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Taking shape
The footprint of the new Washington School is starting to take shape as this drone photo 

shows the outline. Crews from Gilbane Construction began putt ing down the footings for the 
$41,745,000 project, which is set to open in May 2025. The two-story building will house 426 
students K-4 and include a courtyard/playing fi eld as well as gymnasium with a glass wall.  
Work included the trimming of dozens of telephone poles used as pilings to stabilize the for-
mer building. More than 25 individual contractors are involved in the project, which has al-
ready comprised 9280 manhours. 

Students learn
in aftermath of
April 15 events

By Michael O’Brien
Special to the Voice
Ed. Note: Some contextual material was added to this story by Voice 

staff .
The West Haven Public School district is turning the unfor-

tunate events from last week’s beach incident, into a teachable 
moment for our students. Throughout the week, Bailey Middle 
School and West Haven High School, with the collaboration of 
Superintendent Neil C. Cavallaro and the West Haven Police 
Department, have stressed the importance of good decision-
making.

~~~
April 15 saw an infl ux of young people to city beaches. With 

the help of social media, hundreds of students from surround-
ing cities and towns came to the beach. Eventually, city police 
were called to maintain order, but some scuffl  ing ensued, re-
sulting in offi  cers gett ing injured while trying to shut down the 
event. 

In the aftermath, a shooting att empt occurred near Campbell 
Avenue at Noble Street. State police and several departments in 
surrounding towns came into the city to aid the WHPD in the 
investigation.  

~~~
Stacy Sutt on, Assistant Principal at Bailey, created a handout 

for students at both schools that included strategies and tips to 
stay safe during the spring and summer months. The document 
focused on choosing your friends wisely, walking away from 
confl ict, practicing respectful communication, seeking support 
from trusted adults, standing strong against peer pressure, stay-
ing away from unsafe locations, and gett ing involved in positive 
activities.

Bailey administrators, outreach workers, and school resource 
off ers visited each social studies classroom to speak to the stu-
dents and distribute the handout.

 “We decided it was really important to look at that incident 
from last week and talk about it with our kids in small groups,” 
said Principal Rob Bohan. These small groups had great conver-
sations in the classrooms about the dangers that are out there, 
while also stressing the positives of the West Haven community.

 “We talked about our students being clear on who their 
friends are and keeping the lines of communication open with 
their parents/guardians, and gett ing themselves out of situa-
tions that they feel are starting to go downward,” he added.

Students, teachers, and administrators felt it was a very posi-
tive experience that received great feedback.

 See Schools, page 10
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On this Date

Alessandra Moore, age 4, student at the West Haven Child 
Development Center, Inc., is predicting a mix of sun, clouds 
and stormy weather.

2011 -- Osama bin Laden is 
killed by a U.S. commando. 
Bin Laden was the founder 
of al-Qaeda, a militant group 
that claimed responsibility for 
a series of terrorist att acks on 
U.S. targets on September 11, 
2001.

1997 -- Tony Blair becomes 
British Prime Minister, end-
ing 18 years of Conservative 
Party reign. Blair’s Labor Par-
ty achieved a landslide vic-
tory in the general elections. 
Many of his early fans were 
bitt erly disappointed when 
he supported the U.S. inva-
sion of Iraq in 2003.

1989 -- The Iron Curtain 
begins to crumble as Hun-
gary dismantles its border 
fence. By gradually opening 
its border to Austria, Hun-
gary facilitated the escape of 
hundreds of East Germans in 
the months before the Berlin 
Wall fell.

1982 -- The British Royal 
Navy sinks the Argentinian 
cruiser General Belgrano. 
Three hundred twenty-three 
lives were lost in the att ack, 
more than half of the total 
number of Argentinian casu-
alties during the Falklands 
War. The British Sun tabloid 
newspaper commented the 
controversial att ack with one 
of its most notorious head-
lines: “Gotcha”.

Anniversaries  |  Baptisms  |  Bar/Bat Mitzvahs  |  Birthdays  |  Meetings  |  Repasts 
Communions  |  Fund Raisers  |  Reunions  |  Showers   |  Wedding Receptions

A UNIQUE FACILITY

FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT

WEST RIVER HALLFor Reservations:
Call (203) 937-0088

37 ORLANDO STREET  |  WEST HAVEN, CT 06516

info@westriverhall.com
www.westriverhall.com

We accommodate up to 200 Guests, Full Kitchen Facility, Bar Room Facility and Stage, Deck/Patio and Grill, 
Full Audio & Video Projector, LED Dance Lights, Wireless Internet, Ample Parking, ADA Compliant Access

Photo by Derrick Midy106 and counting
Mayor Dorinda Borer presents a citation to resident Jennie 

Pyszkowski in honor of her 106th birthday during a celebration 
at her family’s Third Avenue home April 16.

The event was attended by Pyszkowski’s daughter and son-
in-law, Adele and Bruce Bumps, her granddaughter, Tammy 
Bumps, and her granddaughter and grandson-in-law, Cindy 
and Ricky Santiago.

Borer recognized the centenarian for “your many decades as 
the pioneering owner of Connie’s Liquor Store on Campbell 
Avenue.”

Reading the citation, Borer said: “Please know that you are 
fondly remembered for serving customers with your signature 
smile and vigor and for your display of vintage ceramic wine 
bottles. Your legacy as a lifelong Westie and a successful 
female entrepreneur is a source of inspiration for all residents 
and demonstrates the best of the American spirit.”
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The University of New Haven announced that 

Jens Frederiksen, Ph.D., an innovative higher education 

leader with extensive experience in many facets of higher 

education administration, including enrollment management, 

fundraising, and academic/corporate pathways, has been 

elected to serve as the seventh president of the University 

of New Haven. 

For complete story visit 

newhaven.edu/new-president

or scan QR code.

Jens Frederiksen 
Elected as University 
of New Haven’s 
Seventh President

A Partner in the Community

Scout project upgrades Sandy Point park
Saturday, April 20 was a 

remarkable day for a young 
man, the Sandy Point neigh-
borhood, and the city.

With support from over 30 
volunteers, Nico Antonucci re-
built a landmark City garden 
as his noteworthy Eagle Scout 
Project. The eff ort was recog-
nized by Mayor Dorinda Borer 
and many community leaders 
and residents.

The original planting area 
that adorned the Park, fl anked 

by Second Avenue and Beach 
Street, was completed in 2010 
by then-Eagle Scout Candidate 
John Voss. Passersby have en-
joyed the well-manicured gar-
dens and “the bird” for almost 
15 years. Due to grading re-
lated to the City’s Beach Street 
Road Raise Project, the garden 
had to be dismantled. Neigh-
bors were afraid the park 
would remain barren after the 
road project, but Nico Anto-
nucci came along in late 2023 

to take the restoration project 
on as his Eagle Scout project.

Antonucci spent the early 
part of 2024 planning the gar-
den project, measuring the 
area of the garden to be paved 
and calculating the necessary 
quantities of bricks, gravel 
and sand that would be need-
ed. He then secured material 
donations from Tractor Sup-
ply of Orange (posts for cen-
ter of garden); Grillo Services 
of Milford (gravel and sand); 

and Home Depot of Orange 
(loaned power tamper). The 
bricks, originally contributed 
by the City, were salvaged 
from the last garden and were 
recycled for use in this gar-
den. Finally, Nico organized 
a large group of volunteers 
from his own Scout Troop 

(899) and neighboring Scout 
Troops (1633 and 633) to help 
build the garden on the 20th 
and worked with residents of 
the area to identify additional 
volunteers from the neighbor-
hood who showed up to help 
with the project.

See Project, page 10
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Submitted Photo

At left, the planted garden as it appeared on Sandy Point Overlook Park in West Haven prior 
to it having to be removed as part of the Beach Street Road Elevation Project
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We have lots to talk about, 
honey bunch, but ain’t it 
something! We’re already in 
the month of May, and as I 
tell yew often, Granny used to 
say once we git past Memorial 
Day (she called it Decoration 
Day), the rest of the year just 
fl ies. Well, it’s been fl ying right 
along, so the run from Memo-
rial Day to the end of the year 
will be on an SST, I guess.

The big news in these parts 
was that April 15 was more 
than Tax Day. The day was 
bright and sunny, the tem-
peratures were in the 70s, and 
the breezes were warm. Not 
a bad day to go to the beach! 
Well, that’s what a lott a young 
people thought, and the social 
media notices started goin’ up. 
Soooo, thousands of young 
people hit the beach from all 
over the area. Some estimates 
put it at 2,000 or more.

Tennyrate, the group for the 
most part was havin’ fun, but 
then the high jinx turned sour. 
Some fi ghts broke out, prob-
lems arose, and things spilled 
over into the streets. Eventu-
ally, part of Campbell Avenue 
was turned into a crime scene 
as the aftermath of the beach 
party got dangerous. An at-
tempted shooting took place 
on Campbell Avenue, and 
then all Hades broke loose.

That’s Cobina’s neighbor-
hood and she was in her 
gassamobuggy trying to git 

home. That took quite a while 
with streets blocked off , traf-
fi c backed up and a phalanx 
of police vehicles from vari-
ous towns and the State Police 
blaring their sirens and inves-
tigating the scene.

Whott a mess.
Of course, Cobina was clue-

less (don’t say it!) about what 
had transpired as Iyam sure 
most people were. ‘Twasn’t 
until the next day that the 
whole episode came into view 
via the fl utt ering of our birdie 
friends wanting to know eff en 
the ole gal was okay.

Now we are dealing with 
the aftermath of “the incident” 
as it is being called in some 
circles, and city offi  cials are 
going to make plans to make 
sure something like this is 
scotched before it happens. We 
shall see what happens in the 
next lit’le while. We have what 
some laws call an “att ractive 
nuisance” in the beach, and 
when we have events, this is 
always a thought in the back 
of people’s minds. Think July 
3 fi reworks, for example. 

