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Jimmies, Inc. files new appeal
over plan revisions for NEBCO

Ed. Note: The original announcement was issued by Michael P. 
Walsh, Director of Communications for the city. The remainder of the 
following is from Voice staff .

The owners of a seafood restaurant on the West Haven shore-
line have fi led an appeal against the city’s Planning and Zoning 
Commission and Rock Street Brewery LLC, the developer of a 
taproom proposed by New England Brewing Co. at the city-
owned site of the former Savin Rock Conference Center at 6 
Rock St. 

The appeal, fi led recently by Jimmies Inc. at Superior Court in 
Milford, claims that despite developer Doug Gray’s modifi ca-
tion of the original plan to scale back the brewery project, the 
new plan will encroach on an existing easement. 

“It is very disappointing that after the groundwork, accom-
modations and public feedback, Jimmies decided to move for-
ward with an appeal of the most recent zoning decision,” Mayor 
Dorinda Borer said. “It was particularly surprising as they had 
recently issued a public statement indicating their willingness 
to work with the city.” 

Borer said upon receiving the appeal, she subsequently met 
with Jimmies of Savin Rock owners James and Paul Gagliardi to 
determine the prospect of a collaborative path forward for the 
project, which would include a taproom for Woodbridge craft 
brewery NEBCO in the 22,000-square-foot conference center 
building. 

“Unfortunately, their appeal remains in eff ect, and the city 
will put its best foot forward in defending the Planning and 
Zoning Commission’s decision that allowed the latest brewery 
plan to go forward,” Borer said. “We continue to be committ ed 
to bringing NEBCO to West Haven.” 

The appeal is the latest in a series of setbacks for the project, 
which was approved in August of 2022. The City Council ap-
proved a 60-year agreement. The agreement as fi rst approved, 
was a ground lease allowing for the city to maintain ownership 
of the 4-acre property while allowing Gray, the principal of 
the Delaware-based limited liability company, to demolish the 
existing conference center and construct a 46,165-square-foot 
building that would include a brewery, a taproom and event 
space. 

Almost immediately, the plan came under scrutiny, and a 
lawsuit was fi led by Jimmies, opposing it. That lawsuit, plus 
what was seen as some opposition within the council as the time 
moved forward saw Gray decide to pull the project in Septem-
ber of last year.

Gray had made alterations to the specifi cations in order to ac-
commodate the listed complaints, including revising the build-
ing’s footprint so that it would accommodate that of the existing 

See Appeal, page 9

File Photos
The Savin Rock Conference Center (above) has seen two private owners, a city takeover un-

der the Shoreline agreement of the 1980s, and a point of contention over a two-year eff ort to 
make it a taproom/brewery under NEBCO. Below is the original plan for the building that was 
to replace the current building. That, too, has been scrapped in order to expedite the process.
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On this Date
2002 -- The fi rst prisoners 

arrive in Guantanamo Bay. 
Following reports of torture, 
Amnesty International called 
the situation at the US deten-
tion camp a “human rights 
scandal”.

1985 -- The fi rst Rock in 
Rio music festival is held. 
A whopping 1.5 million peo-
ple att ended, making it the 
world’s largest music festival.

1962 -- A massive landslide 
kills 4,000 in Peru. Nine vil-
lages in the Río Santa Valley 
were engulfed by a 12-meter 
wall of rock and ice.

1935 -- Amelia Earhart fl ies 
solo from Hawaii to the U.S. 
mainland.  She was the fi rst 
person to achieve this feat. Her 
journey took her from Hono-
lulu to Oakland, California.

1922 -- Insulin is used for 
the fi rst time to treat diabe-
tes Fourteen-year-old Leonard 
Thompson was the fi rst per-
son to receive the medication 
to combat his Type 1 diabetes

1378 -- Earliest record in 
Durham, England of “Plough 
Monday,” the fi rst Monday af-
ter the Feast of Epiphany (Jan. 
6) when agricultural work 
could restart. Work schedules 
were determined many times 
by the church calendar.

1158 -- Vladislav II of Bohe-
mia becomes king.

1055 -- Theodora is crowned 
Empress of the Byzantine Em-
pire.

Roman Orsini, age 4, a student at the West Haven Child De-
velopment Center, Inc., is predicting snowy weather just right 
for building a snowman.

*The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 1/11/24. Limited time offer is available to residents and businesses of West Haven, 
Orange, and Milford, CT. Rate is subject to change at any time. Minimum balance to open and earn APY is $500. To earn the best rate, 
both accounts - checking and CD - must be opened at the same time. Fees could reduce earnings. Early withdrawal penalties apply. 
Funds must represent a new deposit to New Haven Bank. CD will renew at the standard 6-month rate and term at that time.

Experience 
the power
of local banking 
IN WEST HAVEN.

Our West Haven branch 
at 636 Campbell Avenue
is now open. Start 
experiencing what local 
banking truly means 

Learn more and view 

newhavenbank.com/

when you also open a checking account

Personal & Business Accounts Available.

Join us for our Grand Opening Celebration!
Wednesday, January 17th – Wednesday, January 31st, 2024

APY*

7-MONTH CD

Joseph F. McVety, Jr., aka “Joey Bond” was formally installed 
as Master of Annawon Lodge, #115 Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons of West Haven Saturday morning during colorful and 
elaborate rites. He replaces Worshipful Master Christopher 
Ryan Belous. 

A bail bondsman by trade since 2000, McVety has owned 
Joey Bond Bail Bond’s since 2014. He is currently New England 
Director for the Professional Bail Agents of the United States 
(PBUS) and a past board member of the Bail Association of Con-
necticut. McVety is also an agent with the William Raveis Real 
Estate Milford offi  ce. A native of West Haven, McVety currently 
resides in East Haven. McVety joined Annawon Lodge in 2018 
and was raised by then Worshipful Master Steven R. Mullins. 

The rites were presided over by The Reverend and Most Wor-
shipful Brother Bruce Bellmore, past Grand Master of Connecti-
cut Masons and att ended by the current Grand Master MWB 
Joseph Porco.

 In addition to McVety, other officers installed were: Chap-
lain Richard Biela, Senior Warden Douglas J. Turcott e, III, Junior 
Warden Jeremy Borelli, Treasurer Gerald Calibritt o, Secretary 
Dennis Frosolone, Senior Deacon John McManus, Junior Dea-
con Brian Drury, Senior Stewart Joseph Viola, Junior Stewart 
Joshua Dwyer, Marshall Richard M. Cordero, Tiler Scott  Shap-
py, Historian Peter King Organist Christian Helwig, Almoner 
Johnny Garcia, PM and Belous as Trustee.

Photograph by Steven R. Mullins 

MASTER JOSEPH McVETY, Jr.

McVety installed
Annawon Master

  Mystery PhotoMystery Photo

Photo courtesy of West Haven Historical Society
Can you identify this landmark from a postcard provided 

by the West Haven Historical Society?
Send an email to info@whhistoricalsociety.org
First correct response will win a copy of Images of America 

West Haven. A full explanation of the photo will appear next 
week.



A FRESH FACE TO MOVE
WEST HAVEN FORWARD

VOTE ROW A - JANUARY 23RD!

ENDORSED BY:
U.S. SENATOR CHRIS MURPHY
GOVERNOR NED LAMONT
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
SUSAN BYSIEWICZ
STATE COMPTROLLER
SEAN SCANLON
FORMER STATE REP.
DORINDA BORER
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
MATTHEW RITTER
WEST HAVEN DEMOCRATIC
TOWN COMMITTEE

PAID FOR BY HEFFERNAN FOR WEST HAVEN. MICHELLE
CAPRIO, TREASURER. APPROVED BY BILL HEFFERNAN.

RETIRED WEST HAVEN FIREFIGHTER
LIBRARY PRESIDENT
“TACOMA FD” CONSULTING PRODUCER
COMMUNITY HOUSE BOARD MEMBER
UNION MEMBER
COMMUNITY LEADER

QUESTIONS? CALL 475-318-0542 FOR HELP WITH ABSENTEE
BALLOTS, A LAWN SIGN, OR GENERAL QUESTIONS
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Dear Felicia
Happy New Year, honey-

bunch. Hope yore plans for the 
year go according to schedule. 
It seemed a bit quieter around 
the homestead this year, with 
not as much frivolity as in past 
years. I know one thing, the 
annual sett ing off  of M80s in 
the neighborhood didn’t go 
off . Usually jest after midnight 
for as long as Cobina could re-
member, there would be a bar-
rage of the big boomers. This 
year, not so much. These ole 
bones didn’t see the New Year 
come in. We were in the Land 
of Nod and happy to be so, 
especially since the neighbor-
hood reenactment of the Third 
Batt le of the Marne didn’t take 
place.

Oh, and I gott a tell yew 
about this new acronym Co-
bina learned over the holiday 
season. AWFL. We’d been 
reading a few things online 
when this acronym would 
fi nd it’s way across the pages. 
Well, a lit’le search and we 
found it: Affl  uent White Fe-
male Liberal. Perty apt, no? 
Certainly does fi t the descrip-
tion of more than a few people 
in public life.

Here in the Asylum by the 
Sea things were relatively qui-
et as politicos and setch were 
trying to stay on the “Nice” 
list rather than the “Naughty” 
one. I don’t know how many 
lumps some of the local yokels 
found in their stockings, but 

we hope a few o’ them did. 
Tennyate, a couple of in-

teresting things did happen. 
Foist off  was the nomination 
of Bill Heff ernan for the as-
sembly seat left vacant when 
Herroner became Herroner. 
The 115th will have a special 
election this month to fi ll the 
seat and Heff ernan was the 
Demmies’ nominee. That kind 
o’ altered the perception that 
was around some parts of the 
burg that former Mayor Ed 
O’Brien was gonna git the nod. 

Sammy Bluejay sez that the 
word about the party is that 
Herroner was the person who 
came up with Heff ernan’s 
name, and, though she know 
O’Brien was interested, no 
endorsement was ever given. 
That’s the scutt lebutt . Soooo, 
that don’t mean there won’t 
be an O’Brien in the race. Sam-
my sez that whilst fl utt ering 
around town, he happened 
to see lawn signs showing Ed 
is running. That’s an interest-
ing twist, and given the low 
turnout for setch ballots, al-
most anything can happen. So, 
there it is.

Over on the GOP side, Syl-
vana Appicella is running with 
the imprimatur of the Town 
Committ ee. She’s a good can-
didate in a vastly Democratic 
borough. But, with the Dem-
mies having essentially two 
candidates, who knows? 

Still, one wonders what this 

latest schism is gonna have on 
the party, since Democratic 
unity was the mantra of the 
last mayoral campaign. I guess 
time will tell, won’t it?

~~~
Of course, after Sammy left, 

Nelly Nuthatch showed up, and 
was beginning to talk about the 
caucuses that will be coming up 
in the next litt le while. After ev-
ery mayoral year, the town com-
mitt ee selections are set in Febru-
ary. Eff en there is consensus on 
each of the 60member town com-
mitt ees, the endorsed people take 
their seats. But that ain’t usually 
the way it happens around here.

There may be some, if not 
many, primaries which’ll take 
place in March. In past years 
we’ve had full-on slates of 60 
running against full-on slates of 
60. What happens will be an in-
dicator of how things are in the 
political parties. Eff en there is a 
big primary in the Demmies, that 
aforementioned unity might be 
stillborn. It’ll be interesting to see 
what happens and who comes out 
as chairmen of the two organiza-
tions There was some thought 
Mike Last might hang up his po-
litical hat and retire, but some are 
saying not so fast. 

Whoever gets the chairman-
ship will be an indication of what 
should be expected in the next two 
years. Either way, with Dorinda 
Borer in total control of party 
allegiance at the present time, it 
will be she who determines who 

sits in the chair. That’s for sure.
Over on the GOP side, one 

doesn’t expect too much of an 
overhaul, at least not as far as 
we can see right now. Dave Ric-
cio is the chairman, and who in 
their right mind would wanna 
take it away from him? The party 
is broke, jest took a trouncing, 
and whatever good will and new 
faces might have been coaxed into 
running last fall, history tells us, 
they kind of wither away.

Don’t expeck too much from 
the Republicans. You don’t git 
disappernted that way.

