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Sure sign
of spring!
Photo by Todd Dandelske

The high school baseball
season opened over the weekend, under clear skies and
chilly temperatures. Weest
Haven piticher Dylan Supan
took to the hiill for the Blue
Devils in their 19-0 season
opening win against Platt
Tech. The Westies added a
big win against Notre Dame,
Monday, 2-0, and are 2-0 in
the early going. See page 20
for more details about that
game and all the others.

Rossi vows change after audit
An audit prompted by alleged misuse of federal COVID relief fund has
city oﬃcials reeling, but that same time
angry at the findings. Ordered by state
oﬃcials after the arrest of former State
Rep. Michael DiMazza last year, the
audit, done by CohnReznick, found
many systemic problems in the way
West Haven handles funds.
The audit of the $1.15 million in federal CARES Act funding, found that
more than $892,000 did not fit federal
guidelines under the terms of the legislation.
Those payments, including payments to city department heads for

overtime during the pandemic, and
payment to a marching band to appear
in the annual Memorial Day parade,
were specifically mentioned by the auditing form.
In a statement sent out over the
weekend, Mayor Nancy N. Rossi said
the city will take the recommendations
in the audit “very seriously.”
“The report highlights shortcomings in internal controls and processes;
some of which we have already addressed, and some which require additional focus. The Coronavirus funds
were administered by West Haven
employees who did not have the city’s

best interest at heart,” Rossi said. “We
have initiated a comprehensive corrective action plan beginning with the
recent hiring of a new finance director. Finance Director Scott D. Jackson
and his team will be coordinating West
Haven’s response to each of the issues
raised in the audit report.”
While Rossi admits changes in City
Hall procedures are needed, there are
some who are saying the audit itself
is flawed, leaving out paper trails that
were readily accessible, and should
have been included.
“People here are upset that paperwork that was done was left out of the

report,” one source inside City Hall
said this week.
Meanwhile, one vendor is threatening legal action against the auditing
firm if allegations made in the report
are not retracted.
Ken Carney, owner of Baybrook Remodeling was personally cited in the
report as were his aﬃliations with one
current and one former city committee.
Carney, who is a partner in the West
Haven Voice, took issue with some of
the statement made in the report by
Vincenzo Pozzi, its author.
“If he called me, he would have had
See Audit, page 15
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Mya Mercuriano, age 4, a student at the West Haven Child
Development Center, Inc. sees April showers ahead bringing
May flowers!
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1990 -- An arson attack on
the passenger ferry, Scandinavian Star, kills 159. Insurance fraud is today considered
the most likely motive for the
attack. According to a 2013 report, 9 crew members started
the fire and sabotaged attempts to extinguish the blaze.
1969 -- The internet is born.
The Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA) awarded
a contract to build a precursor
of today’s world wide web to
BBN Technologies. The date is
widely considered as the internet’s symbolic birthday.
1948 -- The World Health
Organization is established.
The WHO is a United Nations agency concerned with
fighting disease and epidemics worldwide, building up
national health services, and
improving health education in
its 194 member states.
1827 -- The first friction
match is sold. English chemist John Walker produced and
sold the first operable matches. They were soon banned in
France and Germany because
burning fragments would
sometimes fall to the floor and
start fires.
1724 -- Johann Sebastian
Bach›s St. John Passion is
premiered. The sacred oratorio is the oldest extant Passion
by the German composer.

Photo by Michael O’Brien

Alum talks biomedical advance
On Friday, March 25 West Haven High School alum Dr.
Kirsten Tulchin-Francis, Class of 1994, made a presentation to
juniors and seniors in WHHS biomedical courses via Zoom,
on one of the school’s new Promethean boards. Dr. TulchinFrancis works at the Nationwide Children’s Hospital in Columbus, Ohio as Director of the Honda Center for Gait Analysis and Mobility Enhancement, and the Director of Orthopedic
Research. After graduating from West Haven High School in
1994, she attended Trinity College where she earned a Bachelor of Science in Engineering. She then went on to earn a
Master of Science in Biomedical Engineering from Marquette
University, and a Ph.D. in Biomechanics from Texas Women’s
University. Dr. Tulchin-Francis spoke to juniors in the Medical Interventions class about prosthetic design before speaking to seniors in the Biomedical Innovations class about her
journey from WHHS to where she is now.
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Veterans’ license plates now available
A new Connecticut law requires the Department of Motor Vehicles to issue special
registration marker plates
to veterans or armed forces
member who served in periods of war. State Rep. Dorinda
Borer (D-115) championed
this bill in the 2021 Legislative Session and it passed
with strong bipartisan support. She along with State Rep.
Charlie Ferraro (R-117), an active member of the Veteran’s
Committee, joined a group of
veterans in West Haven last
week to unveil the war period
license plates and thank them
for their advocacy in getting
this bill passed through the
legislature.

This bill expands the opportunity for those that served
during specific war time periods and received a campaign
medal to get a license plate
that demonstrates which war
they served in.
“We have a rich history of
veteran sacrifice here in Connecticut. The designation of
a war period license plate is
a special way to provide our
veterans with the recognition
and appreciation that that
they so greatly deserve,” said
Borer. “I’d like to thank David Ricci, a West Haven Vietnam veteran who originally
brought this request to our attention, secured hundreds of
signatures from interested vet-

erans to help draft the bill and
who strongly advocated for its
passage. This bill passed with
strong bipartisan support by
my colleagues, and I could not
be more excited to see all our
veterans drive with pride.”
“It seemed that there were
already a number of specialty
plates in CT and that a specific
war veteran plate would be a
great way to recognize veterans. Dorinda drafted the bill
to include several wars which
I thought was a fantastic idea.
I’m sure that this will be much
appreciated by all Connecticut war veterans,” said David
Ricci, President of West Haven
Vietnam Veteran’s, West Haven Veteran’s Council.

“I want to commend Rep.
Borer on her work putting this
bill forward in a great act of
public service. As a member of
the Veteran’s Aﬀairs committee, I recognize the importance
of honoring these men and
women who have served our
country through decades of

service in diﬀerent wartimes.
I would also like to thank David Ricci, a West Haven resident and Vietnam veteran, for
his advocacy on this issue.
It is great that we can oﬀer
these brave veterans a way to
personally acknowledge their
unique sacrifices.”

Happy New Year,
neighbors.

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516
Bus: 203-932-0591

I wish all my neighbors
a healthy, happy and safe
New Year. Here’s to this
year bringing you nothing
but the best.
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

A sample of the Veterans’ Plates allows for the theatre to be displayed in which the indvidiual holder served.
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UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAVEN

DENTAL CENTER
APPOINTMENT FEES

We offer reduced cost dental services
to the West Haven community, including:

Adult: $30

• Adult and child cleanings

Seniors (62 and above), Children (14 and under)
and U.S. Military Veterans: $20

• Blood pressure screenings

University of New Haven Students: $10

• Oral cancer screenings

No insurance needed

• Periodontal disease screening
• Cavity screening
• Patient education
• X-rays

CONTACT
To make an appointment with a student Dental Hygienist,
please call (203) 931-6028.
Appointments are available Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. or 1:15 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

• Pit & fissure sealants
• Scaling and root planing

University of New Haven Dental Center
419 Boston Post Road, West Haven CT 06516

A Partner in the Community
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Dear Felicia
Whether it’s the fact that
we’re getting on in years or
we’re havin’ more fun than
we ought to, it seems 2022 is
flying by at break-neck speed.
Here we are in April already,
and Easter is jest 10 days away
from the time yew git this missive. That’s quite something,
considering Cobina is still
vacuuming Christmas Tree
needles from the carpets, and
the heat is still pumpin’ away.
Here in the Asylum by the
Sea, things are moving along
as they do every time at this
time o’ year. The City Council
is now fully engaged in lookin’
over Herronner’s $168.3 million spending plan, and will
be meeting several times this
month in order to give it the
usual gander. Whether the
group determines to make
changes or not remains to be
seen, but given the high bar
of a supermajority necessary
to do setch things, usually

the bets are on no big changes
made during this time. Come
this time next month, a new
budget will be adopted come
Hades or the flood, and things
will settle in.
The people of Allingtown
hafta be breathing a bit of a
sigh of relief as they are not
gonna see their fire taxes go
up this go-round. Remember,
Allingtown decided about 10
years ago to eliminate the independent fire districk, and
the convoluted City of West
Haven Fire Department: Allingtown was born, not to be
confused with the West Haven
Fire Department which is the
First Taxation Districk, otherwise known as “The Center.”
Tennyrate, they won’t see
their taxes go up this year,
which, given the way things
are going with inflation is
probably a godsend. Over the
last few years, they’ve seen the
mill rate inch up, and many of

