question is what is 
taking so long to repair the 
traffi  c signals? This slow-mo-
tion performance by my state 
and local offi  cials would never 
be allowed in any Fairfi eld 
town. West Haven for years 
always drags their complaints 
when gett ing anything done.

I urge all West Haven resi-
dents to call City Hall at (203) 
937-3500 and ask what is tak-
ing so long to repair the traffi  c 
lights.

MP Neighbor
Gripe Vine Readers:
As you know, this is the 

place to air your complaints 
and to vent. Most of the time 
when your local councilmen 
and women cooperate and 
check out your complaints, 
Gripe Vine is able to solve resi-
dent’s issues.

Today I would like to salute 
a group of people that took 
matt ers into their own hands 
and pitched in together and 
worked hard to clean p an area 
in your city. Two vacant lots 
on Peck Avenue were cleaned 
up during freezing weather I 
would like to praise and thank 
members of the Sandy Point 
Neighborhood Association 
who worked together recently 
to put a shine on an area that 
w as covered with trash. Great 
job!

To add frustration to the 
problem of city-wide trash 
pickup here is a recent lett er 
from a resident:

Dear Eleanore Turkington:
The only time to dispose of 

bulk/trash items is on three 
specifi c dates. There is no pace 
for West Haven residents to 
dispose of bulk trash. Other 
cities have transfer stations to 
dispose of bulk trash, but they 
are only for resident use. West 
Haven has no other options 
except the three single dates 
provided.

Resident Taxpayer
Dear Eleanore Turkington:
We do need a transfer sta-

tion like Hamden. Since there 
are a lot of rentals in West Ha-
ven, furniture is often dumped 
around town.

Tired of Trash
Dear Resident and Tired:
Research indicates West Ha-

ven does not have the space 
to provide a transfer station. 
If any of my readers out there 
have suggestions or knowl-
edge of possible areas for this 
purpose, let me know and I 
will forward this information 
to city authorities. Send your 
suggestions to gripevine4wh@
aol.com or West Haven Voice, 
840 Boston Post Road, West 
Haven 06516, and I will follow 
up.

Gripe Vine Readers:
I have been receiving com-

plaints of “mangled sidewalks 
at Brown Street.” If you have 
found this complaint to be val-
id, let me know.  Gripe Vine 
has been in contact with your 
council women, Bridgett e 
Hoskie and Elizabeth John-
ston. Their reply will appear 
in my next column.

Dear Gripe Vine Readers:
In response to your com-

plaints of motorists request-
ing a stop sign at Marian and 

Middle Street, a school bus 
stop, Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Johnston replied to Gripe 

Vine, indicating she had for-
warded this complaint to Sgt. 
D’Amato of the West Haven 
Police Departmento To date, 
Gripe Vine has not received 
.confi rmation of this stop sign 
installation. Readers out there, 
let me know if this safety mea-
sure has been completed. 

Gripe Vine has also notifi ed 
Councilwoman Johnston and 
William Conlon of the exces-
sive speeding on Second Av-
enue. To date: No reply.

Coming up…more and 
more potholes..more c traffi  c 
complaints and missing stop 
signs…Hamden House inqui-
ries….Boot Law inquiries….
potholes at Center Street…

snowplow pushing snow 
gripe…Church Street and Sec-
ond Avenue pot holes…traf-
fi c signal at Derby Avenue…
missing stop light at Capt. 
Thomas Blvd. complaint…
to lane merge complaint on 
Campbell Avenue…Saw Mill 
Road and Greta. Blight at 
White Street…Ashford Street 
gripe and more.

You can send your gripes, 
comments and issues to gripe-
vine4wh@aol.com or write to 
Gripe Vine c/o West Haven 
Voice, 840 Boston Post Road, 
West Haven, CT 06516 Please 
include your name, address, 
and phone number, all kept in 
strict privacy with me.

ELEANORE TURKINGTON
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Burials ~  Cremation  ~  Pre Planning 

Keenan Funeral Home 

238 Elm Street, West Haven        330 Notch Hill Road, North Branford 

                  (203) 933-1217                  (203) 481-3217 

Serving New Haven County &  the Shoreline Communities for over 100 years 

At Keenan Funeral Home we work with ever  family’s budget to 
give your loved one the dig ified memorial they deser e. 

www.keenanfuneralhome.com   wecare@keenanfuneralhome.com 

     Live st eaming available 
cost   at no additional  

Philip M. Appell 

Funeral Director & Managing Partner 

phil.appell@carriageservices.com 
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Public gets to speak March 29

Trump didn’t cause war
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
More than a year into the 

Biden presidency, Vladimir 
Putin has invaded a sovereign 
neighboring country and, of 
course, everyone knows who’s 
to blame -- Biden’s predeces-
sor.

In an instance of misdirec-
tion for the ages, a spate of 
commentary has pointed the 
fi nger at Donald Trump for 
supposedly creating the predi-
cate for Putin’s brutalizing of 
Ukraine. 

There’s no doubt that 
Trump has long had an appar-
ently uncontrollable refl ex to 
say warm things about Vladi-
mir Putin. He foolishly mused 
about pulling out of NATO. 
And his withholding of aid 
to Ukraine for a partisan po-
litical purpose -- to pressure 
the Ukrainian government 
to uncover dirt related to the 
Bidens -- was a tawdry abuse 
of power (and led to his fi rst 
impeachment).

No one should hold Trump 
up as a paragon, but to blame 
him for sparking a delayed-
fuse geopolitical cataclysm 
that just happened to explode 
on Biden’s watch is wholly ri-
diculous.

Trump critic retired Lt. Col 
Alexander Vindman, who 
had a star turn as a witness at 
Trump’s fi rst impeachment, 

says Trump emboldened Putin 
and left Ukraine unprepared 
to defend itself. Former U.S. 
ambassador to Ukraine Marie 
Yovanovitch says Trump sent 
the world the message that 
Ukraine was a mere pawn. A 
piece in The New York Review 
of Books says Trump “paved 
Putin’s way.” 

There is no support for this 
argument in a world where 
facts and logic -- or basic chro-
nology -- mean something.

First of all, Russia had 
grabbed Crimea and started 
a long-running war in East-
ern Ukraine in 2014, long be-
fore anyone had any idea that 
Donald Trump would run 
for president, let alone win. 
It clearly didn’t take Trump 
to give Putin the idea that he 
could get away with invading 
Ukraine -- he invaded Ukraine 
and got away with it under 
the administration of Barack 
Obama, when, by the way, Joe 
Biden was vice president. 

It is now widely acknowl-
edged that the sanctions back 
then were too timid, a conces-
sion that Obama offi  cials let 
Putin off  too lightly. Surely, 
that must have fi gured into 
the Russian leader’s calcula-
tion whether to invade yet 
again.

Then, there’s the fact that 
Barack Obama steadfastly re-
sisted providing Ukraine le-

thal aid -- after it had already 
been invaded. Bipartisan op-
position to Obama didn’t 
move him. He believed deeply 
in the appeaser’s logic that it 
would be too “provocative” to 
give Ukraine weapons simply 
to defend itself. 

Again, Trump had nothing 
to do with this misbegott en 
decision; indeed, he criticized 
it.

Trump’s off ense in 2019 
was to delay military aid -- 
including Javelin missiles -- 
that Congress had approved 
for Ukraine, in a reversal of 
Obama’s policy. If Trump nev-
er should have engaged in this 
self-interested gamesmanship, 
he released the assistance by 
September 2019.

Another line of argument 
is that Putin didn’t invade 
Ukraine during the Trump 
administration because the 
Russian leader was already 
gett ing everything he want-
ed from Trump, including 
the destabilization of NATO. 
The outward expression of 
Trump’s doubts about the alli-
ance, though, largely took the 
form of loud complaints about 
European countries skimping 
on defense spending, which 
were completely justifi ed.

Indeed, it’s perverse that 
Angela Merkel was made 
into a great heroine of West-

See Lowry, page 15

With the turn of the March calendar, the city’s po-
litical centers turn to the Rite of Spring called the 
“Mayor’s Budget Proposal.” Last week, that event 
took place as prescribed by the City Charter, and be-
gins a six-week review by the City Council. The pro-
cess culminates with the fi nal vote on the proposal 
after the review, scheduled for the fi rst Thursday in 
May – again, per the charter.

The Fiscal Year 2023 budget, as set out by Mayor 
Nancy N. Rossi, is set for $168.3 million, and has the 
usual contractual increases, revenue streams and 
expenditure line-items one expects from such docu-
ments. Part of that annual budget “cycle” is the an-
nual public hearing. City Council Chairman Peter V. 
Massaro has set the hearing for Tuesday, March 29, 
6:30 p.m. in Bailey Middle School’s auditorium. We 
urge taxpayers to take advantage of the opportunity.

In this week’s edition we not only publish excerpts 
from the budget, showing revenues, expenses, and, 
of course, the bottom line both for the city, school 
system and taken together, we show the date and 
time of the public hearing. This is more than a le-
gal requirement. It is an invitation for taxpayers to 
take part in the political process that most affects 
their daily lives: the how city will operate in the fi s-
cal year beginning July 1. Under the charter, this is 
the only time the public – those who pay the taxes 
– are given the stage front and center and allowed 
to opine on how and where the city is spending its 
money. Over the last few years, these hearings have 
devolved to little more than pro forma exercises, with 
few comments, and those usually from special inter-
est groups looking for more funding, or some other 
project. 

Part of the problem has been the city’s longstanding 
fi nancial problems, which have been taken over by 
forces from outside the city. Since bonding to elimi-
nate the city’s defi cit in late 2017, the city has been 
under eye and thumb of the Municipal Accountabil-
ity Review Board. It is understandable city residents 
determined their voices and opinions do not matter 
under the current circumstance.

The city is coming out of the fi nancial stresses that 
plagued it for almost three decades, and while things 
are not rosy, they are looking up, and there seems to 
be a resurgence of opportunities that will put us on 
better fi scal footing. That is why now is the time for 
taxpayers to take a more active interest in the bud-
get, and let offi cials know their opinions, desires, and 
hopes.  West Haven cannot allow itself to be dragged 
back down into a fi scal quagmire. Municipal offi cials 
over the previous administrations took the public’s 
silence as consent. Bad decisions were made. Bond-
ing, borrowing, dependency on too much state aid, 
and pushing things off to “later” all contributed to 
the problems.