~~~
With the turn of the calendar, 

Iva Lootey reminded me that 
the three-month slog called the 
“budget” begins this month. 
Usually, the Board of Finance 
sits and reviews the requests 
that should be trickling into 
the offi  ce from the department 
heads. That is the start of the 
process. The review takes the 
bulk of the month, and then 
the BOF makes its own recom-
mendations. The next phase 
is the review by the mayoral 
staff  and Finance Director, and 
then a proposed budget is put 
together and given to a special 
session of the City Council in 
March. Review takes place in 
April, and by the Foist Thurs-
day in May, all is supposed to 
be in place by charter. 

The BOF has not really 
played much of a part in many 
of the budgets the Rossi Ad-
ministration proposed, some-
thing that rankled those who 
sat on the Board. How it hap-
pens under the new admin-
istration will be a source of 
interest. One would think get-
ting that group involved is a 
good thing. If nothing else it 
gives some political cover…
plausible deniability, ya know.

This is the time the rubber 
hits the road as far as admin-
istrations go. There is nothing 
so tedious as putt ing together 
a budget. It’s made more te-
dious because the MARB, that 
panel of overseers, is looking 
over everyone’s shoulder.

And, despite all the meet-
ings, testimony, questions 
and bickering, when the fi nal 
budget comes out it is MARB 
that has the fi nal say on the 
document, can make its own 
changes, and raise the mill 
rate as it sees fi t. That means 
all the hours put in by so many 
can be ignored by so few. 
That, m’dear, makes a tedious 
job like budget-making all the 
more brutal.

~~~
Madame Olga came in with a 

cute story this past week, and it 
has to do with the new City Trea-
surer Ron Quagliani. Now, Ron 
as you remember was an up-and-
coming member of the constabu-
lary in his younger days, and 
worked his way up the food chain 
to chief, where he sat for a few 
years. He is now working at the 

University of New Haven, and 
has quite the situation.

Tennyrate, Ron said when he 
was elected that he wasn’t gonna 
just have  stamp made and have 
checks stamped with his signa-
ture, he was gonna sign each 
and every check other than pay-
roll, and see what is going out on 
aregular basis. He called it anoth-
er “check.”

Soooo, the foist couple o’ weeks 
were interesting: he’d come in 
on Thursday, roll up his sleees, 
and begin signing. Cobina knew 
about this, and that is why she 
made jokes about sending him a 
fountain pen for Christmas. The 
fi rst few weeks we hear-tell the 
number of checks was well over 
400. That stayed true for the fi rst 
few times, and now it’s down to a 
more manageable number. 

We can jest imagine the hand 
cramps that could set in whilst 
trying to sign all those outlays. 
More power to him It has to be 
somewhat satisfying, though, see-
ing the stack of checks go from 
one side of the desk to t’other. No?

~~~
We wonder eff en reality 

has set in for the new mem-
bers of the City Council. We 
have a feelin’ it might have. 
We see it every changeover. 
Running for the offi  ce is one 
thing, sitt ing through those 
interminable meetings is quite 
another. That dose of reality 
is something the new mem-
bers all hafta go through, and 
sometimes it’s more than they 
expeck. 