That is covered by a police 
presence all over. This recent 
happening was something 
that happened outt a the blue. 
How you prevent happen-
stance I dunno. Bett er minds 
than Cobina’s will be on it, 
Iyam sure.

~~~
Here we are about three months 

after the last properties were de-
molished in the area once called 
“The Haven Project,” and we 
still don’t know what is hap-
pening. Madame Olga has been 
staring into her crystal trying to 
glean what the “Haven Group” 
is planning for the large expanse. 
Ironically, the cleared space off ers 
some rawther interesting views of 
New Haven Harbor.

The buzz about the berg is that 
the property, once thought to be 
sold in one piece, might hafta be 
parceled out and sold piecemeal. 
That could mean almost any-
thing, and probably means that 
– at least in some regard – the 
possibility of high-end condomin-
iums going along that area are a 
good bet.

Remember, that was the is-
sue that nixed the project about 
17 years ago. The idea was for 
$1 million-plus condos, but the 
Picard administration wanted 
something that would generate 
kopecks in tax dollars that won’t 
tax services. Well, that didn’t 
work, and some people have 
said all along it was gonna be a 
waiting game to see when con-
dos would actually be put down 
there…a type of War of Att rition.

Olga is still staring into the 
glass and hoping to hear some-
thing. Let’s hope the word comes 
down from on high soon – “on 
high” being the developers.

Goodness knows they have 
kept things perty close to the vest 
when it comes to whot’s happen-

ing. Heck, they ain’t even tell-
ing City Hall, or doling it out in 
dribs and drabs. I guess we hafta 
sit and wait.

~~~
The big news outt a the Ac-

tors Colony is Herroner has 
made more hires. In fack, a 
slew of hires were announced 
this week. When she came into 
offi  ce in December more than 
20 staff  positions – mostly of 
the upper echelon type – were 
unfi lled. That was a way to 
keep the budget down, I guess.

Tennyrate, it was announced 
that a new Personnel Director, 
or whatever they call those 
people nowadays, has been 
put on board along with a 
payroll person and a bunch of 
other offi  ces. The MARB has 
been harping ‘bout these posi-
tions, and gett ing them fi lled, 
and it seems we are almost 
there.

I know a couple of elected 
offi  cials are very happy about 
this turn of events, ‘cuz things 
were being handled by others 
by shifting the burdens to the 
left. Well, you can only go so 
far to the left before there is no 
one left to handle the shift.

Yew can read about the in-
dividuals elsewhere. Let’s jest 
say some people’s jobs in City 
Hall got a litt le easier and a 
litt le more on point.

~~~
Meanwhile, Sammy Bluejay 

is saying the long-awaited re-
opening of Beach Street is jest 
days away. Paving is supposed 
to happen and may be in process 
or completed by the time yew git 
this missive. Natchurly, once it’s 
paved and lined and lookin’ perty, 
the politicos and their entourage 
will need the necessary ribbon-
cutt ing or other ceremony to git 
their mugs on camera.

That means a big “event” has 
to be planned and all the dignitar-
ies invited that has a scintilla of 
credit in making this thing hap-
pen. Soooo, we are hearing that 
something might be done next 
week with all the smiling faces in 
the frame.

Whilst all that is happening, 
the developers over at Beach 
Street and Morse Avenue are 
looking to start the second phase 
of the development – the restau-
rant. A bistro of some type has 
been planned all along, but noth-
ing could happen until the road-
way was elevated to prevent the 
fl oods that became so common 
over there, particularly after the 
beach gits eaten away.

Sooo, now that things are on 
track to open, the developer can 
git on track to build his new eat-
ery and make some of his kopecks 
back. We shall see what happens, 
but one would expeck things will 
be completed by Memorial Day 
weekend the latest…traffi  c really 
starts to increase that weekend.

~~~
Lost in all the other com-

motion is the fack that by the 
time yew git this note, the City 

Council will have completed 
its review of Herroner’s fi rst 
budget and made whatever 
changes it might have deemed 
necessary. By the charter, the 
meeting to approve a budget 
ordinance is the foist Thurs-
day in May, which is today.

So, a special session is gon-
na be held and the spending 
package will be passed or not; 
but, one way or another, there 
will be a budget ordinance in 
place before the clock strikes 
12. As the Wag is always more 
than happy to point out, this 
is the deadline come Hades or 
high water. 

Eff en the council passes the 
ordinance all is right with the 
world. Eff en it does not – as 
has happened more than once 
– the mayor’s budget defaults 
into passage. Any alterations 
are voided, and it goes in as is.

That usually happened 
when the council wasn’t hap-
py with the plan. Given the 
fack the mayor’s people con-
trol the council, Cobina would 
be very surprised eff en there 
is a revolt…especially on the 
fi rst budget.

Still to be considered, how-
ever, is the MARB, that panel 
of dour faces that have the fi -
nal word on what happens to 
our money. Remember, the 
mayor looked to lower the mill 
increase that was planned and 
only went to a bit more than 
a mill-and-a-half. That might 
not fl y with the suits that con-
trol the MARB. 