With the city looking to come out of the fi scal mo-
rass the public needs to be watchful. At one time 
there was a West Haven Taxpayers Association that 
served as a watchdog on fi scal priorities. One could 
quibble with the organization’s priorities at times, 
but there was no doubt it was a check on city of-
fi cials. 

We need a similar check on city offi cials today, not 
only to question, but to get answers from those who 
serve us as elected offi cials.  The public getting en-
gaged in the budget process is one way to rekindle 
the notion that city offi cials are being watched – and 
checked – if things go awry.



West H aven City Council Legal Notice 
IN A CCORDA NCE WITH  TH E CITY CH A RTER CH A PTER XIX, SECTION 4, 

TH E CITY COUNCIL OF TH E CITY OF WEST H AVEN WILL CONDUCT
A PUBLIC H EA RING  ON TUESDAY, MA RCH  29, 2022 AT 6:3 0 P.M.  IN TH E 

A UDITORIUM OF TH E H A RRY M BA ILEY MIDDLE SCH OOL
106 MORG A N LA NE, WEST H AVEN AT WH ICH  TIME A NY ELECTOR OR 
TA XPAYER MAY H AVE A N OPPORTUNITY TO BE H EA RD REG A RDING
A PPROPRIATIONS FOR FISCA L YEA R JULY 1, 2022 TO JUNE 3 0, 2023 . 

ELECTORS A RE A LSO H EREBY NOTIFIED OF TH E RIG H T/POWER OF TH E 
ELECTORATE IN REG A RDS TO A  REFERENDUM IN A CCORDA NCE WITH  

TH E CITY CH A RTER, CH A PTER XVIII. 

MAYOR ROSSI’S RECOMMEDED BUDG ET FOR FY 2022-2023  IN ITS
ENTIRETY CA N BE FOUND ON TH E CITY OF WEST H AVEN WEBSITE 

WWW.CITYOFWESTH AVEN.COM. 

STA CY RICCIO
 CLERK OF TH E COUNCIL 

MEETING  A G ENDA 

6:3 0 P.M. SPECIA L MEETING  
PLEDG E OF A LLEG IA NCE 

ROLL CA LL 
CLERK TO REA D CA LL OF SPECIA L MEETING  

MAYOR ROSSI & FINA NCE DIRECTOR’S PRESENTATION 
SUPERINTENDENT CAVA LLA RO’S B.O.E PRESENTATION 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
CH A IR’S COMMENTS 

A DJOURNMENT

West Haven City Council 
No  ce/Agenda of Special Mee  ng March 29, 2022
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Summary of General Fund Revenues

2

3

Summary of General Fund Expenditures

West Haven City Council 
No  ce of Special Mee  ng March 29, 2022
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FY22_23 BUDGET - CAPITAL REQUEST

Owner Project Name Description/Reason Funding Source FY23 FY24 FY25 FY26 FY27
Board of Education Bailey Middle School Bathroom upgrades Bonding -$                   450,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   
Board of Education Bailey Middle School Domestic Piping Bonding -$                   -$                   85,000$         -$                   -$                   
Board of Education Bailey Middle School Electrical System upgrade and repairs Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   175,000$       -$                   
Board of Education Bailey Middle School Exterior masonry repair Bonding -$                   450,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   
Board of Education Bailey Middle School Parking lot and hardscape upgrades Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   300,000$       -$                   
Board of Education Bailey Middle School Science lab upgrades Bonding -$                   300,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   
Board of Education Bennett Rink Floor replacement with piping Bonding -$                   800,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   
Board of Education Bennett Rink Chiller Plant Bonding -$                   450,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   
Board of Education Carrigan Intermediate School Bathroom upgrades Bonding -$                   750,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   
Board of Education Carrigan Intermediate School Domestic Piping Bonding 2,100,000$    2,100,000$    -$                   -$                   -$                   
Board of Education Carrigan Intermediate School Electrical System upgrade and repairs Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   275,000$       -$                   
Board of Education Carrigan Intermediate School Science lab upgrades Bonding -$                   350,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   
Board of Education Carrigan Intermediate School Windows & Doors (City Share) Bonding -$                   695,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   
Board of Education District-Wide Accessibilty improvements Bonding -$                   200,000$       200,000$       200,000$       200,000$       
Board of Education District-Wide Asbetos abatement and removal Bonding -$                   200,000$       200,000$       200,000$       200,000$       
Board of Education District-Wide Code compliance- Emergency Lighting- Fire PanaBonding -$                   150,000$       150,000$       150,000$       150,000$       
Board of Education District-Wide Electrical System upgrades Bonding -$                   108,000$       108,000$       108,000$       108,000$       
Board of Education District-Wide Exterior masonry repair Bonding -$                   -$                   100,000$       100,000$       100,000$       
Board of Education District-Wide Floor Cleaning Equipment Replacement Bonding -$                   30,000$         30,000$         30,000$         30,000$         
Board of Education District-Wide Maintenance equipment -Mowers/Tractors Bonding -$                   30,000$         30,000$         -$                   30,000$         
Board of Education District-Wide Paving and curbing  Bonding -$                   250,000$       250,000$       250,000$       250,000$       
Board of Education District-Wide Technology upgrades/Infrastructure Upgrades Bonding -$                   -$                   200,000$       200,000$       200,000$       
Board of Education Mackrille Elementary School Roof Replacement ( City Share) Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   468,000$       -$                   
Board of Education Pagels Elementary School Roof Replacement ( City Share) Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   410,000$       -$                   
Board of Education Seth Haley Elementary School Roof Replacement ( City Share) Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   550,000$       
Board of Education Savin Rock Roof Replacement ( City Share) Bonding -$                   350,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   
Board of Education Vehicle - Light Duty Maintenance Trucks Replacement Bonding -$                   80,000$         80,000$         80,000$         80,000$         
Board of Education Washington School Rebuild Project Bonding 7,061,600$    7,199,900$    -$                   -$                   -$                   
Board of Education West Haven High School Renovation Project Bonding 6,500,000$    -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works Street Paving Ongoing Needs Bonding 925,000$       800,000$       800,000$       800,000$       800,000$       
Public Works Handicap Curb Cuts Ongoing Needs LOCIP 200,000$       200,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works Equipment Gator Replacements Bonding 25,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works Equipment Mower Replacements Bonding 30,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works Equipment Mower Replacements Bonding -$                   30,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works Equipment New Poly Sander Bonding 8,500$           -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works Equipment New Trailers- Parks & PW Bonding 40,000$         30,000$         -$                   45,000$         -$                   
Public Works Equipment Hot Patch Machine Bonding 30,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works Equipment Trailer Bonding 10,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works Sidewalks Sidewalk Replacement LOCIP 200,000$       250,000$       250,000$       250,000$       250,000$       
Public Works Storm Sewers Ongoing Needs LOCIP -$                   250,000$       250,000$       250,000$       250,000$       
Public Works Equip. Storage Building Butler Building Bonding 300,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW - Passenger Vehicles 107WN - 2003 Crown Victoria Bonding 18,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW - Passenger Vehicles 10WN -  2003 Taurus Bonding 18,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW - Passenger Vehicles 11WN - 2004 Ranger Pickup Bonding 45,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW - Passenger Vehicles 28WN - 2004 Crown Victoria Bonding 18,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW - Passenger Vehicles 74WN - 2004 Crown Victoria Bonding 18,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW - Passenger Vehicles 110WN - 2005 Crown Victoria Bonding -$                   -$                   30,000$         -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty 106WN - 1991 Mobil Sweeper M9A Bonding 300,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty 115WN - 2005 International Dump 7400 #9 Bonding -$                   -$                   240,000$       -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty 116WN - 2008 International Dump 7400SD #2 Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   245,000$       -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty 119WN - 2008 International Dump 7400SD #8 Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   245,000$       
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty 146WN - 2011 Elgin Sweeper (Pelican) NP-2000 Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   350,000$       -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty 152WN - 2011 Doosan Loader (Dl250) Bonding -$                   -$                   425,000$       -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty 155WN - 2012 International Dump 7400SD Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   250,000$       -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty 156WN - 2006 Pickup W/Plow Bonding -$                   -$                   75,000$         -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty 163WN - 2000 Sterling Truck (LT7501) Bonding -$                   400,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty 201WN - 2005 International Dump Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   225,000$       -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty 226WN - 2006 Case 580 Sm Backhoe Bonding -$                   -$                   165,000$       -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty 84WN - 2004 Dump (F350) Bonding 130,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty 88WN - 2006 Dump (F350) Bonding 70,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty Bodies-2-7-8-9 Bonding 300,000$       175,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty HWY18 - 2002 Freightliner Refuse Bonding 170,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty HWY19 - 2002 Freightliner Refuse Fl70 Bonding -$                   162,500$       -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty HWY20 - 2002 Freightliner Refuse Fl70 Bonding -$                   -$                   162,500$       -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Heavy Duty New Bobcat SkidSteer Bonding 125,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Light Duty 108WN - 1996 Chevrolet Utility Bonding -$                   75,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Light Duty 165WN - 2012 F250 Pickup Bonding -$                   -$                   85,000$         -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Light Duty 170WN - 2012 F250 Pickup Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   85,000$         -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Light Duty 173WN - 2012 F350 Dump Bonding -$                   -$                   87,000$         -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Light Duty 176WN - 2012 F350 Dump Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   90,000$         -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Light Duty 211WN - 2008 F250 Pickup Bonding -$                   80,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Light Duty 65WN - 2004 F250 Pickup Bonding -$                   70,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Light Duty 76WN - 2002 F250 Pickup Bonding 75,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Light Duty 81WN - 2005 F250 Pickup Bonding -$                   75,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Light Duty 220WN - 2003 F-350 DRW 5.4L Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   90,000$         -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Light Duty 225WN - 2006 Pickup W/Plow&Sander Bonding 80,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works DPW Vehicle - Light Duty 164WN - 1999 F450 Flatbed 4X4 Bonding 85,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works Equipment YF Dual A/C Machine Capital Non-Recurring 17,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works Equipment New Plows - Two (2) Capital Non-Recurring 10,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Parks & Recreation Beach Sand Management Erosion of beach area Bonding 100,000$       100,000$       100,000$       100,000$       100,000$       
Parks & Recreation Playground Equipment Replace worn & broken playground equipment Bonding 50,000$         50,000$         50,000$         50,000$         50,000$         
Police Traffic Control Signal Box Traffic controls - (approx 6 intersections each yea Bonding -$                   250,000$       250,000$       250,000$       250,000$       
Police Technology Computer Equipment Upgrade Bonding 68,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Police Technology Card Reader Software Upgrade Bonding 50,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Police Technology License Plate Readers Bonding 45,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Police Vehicle Replacement F250 Pickup Replacement  (1999 F250 - 224WN)Bonding 55,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Police Vehicle Replacement Admin Vehicle (51WN) Bonding 60,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2003 Explorer      (14-WN) Bonding 57,500$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2007 Crown Vic  (55-WN) Bonding 55,500$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2011 Crown Vic (32-WN) Bonding 55,500$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2003 Explorer     (18-WN) Bonding 55,500$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2004 Envoy         (AC-54098) Bonding 55,500$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2011 Crown Vic (25-WN) Bonding 55,500$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2007 Crown Vic (28-WN) Bonding -$                   55,500$         -$                   -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2011 Crown Vic (29-WN) Bonding -$                   55,500$         -$                   -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2011 Crown Vic (33-WN) Bonding -$                   55,500$         -$                   -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2011 Crown Vic (34-WN) Bonding -$                   55,500$         -$                   -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2011 Crown Vic (35-WN) Bonding -$                   55,500$         -$                   -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 1999 Crown Vic (71-WN) Bonding -$                   55,500$         -$                   -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2010 Crown Vic (94-WN) Bonding -$                   -$                   50,000$         -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2010 Crown Vic (884-ZAO) Bonding -$                   -$                   50,000$         -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2010 Crown Vic (965-ZAO) Bonding -$                   -$                   50,000$         -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2010 Crown Vic (AL-53014) Bonding -$                   -$                   50,000$         -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2010 Crown Vic (AL-53015) Bonding -$                   -$                   50,000$         -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2010 Crown Vic (93-WN) Bonding -$                   -$                   50,000$         -$                   -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2005 Mustang    (64-WN) Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   50,000$         -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2006 E350         (26-WN) Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   50,000$         -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2003 Expedition (30-WN) Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   50,000$         -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2014 Explorer    (AT11704) Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   50,000$         -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2015 Explorer    (BE16619) Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   50,000$         -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2016 Explorer    (36-WN) Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   50,000$         -$                   
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2016 Explorer    (37-WN) Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   55,500$         
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2016 Explorer    (38-WN) Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   55,500$         
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2016 Explorer    (39-WN) Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   55,500$         
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2016 Explorer    (56-WN) Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   55,500$         
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2016 Explorer    (57-WN) Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   55,500$         
Police Patrol Car Replacements 2016 Explorer    (58-WN) Bonding -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   55,500$         
Police Body Cameras (State Req) 122 Body Cameras Bonding 864,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
AFD Fire Station New state of the art building, consolidation of 2 agBonding 1,000,000$    1,000,000$    4,000,000$    -$                   -$                   
Water Pollution Control Consent Decree Order - EPA Mandated Clean Water Fund 9,035,000$    22,600,000$  7,950,000$    4,330,000$    6,800,000$    
Water Pollution Control Pump Stations Ongoing Pump Station Upgrades Clean Water Fund 500,000$       500,000$       500,000$       500,000$       500,000$       
Water Pollution Control Odor Control Sewer Plant Bonding 1,200,000$    -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Water Pollution Control Outfall Reconstruction End of Useful Life and Danger of Breaks Bonding 2,000,000$    -$                   10,000$         10,000$         -$                   
Building Digitization Project Scanning archived files (10 Years at a time) Bonding -$                   180,000$       180,000$       180,000$       -$                   
Information Technology Laptop + Docking Stations Many of our computers are running on an outdate Bonding 60,000$         20,000$         20,000$         20,000$         20,000$         
Information Technology Core Network switches The city Network Switches are at end of life. BrocaCapital Non-Recurring 75,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Information Technology Firewalls The city firewalls are at end of life/support. In ordeCapital Non-Recurring 45,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Information Technology Wireless AccessPoints Our wireless coverage is very unstable due to lim Capital Non-Recurring 10,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Information Technology IP PHONE The city VoIP server firmware and 2008/server ar Capital Non-Recurring 60,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Information Technology Security Cameras The city continues to have BNC ongoing connecti Bonding 25,000$         25,000$         25,000$         25,000$         25,000$         
Information Technology APC Smart UPS Many of the city APC/UPS is located inside our daCapital Non-Recurring 6,845$           -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Information Technology Confrence Rooms Technology UpgThe city does not have a robust conferencing soluBonding 200,000$       -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Information Technology Security MagLock System The city main entrance doors, elevators, EOC, IT,Capital Non-Recurring 75,000$         -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
TOTAL REQUESTED CAPITAL 34,827,945$  42,598,400$  17,387,500$  11,391,000$  11,521,000$  