New Chairman Nick Pascale 
is a veteran, having served in 
previous administrations in 
the early to mid 2000s, and 
now he’s the chairman. Let’s 
hope he fi nds a way to make 
those meetings productive – 
and brief! The two don’t hafta 
be mutually exclusive. It jest 
matt ers eff en people on the 
council like to hear the sound 
of their voices. Those people 
are easy to pick out in very 
short order.

~~~
One fi nal note, we hear the 

Beach Street roadbed project 
won’t be fi nished until March 
sometime. That’s the woid of peo-
ple in the neighborhood. The new 
condos on the corner of Monahan 
Place and Beach Street are still 
being built but some of the fi rst 
ones are already sold, with people 
moving in. 

Word is weather and some 
other things are putt ing off  the 
opening of the main artery, closed 
since summer. Oh well, the way 
time fl ies at our age, it’ll seem like 
nothing.

We know former State Rep 
Steve Dargan liked the quiet o the 
nighborhood this past summer. 
Sez that no motorcycle noise was 
a real treat. Still, it’s a main drag.

With that bit o’ chatt er, I’ll 
close this time till next, mitt  luff  
und kizzez,

Cobina
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Confession of an ‘expert’
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
The public-health offi  cials 

are gett ing around to admit-
ting the fallibility of public-
health offi  cials. 

The former head of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health dur-
ing the pandemic and current 
science advisor to President 
Joe Biden, Francis Collins, 
has noted that he and his col-
leagues demonstrated an “un-
fortunate” narrow-minded-
ness. 

This is a welcome, if belated, 
confession.

Not too long ago, anyone 
who said that epidemiolo-
gists might be overly focused 
on disease prevention to the 
exclusion of other concerns 
-- you know, like jobs, mental 
health, and schooling -- were 
dismissed as reckless nihilists 
who didn’t care if their fellow 
citizens died en masse. 

Now, Francis Collins has 
weighed in to tell us that many 
of the people considered close-
minded and anti-science dur-
ing COVID-19 were advanc-
ing an appropriately balanced 
view of the trade-off s inherent 
in the pandemic response. 

“If you’re a public-health 
person and you’re trying to 
make a decision, you have this 
very narrow view of what the 
right decision is,” Collins said 
at an event earlier this year 
that garnered att ention online 

the last couple of days. 
This is not a new insight, or 

a surprising one. It’s a litt le 
like saying Bolsheviks will be 
focused on nationalizing the 
means of production over ev-
erything else, or a golf pro will 
be monomaniacal about the 
proper mechanics of a swing. 

The problem comes, of 
course, when public health, or 
“public health,” becomes the 
only guide to public policy. 
Then, you are giving a group 
of obsessives, who have an 
important role to play within 
proper limits, too much power 
in a way that is bound to dis-
tort your society. 

Francis Collins, again: “So 
you att ach infi nite value to 
stopping the disease and sav-
ing a life. You att ach zero 
value to whether this actually 
totally disrupts people’s lives, 
ruins the economy, and has 
many kids kept out of school 
in a way that they never quite 
recover from.”

True and well said, but 
that’s an awful lot of very im-
portant things to att ach “zero 
value” to. He also admitt ed to 
having an urban bias, driven 
by working out of Washington 
D.C. and thinking almost ex-
clusively about New York City 
and other major cities. 

If Francis Collins and his 
cohort got it wrong, the likes 
of Florida governor Ron De-
Santis and Georgia governor 

Brian Kemp -- and the ren-
egade scientists and doctors 
who supported their more 
modulated approach to the 
pandemic -- got it right. 

It’s always worth remem-
bering that the pandemic was 
a once-in-hundred-years event 
and initially, we had very lit-
tle information and very few 
means to prevent and treat 
the disease. It is inevitable that 
decision-makers are going to 
make mistakes in such a crisis, 
and adjust as they go. 

That said, the scientists 
who were in positions of au-
thority could have shown 
more modesty. They could 
have welcomed debate. They 
could have distanced them-
selves from -- or bett er yet, 
denounced -- the campaign of 
moral bullying carried out in 
their name. 

Many people wanted to out-
source their thinking to the 
experts and then, with a great 
sense of righteousness, rely 
on arguments from authority 
to demonize their opponents 
and shut down every policy 
dispute. 

Francis Collins, one of the 
most eminent scientists in the 
country and a subtle thinker 
who dissents from the ortho-
doxy that science and faith 
are incompatible, would have 
been an ideal voice to counter 
the propaganda campaigns 

See Lowry, page 7

Resolutions for ‘24
With the turning of the calendar, we read of many 

periodicals, columnists, and pundits who have sug-
gestions for New Year’s Resolutions. We at the Voice 
offer our own set of resolutions for public and private 
residents, those in public life, and those who are not:

Honesty, even when inconvenient, is the best policy 
– Over the last few years, we have seen those in pub-
lic life and elsewhere forget what they say matters, 
and whether they are honest is important. A bit of 
honesty goes a long way in retaining public trust. We 
submit the current lack of trust in leadership, locally 
and nationally, is the inability of those in charge to 
treat the public as full participants in the process. 
Whether it was the pandemic and its aftermath, the 
January 6 riot, and its investigation, or locally with 
the corruption of local politicians. We found out the 
truth, when inconvenient is “spun,” or reconfi gured 
to fi t a narrative. Indeed, if there is a word that de-
scribes the last few years it is “narrative.”

Approach the narrative with respectful skepticism 
– Politicians and pundits are very quick to set up a 
narrative and defend it, even when the facts show 
otherwise. We think of many cases, but Kyle Rit-
tenhouse is most certainly a case in point. The nar-
rative set up about his case was quick and almost 
devastatingly created an injustice. There are many 
who still believe him guilty despite incontrovertible 
evidence. Nicholas Sandmann is another case where 
the narrative – even after it was refuted – has lived 
on. Narratives abound with the pandemic as well, 
and we are fi nding out those in control were only 
protecting their ill-gotten gains. Next time a narra-
tive seems too facile, listen, but be skeptical.

Experts are not impeccable; they are just as prone 
to corruption as anyone – We are most especially 
talking in this case of Dr. Anthony Fauci. Lionized 
by the press and politicians we are fi nding out more 
this “expert” was and is a criminal who should be 
prosecuted, along with many who profi ted from the 
Wuhan laboratory. This is a case of hubris and greed. 
Hubris in the belief that he was above criticism and 
questioning, and greed because of the millions he 
secured in his investments. The many doctors who 
fought him, the many nurses who lost their jobs, the 
many people who had an informed belief he was fol-
lowing the wrong path, have since been vindicated. 
But he is not the only one. Anytime a person is por-
trayed as an “expert” fi nd out who is paying them. 
You will fi nd the opinions they are giving are, often, 
infl uenced by who signs the check.

People who disagree with your opinions are not evil 
– If there is one factor that is eroding the public dis-
course more than foul language and faux rage. It is 
the belief that one’s opinions hold the moral high 
ground, and any opposing view is on its face evil. 
This is the product of Diversity, Equity, and Inclu-
sion (DEI) propaganda being taught in schools and 
universities. We hope recent events are the begin-
ning of the end for this pernicious error. The corpo-
rate world is fi nding out the DEI mantra is bad for 
business, creates mediocrity, and leads to decisions 
not in the best interest of the stockholders, for whom 
company boards have a fi duciary responsibility. But 
the notion that someone’s beliefs rightly spoken are 
evil on their face is an infantile way of seeing the 
world. People who advance these ideas should be 
rightly mocked and called out for what they are: pro-
pagandists.

The year 2024 is just upon us, we hope it brings 
a year of peace in winding down the wars that exist, 
prosperity in mind, soul and fortune, and happiness 
to all our readers, advertisers, and friends.
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Current and former city residents who served in the Viet-
nam War are sought by the West Haven Vietnam Memorial Inc. 
Committ ee to have their names inscribed on a new section of 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Bradley Point Park. 

To qualify for name recognition on the memorial “wall,” Viet-
nam veterans must apply and meet the following requirements: 

— Applicants must live or have lived in West Haven. Veter-
ans living in West Haven must provide proof of residence, such 
as a utility bill. 

— Applicants must have served in-country during the Viet-
nam War. 

— Applicants must have been honorably discharged from 
military service. A DD214 form (Certifi cate of Release or Dis-
charge from Active Duty) is required. 

— Applicants must share potential costs, if any. 
The committee does not have a formal 

application. Veterans must mail all documents, which are due 
April 1, to West Haven Vietnam Veterans, City Hall, lower 
level, 355 Main St., West Haven 06516. 

Those with questions can call Bill at (203) 521-2356, Steve at  
(475) 655-2993 or Paul at (203) 500-2159. 

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial includes a black granite wall 
inscribed with the names of those from West Haven who served 
or gave their lives in Vietnam from 1959 to 1975, along with 
three white flagpoles draped with the American, Connecticut 
and prisoner-of-war flags. 

The memorial, dedicated Nov. 12, 2003, also includes a black 
granite map of the four battle districts of Vietnam bearing the 
inscription “All Gave Some, Some Gave All,” as well as five 
bronze insignia markers atop black granite posts representing 
each branch of the U.S. armed forces. 

Lowry: ‘Experts’ were wrong
Continued from page 6
that aimed to suppress unwelcome views and even unwelcome 
facts. Instead, he stuck with his tribe.

It’s progress, though, to realize that scientists, too, are sus-
ceptible to group-think, recency bias and parochialism; that the 
experts may know an incredible amount about a very narrow 
area, while knowing litt le to nothing about broader matt ers of 
greater consequence; that point of views considered dangerous 
lunacy may, over time, prove out, so they shouldn’t be censored 
or otherwise quashed. It’s not just that the scientists acted like 
blinkered scientists during the pandemic; they tolerated, or par-
ticipated in, agitprop that was inimical to the scientifi c spirit and 
to good public policy. 

Viet Vets seek names;
deadline is extended

Tax changes may affect your ‘23 return
Ed. Note: Local tax consultant 

Bill Conlan has worked for al-
most fi ve decades fi ling taxes and 
addressing concerns. Once again 
this year, he has cobbled together 
those tax issues that may aff ect 
many local fi lers.

By Bill Conlan
Tax Consultant
I hope that last year was a 

good year for everyone, and 
now that the holidays are 
over, it is once again time to 
start thinking about fi ling 
your taxes for 2023.

A few changes being made 
that are not included on the 
list below have to do with the 
new 1099-K reporting require-
ment mentioned last year that 
was supposed to pertain to 
2023 taxes, however that has 
now been extended to now 
begin with the 2024 tax year.  
You may still be receiving 
1099-K information that per-
tains to any additional income 
you receive,  however the re-
porting amount is staying at 
the $20,000 amount,  or 200 
transactions.

 Many additional credits 
for child and dependent care 
expenses and the enhanced child 

tax credits that pertained to 2022  
taxes, have now expired and 
are not available for 2023 tax-
es.  Be aware that those credits 
most likely lowered your tax 
liability last year, and will not 
do so this year.  There also is 
no advanced child tax cred-
its available for 2023 taxes as 
there were for last year.

 The Standard Deduction 
amounts for all filing statuses 
have increased by a cost-of-
living percentage for the tax 
year.

 The maximum contribution 
amounts for all categories of 
IRS’s, including 401K’s, 403B’s, 
457’s and Roth’s has also 
increased.

 The CT Department of 
Revenue Services has made a 
few minor changes which are as 
follows: 

The Earned Income Tax 
Credit has increased from 
30.5% of the Federal credit to 
40%.  Legislation lowers the 
two lowest rates from 3% of 
the fi rst $10,000 to 2%, and 
lowers the fi rst 5% rate to 
4.5% on the fi rst $40,000 for 
single taxpayers, and $80,000 
for married individuals.  For 

Pension and Annuity Income 
the rate gradually phases 
out at $100,00 for single and 
$150,000 for joint fi lers.  This 
phases-in over 4 years, 25% 
for 2023, 50%for 2024, 75% for 
2025, and 100% for years after 
2026 and future years.  Most 
of these changes begin after 
January 1, 2024. 

Energy Credits -- The life-
time $500 limit is now replaced 
by a $1,200 annual credit limit, 
credits are $150 for home en-
ergy audits, and $250 for ex-
terior doors and $500 total for 
all exterior doors. Also, $600 
for exterior windows and sky-
lights, central air conditioners, 
electric panels, natural gas,  
propane, or oil water heaters, 
gas or oil furnaces or hot water 
boilers and $2,000 for electric 
or gas water heaters, and bio-
mass stoves and boilers

RESIDENTIAL CLEAN EN-
ERGY CREDIT-A 30% credit 
is allowed for costs to install 
qualifying systems that  use 
solar, wind or geothermal fuel 
cell power to produce elec-
tricity, heat water or regulate 
home heat.  Qualifying resi-

dences must be in the U.S., but 
can include vacation homes

Vehicle Credits -- A clean 
vehicle credit of up to $7,500 
for Qualifi ed Plug-In Electric 
Drive Vehicles.  The credit 
is not allowed if MAGI lim-
its exceed $300,000 for MFJ, 
or $150,000 for all others, or 
if the MSRP  exceeds $80,000 
for a van or pick-up truck, or 
$55,000 for any other vehicle.  
Beginning in 2024 the cred-
its can be transferred to the 
dealers for payment on the 
vehicle to lower the price of 

the vehicle.  The dealer must 
be a qualifi ed dealer in order 
for this credit to be transferred 
to them.  There is also a Pre-
viously-Owned Clean Vehicle 
Credit available after 2022 that 
is equal to 30% of the vehicles 
purchase price, up to a maxi-
mum credit of $4,000.  

Changes to Required Mini-
mum Distributions (RMD’S) 
--Many changes in the laws 
were made to RMD rules, and 
I will touch on a few that you 
should be aware of in the com

See Taxes, page 16
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A Partner in the 
Community

www.newhaven.edu

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX
 
State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

2001865

Combine and get in 
on the surprise.

Here’s the deal, our Home and Auto rates are already great. But when 
you combine with State Farm®, you can save even more. Call me to 
discover your surprisingly great rates on Home and Auto today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516
Bus: 203-932-0591

City issues schedule of bulk trash pickups
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
The 2024 bulk trash pickup 

weeks are April 22-26 and 
Sept. 16-20. 

West Haven residents are 
reminded to separate metals, 
recyclables and regular trash 
from bulk trash and put them 
out no more than 24 hours be-
fore pickup. Violations carry 

a $100 fi ne per daily off ense, 
acting Public Works Commis-
sioner Robert Sandella said. 

Residents are also reminded 
to “Put a Lid on It!” and use 
lids on all trash cans. Rain-
soaked trash costs West Hav-
en 10 times more at the dump, 
according to Sandella, adding 
that using trash can lids will 
save the city money by reduc-

ing the weight of trash and 
cost of tipping fees. 

Bulk items include couches, 
chairs, tables, carpeting, pad-
ding and fencing, which may 
not exceed 6 feet in length. No 
building materials, tires, mat-
tresses, propane tanks or haz-
ardous waste are accepted. 

Options for disposing of 
building materials include 
renting a dumpster or bring-
ing the materials to a disposal 
facility for a fee. 

Tires and matt resses are not 
considered bulk trash and will 
not be collected. 

Tires can be brought to 
Town Fair Tire, 63 Boston 
Post Road, Orange, for a fee of 
$2.75 per tire. 

To dispose of matt resses, 
residents must buy matt ress 
bags from the Department of 
Public Works and put them 
out for pickup on their weekly 
curbside collection day from 
April 1-Oct. 4. The bags cost 
$30 each. 

Hazardous waste can be 
dropped off  for free at Haz-
Waste Central, 90 Sargent 
Drive, New Haven. HazWaste 
is open Saturday mornings 
from mid-May through Oc-
tober. Propane tanks can be 
brought to Taylor Rental, 304 
Boston Post Road, Orange, for 
a fee of $10.60 per tank. 

The amount of bulk trash 
per collection is limited to 6 

cubic yards, which is equal 
to a pile of trash about 6 feet 
long, 6 feet wide and 4.5 feet 
high. 

Homeowners are required 
to rent a dumpster or hire a 
junk removal service at their 
expense if trash exceeds 6 cu-
bic yards. Otherwise, trash 
exceeding 6 cubic yards will 
be left at the curb, and a $100 
fi ne per daily off ense will be 
imposed, Sandella said. 

To prevent a potential fi ne, 
property owners should fa-
miliarize themselves with 
the city’s trash guidelines 
at htt ps://www.cityofwest-
haven.com/260/Bulk-Trash-
Pickup-Other-Services.

Bulk trash must be gener-
ated by the customer at the 
residential unit where it is col-
lected. Trash will not be col-
lected if it is generated by any-
one other than the resident of 
the home. 

Bulk items must be separat-
ed and orderly. Do not place 
them next to a mailbox or util-
ity pole or close to a fence, 
Sandella said. 

Also, do not place bulk 
items in front of a vacant lot 
or home — they will not be 
collected, he said. In addition 
to bulk trash, the city picks 
up metals, including house-
hold appliances, also known 
as white goods, and toilets. 
To schedule a pickup on their 

curbside collection day, resi-
dents must call the Highway 
Department at 203-937-3644 or 
203-937-3585. Appliance doors 
must be removed. 

The 2024 leaf bag pickup 
schedule is April 15-Dec. 13. 
The bags are picked up on 
residents’ weekly collection 
days. Leaves and grass clip-
pings must be in separate bio-
degradable paper bags and 
will not be accepted if they are 
in plastic bags. The city also 
picks up brush that is cut into 
3-to-6-foot lengths and tied in 
small bundles, no more than 
70 pounds. Logs and stumps 
are prohibited. 

Residents can bring grass 
clippings as well as bagged 
leaves and untied brush to the 
compost site, 1 Kimberly Ave., 
from 7:30 a.m.-2 p.m. week-
days and, starting in June, 
from 7:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Sat-
urdays. The fi rst cubic yard of 
compost is free with proof of 
residence. Additional compost 
costs $25 per cubic yard. Resi-
dents must bring buckets and 
shovels.

For a $50 fee, the Public 
Works Department will deliv-
er up to 2 cubic yards of com-
post to homes in West Haven.

Prior to the pickup or de-
livery of compost, residents 
must make a cash payment in 
the public works offi  ce on the

See Pickups, page 9
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Continued from page 1
structure, but eventually gave up on it, and announced pulling 
the project late last summer.

Gray then proposed amending the original lease agreement 
with the city to reflect the modified plans, which included 
renovating the existing building instead of demolishing it. The 
modified plans also included the elimination of the production 
facility of the project, essentially making it a tasting venue 
without the original “Brewed in West Haven” concept. 

Within weeks, however, the plan was back on the table, and it 
was thought the litigation would be withdrawn.

Meanwhile, Jimmies was taking heated criticism from city 
residents, and took out an ad in the West Haven Voice attempting 
to defend its reputation.

What this latest appeal does to the future of the plan is 
unknown. In the weeks leading up to Gray withdrawing the 
plan last fall, he had mentioned the possibility of other locations 
wanting to poach the project. 

The project was hoped to be a much-needed boost to the 
city’s commercial use of the shoreline as well as a remedy for 
rehabbing or demolishing the Savin Rock Conference Center. 
Built originally in the early 1970s as a replacement for Phyllis’ 
Restaurant, a longtime Savin Rock icon on its “Restaurant 
Row,” the conversion from a take-out/sit-down eatery to a more 
upscale sit-down facility never took off with the public. 

Eventually, the business moved to Milford and sold the 
building. It soon became the Casino and was a hot spot for a 
time before it too lost favor with the public. 

It was closed, and the agreement that ended 20-years of rancor 
over the future of the shoreline. 

Under Mayor Azelio “Sal” Guerra, the city came to terms with 
the Land Trust of West Haven, Inc. and the former restaurant 
location became the Savin Rock Conference Center.

Originally a favored spot for rentals and city gatherings, the 
maintenance of the building became too costly, and was closed 
in hopes of finding a new operator. 

Conversion to a wedding venue, and other such plans were 
floated. However, the cost of bringing the building up to code, 
