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By Michael P.Walsh
Special to the Voice
Vietnam veteran Emery Linton, Sr. 

will serve as grand marshal of the city’s 
Memorial Day parade when it steps off  
at 10:30 a.m. May 30. 

Linton, 73, will lead the 40-unit pro-
cession of veterans, dignitaries and 
bands along the 1.5-mile parade route, 
which follows Campbell Avenue from 
Captain Thomas Boulevard to Center 
Street. 

A decorated Army veteran who 
served a tour of duty in the Vietnam 
War, he embraced the honor with typi-
cal grace and humility. 

“I’m honored they asked me to serve 
as grand marshal,” said Linton, refer-

ring to the West Haven Veterans Coun-
cil, which helps the city organize the 
annual parade. 

Linton said he accepted the honor 
during a recent phone call from Veter-
ans Council President Dave Ricci and 
other members. 

“I said, ‘What are you crazy,’” joked 
Linton, moments before thanking 
them. “Anything they do, I try to help 
them out with.” 

Linton was tapped by the Veterans 
Council for his years of service to the 
military, his fellow vets and his com-
munity, the latt er of which is perhaps 
the cornerstone of the qualifi cations for 
grand marshal, Ricci said. 

“Emery Linton has been a longtime 

resident of West Haven and has made 
great sacrifi ces to protect us and to 
protect this country,” Mayor Nancy R. 
Rossi said. “I am proud that he is serv-
ing as grand marshal of our Memorial 
Day parade, as he is the epitome of 
what we are coming together to cele-
brate: sacrifi ce, service and an undying 
commitment to one’s country. 

“I am grateful for those like Emery 
who are willing to serve as community 
leaders, and I would like to express my 
gratitude for all veterans, whether they 
have served or are currently serving.” 

This year’s edition of southern Con-
necticut’s oldest and largest Memorial 
Day parade has no rain date and will 

See Parade, page 15EMERY LINTON, SR

Vietnam vet set to lead annual march
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Commencement!
The University of New Haven celebrated Commencement, Saturday, with the Class of 2022 
taking center stage. Parents, faculty, alums and friends took part in the traditional ceremony, 
which saw bachelor’s and advanced degrees awarded to students.

Rossi defends
city to Lamont

 Mayor Nancy R. Rossi has sent a lett er to Gov. Ned Lamont 
defending West Haven’s fi scal management while pledging to 
cooperate with the state Municipal Accountability Review Board 
“to improve and strengthen the city’s fi nancial operations.” 

On April 14, the MARB voted to recommend advancing the 
city to Tier IV, the highest level of state oversight allowed under 
the MARB by state statute.  The fi nal decision is up to Lamont, 
who was expected at press time to agree with the panel.

In her lett er, she recounted the decisions that led to the estab-
lishment of the MARB for the city as shee took offi  ce.

“Within my fi rst week on the job, I was summoned to a meet-
ing with former (state Offi  ce of Policy and Management) Secre-
tary Benjamin Barnes, who informed me that West Haven would 
come under the oversight of the newly created MARB,” Rossi 
said in the May 11 lett er to Lamont. “The reasoning was the defi -
cit bonding by my predecessor, former Mayor Ed O’Brien, in the 
amount of about $18 million. Along with defi cit bonding, the 
prior administration ran consecutive operating budget defi cits 
causing the fund balance defi cit to balloon from $7.8 million in 
2013 to more than $18 million in 2017.” 

“Everything was broken in West Haven,” Rossi said. 
See Rossi, page 8
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On this Date

The artist known as Chase S, a fi rst grader in the Forest 
School/West Haven Community House After-School Program. 
He sees warm weather and fl owers popping out all over.

1963 -- Martin Luther King’s 
Lett er from Birmingham 
Jail is published.King used 
the open lett er to defend his 
nonviolent resistance against 
racism and segregation. It be-
came one of the central texts 
for the civil rights movement 
in the United States.

1962 --Marilyn Monroe per-
forms her famous rendition 
of Happy Birthday. Monroe 
gave her sultry performance, 
which was to be her last, at a 
party for U.S. President John 
F. Kennedy. The two are be-
lieved to be having an aff air.

1959 -- The North Vietnam-
ese Army begins organizing 
the Ho Chi Minh trail. Ac-
cording to the U.S. National 
Security Agency (NSA), the 
system of supply routes used 
by the “Vietcong” was “one 
of the greatest achievements 
of military engineering of the 
20th century.”

1919 -- Mustafa Kemal 
Atatürk sets off  the Turkish 
War of Independence. The 
fi ght against the allies of the 
Triple Entente ended some 
four years later. 

1743 -- Jean-Pierre Chris-
tin invents the Celsius ther-
mometer. The centigrade tem-
perature scale is used by most 
countries around the world. 
Exceptions include the United 
State, Belize, and Palau.

$28K donation funds
scholarship for 14 years

From left, Douglas J. Ruickoldt and his father, Doug “the 
Rake” Ruickoldt, present a $28,000 check on behalf of the West 
Haven Breast Cancer Awareness Program to West Haven High 
School Principal Dana Paredes on May 6 to benefi t the Susan 
A. Ruickoldt Scholarship Fund as Mayor Nancy R. Rossi and 
committ ee member Beth A. Sabo look on. The donation will 
support the scholarship fund for the next 14 years, said Sabo, 
adding that money raised at the annual Dubel’s Golf Tourna-
ment will further benefi t the fund. The Ruickoldts thanked 
and praised Sabo for her unwavering commitment to the 
Breast Cancer Awareness Program, including collecting more 
than $700,000 for breast cancer research and education.
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UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAVEN 

DENTAL CENTER

A Partner in the Community

We offer reduced cost dental services  
to the West Haven community, including:

• Adult and child cleanings

• Blood pressure screenings

• Oral cancer screenings

• Periodontal disease screening

• Cavity screening

• Patient education

• X-rays

• Pit & fissure sealants

• Scaling and root planing 

APPOINTMENT FEES
Adult: $30

Seniors (62 and above), Children (14 and under)  

and U.S. Military Veterans: $20

University of New Haven Students: $10

No insurance needed

CONTACT
To make an appointment with a student Dental Hygienist, 

please call (203) 931-6028. 

Appointments are available Tuesdays and Thursdays  

from 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. or 1:15 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

University of New Haven Dental Center 

419 Boston Post Road, West Haven CT 06516

Rossi threatens Haven developer with fine
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Mayor Nancy R. Rossi said 

the city is considering fi ning 
The Haven developer for not 
cleaning up and maintaining 
the properties it owns along 
Water Street as part of the 
long-planned luxury outlet 
center. 

Rossi’s warning came dur-
ing an “emergency” meeting 
with city and public safety 
offi  cials at the Water Street 
project site May 6 to discuss 

options for holding the devel-
oper, Simon Premium Outlets 
of Morristown, New Jersey, re-
sponsible for the area’s rise in 
blight and traffi  c issues since 
the street’s temporary closure 
for The Haven’s demolition 
phase two years ago. 

The temporary closure, ap-
proved by the city’s Board of 
Police Commissioners, was 
expected to pave the way for 
the demolition of several ex-
isting commercial buildings 
acquired by the developer as 

part of The Haven South Mu-
nicipal Development Plan. 
The area is composed of 55 
properties bounded by First 
Avenue, Elm Street, Water 
Street, Center Street, Richards 
Place, Main Street and Bay-
view Place. 

While some buildings have 
been razed since April 27, 
2020, The Haven Development 
Co. has yet to submit plans to 
the city to build the proposed 
$200 million, 261,182-square-
foot waterfront development. 

The development company 
is led by John P. Dionis, Si-
mon’s vice president of devel-
opment, and Matt  Armstrong, 
the executive vice president of 
The Haven Group LLC, based 
in Dallas. 

During the morning meet-
ing, which included an inspec-
tion of Water Street, Rossi said 

the city has not heard from the 
developer in more than three 
months, despite repeated calls 
to Dionis by city offi  cials to 
discuss blight and traffi  c con-
cerns. 

The meeting was att ended 
by Rossi Executive Assistant 
Louis P. Esposito Jr., City 

See Water Street, page 13

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2006045

Happy New Year, 
neighbors.

I wish all my neighbors 
a healthy, happy and safe 
New Year. Here’s to this 
year bringing you nothing 
but the best. 

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516
Bus: 203-932-0591

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

From left, West Haven Planning Director Christopher Soto, Mayor Nancy R. Rossi, Execu-
tive Assistant Louis P. Esposito Jr. and Public Works Commissioner Tom J. McCarthy inspect 
the Water Street area of The Haven development for blight violations during an emergency 
meeting May 6. The city is considering fi ning the project developer for not cleaning up and 
maintaining the properties it owns along Water Street, which is temporarily closed, as part of 
the long-planned luxury outlet center. 
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As we head into the fi nal 
days of May – and it fi nally gits 
warm around here – things in 
our litt le corner of the universe 
are really popping, both good 
and bad. And we have many, 
many things to talk about, 
honeybunch.

The foist thing is a lett er 
that Cobina received from 
Christine Sullivan of the Eco-
nomic Development Com-
mish. She has been good in 
two ways: she facilitates the 
semi-regular feature, “Hidden 
Gems,” which highlights busi-
nesses in town; and she is not 
afraid to let people know how 
she thinks things are going – 
something almost unheard of 
hereabouts.

Tennyrate, she has been on 
the “Savin Rock Museum” 
caper and sent a missive this 
way:

“There appears to be, quite 
frankly, litt le to no interest in 
our litt le burg in maintaining 

the Savin Rock Museum. Be-
cause the museum was never 
run to potential, and then 
closed (pre-pandemic) for 
years, no one misses it. Any-
one with a modicum of inter-
est, or perhaps more, such as 
the historical society, are just 
thankful that some artifacts 
will still be visible and looking 
beyond that to the positives 
of the brewery; the museum 
is lost in the shuffl  e. It is now 
prett y plainly admitt ed --de-
spite some information which 
purports to be more or less the 
real deal -- that this will in no 
way be a museum, that it will 
be “a display”.

“Any criticism of losing 
even a down-on-its-luck mu-
seum (“It was never really a 
museum”) is taken as criticism 
of the New England Brew-
ing Company, which it defi -
nitely is not. The brewery is 
a boon for economic develop-
ment and welcomed. It is un-

fortunate that its kind off er to 
display some of the artifacts is 
paradoxically the cause of the 
issue at hand. According to 
Marty Juliano of NEBCO, they 
did consider building a sepa-
rate building for the museum, 
but parking considerations 
made that impossible - that 
would have been preferable, 
alas.