LOCIP 400,000$       700,000$       500,000$       500,000$       500,000$       
Capital Non-Recurring 298,845$       -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Grant -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Bonding 24,594,100$  18,798,400$  8,437,500$    6,061,000$    3,721,000$    
Clean Water Fund 9,535,000$    23,100,000$  8,450,000$    4,830,000$    7,300,000$    
Total Requested Capital 34,827,945$  42,598,400$  17,387,500$  11,391,000$  11,521,000$  

Check s/b Zero -                    -                    -                    -                    -                    

AFD 1,000,000$    1,000,000$    4,000,000$    -$                   -$                   
Board of Education 15,661,600$  14,942,900$  1,433,000$    2,946,000$    1,898,000$    
Building -$                   180,000$       180,000$       180,000$       -$                   
Information Technology 556,845$       45,000$         45,000$         45,000$         45,000$         
Parks & Recreation 150,000$       150,000$       150,000$       150,000$       150,000$       
Police 1,477,000$    583,000$       550,000$       550,000$       583,000$       
Public Works 3,247,500$    2,597,500$    2,569,500$    2,680,000$    1,545,000$    
Water Pollution Control 12,735,000$  23,100,000$  8,460,000$    4,840,000$    7,300,000$    

34,827,945$  42,598,400$  17,387,500$  11,391,000$  11,521,000$  
-$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
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The West Haven Senior Center is running a trip to The Break-
ers Mansion, Newport Rhode Island – on Tuesday, May 10. It 
is a self-guided tour of this magnifi cent 70-room mansion that 
was occupied by the Vanderbilt family as their summer cott age.  
After the tour lunch is at Brick Alley Pub & Restaurant with in-
dependent time to shop in downtown Newport. 

Bus leaves at 9 a.m. from the Savin Rock Conference Center 
and leaves Newport at 4 p.m.  

The costost of $119 Includes transportation, admission to 
mansion and lunch.  

Travelers are not required to wear masks.  
To reserve your seat please call the Center, (203) 937-3507

Seniors plan trip to The Breakers
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Marching units sought
for Memorial Day Parade

The city and the West Haven Veterans Council are seeking 
veterans, civic groups, fraternal organizations, service clubs and 
marching bands to participate in the annual Memorial Day pa-
rade, which steps off  at 10:30 a.m. May 30. 

Participants must register and list required special accommo-
dations for the procession, which has no rain date. 

The city will provide transportation for veterans who are un-
able to walk the 1.5-mile parade route, which follows Campbell 
Avenue from Captain Thomas Boulevard to Center Street. To 
make arrangements, call the mayor’s offi  ce at 203-937-3510. 

The parade grand marshal is Emery Linton Sr., an Army vet-
eran of the Vietnam War. 

Download a participation form at htt ps://www.cityofwes-
thaven.com/DocumentCenter/View/4236/Memorial-Day-Pa-
rade-Reservation-Form-2022-PDF. 

Forms are also available for pickup in the mayor’s offi  ce at 
City Hall, 355 Main St., where they are due May 6. 

Completed forms must be faxed to (203)937-3705 or mailed to 
the West Haven Memorial Day Parade, Offi  ce of the Mayor, 355 
Main St., West Haven 06516. 

Rotary of West Haven
slates ‘Day of Service’

West Haven Rotarians will join their fellow members around 
the nation for the annual Day of Service, scheduled for April 9. 
This year, the city’s largest volunteer agency to help the needy, 
the West Haven Emergency Assistant Taskforce (WHEAT), 
along with the Purple Pantry and local food pantries, are the 
benefi ciaries, according to local organizers.

“Rotarians are known for their tireless eff orts to help those in 
need, but the Day of Service will be the single largest volun-
teer eff ort we’ve ever held in our region,” said Joanne Alfi eri, 
Governor of District 7890, which oversees 57 clubs in northern 
Connecticut and western Massachusett s.

  Rotary Club of West Haven Day of Service will be located 
on the Green, Saturday, April 9, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The Eas-
ter Bunny will be there for photos with youngsters.

The group is asking for: Non-Perishable Food Items (only), 
which may include:  canned goods, tuna fish, cereal, pasta, 
peanut butter, soup, pasta, soups, etc. Perishable foods will not 
be accepted at this time.   

The Purple Pantry may also be provided donations from this 
drive.

The Village Improvement Association of the West Haven 
Public Library is accepting applications for the following schol-
arships: Concett a Sacco, Pauline Smith, Una Burns, Pamela 
Gardner, Gert Beckwith and Concett a Sacco in honor of Francis 
Blanchett e.

Every honoree has dedicated their great talents to the City of 
West Haven. 

The Village Improvement Association will award six $750 
scholarships. Applicants must be June 2022 high school gradu-
ates who plan to pursue a college course of study and be West 
Haven residents for two years. 

Applications are available at the West Haven Public Library, 
the Ora Mason Library, the guidance offi  ces of the West Haven 
High School, Fairfi eld Preparatory School, Hamden Hall Coun-
try Day School, Hopkins School, Lauralton Hall, Notre Dame 
High School, Sacred Heart Academy and Platt  Technical. The 
West Haven Public Library website has a link to download the 
application at westhavenlibrary.org. 