including replacing its original roof was a hurdle to high for 
most developers.

Appeal: NEBCO plan
subject to litigation

Photos by Michael O’Brien

Feeding the 
hungry

West Haven High School 
received a grant of $100,000 
to combat food need across 
the district. Students in the 
Life Skills program used that 
money to purchase grocer-
ies at Stop & Shop, and on 
Dec. 21, they delivered those 
groceries to families at For-
est Elementary School! Coats, 
provided by the West Haven 
Rotary Club, were also avail-
able for pickup.

Continued from page 8
 third fl oor of City Hall, 355 Main St. 

No credit cards or personal checks are accepted. 
For electronic items, including TVs, the 2024 e-waste drop-off  

days are Feb. 3, April 20, June 15 and Sept. 28. 
Residents can drop off  electronic recyclables — typically any-

thing that contains a circuit board or needs a batt ery — from 8 
a.m.-noon at the city garage, 1 Collis St. 

West Haven is partnering with Take 2 Inc. of Waterbury, a 
state-approved recycler and collector of universal e-waste de-
vices, to collect residential electronic items on a quarterly basis. 

The collection is free for residents who have such items as com-
puters, monitors, printers, keyboards, modems, computer mice, 
tablet computers, TVs, VCRs, DVD players, photocopiers, fax 
machines, scanners, video game machines, digital media play-
ers, personal digital assistants, stereo equipment, telephones, 
cellphones, cameras, microwaves and other small appliances. 

Anything that has refrigerant, including air conditioners and 
dehumidifi ers, is not accepted. Those items are considered white 
goods, and residents are asked to schedule a pickup on their 
curbside collection day by calling the Highway Department. 

For details, go to htt ps://www.cityofwesthaven.com/263/E-
waste-Drop-off . 

For the e-waste drop-off , residents are asked to heed the fol-
lowing guidelines: 
      — Stay in your vehicle. 
      — Vehicles will be spaced out. Event workers will re-

move electronics from your vehicle. There should be no interac-
tion between residents and workers. 
      — No matt resses or box springs will be disposed of at 

the moment. 
      — No smoke detectors, ballasts or hazardous waste — 

lighter fl uid, liquids, paint — will be accepted. 
      — Electronic items left curbside will be tagged with in-

formation on the e-waste schedule and must be removed, or face 
a potential fi ne. 

For the latest news and information, subscribe to the city’s 
Facebook page at htt ps://www.facebook.com/CityofWestHaven. 

Pickups: City issues 
rules for bluk trash
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Heart Garland

Book Page
Heart Garland

Turn old books into charming decorations!

Friday, January 19 at 10:30 am
300 Elm Street, West Haven, CT

West Haven Library
203-937-4233

wmcirc@westhavenlibrary.org

Registration Required!

PAYMENT IS DUE BY MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2024PPAAYYMMEENNTT IISS DDUUEE BBYY MMOONNDDAAYY,, FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY 2266,, 22002244

- Roundtrip Coach Transportation
~ 8:30 AM Wednesday, April 10th:

Depart from Veterans Memorial Parking
Lot (91 Bull Hill Lane - West Haven)

~ 12:00 PM, Thursday, April 11th:
Depart from Lancaster, PA

- 1 Night / 2 Days at Eden Resort
- Meals included:

~ Dinner at Hometown Kitchen
~ Buffet Breakfast at Eden Resort

- Independent Time at Kettle Kitchen

Donna, Program Coordinator
at the West Haven Senior Center

203-937-3507
201 Noble Street

West Haven, CT 06516

N:NN::

D ' D tDonna's Destinations presents...

PPPAAAYYYMMMEEEENNNNNTTTT IIIIIISSSSSS DDDDDDUUUEEE BBBYYY MMMOOOOONNNNNDDDDDAAAYYY,,, FFFFEEEBBBRRRUUUAAARRRYYYYY 2222266666,,, 2222000222444

Buffet Breakfast at Eden Resort
- Indeppeennddeenntt Timmee aatt KKeetttlee KKiittccchheeenn

ITINE Y:IITTIINNEE YY::
CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO: WEST HAVEN SENIOR TRIP ACCOUNT

CC YYY:::COST BASED ON PER PERSON OCCUPANCY:
SINGLE: $489 DOUBLE: $429 3 PEOPLE: $409 94 PEOPLE: $399
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Submitted Photo

Christmas Queen
Noreen Adams, city resident, and Connecticut representa-

tive to the Miss Senior World Pageant was chosen by Crowns 
Magazine as its Christmas Queen, complete with a Mrs. Claus 
outfi t.

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
To help crews expedite snow removal, acting Public Works 

Commissioner Robert Sandella is reminding residents and busi-
nesses to observe parking regulations during and after storms. 

Per the “Severe Weather” parking ordinance under Chapter 
188 of the West Haven Code, police can ticket and tow vehicles 
violating the ordinance at the owner’s expense. Violators are 
subject to a $100 fi ne. 

Once snow begins to fall, a parking ban is in eff ect on the 
even-numbered side of most roads, unless one is posted with a 
“No Parking” sign on the odd side. 

The ban is in eff ect for 36 hours after a storm. Residents are 
urged to park in driveways or designated private lots. 

However, during an offi  cial snow emergency declared by 
Mayor Dorinda Borer, a parking ban will run from 11 p.m. to 
7 a.m. on both sides of Campbell and Savin avenues, Morgan 
Lane, Elm Street, Meloy Road, Second Avenue from Elm to 
Beach streets, and Main Street from Savin to Washington av-
enues. 

Sandella is also reminding residents and businesses to shovel 
their sidewalks within 24 hours after a storm or face a $25 fi ne 
“for each day that the violation persists.” 

According to the “Removal of Snow and Ice” ordinance un-
der Chapter 195 of the West Haven Code, people are given 24 
hours to remove snow from sidewalks on and bordering their 
properties. Violators are subject to the $25-per-day fi ne, which 
is enforced by the Police Department, the ordinance states. To 
report a complaint, call the department’s nonemergency line at 
203-937-3900. Complaints are kept confidential. 

Sandella also pointed out that plowing or blowing snow into 
city streets is prohibited and violators are subject to a $60 fine for 
each offense, per the ordinance. Also, residents and businesses 
with mailboxes damaged by snow thrown from a plow are the 
responsibility of the property owner. The city will only repair 
mailboxes damaged by the striking of a plow blade if there is 
visible evidence, such as paint or tire tracks. 

Snow removal around mailboxes is the property owner’s 
responsibility. Residents are also urged to help firefighters keep 
hydrants clear of snow. 

For more information, call the Highway Department at 203-
937-3644 or visit the Department of Public Works page at https://
www.cityofwesthaven.com/177/Public-Works. 

Storm parking rules
issued by City Hall
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Photo by  Michael O’Brien

Toy Closet
delivery

Carrigan Student Council 
members collected about 400 
new, unwrapped toys, and 
delivered them to the Yale 
New Haven Children’s Hos-
pital Toy Closet warehouse. 
Almost all the student coun-
cil members have received 
a toy from the Toy Closet at 
least once in their lives.
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City of West Haven
355 Main Street
West Haven, CT 06516
203-937-3637

Properly Dispose of Household Grease

How Can I Help Prevent Sewer Backups?

• Never pour grease down sink drains or into toliets or
  garbage disposals
• Pour grease and oil into a covered disposable container
  and put it in the trash “Cool It - Can It - Trash It”

• Soak up remaining fats, oil and grease with paper
  towels and dispose of with your trash
• Before you wash dishes, scrape meats and food with
  fat and grease into the trash
• Put baskets or strainers in sink drains to catch food 
  scraps and other solids, and empty the drain basket
  or strainer into the trash
• Only use garbase disposals for fruits, vegetables and 
  organic waste

PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT
Keep Drains & Sewers Clear

of Fats, Oils and Grease

Grease is one of the leading causes
of sewer overflows.

Never pour grease down the drain!

Most grease is a byproduct of 
cooking and is usually found 
in such things as:
• food scraps
• meat fats
• lard
• cooking oil
• butter & margarine
• baked goods
• sauces
• dairy products

HELP PREVENT
SEWER BACKUPS

Paul Butler, ext 5116
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Photo by Michael O’Brien

Holiday drive 
success

The West Haven High 
School Peer Advocates con-
ducted a toy drive for the 
holiday season. The suc-
cessful program was able to 
distribute gifts to nearly 500 
West Haven families.

COWHFD Photo

Blumenthal calls for space 
heaters standards

From left, U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal with Chief Mi-
chael R. Terenzio and Deputy Chief Michael T. Esposito of the 
City of West Haven Fire Department Allingtown at a news con-
ference Jan. 3 to call att ention to the dangers of space heaters. 
The fi re safety news conference took place at the department’s 
Minor Park Station, 318 Fairfax St., and included remarks by 
Terenzio and Blumenthal (D-Conn). Blumenthal has introduced 
the Safer Heat Act of 2023 to  require the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission to “issue a consumer product safety stan-
dard for portable electric heating devices,” such as requiring 
manufacturers to install an automatic shut-off  mechanism. 



     WEST HAVEN VOICEPage 14- Thursday,  January 11, 2024

Young rockers heading to West Coast 
Dreams about playing a huge concert in California in front 

of thousands of people has just become a reality for a group of 
eight children through the work of Teach Kids Music, Inc., a lo-
cal nonprofi t.  The TKM All-Star Band has been selected to play 
at the prestigious National Association of Music Merchants mu-
sic and trade show in Anaheim California  on Jan. 26. 

The NAMM show is one of the world’s biggest international 
music conferences and features thousands of music manufac-
turers and hundreds of famous musicians  performing.  

Teach Kids Music founder John McCarthy put together the 
TKM All-Star band of musicians aged 10 to 16 that have per-
formed locally at TKM Open Mic events and at local festivals. 
The band performs modern and classic rock music covering 
bands including Led Zeppelin, Paramore, Iron Maiden, Journey 
and more.  

The musicians include Max Canul, a 10-year-old who sings 
AC/DC and plays drums, guitar and is now learning the key-
board; Connor Rizzo,  16, keyboard player and vocalist; Sephie 
Delaney, 13, a vocalist who loves Led Zeplin, Stevie Nicks, Heart 
and Joan Jett ; Leanne Parks, 16, bass guitar and vocals; Jake Za-
bawar, 14, guitar; Brooks Mort, 12, drums; Willow Podoloff ,11,  
vocals and Ondine Harvey,13, guitar.

Teach Kids Music, Inc is the nonprofi t off shoot of The Rock 
House School of Music, an award-winning school that has 
taught hundreds of music students in 2 Connecticut locations 
for over 25 years. 

It has been proven that bringing music into a child’s life at 
a very young age, such as 3-8 years of age, increases the likeli-
hood that they will play music for life and benefi t from all that 
it brings to them--focus, determination, stress reduction brought 
on by environmental and fi nancial issues, creativity, self-esteem 
and accomplishment creating a strong foundation for their fu-
ture.

Teach Kids Music, Inc provides children from resource lim-
ited families who have a passion for music, with opportunities 
to learn about music and to play an instrument while enhancing 
the development of creative, lifetime skills that will help them 
be successful in life, within and outside of music . 

TKM provides instruments, instruction, and a performance 
atmosphere to help guide children on their musical journey.  
Last year, Teach Kids Music provided 38 “Litt le Rockers” classes 
at no cost to 85 children ages 3 to  8; hosted 10 “Open Mic” ses-
sions with 150 children performing over the course of the year; 
and conducted four instrument drives resulting in 50 musical 
instrument donations.

Funding for TKM comes from donations and small grants. To 
help support TKM and/or to help cover airfare for musicians 
and families going to California, online donations can be made 
at t www.TeachKidsMusic.org  or mailed to Teach Kids Music, Submitted Photo

Above -- The TKM All Star Band from the left:  Leanne Parks, bass and vocals; Jake Zabawar, 
guitar; Max Canul, vocals, Connor Rizzo, keyboards and vocals, Brooks Mort, drums, Ondine 
Harvey, guitar and in front Willow Podoloff , vocals and Sephie Delaney, vocals. Below -- “Lit-
tle Rockers” at an Open mic 
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Historian’s corner                                 Historian’s corner                                 By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

Oystering
In 1960, past Historian 

Lorraine Wood Rockefeller 
wrote extensively on the sub-
ject of oystering for the Town 
Crier.  We are fortunate that 
this information is still avail-
able, decades later.  Here are 

her words in part:
The products of the New 

Haven oyster beds go into 
nearly all the markets of 
the world and the method 
of planting, growing, and 
harvesting the bivalves is a 
study of great interest.

With a warm spring, 
favorable weather, with the 
water outside the harbor lines 
ranging from 66 to 71 degrees, 
the female oyster will produce 
several million eggs and will 
commence to spawn in shoal 
water in the month of July 

and in deep water until mid-
August.  The late spawning 
does not give the youngsters 
much chance to grow before 
winter.

After the oyster spawns, the 
eggs will float in the water for 
several days, until they come 
in contact with some clean 
shell, stone or other hard sub-
stance.  Then they will sett le 
down to the bott om and ad-
here to the prepared beds and 
grow.  Their growth depends 
much on the weather.

High winds agitate the 
water to such a degree that 
the sand and mud is stirred 
up and can kill an entire bed 
of young oysters.  Then if the 
oyster can weather the storm 
there are the drills and starfish 
to be protected from.

The Indians were oyster-
men centuries before 
John Davenport and his 
companions settled upon 
Quinnipiac.  Among the shell 
deposits left by the Indians 
hard quartz, sharp and perfect 
arrowheads have been found 
and one record states that, “in 
the vicinity of these shell beds, 
bones of the Indians were 
formerly found, some being 
of men six and one-half feet 
high.”

It is not known just what 
crude implements of oyster 
catching the Quinnipiacs 
used, whether they gathered 
them in canoes, or, taking ad-
vantage of the very low tides 
caused by westerly gales or 
waded on the beds, gathering 
their supply.  They harvested 
for their own use and possibly 
also reached the mercantile 
phase of the industry by trad-
ing with neighboring tribes.  
The oyster fi shing was con-
ducted for over one hundred 
and fi fty years in much the 

same manner used by the In-
dians.

The raising of oysters for 
market was for many years an 
important industry although 
the town waters were later 
restricted in the culture 
of the seed oysters.  Early 
fisheries were conducted by 
individuals who sought fish 
for food and fertilizer.  

About 1840, local 
men banded together in 
cooperative fisheries and in 
1950, a phenomenal catch of 
drumfish was made.  By 1860, 
the fishing cooperative had 
disbanded and only a few 
individuals remained in the 
business.  Homer Smith and 
his associates bought the seine 
house and went into the fish 
business on the Oyster River.

To be continued.

Dan Shine is a columnist 
for West Haven Voice and a 
local history buff.

Oyster harvesting as seen here was a big business not only in West Haven, but all along the 
Connecticut coastline.
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How to
Start Your

Own
Business

About Us
Are you curious about starting your own
business?
Do you have questions on how to create a
business plan?
Are you looking for help on navigating the
small business ecosystem?

At this workshop you will learn about the tools
and resources readily available to you. Our

Services

Marketing Performance

Business Planning

Finances & Accountingreference@westhavenlibrary.org

(203) 937-4233 ex. 4512

West Haven Public Library
300 Elm Street, West Haven

Wednesday
January 24th

5:30PM

Continued from page 7
ing tax years.  Secure 2.0 increased the age to start taking RMD’s 
from age 72 to age 73, but only for taxpayers reaching age 72 
after 2022.  RMD’s can be aggregated from all IRA’s and taken 
from just one IRA, but diff erent types of IRA’s cannot be aggre-
gated together.

SECURE 2.0- The act is designated to encourage more employ-
ers to off er retirement plan benefi ts to employees to start saving 
for their future.  The act also provides various exceptions to the 
additional 10% tax for taking distributions prior to age 59 ½.  

One such exception allows for the distribution to be repaid 
over a 3 year period similar to distributions taken during CO-
VID.  Prior to SECURE 2.0, a penalty exception was allowed for 
public safety employees who att ained age 50, but now the act 
also allows for employees who are fi refi ghters, corrections of-
fi cers and forensic security employees.  

After Dec. 23, exceptions are also provided for victims of do-
mestic abuse and the amount eligible is limited to $10,000, and 
the act also includes emergency exceptions for distributions of 
up to $1,000 taken during the year. 

Five hundred twenty-nine plans can now be rolled over into 
a Roth IRA, and be excluded from income if certain conditions 
are met, however, the amount cannot exceed $35,000 over the 
taxpayer’s lifetime and the amount rolled over cannot exceed 
the annual contribution limits.  

Corporate Transparency Act (CTA)-The government is now 
requiring that information concerning business entities must 
report to this agency any information on U.S. corporations and 
LLC’s doing business in the United States.  

The act will collect data on who owns any interest in these 
entities.  

There are currently 35-40 million such entities registered to 
do business in the U.S., and in most cases this reporting will 
include any business registered under an LLC designation.  The 
reporting is to begin starting Jan 2024 and be reported to the 
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FINCEN).  

Entities registered with the state after Dec. 23 have 30 days to 
fi le with FinCen, and those already in existence, have until Dec. 
25 to fi le.

Taxes: State and Federal
changes may affect you

Photo by Michael O’Brien

Mackrille 
donation

Students at Mackrille posed 
with gifts that were donated 
to Yale New Haven Hospital’s 
Toy Closet Program! The Toy 
Closet Program aims to pro-
vide each pediatric patient 
with an age-appropriate toy 
or small gift when they are 
discharged from Yale New 
Haven Children’s Hospital.
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Gripe Vine Readers:
Yes, it’s a new year and 

many of us have celebrated 
this event in various ways 
including both looking back 
and anticipating the future. I 
sincerely hope you and your 
family, friends and neighbors 
anticipate 2024 as a year that 
will bring good health and 
happiness to your life.

Gripe Vine will continue to 
serve The Voice Readers with 
solutions to your complaints 
regarding local and state 
questions and complaints. As 
you can see, there is a coupon 
printed for your convenience 
next to my column, giving 
my readers the opportunity to 
submit your inquiries, , gripes 
and comments. For those of 
you new to Gripe Vine, I at-
tempt to fi nd answers to your 
questions from West Haven’s 
various public departments as 
well as from City Council Men 
and Women.

As we proceed toward 2024, 
I am looking forward to a year 
of providing helpful respons-
es to my readers.

Gripe Vine Readers:
I received a complaint from 

a reader complaining of sev-
eral problems on Leete Street. 
One of them indicated an in-

dividual was draining oil from 
his car leaving oil deposits on 
the street. The complaint also 
included six to eight of these 
vehicles displayed license 
plates from Vermont and New 
Jersey.

Several of the neighbors 
found themselves cleaning 
up the oil deposits left on the 
street. The neighbors have en-
vironmental concerns an dare 
looking for a reply to satisfy 
both appearance and environ-
mental issues.

Gripe Vine was able to reach 
Councilwoman, Melii Garth-
wait who was able to provide 
you and my readers a reply to 
this gripe.

According to Garthwait, “I 
fi nally have answers to these 
questions for you. I had to 
hunt around until I got the 
correct information from the 
right person and here it is: 

I spoke with one of our 
WHPD’S Sergeants and he 
said you can own 6-8 vehicles 
as long as they are not parked 
illegally, such as lawns, side-
walks, no parking zones, etc. 

With respect to the Vermont 
and New Jersey license places, 
they must be registered in CT 
if they are West Haven Resi-
dents. 

West Haven has a new pro-
gram where they are inves-
tigating out of state license 

plates and reporting back to 
City Hall so that they can be 
followed up and made to reg-
ister in the state of Connecticut 
so that the taxes are connected 
here in West Haven.

It is illegal to work on cars in 
the street and leave fl uid spills. 
One must report it to the West 
Haven Police Department as it 
is actively happening so that a 
patrol unit can come out and 
observe the illegal activity ad 
remedy it. 

Lastly the landlord must be 
held responsible for any illegal 
work being done in the street 
to vehicles and fl uid spills.:”

Coming up…new parking 
program….speeding school 
buses on Shingle Hill Road… 
Highland Avenue parking… 
lack of voting ballots… grape 
City Hall entrance gripe…Jef-
frey and Donald Street gripe…
stop signs at Kings Highway 
and Beach Avenue….