the problems that overtook the
former independent agency,
could only be fixed by a tax
hike.
Meanwhile, now that the
city’s budget is published, the
other two fire districks will be
having their annual meetings
and setting their own rates.
These confabs ain’t what they
used to be, for sure. Remember when hundreds would
turn out? Heck it seemed every years there was a battle
for Fire Commish in both the
Center and West Shore Districks, with the budget going
to referendum every May.
Good times.
Setch ain’t the case anymore.
The proxy wars that various
political factions used to wage
in those districts seem to be a
thing of the past.
Getting back to the city
budget for a sec, it seems the
raises that some elected officials have earmarked in the
new plan might be running
afield of state statute. Raises
can usually be put into budgets for elected oﬃcials, but
they normally take eﬀeck in
the next term, not the current
one. Let’s hope this doesn’t
become a protracted situation
with court cases and the like.
We have enuﬀ of that stuﬀ.
~~~
Speaking of court cases, Sammy Bluejay came by and reminded Cobina that one court
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case ain’t been settled yet, and is
still wending its way through the
judicial system. Back in November Barry Cohen, GOP candidate
lost by jest a few votes, 32 eﬀen I
remember correckly. Well, at the
time there were queries about the
chains of custody and other problems with some ballots.
Whilst many have moved on it
seems the courts haven’t. The case
is still ongoing, and Sammy sez
that discovery is still going on,
and court sessions have been had,
and the judge in the case hasn’t
dismissed it. To quote Dorothy
Parker, “What fresh Hell is this?”
Or, what fresh hell is it gonna be.
The fack the case hasn’t been sent
to the trash bin should be a cause
of concern for all involved, including John and Jane Q.
~~~
Nelly Nuthatch came over
and said she was conversing
with some others and whilst
there still seems to be an investigation into the illegal use
of American Rescue Plan Act
funds by federal law enforcement, some are in her words,
“waiting for other shoes to
drop.”
Whilst there are two people
arrested and facing big charges, everyone knows that one
o’ the things the feds do is try
to git info and details from the
principle perps, plying them
with leniency promises and
the like. No one knows what’s
going on here, but there seems
to be a sense inside the Actors
Colony that more things are
gonna come out, and more
details might implicate other
people. Nobody knows for
sure, but the not knowing is
certainly fueling the speculation.
We’ve seen some former
high-ranking oﬃcials outand-out accuse city oﬃcials of
knowing more than they are
letting on. And, when Frank
Cieplinski was summarily dismissed in shame last month,
he did call himself the “scapegoat.” This worrying some
that the revelations of what
the feds will find is gonna be
bigger in scope than it is currently.
Nobody knows for sure, certainly. But, the mood in City
Hall is setch that no one would
be surprised eﬀen more info
comes out.
~~~
Meanwhile, the Wag came in
t’other afternoon for tea, and
something a lit’le stronger. We
were discussin’ the state waiving
the gas tax that started last week.
As yew know the Wag don’t suffer fools gladly. Come to think of
it, he don’t suﬀer fools at all.
Tennyrate, the fack the state
is gonna waive the 25 cents per
gallon levy on gasoline, he’s wonderin’ what ripple eﬀeck this is
gonna have. The state ain’t exackly rollin’ in kopecks and any time
a tax is waived – especially when

it ain’t figgered in the budget –
there is gonna be some problem
kicked down the road.
While everyone is hailing the
lifting of the tax, one wonders effen there are gonna be cost-cutting
measures to soften the hit to the
bottom line. It’s a real question
when yew think about it. Don’t
git me wrong, a 25 cent saving
per gallon will help most people
in this berg who live paycheck to
paycheck, but yew know that the
spenders in Hartford ain’t about
to give up their padded budgets.
So, what is gonna happen down
the road? That seems to be question the Wag and others are beginning to ask.
Of course, with the federal government administration trying to
strangle the economy, and inflation jest eating away at people’s
spendable income, not much is
gonna be realized in this move –
except some eletion year virtue
signalling.
~~~
Speaking of election years,
it’s always an election year for
something. This year it’ll be
all state oﬃces and Congress.
Workin’ in this oﬃce as we do,
we see things as they come in
from various locations, and
the General Assembly’s PR offices are starting to crank out
more and more stuﬀ. Why?
Yew know why.
The boys and girls in the
assembly are looking toward
November, and have a big
stake in putting their names
out front of the public. So,
grin-and-grab photos, more
press releases and more stuﬀ
will be churned out as we git
closer to November. And the
way this year is going, it’s gonna be here before yew know it.
~~~
Iva Lootey, meanwhile, was
ruminating about the Haven projeck. As Cobina said in her last
missive, there seem to be more
demolitions going on than before.
But, Iva was concerned about the
negotiations still going on with
the Simon Group, the developer
of the property. As yew remember
Herroner mentioned that a new
agreement was being hammered
out so the city can have a better
idea of what is happening over
there.
The Simon Group has been
playing things very close to the
vest, with many people wonder
what in blazes is going on, and
what the timetable is for the projeck – something the city evidently has no clue on cuz that’s in the
negotiation.
One hopes things are hammered out, and we can get an idea
of when this thing is gonna git oﬀ
the ground. I know there are a few
in City Hall who are really frustrated about this. There are many
outside o’ City Hall who’re frustrated as well.
With that bit o’ chatter, I’ll
close, mitt luﬀ und kizzez,

Cobina
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Dear Eleanore Turkington:
Our city can replace our
city trash receptacles with either something more secure,
so wildlife doesn’t get in. Or,
since that option is expensive
just please get covers for the
trash receptacles already in
place. The birds really should
not be ingesting the junk
tossed out in those cans. It’s
better for our community to
eradicate trash! . Also good for
tourism.
Thanks, C C
Dear Thanks CC:
I have contacted the Councilman William X Conlon for
your district to assist you with
this problem. Meanwhile, appearance in Gripe Vine today
will spark some interest for the
Public Works Director. Please
contact me with an update.
Also, you will see the photos
you submitted in today’s column.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:
There are large potholes
here at Third and Bluhm
Streets close to the corner. Can
we get these filled?
Resident, SP
Dear SP:
I will see that your Council Representatives, Councilwomen Bridgett Hoskie and
an Councilman d William X.
Conlon will receive your complaint of potholes. Please stay
connected with Gripe Vine as
to the filling of these potholes.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:
Why do the snowplows always push snow to the even
side of the street? Why not alternate to the even and odd?
And what can be done about
these Robo Calls?
SP Leete Street Resident
Dear SP Leete Street:
I have been working on
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helpful Robo information and
it will appear in a near future
column. Tips to help and latest
research will be included.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:
There are potholes on
Church Street and Savin Avenue. In the spring there should
be hot patches not cold patches. Never sticks.
Tired of Potholes
Dear Tired of Potholes:
I have notified your Councilwoman, Bridgette Hoskie of
this pothole problem. Watch
for her reply in a future column.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:
Park Street between Savin
Avenue and Campbell needs
to be paved. It is in real bad
shape.
CB Neighbor
Dear CB::
I have been in contact with
your district’s Councilman,
William X. Conlon. As soon as
I hear from him, I will publish
his response to your request.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:
There are blighted and hazardous materials on White
Street. Indicating a severe,
hazardous/flammable waste
on a property and illegal zoning inside of the first-floor
basement. Numerous complaints have been made on
this apartment over the years.
And much worse as you walk
around the property. Why
does everyone have to suffer, slum property owners not
holding their tenants responsible. Why isn’t the city not
holding anyone accountable?
EZ
Dear EZ:
I have forwarded your complaint to Elizabeth Johnston,
the District Council Woman
for your district. As soon as

ELEANORE TURKINGTON
her reply arrives, I will publish
it in Gripe Vine.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

It would be nice if city workers could pick up trash along
the street. The city is starting
to look really bad with garbage all over the place.
Also, the city needs to start
charging residents for blighted property; they are the main
reasons for some of the trash.
Help Keep WH Clean
Dear Gripe Vine Readers:
I have written this column
for over 17 years and have
always admired West Haven
residents for their sincere concern of the beauty of their city.
Today’s column indicates this
sincerity continues. Hats oﬀ to
West Haven residents!

Coming up…illegal parking at the high school baseball
field …too early trash picks
up at Hillside and Central Avenue… Ward Heitman House
inquiries
continues…Robo
calls research and solutions…
Stop signs at Captain Thomas
and Campbell Avenue gripe…
handicap ramps issue….and
much more.
You can send your gripes,
comments and issues to gripevine4wh@aol.com or mail
them to Gripe Vine c/o West
Haven Voice 840 Boston Post
Road, West Haven 06516 All
your communications are kept
in private with me.
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WHHS students cited
in state essay contest

Ayannah Obas, a junior at West Haven High School, has been
named a winner of U.S. Sen. Chris Murphy’s (D-Conn.) sixth
annual “Martin Luther King Jr. Day Essay Challenge.”
In total, only 15 essays were chosen as winners out of 2,200
entries from elementary, middle, and high school students from
across Connecticut reflecting on Dr. King’s dream and their own
aspirations.
“We honor Dr. King’s legacy by continuing his fight for justice
and equality,” said Murphy from his oﬃcial press release. “Every year, I am so impressed by the students across Connecticut
who submit essays of their reflections on Dr. King and their own
dreams for a more just future. Young people have always been
at the forefront of the great social change movements, and their
hope and determination continue to inspire me.”
The winners are on display in Murphy’s Hartford oﬃce. An
event for family and the school community to celebrate Ayannah’s accomplishment with the Senator will be announced
shortly.

Bereavement Group offers program
The Bereavement Support Group of West Haven will
be offering EFT, emotional freedom technique, otherwise known as “Tapping” that has been proven to reduce stress and anxiety on April 13th, during our regular meeting at Johnson Community Center, 201 Noble
St. at 6 pm. All widows, widowers and partners who
have experienced a loss, whether it be recent or many
years, are invited to attend.

Burials ~ Cremation ~ Pre Planning

At Keenan Funeral Home we work with ever® family’s budget to
give your loved one the digified memorial they deser©e.
Philip M. Appell
Funeral Director & Managing Partner
phil.appell@carriageservices.com
238 Elm Street, West Haven

330 Notch Hill Road, North Branford

(203) 933-1217

(203) 481-3217

Keenan Funeral Home
www.keenanfuneralhome.com

wecare@keenanfuneralhome.com