“As NEBCO wasn’t able to 
showcase the items except in 
a high-traffi  c area, those re-
sponsible should have at least 
considered any opportunity 
to move the museum, to reju-
venate it, to make it a vibrant 
museum that worked with 
schools and the community. 
As you noted to “Felicia”, 
why did it have to be one or 
the other? Why couldn’t we 
have the brewery and keep 
the museum?  But it turns out 
it doesn’t matt er, because no 
one cares. That’s where the 
criticism lies.

“Meanwhile it’s been men-
tioned that when the Tran-
sit Oriented District fi nally 
builds housing on Hood Ter-
race, the Veterans’ Museum 
will be in the same boat -- ac-
tually a worse boat, as I don’t 
think they’ll be displaying 
any of those articles in apart-
ment or condo lobbies. Along 
with plentiful fi re department 
memorabilia as well as other 
West Haven history artifacts 
being farmed out from the 

Savin Rock Museum (there’s 
some confusion as to whether 
they have been distributed or 
have yet to be -- and there’s 
still the matt er of The Lost 
Cannon), our history is in dan-
ger of slowly disappearing 
and with it opportunities for 
community involvement and 
economic development.. The 
city needs to keep this in mind 
and prepare - show some vi-
sion for the future. How do 
you think that will turn out?”

That fi nal question is a real 
zinger, but a good one. How, 
indeed? Just one thing, why 
does this eff ort have to be a 
criticism of one thing in favor 
of t’other? Why is everything 
either/or? Can’t it be both? 
Politicians like to pit issues as 
either/or. They don’t necessar-
ily hafta be. More on this in 
coming missives, hon.

~~~
Nelly Nuthatch came by and is 

really impressed by the fack that 
Herroner has had it up to her bi-
cuspids with the Haven develop-
ers. As yew know, some type of 
negotiations have been going on 
with the Simon Group, the de-
velopers, to git a timeline/idea of 
what in blazes is being planned 
and when to expect it. To say the 
developers have played things 
close to the vest is a joke.

Soooo, now Herroner is gon-
na play a bit o’ hardball. Good! 
Maybe it will git the developers 
to fi sh or cut bait. She’s ready to 
fi ne them for blight cuz they are 
working at a snail’s pace to get 
the buildings razed over there, 
and have yet to fi le a plan with 
the city.

Also, she is thinking seriously 
of reopening Water Street at 
least for the summer to allevi-
ate the traffi  c over there. Anyone 
who has been traveling on First 
Avenue toward El-em Street 
knows what she’s talking about. 
It’s backed up for three blocks at 
least on any given day, and worse 
during rush hour. Cobina don’t 
wanna be a Gloomy Gus, but me-
thinks the slow-walking of this 
projeck is a portend of the thing 
being dumped. Shopping centers 
– even upscale ones – are not do-
ing well. The one in Norwalk is a 
good example. It’s doing OK, but 
the traffi  c over there ain’t what 
people thought it would be by a 
long shot. And, that is Fairfi eld 
County, where everything is up-
scale. We shall see how this tran-
spires.

~~~
Of course, the big news ev-

eryone is anticipating is the 
city going to Tier IV with the 
Municipal Accountability Re-
view Board (MARB). Watch 
what happens after the ink 
dries on Gov. Ned Lamont’s 
order. Things in this burg are 
gonna be much diff erent, and 
what happens over the next 
few weeks and months will 
keep our ink supplier happy.

The descent to Tier IV has 

been long in coming, and the 
second time the city will be 
in virtual receivership by the 
state in 30 years. The board 
will have virtual control over 
everything budgetary – and 
contractual – so it is gonna be 
very interesting to see what 
transpires in that regard. The 
unions in town may or may 
not be happy with the out-
comes.

It’s not gonna be a happy 
time here. Taxes will go up, 
probably, at the whim of the 
board, and whilst the mayor 
and a representative will be on 
the panel, the outsiders will 
make all the decisions. They 
haven’t showed much respect 
for the taxpayers heretofore. 
There is litt le to make us think 
they’ll respect us going for-
ward.

~~~
Well, Sammy Bluejay was there 

the night the City Council did its 
duty and fi nalized the budget. 
The package stays perty much 
the $168.3 million the mayor’s of-
fi ce sent to the body, but they did 
some jiggling around with the 
fi ggers, and got the city outt a a 
potential problem by taking away 
raises for elected offi  cials that was 
in the plan. Remember, the raises 
can only be for the next term, not 
the current one.

Sooo, after that was done, the 
city will have its package begin-
ning July 1. Let’s just hope that 
the above-mentioned MARB 
doesn’t decide to reopen the plan 
and make its own mix of things.

~~~
Our ole buddy Ed Granfi eld 

must be snickering. Ever since 
the stuff  hit the fan about the 
city’s spending practices and 
Tier IV being almost inevita-
ble, some politicos in the city 
have taken a new gander at 
the plan the Charter Revision 
Commish put together two 
years ago, and was narrowly 
defeated by the voters. 

Now that things are in dire 
straits, some of the revisions 
are being looked at afresh, 
with an eye toward gett ing 
more professional people in-
volved in the day-to-day op-
erations of the city. Hmmm-
mm. Now don’tcha think that 
Granfi eld and John Carrano, 
who spearheaded the two-
year process, are chortling at 
the fack some of the same po-
liticos who pooh-poohed the 
idea of the overhaul are now 
looking at the document with 
less-jaundiced eyes?  Remem-
ber, the politicos determined 
they were against it – more 
because it changed the rules of 
the game from what they were 
used to. Now with things go-
ing to Hades in a wicker bas-
ket, they wanna take another 
look. Granfi eld and Carrano 
must be snickering in their la-
gers.

Mitt  luff  und kizzez,

Dear Felicia

Cobina
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Gripe Vine Readers:
I have received quite a few 

pothole complaints and have 
directed these to the coun-
cil person representing your 
district. Occasionally, they 
are ignored, and I must send 
a second request for a follow 
up. There are occasions when 
a district council person will 
indicate in their response that 
they have passed this request 
on for assistance. That’s it! 
Usually, there is no solution 
received by Gripe Vine to in-
dicate that this complaint has 
been att ended to by a city rep-
resentative and that the prob-
lem had been solved. I also 
must rely on the individuals 
complaining to get back to me 
indicating their problem had 
been solved by the city.

Here’s an example: Council-
man Robert Bruneau received 
a gripe from a reader, “Some-
one tried to fi ll potholes here 
on Highland and Sawmill 
Road but only fi lled them half-
way. Others they missed com-
pletely and there are causing 
cracks in the pavement. They 
look like a war-pocked drive-
way stip. Please fi x it.”

I forwarded it to the appro-
priate council persons and did 
receive a reply from Council-
man Robert Bruneau who re-
plied, ”Thank you for reach-
ing out. I will notify Public 
Works to get this handled.” 

To update my readers who 
submitt ed streets with similar 
problems, I heard from resi-
dents on the following streets: 
Greta, Meloy Road, Highland, 
Sawmill, Savin, Church Street, 
and Campbell. I have forward-

ed these streets to the Public 
Works Works Department for 
repair.

I like to see solutions and, 
obviously, I wasn’t too happy 
with the lack of responses I 
called Public Works and was 
off ered an explanation of why 
these potholes were not fi lled. 
Evidently, there was a delivery 
delay of a special ingredient to 
assure a satisfactory solution 
in the process of fi lling these 
potholes. I will be looking for 
my readers responses on this 
pothole problem.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

You helped me many times 
in the past. Not sure who I 
should call about the street 
sign on Cold Spring Road 
which is dangling. 

GW 
Dear GW:

I left a message at the West 
Haven Police Department. 
Has the sign been reatt ached? 
Please let me know gripevine-
4wh@aol.com.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

“The handicap ramps were 
all done last year, but the 
problem is I live on the corner 
Chin Clift Trail) and when the 
city built the ramps to require-
ments, it made the sidewalk 
drop a foot so now the grade 
is steeper than it was. I have 
my 90-year-old father-in-law 
living with me and is wheel-
chair-bound and to push a 
250-pound man up the side-
walk is tough.”

ME
Dear ME:

Steven Johnstone, Council-
man for your district was con-
tacted regarding your handi-

cap sidewalk drop. He replied, 
“I will look into it. I can’t 
promise it will be right away 
with everything going on with 

the budget and ARPA, but I 
will look into it….no promises 
but eff ort.”
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

I visited the beach (dated 
April 7) this morning with my 
daughter to pick up some of 
the trash, nothing out of the 
ordinary. We were picking up 
the trash behind the wooden 
fence along one of the wood 
bridges that leads to the beach 
and was picking up numerous 
nip bott les and beer cans and 
that was when I noticed the 
sleeping bags and clothes un-
der the bridge.”

Caring for the Environment
Dear Caring:

Thank you for your cleanup 

eff orts. I notifi ed your District 
Councilman Meli Garthwait 
of your discovery of homeless 
encamping. I also notifi ed the 
mayor’s offi  ce as well.
Gripe Vine Readers:

Gripe Vine received a com-
plaint of lights being out on 
the Green. Let me know if they 
have been turned on yet. The 
city has been made aware of 
this complaint.

~~~
Send your gripes, issues or 

comments to gripevine4wh@
aol.com Please include your 
name, address and phone 
number. This information is 
kept in strict confi dence with 
me.

ELEANORE TURKINGTON
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Burials ~  Cremation  ~  Pre Planning 

Keenan Funeral Home 

238 Elm Street, West Haven        330 Notch Hill Road, North Branford 

                  (203) 933-1217                  (203) 481-3217 

Serving New Haven County &  the Shoreline Communities for over 100 years 

At Keenan Funeral Home we work with ever  family’s budget to 
give your loved one the dig ified memorial they deser e. 

www.keenanfuneralhome.com   wecare@keenanfuneralhome.com 

     Live st eaming available 
cost   at no additional  

Philip M. Appell 

Funeral Director & Managing Partner 

phil.appell@carriageservices.com 

The West Haven Senior Center will off er a bus trip Aug. 3 to the 
Newport Playhouse in Newport, Rhode Island. 

The trip includes lunch and the suspenseful comedy “Murder at the 
Howard Johnson’s,” a love triangle set in a Howard Johnson’s motor 
lodge involving a woman, her lover and her husband. 

The trip costs $125 and includes transportation, admission, lunch 
and all gratuities. Payment is due June 24.  For reservations, call (203) 
937-3507 or register at the senior center, 201 Noble St., upper level. 

The bus will depart at 8:45 a.m. from the Savin Rock Conference 
Center parking lot, 6 Rock St., and leave at 5 p.m. from Newport. 

Newport Playhouse trip set
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Scalia was right -- again!
By Rich Lowry
Synidcated Columnist
Justice Antonin Scalia was 

among the most prescient Su-
preme Court justices in Amer-
ican history, and the fi restorm 
over the leak of Justice Samuel 
Alito’s draft opinion overturn-
ing Roe is a reminder of it.

In Planned Parenthood of 
Southeastern Pennsylvania 
v. Casey, the 1992 Supreme 
Court decision upholding 
(and amending) Roe v. Wade, 
the justices in the majority be-
lieved that they could sett le 
once and for all the dispute 
over abortion.

Scalia thought this was out-
landishly wrongheaded and 
said so in a dissent that looks 
farsighted 30 years later. Not 
only did the Court fail to calm 
the political waters on abor-
tion, it made itself central to 
the political and moral argu-
ment over the issue.

If there’s any doubt about 
that, consider the security 
fencing reminiscent of the 
days after January 6 that is 
now going up around the Su-
preme Court building. Con-
sider the left-wing group plan-
ning protests at the homes of 
conservative justices. Consid-
er the proposal from Sen. John 
Cornyn of Texas that justices 
get 24/7 security details.

It’s extraordinary that now, 
at the very least, the whiff  of 

physical intimidation is part 
of the Court’s deliberations on 
Roe.

Scalia might be surprised by 
that, but not that abortion has 
remained a point of conten-
tion over the decades, despite 
the Court’s preposterous be-
lief that it could make itself the 
fi nal arbiter. 

In his dissent in Casey, Sca-
lia analogized the Court’s ju-
risprudence on abortion to its 
decision in Dred Scott  v. Sand-
ford, the notorious 1857 case 
in which the Court denied the 
petition of a slave named Dred 
Scott  for freedom.

The Court issued a sweeping 
decision, declaring unconsti-
tutional the Missouri Compro-
mise of 1820 that had banned 
slavery north of latitude 36 
degrees 30’ in the Louisiana 
Purchase. It did this, in part, 
because it thought it could 
forge a sett lement on slavery 
that had eluded the political 
branches.

Instead, the Chief Justice 
Roger Taney made himself in-
famous for a decision that, like 
Roe and Casey, was wrongly 
decided, that entrenched and 
extended a profound social 
wrong, that short-circuited 
democratic decision-making, 
and that utt erly failed to create 
political and social peace. 

The decision was immedi-
ately excoriated by opponents 

of slavery in the harshest pos-
sible terms. They called into 
question its legitimacy and 
indeed the legitimacy of the 
Court itself. Serious and sober-
minded men like Abraham 
Lincoln and William Seward 
advanced conspiracy theories 
for how the Court could have 
arrived at such an atrocious 
place. (There were indeed im-
proprieties around the Court’s 
deliberations.)

Scalia invoked a portrait of 
Roger Taney at Harvard Law 
School by the great painter 
Emanuel Leutz e in 1859. “He 
sits,” Scalia wrote, “facing the 
viewer and staring straight 
out. There seems to be on his 
face, and in his deep-set eyes, 
an expression of profound 
sadness and disillusionment.” 
Scalia imagined him despair-
ing at what his ambitious rul-
ing in Dred Scott  had wrought 
and warned the Court against 
making the same mistake 
again.

“It is no more realistic for us 
in this litigation than it was for 
him in that,” Scalia noted, “to 
think that an issue of the sort 
they both involved -- an issue 
involving life and death, free-
dom and subjugation -- can be 
‘speedily and fi nally sett led’ 
by the Supreme Court ...”

Rather, Scalia argued, “By 
foreclosing all democratic out

See Lowry, page 7

Memorial Day was begun as a way to honor the 
Civil War dead in the 1880s. Known as Decoration 
Day until fairly recently, it is a way for the nation 
to remember all those who fi ght for the nation, and 
especially those who pay the ultimate price.

With our fi ghting men and women in harm’s way, 
this Memorial Day takes on a special meaning. It 
will be a bittersweet reminder that many thousands 
are away from home, serving the nation in far-off 
lands. We think of no greater editorial opinion than 
expressing the hope they return to us safely.

We make that opinion known by means of a hymn 
known to us all, though slightly changed to include 
all the services. The Navy Hymn, known also as 
Eternal Father, Strong to Save, was written by Eng-
lishman William Whiting. It became the U.S. Navy’s 
hymn soon after, and no service in the Academy 
Chapel at Annapolis concludes without its singing. 
It was revised in the Missionary Prayer Book in the 
1930s to the version we show here. Sung to John 
B. Dykes stirring tune, Melita, it is a favorite of all 
denominations, and gained a bittersweet resur-
gence during the days following the assassination of 
President John Kennedy. 

We present it in an ecumenical version as the hope 
of all, no matter what creed or religion one follows:

Eternal Father, strong to save,
Whose arm hath bound the restless wave,
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep
Its own appointed limits keep:
O hear us when we cry to Thee
For those in peril on the sea.

O God, the Lord of hill and plain
O’er which our traffi c runs amain,
By mountain pass or valley low:
Where ever, Lord, Thy brethren go,
Protect them by they guarding hand
From every peril on the land.

O Spirit, whom the father sent, 
To spread abroad the fi rmament:
O Wind of Heaven, by Thy might
Save all who dare the eagle’s fl ight,
And keep them by the watchful care
From every peril in the air.

Almighty God of Love and Power, 
Our brethren shield in danger’s hour;
From rock and tempest, fi re and foe,
Protect them wheresoe’er they go;
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee
Glad praise from air and land and sea. Amen.



Continued from page 6
let for the deep passions this issue arouses, by banishing the is-
sue from the political forum that gives all participants, even the 
losers, the satisfaction of a fair hearing and an honest fi ght, by 
continuing the imposition of a rigid national rule instead of al-
lowing for regional diff erences, the court merely prolongs and 
intensifi es the anguish.

“We should get out of this area,” he urged, “where we have no 
right to be, and where we do neither ourselves nor the country 
any good by remaining.”

The Court should have listened to Scalia the fi rst time. Now, 
Alito’s opinion opens the way for it, after one of the most cata-
strophic misadventures in its history, to fi nally heed his wisdom. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2022 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Lowry: Scalia proven right
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Frank F. Gradoia
We mournfully announce 

the passing of Frank Francesco 
Gradoia, age 95, of West Ha-
ven, CT.  Frank passed away 
peacefully at Milford Hospital 
on April 29th, after a brief ill-
ness.  He was born on June 22, 
1926, son of the late Salvatore 
and Maria Perricone Gradoia. 
Frank is survived by his broth-
er Salvatore “Sal” Gradoia Jr. 
and his sister-in-law Eleanor 
Gradoia.  He was predeceased 
by his sister Lucille, his broth-
er Mario, and his sister-in-law 
Gail Gradoia.

While Frank never married, 
he was deeply devoted to his 
brothers and their families, 
and he lived a full and vibrant 
life with his many friends and 
family. His six nephews, Paul, 
John, Robert, Mark, Mike, and 
Eric, meant more to him than 
words can describe. Frank was 
an avid sports fan and could 
recall statistics with amazing 
accuracy. 

Frank served proudly in the 
US Army with the 24th Divi-
sion during World War II in 
the Pacifi c Theater, where he 
was part of the liberation of 

the Philippines and the Japan 
occupation forces. He was 
honorably discharged in 1946.  
Frank worked at Marlin Fire-
arms before taking a position 
at Torrello Auto Parts, where 
he worked for over 46 years. 
We will miss him dearly.

The family had a private cel-
ebration of Frank’s life. Please 
consider a donation to Dis-
abled American Veterans in 
Frank’s name. All Funeral Ser-
vices have been entrusted to 
West Haven Funeral Home at 
the Green. To leave an online 
condolence, please visit our 
website at www.westhavenfu-

      Obituary  Obituary    

Photo courtesy of Steven Mullins

Singing for WHEAT
Thomas Heilman and Vicki Revere, both of West Haven per-

formed at a concert of the Sir Charles Productions opera com-
pany’s presentation of “Opera Rara.” They were accompanied 
by pianist Eric Trudel. The concert, which took place at the 
Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit was a benefi t for the West 
Haven Emergency Assistance Task Force (WHEAT).
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Continued from page 1
mayor continued, “My admin-
istration has worked diligent-
ly over the last 4-1/2 years to 
fi x the systemic problems that 
have plagued West Haven for 
decades.” 

Rossi credited the MARB 
with helping the city deliver 
four straight balanced budgets 
with surpluses, in addition to 
a projected operating surplus 
in fi scal year 2022. 

“The city didn’t use all of 
the restructuring funds and 
turned some of the funds back 
to OPM,” the mayor said. 
“Our fund balance is positive 
and growing at more than $6 
million. We are recruiting and 
hiring qualifi ed staff  in our fi -
nance department and across 
the city.” 

In the lett er, Rossi touted 
the reconstruction of West 
Haven High School, which 
is “on time and under bud-
get,” and the construction of a 
new Washington Elementary 
School, which is in the design 
phase. 

The mayor also touted beach 
and parking renovations, a 
paving and sidewalk replace-
ment program and economic 
development eff orts, includ-
ing the future headquarters of 
New England Brewing Co. on 
the Savin Rock shoreline and 
a future Hartford HealthCare 
offi  ce in the center of Alling-
town. 

Rossi also took former state 
Rep. Michael A. DiMassa to 
task for his alleged embezzle-
ment of more than $1 million 
in federal coronavirus relief 
funding while employed by 
the city as an administrator for 
the City Council, which, along 
with former Finance Director 
Frank Cieplinski, appointed 
DiMassa to the position. 