Applications and essays are due by May 7.

VIA taking applications
for annual scholarships



Convenient
Parking

Plan your visit at TheShopsatYale.com

downtown
new haven

Pedals Smoothie & Juice Bar offers healthy, plant-based smoothies, cold-pressed juices, signature acai bowls, and more, 
such as their house-made peanut butter, almond butter, and hazelnut-chocolate spread. Pedals prides themselves 

on serving food that’s vegan, gluten-free, and made with only organic, locally sourced ingredients, as well as having 
sustainable, eco-friendly business practices. Pedals Smoothie & Juice Bar is located at 284 York Street, New Haven.

PEDALS SMOOTHIE & JUICE BAR
IS NOW OPEN!

@TheShopsatYale
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CORRECTION
A story in the March 3 edi-

tion of West Haven Voice con-
cerning Mark Matt iessen and 
his exhibit at the West Haven 
Veterans Museum incorrectly 
stated in a photo caption he 
was a Vietnam Veteran. Mr. 
Matt iessen is not a Vietnam 
Veteran, but works with Viet-
nam-era veterans. The Voice 
regrets the error.

Sweeney finally gets his big day!
 By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Keith Sweeney said it was 

worth the wait. 
After a two-year pause 

because of the coronavirus, 
Sweeney, who was named 
West Haven’s Irishman of the 
Year in 2020, fi nally received 
his honor on St. Patrick’s Day 
2022. 

With Mayor Nancy R. Rossi 
looking on, Sweeney, a deco-
rated former police offi  cer, 
unveiled a Kelly green street 
sign designating the Camp-
bell Avenue side of City Hall 
as “Keith M. Sweeney Square” 
for the next year at West Ha-
ven’s 29th annual St. Patrick’s 
Day Celebration on March 17. 

Sweeney, whose grandpar-
ents hailed from the counties 
of Roscommon and Off aly, 
Ireland, was presented with 
gifts of appreciation, includ-
ing an embroidered “Irishman 
of the Year” jacket, and words 
of praise from Rossi for “shar-
ing and preserving the culture 
of Ireland and the teachings 
of St. Patrick, personifying 
the qualities of an Irish Westie 
and the values of an American 
Catholic.” 

In addition to Rossi reading 
a proclamation citing Swee-
ney’s dedication to the Irish 
American community, the 
ceremony featured the hang-
ing of the street sign outside 
City Hall’s Campbell Avenue 
entrance naming the public 
square for the honoree until 
next year’s celebration, when 
he will pass his title to a fellow 
person of Irish ancestry. 

At the start of the 35-minute 
program, Joan D. Connor, the 
2019 recipient, received her 
rectangular sign to take home. 
Connor is now the longest-
serving honoree in event his-
tory because of the twice-post-
poned celebration. 

The West Haven St. Pat-
rick’s Day Committ ee each 
year recognizes an Irish resi-
dent or couple who exempli-
fi es service in the city’s rich 
Irish American community. 

“I want to fi rst thank the St. 
Patrick’s Day Committ ee for 
bestowing this honor on me,” 
said Sweeney, an integral part 
of West Haven’s St. Patrick’s 
Day celebrations as a commit-
tee member and participant. 
“I am humbled and honored 
to receive this distinguished 

award following all the great 
previous recipients, who have 
worked so hard trying to keep 
up the Irish heritage and tradi-
tion of our forefathers.” 

As the sound of Celtic mu-
sic played by bagpipers and 
drummers fi lled the air during 
the cultural event in honor of 
Ireland’s patron saint, Swee-
ney, 68, toasted his lineage 
with dozens of his closest 
friends and loved ones, along 
with a sea of shamrock-clad 
dignitaries, including police 
and fi re offi  cials, and descen-
dants of folks from Erin. 

“Whether it was working on 
the (Greater New Haven St. 
Patrick’s Day) Parade Com-
mitt ee or as a member of one 
of the diff erent Irish societies 
in the area, we have to recog-
nize all the hard work they 
do in an eff ort to keep the 
Irish traditions alive,” Swee-
ney told the crowd, many of 
whom donned Aran sweaters 
and other Irish garb on a misty 
St. Paddy’s Day. 

In the 1890s, Sweeney’s 
grandparents left the Emerald 
Isle in search of the American 
promise, sett ling in West Ha-
ven. 

The youngest of fi ve broth-
ers, Sweeney grew up in a sin-
gle-family home on Lake Ave-
nue overlooking Lake Phipps. 
He att ended city schools and 
graduated from West Haven 
High in 1972. 

At the midday ceremony, 
Rossi also presented an Irish 
fl ag to Sweeney, who was ac-
companied in the front row 
by daughter Erin Sweeney, of 

West Haven. Just a few rows 
behind, Bruce E. Sweeney, a 
long-standing member of the 
First Fire Taxation District’s 
Board of Fire Commissioners, 
looked on with pride as his 
brother was feted. 

Keith Sweeney, a lifelong 
Westie, was also joined by for-
mer wife Kathleen Johnson, of 
West Haven. 

Daughter Shannon Sweeney 
and granddaughters Ett a Ayl-
win Seely, 3, and Nellie Kate 
Seely, 1, all of Concord, Mas-
sachusett s, were unable to at-
tend. 

Among those att ending the 
event were 2022 Greater New 
Haven St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade Grand Marshal Seamus 
Bohan, of Orange, and 2022 
Parade Queen Morgan Daley, 
of Hamden, and her honor at-
tendant, Megan Burke, also of 
Hamden. 

The opening procession 
was led by the West Haven 
Police Honor Guard and the 
New Haven County Firefi ght-
ers Emerald Society Pipes & 
Drums. 

After 2013 Parade Queen 
Fiona Stewart, of West Hart-
ford, sang beautiful rendi-
tions of “The Star-Spangled 
Banner” and the Irish national 
anthem, “Soldier’s Song,” the 
Rev. Mark R. Jett e, the 2010 
Irishman of the Year, off ered 
an Irish blessing and shared 
a few funny stories about his 
adventures with Sweeney in 
Ireland. 

Once at a pub in Ireland, 
Jett e said Sweeney asked the 
barman, “What’s the weather 

forecast for tomorrow?” 
“I’ll give you an Irish fore-

cast,” the barman said. “Go 
and look out the window. Can 
you see the mountains?” 

“Yes,” Sweeney said. 
“It’s gonna rain,” the bar-

man said. 
“How do you know that?” 

Sweeney asked. 
“If you can see the moun-

tains, it’s gonna rain,” the 
barman said. “If you can’t see 
them, it’s raining.” 

The invocation was followed 
by remarks by 2014 Irish-
woman of the Year and state 
Rep. Dorinda Keenan Borer, 
D-West Haven, who served as 
the master of ceremonies and 
greeted the gathering before 

presenting Sweeney with a 
General Assembly citation on 
behalf of the city’s delegation. 

Rossi then delivered re-
marks lauding Sweeney. 

“Keith Sweeney’s accom-
plishments are a testament 
to the determination, joy and 
hope of the Irish, and on this 
special occasion, we remem-
ber with pride the inspiring 
contributions of Irish Ameri-
cans like Keith Sweeney to our 
way of life,” Rossi said. 

The program culminated in 
an emotionally charged per-
formance of “Amazing Grace” 
by the emerald society’s array 
of bagpipers and drummers, 
who dedicated the rendition 
to Sweeney. 

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Keith Sweeney receives an embroidered “Irishman of the 
Year” jacket from Mayor Nancy R. Rossi. 
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A Food Drive will be held on Saturday, April 2, from 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. at St Louis Church of St John XXIII parish, 89 Bull Hill 
Lane, to benefit WHEAT. Most needed food items are peanut 
butter, mac and cheese, tomato sauce, pasta, soup, hot and cold 
cereal, canned vegetables.

This is a Drive-Thru event sponsored by Our Lady of Victory 
and St John XXIII parishes. Monetary donations (cash or checks 
payable to WHEAT) are greatly appreciated and can be brought 
to the Food Drive or mailed to WHEAT, 674 Washington Ave., 
West Haven 06516. 

Parishes plan food drive

Submitted Photos

Charlie Brown and Gang
fi rst musical at new venue

The cast of “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown” has been 
rehearsing for weeks and is ready to troop the boards this 
weekend. The musical opens tonight and runs to Saturday, 
with shows at 7 p.m. and a matinee on Saturday at 2  General 
admission tickets can be purchased at htt ps://www.show-
tix4u.com/event-details/61695 or at the door. General admis-
sion tickets can be purchased at htt ps://www.showtix4u.com/
event-details/61695 or at the door. 
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ern statesmanship at the same time she maintained a pathetic 
level of defense spending and deepened Germany’s energy de-
pendence on Russia in a way that was more dangerous than 
anything Trump said or tweeted.

And it wasn’t Trump who told Biden to execute a humiliating 
withdrawal from Afghanistan, to give Putin the gift of a summit 
after he menaced Ukraine the fi rst time, to remove sanctions on 
the Nord Stream 2 pipeline, to speak forthrightly about Western 
divisions at a pre-invasion press conference, or to forgo preemp-
tive sanctions. 

All of that is on Biden, and all of it -- especially the Afghan 
fi asco -- had to make an impression on Putin. Now, it may well 
have been that Putin was undeterrable, but that makes it all the 
more outlandish and dumb to blame a former U.S. president for 
his depredations.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2020 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Lowry: Don’t blame Trump

Ralph Biondi
Ralph Biondi, age 76, of West 

Haven, CT passed peacefully 
surrounded by loved ones on 
March 6, 2022. Ralph was born 
on March 25, 1945 in New Ha-
ven, CT and is predeceased by 
his parents, Marie Louise (An-
dreola) and Pasquale Biondi. 
He is survived by his beloved 
wife of 39 years, Nancy Ortiz 
Biondi; his six children, Janine 
Biondi, Peter Biondi, Taisha 
Ortiz, Lisa Goll (Jonathan), 
Marie Biondi, Gina Godlewski 
(Joseph); his three cherished 
grandchildren Zackary Prates, 
Azreal, Greyson; and his lov-
ing sisters Claudia Marston 
and Noreen Biondi, along with 
a host of nieces and nephews.