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Springtime cleanups and us
Spring has, as they say, “sprung,” and the springtime urge to purge our homes and garages of unwanted stuff seems to erupt. The city has set the
spring bulk trash date, and people are looking to get
out of the house and get things ready for the warmer
days ahead.
One of the most common complaints we hear in
the Voice office concerns blight, or the fact that some
homeowners, business owners or apartment building operators do not keep up their properties. One
need only look at the regular column, The Gripe
Vine, to understand this. A significant percentage of
the complaints fielded by Eleanore Turkington concerns this topic.
Longtime readers of these pages will think this is
our annual admonition to clean things up, and they
would be correct. Keeping the city clean, keeping the
streets free of refuse, and our properties tidy is not
the job of the city’s Public Works Department, every
one of us must pitch in to help.
The DPW’s Parks Division does a very respectable
job keeping city parks, ballfields and sitting areas
sharp and clean. Already street sweeping details are
out working to clean gutters, a sure sign spring is
here.
That said, the DPW does not have the responsibility of keeping the areas in front of city businesses
clean, only public property. Most businesses do an
excellent job of keeping their properties presentable,
some are excellent. There are some, however, that
believe the city is responsible for the sidewalks in
front of their businesses. Not so. Just as a homeowner has responsibility for the sidewalks in front of
their domiciles, so do businesses.
Meanwhile, homeowners will be carting things out
to the curb for the spring bulk trash pickup. This is
a daunting task for carting companies. Sometimes
the sheer amount of what needs to be collected a
given street is mind-boggling. While most of it gets
collected, many homeowners do not get the memo
on what the crews will collect and what they will not.
Televisions, for example, are seen languishing on
curbs for days, and sometimes weeks. TVs are not
collected by crews, neither are computer screens
and the like. These must be collected at businesses
and sites that will take them. The Regional Water
Authority for example will take various forms of rubbish, such as old paint and other hazardous materials. Same is true for the electronic rubbish. Because
of what is inside the machines, they need a special
collection site.
Each year televisions and other such rubbish is
put out and each year this office gets a complaint
the trash was not collected. When the callers are told
the city announced it would not collect such trash,
they are incredulous. The point is, find out what is
collected and what is not.
Those homeowners that allow their properties to
languish and get overgrown with grass and shrubs
seem to be absentee landlords. The city has had
this problem for more than three decades. Absentee
landlords, again, take care of their properties, but
there are some that forget to mow the grass and trim
the bushes.
Finally, there are those residents, owners, and
renters alike, who sometime believe their properties
are good places to store old motor vehicles, or those
that are in a bad state of repair. Meanwhile, there are
those who decide that front lawns are good places to
park their cars. This makes the entire neighborhood
look bad. Cars are not meant to be parked on lawns.
They are an eyesore and make a terrible statement to
the other residents of the area.
As we get into the spring-cleaning time, remembering these few points will make the city brighter and
more pleasant for all.

Calling out Disney’s lies
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
had another moment that lit
up the right, this time pushing
back against Disney’s critique
of the so-called “Don’t Say
Gay” bill.
In his statement, DeSantis
was absolutely stalwart, saying that the chances are “zero”
that he’s going to back away
from his support for the law.
And he didn’t hesitate to go on
oﬀense against Disney. He said
it had made a fortune oﬀ being family-friendly so should
understand that families don’t
want inappropriate material
injected into the curriculum
at schools and smacked the
company for making money
in China without denouncing
the brutal practices of the Chinese Communist Party.
DeSantis had been equally
forthright a few days earlier, contesting the dishonest
“Don’t Say Gay” characterization by a reporter at a news
conference. “It’s why people
don’t trust people like you,”
the governor said, “because
you peddle fake narratives,
and so we disabuse you of
those narratives.”
This is the voice of the new
Republican Party.
Which is not to say that the
party wasn’t socially conservative before (George W. Bush

ran against gay marriage in
2004), or that it didn’t criticize the media (one of George
H.W. Bush’s best moments in
1988 was slamming Dan Rather during a live interview).
But there’s a new combativeness that is clearly a reflection
of how Trump underlined the
power of cultural issues and
changed the rules around how
you deal with controversy -by doubling down and hitting
back harder.
Perhaps DeSantis would
be just as inclined to rumble
if Donald Trump had never
emerged -- Chris Christie, for
instance, had considerable
success with a “bring it on”
attitude toward criticisms during his governorship.
What feels new, though, is
the zest for combat on cultural
issues, as well as a willingness to bring to bear public
power to the fight where possible (government has every
right to control what is and
isn’t taught in government
schools).
There’s also a complete intolerance for playing along
with false media narratives.
And, lastly, there’s zero
hesitation to stand up to corporations siding with the left
in policy disputes. It seemed
several years ago in the debates over religious-freedom
restorations acts at the state

level that corporations held
the whip hand over state officials. Not anymore. Not after Republicans have learned
that the appropriate response
to such pressure is, “No. Hell,
no.”
If this new approach draws
on Trump, it should vitiate
one of the arguments long
made for Trump: “At least he
fights.” Now, the party is full
of people who want to fight
in a broadly similar fashion -however, with important differences from Trump.
In the “Don’t Say Gay” controversy, DeSantis isn’t relitigating what happened in the
last election; he is freshly litigating a defense against a cutting-edge progressive cause.
He isn’t defending the indefensible; he’s defending the
eminently defensible, in fact
the unfairly maligned.
He isn’t dragging anyone
through a fight occasioned by
his personal failings or dubious practices; he’s standing up
for a well-considered conservative initiative.
And he isn’t jousting with
reporters who know more
about the contested topic than
he does; no, on this and pretty much everything else, he
knows more than any of his
antagonists.
So, DeSantis opens up a
See Lowry, page 7
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Letters, we get letters
Invest in children
Our children’s understanding and knowledge has to start
from above with our educators, teachers, and reasonable adults.
We have to invest in their well-being and fight for their rights for
equality and never give up. We must put them first because they
are mirrors of ourselves. Black lives matter and always will. We
face many obstacles, and racism and hate make it much worse.
Like gasoline on a fire, for our children to grow up and live productive lives, it has to start at youth.
In West Haven, the vote was saved by ballot. There is now a
raging fight to save our vote nationally. Pro-voting legislation is
now a tough battle joined by many. Voting rights are key to civil
rights; you can’t have one without the other. Blood was spilled
to win rights and it is still happening to this day—The Bill of
Rights is an example of this. The obstacles we face today are
steep, and it is harder to climb back up if our rights are taken
away. If we all fight together, we will win. It’s a long, hard battle. But we can’t quit.
Jonathan Bober

Amused by column

I was thoroughly amused by Gary J. Carlson’s op-ed in the
March 2nd issue of West Haven Voice. I understand he is a retired
professor of English; however, it does not saw where he taught.
I can only imagine that his creative writing class was absolutely
amazing because he certainly knows how to spin a yarn.
Professor Carlson oﬀers no concrete examples of any of the
hate or intolerance those of his political persuasion face “every
single day.” He simply assembles a straw man that looks nothing like reality. I can only assume that the reason he oﬀers no
concrete examples of the persecution that he and his conservative friends suﬀer is because they simply don’t exist.
Professor Carlson’s caricature of those on the Left paints a
much more sinister, dangerous, and compelling story than any
discerning reader could ever believe. The reason for that is that
he oﬀers no facts; his statements are simply not true.
Of course, if what Professor Carlson claims of hate and intolerance were true, I hope I would stick up for his rights of thought,
belief, and politics. Then again, if he actually were “cancelled,”
I wouldn’t be able to read his words in West Haven’s only independent new source.
Dominic Francese

Outraged by audit: GOP

After reviewing the CohnReznick Forensic Audit dated
4/1/2022, we are outraged and angered with the findings. Those
funds were meant to go to our own fellow Westies who were
suffering and needed it most during a very difficult time. This is
a clear result of lack of leadership, oversight, and accountability.
Our City government has violated our trust again!
All individuals named in this report must take a leave of absence pending the results of the investigation.
West Haven Republican Town Committee

Seniors plan trip to The Breakers
The West Haven Senior Center is running a trip to The Breakers Mansion, Newport Rhode Island – on Tuesday, May 10. It
is a self-guided tour of this magnificent 70-room mansion that
was occupied by the Vanderbilt family as their summer cottage.
After the tour lunch is at Brick Alley Pub & Restaurant with independent time to shop in downtown Newport.
Bus leaves at 9 a.m. from the Savin Rock Conference Center
and leaves Newport at 4 p.m.
The costost of $119 Includes transportation, admission to
mansion and lunch.
Travelers are not required to wear masks.
To reserve your seat please call the Center, (203) 937-3507

Lowry: Disney is just lying
Continued from page 6
vista oﬀering an important element of Trumpism without the
baggage or selfishness of Trump.
The same can be said of Arkansas Sen. Tom Cotton. He gave a
speech the other day at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
that thoughtfully integrated Trumpian populist themes with
traditional GOP thinking.
Here is another vista, of a policy vision with a strong element
of Trumpism that might have broad appeal to GOP voters of all
stripes without the distracting obsessions of the former president.
This gets at what could be one of the most persuasive arguments to Republican voters for Trump not running again -- not
that he needs to go away so the old party can be restored, but
that he’s unnecessary because a new party has emerged.
~~~
Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2020 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Council begins monthlong budget review
It has been two weeks
since the public hearing, required in the review process
of Mayor Nancy N. Rossi’s
$168.3 million budget, and the
City Council is just getting its
monthlong oversight underway.
Meetings began Tuesday
with the Council convening as
a Committee of the Whole, under Finance Committee Chairman Bridgette Hoskie (D-1).
With the review just getting
going, Hoskie only had general comments as to her impressions of the plan.
Overshadowing the budget
oversight is the recent audit
by CohnReznick on the city’s