“Unfortunately, the (funds) 
… lacked proper approval and 
oversight,” the mayor said. 

Rossi continued: “MARB 
has had a fi nancial consul-
tant in West Haven City Hall 
since 2018 that is working to 
strengthen the fi nance opera-
tions and to act as a liaison to 
MARB. If not for the unfortu-
nate alleged illegal activities of 
this State Representative, West 
Haven would be celebrating 
historic success.” 

“I do wish the City of West 
Haven would have had a 
chance to respond to the Co-
henReznick Audit ordered 
by OPM, since many of the 
items could have been easily 
explained and rectifi ed,” the 
mayor said. “With that said, 
I will guarantee full coop-
eration from the City of West 
Haven as we move forward 
with MARB under TIER 4 
to continue to improve and 
strengthen the city’s fi nancial 
operations.” 

Rossi:

3
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Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Apraxia Awareness Day
Forest Elementary School third grader Nicho-

las Gorske receives a proclamation from Mayor 
Nancy R. Rossi, left, declaring Apraxia Aware-
ness Day in West Haven on May 12.  Shown with 
them are, from left, Nicholas’ mother, Anna Gor-
ske, and Forest paraprofessional Cynthia Rus-
sello, special education teacher Gabrielle Gam-
bardella and Principal Thomas J. Hunt.  Ethan 
Kubicko, a seventh grader at Bailey Middle 
School, also received a mayoral proclamation 
for Apraxia Awareness Day.  National Aprax-
ia Awareness Day was May 14.  Nicholas and 
Ethan have childhood apraxia of speech, or CAS, 
an uncommon speech disorder in which a child 
has diffi  culty making accurate movements when 
speaking.  To increase awareness of the speech 
disorder for the fi fth straight year, the students 
recently contacted Rossi about declaring the spe-
cial day in West Haven. 



WINDOW ART 
STROLL & CONTEST,

MAY 7-30 
Visit our website

for details.

A unique collection of more than 65 local boutiques, national brands, cafes, restaurants & attractions
with convenient parking in historic downtown New Haven. Plan your experience at TheShopsatYale.com.

Chapel Street Historic District Broadway Shopping District

College Street Promenade

Step Outside This Spring

@TheShopsatYale

Apple • lululemon • J.Crew • Maison Mathis • Urban Outfitters • Harvest Wine Bar 

Raggs for Men & Women • Villa Lulu • Patagonia • Barnes & Noble • Warby Parker 

Pedals Smoothie & Juice Bar • Sneaker Junkies • FatFace • Sherkaan • idiom Boutique 

Claire’s Corner Copia • Shiana Hair • Basta Trattoria • Shake Shack • Arethusa & more! 
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Culinary Arts offers hand-on experience
By Michael O’Brien
Special to the Voice
West Haven High School of-

fers a comprehensive, hands-
on culinary arts program for 
students who are interested 
in the food services industry. 
The program is spearheaded 
by Dana Kent, a Family and 
Consumer Science Teacher, 
who graduated from Johnson 
and Wales in 1984 with a de-
gree in Food Service Manage-
ment. Kent has worked in res-
taurants and bakeries prior to 
working in the corporate and 
campus divisions with Ara-
mark Corporation, for over 19 
years.

There are three courses 
within the Culinary Arts pro-
gram designed to give stu-
dents experience working 
in real-world restaurant sce-
narios. The program begins 
with Introduction to Foods, 
a semester-long course that 
teaches students the principles 
of food and nutrition while 
working in the new, state-of-
the-art kitchen.

“The kitchen is fantastic be-
cause it exposes students to a 
high-grade commercial kitch-
en,” said Kent.

During Introduction to 
Foods, students also learn 
to prepare simple recipes to 
achieve good health while 
exploring careers within the 
food industry. They also learn 
about safety and proper sani-

tation in the kitchen, food stor-
age requirements, and how to 
measure ingredients.

From there, students who 
wish to continue their culinary 
arts education can take Ca-
reers in Food and Nutrition. 
This course allows students 
to tackle more challenging 
recipes and begin an in depth 
search into careers in the ser-
vice industry. These classes 
are for kids who have a strong 
interest in food, they don’t 
necessarily need to have a ca-
reer interest, but they should 
enjoy food, cooking, and being 
independent.

“I enjoy everything about 
the program,” said Jon Cer-
vantes, a senior at WHHS. 
“It’s a good atmosphere and 
I’m enjoying my time with 
my classmates and teachers, 
joking around, it’s like a real 
kitchen scenario.”

Those students who stick 
with the program and have 
advanced through the fi rst 
two courses will wrap up the 
program with the Culinary 
Arts class, in which they get 
an authentic restaurant expe-
rience by running the school’s 
popular Culinary Café. 

In this class, Mr. Kent will 
pre-cook meats and prepare 
stations for students prior to 
their arrival, and as soon as 
students get to the kitchen, 
they head to their stations to 
begin cooking.

“Students who take this 
class can open themselves up 
to a lot of diff erent opportuni-
ties, from food service, mar-
keting, sales, from equipment 
to food, all diff erent areas, and 
they learn how to deal with 
people which is probably the 
most important skill you can 
learn,” said Kent.

The Culinary Café off ers an 
array of soups, sandwiches, 
salads, sometimes pizza or an 
entrée, and the foods are of-
fered to teachers and staff  for 
a small price. 

Menus this year have been 
Asian-themed, in which they 
made Won Ton Soup, Shrimp 
Spring Rolls, General Tso 
Chicken, Pork & Egg Lo Mein, 
and for dessert, Ice Cream 
Cookie Sandwiches. A Mexi-
can-themed menu earlier this 
year featured Pasta Fagioli, 
Chicken Tortilla Soup, Taco 
Salad, Chicken & Beef Enchi-
lada, Pulled Pork & Bean Bur-
rito and Chicken Quesadilla, 
and for sweets, Tres Leche 
Cake, Brownies, Chocolate 
Chip Cookies, and Fresh Sour 
Cream Cheese Cake. 

The café has also prepared 
holiday meals, such as a Saint 
Patrick’s Day menu in which 
they served Leek & Potato 
Soup, Corned Beef and Cab-
bage, Shepard’s Pie, and 
Corned Beef Ruben sandwich-
es.

Staff  can submit their orders 

via email and choose either 
pick up or delivery, much like 
a real restaurant experience. If 
they choose pick up, students 
will deliver the meal to their 
preferred destination. It gives 
students an opportunity to in-
teract with teachers and learn 
how to count money, and it 
also helps teach accountabil-
ity.

The Culinary class also of-
fers students the opportunity 

to take the course for college 
credit. The class has a dual 
enrollment articulation with 
Gateway Community College, 
where students can obtain 
three credits for Gateway’s 
college course, HSP 103 Intro-
duction to Food Preparation.

“If you are looking to get 
into the food services industry, 
looking to get a job as a cook 
or a chef, I think this program 
is for you,” added Cervantes.

Photo by Michael O’Brien

West Haven’s Culinary Arts program offers real-world expe-
rience for those looking into the career field, and includes use 
of a state-of-the-art kitchen
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prepare for an
apprenticeship 

get a better job

learn new
technical skills 

prepare for college

Bristol Adult Education Center
210 Redstone Hill Road, Bristol, CT 06010
860-584-7865
www.bristol.k12.ct.us

Earn your high school diploma!
The National External Diploma Program 
Is Changing Lives!

94 percent of graduates 
surveyed agreed that the

NEDP
helped in their 

postsecondary 
education and training

Enroll in the NEDP
so you can

#NEDP
#AdultEdu

#NEDPChangingLives

Photo courtesy of Academy of Hope Adult Public Charter School, Washington, DC

To change your life, contact: 203-937-4375
andrea.pozzuoli@whschools.org

Now in cooperation with
 the West Haven 

Community House

West Haven Planning and 
Zoning Commissioner Steven 
R. Mullins visited West Ha-
ven High School last week to 
present the “Commissioner 
Mullins Youth Leadership 
Award” to two outstanding 
freshmen.  Sarah Davey and 
Justin Wychowski are this 
year’s recipients.  The award 
is given every year to two 
freshmen that demonstrate 
outstanding involvement in 
schools and civic activities. 

Davey is a Class of 2025 Of-

fi cer.  She is involved in Stu-
dents Against Destruction 
Decisions (SADD), she plays 
volleyball, softball, and hock-
ey.  She also plays the clari-
net in the Blue Devil Marching 
Band. 

Wychowski is a Class of 
2025 Offi  cer. He is involved 
in the Vex Robotics Team and 
the Blue Devils Marching 
Band.  Outside of school, he 
holds a black belt in Ameri-
can mixed martial arts. 

Each student was present-
ed with a framed certifi cate, 
a booklet containing the US 
Constitution, Declaration of 
Independence and the Ar-
ticles of Confederation, and a 
$50 gift certifi cate to Barnes & 
Noble.  

“Both of these students are 
the embodiment and exam-
ple of the youth of the City 
of West Haven  and all citizens 
should be proud of them.” said 
Mullins, a 1993 alumnus of the 
school.

Davey and Wychowski were 
recommended by WHHS 
Principal Dana Paredes and 
her staff . Mullins has been pre-
senting award since 2016.

Photo courtesy of Steven R. Mullins

Photo courtesy of Steven R. Mullins

Planning and Zoning Commissioner Steven R. Mullins (cen-
ter) presents the “Commissioner Mullins Youth Leadership 
Award” to West Haven High School freshmen Sarah Davey, 
and Justin Wychowski.

Frosh win award
for ‘Leadership’

WH Seniors head 
to casino, July 13

 The West Haven Senior Center 
will run a bus trip to Foxwoods 
Resort Casino in Ledyard on July 
13. 

No casino packages are of-
fered at the moment. The trip 
costs $30. Payment is due June 
10. 

The bus will depart at 8:30 
a.m. from the Savin Rock Con-
ference Center parking lot, 6 
Rock St., and depart at 3 p.m. 
from Foxwoods. The casino 
requires face masks for guests 
who are not fully vaccinated. 
Buff ets are closed. 

Lee/Career set 
Hall of Fame for
Omni, Sept. 17

The Richard C. Lee and Hill 
Regional Career High Schools 
Hall of Fame dinner will be 
held on Saturday, Sept. 17 at 
the Omni Hotel in New Ha-
ven. 

Sly Williams, one of New 
Haven’s all-time great basket-
ball players leads a class of 14 
former students and teachers 
being honored for their career 
achievements and public ser-
vice. 

Tickets for the dinner are 
$60 each and can be purchased 
at retail locations in New Ha-
ven or on line by going to lee-
career.com.



Historians host open house
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Photo courtesy of  VAREP

New Home
Recently, Bank of America and the Veterans Association 

of Real Estate Professionals  VAREP) donated a mortgage 
free home to U.S. Air Force Veteran, Staff  Sergeant Quiendel 
Thompson, and his family in West Haven. Coinciding with 
Military Appreciation Month, the home donation is a part 
of Bank of America’s ongoing commitment to serving the 
military and veteran community, locally here in West Haven 
and across the country. Left to Right: Daniel Rodarte (Media 
Director; VAREP), Kimberly Larkin-Ritt er (House a Vet Co-
ordinator; VAREP), Samara Thompson, U.S. Air Force Staff  
Sergeant Quiendel Thompson (Home recipient), Dustin Luce 
(Co-Founder; VAREP). Now a father to a 3-year-old daughter, 
Thompson’s goal is to become a computer programmer – he 
att ends school in Connecticut through the Post-9/11 G.I. Bill 
and will graduate in May of 2023 with a degree in computer 
science. As a proud homeowner, Thompson looks forward to 
spending time with his family in his new home.

The West Haven Historical 
Society will celebrate Kid’s 
Day at the Annual Open 
House Day, Saturday, June 
11. As part of the statewide 
Open House Day for histori-
cal societies and museums, 
the local organization is plan-
ning a free program of activi-
ties for age groups 6-12 and is 
aimed to increase awareness 