Ralph had a successful ca-
reer and spent over 40 years 
at G&O Manufacturing before 

happily retiring. After receiv-
ing his Engineering degree, 
he began at the company as 
an Apprentice Engineer. Over 
time, he held many roles there, 
including an International Li-
aison resulting in his million-
mile status on multiple air-
lines, and ended his career as 
Plant Manager for the New 
Haven, CT location. 

Ralph was a devoted family 
man with a passion for civil 
service, community outreach, 
and the Freemason brother-
hood. While he spent many 
years traveling the world, 
being with his family was al-
ways the most important part 
of his life. From Ralph’s self-
less character to insightful 
wisdom, he was a true leader, 
role model, and father fi gure 
to many. His love for the wa-
ter and seafood kept him close 
to his childhood town of West 
Haven, CT where he resided 
his entire life.

Over the years, Ralph lived 
life to the fullest and was a 
man of many talents. From 
working at his family’s butch-
er shop, delivering fl owers 
for Fitz gerald fl orist, to even 
serving as a volunteer para-
medic. He was also recog-
nized as a distinguished ball-
room dancer, loved riding his 
many motorcycles, and was 
an avid fi sherman who had 
the opportunity to fi sh across 
the world. He was active with 
the CT Shriners and Masonic 
Annawon Lodge 115 Chap-
ter where he held the coveted 
title of Master Mason in 2000 

amongst his Mason brethren. 
He loved spending time with 
his lodge brothers and helped 
promote awareness of free-
masonry in his town and any-
where he traveled. For many 
years, he was elected to serve 
on the West Haven Board of 
Assessment Appeals and was 
very involved in the West Ha-
ven Community and athletics 
through his daughters. Many 
will remember him for his 
infamous game dinners, his 
vastly impressive comic book, 
baseball card, and coin collec-
tion, and his Easter and Moth-
er’s Day fl ower stands.

As his family, we will fondly 
remember him for his unique 
and cool style that showed you 
he marched to the beat of his 
own drum, his loving and al-

ways open heart, and his abil-
ity to soothe the soul through 
his cooking. Always happy, al-
ways smiling, and always self-
lessly caring for others.

May the glory of God guide 
Ralph to the gates of heaven 
and welcome him with open 
arms. 

While his physical presence 
may no longer be with us, he is 
with us in spirit watching over 
his friends and family forever 
and always. 

“That man is a success – 
who has lived well, laughed 
often, and loved much, who 
has gained the respect of in-
telligent men and the love of 
children, who has fi lled his 
niche and accomplished his 
task. Who leaves the world 
bett er than he found it, who 

has never lacked appreciation 
of earth’s beauty or failed to 
express it, who looked for the 
best in others and gave the 
best he had.” – Unknown

West Haven Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrange-
ments. His funeral was Friday. 
Marcj 8. A Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebraated in in St. 
Lawrence Church.  Interment 
was private.  

If you can, the family re-
quests those who wish to ex-
press sympathy to consider 
giving the gift of donating 
blood or platelets in memory 
of Ralph through the Ameri-
can Red Cross. Other charita-
ble contributions to the Ameri-
can Red Cross in his memory 
and fl owers are also equally 
welcomed.
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Library tapped ARPA grant by national association
West Haven Library has been selected as one of 200 

libraries nationwide for the American Library Asso-
ciation’s American Rescue Plan: Humanities Grants 
for Libraries opportunity, an emergency relief pro-
gram to assist libraries that have been adversely af-
fected by the pandemic.

With funding from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities (NEH) through the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021, West Haven Library will use funds 
to anchor itself in the community as a strong human-
ities institution. The competitive award comes with 
a $10,000 grant that will help the library deliver ex-
cellent programs and services related to culture, his-
tory, literature, and other humanities subjects.

More than 370 libraries applied for the grant, ac-
cording to ALA. View the full list of selected librar-
ies.

The participating libraries, selected through a com-
petitive, peer-reviewed application process, include 
public libraries, academic/college libraries, K-12 li-
braries, and tribal, special and prison libraries. The 
recipients represent 45 states and Puerto Rico and 
serve communities ranging in size from 642 residents 
in Weir, Kansas, to the city of Los Angeles. Libraries 
were chosen with an emphasis on reaching histori-
cally underserved and/or rural communities.

“We are so happy to have been chosen for this 
amazing opportunity from ALA and NEH,” said Li-

brary Director Colleen Bailie. “This grant will enable 
us to enhance our reach to at risk youth in our com-
munity and expand outreach services as we come 
out of the pandemic.”

 West Haven Library will use the grant funds to 
enhance our summer literacy program. For the past 
six years, we have off ered tutoring and summer 
reading kits for kids to encourage reading for at risk 
children. This grant will enable us to expand the pro-
gram. This grant also will make it possible to expand 
Bookmobile services in the Allingtown area until we 
have a new branch in place. The Piantino Branch was 
closed in September of 2020 when the building the 
library was housed in for 42 years was sold.
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prepared remarks.

“The City of West Haven, 
although facing some of the 
toughest times in our history 
over the last several years, 
including a health pandemic 
and unfortunate criminal be-
havioral, continues to make 
needed structural changes 
and improvements to meet 
our long-term strategic goals,” 
she said. “The fi scal year 2023 
recommended budget is bal-
anced, makes critical invest-
ments in our community and 
educational system and is fi s-
cally responsible. The recom-
mended budget does not in-

crease the City or Allingtown 
Fire District tax mill rates.”

Since she took offi  ce in De-
cember 2017, Rossi has been 
under the fi scal microscope 
of the Municipal Account-
ability Review Board (MARB). 
This was prompted by for-
mer Mayor Edward O’Brien’s 
decision to bond to pay off  a 
decade-old defi cit that had 
been carried over. Changes in 
state law put West Haven and 
Hartford under review, with 
the MARB having veto power 
over budget decisions, while 
providing state funding until 
the books could be balanced. 

Rossi was able to craft a 

spending plan without state 
help last year, and nixed state 
funds this year as well.

“The budget does not in-
clude any state restructuring 
grant funding from MARB, 
for a second straight year. I am 
proud to report that the City of 
West Haven has managed four 
consecutive balanced budgets, 
all producing surpluses. We 
expect a fi fth operating sur-
plus for fi scal year 2022, when 
the audit is completed. Our 
fund balance or “rainy-day 
fund” continues to grow, giv-
ing the city fi nancial fl exibility 
and stability as we look to a 
post-COVID world,” she said.

Two positive pieces of news 
in the address included a state 
increase in Payment-in-Lieu-
of-taxes (PILOT) grants, given 
to cities will non-taxable prop-
erties such as universities and 
other institutions. Also, the 
city’s debt service is decreas-
ing by more than $3 million, 
allowing that money to be dis-
tributed elsewhere.

The mayor turned to proj-
ects that will increase the city’s 
Grand List over the next few 
years.

“We look forward to com-
pleting and moving forward 
many current economic devel-
opment and community proj-

ects, which will increase the 
commercial grand list further 
stabilizing our tax mill rate. 
The fl ood gates and new light-
ed bridge at the mouth of the 
Cove River will be completed 
this summer, the permits to 
complete the raising of Beach 
Street are awaiting approval at 
the Connecticut Department 
of Energy and Environmental 
Protection, the New England 
Brewing Company will break 
ground at the former site of 
the Savin Rock Conference 
Center, and Hartford Health 
Care will be moving into the 
Allingtown Center. We will 
continue to negotiate an in-
terlocal agreement and time-
line with the Simon Group on 
the much anticipated ‘Haven’ 
project,” she said.

Meanwhile, the West Haven 
High School project is near-
ing completion “on time and 
under budget,” and plans for 
a new Washington School are 
underway.

The American Rescue Plan 
ACT funds (ARPA) are ear-
marked to complete some 
longstanding projects in the 
city, including the Arts Center 
at the former Masonic Tem-
ple on Center Street, fi rst an-
nounced in 2009. Also, the Al-
lingtown Library branch is set 
for funding some three years 
after being closed, a victim of 
redevelopment in the Alling-
town Center.

“The American Rescue Plan 
Act funding of $29 million is 
before the City Council for re-
view and approval. The plan, 
when approved by the coun-
cil, will address many much 
needed projects and programs 
such as completing the city’s 
Arts Center, which will be a 
catalyst  for the revitalization 
of the center business dis-
trict; prioritize and address 
chronic neighborhood fl ood-
ing throughout the city; en-
large and renovate our senior 
center allowing for additional 
programing; invest in a new 
Allingtown Library, and ad-
dress many other important 
social and economic issues 
that will benefi t West Haven 
residents. I have appointed an 
ARPA Committ ee to execute 
the council’s approved plan. 
The committ ee is charged 
with completing the projects 
on time and within budget. 
All projects, meetings, budget, 
and invoices will be posted 
online to assure accountability 
and transparency,” she said.

With the hearing on Tues-
day, the six-week review 
comes to the council, which 
meets, traditionally, as a com-
mitt ee-of-the-whole, under 
the chairmanship of Finance 
Chairman Bridgett e Hoskie 
(D-1). 

Once the review is over, the 
council must pass the budget 
ordinance by the fi rst Thurs-
day of May. 