expenditures of COVID relief
money under the CARES Act,
passed last year. With the arrival of millions of dollars in
ARPA funds, Hoskie said the
council will be looking at all
the documentation.
“I think we will have to do
a lot of cross referencing between the budget and ARPA.
Discussions need to be had to
be sure funding is solid and
that items are sustainable,”
she said.
While she did not attend the
public hearing, she did watch
it on the city’s access channel.
She said the messages from
that hearing were similar to
what the legislative body has

heard in the recent passed at
similar confabs.
“Residents repeated some
of the same messages given to
us prior. The funding for the
library is always a very important topic that we give much
consideration to,” she said.
One controversial aspect
of the mayor’s budget is the
inclusion of raises for some
elected oﬃcials. The inclusion
of those raises has prompted
the chairman to seek legal advice.
“I asked for a legal position
on what can and can’t be done.
We have that legal position,
and it was shared with the
council. I have a very strong

opinion about what we should
do and will give that suggestion to the council,” she said.
During the review, the
council may make alterations
in the budget but needs a supermajority of nine votes (of
13 members) to pass such revisions. To keep the quorum
from the initial meeting, the
review sessions are suspended, not adjourned by council
rules.
The monthlong review will
culminate in passage of budget ordinance on Thursday,
May 5. The city Charter calls
for the budget to be finalized
by the first Thursday in May.
This has been a high bar over

the years, resulting in many
budgets passing as proposed.
The charter requires the
budget be passed, either by
simple majority, or by default.
The council may not reject the
budget as has happened in recent memory. Should a budget ordinance fail, the original
budget as proposed by the
mayor goes into eﬀect by default.
Ed Note – Questions went to
Council Chairman Peter Massaro, and Minority Leader Colleen
O’Connor. Neither posted their
answers by press time.

We are a
‘Tree City’

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
West Haven was recently
named a 2021 Tree City USA
community by the Arbor Day
Foundation for its commitment to urban forestry.
According to the foundation, the city earned Tree City
USA recognition by meeting
the program’s four requirements: forming a tree board
or department, creating a tree
care ordinance, having an annual community forestry budget of at least $2 per capita,
and holding an Arbor Day observance.
The Tree City USA program
is sponsored by the Arbor Day
Foundation of Lincoln, Nebraska, in partnership with
the U.S. Forest Service and the
National Association of State
Foresters. The program was
established in 1976.
“Tree City USA communities benefit from the positive
eﬀects that an urban tree canopy has year after year,” said
Dan Lambe, the foundation’s
chief executive. “The trees being planted and cared for by
West Haven ensure that generations to come will enjoy a
better quality of life. Additionally, participation in this program helps cultivate a sense of
stewardship and pride for the
trees the community plants
and cares for.”
The Arbor Day Foundation,
founded in 1972, has grown
to become the largest nonprofit membership organization dedicated to planting
trees, with more than 1 million members, supporters and
partners.
The foundation has planted nearly 500 million trees
in communities and forests
worldwide since 1972.
According to the foundation, urban tree plantings help
reduce energy consumption
by up to 25%, increase property values by up to 20%, and
clean water and create animal
habitats to encourage biodiversity.
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Schools’ air quality
newest update plan
By Michael O’Brien
Special to the Voice
In the wake of the COVID-19 pendemic, the West Haven
Board of Education committed to improving the air quality in
each of its nine schools by enhancing the ventilation systems
and increasing the frequency of deep vent cleaning.
West Haven’s elementary schools – Forest, Seth G. Haley,
Edith E. Mackrille, Alma E. Pagels, Savin Rock Community
School, and Washington – as well as the district’s intermediate
school Carrigan and middle school Bailey, were all built between the 1950s and 1970s with fans on the roof of the classrooms designed to remove stale air and replace it with fresh
air. However, these fans are not energy eﬃcient, according to
school oﬃcials.
“The Board of Education’s facility team moved quickly to secure equipment and vendors to replace or repair every rooftop
exhaust fan for each school. Most schools had between 18-20
fans, while others had more,” a B of E press release stated this
week. “Facilities deep cleaned each classroom and created a
policy of posting a certificate of completion on the door of the
classrooms after the cleaning.”
According to Building Committee Chairman Ken Carney,
the new high school has a state-of-the-art HVAC system with
carbon dioxide detectors that automatically adjust the amount
of fresh air allowed into the building based on the number of
people in the building. The fresh air is filtered twice and conditioned before it enters the building. Cold outside air is heated
to meet the school’s interior temperature before it is discharged
into the building. Hot outside air is cooled to meet the inside
building temperature.
The system is exceptionally energy eﬃcient. The utility costs
of the new high school are 50 percent less than the old high
school’s utility bills.
The eﬀorts to improve the air quality in the schools has been
rigorous, according to oﬃcials, and the steps to maintain it are
ongoing and extensive. The Board of Education has contracted
with a third-party company specializing in vent cleaning to
maintain clean vents for all school buildings all year.

PEDALS SMOOTHIE & JUICE BAR

IS NOW OPEN!

Pedals Smoothie & Juice Bar offers healthy, plant-based smoothies, cold-pressed juices, signature acai bowls, and more,
such as their house-made peanut butter, almond butter, and hazelnut-chocolate spread. Pedals prides themselves
on serving food that’s vegan, gluten-free, and made with only organic, locally sourced ingredients, as well as having
sustainable, eco-friendly business practices. Pedals Smoothie & Juice Bar is located at 284 York Street, New Haven.

Plan your visit at TheShopsatYale.com

downtown
new haven

@TheShopsatYale

Convenient
Parking
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Khan, Nowak SCC Scholar Leaders

Scholar LeadersNabiha Khan and Grace Nowak flank WHHS Principal Dana Paredes during
the Southern Connecticut Conference awards ceremony. Nowak was awared the Bill O’Brien
Community Service Scholarship as well.

West Haven High School seniors Nabiha Khan and Grace
Nowak were honored at the
28th Annual Southern Connecticut Conference (SCC)
Scholar Leader Banquet at Anthony’s Ocean View in New
Haven, Conn. Additionally,
Nowak was named one of two
recipients of the prestigious
Bill O’Brien Community Service Scholarship.
In total, 46 high school students were recognized at the
banquet for demonstrating
outstanding scholarship and
leadership in their respective
school and external communities. The scholar leaders were
selected by their respective
school’s principal.
Khan is involved in a wide
variety of school activities at
WHHS. She is a student representative to the Board of
Education, a Peer Advocate, a
member of the National Honor Society, President of HOSA,
Co-President of the debate
team, and part of the Emergency Medical Technician
Training Program. She was
recently named a QuestBridge
Scholar and will be attending
Yale University next year.
Nowak is also involved in
several school activities. She is
the founder of the “Fill-A-Bag,
Fuel-A-Mind”
Community
Service Club, which addresses
the issue of food insecurity
and currently has food pantries in several West Haven
schools. Nowak is also a member of the Peer Advocates,
SADD (Students Against Destructive Decisions), WHHS
Class Act Council PromotingSportsmanship, and is a CAC-

CIAC Student Leadership
Conference recipient. She is
also involved in Theater, in
which she recently performed
in the musical “You’re A Good
Man, Charlie Brown”, and she
was named a Captain for both
the Girls’ Varsity Soccer and
Ice Hockey Teams this past
year. Nowak recently earned
All-SCC and Second All-State
honors in ice hockey as a goaltender.
At the conclusion of the
awards banquet, Nowak was
named one of only two recipients of the Bill O’Brien Community Service Scholarship.
The scholarship honors students who have a healthy balance of school and community
activities that are value-added
and embody the “spirit and
passion” of Bill O’Brien.”

Dog Park rehab
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Part of Veterans Memorial
Park’s dog park — the side for
large dogs — will be closed
for maintenance for about six
weeks starting this week, according to a Department of
Public Works oﬃcial.
The park area, at 91 Bull
Hill Lane, will be aerated and
seeded with a hardier seed,
“which should stand up to the
dogs’ wear and tear better,”
said Ernie Chiarelli, the department’s project coordinator
and sidewalk inspector.
During the maintenance
work, both large and small
dogs can use the side of the
park for small dogs, he said.
Those with questions can
call Chiarelli at (203) 937-3527.
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Retired shopkeeper was a friend to all
For 27 years on the corner
of Merwin and New Haven
Avenues, city resident Lynne
Dowse has been the owner of
The Cutting Edge Salon. Being
part of both the Milford and
West Haven communities,
clients came from all over to
get services done at her cozy
salon. Lynne and her partner
at the time Shelle, started the
Cutting Edge Salon in 1995
with the goal to do it their own
way and that they did.
For more than a quartercentury the salon saw a
lengthy line of clients, stylists,
support staff, offered hair
colors, candy, friendships,
trends, lots of hairspray,
therapy sessions, and who can
forget the tanning beds.
Dowse was not only the
owner of a small business, but
she has also been a mentor, a
teacher, a day-maker, and a
friend according to those who
know her.
“She makes you feel like
family with her warm energy
regardless of how long she has
known you,” said Lisamarie
Hughes, a longtime friend and
co-worker. “She has patience
with the new stylists, not only
teaching us daily but also
going to classes/hair shows
with us. Even when she wasn’t
working, she would stop in
and bring Dunkin’ for the
girls. She always gives back
to the community, donating
gift certificates, buying raffle
tickets, and connecting people
together.”
As an owner/ stylist she is
a hardworking career mom,
raising four kids, while always
caring for her clients. She
would even help others with
their kids, she is constantly
picking up stray kids she is
everyone’s “Auntie Lynne.”
“Countless times she would
pick up her clients that didn’t
have a ride, go to their homes
if they were ill, or let them
post-date a check because
they didn’t have the money
at the appointment. I can’t
tell you how many discounts
she gave out over the years or
how many times she helped
the other stylists with their
rent. That is just the person
she is and the example she
sets,” Hughes said.
According
to
Hughes,
customers would be welcome
the same way, and no one
was ever turned away on lastminute appointments.
“She always wore a friendly
smile and left some sweet
treats waiting when the clients
arrived. Occasionally (all the
time) her clients would wait
3
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until the absolute last minute
to get their hair done and then
call when she was booked up,
(she was always booked), but
she would always squeeze
them in and accommodate,”
Hughes said.
Some days were longer than
others for Dowse, she started
at 6:30 a.m. on a Saturday
morning, or might be at the
shop until 10 p.m. some nights.
Hughes believes Lynne
Dowse has left a mark in the
community that will be hard
to match.
“The Milford, West Haven
and cosmetology communities
will sorely miss her work ethic
and genuineness,” she said.
But she had more about the
longstanding relationship.
“As someone who worked