~~~
You can submit your com-

ments, gripes and issues to 
gripevineatgripevineatwh@
yahoo.com or mail the coupon 
next to this column to Gripe 
Vine c/o West Haven Voice, 
840 Boston Post Road, West 
Haven 06516

ELEANORE TURKINGTON

Christmas tree reminder
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
The Department of Public Works reminds residents not to put 

Christmas trees in plastic bags or stands for curbside pickup. 
Lights must also be removed from Christmas trees. Plastic 

bags and other items can become tangled in the machine that 
grinds the trees into compost. Christmas trees will be picked up 
in January and February only. City residents needing a pickup 
after Feb. 29 will be charged a $25 fee. Christmas trees can also 
be brought to the compost site at 1 Kimberly Ave. Also, resi-
dents are reminded that fi ve 2024 holidays will delay curbside 
pickup one day. 

Aff ordable Waste Systems LLC of East Haven, West Haven’s 
private contractor for rubbish and recyclables, will not pick up 
on Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas. 
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- Roundtrip Coach Transportation
~ 8:30 AM

Depart from Veterans Memorial Parking
Lot (91 Bull Hill Lane - West Haven)

~ 3:00 PM
Depart from Uncasville, CT

- Enjoy dining, slots, quality time with
friends, and so much more at the Mohegan
Sun Casino!