Budget: Hearing begins six-week process
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Historian’s corner                                  Historian’s corner                                  By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

Dan Shine is a columnist for 
the West Haven Voice, and 
local history buff

Maritime Series, Part V
Sandy Point

Part I
In the creation of this story, 

we wish to acknowledge the 
eff orts of Cathie Iaccarino, 
Bill Breen, Dr. Scott  Graves, 
Dr. Jim Tait, Lee Letourneau, 
Mark Paine, and Kathy Gran-
fi eld.

~~~
It was on a Saturday in 1957 

that father took The Boy for 
a walk out onto Sandy Point.  
It seemed to the fi ve-year-
old that they walked forever, 
out on the spit of sand that 
extended a half mile out into 
New Haven’s inner harbor.  
No great lessons were taught 
that day, but the memory of 
that event was a strong one, 

perhaps because The Boy nev-
er repeated that trip.

Decades passed; and then 
one day as The Boy was sitt ing 
in a traffi  c jam on Long Wharf, 
he spott ed the sand bar and 
began to wonder how it came 
about and what was signifi -
cant about it.  

Father was no longer around 
to answer his questions, so he 
turned to others.

Two coastal geologists from 
SCSU and a couple of local 
naturalists have been very 
helpful in providing back-
ground information.  

It is suggested by some that 
Sandy Point has been in exis-
tence for thousands of years.  
Early maps of the area show 
its outline in 1700 and beyond.  
In addition, aerial images 

have helped us to observe the 
changing shape of Sandy Point 
over the last 80 years.  

It is also suggested that be-
neath the sand bar, there may 
be a layer of glacial till—as-
sorted materials left over from 
the last ice age—possibly 
forming a sort of foundation.

What other forces have 
brought the sand bar to this 
spot, and created its odd 
shape?  

Not Old Field Creek, which 
enters the harbor at a spot ad-
jacent to the sand bar.  It is a 
very small tidal estuary, and 
more than likely, this backwa-
ter marsh is a site of fi ne sedi-
ment which has been washed 
in by the tides.  

Probably not the West River, 
which fl ows slowly into the 

harbor, and deposits very fi ne 
sand or silt at its mouth.

It appears from all evidence 
that Sandy Point was built by 
along-the-shore sand move-
ment caused by wave action 
from the South-Southwest.  
All of West Haven’s beaches 
are artifi cially nourished by 
truckloads of sand every few 
years, and some of that sand 
eventually fi nds its way to 
Sandy Point.

It should be noted and un-
derstood that the waters near-
est to Sandy Point are only 1-3 
feet deep at low tide, and that 
the sand bar, plus the stone jet-
ty at its tip pose a navigational 
hazard to careless boaters:  the 
jett y itself is submerged at 
high tide.

To be continued-

This aerial view of Sandy Point shows the development of 
the area over the years. It is a protected area each spring for 
several species of birds, including the piping plover.

Tax relief offered elderly, disabled
The assessor’s offi  ce is accepting applications by appointment 

for tax relief programs for elderly and disabled homeowners.  
West Haven residents can apply for the programs, based on 
their 2021 incomes, weekdays from Feb. 15-May 13 in the as-
sessor’s offi  ce on the fi rst fl oor of City Hall, 355 Main St. For an 
appointment, call 203-937-3515. 

Income limits, including Social Security, are $46,400 for a 
married couple and $38,100 for a single person. 

To qualify for the West Haven senior tax freeze program, the 
applicant must be age 70 by Dec. 31, 2021, and have lived in the 
city for at least 20 consecutive years. The program will freeze 
the city portion of the resident’s taxes only for the upcoming 
year. 

Income limits, excluding Social Security, are $50,000 for a 
married couple and $35,000 for a single person. Those eligible 
for the program must reapply each year.  The assessor’s offi  ce is 
also accepting applications until Oct. 1 for additional veterans 
exemptions. The maximum income is $46,400 for a married ap-
plicant and $38,100 for a single. applicant. 

Voice Classifieds
Call (203) 934-6397,
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utes to go when Bruneau’s shot was 
denied and Mike Alfano could not con-
vert into an empty net.

The Green Knights controlled play in 
the middle period with a 13-3 shot ad-
vantage and a 2-1 advantage in goals. 
Logan Hurd increased the lead to 3-0 
with 9:21 remaining and a hat trick by 
Curtis with 7:55 to go had Notre Dame 
on top 4-0.

West Haven fi nally got on the board 
with a power play goal by Bernardi 
with 55.8 seconds left in the period off  
an assist from Carfora. 

The Guilford Grizzlies topped West 
Haven / Sacred Heart Academy, 4-3, in 
the Southern Connecticut Conference 
championship game at the Edward L. 
Bennett  Rink.

West Haven / Sacred Heart Academy 
was looking to win its second straight 
title over the Grizzlies.

The Grizzlies dominated overtime 
with an 11-5 shot advantage, but goal-
tender Grace Nowak kept the hopes of 
the Westie Sharks alive with 10 saves. 
Her best was just 30 seconds in when 
she denied Daniella Vickerman in 
front with a pad save.

The Westie Sharks only had fi ve 
shots in the extra session, but they 
were of high quality. Julianna Picard 
was denied in front by Guilford goalie 
Julia McDonald two minutes in, and 
Anne Plunkett  hit the post with 8:25 to 

go, before Guilford won the title with a 
power play goal by Cuozzo.

“We left it all on the ice,” WH/SHA 
coach Blake said after her team closed 
the season at 9-13. “This was our best 
game of the year. What a bett er time 
for it. The girls went out and played for 
the seniors. They left it all out there.”

The third period was a thrill from 
the start as Guilford took the lead early 
after trailing entering the period, be-
fore the Westie Sharks used a brilliant 
goal by Meghan Dupre with 1:43 left to 
send the game to overtime. 

Trailing by a goal, the Grizzlies 
evened the contest at two when Mad-
die Epke was left alone in the slot and 
beat Nowak between the pads 3:59 into 
the third. 

Just 27 seconds later, Guilford took 
the lead when Vickerman’s quick shot 
in front found the back of the net off  as-
sists from Olivia Gill and Cuozzo.

The game looked as if it would end 
with Guilford taking home the title, 
but the ice started to tilt in favor of the 
Westie Sharks in the fi nal fi ve minutes 
of regulation. Dupre was denied in 
front with 4:30 remaining, before Guil-
ford took two penalties in 42 seconds 
in the fi nal 3:42. 

With two seconds remaining in the 
two-man advantage, Dupre went the 
length of the ice before ripping a shot 
to the top right corner with 1:43 re-
maining in the third to force overtime.

“I did not take her off  the ice,” Blake 
said of Dupre. “With her off ense and 
defense, she kept us in this along with 
Grace (Nowak). Grace was amazing. 
She was phenomenal. She has been 
phenomenal all year.” 

The game was fast paced from the 
start with the Grizzlies controlling a 
majority of the opening 30 minutes, 
but trailing, 2-1. 

With Nowak turning aside a vari-
ety of shots early, the Grizzlies were 
knocking on the door. Guilford fi nally 
found the back of the net when Evans 
took a pass from Epke and fi red a shot 
through a screen from the point for a 
1-0 lead with 8:31 left in the opening 
period.

The Westie Sharks wasted no time 
drawing even, needing just 3:06 to re-
spond when Dupre fi red a rocket from 
the slot past McDonald with 5:25 re-
maining in the opening period.

West Haven / Sacred Heart Academy 
continued the pressure, but McDonald 
denied Plunkett  and Taylor Alfano in a 
span of one minute, before Emilee De-
Grand found Plunkett  alone in the slot 
for a 2-1 lead with 2:47 remaining in 
the opening period. 

The goal by Plunkett  held through 
the middle period despite Guilford 
holding a 15-6 shot advantage. Nowak 
was the story of the period as she 
turned aside 15 shots, including a laser 
by Epke in the slot with a glove save 

with 8:50 remaining.
West Haven / Sacred Heart Acad-

emy’s best opportunities came in the 
fi nal fi ve minutes as Chase Ireland’s 
backhander in front just trickled 
through the crease, and a blast from 
the point by Alfano was turned aside 
by McDonald’s pad save with 1:10 to 
go.

Nowak fi nished with 47 saves, while 
McDonald stopped 25 shots for Guil-
ford.

The West Haven boys basketball 
team opened the Division I state tour-
nament with a 65-45 victory over No. 
20 Trumbull. Unfortunately for the 
Westies, the season came to an end 
two days later in a 66-40 loss to fourth-
seeded Fairfi eld Prep.

No. 12 West Haven had 10 players in 
the scoring column against Trumbull 
and was led by Tavares Tuck with 16 
points. Kyle Kearson had 12 points, 
while Javaun Calhoun had eight and 
Henry Smith seven in the win. 

Tuck got the Westies on their way 
with seven points in the opening quar-
ter for a 23-7 lead. West Haven led 33-
17 at the half and increased the margin 
to 46-23 after three quarters of play 
with a balanced scoring att ack.

For all your West Haven sporting 
news throughout the year, including 
game articles by Mike Madera, high-
lights, photos and more, visit www.
westieblue.com.

Westies: Teams ousted from CIAC playoffs

Photos by Todd Dandelsk

Clockwise from left --No. 13 Javaun “Stretch” Calhoun dunks against Prep 
in CIAC 2nd round playoff action. The Westies were ousted by the Jesuits. Above 
--  Brady Price prepares to shoot on the Notre Dame goaltender in the regular 
season fi nale, won by Notre Dame. Below -- DJ Carfora races up the ice against 
the Green Knights.
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WestieBlue.com

For all your West Haven sports, visit 
www.westieblue.com

Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni 

Photos     Videos     Player of the Week     WH Championship teams
Future Westies     Alumni     Hall of Fame WH News and Notes

Team Leaders     Statistics     Coaches Information     Coaches Corner 
And more 

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site 
Contact Mike Madera 

Phone: (203) 530-1322 
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com 

WE’RE HIRING
The West Haven Community House

Join West Haven’s cornerstone social service agency providing 
programs and services since 1941, including:

Head Start: Preschool program for West Haven families.
Children & Youth Services:

Children & Youth Services

Head Start

NOW HIRING

LOOKING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

The West Haven Swim Club is gearing up to start its spring 
season on Monday April 25. Registration is now open at htt ps://
www.westhavenswimclub.org/page/team-registration

The spring season is an eight-week-long session, taught in a 
clinic-type atmosphere open to children of all ages, and designed 