with her in multiple forms
for these past 27 years, I
personally just want her to
know how appreciated she is.
Acknowledging all the years,
blood, sweat and tears she
gave to the Cutting Edge Salon,
along with a legacy she built
there. We watched our kids
grow up in that salon, all the

girls have their first jobs there.
There are too many memories,
so many years of friendships,”
she said. “The Cutting Edge
Salon has new owners I
personally want to wish them
and along with the rest of the
girls much continued success
and happiness in that cute
corner spot.”

Wishing Dowse well in her
retirement, Hughes had some
simple words.
“In closing, Lynne from all
of the staff (past and present),
the clients and the many faces
that walked through those
doors, thank you for all you
do and for just simply being
you,” she said.

APRIL 14TH, 5:45-7:00 PM
300 ELM STREET

POETRY LOUNGE
Stop by the West Haven Library
for an evening of reading and
listening to original poetry, led
by Deborah Elmore. Attendees
can share their own poetry during
the open mic

LYNNE DOWSE

Registration is required!
To register, call (203) 937-4233 ext. 3,
email reference@westhavenlibrary.org, or
stop by the library at 300 Elm St.
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Photos by Brian O’Connor

Reading Across
America
Students celebrated Read
Across America Day with
State Rep. Dorinda Borer
(D-115), who read in classes
and participated in the day’s
events. The day continues celebrating the treasured works
of Dr. Suess, which serves as
a theme for many of the students, who dress as beloved
characters.

Sandy Point group
sets clean-up event
The Sandy Point Neighborhood Association has announced
its first Beach Cleanup for Saturday, April 9 from 10 AM to
noon (RAIN DATE: April 10) at the Sandy Point Bird Sanctuary.
Organized by the association’s Beautification Committee, the
cleanup will begin at the Sandy Point Bird Sanctuary Parking
Lot, on Beach Street across fromThird Avenue Extension. The
focus of th cleanup will be the beach and marsh areas within
the Bird Sanctuary and the parking lot area.
This cleanup is especially important since sections of the
beach will soon be fenced in to protect nesting shore birds later in the month and will prevent full access to portions of the
beach through late August. City and neighborhood residents
are encouraged to join in the eﬀort.
The Association will provide gloves and trash bags for volunteers, and there will be a limited number of trash grabbers/
pickers available for those who need one. Bottled water and
snacks will be provided for all participants.
“The Bird Sanctuary is a focal point for our neighborhood,
and this spring cleanup is an important part of protecting the
ecology of this unique environmental area. We are hopeful we
can all make a diﬀerence together,” commented association
Vice-President Kathie Hebert.
The Association has scheduled a total of ten (10) cleanups
throughout the year, targeting diﬀerent sections of the Sandy
Point neighborhood each time. The complete schedule can be
viewed on the Association’s website, www.SandyPointNeighbors.Org.
Other cleanups will be scheduled at the Sanctuary as well.
The association was initially formed in 2021 to build networks
of volunteers to improve communications and the quality of
life in this neighborhood, located in the southeastern corner of
this city. The association’s boundaries are Washington Avenue
on the west; First Avenue on the east; Beach Street on the south;
and Brown Street on the north.
Interested residents, property owners and businesses are
welcome to join by visiting the Association’s website, www.

SandyPointNeighbors.Org.

Dream Respect Inclusion Pride
We want to help you go to PROM! We know this is a milestone
in the lives of our WHHS Seniors and strive to provide
assistance to every member of the class of 2022 who needs
help getting to experience PROM!
Girls & Boys of the West Haven High School Senior Class will
be able to shop at the DRIP boutique to receive FREE prom
attire (dresses,suits), beauty services like nails, hair and/or
makeup, haircuts from Barbers, prom tickets, transportation
to/from prom, and boutonnieres or corsages.
If you’re a senior who dreams of going to prom but needs a
little help, we want to make your dream a reality. While sizes
and items may be limited, we are committed to helping YOU
as much as possible!
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For more information please text or
call (631) 810-9175 or email
westhavencheerleading@gmail.com
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Historian’s corner
In the creation of this story,
we wish to acknowledge the
eﬀorts of Cathie Iaccarino,
Bill Breen, Dr. Scott Graves,
Dr. Jim Tait, Lee Letourneau,
Mark Paine, and Kathy Granfield.
Located at the intersection
of Beach Street and Second
Avenue, Sandy Point is what
the scientific community refers to as a “nursery,” meaning an area that provides
abundant nutrients, access to
mates, cover from predators,
and the proper temperature,
chemistry, and geology to
support young life forms. For
Sandy Point and its surrounding waters, a broad variety of
creatures call it “home.”
Sandy Point and the surrounding waters provide a
home to many year-round
species, as well as an important stopover for species on the
move. In early spring, the elusive weakfish visits the waters
around Sandy Point, followed
by the first ‘schoolie’ striped
bass of the season (schoolies
are exactly that - babies that
come down the rivers after
spawning and congregate at

the mouths of our major rivers - Housatonic, Quinnipiac,
Connecticut and Thames).
Large migrating bass coming up from the south soon join
them as the water warms. The
population of year-round
residents - bluefish, fluke,
flounder, and tautog (blackfish) grow and diminish as
they follow the baitfish (killifish, herring, bunker, and
sand eels) that frequent ‘the
flats’ around the point. Doing the important job of scavenging and recycling the remains of all this feeding is a
healthy population of crustaceans, including blue, green,
and Asian crabs (Asians are
an invader which has made
life very diﬃcult for the native green crab), as well as the
horseshoe crab, which cruises
the bottom eating worms and
the odd bivalve.
The combination of plentiful
nutrients and shallow depth,
plus tidally flushed waters
make the whole area a great
place for many marine species
to flourish.
But perhaps Sandy Point is
best known for its bird popu-

By Dan Shine

lation, especially since it provides important nesting and
foraging habitat to a number
of threatened or endangered
coastal bird species.
These
include Egrets, Heron, Falcons, Plovers, Oystercatchers,
Sparrows and Terns.
The Quinnipiac Indians
were well aware of this, and
according to one old map they
had a summer encampment
not far from Sandy Point. It
was on the sand bar that they
could hunt for varieties of fish,
shellfish, eggs and waterfowl;
and in the adjacent marshes
were other varieties of game.
The arrival of European settlers brought with it a growing
need for food, and no doubt
Sandy Point provided some
of that too. In addition, wild
asparagus was discovered
nearby, making the area all the
more attractive.
It was apparent that the
tip of the sand bar and a corresponding point of land on
the eastern shore formed the
narrowest point separating inner New Haven Harbor from
Long Island Sound—a natural point for coastal defense.

Therefore, in 1659, a fort was
built on that eastern shore to
protect the little town of New
Haven and its surrounding
settlements from attack by sea.
That fort was later named Fort
Nathan Hale, which was active throughout many of this
nation’s early conflicts.
Today, Sandy Point, with its
barrier reef and dunes, its salt
marsh and tidal lagoon are
best known as a wildlife sanctuary and a summer picnic
spot for families. It is a great
spot for solitary walks, with
memorable views of wildlife,
Downtown New Haven and
the harbor.
Photos Courtesy of Fred Rimler.

Dan Shine is a columnist for
the West Haven Voice, and
local history buff

Many species of migrant birdlife find a home at Sandy
Point during the nesting season. The section is fenced off in
order to protect the nests.