In the past they have been 
very strick when it comes to 
making sure mill increases go 
as planned. There ain’t no in-
dication what will happen, but 
the MARB doesn’t tackle that 
question until the council does 
its part tonight.

~~~
Speaking again of paved roads, 

Cobina would be remiss eff en she 
didn’t mention that the spate of 
heavy rain we’ve had in the past 
month or so has really beaten up 
our roads.

Heck, Cobina was driving up 
Campbell Avenue and the stress 
marks betwixt the lines of pave-
ment are beginning to gape. 
Whilst I looked at these things I 
thought I’d hate to be a marcher 
in the Memorial Day parade and 
step in one o’ those crevices, it 
could be the beginning of a big 
fall.

And the main drag ain’t the 
only place the weather has done 
a number on the pavement. It’s 
on the side streets and some other 
main arteries as well. I dunno 
how the Department of Public 
Works is gonna keep up with the  
potholes that have happened ‘cuz 
of the weather Eff en it were a cash 
crop West Haven would have a 
new industry.

With that bit o’ chatt er, I’ll 
close this time till next, mitt  luff  
und kizzez,

Dear Felicia

Cobina
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Dear Eleanore Turkington:
Recently I spott ed a huge 

billboard in our state that 
displayed a warning to 
motorists that there was a law 
in Connecticut that showed a 
penalty to drivers concerning 
driving and texting.  

I wasn’t aware that we 
couldn’t use a cell phone to 
communicate to business or 
to my family and friends. Just 
how many personal privileges 
can be taken away these days. 
Just what is the story on this 
convenient practice?

Fed Up
Dear Fed Up:

 Here is what I was able to 
fi nd on driving and texting in 
the state of Connecticut:

In Connecticut texting 
while driving is considered a 
primary off ense, which means 
you can be pulled over and 
issued a citation for texting 
and operating a vehicle. The 
state takes distracting while 
driving seriously to ensure 
road safety.  

Here are the key points 
regarding Connecticut’s 
driving and texting laws:

Prohibition: Connecticut 
law prohibits the use of any 
hand-held mobile electronic 
device while operating a 
motor vehicle. This includes 
texting, checking e-mail, 
browsing social media or any 
other activity that diverts your 
att ention from driving.

Fines and demerit points: 
First off ense: If you’re 

caught texting while driving 

for the fi rst time, you’ll face a 
$200 fi ne.

Subsequent off enses: For 
third, fourth and subsequent 
texting violations, the fi ne 
increases to $500

The law reminds you to 
turn off  electronic devices 
and keep them out of reach 
before starting to drive. 
Be a role model for young 
drivers by sett ing a positive 
example.
Speak up if you see someone 

using an electronic device 
while driving.

Always wear your seat belts; 
it’s your best defense against 
unsafe drivers.  

Be alert for others on the road 
and cyclists and pedestrians.

We might remember, no text 
is worth a life.  You can pull off  
the road to a safe place.

Readers, according to a 
recent gripe concerning 
the manhole and covers on 
Campbell Avenue, this gripe 
has been signaled to the 

council person in that area.  
Please let me know if the 
situation has been corrected.

Also, a question has 
arisen referring to United 
Illuminating bills sent to UI 

users questioning exactly 
where those extra fees are 
going and how they are being 
used.  I am in touch with 
authorities at UI and will 
publish their responses in a 

future column.
If you have a gripe, 

comment or issue send them 
to gripevineatwh@yahoo.com 
or mail them to 840 Boston 
Post Road, West Haven 06516.

ELEANORE TURKINGTON

After a two-month medical leave of absence, Republican 
Councilman Steven J. Johnstone, who represents West Shore’s 
10th District, has resumed his City Council duties.

Johnstone, the council’s minority leader, expressed his 
“sincere gratitude” to Mayor Dorinda Borer and to council 
members Meli Garthwait, R-at large, and Brian Laucks, D-at 
large, who handled Johnstone’s 10th District matters during his 
medical leave.

“I want to personally thank fellow council members Meli 
Garthwait and Brian Laucks for stepping in during my absence,” 
he said.

Johnstone, who has been medically cleared, officially returned 
to the City Council on April 22. Residents of the 10th District can 
contact Johnstone at sjohnstone@westhaven-ct.gov.

Johnstone back from medical leave
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The center of radical universe
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
Columbia University is once 

again the center of the radical 
universe. 

More than 50 years after an-
ti-Vietnam War demonstrators 
roiled the Columbia campus 
in 1968, anti-Israel agitators 
are disrupting the school’s op-
erations, and inspiring similar 
actions at other universities 
around the country. 

In their open support for a 
terror group, today’s demon-
strators are more virulent than 
their 1960s forebears, but they 
are still the ideological heirs of 
the New Left -- grandchildren 
in the  spirit of the fi rst Morn-
ingside Heights revolutionar-
ies. 

It’s Columbia 1968 -- the an-
tisemitic version.

The protests back then were, 
to be sure, a larger and more 
violent event. Demonstrators 
seized buildings and briefl y 
took a dean hostage. The cam-
pus shut down. When the 
police came to re-take the oc-
cupied buildings in the early-
morning hours of April 30, 
1968, they arrested more than 
700 people and roughed some 
of them up. 

The situation at Columbia 
today, noxious though it is, 
would have to get much worse 
to match 1968’s mayhem. The 
protestors have set up an en-
campment rather than seizing 
buildings. When police moved 
in last week to briefl y break 
up the illegal gathering, they 

arrested about a hundred peo-
ple. Although the protest has 
generated national att ention 
(and a well-deserved condem-
nation from the White House), 
it’s not the cause celebre of 
1968, when famous journal-
ists and poets joined the dem-
onstrators in their barricaded 
buildings.

Yet, the director of the col-
lege’s Jewish Learning Initia-
tive has urged Jewish students 
to stay home for fear for their 
safety, and classes have gone 
remote. 

The argot of both sets of 
demonstrators is largely the 
same. In 1968, the protestors 
inveighed against the “com-
plicity” of the University in the 
Vietnam War and its “institu-
tional racism” for wanting to 
expand a gym in the neighbor-
hood. Decades later, those are 
still the popular catchphrases. 

Israel is to today’s radicals 
what the Pentagon was to 
1968’s. Just as the protestors 
back then demanded that the 
university cut ties with a De-
partment of Defense outfi t do-
ing research for the Vietnam 
War, today’s radicals want 
the university to divest from 
Israel. The essential argument 
is the same -- that Columbia 
bears moral responsibility for 
crimes against humanity com-
mitt ed in an imperialist war. 

Yesteryear’s agitators might 
have been surprised to learn 
that student demonstra-
tors acting in the tradition of 
1968 have been discomfi ting 

and harassing Jews and ex-
pressing support for a hor-
rifi c terrorist assault. Here too, 
though, there are connections 
to 1968, at least its more ex-
treme elements. 

The famed Columbia protest 
leader Mark Rudd went on 
to become part of the violent 
Weather Underground. The 
group’s manifesto is a bilious 
att ack on America’s infl uence 
in the world.

It contends that “the main 
struggle going on in the world 
today is between U.S. imperi-
alism and the national libera-
tion struggles against it.” The 
fact is, according to the mani-
festo, that “every other empire 
and pett y dictator is in the 
long run dependent on U.S. 
imperialism, which has uni-
fi ed, allied with, and defended 
all of the reactionary forces of 
the whole world.” That’s why 
“we determine who are our 
friends and who are our en-
emies according to whether 
they help U.S. imperialism or 
fi ght to defeat it.”

The same logic animates to-
day’s radicals. Hamas is their 
equivalent of Che Guevara or 
the Viet Cong, and Israel an 
expression of Western impe-
rialism that must be opposed 
at all costs. (The Weather Un-
derground statement does 
briefl y mention “Israeli impe-
rialism.”)

A key diff erence between 
1968 and today is that pro-
testors then were revolting 

See Lowry, page 7

Blight: another problem
In our last issue, these columns discussed the new 

initiative of Mayor Dorinda Borer in establishing a 
Blight Taskforce. The new initiative, including sev-
eral city departments and personnel, is tasked with 
enforcing the city’s blight ordinances, and making 
property owners responsible for ensuring compli-
ance. This includes a major component of register-
ing absentee landlords, giving the city a person with 
whom direct communication of issues may be ad-
dressed.

One of the second parts of the new initiative is a 
look at the types of businesses that come into the 
city, and the hours around which they do business. 
Smoke shops have proliferated in West Haven for a 
few years, and, like some other, businesses, like it or 
not, they do not add to the quality of life. 

Like it or not, they are seen as places where less 
desirable individuals congregate. These are facts, not 
matters of hate or bigotry. It has nothing to do with 
race, religion, ethnicity, or culture. Certain types of 
businesses hurt neighborhoods. It is simple econom-
ics.

A moratorium on new businesses of this type has 
been put into force with city offi cials looking to en-
courage other types of businesses, more suited to 
boosting neighborhoods. Dovetailed to that effort is 
a look at 24-hour businesses, and attempting to cur-
tail the number and types of businesses that have 
such hours.

It is no secret that West Haven attracts a subcul-
ture of individuals at night, particularly in the sum-
mer months, but during most of the year. Drugs, 
indigency, and homelessness is part of that subcul-
ture. Over the past few years, police and other agen-
cies have dealt with the issues.

It is a reality we are seeing in stark relief through-
out the country that individuals suffering in the 
three above-mentioned categories – in sum or part – 
create problems that lead to blight. While something 
must be done to alleviate their problems, a city has a 
right to make sure its citizens are safe. Especially in 
the matter of drugs, crime rates go up where these 
problems are left to fester.

Again, this is not an Ebenezer Scrooge mentality 
of “are there no prisons, are there no workhouses.” 
Agencies and programs exist that can help those suf-
fering, and every effort should be made to help those 
who would benefi t from them. That said, the city – 
any city – has a right to protect its citizens from the 
ill effects of the subculture, and it is folly to think 
otherwise.

For West Haven to rise out the ashes of its cur-
rent fi scal problems, and to create neighborhoods in 
which people want to raise their families, the effort 
to encourage certain types of businesses over others 
seems an easy decision. It is a reality that must be 
faced.

We commend the Borer administration for taking 
small steps toward improving the city by means of 