to teach children profi ciency in the four competitive swimming 
strokes: freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke, and butt erfl y.  

Swimmers are introduced to the basics of all four strokes and 
trained to improve skill and speed.  

The program is for both children who have some experience in 
swimming through lessons and are considering the competitive 
fall season and veterans looking to refi ne technique. Practice 
runs Monday through Friday, with a minimum att endance 
requirement of three practices per week.  

All new swimmers will be assigned a permanent practice time 
after tryouts on Monday April 25, at 5:30 p.m. at the West Haven 
High School Pool. Practices will run at 5:30 and 6:30 beginning 
Tuesday April 26. Returning swimmers will begin practice on 
April 26 at the same practice time they were in last season.  

All swimmers are assigned practice times based on age 
and ability. New swimmers ages 8 and under are required to 
complete one lap unassisted to make the team. New swimmers, 
9 and over, are required to complete two laps unassisted in 
order to make the team.  

For registration and information contact Coach Sean McCauley 
at westhavenswimclub@outlook.com or visit the website at 
www.westhavenswimclub.org.

Swim Club set to open
spring season practice

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Setting one up
Amani Abuhatab (34) takes a jumper in the Blue Devils’ 63-53 loss to Danbury in the 2nd round 

of the CIAC playoffs.

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Preventing a tip-in
AJaved Ullah gets ready to handle a tip att empt in the reglar 

season fi nale against Notre Dame. The Westies’ win streak was 
halted by the Green Knights befoe both teams entered the CIAC 
tournament..
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Grassy Hill Auctions

Always Buying

Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments

(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone

& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken

or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &

MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old

Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &

Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,

Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,

Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,

Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical

Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial

Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney

Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,

Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk

Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern

Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,

Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…
& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore
Owners 

(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com

By Michael O’Brien
Special to the Voice
May V. Carrigan Interme-

diate School won 3rd-place 
-- in the nation -- in The 2022 
Great Reading Games hosted 
by Learning Ally. Students 
at Carrigan achieved a score 
of 1,881,011 with a total of 
165,504 pages read.

“I am so proud of our school 
and our students for such an 

outstanding accomplishment 
in such a challenging school 
year,” said Jaclyn Cincott a, 
Carrigan’s Reading Consul-
tant. “Keep up the great work 
Carrigan!”  

Learning Ally is a free read-
ing app/program that allows 
students to download and lis-
ten to age-appropriate texts. It 
has been shown to be eff ective 
for students who otherwise 

don’t have access to grade lev-
el literature due to a reading 
disability (dyslexia) or other 
impairment. It has helped to 
keep all of Carrigan’s 5th-and 
6th-graders engaged in more 
reading.

Carrigan began The Great 
Reading Games challenge at 
the end of January and com-
peted nationwide with other 
schools in its bracket [mid-

dle school]. The classroom 
teachers sent home fl yers to 
families with usernames and 
passwords and hyped up the 
challenge with students in 
their class, encouraging them 
to use the program in school 
and add books to their book-
shelves. Teachers made Learn-
ing Ally an option for “listen 
to reading” station during 
Daily 5. 

Here is a breakdown of how 
students earned points:

~~ 100 points for every day 
a student read 20 minutes on 
a weekday;

~~ 50 points for every day a 
student read 20 minutes on a 
Saturday or Sunday;

~~ 10 points for every page 
read;

~~ 1 point for every student 
you have reading

Carrigan takes 3rd in nation in Great Reading Games

Photo by Michael O’Brien

Carrigan’s Top 10 read-
ers from The Great Reading 
Games, from left to right: 
Scott  Horlacher, Justice Da-
miani, Marcelliano Qui-
nones, Ellana Reno, Jeremy 
Salas-Chan, Michelle Cerda, 
Abigail Allister, Isaias Alva-
rez, Sophia Dos Anjos, and 
Mayenmen Ngoh)

Photo by Carrie Malangone

Girl Scout Day 
celebrated

Mayor Nancy R. Rossi, back center, recog-
nizes Girl Scouts of the West Haven Service 
Unit at City Hall on March 14. During the 
half-hour ceremony, Rossi, a former Girl 
Scout and troop leader, answered questions 
before reading a mayoral proclamation de-
claring Girl Scout Day in West Haven. The 
event was coordinated by Troop 60298 lead-
er Carrie Malangone, Troop 60321 leader 
Jennifer Conroy, Troop 60351 leader Katie 
Koontz , Troop 60330 leader Heather Buc-
cheri and Girl Scouts of Connecticut Mem-
ber Experience Specialist Janeska Cardona. 
The observance marked the 110th anniver-
sary of Girl Scouts of the United States of 
America, a national organization founded in 
1912 by Juliett e Gordon Low in Savannah, 
Ga. 
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184 Campbell Ave 203 -93 4-3 100
West H aven, CT 06516 emmettsautoct.com

GB Masonry
Stone Walls * Sidewalks * Pavers

Chimneys * Brickwork * Flagstone
Stone Siding * Stucco

Fully Insured -- Quality Work!
17 years Experience

Jimmy-- 203 -206-1159
gbmasonrystone@ gmail.com

Tel: 203.795.8060 x26
Fax: 203.795.8046
Cell: 203.988.6298
fred@colprop.com

Fred A. Messore, CIREC, GRI, SFR
Senior Vice President

bsg BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

  Around TownAround Town

Kite event honors Ziada
The second annual Kite Event hosted by the First 

Congregational Church of West Haven will be held 
on Saturday, April 16 at 1 p.m.  The event will take 
place on the lawn in front of Savin Rock on Captain 
Thomas Boulevard by the Conference Center.

Kites and Face Painting are FREE.   Fried Dough 
Pizza by Franco’s.  Please join us in celebrating the 
Memory of John (Johnny Z) Ziada.  Donations are 
welcomed and all proceeds to benefi t the John Ziada 
Family Education Fund.

 For further information: info@fccwesthaven.org. 

WH butler to speak
Former White House butler Alan DeValerio will 

give a presentation at the West Haven Senior Center 
in the Johnson Community Center on April 21. 

WHSC members will get the inside scoop from 
DeValerio on the preparations for entertaining at 

the White House, including how the functions have 
evolved from the administration of President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt to the Biden administration. 

The 45-minute presentation is set for 10 a.m. at 201 
Noble St. and will include a Q&A session. 

For reservations, call (203) 937-3507 or register at 
the senior center by April 18. Seating is limited. 

‘Opera Rara’ hosts benefi t
Sir Charles Productions, and the Church of the 

Holy Spirit present “Opera Rara,” a benefi t concert 
for the The West Haven Emergency Alliance Task 
Force (WHEAT), at the Church of the Holy Spiri, 28 
Church St., on April 9 at 

7:30 p.m.
Arias and duets from rarely heard operas by Mon-

teverdi, Cavalli, Mozart, Bizet, Korngold, Lehar, 
Floyd, and Moore as sung by soprano Vicki Revere, 
tenor Thomas Heilman and accompanied by Eric 
Trudel.

The program includes: La Didoneby  by Cavalli; La 
Finta Giardiniera by Mozart; Carmen by Bizet; Die tote 
Stadt by Korngold; Susanna by Floyd; The Ballad of 
Baby Doe by Moore, Der Czarevitch by Lehar, and The 
Coronation of Poppeia by Monteverdi.

Suggested donation is $20 per person at the door, 
but all are welcome despite ability to pay. The venue 
is wheelchair accessible, and vaccination is required. 
To fi nd out more, contact sircharlesproductionsltd@
gmail.com, or call (203) 691-7841,

Stamp Club meets Tuesdays
The New Haven Stamp Club has a stamp club 
meeting every Tuesday at 7:15 p.m. at 62 Clark 
Road in North Haven. 

There is also a coin and stamp show at the An-
nex Club, 554 Woodward Ave., New Haven, on 
the 4th Sunday of every month from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. All are welcome.

Submitted Photo

Students of the 
Month

St. Lawrence School recently celebrat-
ed its Students of the Month for Febru-
ary in a ceremony held at the school. 
The students were honored for their ac-
ademics and achievements in the class-
room.  Each student was awarded a pin 
and certifi cate, and the students, along 
with their parents, were invited to have 
breakfast with the Rev. Jose Mercado, 
pastor, and Principal Paul DeFonzo. 
Pictured from left to right: Fr. Mercado; 
Xander Estes, Grade 6; Nathan Basilio, 
Kindergarten; Demari Foster, Grade 4; 
Sophia Hernandez, Grade 1; Lorenzo 
Hruszko, Grade 2; Isabella Celentano, 
Grade 3; Robert Percopo, Grade 5; Josh-
ua Roberts, Grade 8; Jaelyn Beauvais, 
Grade 8; and Principal DeFonzo.
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CA LL YOUR AVON LA DY
Looking for Avon?

Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,

And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience

Friendly service.

FOR RENT
H arborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street 
parking, Use of penthouse meet-

ing room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview. 

(203 ) 93 2-6455.
Fran x 3 01

G UTTER CLEA NING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing,  
Insured. Free estimates. Call 
(475) 238-2199.

H OME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs -- Walls and ceilings, 

sheetrock, carpentry. Free esti-
mates. Insured HC#0647093. Bill 
(203) 901-2136.

John’s Lawn Cutting
203 -508-3 659

Call for estimate!

VENDING  MA CH INES
Various vending machine, stand 

alone w/change maker, wall ma-
chine, medication vending. Coun-

tertop humidors for cigar sales. 
Call for prices at 203-687-1201

SITUATIONS WA NTED
Seamstress, over 30 years’ 

experience. Can do everything, 
pants, suits, dresses, gowns, etc. 
Reasonable rates. Call Debbie, 

(203) 908-5050

For Sale
Clipper Creek Level-2

 Car Charger
Model: 0922-00-004

H CS-50P Plug-in, 40A , L2 
EVSE, 240V, NEMA 14-50

$ 675 for immediate pickup in 
West H aven.

Call 203 -93 7-6400,
 PLUMBING  PROBLEMS? ? ?

Leaky pipes, Leaky Faucets, 