of West Haven history among 
the young school age children 
of the city.  Admission is free.

Particular emphasis will be 
given to  the culture and hand-
crafts of Native Americans, 
who inhabited the local area, 
along with several games of 
chance similar to those fea-
tured at West Haven’s Savin 
Rock Amusement Park. In ad-
dition, there will be learning 
activities focused on famous 
citizens of the city who made 
special contributions to West 
Haven and Connecticut his-
tory.

Hands- on-activities  will 
provide kids with opportuni-
ties to make wigwams, learn 
basket weaving. and making 
objects with wampum beads, 
which were common tasks for 
tribal members.  Highlighting 
this section will be a display 
of Native American artifacts 
such as projectile points and 
arrow heads found nearby 
at Peterson Farm on Bull Hill 
Lane.

There will also be a geog-
raphy section which will in-
clude a series of old maps for 
the youngsters to see where 
the early sett lements were 
located, how the growth of 
West Farms (West Haven) de-
veloped  into neighborhoods 
and the community familiar 
to people today,

The Historical Society is lo-
cated at the Poli House, 686 
Savin Ave., across from the 
Green. The Open House ac-
tivities will take place in the 
backyard garden at the cor-
ner of Main Street and Savin 
Avenue.  Hours are 10-11:30 

a.m, and 1-2:30 p.m., on Sat-
urday, June 11.  No rain date 
is planned.

Who is eligible for the 1st Moderna
booster?

W E S T H A V E N
H E A L T H
D E P A R T M E N T

MODERNA
BOOSTER CLINIC

18 years and over and at least 5
months after the second shot.

Each Friday through May
11:30 am - 2:30 pm
201 Noble Street
Questions? (203) 937-3660

50 years old and over
Received first booster at least 4
months ago.
Moderately or severely
immunocompromised.

Who is eligible for the
2nd booster?
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The Anxiety and Mood Disorders Program at the Yale Child 
Study Center offers comprehensive evaluations and treatments 
for children and adolescents ages 6 to 14 years. Services are 
provided at no cost to families who agree to participate in 
research but can otherwise be provided for a fee (with a sliding 
scale plan also available). The program treats a range of anxiety 
disorders and fears, such as excessive worrying, social anxiety, 
difficulties or refusal to speak to other children or adults outside 
the child’s immediate family, etc..   

The program is currently conducting two large clinical trials 
to treat childhood anxiety. 

One is for children 6-12 years old and includes two effective 
treatments for childhood anxiety – Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy (CBT) and Supportive Parenting for Anxious Childhood 
Emotions (SPACE), a parent-based treatment. Families enrolled 
in this research are randomized to receive SPACE or Cognitive 
Behavioral Therapy (CBT) for 12 weekly sessions. S

tudy participants receive evaluation and treatment at no cost 
and are compensated up to $250. The second trial, for children 
10-14, tests the effects of a brief computer-based training that 
targets attentional processes to reduce social anxiety in children. 
Participants will complete the computer program twice a week 
for four weeks. Study participants receive treatment at no cost 
and are compensated up to $600.  

If interested, please feel free to call (203) 737-4644 or 
email anxiety.csc@yale.edu to learn more about the Anxiety and 
Mood Disorders Program at the Yale Child Study Center.  

Vendors sought for market 
The city is seeking craft, farm and food truck vendors to par-

ticipate in the Tony Inzero Farmers Market, which will open its 
2022 season July 7 in the Oak Street Beach parking lot off  Cap-
tain Thomas Boulevard.

Through Oct. 15, the market, nestled on the right side of the 
Oak Street municipal lot, will include state farmers selling home-
grown fruits and vegetables and crafters selling wares from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursdays and Saturdays. 

It will also include food trucks. 
To participate in the semiweekly market, download an appli-

cation at htt ps://www.cityofwesthaven.com/DocumentCenter/
View/4358/Farmers-Market-Application-2022-PDF.

Applications are also available for pickup in the mayor’s offi  ce 
at City Hall, 355 Main St., where they are due June 13. 

Completed applications must be emailed to the market’s man-
ager, Killian Gruber, at kgruber@westhaven-ct.gov or faxed to 
203-937-3705. 

For more information, call Gruber at (203) 937-3518. 
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Anxiety Clinic offers help
for local families, teens

Photo courtesy of Fiona Brady

Nurse’s Day
On May 6, State Reps. Dorinda Borer (D-115) and Charles Ferraro (R-117) visited each West 

Haven school nurse for National Nurse’s Day,  donning fl owers, state citations and much grati-
tude.  Pictured with them is Mackrille School Nurse Deborah Salkins, Principal Driend and 
the many students who joined them.
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Historian’s corner                                  Historian’s corner                                  By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

Dan Shine is a columnist for 
the West Haven Voice, and lo-
cal history buff

Mining in West Haven
 The 19th Century was a 

period when movement, ex-
ploration and adventure sent 
many New Americans off  in 
search of the fortunes they 
had come to the New World to 
collect.  Rumors of gold min-
ers striking it rich excited the 
imaginations of many would-
be millionaires.

 West Haveners of that era 
(then a borough of Orange) 
were familiar with the Wad-
dingham Mansion, which has 
previously been described on 
this page.   

“This building was valued at 
$500,000, contained 44 rooms 
and was often referred to as 
‘the showplace of New Eng-
land.’  It was erected by Wil-
son W. Waddingham and it 
was said that he discovered a 
gold mine in the Black Hills of 
South Dakota and that he was 
a partner in the Emma Mine.” 

 During that period, “Gold 
Rushes” took place in what 
today are twenty-four of these 
United States—California and 
Alaska being the most famous.  
Those days are immortalized 
in the books by Jack London 
and Robert Service, both of 
whom wrote stories of the 
Alaska Gold Rush. 

 Some West Haven farmers 
were also on the lookout for 
metallurgical marvels which 

they hoped might reveal 
themselves on their own 
farms.

 David Lambert owned a 
farm on the present site of 
Maltby Lakes, and in 1818, he 
discovered a deposit of silver 
and galena while digging in 
a fox burrow.  He did obtain 
a considerable quantity of 
ore, but having a large farm 
that required his attention, 
he didn’t continue his mining 
pursuits for long.  Nearby, a 
copper mine was also begun 
in 1852, but that mine, run by 

the Orange Copper Mining 
Company, ended in failure.

 Augustus Prehn was a Ger-
man immigrant farmer with 
one good arm.  He owned a 
farm that was described as be-
ing “previously owned by the 
Prindle family, and located on 
Saw Mill (sic) Road.”  From 
a 1936 newspaper account, 
“While walking on his farm 
one day, Prehn picked up a 
fragment of what appeared to 
be quartz  or a beautiful stone 
which sparkled in the sun’s 
rays.  Some few days later, 
chancing to examine the object 
again, he discovered a dark 
streak running through its 
center.”

 Subsequent testing showed 
that the streak showed traces 
of gold, silver, nickel and cop-
per.  Together with his son, 
Prehn engaged a fi nancial 
backer and began to work in 
earnest to create a mine.  A 
crew of laborers was assem-
bled and promised $10 per 
man per month.  Soon, crowds 
would gather every Sunday to 
watch the mine in operation.  
Tons of ore were excavated 
and shipped to Pitt sburgh 
where the minerals were ex-
tracted.  The deeper they dug, 
the richer the deposits were.  
When they reached the depth 
of seventy feet, water began to 
trickle into the shaft.  The next 

day, the workers returned to 
the shaft, only to fi nd it fi lling 
rapidly with water.  Ultimate-
ly, the shaft was fl ooded, the 
backers removed their sup-
port of the operation, and the 
mine was abandoned. 

 Adding tragedy to the 
sadness of the mine’s failure, 
Prehn’s son was injured and 
died in a fall from the cliff  
which formed the face of the 
mine operations.  Eyewitness-
es to the operation summed it 
up that, “A lot of of good, hard 
work was put into the mine, 
and there wasn’t enough tak-
en out of it to pay for it.”  This 
marked the end of West Ha-
ven’s years as a mining town.

 Thanks to Cathie Iaccarino and 
Bonnie Amato for their assistance 
in the creation of this story.AUGUSTUS PREHN

Continued from page 3
Council Chairman Peter V. 
Massaro, Public Works Com-
missioner Tom J. McCarthy, 
Planning Director Christopher 
Soto, West Haven Fire Depart-
ment Chief James P. O’Brien, 
and police traffi  c Sgt. Joseph 
D’Amato and spokesman Sgt. 
Patrick Buturla. 

Rossi expressed disappoint-
ment and frustration over Di-
onis’ lack of communication 
with the city, saying she plans 
to give the developer 15 days 
to respond and take action on 
blight. 

Soto, who leads the Depart-
ment of Planning and Devel-
opment, said the city will en-
force blight violations “based 
on The Haven’s inactivity and 
the developer’s unwillingness 
to maintain the properties.” 

Soto said enforcement mea-
sures would include fi nes “to 
protect the health and safety 
of the surrounding neighbor-
hood.” 

Rossi said she also wants 
to temporarily reopen Water 
Street by June 1 to reduce the 
area’s traffi  c congestion dur-
ing the summer months. 

D’Amato and Soto said that 
to temporarily reopen the 
street, which connects to Main 
and Elm streets, the city must 
secure the area with fenc-
ing and install a guardrail at 
the bend of Main and Water 
streets. 

But fi rst, the city must re-
ceive police commission ap-
proval to temporarily reopen 
Water Street, Rossi noted. 

According to the develop-
er, The Haven, when complet-

ed, will encompass 26 water-
front acres featuring dozens 
of luxury retail shops, restau-
rants and a promenade. 

The project is expected to 
generate between 800 and 
1,200 jobs and several million 
dollars in municipal tax rev-
enue and fees, the developer 
has said. 

Water Street: Fine threatened

High school students
sought for logo contest 

The South Central Network of Care, a regional partnership 
aimed at building a system for meeting children’s behavioral 
health needs, is seeking high school students from West Haven 
to participate in a logo design contest. 

To participate in the contest, complete an entry form, design 
a logo and submit them by June 20 to Daniela Giordano, the 
network’s Region 1 chair, at daniela.giordano@beaconhealthop-
tions.com.  Download an entry form at htt ps://www.cityofwes-
thaven.com/DocumentCenter/View/4363/South-Central-Net-
work-of-Care-Logo-Design-Contest-PDF.

The contest winner will receive a $50 gift card, and the South 
Central network will display the fi rst-place logo on its bro-
chures, website and other promotional materials.
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FOOTBALL-CHEERING-SCHOLASTICS-
LEADERSHIP-TEAMWORK-FUN

Come Join our Regionally and Nationally Ranked
Football and Cheerleading teams!

No Tryouts -
First Come First Serve

WEST HAVEN SEAHAWKS
RAY TELLIER MIDGET FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Unlimited Weight Football by Age:
8U - 10U - 11U - 12U - 13U

Programs and Registration Rates
2022 Registration Dates

WHHS Cafeteria 6-8pm for all dates below

May 12th (Thursday) - May 23rd (Monday) - June 9th (Thursday)

Flag Football (5 & 6 years old) $125.00
Tiny Mite Cheer (5 & 6 years old) $125.00
Tackle Football (7-14 years old) $225.00

Competitive Cheer (7-15 years old) $225.00

Discounts available for multi-participant siblings