monitoring those businesses looking to settle here. 
Dare we say a “gentrifi cation” of business types into 
the city would be a welcome movement toward a bet-
ter West Haven.

We look forward to hearing more about Mayor Bor-
er’s plan in the future.
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Letters, we get letters!

Continued from page 6
against an institution dominated by traditional liberals, whereas 
the radicals have steadily taken over the universities since. To-
day’s protestors are only crudely expressing the att itudes and 
tropes that they hear in many of their classrooms. A large con-
tingent of Columbia faculty walked out to protest the arrests of 
the agitators. Columbia 1968 is widely seen as a hugely infl u-
ential event in the direction of academia. It will be a calamity if 
Columbia 2024 is eventually viewed the same way.

Lowry: Radical campus

The West Haven High Class of 1964 is planning its 60th re-
union for Sept. 7, noon to 4 p.m. at Biagett i’s Restaurant, 77 
Campbell Ave., on the patio. It will include a buff et dinner with 
music and dancing. A formal invitation will be sent to all class-
mates via email, and will be posted on Facebook and other so-
cial media sites.

The reunion committ ee wishes to encourage all graduates to 
att end and help make this event a success. Please RSVP by June 
3 to Judy Oberempt at nana2446@aol.com or (203) 934-9504.

WHHS ‘64 plans reunion

Protect the public, 
enforce the law

Enough is Enough! I never 
thought I would have to start 
a letter with those words, 
however these words are on 
a large number of Americans 
minds and on the tips of their 
tongues due to the sorry state 
of our communities today!

I have to ask our politicians 
an age-old question that was 
highlighted in the early to 
middle 1980’s , “When did 
it become permissible for 
citizens to pick and choose 
what laws and rules they want 
to follow and ignore?” 

That is not the way our legal 
system is supposed to work 
nor is it the American Way!  The 
perception amongst a large 
number of Americans is that 
crime is out of control! Crime 

does pay, and the system will 
not do anything to rectify this! 
We see day after day stories of 
police officers being shot and 
killed by a suspect that has had 
numerous , prior and violent 
arrests, who were simply 
afforded bail or pre-trial 
releases with no supervision 
at all ! THIS NEEDS TO END! 

Our criminal justice system, 
similar to many facets of life 
, goes through certain cycles 
as time goes by and society 
changes. Over the course of 
the last several years our duly 
elected politicians, whether 
elected members of state and 
federal legislative bodies 
or elected district or state 
prosecuting attorneys, the 
pervasive perception is that 
many jurisdictions and facets 
of our government are weak 
on crime! Laws are laws ! 

A large number of 
our current politicians and 
their perceptions of crime and 
due process presents itself 
like a ship without a rudder 
in a strong wind destined 
for disaster! We need to stay 

the course and to follow the 
Rule of Law and to enforce 
the various statutes that are 
codified in our written section 
of laws more commonly 
known as Statutory Law! 
Politics and getting re-elected 

by constituents should not 
be a factor in how, why and 
when to enforce the law! The 
protection and overall safety 
of our communities should be 
the priority! 

John Joseph Albinger

Photo by Derrick Midy

Borer leads 
Earth Day 
discussion 

Mayor Dorinda Borer, 
right, with Haley Elementary 
School Principal AmyJo 
Palermo, visits with students 
April 22 to discuss the 
importance of Earth Day. 
Borer invited Dr. Kelsey E. 
Fisher of the Connecticut 
Agricultural Experiment 
Station, not pictured, to talk 
about the role bees play on 
Earth. The mayor provided 
flower seeds to all students in 
attendance. 



Page 8 - Thursday, May 2, 2024 WEST HAVEN VOICE

Submitted Photo

Students of the Month
St. Lawrence School recently celebrated its 

Students of the Month for April in a ceremony 
held at the school. The students were honored 
for their academics and achievements in the 
classroom.  Students were awarded a pin 
and certifi cate during breakfast along with 
their families. Pictured with Principal Frank 
Arnone, left to right: First row -- Gr.2- Hayden 
Reid, Gr.2-Emrie Lorusso, Gr.2-Jordan 
Vilsaint, Gr.3-Sophia Santillan-Briceno, 
Gr.1-Christian Ackbarali, Gr.1-Julio Flores, 
Gr.1-Blake Vitelli. Second Row -- Gr.6- James 
Clark III, Gr.5-Jeremiah Koram, Gr.3-Juan 
Pablo Perez-Sandoval, Gr.4-George Abraham, 
Gr.7- Nicholas Mantilia, Gr.4- Isabella King 
, Gr.5- Selma Correia-Freire, Gr.8- Aaron 
Cabacungan.

Messina new principal at St. Lawrence
The principal of a Southing-

ton-based Catholic school has 
been tapped to become the 
new principal of St. Lawrence 
School. James Messina will as-
sume his new duties at the be-
ginning of the 2024-25 school 
year in July. The announce-
ment was made via lett er to 
parents and parishioners by 
the Rev. Jose Mercado, pastor 
of the St. John XXIII parish.

Messina takes over follow-

ing the announced retirement 
of Frank Arnone, who has 
been at the helm for the last 
two years.

The search committ ee was 
formed following the an-
nouncement and comprised 
of: Dr. Joan Venditt o, School 
Council Chairman, Parishio-
ner of St. John XXIII Parish, 
retired Education Professor, 
and Director of Education 
Programs at Albertus Magnus 

College; Suzanne Patry, School 
Council Secretary, Parishioner 
of St. John XXIII Parish, retired 
Catholic School

teacher; Frank Paolino, 
School Council Member, Pa-
rishioner of St. John XXIII Par-
ish, retired Public School Prin-
cipal; Tom Lague, Parishioner 
of St. John XXIII Parish, retired 
long-time public-school edu-
cator.

“I am deeply grateful to 

each of them for their collab-
orative work in assisting me 
during the search process and 
providing their consultation 
in ensuring a highly quali-
fi ed and eff ective leader for St. 
Lawrence School. It was unan-
imous that one candidate rose 
to the top,” Mercado wrote to 
the parents.

Messina earned his Bachelor 
of Science in Elementary Edu-
cation from Central Connecti-
cut State University in New 
Britain, CT and a master’s de-
gree in Reading from South-
ern Connecticut State Univer-
sity, and a 6th Year Certifi cate 
in Educational Administration 
from the University of Con-
necticut in Storrs.

He is currently the princi-
pal of St. Luke Catholic School 
(PreK 3 to 8th Grade) in South-
ington and Adjunct Professor 
of Special Education & Read-
ing (undergraduate and grad-
uate levels) at Southern Con-
necticut State University. 

He has experience as a class-
room teacher, literacy coach, 
middle and high school in-
structional supervisor, gradu-
ate school professor, and ad-
ministrator. 

“He is also a lifelong resi-
dent of the City of West Ha-
ven and parishioner of St. 

John XXIII Parish, where he 
received all his sacraments<” 
Mercado wrote.

Mercado said meetings with 
students and their families, 
as well as parishioners are 
planned to discuss the transi-
tion.

“I once again, thank the Prin-
cipal Search Committ ee for 
their vital participation in this 
very important process. With 
their help, we have selected 
an excellent leader to continue 
the 107-year legacy of “Shap-
ing the Leaders of Tomorrow” 
in St. Lawrence School in West 
Haven,” Mercado wrote.

JAMES MESSINA

JOB CENTER
American

WEST HAVEN
PUBLIC LIBRARY
300 ELM STREET

Stop by the library and talk to
representatives from the

American Job Centers to learn
about the resources, services,

and help they offer to job
hunters!

MAY 13TH
MAY 30TH

1:00PM - 3:00PM

Radon test kits still available from city
It’s not too late to test your home for radon, the second-lead-

ing cause of lung cancer.
Radon is a colorless, odorless and naturally occurring ra-

dioactive gas formed from the natural decay of uranium. It’s 
found in rock, water and soil.

While radon in outdoor air poses a relatively low risk to hu-
man health, it can enter homes from the surrounding soil and 
become a health hazard inside buildings, city Health Director 
Maureen B. Lillis said.

Lillis said testing for radon is recommended every two years.
The city Health Department has received a limited number of 

free radon test kits from the state Department of Public Health.
To receive a test kit, West Haven residents can call the Health 

Department at 203-937-3660. A sanitarian from the department 
will help place the kit in the home, Lillis said.

To learn more about radon, visit htt ps://portal.ct.gov/dph/
Environmental-Health/Radon/Radon-Program.

 ~~ Mike Walsh
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The two-year-old West Haven High School was awarded by the Connecticut Building Con-
gress for its “team effort” in rebuilding the 1963 structure. The $130 million project came $2 
million under budget, with several unplanned additions during construction.

CBC awards
WHHS project
for ‘team effort’

The Connecticut Building 
Congress recognizes out-
standing building projects that 
exemplify project team excel-
lence and represent the best 
practices in teamwork by proj-
ect owners, architects, engi-
neers, constructors and trades. 
Each year, CBC recognizes 
projects whose team members 
have met or surpassed goals 
and achieved higher project 
quality through this close col-
laboration.

The West Haven High School 
renovation, a $130 million 
transformative endeavor, was 
the largest school project of its 
time as it revolutionized the 
City’s only public high school. 
Collaboratively executed by 
Gilbane Building Company, 
Antinozzi Associates, the City 
of West Haven, and the School 
District, the project was com-
pleted on time and within 
budget. The 270,000 SF “reno-
vate as-new” initiative mod-
ernized the 1963 facility into 
a state-of-the-art educational 
space with advanced STEM 
classrooms, a media center, 
and community spaces. Man-
aged in four phases, it allowed 
continuous operation for over 
1500 students, integrating new 
science and athletic facilities. 

The design emphasizes secu-
rity, community engagement, 
and off ers after-hours public 
access, positioning the school 
as a vital community hub.

The project was cited for be-
ing $2 million under budget 
when completed, despite the 
fact eight classrooms and oth-
er upgrades were made that 
were not in the original plan.

“The project faced many 
challenges,” said Building 
Committ ee Chairman Ken 
Carney, “but we were able to 
bring in a state-of-the-art proj-
ect with several additions that 
were not in the plans.”

Westies Care is seeking 
qualifi ed applicants for its 
2024 Westies Care Awards. 
All high school seniors who 
are West Haven residents who 
meet these criteria are invited 
to apply: Planning to att end a 
College/University; Planning 
to enlist; Earned a minimum 
of 100 Community Service 
Hours; Completion of applica-
tion with essay.

Selected honorees will re-
ceive a monetary award along 
with proclamations from state 
and local offi  cials. Please  con-
tact Phil at Phil.liscio@westies-
care.org for further informa-
tion and an application.

Westies Care
seeks names
for ‘24 awards

Lorenzo’s and Westies Care 
come together to host a ben-
efi t to support Kori Wilkerson.  