Tax relief offered elderly, disabled
The assessor’s oﬃce is accepting applications by appointment
for tax relief programs for elderly and disabled homeowners.
West Haven residents can apply for the programs, based on
their 2021 incomes, weekdays from Feb. 15-May 13 in the assessor’s oﬃce on the first floor of City Hall, 355 Main St. For an
appointment, call 203-937-3515.
Income limits, including Social Security, are $46,400 for a
married couple and $38,100 for a single person.
To qualify for the West Haven senior tax freeze program, the
applicant must be age 70 by Dec. 31, 2021, and have lived in the
city for at least 20 consecutive years. The program will freeze
the city portion of the resident’s taxes only for the upcoming
year.
Income limits, excluding Social Security, are $50,000 for a
married couple and $35,000 for a single person. Those eligible
for the program must reapply each year. The assessor’s oﬃce is
also accepting applications until Oct. 1 for additional veterans
exemptions. The maximum income is $46,400 for a married applicant and $38,100 for a single. applicant.
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Westies: Devils’ nine opens year at 2-0
Continued from page20
The Green Knights also had
a golden opportunity to strike
in the first inning as Hunkele singled with one out and
Milewski reached on an error.
Gambardella escaped with a
pair of strikeouts, keeping the
game scoreless.
West Haven baseball team
opened the season in impressive fashion with a 18-0 victory over Platt Tech in the season
opener at Piurek Field in West
Haven Saturday afternoon.
Harp led the oﬀense with
four hits, three runs scored
and three runs batted in, DeSanty had three hits, two runs
scored and two runs batted in,
and Josh Trager and Coggins
each had three hits and a run
batted in. Gambardella had
two hits and drove in three
runs in the win.
Supan and Trager combined
on the 3-hit shutout as Supan
struck out five and allowed
just one hit in two innings of
work. Trager allowed two hits
and struck out three in his
three innings of work.
West Haven took control of
the game, scoring nine times
in the first inning and five
more in the second for a 14-0
lead.
Harp opened the game with
a single, DeSanty reached on
an error and Gambardella
delivered both with a triple
to right. A single by Supan
scored Gambardella, two Platt
Tech errors scored three more
runs, a single by Harp scored
another, and a single to left by
Gambardella score two more
for a 9-0 advantage.
The Westies increased the
lead in the second as Trager
tripled to score Ray Gilbert,
who reached on a walk, Corey
Coggins singled to score Trager, and Harp tripled to score
two more. When DeSanty
doubled to score Harp, West
Haven led 14-0.
The West Haven softball
team opened the season with a
7-2 victory at Sheehan of Wallingford Monday afternoon.
Mia Rubirosa went the distance in the pitching circle,
tossing a complete game, allowing four hits and two unearned runs, while walking
two and striking out eight.
Rubirosa also made significant contributions at the plate
she hit a long homer, drove
in a pair of runs and scored
twice.
Shyanne Raccio had three
hits, a run batted in, and a run
scored, while Hannah Davey,
Brianna Miller, and Paige Beurer each had a pair of hits in
the win.
West Haven took a 2-0 lead
in the first inning as Rubirosa walked, stole second and
scored on a single to center by
Melanie Jimenez. Beurer followed with a single to center,
and Raccio did the same to

score Jimenez for a 2-0 lead.
Leading 2-1, West Haven
failed to capitalize on its opportunities as the Westies
stranded a runner on third in
the third, and hit into a double
play with two on in the fourth.
The Westies took a 4-1 lead
with two runs in the sixth.

of goals. Caitlin Welch also
scored once.
Melissa Tsakonas added
three assists and Madison Lentine also picked up a helper
in the season opener. Sophia
Dorio led North Haven with
four goals.
The West Haven boys tennis

defeated Steven Mingrone and
Johann Chen 6-4, 6-3, while
third-seeded Javon Huang
and Abdourahim Mbengue
topped Foran’s Noah Held
and John Brown 5-6, 6-1, 10-8.
Foran’s top seed of Keith Pokornowski and Kyle Pokornowski topped West Haven’s