Donna, Program Coordinator
at the West Haven Senior Center

203-937-3507
201 Noble Street

West Haven, CT 06516

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

TUESDAY, MARCH 26TH | UNCASVILLE, CTTTUUEESSDDAAYY,, MMAARRCCCCCHHH 2222266666TTHHH ||| UUNNCCAASSVVIILLLLEE,, CCTT

CCOSTT:: $$445COST: $45
COST INCLUDE:

CASH OR CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO:
WEST HAVEN SENIOR TRIP ACCOUNT

DDooDDDD aassaaa tt aa ....Donna's Destinations presents...

~ W NON- MEMB AND NO S! ~~~ WW NNOONN-- MMEEMM MMEE BBMM AANNDD NNOO SS!! ~~

PAYMENT IS DUE BY FRID FEB. 23, 2024PPAAYYMMEENNTT IISS DDUUEE BBYY FFRRIIDD FFEEBB.. 2233,, 22002244

Continued from page 24
three assists, Marcus Burrows 
had two assists, and Spreyer 
and Brady Price each fi nished 
with a goal and an assist in 
the win. Javed Ullah made 17 
saves for the Westies.

West Haven fell just short in 
its att empt to win the tourna-
ment championship. Despite a 
valiant eff ort in goal by Javed 
Ullah with 44 saves, Lewiston, 
ME scored twice in the fi nal 
6:49 of the contest to defeat 
West Haven, 2-1.

West Haven took a 1-0 lead 
in the game with 8:51 remain-
ing as Madera knocked in a re-
bound of a Porto shot. 

Lewiston came right back 
and scored on the power play 
2:02 later, then got the eventu-
al winner with 2:44 remaining.

Fresh off  a strong perfor-
mance in Maine, West Haven 
was looking to continue that 
play when it returned to in 
state action. That never mate-
rialized.

Despite batt ling back from 
three defi cits, the Westies 
could not pull ahead and fell, 
5-3, to Cheshire.

Madera fi nished with two 
goals and Spreyer had a goal 
and an assist in the loss.

The West Haven/Sacred 
Heart Academy girls hockey 
team won its third straight 
road game and improved to 
3-1 with a 4-3 victory over 

Guilford in East Haven. 
Geena Montano and Juli-

anna Montano each scored 
twice and had an assist, Ash-
ley Welch had tree assists, and 
Evelyn Twarowski made 16 
saves, including eight in the fi -
nal period to preserve the win. 

The girls won their fourth 
game of the season with a 3-1 
decision over Masuk Saturday 
afternoon.

Julianna Montano led the 
way with two goals, and 
Twarowski made 32 saves 
in the victory as the Westie 
Sharks improved to 4-1 on the 
year.

Julianna Montano gave the 
Westie Sharks a 1-0 lead just 
3:21 into the contest, before 
Masuk evened the game 4:26 
later.

It may not have come the 
conventional way, but the West 
Haven girls basketball team is 
in the win column. Faced with 
another slow start, the Westies 
rallied from a 16-point defi cit 
to top Jonathan Law, 49-34, at 
West Haven High.

West Haven was outscored 
19-3 in the fi rst quarter, then 
turned up its defensive play, 
allowing just single digits in 
scoring for Law over the next 
three quarters.

Ciara Harp got things go-
ing in the second quarter with 

a pair of 3-pointers, while 
Isabella Fiorillo and Dan-
iela Campillo each drained 
3-pointers as well. 

The 18-4 third quarter run 
was sparked by six points 
from Fiorillo, four from Ella 
Morgan, and three from Harp, 
before Harp scored six in the 
fourth, and Fiorillo and Mor-
gan each added four.

Fiorillo and Harp each 
scored 15 points in the win, 
Morgan added nine, and 
Campillo fi nished with fi ve. 

West Haven won its second 
straight contest with a domi-
nant 69-20 victory over Wilbur 
Cross in West Haven. Eleven 
diff erent players were in the 
scoring column, with Fiorillo 
and Morgan leading the way 
with 15 and 13 points, respec-
tively.

Jaecianna Mitchell had eight 
points, Campillo, Aniah Glov-
er, and Harp each added six 
points, while Madden Evan-
geliste scored fi ve points.

Behind the play of Morgan, 
the girls basketball team won 
a third straight contest, de-
feating Norwalk, 49-40, in the 
opening game of the West Ha-
ven Christmas Tournament.

Morgan was stellar in all 
aspects of the contest as she 
scored 16 points, had 12 re-
bounds, and added fi ve blocks 
and fi ve assists.

Fiorillo and Noelle Law-

rence each scored nine points, 
Arianna Titus had eight, and 
Fatoumata Keita added six 
points in the win.

Looking to win the West Ha-
ven Christmas Tournament, 
West Haven fell just short with 
a 48-43 loss to Middletown in 
the title game.

Lawrence led the Westies 
with 16 points, Fiorillo scored 
13 points, and Morgan and 
Jasmyn DaGraca each scored 
fi ve points in the loss.

West Haven had the sec-
ond-ranked Hamden Green 
Dragons in the spot it wanted. 
Unfortunately for the Westies, 
they could not seal the contest. 

Holding a talented Hamden 
team to just 42 points, West 
Haven struggled off ensively 
and fell, 42-34, at Hamden. 
With the loss, the Westies 
dropped to 3-4 on the year.

Lawrence was the only West 
Haven player in double fi g-
ures with 17 points. The Wes-
ties struggled, scoring just six 
points in each of the fi rst and 
fourth quarters.

The West Haven boys swim-
ming team lost its season 
opener in Hamden, 96-60. The 
Green Dragons posted victo-
ries in each event. 

In the 200 medley relay, the 
Westies placed fourth with 
a team of Nate Charron, Ed-
ward Fagnani, Flores-Copa, 
Johnny Chen in 2 minutes, 
16.64 seconds.

Brandon Sihaphong was 
fourth in the 200 freestyle in 
2:35.27, Andrew McLarty was 
second in the 200 IM in 2:21.46, 
and Chen was fourth in the 50 
free in 32.03.

McLarty was second in the 
100 fl y in 1:03.31, Charron was 
third in the 100 free in 59.14, 
Jeff  Flores - Copa was fourth in 
the 500 free in 6:55.57, and the 
200 free relay team of Charron, 

Chen, Flores-Copa, and Fag-
nani fi nished in 1:55.38.

Charron fi nished the 100 
back in 1:07.97, Flores-Copa 
fi nished the 100 breaststroke 
in 1:41.52, and the 400 free 
relay team of Isiah Correira, 
Sihapongh, Benjamin Proano, 
and McLarty had a time of 
4:50.93.

West Haven fell to 0-2 with 
a 93-71 loss to Sheehan/Lyman 
Hall at West Haven High.

West Haven placed third 
in the 200 medley relay with 
a team of Charron, McLarty, 
Correira, and Sihaphong in 
2:09.15. The 200 free relay 
team of Charron, Sihaphong, 
McLarty, and Proano fi nished 
second in 1:53.54, while the 
400 free relay team of Chen, 
Proano, Jerimiah Nieves, and 
Correira won in 5:45.84.

Proano placed third in the 
200 free in 2:39.32, McLarty 
was third in the 200 IM in 
2:21.49, Charron was second 
in the 50 free in 26.92 seconds, 
and McLarty was also second 
in the 100 fl y in 1:02.18. 

Sihaphong placed third in 
the 100 free in 1:10.19, Proano 
was third in the 500 free in 
6:52.67, Charron fi nished sec-
ond in the 100 back in 1:14.04, 
and Chen won the 100 breast 
in 1:44.95.

West Haven fell to 0-3 with 
an 82-81 loss to Haddam-Kill-
ingworth in West Haven.

The Westies posted just two 
victories in the meet as Char-
ron won the 100 freestyle in 
1:00.47, and the 200 free relay 
team of Charron, Correira, 
McLarty, and Sihaphong won 
in 1:52.39.

For all your West Haven 
sporting news throughout the 
year, including game articles 
by Mike Madera, highlights, 
photos and more, visit www.
westieblue.com.

Westies: Lady hoops runner-up in tourney

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Paige Davis completes in the long jump for the Blue Devils 
at the Floyd Litt le Athletic Center.
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WEST HAVEN PUBLIC LIBRARY

1 PM
STARTS

MOVIE
MATINEES

CONNIE SACCO ROOM
J A N 2 N D :

M U R D E R O N T H E
O R I E N T E X P R E S S ( 2 0 1 7 )

300 ELM ST
WEST HAVEN, CT 06516

(203)937-4233

*REGISTRATION REQUIRED*

J A N 8 T H :
D E A T H O N T H E N I L E ( 2 0 2 2 )

J A N 2 0 T H :
A H A U N T I N G I N V E N I C E ( 2 0 2 3 )

W W W . W E S T H A V E N L I B R A R Y . O R G

Help Reducing Debt

FINANCIAL
Repair

If you're struggling with a poor financial
skills, Hala Urban from New Haven Bank is
here to help! Stop by the West Haven Library
so we can help you take control and give
you the steps needed to become financially
stable.

Here's how New Haven Bank can
benefit you:

Assist in Improving Credit
Saving for a Big Expense

JANUARY 24TH
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM

WEST HAVEN LIBRARY
300 ELM STREET

The West Haven Mite A hockey team traveled to Hamden and 
did a great job moving the puck. JP Beebe and Jack Weiss led the 
scoring with two goals each, and Brayden Gagliardi, Gabriella 
Jenei, Maddy Bruder and Landon Alling also got on the score-
board. 

Quinn Uscilla and Austin Picard played great on both ends of 
the ice, with Uscilla contributing a pair of assists, and Picard also 
assisting on the goals. Ava Healy was a force between the posts.
The Westies then took on Rhode Island in the Newport Whalers 
Christmas Tournament, making it to the championship game. 

The Westies defeated the SeaCoast Spartans 2015 Se-
lect in a come from behind win. Gagliardi, Weiss and 
Alling did most of the scoring on assists from Uscilla and 
Picard.  Healy also got on the scoreboard. Two of Gagliar-
di’s four goals came in the last 30 seconds to clinch the win. 
The Westies played the Newport Whalers to a tie. Jenei had a 
hat trick, and Uscilla, Gagliardi and Weiss also scored. Mori-
ah Frost was clutch in goal and Beebe was a force on defense.
West Haven Mite A then handily defeated the Central Rhode Is-
land Knights Mite A.  The scoring was spread around with mul-
tiple Westies contributing, including Bruder, Picard, Gagliardi, 
Jenei and Weiss.  Frost was once again unstoppable in goal.
West Haven then faced a strong Warwick Waves Mite A team 
in the championship game. The Westies had multiple shots on 
goal by Uscilla, Jenei, Gagliardi, Weiss, Alling and Picard, but 
couldn’t convert.  Despite goals by Bruder and Picard, and 
strong defense by Beebe and Weiss, the Westies fell short.

The West Haven Mite A hockey team welcomed the Avon Mite 
A team with a scoring bonanza. Picard was hard to stop, scoring 
multiple goals, while Gagliardi, Jenei and Beebe also scored with 
assists from Weiss, Beebe, and Uscilla. 

On the other end, Bruder and Alling play-ed solid defense in 
front of Healy in goal.