**Equipment and Uniforms (included)**

Please bring registration forms, original birth
certificate (with a copy), and the medical release form

completed by your physician, and submit a "FINAL
School Year Report Card" when available.

Online payment options and forms
available at:

www.westhavenseahawks.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Football: Mike Last - 203-640-8018 whseahawk1@gmail.com

Cheerleading: Cebi Waterfield - 203-676-6196 whseahawkscheer@gmail.com

The West Haven Swim Club 
celebrated its inaugural sea-
son with abanquet on Sun-
day April 24. This year’s team 
was comprised of more than 
73 swimmers in fi ve diff erent 
age groups.  Swimmers were 
recognized for growth and 
improvement throughout the 
season, excellence in individ-
ual strokes, strong technique, 
versatility and team spirit.  
The team would like to con-
gratulate and recognize the 
recipients of two special team 
awards.  

First, the Heart of Gold 
Award.  The Heart of Gold 
Award is given to swimmers 
that exemplify the “gold stan-
dard” for outstanding com-
mitment, eff ort and att itude.  
This year’s Heart of Gold re-
cipients are: Gianna Cassone, 
Naomi Shubin, Austin Carr, 
Erin Morton and Kaleigh Mor-
ton

The Junior and Senior 
Coaches Awards are the oldest 
in the team’s history with the 
Senior Coaches Award dating 
back to 1979.  The Coaches 
Awards recognize swimmers 
for excellence in and out of 
the pool.  Each recipient must 
show exemplary sportsman-
ship, citizenship, team lead-
ership, commitment, respect, 
excellence in swimming and 
they must show a strong drive 
for personal and team success. 
The recipients must also qual-
ify for Yankee League Cham-
pionships.  This year’s Girls 
Junior Coaches award winner 
is Gianna Cassone.  The Girls 
Senior Coaches award was 
given to Erin Morton and Ka-
leigh Morton. 

The West Haven Swim club 
would also like to recognize 
this year’s only graduating 
High School senior, Kaelyn 
Falanga. 

For more information on the 
West Haven Swim Club or to 
register, please visit htt ps://
www.westhavenswimclub.
org/page/home.

Swim Club
announces
‘22 awards

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Laying
one down!

Hannah Burrows lays 
down a bunt in the Westies’ 
win over North Haven, 6-3. 
The Lady Westies are on a roll 
going into the fi nal week of 
the season with an SCC berth 
and the CIAC State Tourna-
ment on the horizon.
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WestieBlue.com

For all your West Haven sports, visit 
www.westieblue.com

Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni 

Photos     Videos     Player of the Week     WH Championship teams
Future Westies     Alumni     Hall of Fame WH News and Notes

Team Leaders     Statistics     Coaches Information     Coaches Corner 
And more 

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site 
Contact Mike Madera 

Phone: (203) 530-1322 
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com 

WE’RE HIRING
The West Haven Community House

Join West Haven’s cornerstone social service agency providing 
programs and services since 1941, including:

Head Start: Preschool program for West Haven families.
Children & Youth Services:

Children & Youth Services

Head Start

NOW HIRING

LOOKING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

The West Haven Lacrosse 5/6 team continued with action 
over the last two weeks. The Blue Devils traveled to Monroe 
and used a balanced scoring att ack to come away with a 9-2 win.  

Ryan Walsh, Jeremiah McGrath, Anthony Dimeglio, Rocco 
Kelly, Matt  Ciccosanti and Danny Slubowski all found the back 
of the net.  Nick Ciccosanti and Slubowski accounted for assists 
for the Westies.  Michael Paone was outstanding in net for the 
win.  

On Sunday, the Westies dropped a 4-2 contest to North Haven 
5/6. After falling behind, 4-0, Charlie Gunning was set up with a 
nice assist from Kelly to account for a goal.  Matt  Ciccosanti took 
and assist from Cody Young to score the other goal.  The Westies 
were led on the att ack by AJ Farrell, Shea Outhavong, and 
Young. Walsh, Ellis Cortes and Sean Gilbert led the defensive 
eff ort.  Paone was stellar in net turning away several point-
blank att empts.

Matt  Ciccosanti, McGrath and Gunning had goals, but the 
Westies fell to New Canaan, 6-3. Kelly accounted for all three 
assists, including one on a no look pass.  Shea Outhavong, Nick 
Ciccosanti and Anthony Dimeglio all turned in solid eff orts.  
Paone again starred in net for the win.  Walsh, Farrell, Cortes 
and Gilbert once again led the defensive att ack.  

Youth laxxers split

The West Haven Litt le League Blue Jays beat the West Haven 
Litt le League Reds by a score of 11-4. Luciano Chambrelli 
pitched a complete game, allowing only one hit with a record 
high of 15 strikeouts. 

Luca Decrescenzo had 2 hits and 2 RBIs, including a double 
and single, and played well on defense. Anthony Gagliardi 
had 2 hits and 3 RBIs and Luciano Chambrelli helped himself 
with 2 doubles and 2 RB’s. 

Jays top Reds in WHLL

Ladies bocce league begun
A new Savin Rock Ladies Bocce League  is beginning, and 

starts play on Wednesday, May 18, at 5:30 p.m. The schedule 
runs through Aug. 31. Membership  dues: $80  A league meet-
ing will be on May 18 at 5 before play. 

 The Savin Rock Ladies Bocce League is a new league this 
summer.   It is an independent league, which is non-profi t and 
non-partisan.  It is a multi-cultural and multi-generational pro-
gram that provides the opportunity to meet people and get ex-
ercise through playing bocce. Beginner to experienced players 
are welcome. The bocce courts are in the Old Grove section of 
Savin Rock Park.  Players should commit to the season. 

Those interested must register through West Haven Parks 
& Recreation website: http://www.whparkrec.com with the 
registration and liability-wavier forms on the Bocce League 
site.  The  $80 must be paid in full by May 2. Make check payable 
to Savin Rock Ladies Bocce League and mail with completed 
forms to:  Patricia Rudolph, 102 Bleeker Circle, North Haven, 
CT 06473.  

Any questions please contact Elene Hanahan at Ehanahan@
aol.com

hoto by Todd Dandelske

Outta the park!
Gianni Gambardella launches his home run in the Westies’ victory over Platt  Tech on Senior 
Night. The Westies won the game on Senior Night, 19-2. routed the Panthers.
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Continued from page 20
Dylan Supan followed with 

a ground single to score Gam-
bardella with the winner. 

The Westies took a 2-0 
lead in the fi rst, only to see 
Cheshire get a run in the third 
and two more in the fourth for 
a 3- 2 lead over the Westies. 

After Gambardella escaped 
a pair of errors in the top of 
the fi rst. West Haven got on 
the board fi rst when DeSanty 
led off  with a single to cen-
ter, Gilbert reached on a one-
out error, and Harp delivered 
both with a two-out single to 
center. 

 The West Haven softball 
team knew it was going to be 
in for a batt le playing Foran, 
having suff ered one of their 
two losses to the Lions earlier 
in the season. The Westies got 
what was expected. 

Scoring single runs in each 
of the fi rst two innings, the 
Westies went on to defeat Fo-
ran 3-2. Foran scored single 
runs in each of the fi nal two 
innings, before the Westies 
hung on to improve to 10-2. 

Mia Rubirosa went the dis-
tance in the circle for the Wes-
ties, tossing a complete game, 
allowing one earned run on 
two hits. Rubirosa walked two 
and struck out fi ve. 

Rubirosa and Jimenez led 
the Westies with two hits 
apiece.  

West Haven won its sixth 
straight contest and improved 
to 11-2 with a 12-0 victory over 
Hillhouse in a game stopped 
after fi ve innings in New Ha-
ven. 

Three diff erent players had 
multiple hits, led by Beurer 
with three hits, two runs bat-
ted in, and four runs scored. 
Rubirosa had two hits, drove 
in two runs, and scored twice, 
while Raccio had two hits, 
drove in a run and scored 
once.

Rubirosa, who tossed a per-
fect game the last time the two 
teams met, came within a walk 
of perfection again as she did 
not allow a hit, walked one 

and struck out eleven in four 
innings of work. Taylor Alfano 
struck out all three batt ers she 
faced in the fi fth and fi nal in-
ning as the duo combined on 
the no-hitt er. 

With the postseason upcom-
ing, it is all about seeding now 
for West Haven. Breaking a 
2-2 tie with two runs in the 
fi fth, West Haven went on to 
defeat North Haven, 6-3.

The victory was West Ha-
ven’s seventh in a row and 
helped the Westies improve 
to 12-2 on the year. Rubirosa 
went the distance in the pitch-
ing circle, allowing four hits 
and no earned runs, while 
walking two and striking out 
11.

Rubirosa also led the off ense 
with two hits, two runs batt ed 
in, and a run scored. Beurer, 
Raccio, Petruzziello, and Mel-
anie Jimenez each had a pair 
of hits, while Petruzziello also 
scored twice.

It was another victory for 
the West Haven softball team. 
Then it wasn’t before it was 
again. 

With all the craziness of the 
last few innings, and after giv-
ing up an 8-run lead in the 
seventh, West Haven rallied 
to defeat Sheehan 11-10 in 
eight innings Friday evening 
at Biondi Field in West Haven. 

While the victory saw a late 
lead disappear, it also saw 
sophomore Alfano pick up the 
victory in the pitching circle. 
Alfano allowed one run in 1.2 
innings of work as she did not 
allow a hit or walk. Alfano 
struck out one.

Alfano’s relief appearance 
became necessary as Sheehan 
scored eight times in the sev-
enth to even the game at 10. 
After West Haven failed to 
score in the bott om of the sev-
enth despite loading the bases, 
Carrano provided the heroics 
an inning later. 

West Haven improved to 
14-3 with a 13-7 victory over 
Lauralton Hall. 

Petruzziello led the off ense 
with three hits, two runs 

scored and two runs batt ed in. 
Beurer and Raccio each had a 
pair of hits, with Raccio scor-
ing three times and driving 
in a pair, and Beurer scoring 
twice. 

Raccio picked up the vic-
tory with four innings of six-
hit ball, allowing four earned 
runs. Alfano pitched the fi nal 
three innings, allowing one hit 
and two earned runs, while 
walking four and striking out 
two.

The West Haven girls la-
crosse team snapped its four-
game losing streak with a 
10-9 victory over Jonathan 
Law Tuesday evening at Ken 
Strong Stadium in West Ha-
ven. The comeback victory al-
lowed the Westies to improve 
to 4-7 on the year. 

West Haven trailed 5-1 at the 
half, before rallying with a 9-4 
advantage in the second half. 
Julia Tsakonas led the way for 
West Haven with three goals, 
while Olyvia O’Mara and 
Brooke Moscato each scored 
twice. 

Moscato also added an as-
sist, while Emma Walker and 

Delaney Johnston each had a 
goal and an assist, and Cas-
sidy Dalton had two assists. 

Chloe Konareski scored 
three times for Law, while Joe 
Johnson had two goals and 
two assists, and Lindsay Kon-
lian scored twice. 

West Haven held a 36-16 
shot advantage in the contest. 
West Haven’s Amber Militra-
no made nine saves in the win. 

The West Haven boys tennis 
team fell to 4-6 with a 5-2 loss 
against Hamden at West Ha-
ven Tuesday afternoon. Ham-
den improved to 10-0. 

In singles action, Hamden’s 
Brian Oppenheim defeated 
Punar Garani 3-6, 6-2, 6-1, 
Quinn Northrup topped West 
Haven’s second seed Miguel 
Torres 6-0, 6-0, third-seed-
ed Nolan Jermain defeated 

Benjamin Sager 6-2, 6-3, and 
fourth-seeded Josh Alexander 
of Hamden topped Brandon 
Sihaphong 6-3, 6-2.

In doubles play, Hamden’s 
Paras Dodd and Rayd Hussain 
defeated Eshwar Balakumar 
and Robert Vets 6-4, 2-6, 6-4.  

West Haven’s second seed 
of Johnny Chen and Yousef 
Khan defeated Kaustuv Mo-
hany and Keshav Menon 6-2, 
3-6, 7-6, while third-seeded 
Valentin Diaz and Abdoura-
him Mbengue of West Haven 
topped Anshul Deval and Lu-
cian Gaetjen 6-3, 6-3.