Tonight from 4-9 p., Lorenzo’s 
restaurant will host a fund-
raiser to aid Kori in her time of 
need. Enjoy food, a raffl  e, and 
contribute to a worthy cause.  
For more information: Email 
Pete Rivera: pete@westiescare.
org. Donations can be made 
by Venmo to @westiescare.

Wilkerson fete
set for tonight
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Celebrating Episcopal Ministry in West Haven since 1723 

 

SPRING PLANT SALE 
Saturday, May 11th from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Annuals – Vegetables – Herbs – Hanging Plants  

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

28 CHURCH STREET, WEST HAVEN 

We are the brown stone church across from the West Haven Green. 

Continued from page 1
“When Mr. Bohan visited our classroom, I learned that I 

should watch my surroundings more and watch who I hang 
around with,” said seventh-grader Jesus Roman. “I kind of have 
to trust certain people, but not give them all my trust because 
they may do something wrong or something that could get me 
in trouble too.”

Added classmate Margarita Buren, “What I learned is that I 
should make good choices because that will determine my fu-
ture. I learned that I should make good friends and I should 
hang out with good people who make good choices. I should 
also tell my parents the truth and ask them if it’s safe to go some-
where.”

The key talking point of the classroom visits was to surround 
yourself with the right people and to reiterate the impact a bad 
decision now, can have on your future. “The kids took it very 
well, we even had some good conversations about it after Mr. 
Bohan left,” said Nick Vitale, grade 7 social studies teacher.

“Some of the students were aware of the situation and some 
were not, but it was a great opportunity to shed some light on 
what happened and put a positive spin on it,” said seventh-
grade teacher Jessica Moore. “Mr. Bohan also reiterated how 
great it is that we live near the beach and can share this with our 
community, and not to ruin it for everyone else so that future 
generations of kids and families can still go to the beach and 
enjoy it as a community.”

At the high school, outreach worker Richard “Monty” Reyn-
olds played a pivotal role throughout the week, speaking in 
Whitney Shanley’s social studies classes. Monty’s motivational 
speeches delivered an endless number of quotes that stuck with 
our students, who then posted their favorite quotes on a bulletin 
board in one of the school’s hallways.

“My favorite quote was, ‘Those who live and walk away, live 
to fi ght another day,’ because a lot of stuff  goes on and you can 
either decide to drown in the drama or just walk away from it. 
A lot of bad things can happen, even by good people who have 
bad habits but good intentions,” said sophomore Antoine Ed-
mond.

“The quote we chose was, ‘It is not what you’re called, it’s 
what you answer to’ and we chose it because people may call 
you names and all the above, but that’s not necessarily your 
character,” exclaimed sophomore Nevaeh Stegall, while her 
classmate Ziyanna Lowery added, “It shouldn’t matt er because 
if you know who you truly are, then you shouldn’t be listening 
to what other people may say about you.”

The powerful quotes stuck with many students, as discus-
sions continued after Monty left the rooms. One example, that 
stood out to Shanley, was the quote “He who turns and runs 
away, lives to fi ght another day.” 

After hearing this, students realized out loud that, yes, I could 
walk away even though I feel the buzz and excitement going 
with the crowd, but the smarter choice is to remove myself from 
the situation.

Added Principal Paredes, “I think this was a great opportu-
nity for the kids to really understand that this is a time in your 
life when there are a lot of diffi  cult decisions that are going to 
come your way, and how important it is to make a good one.”

 “My purpose is to encourage the students, to let them know 
that they do have a future and that what they are going through 
right now, is not what they are and where they have to stay,” 
said Monty. “They have ‘greater’ inside of them and they are 
able to get to that, and I want to encourage them to do that.”

Photo by Michael O’Brien

Students at West Haven High School post quotations from 
class presentations.

Students: A life lesson
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West Haven Community House has 
openings in our Head Start program

  Are you a West Haven parent
looking for a quality pre-school

program for your child?

West Haven Community House
Head Start Preschool Program
www.whcommunityhouse.org 
203-934-5221 x135 Call Today!

West Haven Community House
Established 1941

Head Start is a school 
readiness program for 3 
and 4 year old children 
of income eligible 
families. 

We provide a learning 
environment that 

supports children’s growth in language, literacy, 
and social and emo  onal development. Head Start 
emphasizes the role of parents as their child’s  rst and 
most important teacher, and support family well-being, 
community engagement and school readiness.

l   kl   k no more!  no more! 

Continued from page 3
A number of local organizations contributed to the project 

at Antonucci’s request. The West Haven Parks and Recreation 
Commission unanimously approved the project in March  and 
gave him permission to rebuild the garden at this location. 

Members of the Sandy Point Neighborhood Association par-
ticipated actively in the project the day of construction and con-
tributed funds to help purchase perennial plants that will be 
added to the garden into mid-May. 

Individual neighbors of the garden also made contributions 
to the plants and materials that will be installed over the next 
few weeks. 

The West Haven Beautifi cation Committ ee plans to also con-
tribute a number of annual fl owers that will give the garden col-
or through the summer and into the fall. A dedication ceremony 
will be planned for June or July.

Project: Scouts, helpers
upgrade city landmark

Mayor Dorinda Borer (Center) stops by to view progress 
and thank Nico Antonucci (2nd from right) and the other 
Scouts and volunteers who participated. John Voss (Far right) 
built the original garden as an Eagle Scout 

Scouts and other volunteers lay the bricks that make up the 
outer ring of the garden.

Below, at the end of the day, the remaining Scouts and 
volunteers gather to celebrate their success – and all of it was 
built in one day!!
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By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
American Family Care, the 

city’s newest urgent care cen-
ter, marked its grand opening 
with the snip of a blue-ribbon 
April 23.

Using oversize scissors, 
Mayor Dorinda Borer helped 
American Family Care fran-
chise owner Muhammad Za-
man and Medical Director Dr. 
Felix Pacheco cut the ribbon to 
formally open the state-of-the-
art AFC West Haven Urgent 
Care center at 354 Sawmill 
Road.

The late-afternoon cer-

emony was organized by the 
Milford Regional Chamber of 
Commerce. It included wel-
coming remarks by Borer and 
Simon McDonald, the cham-
ber’s director of membership 
and marketing, as well as re-
marks by Zaman and Pacheco.

“Access to quality, aff ord-
able health care is critical, and 
language can be a barrier,” 
Borer said. “A facility like this 
will provide equitable access 
to quality, aff ordable care.”

Also celebrating the event 
were City Clerk John W. Lewis 
and Councilman Gary Dono-
van, D-4, along with chamber 

President and CEO Michael 
Moses and Barbara Ronalter, 
the center’s director of opera-
tions and business develop-
ment.

They were joined by mem-
bers of the AFC medical team 
and a delegation of chamber 
board members, including 
West Shore Associates of West 
Haven owner Erin Eberhardt, 
New Haven Bank of West 
Haven branch manager Hala 
Urban and Edward Jones of 
Milford fi nancial adviser Jay 
Borelli.

The center is open seven 
days a week and has walk-
in options — urgent care, lab 
testing, vaccinations — to 
meet the immediate health 
care needs of patients of all 
ages. No appointment is need-
ed.

“Our medical team is staff ed 
with medical professionals 
who are dedicated to ensur-
ing your health and overall 
well-being,” said Zaman, who 
was accompanied by his wife, 
Anila, and son, Musa, 15.

The center is off  Interstate 
95’s Exit 42 and has seven 
exam rooms, a manager’s of-
fi ce, and X-ray and storage 
space.

It is located in a plaza with 
an Aspen Dental practice, a 
Chipotle Mexican Grill and a 
former Starbucks store.

Starbucks recently opened 
a new stand-alone store with 
drive-thru service next door at 
340 Sawmill Road, the site of a 
former Stewart’s All American 
Grill. 

The AFC center space was 
formerly occupied by a T-Mo-

bile store.
Zaman said that although it 

just opened, the 2,670-square-
foot center is already ex-
panding into the vacant Star-
bucks space. The expansion 
is expected to take about 
two months to complete and 
will bring the center to 4,475 
square feet, he said.

Zaman chose West Haven’s 
bustling Sawmill Road retail 
corridor for his fi rst AFC Ur-
gent Care center because of 
the area’s dense population 
and high visibility from I-95.

“We are very grateful Mr. 
Zaman chose his fi rst location 
to be in West Haven,” Borer 
said.

The West Haven center joins 
17 other franchise-owned AFC 
urgent care centers in Con-
necticut.

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Holding oversize scissors, 
Mayor Dorinda Borer cuts 
the ribbon with American 
Family Care franchise owner 
Muhammad Zaman, center 
left, and Medical Director Dr. 
Felix Pacheco, center right, 
to celebrate the grand open-
ing of West Haven’s new 
AFC Urgent Care center at 
354 Sawmill Road on April 
23. With them are, from left, 
Councilman Gary Donovan 
(D-4); Barbara Ronalter, the 
center’s director of operations 
and business development; 
Zaman’s son, Musa, 15, and 
wife, Anila; City Clerk John 
W. Lewis; and Simon Mc-
Donald, the director of mem-

American Family Care opens in city
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Historian’s corner                  Historian’s corner                  By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

Goffi  ’s Egg Farm
We would like to thank those 

whose assistance made this col-
umn possible:  Polly Rockefeller, 
Dave Goffi  , Katherine Held and 
Bob Newkirk.

August 1958
 It was one of those summer 

Saturday mornings when The 
Boy just wanted to play in 
his backyard, climbing in the 
apple trees, and pretending 
they were the masts of pirate 
ships.  However, mother had 
devised an errand list that 
would get father and The Boy 
out from underfoot for the 
morning, so that she and sister 
could tidy up the house.  So 
off went father and son in the 
family car.

“Where are we going, 
daddy?”  The answer was a 
rather dreary litany of chores 
and stops, but when The Boy 
heard about the last stop, it 
aroused his interest:  “…and 
then we’re going to the farm, 
to pick up eggs.”

Now, back in 1958, there 
was an egg farm on a dirt road 
known as Shingle Hill Road, 
near the corner of Morgan 

Lane.  Behind the farmhouse, 
there were two enormous 
hen houses, which were big 
enough to hold a total of 15,000 