The Westies continued their great play against Mid Fairfi eld 
2015. In goal, Healy kept her hot streak going, shutt ing down 
multiple Mid Fairfi eld shots.  

Helping Healy with some solid defense and great puck move-
ment were Beebe and Picard, who continued to be a force on 
both ends of the ice. 

Bruder turned her good defense into off ense, scoring two 
goals, one on an assist from Jenei. Jenei also put one in the back 
of the net on a breakaway. 

Uscilla assisted a Gagliardi goal and also contributed on the 
scoreboard, by converting solid defense into a breakaway goal. 
Alling scored by crashing the net following behind a slippery 
Weiss. Every Westie was critical in this great game. 

The West Haven Mite B hockey team traveled to Rhode Is-
land for the Newport Christmas Classic Tournament. In the fi rst 
game, the Westies took on Barnstable 8u from Barnstable, MA. 

Leading the off ensive eff ort were Blake Bova, Chase Liston, 
and Luke Salkins. Callen Tagliatela played a strong game in net, 
making numerous clutch saves during the contest. 

Maddy Demayo provided tough defense for the Westies, help-
ing to turn away the Barnstable att ack throughout the entire 
game. Parker Vitelli played a great game as well, making good 
plays on both ends of the ice. 

In the second game, the Mite B’s batt led against the New Jer-
sey Colonials of Morristown, NJ. In what was an intense game, 
the Westies were led by Rylan Jacob in net. 

Bova, Salkins, and Liston again turned in strong off en-
sive games, with each lighting the lamp. Dean Azano also 
scored, while Tagliatela played with great hustle in the contest 
and helped set up multiple shots for Azano and Liston. 

In the third game, the Westies took on the Newport Whalers 
Blue. The Westie sticks were on fi re and Vitelli also was lights 
out in goal. Azano, Bova, Salkins, and Liston each scored mul-
tiple goals. 

Darcy Jacob lit the lamp as well for her fi rst goal of the season. 
Rylan Jacob added an additional goal as a result of batt ling in 
front of the net, and Tagliatela also scored an impressive goal, 
hammering home a rebound in the Westie victory. 

Returning home, the Westies hosted Ridgefi eld Mite B. In what 
was a spirited eff ort by the Westies, Liston got the Westies on the 
board with an early goal. Salkins and Azano scored additional 
goals. Tagliatela and Bova each turned in multiple shots on net, 
while also making several crisp passes to set up additional shots. 

Darcy Jacob was in net and made many saves to limit the 
Ridgefi eld att ack. Demayo contributed strong defense for the 
entire game. 

Youth Hockey Mite
sextets continuing
a scoring barrage 
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WestieBlue.com

For all your West Haven sports, visit 
www.westieblue.com

Complete coverage of all sports teams from Youth Sports to Alumni 

Photos     Videos     Player of the Week     WH Championship teams
Future Westies     Alumni     Hall of Fame WH News and Notes

Team Leaders     Statistics     Coaches Information     Coaches Corner 
And more 

Your Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site 
Contact Mike Madera 

Phone: (203) 530-1322 
Email: MikeWestieBlue@aol.com 

A cooperative of the West Haven Voice and West Haven Economic Development Comm.
You may have seen a win-

dow sign in avocado green on 
Platt  Avenue in the Woodlawn 
Shopping Plaza, with a match-
ing delivery truck parked just 
around the corner from Ran-
dall’s, near CVS. Together, 
they mark the home base for 
Edibolic Kitchen, West Ha-
ven’s own healthy meal prep 
and delivery service, oper-
ating statewide. Owned by 
executive chef and young 
West Shore homeowner Josh 
Wechsler, this is one local 
business that can help you 
with your New Year’s resolu-
tions year-round. 

Fresh-food meal delivery 
is a growing industry in the 
United States. In 2024, sales 
are anticipated to top ten bil-
lion dollars. What’s driving 
this trend is a surging demand 
for quick, aff ordable food op-
tions that can be customized to 
suit a range of tastes and nutri-
tional needs. 

You may have tried one or 
more of these services. Hello 
Fresh and Factor operate na-
tionally and usually rank high 
on most lists. When you next 
receive one of their frequent 
mailers, remember we have 
a local alternative just up the 
road. 

Edibolic Kitchen off ers pre-
prepared, healthy meals that 
are ready to simply heat and 
serve. The business delivers 
to anywhere in Connecticut 
and off ers 50% off  your fi rst 
order. In addition, customers 

can save ten dollars every time 
by picking up their food right 
at the store. Delivery and pick-
up days fall twice weekly, on 
Monday and Thursday. 

What are the meals like? 
That’s a hard question to an-
swer, since there’s so much 
variety! Fajita-spiced chicken 
thighs with rice, peppers, and 
onions is a popular choice 
and comes in two sizes, full 
and lean. Breakfast, lunch, 
and dinner featuring seafood, 
keto, holiday favorites and 
more plus snacks are avail-
able; you’ll probably want to 
explore the menu yourself at 
edibolic.com . 

Specialty catering to en-
ergize and satisfy health-
conscious individuals is also 
an important, and growing, 
part of the business. People 
can send each other Edibolic 
Kitchen’s gourmet meals as 
gifts, and employers can ar-
range to be a drop-off  point for 
food for their employees as oc-
casional perks, weekly incen-
tives, or special meetings.  

Says Wechsler, “Food is the 
body’s fuel and eating is part 
of everyone’s daily routine. 
Whether you eat to live or live 
to eat we’ll keep you full and 
fi t with food that is delectable 
and nutritious. 

No matt er if you want to 
lose, gain or maintain your 
weight or just incorporate 
healthy eating into your life-
style, we’ve got you covered.” 

As a job creator, Edibolic 

Kitchen employs dishwash-
ers, drivers, and brand ambas-
sadors in addition to the core 
team. What’s more, they’re 
committ ed to West Haven. 
Over nearly ten years in busi-
ness, they have maintained an 
outstanding reputation. 

In fact, Edibolic Kitchen’s 
average rating on Google Re-
views is a whopping 4.9 stars. 
Customers rave about their 

outstanding service, product 
quality, and variety. Says one 
from approximately three 
months ago, “Great place! The 
food is healthy and delish and 
economical.” 

Another reports, “I am so 
very grateful for Edibolic 
Kitchen! I am in a place in my 
life where fi lling my fridge 
with healthy prepared meals 
is improving my quality of 

life.”
There’s no bett er time than 

the New Year to try out Edi-
bolic Kitchen. They’re conve-
niently located at 867 Jones 
Hill Rd. And, according to 
Josh, “We love meeting new 
neighbors!” 

Facebook: htt ps://www.
facebook.com/edibolickitchen

Email: info@edibolickitchen.
com

RSubmitted Photo

Resident Josh Weschsler is the owner of Edibolic Kitchen in the Woodlawn Shopping Center 
on Jones Hill Road.
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184 Campbell Ave 203-934-3100
West Haven, CT 06516 emmettsautoct.com

GB Masonry
Stone Walls * Sidewalks * Pavers

Chimneys * Brickwork * Flagstone
Stone Siding * Stucco

Fully Insured -- Quality Work!
17 years Experience

Jimmy-- 203-206-1159
gbmasonrystone@gmail.com

At Your Service

To advertise here, call 203-934-6397 for rate information

YORK LAUNDRY
321 York St.
West Haven

Special: Wash-Dry-Fold
1.25/lb

Open Daily 5:30 am - 11:30 pm

Legal NoticeLegal Notice

Public Notice West Haven Housing Authority dba Savin Rock 
Communities, 23B Glade Street, West Haven, CT 06516 Open-
ing of the Public Housing Family waiting list. Notice is hereby 
given that the West Haven Housing Authority dba Savin Rock 
Communities (SRC) in accordance with HUD 24 CFR 982.206 
& the SRC Public Housing Admissions and Occupancy Policy 
will open its Family Public Housing Waiting list. Pre-applications 
will be available online at www.savinrockcommunities.org or at 
our offi  ce at 23B Glade St., West Haven, CT 06516 beginning 
Tuesday, January 9, 2024. You may request by telephone or 
mail that a pre-application be mailed or emailed to you. You may 
return the completed pre-application by mail or email to TGood-
win@savinrockcommunities.org or hand deliver to 23B Glade 
St. West Haven, CT 06516. If you need to hand deliver your 
completed preapplication during a time other than normal busi-
ness hours please contact SRC, Tina Goodwin at 203934-8671 
xl00 to make an appointment. If you or anyone in your family is a 
person with a disability and you require a specifi c accommoda-
tion or if you need services or information in a language other 
than English, in order to fully utilize our programs and services, 
please contact SRC, Tina Goodwin at 203-9348671 x. 100. If you 
are hearing impaired, you may call TTD/TTY 1-800-545-1833 x. 
901 for assistance. Pre-applications will be organized in the or-

der of preference points and then by 
the date and time received and date 
stamped by this offi  ce. SRC is an 
equal housing opportunity agency.

WARNING

January 23, 2024 Special State Election

The Electors of the Town of West Haven are hereby warned to 
meet at their respective polling places in said town on Tuesday 
January 23, 2024 for the following purposes:
1. To cast their votes for State Representative of the 115th As-

sembly District

Notice is hereby given that the location of the polling places is 
as follows:
 Voting District Location of Polling Place
1 City Hall 355 Main Street
2 Savin Rock School 50 Park Street
3 Savin Rock School 50 Park Street
8 Mackrille School 806 Jones Hill Rd

** Absentee ballots will be counted at the following central loca-
tion: 355 Main Street West Haven, CT 06516

Voting tabulators will be used. The polls will be open at six 
o’clock in the morning (6:00 a.m.) and will remain open until 
eight o’clock in the evening (8:00p.m.)

Dated at West Haven, CT. this 20th dat of December, 2023.

John Lewis
City/Town Clerk, Town of West Haven

Legal NoticeLegal Notice
Please join Mayor Dorinda Borer, your District and At-Large City Council, Board of Education 
team member, and a Public Works Department representative for a series of events to hear City 
updates and gather your input to cultivate continuous improvement opportunities in your district.

1/17 Weds 6:30p.m.
District 8 Chris Vargo, Jr.
Location: Ceilo Lower Level
Address: 85 Chase Lane

1/18 Thurs 6:30p.m.
District 2 & 3 Michelle Coletti; Sarah 
Ackbarali
Location: Savin Rock café
Address: 50 Park St

1/20 Saturday 9:30a.m.
District 7 Kathy Tucker
Location: Vertical Church –
Community Room 3
Address: 225 Meloy Rd

1/24 Weds 6:30p.m.
District 1 Anne Heffernen
Location: Police Community Room
Address: 200 Sawmill Rd

1/25 Thurs 6:30p.m.
District 6 Dawn Callahan
Location: Forest School café
Address: 95 Burwell Rd

1/27 Saturday   9:30a.m
District 4 Gary Donovan
Location: Police Community Room
Address: 200 Sawmill Rd

1/30 Tues   6:30p.m.
District 9 Kathleen Mueller
Location: Seth Haley café
Address: 146 South Street

2/1 Thurs 6:30p.m.
District 10 Steven Johnstone
Location: Ora Mason Library
Address: 260 Benham Hill Road

2/3 Saturday 9:30a.m.
District 5 Ed “Mackie” McMillian
Location: UNH Maxcy Hall Room #124 
First Floor
Address: 300 Boston Post Rd

CITY OF WEST HAVEN, CT
MAYOR DORINDA BORER 

CONVERSATION & CONNECTION

Mayor schedules district meetings
Since taking office in early 

December, Mayor Dorinda 
Borer has made it a priority 
to significantly improve 
communication across the 
city, both internally with 
department heads and 
externally with residents. 