Leaky Showers, RunningToilet, 
Leaky Toilet, Drain Cleaning, 
Leaky Hot Water Heater, Gard-
bage Disposals, Dryer/Washers, 
Laundry Lines, Dishwasher Lines, 
30 gal. Gas, or 40 gal. Electric 
Water Heaters, Baseboard Instal-
lations and Repairs, Gas Stoves, 
FULL PLUMBING REPAIR SER-
VICES, 24/7 days a week at (203) 
584-6868. 

HELP WANTED
Babysitter is needed in West 

Haven mornings. The child is 10 
years of age. Person hired needs 
to drop the child off  to school each 
day. Will be dropped off  at your 
house at 6:30 a.m., and pick the 
child up after school. Child must 
be at bus stop at 8:15, dropped off  
at 12:30. Salary negotiable. Call 
Carnell Artis, 203-257-0248.

HELP WANTED
House Cleaner part-time. $15/hour. 

Transportation if needed. Call Joe, 
203-508-3672.

PATRICIA’S CLEANING 
SERVICE

Clean house and apartments 
and offi  ce. One-day service, mov-
ing in or moving out. Thirty-plus 
years experience. Excellent ser-
vice and references. If interested, 
contact Patricia, 203-982-8239.

SEEKING  NEW STUDENTS
Grammy-nominated musician/

piano teacher Judy Pancoast now 
accepting new students to start 
in September in West Haven. All 
ages. Email mamanook@com-
cast.net for all the details.

 

Answers
to last issue s

puzzles

March 3, 2022

PIA NO LESSONS
 BY COMPUTER

Since 1992, in your home
when we can.

 Beginners welcome,
reasonable rates.

Details, References.

In West Haven: 203-479-4467

West H aven Elk’s Lodge 
H all Rentals 

150 person capacity. 
Low Prices. 

Bar and Kitchen 
facilities available. 

G reat for all functions.
 Free Parking. 

203 -671-43 22 / 203 -93 3 -153 7 

Tax Service
More changes in tax laws aff ect your 2021 taxes.

Let me help you get your refunds
Over 40 years’ experience preparing taxes in a 
professional, timely, and cost-effi  cient manner.

No waiting with pick-up or drop-off  service

Call Bill at (203 ) 93 4-9525.
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Cooperative Effort between the Voice and the West Haven Economic Development Commission

Perhaps there are only spiders 
there, or something of that sort.

So wrote the Russian nov-
elist Dostoyevsky in anxious 
rumination on what heaven 
might be like. Of course since 
then we’ve become too sophis-
ticated for the one-size-fi ts-all 
pearly gates, clouds and harps 
model, preferring to think of, 
say, a purely elevated state of 
being. Yet I well imagine there 
are many of us for whom any 
heaven still includes unlimited 
puppies, hot fudge sundaes, 
palm trees and massages.

We have the siren song of 
The Massage to thank for the 
existence of the Inner Essence 
Spa, as owner Shana McCar-
thy - who majored in exercise 
physiology and originally 
intended to go into physical 
therapy - changed her mind 
once given a gift card for a 
massage. It “piqued my inter-
est in [it],” she explains. “I vis-
ited a massage school and was 
intrigued by all the creative 
avenues that the fi eld of mas-
sage therapy opens you up 
to.” McCarthy opened her fi rst 
space in Woodbridge, and af-
ter about four years, moved to 
a larger facility in Orange; she 
was there for thirteen years.

On the hunt for larger quar-
ters, McCarthy moved to the 
Boston Post Road in Alling-
town. Her dad’s business is 
next door; he’s been a fi xture 
in town for decades, He sug-
gested she check out a space 
he had ready for rental, and it 
was perfect for her needs.

Inner Essence off ers more 
than the typical day spa. Mc-
Carthy specializes in energy 
healing, a unique procedure 
that uses techniques from in-
digenous cultures around the 
world [which] “ promote clar-
ity, balance and security,” she 
says, while also incorporating 
meditation techniques and in-
ner child work. 

The spa also off ers tradition-
al Chinese cupping massage, 
which suctions out toxins; 
Japanese Ashiatsu, in which 
the masseuse uses bare feet to 
massage, and lomi lomi, Ha-
waiian massage incorporating 
soothing strokes. A weekend 
course for medicinal aroma-
therapy is also off ered. 

“It’s like a spiritual retreat,” 
explains McCarthy. 

Participants submit a paper 
and receive certifi cation from 
the aromatherapy company 
Wisdom of the Earth. 

In addition, the spa off ers 
more traditional massages, 
facials, scrubs - the list of of-
ferings requires a booklet of 
substantial length.

All the therapists at Inner 
Essence have many years of 
experience. 

To quote McCarthy, “We 
are a group of authentic and 
passionate people, highly ex-
perienced, who really love the 
healing arts.” 

This has garnered the spa 
its loyal fan base - along with 
all the traditional spa nice-
ties - the plush suites, softly 
twilit relaxation room, selec-
tion of high-quality spa prod-
ucts for sale, even homemade 
treats for the holidays (espe-
cially Valentine’s and Moth-
ers’ Days). A scrub, Swedish 
massage, and a moist slice of 
homemade banana bread? 
There’s your heaven.

Likewise, Dostoyevsky 
probably could have used 
a good grooming for that 
Rasputin-like hair and beard, 
and he would certainly have 
his pick of establishments in 
our fair city. Nevertheless, it 
would be hard for his att en-
tion not to gravitate to the im-
posing Major League Barber 
Shop ensconced at the corner 
of Campbell and Elm Streets.

Owner Jay Raposa got start-
ed in the business long ago. 

“I used to cut my friends’ 
hair in the neighborhood”, he 
says. 

Due to a troubled child-
hood, Raposa worked “a lot of 
dead-end jobs” to make ends 
meet, “but I was always pas-
sionate about hair.”  

He formerly ran a well-re-
garded barbershop in Fair Ha-
ven when one of his clients, a 
real estate investor, suggested 
he decamp over the Kimberly 
Avenue bridge for West Ha-
ven. 

He chose the Campbell Av-

enue site, moving up from 
three chairs to twenty-one. 
New customers mingle with 
old, loyalists who make the 
trek from Fair Haven because 
they appreciate Raposa’s fi ne-
ly-tuned customer service.

Major League is a full-ser-
vice shop, off ering hair cuts 

and styling and hot lather 
shaves. 

Of course, the shop’s major 
standout is the availability of 
private suites. These one-on-
one enclaves provide a groom-
ing experience which is, ac-
cording to Raposa, “almost 
like a therapy session”.

The shop’s personal service 
and att ention to detail contin-
ues to win over new custom-
ers. Raposa says he likes to say 
he off ers “new school services 
with old school charm.” 

And that’s barbershop heav-
en.

Jay Raposa of Major League Barber Shop puts the finishing touches on a customer at his Campbell Avenue location. The shop 
is the second one he has run in his career. Right -- The facilities at The Massage are directed toward making the customer’s 
experience memorable.
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Photo by Todd Dandelske

Hits milestone
Coach Jessica Moriarty presents #34 Amani Abuhatab will a ball marking her 1000th point 

scored during the Westies› playoff game against Danbury.

Westies ousted from state play

hoto by Todd Dandelske

West Haven Goalie Javed Ullah makes a stop against Fairfi eld Prep in the CIAC playoff s, 
won by the Jesuits, 4-3, in a heartbreaker.

The season came to a crushing end for the West Haven boys 
hockey team with a 4-3 loss to Fairfi eld Prep in the opening 
round of the state tournament. Despite rallying from a 3-0 defi -
cit, No. 12 West Haven suff ered the crushing loss when fi fth-
ranked Fairfi eld Prep scored with 26.6 seconds left in regulation. 

When the Jesuits scored 58 seconds into the second period, 
West Haven was in a 3-0 hole and looked to surely be in for an 
early exit from the postseason. 

With 1:38 remaining in the middle period, that certainty was 
no longer as Ryan Bernardi’s shot off  an assist from Anthony Pe-
schell trickled in. Just 46 seconds later, Bernardi was at it again 
when he scored with 52.4 seconds to go in the period.

After goaltender Javed Ullah kept the Westies within a goal, 
Mike Alfano scored from in front with 8:14 to go to even the 
game at three. 

West Haven constantly pressured but could not take the lead 
as D.J. Carfora’s shot from in close sailed over the net. The Je-
suits rang the crossbar with 2:54 remaining, sett ing up the last-
second win for the Jesuits.

West Haven picked up its seventh win of the season with a 
5-3 victory over Hand-Madison on Senior Night. The Westies 
scored four times in the fi nal 15 minutes to pull out the victory.

Nico Bruneau fi nished with one goal and two assists, while 
Javed Ullah had 20 saves as the Westies improved to 7-12 on the 
year.

West Haven took a two-goal lead in the third period when 
Bruneau set up Jayden Spreyer for a breakaway goal 1:53 into 
the third, before Marcus Burrows stole the puck and scored 2:46 
in for a 3-1 lead.

Hand evened the game with a goal 1:15 later and another with 
9:52 to go to even the game at three. The Westies did not quit. 

Picking up a loose puck along the boards, Peschell blasted a 
shot home for a 4-3 lead. Bruneau scored a power play goal of an 
assist from Bernardi with 1:11 remaining for the 5-3 fi nal.

The fi rst two periods saw a combined 13 shots for West Haven 
and a 1-1 game. Hand struck fi rst on a goal by James Barber with 
4:17 gone by in the middle period, but the Westies needed just 
35 seconds to respond. 

Bruneau fed a lead pass to Spreyer on the left wing. Spreyer 
circled the net and fed Mike Alfano in front for a shot to the top 
right corner and a 1-1 tie with 10:08 left in the period.

West Haven had a chance to take the lead with seven min-
utes to go in the period when Mike Madera set up Jack Aloi, 
but Aloi’s blast was turned aside by a brilliant pad save by Alex 
Schiano.

The Westies saw their three game winning streak come to an 
end with a 5-2 loss to Notre Dame – West Haven in the regular 
season fi nale. With the loss, West Haven closed the regular sea-
son at 7-13.

The Westies struggled to get anything in the opening period, 
pinned in their own zone for the majority of the opening 15 min-
utes. 

The Green Knights wasted litt le time sett ing the tone of the 
game as Grant Curtis took advantage of a West Haven turnover 
and beat West Haven goaltender Javed Ullah just 57 seconds in. 

Notre Dame appeared to take a 2-0 lead, but Colby Faugh-
nan’s tally was wiped away by an icing call 3:28 into the game. 

The Westies had a golden opportunity to even the game when 
Carfora stole the puck while short-handed, broke into the Notre 
Dame zone, but shot over the net. Just 49 seconds later, Notre 
Dame had a 2-0 lead when a shot from the point by Curtis when 
off  Ullah and into the net with 6:32 to go in the opening period.

West Haven fi nally put pressure on in the fi nal fi ve minutes 
of the opening period, but shots by Spreyer from the slot, and 
Peschell from the point were denied by Notre Dame goaltender 
Peter Alfano. 

West Haven’s best opportunity came with less than two min-
See Westies, page 18