seeded Arush Puri topped
Benjamin Sager of West Haven
6-2, 4-6, 10-3.
Third-seeded Danny Ruano
of Foran defeated Brandon Sihaphong 6-0, 6-2, and fourthseeded Tristan Adorno of Foran topped Ali Hanza 6-1, 6-0.
~~~

Photos by Todd Dandelske
Catcher Corey Coggins puts the tag on an NDWH player to keep the Green Knights oﬀ the board in the Westies 2-0 win. Below -- Josh Trager triples to
right-center in the Westies opening day victory over Platt Tech.

Miller hit a two-out single to
start the rally and Rubirosa
followed with a long homer to
left.
After Sheehan got a run
back in the bottom of the inning, West Haven put the
game away with three runs in
the seventh.
Beurer led oﬀ with a single
to center, Raccio doubled to
left to put a pair in scoring position, before Beurer scored on
a passed ball, and a wild pitch
scored Raccio. Davey delivered the final run of the inning
as her single scored Juliana Petruzziello for a 7-2 lead.
The West Haven girls lacrosse team opened the season
with a 7-5 loss against North
Haven at Ken Strong Stadium
in West Haven Saturday afternoon. Despite a valiant eﬀort,
the Westies were hurt by two
late goals in the defeat.
Amber Militrano made 16
saves in the loss. The Westies
had five diﬀerent players in
the scoring column as Olyvia
O’Mara and Julia Tsakonas
each led the way with a pair

team opened the season with
a 5-2 loss at Foran Monday afternoon. West Haven’s wins
came in doubles play.
West Haven’s second seed of
Johnny Chen and Yousef Khan

Robert Vets and Eshwar Balakumar 6-0, 6-1.
Foran swept singles play as
top-seeded Ryan Purviance
defeated West Haven’s Miguel
Torres 7-5, 6-1, and second-

For all your West Haven
sporting news throughout the
year, including game articles
by Mike Madera, highlights,
photos and more, visit www.
westieblue.com.
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Young musicians have a day of firsts
By Michael O’Brien
Special to the Voice
It was a day of firsts.
On Friday, April 1st, Carrigan Intermediate School hosted its First Annual Pep Band
Rally for 5th and 6th graders,
as well as 7th graders from
Bailey Middle School. For almost all of the 230-plus young
musicians performing, this
was their first live, in-person
instrumental music performance ever. Also, for Carrigan

instrumentalists, it was the
first time they had ever assembled a full band.
“We must thank our amazing faculty, staﬀ, and administration at both buildings for
allowing us the time, support,
and freedom to orchestrate
such a huge undertaking,”
said 5th-grade Band Director,
Cassandra Marcella.
The schedule for the day allowed Bailey’s 7th Grade Band
to debut their Spring Concert

Photo by Michael O’Brien

Friday’s concert at Carrigan was the first live performance ever for many musicians.

Photos by Michael O’Brien

Demo ends ELL term
A group of 24 English Language Learning (ELL) students at
Savin Rock recently completed an after-school program where
teachers provided support to help them complete their daily
homework. The students also worked on an extracurricular
activity provided by the Family Resource Center, where they
learned about Savin Rock history and did arts and crafts with
rocks. To wrap it up, they brought in a guest speaker, Jose
Carballo, Ph.D. (left), who brought a wealth of knowledge in
robotics from his experiences as a Mechatronics Engineer in
Wilton.

WestieBlue.com

repertoire and perform it for
the 5th and 6th-grade bands.
After their performance, and
a brief recruitment video/pitch
primarily geared towards 6th
graders, all three bands performed together to record
some short ‘pep band’ style
tunes. To close out the day,
Bailey’s musicians presented a
poster signed by each member
of the 7th Grade Band to commemorate the event.
All Carrigan musicians will
sign it as well and it will hang
on display for all to see.
“So many districts lost/shut
down their music programs
during the pandemic,” added
Marcella. “In West Haven,
we were truly quite blessed

to have our central oﬃce and
Board of Education committed to keeping Fine Arts in our
schools.
“They spared no expense to
provide us with the state/CDC
recommended musician PPE,
allowing us to successfully
implement the suggested safety protocols, and to continue
instrumental music instruction safely, with very minimal
disruption.”
Rachel Mekeel, Band Director at Bailey, was instrumental in putting the Pep Rally
together. Following the state/
CDC research and recommendations, she procured the vendors for the musician-specific
PPE.

WE’RE HIRING
LOOKING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
The West Haven Community House
Join West Haven’s cornerstone social service agency providing
programs and services since 1941, including:
Head Start: Preschool program for West Haven families.
Children & Youth Services:ĞĨŽƌĞĂŶĚĂŌĞƌƐĐŚŽŽůƉƌŽŐƌĂŵĨŽƌ
ƐĐŚŽŽůͲĂŐĞĚĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶǁŚŽĂƩĞŶĚtĞƐƚ,ĂǀĞŶƉƵďůŝĐƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͘

For all your West Haven sports, visit
www.westieblue.com
Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni
Photos Videos Player of the Week WH Championship teams
Future Westies Alumni Hall of Fame WH News and Notes
Team Leaders Statistics Coaches Information Coaches Corner
And more

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site
Contact Mike Madera
Phone: (203) 530-1322
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com

During most of the 2020
summer, Mekeel designed
and sewed prototypes of the
recommended PPE, to be prepared should schools not be
able to find a vendor to massproduce them in time for the
2020-21 school year.
During the Pep Rally, Band
Directors Marcella, Mekeel,
Jacob Humerick (Bailey), and
Matthew Lupoli (Carrigan,
6th Grade) also received help
from their parent, guardian,
and alumni assistants – Miranda Burrows, Alyssa Gant,
Princess Togba, Mrs. Cappetta, Mrs. Malangone, and
Mr. and Mrs. Powers – in facilitating all of the equipment
movement.

ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶƐ͗ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂůĂŶĚĂǇ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ
ĨŽƌĂĚƵůƚƐǁŝƚŚŝŶƚĞůůĞĐƚƵĂůĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ͘

&ŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕ǀŝƐŝƚ
ǁǁǁ͘ǁŚĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŚŽƵƐĞ͘ŽƌŐŽƌ
ǁǁǁ͘ŝŶĚĞĞĚ͘ĐŽŵͬĐŵƉͬtĞƐƚͲ,ĂǀĞŶͲŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇͲ,ŽƵƐĞͲ/ŶĐ͘
>>Et,/Z^Dh^ds/Ed

NOW HIRING
&ƵůůĂŶĚWĂƌƚͲƟŵĞWŽƐŝƟŽŶƐ

ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶƐ
ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂů^ƵƉĞƌǀŝƐŽƌ
>ŝĨĞ^ŬŝůůƐŽĂĐŚĞƐ

Children & Youth Services
ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚdĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ

Head Start
&ĂŵŝůǇ^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐDĂŶĂŐĞƌ
&ĂŵŝůǇtŽƌŬĞƌ
/ŶƚĂŬĞtŽƌŬĞƌƐ
dĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ
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Audit: Business owner threatens lawsuit
Continued from page 1
all the paperwork at his disposal if he couldn’t find it,”
Carney said, showing copies
of one City Hall project particularly cited in the report.
According to Carney a bathroom rehab project, costing
$7,850, was cited as an unfinished, but paid. Carney was
asked to do the work, but COVID restrictions and asbestos
concerns have kept the project
uncompleted.
Carney showed a letter requesting when work could be
completed. He further said the
project in question was altered
by city oﬃcials during the
work, and that further slowed
down completing.
“I was given the scope of the
original job, and gave a price
of $7,850,” he said. “I never
invoiced the city or asked for
money. A few weeks later

a check, unsolicited, for the
project came to the oﬃce. I
never asked for a deposit, or
the money. It was then I sent
the letter about delays, and
asking for a time schedule for
completion.”
One other problem was an
alleged $59,000 in other work,
which Carney says goes back
to projects from 2014. He complained that no context was
given in the report, but a scenario of bad faith was the narrative.
One other problem cited was
Carney’s relationship with the
city as the head of the Building Committee and now the
ARPA Committee, overseeing American Rescue Plan Act
funds, and his former relationship with the defunct Building
Oversight Committee.
“I was taken oﬀ the Oversight Committee (which no

Monday, April 25th 5:00 - 6:30 pm
at the West Haven Library
300 Elm Street

LECTURES ON THE
HOLOCAUST:
KRISTALLNACHT
Join us for a discussion about
Kristallnacht led by Dr. William
Reszelbach
To register, contact the library at
(203) 937-4233 ext. 3 or
reference@westhavenlibrary.org

longer exists), under Mayor
O’Brien in 2016. The work I
do with the other committees
comes out in a monthly overview that I print and send out
to oﬃcials to show what has
been done so far,” he said.
“If they don’t retract these
statements, I will be filing legal action against the auditors,
and filing an Ethics Complaint
with the Department of Consumer Protection,” he said.
A letter to CohnReznick was
expected to be sent Tuesday
afternoon asking for corrections and retractions in the
report.
So far, four people have been
indicted in an alleged fraud
scheme that directed thousands of dollars into alleged
fake corporations. Besides
DiMazza, John Bernardo, a
former city oﬃcial, John Trasacco, a city businessman, and
DiMazza’s wife, Lauren Knox,
have been indicted. They are
charged with fraud and wire
fraud among other charges in
the indictment.
Last month, former city Finance Director Frank Cieplinski was fired and escorted out
of his oﬃce in City Hall. Cieplinski came under criticism by
city oﬃcials and the Municipal
Accountability Review Board
(MARB) for not implementing
internal safeguards and procedures that show transparency
of disbursals.
The lack of supporting
documentation for money
earmarked under the CARES
funding was a particular criticism of the auditors.
One of the more troubling
sections of the audit was
CohnReznick suggesting a
Tier IV status with MARB
might be necessary to get the
city to revise its procedures.
Tier IV gives the panel strict
oversight over the city’s finances, though not on a dayto-day basis.
In her statement, Rossi said
the documentation will be
found and oﬀered to the au-

Grassy Hill Auctions
$ CASH $ For Your Items!!
Always Buying
Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments
(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone
& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken
or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &
MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old
Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &
Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,
Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,
Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,
Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical
Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial
Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney
Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,
Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk
Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern
Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,
Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…
& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&
ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore
Owners
(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

diting firm, she said newly installed Finance Director Scott
Jackson and his team are moving in that direction.
“Among their first tasks will
be to provide the clarification
and supporting documentation for the expenditures that
were disallowed in the audit
due to a lack of proper documentation. I am confident that
we can significantly increase
our reimbursement for these
COVID-related expenses,” she
said.
Rossi attempted to put a
positive spin during the statement, noting the city has taken
strides in securing its financial
structure, and is in the best position it has been for years.
MARB, meanwhile, has
reviewed the audit and approved its findings, though
it was unclear at press time
what was its next move. Rossi
said she will be in consultation
with the panel.
“We do welcome the board’s
assistance and look forward
to working with its member
to continue strengthening the
city’s financial position. I will
release additional information and updates as we work
through the process,” she said.
In a second statement issued
Monday afternoon, Rossi said
some of the issues in the report are being addressed.
“I carefully reviewed the
audit report over the weekend that was submitted by
CohnReznick on Friday, April
1. I understand the outrage
from the community, and
quite honestly, I am equally
outraged. This is embarrassing to West Haven.
“Proper financial controls
have been a problem and ignored in our city for decades.
I have made a real eﬀort and
some progress on improving the city’s control structure, but, admittedly, not fast
enough. I take full responsibility as mayor, but at the same
time, I make the commitment
to our residents that I will

make any needed changes and
will facilitate the implementation of any additional financial
controls necessary to ensure
that something like this never
happens again.
“Some of the issues in the
audit report have already
been addressed, and we will
be drafting and implementing
additional controls to satisfy
the other noted deficiencies
soon.
A scheduled meeting with
the MARB on Tuesday was to
address some of the changes
implemented.
“I have a meeting with the
MARB (Tuesday), where we
will discuss a comprehensive correction plan — to not