To that end, Borer has 
created a series of meetings 
in each of West Haven’s 10 
districts and is hosting them 
along with the respective City 
Council members, at-large 
council members and Board of 
Education members, as well as 
with a representative from the 
Department of Public Works. 

The meeting sessions will 
begin in mid-January and run 
through early February. See 
the district meeting schedule 
below for details. 

“Each forum will be a one-
stop shop for questions and 
input,” Borer said. “Residents 
are hungry to connect with 

their elected officials, and 
the goal is to be an accessible 
administration. I pride myself 
on having an open line of 
communication, which should 
be a two-way street — both 
listening to our residents but 
providing updates so that 
trust in transparency can be 
rebuilt.” 

Additionally, Borer will host 
periodic Saturday morning 
office hours for those unable to 
visit City Hall during regular 
business hours. Continuing 
along the external 
communication ramp-up, 
Borer has worked with Police 
Chief Joseph S. Perno to set up 
quarterly community forums 
similar to the late-summer 
event that was well received 
by the public. 

“As a result of the excellent 
citizen participation and 
interaction at our last meeting, 
the Police Department has 

discussed with the mayor 
scheduling quarterly 
meetings,” Perno said. “The 
Police Department with the 
city will be posting the dates 
soon.” 

Internal communication is 
important as well, and Borer 
has implemented a weekly 
Cabinet and department head 
meeting. 

“Cabinet meetings may 
sound basic, but they are a great 
way to not only collaborate 
across city agencies but also 
an opportunity to brainstorm 
together,” the mayor said. 

Borer this week organized 
the inaugural meeting of 
stakeholders from the three fire 
departments “to bring together 
all the principal players — fire 
chiefs, commissioners, union 
representatives — to one table 
for the first time to continue 
to look for opportunities for 
synergy.” 
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon?
Call Phyllis Franco, 
(203) 932-9367.
And I will drop off a brochure. 

Over 30 years’ experience. 
Friendly Service.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.
Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area
$695/month, includes off-street 

parking, Use of penthouse meet-
ing room, janitorial services

Call us for an interview. 
(203) 932-6455.
Fran x 301

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 
repairs, tree work, hedge-
trimming, power washing,  
Insured. Free estimates. Call 
(475) 238-2199.

PLUMBING PROBLEMS???
Leaky pipes, Leaky Faucets, 

Leaky Showers, RunningToilet, 
Drain Cleaning, Leaky Hot Water 

Heater, Gardbage Disposals, Dry-
er/Washers, Laundry Lines, Dish-
washer Lines, Gas Stoves, FULL 
PLUMBING REPAIR SERVICES, 
(203) 584-6868. 

SEEKING NEW STUDENTS
Grammy-nominated musician/

piano teacher Judy Pancoast now ac-
cepting new students to start in Sep-
tember in West Haven. All ages. Email 
mamanook@comcast.net for all the 
details.

DRAIN CLEANING
Leaky pipes, leaky faucets, leaky 

showers, running toilet, garbage dis-
posals, clogged tubs& sinks, dish-
washers, hot water heater-30 gal., or 
40 gal., gas stoves. Save money – get 
your water heater cleaned and fl ushed 
out. PLUMBING SERVICES, (203) 
584-6868

Art Painting Instruction
Acrylics or oils $30 for a 3 hour 
session in West Haven
Call Edith at 203 232 4384 
edithreynolds.com

J’s Lawn Service
Accepting new clients/custom-
ers for summer lawn care. Also, 
spring cleanup and lawn prepa-
ration. For estimates call (203) 
435-3319. Veterans and senior 

discounts available.

MTS GARAGE DOOR
Quality Installations and Sales 

Free Estimates
203-544-3642

Email Mtsdoorct@gmail.com

FOR RENT
Time share available week of Aug. 
27-Sept. 3. Cape Cod, 2 brm. 
$900. Call (203) 214-3896. 

Help Wanted
University of New Haven seeks 
Director of  Enrollment Systems 
and Operations in West Haven 
CT to oversee IT systems for 
graduate admissions offi  ce. 
Please forward resume to
tcrowley@newhaven.edu.

CLEANING SERVICE
Immaculate Cleaning Service we 
service all of Connecticut! FREE 
Estimates! Supplies included! 
Commercial and residential clean-
ing available! We are open seven 
days a week! Call 959-710-0297.

SITUATION OFFERED
House cleaning in West Haven. Two 
minutes from bus stop. 4-5 days/
week, 25 hours/week. $17/hour. Call 
203-627-5840.

Answers
to this week s

puzzles

1-11-24

1. GEOGRAPHY: Th e Darien Gap separates 
which two countries?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is Th ree 
Kings Day also known as?
3. MOVIES: What’s the name of the su-
pervillain character in the animated fi lm 
“Despicable Me”? 
4. LITERATURE: Who is the author of “Th e 
Kite Runner”?
5. TELEVISION: What is the name of the 
motorcycle-riding greaser in the sitcom 
“Happy Days”?
6. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which musical instru-
ment does former President Bill Clinton 
play?

7. GAMES: In the game Battleship, how 
many ships does each player have at the 
beginning?
8. MUSIC: Which famous rock singer was 
born with the name Farrokh Bulsara?
9. HISTORY: What was the name of the fi rst 
U.S. Space Shuttle?
10. U.S. STATES: Which state is home to the 
Mammoth cave system, believed to be the 
longest in the world?

Answers
1. Panama and Colombia.
2. Epiphany.
3. Gru.
4. Khaled Hosseini.
5. Fonzie.
6. Saxophone.
7. Five.
8. Freddie Mercury.
9. Columbia.
10. Kentucky.
(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

PIANO LESSONS
 BY COMPUTER

Since 1992, in your home
when we can.

 Beginners welcome,
reasonable rates.

Details, References.

In West Haven: 203-479-4467

West Haven Elk’s Lodge 
Hall Rentals 

150 person capacity 
Low Prices 

Bar and Kitchen 
facilities available. 

Great for all functions 
Free Parking 

203-671-4322/203-933-1537

DIGITAL NAVIGATOR
PROGRAM 

Don't get left behind in
an increasingly digital

world!

Schedule your appointment today!
(203) 937-4233

The library will provide a
laptop and a hotspot (internet
access from home) as well as
one-on-one tutoring to help
you become a digital citizen.

 
No experience necessary!

Funded by 

FOR SALE
Looking for good homes! 
Savin Rock Amusement 
Park. Many framed pho-
tos, Old Savin Rock and 
Coney Island Post Cards. 
Private showing. 

(203) 988 7883
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Photos by Todd Dandelske

Parting shots
From left -- Noelle Lawrence hits a three-pointer in the Wes-

ties’ loss to Middletown in the championship game of the WH 
Holiday Tournament. Above -- Brandon  Sihaphong swims in 
the 200 Freestyle against Haddam Killingworth. Left -- aved 
Ullah makes a save for the Blue Devils versus Cheshire See 
page 20 for more details..

Feel-Good Facts from Access Health CT
Discover many reasons to feel good about enrolling in health coverage through Access Health CT:

Open Enrollment is going on now. Get started at AccessHealthCT.com.

Enroll by January 15 for coverage starting February 1

Learn about your options 

40489-AHCT_FeelGoodFacts_WestHavenVoice_10x75_AA_JAN_f.indd   1
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Photos by Todd Dandelske

West Haven squads played 
through the holiday break, 
with a mixed bag of results. 
Above -- Andrew McLarty 
competes in the 100 Butterfly 
versus Haddam Killingworth, 
a one-point heartbreaking 
defeat, 82-81.  Left -- Isaiah 
Jackson takes a jump shot 
in the Westies’ 102-50 win 
over Branford. Mike Madera 
snaps a shot for his first goal 
versus Cheshire. The Wes-
ties lost in this enoucnter, but 
have had good success so far.

Westie netters
find a rhythm;
win 3 straight

The West Haven boys basketball team is fi nding its rhythm. 
And it may have begun with a  65-54 victory over Hamden at 
the Blue Devils gym.

After trailing by two points through eight minutes of play, 
the Westies took control of the game with a 24-8 second quarter 
run for a 36-22 halftime lead. While the second half was evenly 
played on the scoreboard, West Haven’s second quarter run was 
the diff erence in the game.

Michael Singleton, who led the Westies with 25 points, was 
the diff erence in the second quarter with eight points, while 
Bryan Tillman scored seven, and Amare Brooks drained a pair 
of 3-pointers. 

Singleton also had seven of his team’s 12 fi rst quarter points, 
and he added six points in the fourth quarter.

Brooks fi nished with nine points, Tillman and Bernett  Scott  
each added eight, and Isaiah Jackson scored seven in the win.

West Haven won its third game in a row and improved to 5-3 
with a 102-50 over Branford at West Haven High.

The Westies blew an 8-point game open with a 26-5 run in 
the second quarter for a 45-16 halftime lead. Ten diff erent play-
ers were in the scoring column, and fi ve players were in double 
digits for West Haven.

Singleton led the way with 26 points, Scott  had 23 points, 
Jackson scored 16, Jayce Perry had 13, and Ethan Griffi  n scored 
10. Singleton fi nished with three 3-pointers, while Jackson and 
Perry each fi nished with a pair of 3-pointers.

Behind eight points from Singleton and six from Griffi  n, West 
Haven led 19-11 after the fi rst quarter. Scott  led the 26-5 run in 
the second quarter with seven points, while Perry and Singleton 
each scored six.

After picking up its fi rst victory of the season, the West Haven 
boys hockey team was looking to start a winning streak. The 
Westies will had to wait for that.

Spott ing Fairfi eld Warde/Ludlowe three goals, West Haven’s 
rally fell short in a 3-2 loss at Martire Arena in Fairfi eld. With the 
loss, West Haven fell to 1-2 on the year.

West Haven had its share of opportunities in the game but 
could not convert. Those missed chances hurt in the end.

Trailing 3-0, the Westies put the pressure on and fi nally got 
on the scoreboard when Mike Madera took a pass from Jayden 
Spreyer and scored from the slot with 10:03 remaining in the 
game.

West Haven did not convert again until Spreyer scored with 
25.5 seconds remaining, but, despite a last-ditch att empt in the 
fi nal seconds, West Haven fell, 3-2.

West Haven got back to the .500 mark with a 6-1 victory over 
Hand-Madison at the Edward L. Bennett  Rink. On the day the 
Westies honored the 1994 state championship team, Madera led 
the way with three goals, Spreyer had two goals and an assist, 
and Javed Ullah made 23 saves. 

West Haven controlled the game with three power play goals, 
while also adding two short-handed goals.

Mike Madera had a hat trick in the win.
West Haven opened the St. Dominic Academy Christmas 

Classic with a 5-1 victory at the Norway Savings Bank Arena in 
Auburn, ME. With the victory, the Westies improved to 3-2 on 
the year. 

Spreyer and Madera each scored twice, Yousaf Ullah had two 
assists, and Javed Ullah fi nished with 26 saves in the victory. 

Javed Ullah was stellar in goal, coming 1:23 away from a shut-
out.  

West Haven advanced to the championship game with a 5-2 
victory over St. Dominic. With the victory, the Westies improved 
to 4-2 on the year.

Madera led the way with three goals and an assist, Porto had 
See Westies, page 18