chickens.  It was late morning 
when the old green Plymouth 
lumbered into the dooryard; 
father turned off  the engine, 
set the car in gear, opened the 
car door, and began to get out.

“What does that sign say, 
daddy?”  “It says that if you 
blow your horn, it will scare 
the chickens, so don’t do it.”  
And with that, father—trust-
ing soul that he was—turned 
and walked into the farm-
house, leaving The Boy alone 
on Plymouth’s front seat (You 
already know where this story 
is going, don’t you?).

Now, to most six-year-olds, 
“don’t” is a word that conjures 
up visions of stop signs and 
red fl ags waving; however, to 
The Boy it represented some-
thing more like a dare.  It was 
only a moment after father 
disappeared into the farm-
house that The Boy’s left hand 
seemed to take on a will of its 
own:  slowly it rose and sbe-
gan to move stealthily toward 

the chrome horn ring that was 
mounted within the Plym-
outh’s big steering wheel. 

It seemed like ages passed, 
but it was probably just a few 
seconds later that The Boy’s 
fi ngers were wrapped fi rmly 
around the horn ring.  Father 
was nowhere in sight—this 
was the moment—The Boy 
pushed on the horn ring with 
all his strength and held it 
down fi rmly.

And THAT is when The Boy 
discovered that the horn on a 
1951 Plymouth was wired to 
the car’s ignition switch:  en-
gine off =horn off .  Thus, for 
that day, the chickens were 
spared.

As recently as 1950, the 
West Shore was largely farm-
land.  Allspaugh’s Dairy was 
located at the top of Benham 
Hill, and the cows grazed in 
the meadow where Bailey 
Middle School now stands.  
Morgan Lane had only four 
homes on it—Heeney the cabi-
netmaker lived next to All-
spaugh’s meadow, while Hor-
ace “Rock” Rockefeller and his 
sister Dutch owned most of 

the south corner of Jones Hill 
Road and Morgan Lane.  The 
land where Our Lady of Vic-
tory Church now stands was 
mostly wetland, feeding the 
Colonial Boulevard brook.  
At the top of Jones Hill was 
Hebbwood Farm, and across 
the street, Lou’s Turkey Farm.

At the corner of Benham Hill 
Road was the home of Gordon 
Mills, in what was a retired 
schoolhouse.

Yes, everything then was 
still farms and fi elds, as it had 
been for generations.  And the 
Goffi   family, who owned the 
egg farm, at that time owned 
all of the land along the north 
side of Morgan Lane, extend-
ing from Jones Hill Road to 
Island Lane, and up the hill to 
Hebbwood Farm; in all they 
owned 55 acres.

Years passed; farmland 
made way for subdivisions, 
homes, a school and a church, 
as cows and chickens made 
way for families and children; 
and West Haven completed its 
transformation from agricul-
tural community to bedroom 
community.  Today, the Goffi   

egg farm, with its 180 year old 
farm house is just a memory.  
Just one of the fading memo-
ries of a young boy who one 
summer day so long ago, went 
there to pick up eggs with his 
father, in a 1951 Plymouth.

Dan Shine is a columnist for 
the West Haven Voice, and lo-
cal history buff

Left -- The Goffi Farmhouse as it stood on Shingle Hill Road, 
along with the coops. Above is the 1951 Plymouth.
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Stark reminder at prom time!

Photos by Todd Dandelske

WHHS SADD Club under ad-
visor Jim Lafo staged their bi-an-
nual Mock Crash at West Haven 
High School. The West Haven 
Fire, Police, Emergency Report-
ing System, American Medical 
Response and West Haven Fu-
neral Home demonstrated the 
importance of making good de-
cisions during the upcoming 
Prom season.
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MAIN LIBRARY
300 ELM ST.

WEST HAVEN, CT 06516
(203)937-4233

SATURDAY, MAY 11TH
STARTS @ 12PM

CONNIE SACCO ROOM

www.westhavenlibrary.org

STARTS
@ 12PM STARTS

@ 2PM

Photo courtesy of WH Land Trust
West Haven’s Poet Laureate Tony Fusco with Sofi e Burns (left) and Gabriella Sapeinza (right) 

at the Land Trust of West Haven’s Poetry Post on the Savin Rock Boardwalk. Absent from the  
photo is Gianna Aniballi.

Poems writt en by Gabriella Sapeinza, “Moon” (3rd grade, Pa-
gels School), Sofi e Burns, “Change of a Caterpillar” (4th grade, 
Pagels School), and Gianna Aniballi, “The Pouring Rain” 
(8th grade, Bailey Middle School) were chosen from more than 
400 entries for the top prize in the Land Trust of West Haven’s 
and Board of Education’s 2024 Poetry Contest. 

The students read their poems at an award ceremony on Fri-
day, April 26, at the Land Trust’s Poetry Post on the Savin Rock 
Boardwalk. 

April is National Poetry Month and Earth Day is on April 22. 
To celebrate both events, the Land Trust sponsored the nature-
themed poetry contest in collaboration with the Board of Educa-
tion. 

According to Colett e Bennett , the Board of Education’s lan-
guage arts coordinator and event co-coordinator, students have 
been learning about poetry in their classrooms for several weeks. 
In grades 3 and 4 in each elementary school, students studied 
the haiku and the tanka, both Japanese poetic forms.

In grade 8 at Bailey Middle School, students studied famous 
poems on nature. To appreciate how the theme of nature is de-
veloped, they identifi ed patt erns of language, structure, and 
punctuation. 

A three-judge panel determined the winning poems: Tony 
Fusco, who was named Poet Laureate for the City of West Ha-
ven in April of 2019, Past President of the Connecticut Poetry 
Society, and co-chair of the Connecticut Poetry Society Haiku 
Chapter; Renny Loisel, President of the West Haven Land Trust; 
and Colett e Bennett . 

Each winner received a $50 gift card; a native plant, courtesy 
of the Land Trust’s Native Plant Initiative; and a packet of milk-
weed seeds.

The Land Trust of West Haven, Inc. is a non-profi t organiza-
tion formed to promote the protection and preservation of natu-
ral resources and open space properties of public signifi cance 
in West Haven, CT, including coastal resources, with particular 
emphasis on the shoreline of the Long Island Sound in the gen-
eral area of Savin Rock.

Three students
take top prizes
in ‘24 contest

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Mayor Dorinda Borer has expanded the city’s workforce by 

making several key hires, including the appointment of Jennifer 
Daddio as the new personnel director.

Borer said Daddio brings 32 years of human resources 
experience to West Haven, including a vast knowledge of 
employee relations, labor relations, benefits and payroll.

Daddio, who will serve as a member of the mayor’s Cabinet, 
previously worked for Barnes & Noble in New York City and 
several large pharmaceutical companies.

Also in the Personnel Department, Borer said Lisa Langella 
has been hired as Daddio’s personnel generalist.

Receiving the most new hires is the Finance Department 
with five: Christopher Tiberio, director of risk management; 
Erin Sweeney, payroll manager; Kathy Chambers, senior buyer 
procurement analyst; Vanessa Hruszko, assistant grant writer; 
and Michele DePascale, senior accountant.

The Health Department has two new hires: sanitarian Gelacio 
Sanchez and social worker Alyssa Eckstein.

Borer said Nicholas DeJohn will serve as the new director of 
the city’s Emergency Reporting System, also known as ERS.

DeJohn, whose first day on the job is May 6, will oversee the 
911 Communications Center at police headquarters.

“All of these positions are vital to the day-to-day operations 
of the city,” Borer said. “I look forward to working with this 
talented team of new employees, who each brings a high level 
of expertise in their respective field to West Haven.

“Blending our current experienced staff with new members to 
the team is a perfect mix to deliver services for the residents of 
West Haven. These hires not only provide vesting into the role 
but will cut down on overtime and high-priced consultants the 
city has engaged in recent years.”

Borer said interviews continue and additional job offers have 
been made, which the city will announce soon.

Borer makes new hires
in key city departments
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ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

FREE!!

ADULT
YOGA

300 Elm Street, West Haven, CT
West Haven Public Library

Connie Sacco Room

SATURDAY’S
START AT 10:30AM

Call (203) 937-4233 or Email reference@westhavenlibrary.org

MAY 18TH

Youth soccer opens spring season
The Spring 2024 season of 

the West Haven Youth Soccer 
League has kicked off , with 
games and action dominat-
ing our city’s soccer fi elds.  In 
travel team action, the Vio’s 
Sports Plus U14 boys took on 
Cheshire Saturday afternoon 
and won, 6-3. 

CaDian Jones Gaywood 
walked away with the hat 
trick. Jayden Abekah scored 
two and Jackson Schoeman 
clinched the win with a bomb-
er to the top corner from the 
right wing. Mikey Vargo had 
two assists, and newcomers 
Aaron Azana, Muhamad Dar-
wano and Gabriel Quezada 
integrated seamlessly into the 
team. 

The Cappetta’s Italian 
Imports U15 girls opened the 
season on the road versus 
Coginchaug with a 3-1 win. 
The Westies controlled the ball 
well up the field with excellent 
teamwork and passing skills, 
which led to goals by Naomi 

Shubin and Alivia Reilly. Olivia 
Petrie and Lulu Sebas were solid 
in net.  The team continued its 
solid form with an excellent 
game at home versus Shelton 
last Sunday with n a 5-1 win. 
The Westies dominated the 
field with excellent footwork 
by Celeste DiNallo and Shubin. 
Kylie Gibbons scored a hat 
trick for West Haven while Kai 
Ruotolo and Luciana Cappetta 
also put one in the net.  

The girls finished the 
beginning of their season with 
a nail-bitter of a game at home 
versus East Haven, ending in 
a 1-1 tie. Arianna Throm put 
West Haven on the board while 
Olivia Petrie defended the net. 
Allie Powers worked hard in 
defense to clear the ball for the 
Westies.

The Gunning Law Firm West 
Haven U12 girls g opened the 
season with a 2-1 victory over 
Hamden. For most of the first 
half, West Haven controlled the 
pace and tempo but could not 

capitalize on their opportunities. 
The start of the second half 
brought a new sense of urgency, 
with Ariel Titus opening the 
scoring for West Haven.  Titus 
scored the second goal to put 
West Haven up, 2-0. Kendall 
Gilchrist, Allyson Hernandez-
Arce, and Phoebe DiNuzzo 
were spectacular on defense. 
Madison Marion played a great 
game, showcasing great ball 
skills and passing prowess. 

The Elite Soccer Camps U11 
boys opened their season in 
impressive fashion.  The first 
game of the season saw them 
travel to Shelton and come home 
5-0 winners.  Roland Green 
was impressive on the ball and 
slammed it into the side netting 
for a goal.  Ben Trenchard and 
Seth Empric were solid on 
defense.  The Westies returned 
to action against Wallingford, 
winning 5-0.  Ryan Abekah and 
Luca Decresenzo dominated 
in the attack and scored, and 
Ethan Fonseca added to the goal 
tally with one of his own.  Jaxon 
Cruz kept the clean sheet in 
goal for West Haven.  The boys 
then battled to a hard earned 3-3 
draw against a tough Haddam-
Killingworth team.  Mason 
DaSilva sprayed passes across 
the field, and Jacob Rader was 
his usual calm and collected self 
at centerback.  Collin Gibbons 
was strong on defense, and Jax 
Guarino contributed on both 
sides of the ball.  This past 