only institute additional controls but submit the necessary
documentation to validate the
COVID-19 expenditures that
were not approved for reimbursement.
“In the end, I believe the
city will qualify and receive
reimbursement for most of
the COVID-19-related expenditures incurred. Finance Director Scott D. Jackson will be
addressing the City Council
at its next meeting to update
members on immediate steps
taken and my corrective action
plan moving forward.”
Meanwhile, the Republican
Town Committee came out
with a statement Monday evening, decrying what it called a
lack of leadership.
“After
reviewing
the
CohnReznick Forensic Audit
dated 4/1/2022, we are outraged and angered with the
findings. Those funds were
meant to go to our own fellow
Westies who were suﬀering
and needed it most during a
diﬃcult time. This is a clear result of lack of leadership, oversight, and accountability. Our
city government has violated
our trust again! All individuals named in this report must
take a leave of absence pending the results of the investigation,” the statement read.
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Legal Notices
LE G A L NOTICE

LE G A L NOTICE

A certified list(s)of party selected candidates for the Democratic Party
in the Town of West Haven for participation as DELEGATES to the
convention(s)of said Party specified below is on file in my office at
355 Main Street, West Haven, Connecticut and copies are available for
public distribution:

A certified list(s)of party selected candidates for the Republican Party
in the Town of West Haven for participation as DELEGATES to the
convention(s)of said Party specified below is on file in my office at
355 Main Street, West Haven, Connecticut and copies are available for
public distribution:

CONVENTION (S)

CONVENTION (S)

3rd Congressional District
10th State Senate
14th State Senate
115th State Assembly
116th State Assembly
117th State Assembly

3rd Congressional District
10th State Senate
14th State Senate
115th State Assembly
116th State Assembly
117th State Assembly

Patricia C. Horvath
Town Clerk of West Haven

Patricia C. Horvath
Town Clerk of West Haven

Around Town
Kite event honors Ziada
The second annual Kite Event hosted by the First
Congregational Church of West Haven will be held
on Saturday, April 16 at 1 p.m. The event will take
place on the lawn in front of Savin Rock on Captain
Thomas Boulevard by the Conference Center.
Kites and Face Painting are FREE. Fried Dough
Pizza by Franco’s.
Please join us in celebrating the Memory of John
(Johnny Z) Ziada. Donations are welcomed and all
proceeds to benefit the John Ziada Family Education
Fund.
For further information: info@fccwesthaven.org.

WH butler to speak
Former White House butler Alan DeValerio will
give a presentation at the West Haven Senior Center
in the Johnson Community Center on April 21.
WHSC members will get the inside scoop from

bsg

DeValerio on the preparations for entertaining at
the White House, including how the functions have
evolved from the administration of President Franklin D. Roosevelt to the Biden administration.
The 45-minute presentation is set for 10 a.m. at 201
Noble St. and will include a Q&A session.
For reservations, call (203) 937-3507 or register at
the senior center by April 18. Seating is limited.

‘Opera Rara’ hosts benefit
Sir Charles Productions, and the Church of the
Holy Spirit present “Opera Rara,” a benefit concert
for the The West Haven Emergency Alliance Task
Force (WHEAT), at the Church of the Holy Spiri, 28
Church St., on April 9 at 7:30 p.m.
Arias and duets from rarely heard operas by Monteverdi, Cavalli, Mozart, Bizet, Korngold, Lehar,
Floyd, and Moore as sung by soprano Vicki Revere,
tenor Thomas Heilman and accompanied by Eric
Trudel.

The program includes: La Didoneby by Cavalli; La
Finta Giardiniera by Mozart; Carmen by Bizet; Die tote
Stadt by Korngold; Susanna by Floyd; The Ballad of
Baby Doe by Moore, Der Czarevitch by Lehar, and The
Coronation of Poppeia by Monteverdi.
Suggested donation is $20 per person at the door,
but all are welcome despite ability to pay.
The venue is wheelchair accessible, and vaccination is required. To find out more, contact sircharlesproductionsltd@gmail.com, or call (203) 691-7841,

Stamp Club meets Tuesdays
The New Haven Stamp Club has a stamp club
meeting every Tuesday at 7:15 p.m. at 62 Clark
Road in North Haven.
There is also a coin and stamp show at the Annex Club, 554 Woodward Ave., New Haven, on
the 4th Sunday of every month from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. All are welcome.

BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

GB Masonry

184 Campbell A ve
West H aven, CT 06516

Fred A. Messore, CIREC, GRI, SFR
Senior Vice President

203 -93 4-3 100
emmettsautoct.
com

Stone Walls * Sidewalks * Pavers
Chimneys * Brickwork * Flagstone
Stone Siding * Stucco
Fully Insured -- Quality Work!
17 years E xperience
Jimmy-- 203 -206-1159
gbmasonrystone@ gmail.
com

Tel: 203.795.8060 x26
Fax: 203.795.8046
Cell: 203.988.6298
fred@colprop.com
Seniors Free!

Classified
Thursday, April 7, 2022

CA LL YOUR AVON LA DY
Looking for Avon?
Call Phyllis Franco,
(203)932-9367,
And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience
Friendly service.
FOR RE NT
H arborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.
Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area
$695/month, includes off-street
parking, Use of penthouse meeting room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview.
(203 )93 2-6455.
Fran x 3 01
G UTTE R CLE A NING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor
repairs, tree work, hedgetrimming,
power
washing,
Insured. Free estimates. Call
(475)238-2199.
H OME IMPROVE ME NT
Repairs -- Walls and ceilings,
sheetrock, carpentry. Free estimates. Insured HC#0647093. Bill
(203)901-2136.

John’s Lawn Cutting
203 -508-3 659
Call for estimate!
VE NDING MA CH INE S
Various vending machine, stand
alone w/change maker, wall machine, medication vending. Countertop humidors for cigar sales.
Call for prices at 203-687-1201

SITUATIONS WA NTE D
Seamstress, over 30 years’
experience. Can do everything,
pants, suits, dresses, gowns, etc.
Reasonable rates. Call Debbie,
(203)908-5050
For Sale
Clipper Creek Level-2
Car Charger
Model:0922-00-004
H CS-50P Plug-in, 40A , L2
E VSE , 240V, NE MA 14-50
$ 675 for immediate pickup in
West H aven.
Call 203 -93 7-6400,
PLUMBING PROBLE MS? ? ?
Leaky pipes, Leaky Faucets,
Leaky Showers, RunningToilet,
Leaky Toilet, Drain Cleaning,
Leaky Hot Water Heater, Gardbage Disposals, Dryer/Washers,
Laundry Lines, Dishwasher Lines,
30 gal. Gas, or 40 gal. Electric
Water Heaters, Baseboard Installations and Repairs, Gas Stoves,
FULL PLUMBING REPAIR SERVICES, 24/7 days a week at (203)
584-6868.
HELP WANTED
Babysitter is needed in West
Haven mornings. The child is 10
years of age. Person hired needs
to drop the child oﬀ to school each
day. Will be dropped oﬀ at your
house at 6:30 a.m., and pick the
child up after school. Child must
be at bus stop at 8:15, dropped oﬀ
at 12:30. Salary negotiable. Call
Carnell Artis, 203-257-0248.
HELP WANTED
House Cleaner part-time. $15/hour.
Transportation if needed. Call Joe,
203-508-3672.

PATRICIA’S CLEANING
SERVICE
Clean house and apartments
and oﬃce. One-day service, moving in or moving out. Thirty-plus
years experience. Excellent service and references. If interested,
contact Patricia, 203-982-8239.
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Tax Service

More changes in tax laws aﬀect your 2021 taxes.
Let me help you get your refunds
Over 40 years’ experience preparing taxes in a
professional, timely, and cost-eﬃcient manner.
No waiting with pick-up or drop-oﬀ service
Call Bill at (203 )93 4-9525.

SE E KING NE W STUDE NTS
Grammy-nominated musician/
piano teacher Judy Pancoast now
accepting new students to start
in September in West Haven. All
ages. Email mamanook@comcast.net for all the details.

West H aven E lk’s Lodge
H all Rentals
150 person capacity.
Low Prices.
Bar and Kitchen
facilities available.
G reat for all functions.
Free Parking.
203 -671-43 22 /203 -93 3 -153 7
PIA NO LE SSONS
BY COMPUTE R
Since 1992, in your home
when we can.
Beginners welcome,
reasonable rates.
Details, References.
In West Haven: 203-479-4467

Answers
to last issue·s
puzzles

April 7, 2022
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Spring openers
Right top -- No. 12 Hunter Messina levels his opponent
to jar the ball loose against Westhill. Right middle -- No 27
Brian Carew defends for the Blue Devils against the Westhill
Vikings. Below-- Gianni Gambardella throws a complete
game shutout defeating NDWH, 2-0 Monday. Meanwhile
No. 2 Madison Lentine races up the field against the North
Haven Nighthawks.

Youth lacrosse opens
The West Haven Lacrosse 5/6 team opened it season with a
split of road games last weekend.
Saturday, the Blue Devils travelled to Redding and dropped
a 7-6 game against a tough Relax 5/6 team. Rocco Kelly scored
4 goals for the Westies. Charlie Gunning and Danny Moll each
added a goal. Jeremiah McGrath was outstanding in net to
keep the game within reach. Shea Outhavong, Ryan Walsh and
Anthony Dimeglio accounted for assists in the game.
On Sunday, the Westies got in the win column with a 7-5 come
from behind win over Watertown 5/6. After falling behind 4-1,
the Westies got three goals apiece from Kelly and Gunning to
take the lead. Matt Ciccosanti buried the final goal of the day.
Cody Young had two assists for the Westies. The Westies were
led on the back end by Nick Ciccosanti, Ellis Cortes, Danny
Slubowski and AJ Farrell.

Sports
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Westie squads open the season
It may be early in the season, but it is never too early to kick
start the rivalry in the Battle of West Haven.
The calendar may have said April, but Monday afternoon’s
contest between West Haven and cross-town rival Notre Dame
had a postseason feel from the start.
In the end, it was all about pitching as West Haven’s Gianni
Gambardella tossed a complete-game five-hitter, striking out 11
as West Haven topped the Green Knights 2-0 at Quigley Stadium in West Haven.
“Gianni was so sharp,” West Haven coach Ron Luneau said
after his team improved to 2-0 on the year. “He really does look
like all that he is built to be. He’s a very, very good high school
pitcher. He’s a great high school baseball player. Let me tell you
about the type of kid Gianni is. We gave him the game ball, but
he gave it to Ray Gilbert because he said he saved him twice.”
Gambardella was on his game from the start, throwing 87
pitches, 62 for strikes. When the senior commit to Maine was
not getting outs by way of strikeout, he relied on his defense
which came up with several big plays throughout the contest.
The West Haven defense helped thwart a pair of Notre Dame
rallies, denying at least a pair of potential runs in the fourth
inning.
Trailing 1-0, Notre Dame’s Kevin Milewski led oﬀ with a
single and Justin Coppola followed with a double to left. West
Haven left fielder Ray Gilbert fired a strike to third baseman
Dylan Supan as the cutoﬀ, and Supan tagged out Milewski,
who rounded third too far, for the first out.
“This is a huge win to start the season,” Gambardella said.
“Everyone was making plays out in the field. Hats oﬀ to them
in the field, a lot of great plays. We did the small things hittingwise to score runs. Everyone was producing.”
With two outs, Ryan Cotjanle singled to left and Gilbert’s
throw home to catcher Corey Coggins nipped Coppola at the
plate to keep West Haven on top 1-0.
“We have to score when we have opportunities,” Notre Dame
coach Don Martone said after his team fell to 0-2. “We have to
make the routine plays. We did not do that today.”
The Green Knights never threatened again, getting only a
one-out single by Nick Hunkele in the sixth the rest of the way.
Gambardella finished his masterpiece with a pair of strikeouts
and a fly out to end the game.
“I think Gilbert did a great job in left field,” Luneau said. “He
was making throws. (Dylan) Supan put a tag on and our catcher
did a great job putting tags on. I thought defensively we made
the plays and that was the diﬀerence in the game.”
After stranding the bases loaded in the first inning, West Haven took a 1-0 lead in the second oﬀ Hunkele, who also pitched
well, going five innings, allowing three hits and striking out
seven, while walking five.
With two outs, freshman Evan Jones worked a walk, K.J.
Harp was hit by a pitch, and Ty DeSanty singled to load the
bases. Gambardella then walked to force in Jones with the only
run the Westies needed.
“That game was a great game,” Luneau said. “They did a
great job on the mound themselves. They are good pitchers
themselves. We hung in there. Gianni hung in there. I always
feel comfortable if we can get two or three runs with him on
the mound and I know going into every game with him on the
mound, we have a chance to win.”
The Westies left a pair of runners on in each of the third and
fourth innings, before adding an insurance run in the seventh.
Gambardella led oﬀ with a walk, moved to second on a sacrifice by Supan, and third on a single to left by Gilbert. Damian
Gazzaneo reached on an error to plate Gambardella for a 2-0
lead.
“I thought (Hunkele) pitched well,” Martone said. “It is a new
team and a new year. We are learning and we may have growing pains. We have to execute.”
See Westies, page 14
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Ray Gilbert celebrates his throw
from rightfield to cut
down a Notre Dame
runner at the plate in
his team’s 2-0 victory,
Monday. Emma Walker drives around a
North Haven defender
in the Westies opener
on Saturday, lost 7-5
by the locals.
See
more pictures on page
19, and more details
on page 14.