~~~
For all your West Haven 

sporting news throughout the 
year, including game articles 
by Mike Madera, highlights, 
photos and more, visit www.
westieblue.com.

Grassy Hill Auctions

Always Buying

Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments

(Saxophones, Trumpets, Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone

& SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken

or Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &

MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, Old

Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting &

Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, Broken Jewelry,

Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items,

Swords & Bayonets, Helmets & Patches, Medals & Uniforms,

Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical

Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial

Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & Whitney

Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics,

Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk

Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern

Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items,

Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…
& THE LIST GOES ON!

ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Call Before You
Throw Anything Away!!!

$ CASH $ For Your Items!!

Jude M. Dichele & Bill Pastore
Owners 

(203) 868-1816
GrassyHillAuctions.com

Westies: Softball team rolls in final weeks

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Brianna Miller slides into home to score for the Blue Devils. Below -- Caitlin Welch drives around a Shelton defender 
in the Westies’ 15-6 Senior Day victory.
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184 Campbell Ave 203 -93 4-3 100
West H aven, CT 06516 emmettsautoct.com

GB Masonry
Stone Walls * Sidewalks * Pavers

Chimneys * Brickwork * Flagstone
Stone Siding * Stucco

Fully Insured -- Quality Work!
17 years Experience

Jimmy-- 203 -206-1159
gbmasonrystone@ gmail.com

Tel: 203.795.8060 x26
Fax: 203.795.8046
Cell: 203.988.6298
fred@colprop.com

Fred A. Messore, CIREC, GRI, SFR
Senior Vice President

bsg BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE

Seniors Free!

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Members of the West Haven Veterans Council and city offi  -

cials will dedicate the 14th phase of the brick Veterans Walk of 
Honor in Bradley Point Park at 5 p.m. May 28. 

All veterans are invited to participate in the seaside ceremo-
ny, which will feature a presentation of the colors, an invocation 
and taps, as well as remarks by Mayor Nancy R. Rossi and Vet-
erans Council President Dave Ricci. 

The public is also invited. 
Louis P. Esposito Jr., Rossi’s executive assistant, will serve as 

the master of ceremonies. 
In November 2006, the Veterans Council began the fi rst of 14 

campaigns selling bricks to memorialize vets on the 100-yard 
Walk of Honor between the William A. Soderman and Vietnam 
Veterans memorials. 

The bricks, which cost $75, have charcoal lett ering for person-
alized messages. 

About 2,900 bricks have been installed so far, including 58 for 
the 14th phase and 130 for the 13th phase, which was dedicated 
June 5, 2021. 

In May 2015, the dedication of the eighth phase included the 
dedication of a granite stone in memory of Veterans Council 
President Lorelee “Lori” Grenfell, who died Feb. 19, 2015, at age 
60. The memorial was crafted by Giordano Bros. Monuments of 
West Haven. 

The Walk of Honor’s fi rst phase and the city’s Korean War Me-
morial were dedicated in May 2007. 

In May 2008, the walkway’s second phase and a memorial in 
honor of World War II Army Pfc. William A. Soderman were 
dedicated. 

Soderman received the Medal of Honor after he distinguished 
himself in December 1944 while defending an important road 
junction near Rocherath, Belgium. 

Four years after his death, on July 1, 1984, the fl agpole in Brad-
ley Point Park was dedicated in Soderman’s memory. 

City Human Resources Commissioner Beth A. Sabo has over-
seen the construction of all phases of the walkway, which was 
built by City Point Construction Co. of West Haven. 

Sabo has also supervised the design and placement of the 
granite Korean War and Soderman memorials, which were 
made by Shelley Bros. Monuments of Guilford. 

Also in 2008, 14 grave markers signifying every war in U.S. 
history and peacetime were dedicated. The markers are mount-
ed on granite posts. 

Subsequent dedications have been held amid much fanfare, 
att racting hundreds of veterans and their families from all cor-
ners of the state and beyond. 

Brickwalk 14th phase dedication May 29

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

The brick Veterans Walk of Honor in Bradley Point Park. The dedication of the 14th addition 
is set for May 29 as part of Memorial Day weekend ceremonies.
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CA LL YOUR AVON LA DY
Looking for Avon?

Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367,

And I’ll drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years experience

Friendly service.

FOR RENT
H arborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.

Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-street 
parking, Use of penthouse meet-

ing room, janitorial services
Call us for an interview. 

(203 ) 93 2-6455.
Fran x 3 01

G UTTER CLEA NING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing,  
Insured. Free estimates. Call 
(475) 238-2199.

H OME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs -- Walls and ceilings, 

sheetrock, carpentry. Free esti-
mates. Insured HC#0647093. Bill 
(203) 901-2136.

VENDING  MA CH INES
Various vending machine, stand 

alone w/change maker, wall ma-
chine, medication vending. Coun-

tertop humidors for cigar sales. 
Call for prices at 203-687-1201

For Sale
Clipper Creek Level-2

 Car Charger
Model: 0922-00-004

H CS-50P Plug-in, 40A , L2 

EVSE, 240V, NEMA 14-50
$ 675 for immediate pickup in 

West H aven.
Call 203 -93 7-6400,

 PLUMBING  PROBLEMS? ? ?
Leaky pipes, Leaky Faucets, 

Leaky Showers, RunningToilet, 
Leaky Toilet, Drain Cleaning, 
Leaky Hot Water Heater, Gard-
bage Disposals, Dryer/Washers, 
Laundry Lines, Dishwasher Lines, 
30 gal. Gas, or 40 gal. Electric 
Water Heaters, Baseboard Instal-
lations and Repairs, Gas Stoves, 
FULL PLUMBING REPAIR SER-
VICES, 24/7 days a week at (203) 
584-6868. 

FOR RENT
West H aven—One room with 

bed for rent. Very quiet person, 
on Park Street, nice area. $ 500/
month or $ 13 0 weekly. Utilities 
included. A sk for Joe, (203 ) 
627-5840 or (203 ) 508-3 672.

SITUATIONS AVA ILA BLE
H OUSE CLEA NING , part-time 

in West H aven. Transportation 
necessary. (203 ) 627-5840 or 
(203 ) 508-3 672.

FOR SA LE
1997 Buick Park Avenue. 

Low-mileage: 84,000  miles, 
good condition. A sking $ 3 ,200. 
Call (203 ) 627-5840 or (203 ) 508-
3 672.

.
PATRICIA’S 

CLEANING SERVICE
Clean house and apartments 

and offi  ce. One-day service, mov-
ing in or moving out. Thirty-plus 
years experience. Excellent ser-

vice and references. If interested, 
contact Patricia, 203-982-8239.

SEEKING  NEW STUDENTS
Grammy-nominated musician/

piano teacher Judy Pancoast now 
accepting new students to start 
in September in West Haven. All 
ages. Email mamanook@com-
cast.net for all the details.

 
DRA IN CLEA NING

Leaky pipes, leaky faucets, 
leaky showers, running toilet, 
garbage disposals, clogged 
tubs& sinks, dishwashers, hot 
water heater-3 0 gal., or 40 gal., 
gas stoves. Save money – get 
your water heater cleaned and 
fl ushed out. PLUMBING  SER-
VICES, (203 ) 584-6868

Answers
to last issue s

puzzles

May  19, 2022

PIA NO LESSONS
 BY COMPUTER

Since 1992, in your home
when we can.

 Beginners welcome,
reasonable rates.

Details, References.

In West Haven: 203-479-4467

West H aven Elk’s Lodge 
H all Rentals 

150 person capacity. 
Low Prices. 

Bar and Kitchen 
facilities available. 

G reat for all functions.
 Free Parking. 

203 -671-43 22 / 203 -93 3 -153 7 

WH H S Class of 1970 Reunion
The WHHS Class of 1970 will hold its 50th+2 Class Re-

union on June 10 at Biagetti’s Restaurant at 6 pm. Cost is 
$60 per person with choice of Prime Rib, Stuffed Shrimp or 

Chicken Ricardo.
Please mail payment and choice of dinner to Rosemary 

Hosmiller, 225 Barnshed Lane, Guilford, CT 06437. RSVP 
deadline is May 31, 2022.
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Parade: Linton named grand marshal
Continued from page 1
include three marching divi-
sions and a military division, 
as well as special accommoda-
tions for disabled veterans. 

It will feature three bands 
from the Rock House School 
of Music performing on a trio 
of fl oats made possible by Bru-
neau’s Garage of West Haven 
and Anthony Augliera Mov-
ing & Storage of East Haven. 

Acclaimed theater and fi lm 
actor Connor Antico will per-
form on one of the fl oats with 
Paul Pesco, a renowned New 
York session guitarist who has 
recorded and toured with leg-
endary recording artists Hall 
& Oates, Jennifer Lopez and 
Madonna. 