weekend, the Westies had a 
key win against rivals Guilford, 
coming out 4-1 winners.  Adam 
Lamkhantar picked up a couple 
of assists and Matteo D’Elia and 
Julian Castillo dominated the 
middle of the field.  The final 
game of the opening stretch 
of the season saw the Westies 
travel to Naugatuck and pick up 
the 6-1 win.  Joseph Ruiz played 
well defensively, and scored 
a goal off of a Green cross that 

came from a smart Trenchard 
throw-in.  Taha Ozhan played a 
great game on the wing for West 
Haven.

In the WHYSL action, the 
Seacrest Retirement Center 
Strikers kicked off their season 
with two exciting games.  In 
their first game, the Strikers’ 
Avery Smullen led the team in 
scoring.  She was supported 
by Layla Steel, who had an 
incredible all-around game.  In 
game two, Helena Talamelli and 
Charlotte Monks each scored in 
the win for the Strikers.  

Other Saturday action saw 
Physicians Physical Therapy 
and Mad Mike’s Cheesesteaks 
draw, 3-3, while the Law Office 
of Paul V. Carty battled Wizzard 
Painting, but came up short, 
losing 4-2.

The P & B Express Irish Green 
battle against the Thorough 
Restoration on Saturday.  It was 
a slow start for the Irish Green, 
but they ended up winning the 
game.  Shavier Medley had a 
break away, goal while Tyler 
Franklin and Daryl Lminggio 
both scored.  

It was a great team effort with 
Joseph Guerra helping with a 
few assists and saving a couple 
of goals with strong defensive 
play.  Frankie’s of West Haven 
opened up the season strong, 
with a dominating 5-1 win over 
York Business Center.

Taco Town team opened 
their season with two tough 
losses, the first to Eli’s Orange. 
The team showed great effort, 
working together to come back 
in the second half and make 
it a close game. Christopher 
Romero, Adriel Maita, Daimeon 
Griffin, and Enes Sahin all 
scored for Taco Town.  Game 
two saw Taco Town fall to 
the West Haven Federation of 
Teachers, 7-5.  The West Haven 
Federation of Teachers played 
well and worked very well as a 

team, seeing Sami Mohammadi 
score multiple times.  Michael 
Okedina scored and made many 
great passes, while Kingston 
Ortiz showed great teamwork, 
assisted with blocking goals and 
passing.  Stowe’s Seafood beat 
the University of New Haven 
Blue Chargers, 5-2, and the 
West Haven Professional Fire 
Fighters drew the West Haven 
Police Local 895, 3-3.

Elsie Encarnacion State Farm 
Insurance took on Milano & 
Wanat in U10 boys action for 
the second game of the season.  
For Milano & Wanat, Lazareth 
Cortez and Jude Charles both 
scored two goals, and Dominic 
Durand, Ian Pereyra, Jacob 
Munoz-Montano, and Xander 
Chuquilla each had an assist.  In 
the first game against Baybrook 
Remodelers, Curtis Diaz had an 
assist and Cyncere Harris picked 
up a goal.  Porto Funeral Homes 
opened up the season with a 
pair of 3-2 wins, first defeating 
the George Ellis Company and 
the second against Keenan 
Funeral Home. 

The RQ Accounting & Tax 
Services Cheetahs played with 
good spirits and enthusiasm as 
they took on AFC Urgent Care.  
Marwa El-filali and Lilithbelle 
Warcholic played aggressive 
defense. Mariah Casteel took 
control of the ball. Vivian 
Andrade and Mila Liguori ran 
the ball down field and Katie 
Samaniego scored finished with 
five goals.  

The RQ Accounting and tax 
Services Cheetahs also played an 
amazing game against Connex 
Credit Union.  Avalyn Wilder, 
Ria Sharma, Stella Lombardi, 
Chloe Collins, Zoey Dasilva, 
and Myah Sanchez, and Jaelyn 
Aviles all scored.  For Connex 
Credit Union, Alice Burns and 
Sophia Castillo hustled up and 
down the field, while Ariana 
Hunter played good defense.
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Continued from page 20
top of the seventh, West Hav-
en watched as Guilford scored 
in the bott om of the inning for 
a 7-6 victory at Guilford High 
School.

Trailing 6-3, the Westies (6-
6) rallied for three runs in the 
seventh. Cruz, Padilla, and 
Supan started the rally with 
one-out singles, before Gilbert 
singled to left to score Cruz to 
get within 6-4.

Scanlon then grounded into 
a fi elder’s choice to score Pa-
dilla, before Madera reached 
on an error with two outs to 
score Supan with the tying 
run. 

The Grizzlies wasted no 
time in the bott om of the in-
ning as a West Haven error, a 
single and an intentional walk 
loaded the bases, before Guil-
ford got the game-winning hit.

The rally came after West 
Haven trailed 5-0 after three 
innings and chipped away to 
get within striking distance.

The West Haven softball 
team lost its fourth straight 
contest with a 4-1 home de-
feat against Cheshire. With the 
loss, West Haven fell to 2-6 on 
the season.

Mia Rubirosa pitched a 
complete game, allowing 
three earned runs, while strik-
ing out fi ve and walking four. 
The Westies had just one hit in 
the game off  the bat of Holly 
Waibel.

West Haven suff ered its fi fth 
straight defeat and fell to 2-7 
on the year with an 11-2 loss at 
Jonathan Law.

West Haven was held to just 
six hits in the game, with two 
coming off  the bat of Rubiro-
sa. Taylor Alfano, McDonnell, 
Gallo, and Wynus each had 
one hit in the contest. 

West Haven snapped its 
fi ve-game losing streak with a 
12-7 victory over East Haven. 
The road victory allowed the 
Westies to improve to 3-7 on 
the year.

Alfano and Gallo led the 
West Haven off ense with three 
hits apiece, Rubirosa, Waibel, 
and McDonnell each had two 
hits, while Waibel and Wynus 
each drove in three runs. Ru-
birosa, Alfano, McDonnell, 
and Aniah Glover each scored 
twice in the win.

West Haven fell to 3-8 with 
an 11-5 loss at North Haven. 
Despite four hits from Wynus 
and 14 total hits, the Westies 
could not match the off ense of 
North Haven.

The Westies got back on the 
winning track with a 20-11 
victory at Shelton. With the 
victory, West Haven moved to 
4-8 on the year.

Alfano picked up the win 
in the pitching circle, and she 
was a force at the plate with 
four hits, four runs batt ed in, 
and four runs scored. Wynus 
had three hits, six runs batt ed 

in, and two runs scored, while 
McDonnell had three hits and 
scored twice.

Waibel had two hits, drove 
in a pair, and scored three 
runs, while Rubirosa scored 
three runs, and Glover, Davey, 
and Hoey each scored twice. 

West Haven improved to 
5-8 with a 17-0 victory at Hill-
house. The Westies scored 10 
runs in the fi rst inning and 
never looked back in the vic-
tory.

Rubirosa led the off ense 
with two hits, four runs bat-
ted in, and three runs scored. 
Glover had two hits, scored 
three times, and drove in a 
run, and Arianna Herazo 
drove in two runs and scored 
three times. 

The West Haven boys la-
crosse team fell to 1-4 with a 
6-2 loss at Hamden. Marcus 
Burrows scored both West Ha-
ven goals and T.J. Levenduski 
made 17 saves in defeat.

With the game scoreless at 
the half, Burrows scored off  an 
assist from Jason Alling with 
5:31 remaining in the third 
quarter. Burrows scored the fi -
nal West Haven goal with 3:33 
left in the fourth quarter. 

Hamden held a 31-18 shot 
advantage in the game.

They fell to 1-5 with an 18-4 
loss at North Haven. Burrows 
and A.J. Iannott i each had a 
pair of goals in the loss for the 
Westies. 

North Haven held a 48-10 
shot advantage in the game 
with Ben Pizzano scoring 
eight goals and adding four 
assists.

West Haven improved to 2-5 
with a 13-8 victory over Mont-
ville at Ken Strong Stadium.

Burrows led the way for 
the Westies with seven goals 
and one assist, Porto had two 
goals and one assist, Yousaf 
Ullah added a goal and two 
assists, while Brandon Doody, 
Jason Alling and Iannott i also 
scored. Levenduski made 19         
saves in the win, while Cole 
Hill had eight faceoff  wins.  

West Haven fell to 2-6 
with a tough 7-6 loss against 
Branford at home.

The Westies had a 32-30 
shot advantage in the game, 
but Branford scored a late 
goal to take home the win. 

The West Haven boys 
tennis team won its fi fth 
match in a row with a 5-2 

decision over Foran at West 
Haven High Monday after-
noon. With the victory, West 
Haven improved to 5-1 on the 
year. 

In singles action, top-seeded 
Miguel Torres defeated Ryan 
Purviance, 6-3, 6-0, second-
seeded Brandon Sihaphong 
won over Arush Puri 6-0, 3-6, 
6-1, while Foran won the fi nal 
two singles spots. Third-seed-
ed Tristan Adorno defeated 
West Haven’s Eshwar Balaku-
mar, 6-3, 2-6, 4-6, and fourth-
seeded Oscar Lin topped West 
Haven’s Johnny Chen, 2-6, 7-6, 
6-2.

In doubles action, West Hav-
en’s top seed of Ali Hamza and 
David Guadarrama defeated 
Patrick Butler and Karthikeya 
Lakaji, 6-0, 6-3, second-seeded 
Woobin Kim and Caden Ma-
teo defeated Liam Banick and 
Deven Dai, 6-1, 6-3, and third-
seeded Daniel Davis and Jor-
dan Smith topped Elijah Ari-
nas and Billy Tumendemberel, 
6-0, 6-2.

The winning streak has 
reached six matches for West 
Haven. The Westies extended 
the streak with 7-0 victory over 
Career in New Haven and im-
proved to 6-1 on the year. 

In singles play, top-seeded 
Torres posted a victory, while 
second-seeded Sihaphong also 
did the same. Third-seeded 
Balakumar defeated Christian 
Santiago, 6-0, 6-0 and fourth-
seeded Chen topped Abraham 
Perez, 6-0, 6-0.

In doubles action, top-seed-
ed Javon Huang and Caden 
Mateo, second-seeded Gua-
darrama and Hamza, and 
third-seeded Davis and Smith 
all posted victories.

West Haven saw its six-
match winning streak come to 
an end with a 5-2 loss against 
cross-town rival Notre Dame 
at West Haven. With the loss, 
West Haven fell to 6-2 on the 
year.

In singles action, Notre 
Dame’s top seed Mike Lora-
zett i defeated Torre,s 6-0, 6-0, 
second-seeded Sihaphong 
of West Haven topped Reed 
Nanmonn, 6-2, 6-1, Notre 
Dame’s third seed Reamon 
Cueis defeated Balakumar, 
6-4, 2-6, 10-6, and West Hav-
en’s fourth seed Chen topped 
Stephen Torres ,6-0, 6-0.

The Green Knights won all 
doubles matches. 

West Haven got back on the 
winning track with a 5-2 de-
feat of Wilbur Cross at home. 
With the victory, the Westies 
improved to 7-2 on the season.

In singles action, top-seeded 
Torres defeated JJ O’garro, 6-3, 
6-1, Second-seeded Sihaphong 
topped Adam Sharqaw,r 
6-0, 6-0, third-seeded Julian 
Theodore from Wilbur Cross 
topped West Haven’s Balaku-
mar, 6-3, 6-1, and West Ha-
ven’s fourth seed Chen defeat-
ed Adrian Sampedro 6-1, 6-0.

In doubles play, top-seeded 
Alki Hussain and Kurt Boone 
of Cross topped West Haven’s 
Huang and Mateo, 6-4, 6-2.  
Second-seeded Guadarrama 
and Hamza defeated Meet Pa-
tel and Vikrom Dalal, 6-3, 6-1, 
and third-seeded Davis and 
Smith topped Ahilya Singh 
and Jenna Singh, 6-2, 5-7, 12-
10.

West Haven fell to 7-3 with a 
7-0 loss at Xavier Wednesday 
afternoon. 

West Haven got back on the 
winning side with a 4-3 vic-
tory over Shelton Thursday af-
ternoon at West Haven High. 
With the victory, West Haven 
improved to 8-3 on the year. 

In singles action, top-seeded 
Torres defeated Chase Graber, 
6-3, 6-3, second-seeded Siha-
phong topped Jack Parkes, 6-1, 
7-6, and third-seeded Balaku-
mar defeated Adam Klein, 6-3, 
6-4.  Shelton’s fourth seed Ni-
kil Dagar defeated West Ha-
ven’s Chen, 4-6, 6-2, 7-6.

In doubles play, Shelton’s 
top seed of J.P. Kocot and So-
ham Agrwal defeated West 
Haven’s Huang and Mateo, 
7-5, 6-4. West Haven won the 
second seed as Guadarrama 
and Hamza topped Kevin 
Foley and Krishiv Patel, 6-0, 
6-1, while Shelton’s third seed 
of Johnathan Ryder and Prime 
Minister Shah defeated Davis 
and Smith, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2.

For all your West Haven 
sporting news throughout the 
year, including game articles 
by Mike Madera, highlights, 
photos and more, visit www.
westieblue.com.

Westies: Tennis team hits bump, rebounds
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Answers
to this week’s

puzzles

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which of the Great Lakes 
is smallest in surface area?
2. TELEVISION: Which sitcom has the 
theme song, “Where Everybody Knows 
Your Name”?
3. ANATOMY: Which part of the human 
body is involved with ACL surgery?
4. GAMES: What is the victim’s name in the 
U.S. version of the board game “Clue”?
5. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is the 
world’s largest species of frog?
6. SCIENCE: What do isobars indicate?
7. LITERATURE: In the novel “Don Quix-
ote,” who is the human companion to the 

title character?
8. MOVIES: In which movie did actor Bill 
Murray live the same day over and over?
9. THEATER: Who is believed to be the 
fi rst actor in a Greek drama?
10. MUSIC: What is the name of Beyonce’s 
2024 country album?

Answers
1. Lake Ontario.
2. “Cheers.”
3. Th e knee.
4. Mr. Boddy.
5. Goliath frog.
6. Atmospheric pressure.
7. Sancho Panza.
8. “Groundhog Day.”
9. Th espis, 6th-century poet
10. “Cowboy Carter.”
(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon? Call Phyl-

lis Franco,
(203) 932-9367.
And I will drop off a brochure. 

Over 30 years’ experience.
Friendly Service.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums 

Commercial space available 
In this professional building. 
Desk/Space from $295/month. 
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-
street parking, Use of pent-
house meet- ing room, janito-
rial services.Call us for an inter-
view. (203) 932-6455 Fran x 301

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 

repairs, tree work, hedge- trim-
ming, power washing, Insured.  
Free  estimates.  Call

(475) 238-2199.

PLUMBING PROBLEMS???
Leaky pipes, Leaky Faucets, 

Leaky Showers, RunningToilet, 
Drain Cleaning, Leaky Hot Wa-
ter Heater, Gardbage Dispos-
als, Dry- er/Washers, Laundry 
Lines, Dish- washer Lines, Gas 

Stoves, FULL PLUMBING RE-
PAIR SERVICES,

(203) 584-6868.

SEEKING NEW STUDENTS
Grammy-nominated musi-

cian/ piano teacher Judy Pan-
coast now ac- cepting new stu-
dents to start in Sep- tember 
in West Haven. All ages. Email 
mamanook@comcast.net for 
all the details.

HOUSECLEANING
Housecleaner wanted -- 5 

hrs./day, 3 days/week, $16/hr. 
Two minutes from bus stop. 
Call 203-627-5840

KITTENS FOR ADOPTION
Call 203-627-5840.

West Haven Elk’s Lodge 
Hall Rentals 

150 person capacity. 
Low Prices. 

Bar and Kitchen 
facilities available. 

Great for all functions.
 Free Parking. 

203-671-4322 / 203-933-1537 

FOR SALE
Looking for good 
homes! Savin Rock 
Amusement Park. 
Many framed pho- tos, 
Old Savin Rock and Co-
ney Island Post Cards. 
Private showing.

(203) 988 7883

J’s Lawn Service 
Accepting new clients/custom- 
ers for summer lawn care. Also, 
spring cleanup and lawn prepa- 
ration. For estimates call (203) 
435-3319. Veterans and senior 
discounts available.

MTS GARAGE DOOR
Quality Installations and Sales 
Free Estimates

203-544-3642
Email Mtsdoorct@gmail.com.

PIANO LESSONS
 BY COMPUTER

Since 1992, in your home
when we can.

 Beginners welcome,
reasonable rates.

Details, References.
In West Haven: 203-479-4467

Art Painting Instruc-
tion

Acrylics or oils $30 for a 3 
hour session in West Haven

Call Edith at 203 232 4384 edi- 
threynolds.com.

West Haven Voice
Classifieds

Work for You!

West Haven Voice
Classifieds

Work for You!
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Join us  
Wednesday 

May 15th, 2024  
6PM-10PM 

Cielo Banquet Hall 
85 Chase Lane  
West Haven CT 
$50 per person 

Includes buffet dinner  
Coffee/Dessert  

Cash Bar 
Raffles and 50/50 

For Tickets Contact: 
 Michael Luzzi  
  203-671-9415      

   Paul Frosolone  
       203-887-6089 

 

 

Greater New Haven Italian-American Heritage Committee 

22024 KICKOFF DINNER 

 

GGrand Marshal: 
MMark Consorte 

LLaura Luzzi Recipient: 
CCelia Pinzi 

Shore Haven Jr. Baseball 
is accepting scholarship ap-
plicants from June 2024 high 
school seniors pursuing fur-
ther education.  The league 
will be awarding three schol-
arships in the amount of $300 
each in honor of Dave Terese, 
Sr., Mario J. Argentino plus 
the Joseph Morrell Sr. scholar-
ship. All applicants must have 
participated in the league for 
two years.

Applications must be re-
turned by May 31, to Charles 
Gunning, 125 Central Avenue, 
West Haven, Ct 06516.  More 
information can be obtained 
from area high school guid-
ance offi  ces or by calling (203) 
934-9740.

Shore Haven 
scholarships
applications

The 15 municipalities in 
south-central Connecticut, 
with the help of the South 
Central Regional Council of 
Governments, are prepar-
ing an update to the region’s 
Multi-Jurisdiction Hazard 
Mitigation Plan. 

The plan names natural 
hazards and their potential 
impacts to each community, 
including West Haven. It then 
identifi es activities each com-
munity may take to mitigate 
identifi ed risks. 

The plan makes each city 
and town eligible for Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency pre-disaster funding. 
The grant money may be used 
for projects that mitigate risk 
to vulnerable residents, build 
resilient infrastructure and 
transit systems, and protect 
the natural environment. 

For more information, read 
the full SCRCOG news release 
on the city website at htt ps://
www.cityofwesthaven.com/. 

COG plan update
available online

Photos by Todd Dandelske

Doing
the job!

Left -- Natalie Gallo deals 
from the circle in the Westies’ 
win versus Hillhouse. Right 
-- Goaltender Amber Militra-
no looks to move the ball up 
the fi eld against Sacred Heart 
Academy.  See page 20 for 
more details.
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Photo courtesy of Michael O’Brien
The West Haven Rotary Club recently had its annual Scholar-Athlete awards 

presented at West Haven High School. The award winners posed for the “class 
pictures.  This is the 42nd year of the event, honoring those city athletes who 
have  excelled on the field and in the classroom.

Rotary honors city’s scholar-athletes
The 42nd Annual Rotary Club of 

West Haven Scholar-Athlete Recogni-
tion Ceremony took place Wednes-
day, April 24, in the West Haven High 
School Auditorium.

In total, 70 students were recognized 
as scholar-athletes. To be selected for 
the award, a student must be a mem-
ber of the junior class, maintain a 3.4 
grade point average, and participate 
on a varsity team in one or more sports.

In addition to the scholar-athlete 
awards, Olivia McDonnell (softball) 
was honored with the Robert “Bob” 

Greenwood “Service Above Self” 
Award and Jason Alling (boys la-
crosse) received the Vincent “Vin” Di-
Lauro “Passion” Award. Both awards 
are presented annually to a senior ath-
lete at WHHS.

Recipients of the Robert “Bob” 
Greenwood “Service Above Self” 
Award emulate the best of Bob Green-
wood, who had a lifelong love of 
sports, the West Haven community, 
and WHHS. 

In addition to the student’s athletic 
contributions, recipients are also dedi-

cated volunteers who are devoted to 
giving back to their schools and com-
munity. Above all, they are kind and 
compassionate individuals who al-
ways give their best to make the world 
a bett er place for others.

Recipients of the Vincent “Vin” Di-
Lauro “Passion” Award emulate the 
spirit of Vin DiLauro, the eternal opti-
mist who enjoyed and appreciated ev-
ery moment of life. 

While the passion of the student 
award-winner may be demonstrated 
in their athletic contributions, it must 

also be found in their unwavering 
commitment to their school and the 
greater community.

Carrie Malangone, the President of 
the Rotary Club of West Haven, served 
as the Mistress of Ceremonies. Students 
Sarah Davey and Zoe Powell recited 
the Pledge of Allegiance and sang the 
National Anthem, respectively, while 
Steven R. Mullins read the Invocation. 
Co-Athletic Director Mike Anquillare 
presented the awards, and Mark Con-
sorte, a history teacher at WHHS, was 
selected as the guest speaker.
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Anthony Iannott i passes the ball in the Westies game vs 
Branford.

Westie nine on a roll
Looking to get back on the 

winning track, the West Ha-
ven baseball team had the 
right recipe. The Westies had 
jumped out to an early lead 
with their ace on the mound.

Despite a solid pitching per-
formance from Chase Supan, 
Law scored twice in each of 
the fi fth and sixth innings to 
top West Haven, 5-2, at Jona-
than Law.

The Westies tried to rally 
in the seventh, loading the 
bases with one out as Madera 
reached on an error to start the 
inning, Jones hit a one-out sin-
gle, and Supan singled to load 
the bases. West Haven could 
not get the clutch hit as a fl y 
out and a ground out ended 
the contest. 

Jones and Supan led West 
Haven with two hits apiece in 
the loss.

West Haven got back on the 
winning track with a 10-2 vic-
tory over Hillhouse/Career 
Friday afternoon at Bowen 
Field in New Haven. 

Hume picked up the vic-
tory, allowing four hits and 
two earned runs, while walk-

ing one and striking out eight 
in six innings of work. 

Off ensively, West Haven 
had 12 hits and took advan-
tage of fi ve Hillhouse errors. 
Jose Padilla led the way with 
three hits, two runs scored, 
and a run batt ed in, Jones 
and Hume each had a pair of 
hits, Price, Supan, Gilbert and 
Madera each added a hit and 
scored a run, with Price driv-
ing in a pair and Supan, Gil-
bert, and Madera knocking in 
one apiece.

West Haven won its second 
game in a row and improved 
to 4-5 with a 6-1 victory over 
Jonathan Law at Piurek Field. 

Hudson Axelrod picked up 
the win for West Haven as 
he tossed a complete game, 
allowing three hits and one 
earned run, while walking 
three and striking out four. 
Axelrod also had a solid day 
at the plate with two hits and 
two runs batt ed in. 

Cruz had one hit for the 
Westies and drove in a pair, 
while Madera had one hit, 
walked twice, and scored two 
runs.

The winning streak for West 
Haven reached three games. 
Behind solid pitching from Su-
pan, and timely hitt ing, West 
Haven defeated Foran, 8-0, at 
Foran High. 

Jones, Cruz, Padilla, and 
Gilbert each had two hits in 
the game. Cruz and Padilla 
each drove in a pair. 

The winning streak reached 
four games. Behind two hits, 
two runs batt ed in, and three 
runs scored by Padilla, West 
Haven pounded 10 hits on 
its way to a 12-2 victory over 
Hamden in a game stopped af-
ter fi ve innings due to the mer-
cy rule at Piurek Field in West 
Haven Wednesday afternoon.

Jones and Supan also had a 
pair of hits, with Supan driv-
ing in four runs and Cruz scor-
ing three times.

Hume picked up the save in 
relief for winning pitcher Hay-
gen Axelrod. Hume allowed 
two hits and no runs in two in-
nings of work. 

The winning streak came to 
an end. After rallying to tie the 
game with three runs in the 

See Westies, page 17