Antico, 27, of Stamford, is 
set to star in the fall debut of 
the John Mellencamp musical, 
“Small Town,” in Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

“I am honored to partici-
pate in West Haven’s Memo-
rial Day parade and honor all 
those who have died wearing 
the uniform of our great land,” 
said Antico, who is also slated 
to release an extended play re-
cord, “Make Something Beau-
tiful,” produced by Pesco. 

Immediately after the pa-
rade, Rock House owner John 
McCarthy will accompany 
Pesco, Antico and other no-
table musicians to perform 
an all-star tribute concert cel-
ebrating John Ziada, the late 
West Haven restaurateur and 
community volunteer aff ec-
tionately known as Johnny Z. 

The free show will take 
place outside Z’s Corner Cafe, 
the live music mecca that Zia-
da built at 407 Campbell Ave. 
The public is invited. 

During the one-hour con-
cert, Campbell Avenue from 
Brown to Main streets will re-
main closed, city offi  cials said. 

The Memorial Day parade 
will include an eight-seat golf 
cart carrying former grand 
marshals that is bedecked 
with a star gracing the names 
of those deceased. Other vet-
erans will ride on a fl oat. 

It will also include a fl yover 
by a C-130 Hercules, a four-
engine turboprop military 
transport aircraft operated by 
the Connecticut Air National 
Guard. 

Linton will guide the proces-
sion from a golf cart fl anked 
by the West Haven Police 
Honor Guard. 

The 90-minute parade, in 
memory of the deceased mem-
bers of the U.S. armed forces 
of all wars, will showcase 
the city’s legion of veterans 
groups. 

The procession will include 
bands from West Haven, in-
cluding West Haven High and 
Bailey Middle schools, and 
bands from New Haven, such 
as the Village Drill Team and 
the Roberto Clemente Leader-
ship Academy. 

It will include cheerlead-
ers from the West Haven Se-
ahawks and Jeeps from the 
Connecticut Beach Cruisers. 

The procession will also 
spotlight the traditional con-
tingent of youth organizations 
and sports leagues, dance 
troupes and Scout troops, 
fraternal organizations and 
service clubs, local and state 
leaders, police offi  cers and 
fi refi ghters. 

Linton was born and raised 
in Bridgeport and graduated 
from Central High School in 
1968. 

In September 1969, Linton 
joined the Army at age 19. He 
completed basic training eight 
weeks later at Fort Dix, New 
Jersey, followed by advanced 
training at Fort Lee, Virginia, 
in preparation for Vietnam. 

For the next 10 months, he 
was stationed with the 3rd Ar-
mored Division in West Ger-
many and worked in inven-
tory control, known as stock 
control. 

In December 1970, Linton 
was deployed to the 92nd En-
gineer Batt alion in Long Binh, 
South Vietnam, where he 
managed a warehouse and op-
erated a bulldozer, in addition 
to other wartime duties. 

The batt alion, stationed un-
der the 159th Engineer Group, 
constructed warehouses, mo-
tor pool sheds, chapels, air-
fi elds, pipeline systems and 
barracks. The batt alion also 
maintained supply routes and 
operated a rock quarry. 

Linton was honorably dis-
charged as a specialist E-4 in 
January 1972. He received the 
Army Commendation Medal, 
the National Defense Service 
Medal and the Vietnam Ser-
vice Medal with two service 
stars. 

He also received the Re-
public of Vietnam Campaign 
Medal, a South Vietnamese 
military campaign medal for 

support of operations in Viet-
nam after 1960. 

The Vietnam War is a sto-
ry of patriots who pushed 
through jungles and rice pad-
dies, heat and monsoon, fi ght-
ing heroically to preserve the 
ideals and liberties that Amer-
icans hold dear. 

From la Drang to Hue, U.S. 
troops won every major batt le 
of Vietnam. Through more 
than a decade of combat over 
air, land and sea, they upheld 
the highest traditions of the 
armed forces. And more than 
58,000 sacrifi ced all they had 
and all they would ever know 
in service to their country. 

After the Army, Linton 
fabricated tire valve stems at 

Bridgeport Brass until 1977, 
when he moved to San Diego 
and worked at a shipyard do-
ing pipe fi tt ing and ductwork. 

In late 1979, Linton returned 
to Connecticut and worked for 
the city of Milford as a laborer, 
truck driver and sewer line 
mechanic until his retirement 
in 2005. 

Linton stays active as a 
member of Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 7788, the American 
Legion Post 196 and Vietnam 
Veterans of America Chapter 
251. He serves as the chapter’s 
POW/MIA chairman and or-
ganizes its yearly vigils, tradi-
tionally held on the Saturday 
before Father’s Day. 

Linton lives in the Alling-

town neighborhood of Maltby 
Avenue. He has two sons, two 
daughters, 10 grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren. 

He is the former 19-year 
companion of Veterans Coun-
cil President Lorelee “Lori” 
Grenfell, who died Feb. 19, 
2015, at age 60. 

Grenfell, a Vietnam veteran, 
served stateside in the Wom-
en’s Army Corps in 1972-75. 

In May 2015, Veterans Coun-
cil members and city offi  cials 
dedicated a granite stone in 
memory of Grenfell, the grand 
marshal of the 2001 Memo-
rial Day parade, during the 
dedication of the eighth phase 
of the brick Veterans Walk of 
Honor in Bradley Point Park. 

Shore Haven offers annual
scholarships to alum players

Shore Haven Junior Baseball will be accepting applications from 
June 2022 high school seniors that are pursing further education.  The 
league will be awarding scholarships in the amount of $250.00 each.  

All applicants must have participated in the league for at least two 
years.  

Applications must be returned by May 31, 2022 to Charles Gunning, 
125 Central Ave.  More information can be obtained from area high 
school guidance counselor offices or by calling Charles Gunning at 
(203) 934-9740.
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Devils’ nine, lady lax break skeins

Photos by Todd Dandelske

Brandon Sihaphong prepares to smash a return against 
North Haven. Below -- Mia Rubirosa delivers from the circle 
in her win over the Academics. Her no-hitt er was marred by 
one walk in the 12-0 win.

The West Haven baseball team was looking 
to clinch a postseason spot. The Westies were 
also looking to sweep their cross-town rivals 
for the second straight year. 

Neither happened. 
Taking advantage of 13 West Haven walks 

and three West Haven errors, the Westies fell to 
the Green Knights 13-2 at Piurek Field. 

The loss was West Haven third in fourth 
games as the Westies fell to 7-5, remaining one 
win away from qualifying for the postseason. 

Four West Haven pitchers combined to al-
low six hits and struck out fi ve, but the walks 
proved crucial in the loss as did the West Ha-
ven errors. 

Trailing 2-0 in the second, West Haven cut 
the defi cit in half as Dylan Supan walked, John 
Lindsay reached on an error, and with runners 
on the corners, Corey Coggins delivered Supan 
with a sacrifi ce fl y to right. 

The Green Knights put the game away in the 
third with six runs on six walks and two hits. 

Scoring fi ve times in the sixth inning, Amity 
outlasted West Haven 8-1 at Amity High School 
Thursday afternoon. 

The long inning spoiled what was a solid start 
by West Haven’s Jack Hay. The West Haven se-
nior pitched well enough to keep the Westies 
in the game, but the West Haven off ense could 
not string together much on off ense, scoring its 
lone run in the fi rst inning when Tyler DeSanty 
walked and came around to score on an error.

With the loss, West Haven dropped its fourth 
decision in its last fi ve games. 

West Haven has been struggling of late. Even 
the return of star Gianni Gambardella could 
not help get the Westies back on track. 

Scoring three times in the fi rst and adding 
another in the fourth, Hand held on to defeat 
West Haven, 4-3 in Madison.

 For fi ve innings, it looked as if the West Ha-
ven baseball team would be sealing the deal for 
the postseason. The sixth inning was a diff erent 
story. 

A pair of West Haven errors led to three 
Hamden runs in the sixth inning, before the 
Green Dragons scored four times in the ninth 
inning to defeat the Westies 9-5 at Piurek Field.

Struggling to come up with a big hit in its 
fourth straight loss, West Haven turned to 
some small ball. The end result was a 3-run fi fth 
inning rally and a 5-2 lead over Hamden. 

With the game even at two, Ray Gilbert led 
off  the fi fth with an infi eld single, moved to sec-

ond on a sacrifi ce and third on a bunt single by 
Harp. John Lindsay followed with his second 
hit of the day to score Gilbert, before a bases 
loaded single by Coggins plated Harp and 
Lindsay for a 5-2 lead. 

The rally broke open a tie game after Ham-
den scored single runs in the third and fourth 
innings to knot the game at two. 

West Haven (7-8) got on the board fi rst with 
two runs in the bott om of the fi rst inning. 

DeSanty started the rally when he reached on 
an error to lead off , and Gambardella singled 
to left to put two on. DeSanty stole third and 
scored on an error on the play, before Lindsay’s 
two-out single to right scored Gambardella for 
a 2-0 lead.

Th Westies failed to extend the lead, strand-
ing the bases loaded in the second, and leaving 
one on in each of the third and fourth innings. 

One day after suff ering a disappointing extra 
inning loss against Hamden, the West Haven 
baseball team rebounded with a 19-2 victory 
over Platt  Tech on Senior Night at Piurek Field. 
With the 19-hit att ack, West Haven picked up 
its eight win and qualifi ed for the postseason. 

The Westies (8-8) took a 2-0 lead in the sec-
ond, then scored 14 times in the third for a 16-0 
advantage.

Senior Damian Gazzaneo led the off ense 
with three hits, two runs batt ed in, and two 
runs scored, while Jones had three hits and 
three runs batt ed in.   

Lindsay added two hits, four runs batt ed in, 
and two runs scored, while Gambardella had 
two hits, including a home run, drove in three 
runs and scored twice. 

Behind a game-tying single from Gilbert 
in the seventh and a game-winning single by 
Dylan Supan one batt er later, West Haven ral-
lied to defeat the Rams 4-3 at Piurek Field in 
West Haven Monday afternoon.

The late rally made a winner out of sopho-
more relief pitcher Chase Supan, who tossed 
two scoreless innings, striking out a pair. Chase 
Supan relieved started Gambardella, who al-
lowed six hits and three earned runs, while 
walking one and striking out six in fi ve innings 
of work. 

West Haven’s winning rally started with a 
one-out single by DeSanty, who advanced to 
second on an errant pickoff . After Gambardel-
la was intentionally walked, Gilbert singled 
to right to score DeSanty with the equalizer. 

See Westies, page 16
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West Haven Girls’ Lax celebrates Senior Day and then went out and beat Shelton 15-6.


