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Photos by Michael O’Brien‘Topping Off’
On Thursday, May 23, the West Haven Public School District celebrated a “Topping Off ” 

Ceremony for the new Washington Elementary School, in which a beam signed by Wash-
ington students, staff , and others, was placed to celebrate the completion of the building’s 
exterior steel structure.

Prior to the placement of the new beam, guests signed it upon their arrival. Among those 
in att endance were Superintendent Neil C. Cavallaro, Washington Principal Alicia Limos-
ani, Board of Education members Bob Guthrie, Kim Kenny, Patricia Libero and Rosa Rich-
ardson, former Mayor Nancy Rossi, current Mayor Dorinda Borer, and more.

After everyone signed the beam, Superintendent Cavallaro addressed the crowd of 
roughly 20 people with a few remarks. The beam was then lifted by members of the Gil-
bane Building Company and placed parallel to Brown Street.

Beach Street
project gets
gala opening

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
With more than 100 people looking on, Mayor Dorinda Borer 

cut a “Westie blue” ribbon suspended across Beach Street on 
Friday evening to mark the grand reopening of the shoreline 
road after a yearlong state-bonded road-raising project.

A half-hour before the ribbon-cutt ing, a slate of speakers, in-
cluding Borer, Gov. Ned Lamont’s chief of staff , Jonathan Dach, 
and members of the Sandy Point Neighborhood Association, 
commemorated the occasion at the Sandy Point Beach & Bird 
Sanctuary near Second Avenue with testimonials praising the 
many people who helped bring the years-in-the-making project 
to fruition.

In her opening remarks, Borer told those gathered that the 
road raising spanned three administrations and thanked former 
Mayors Nancy R. Rossi and Edward M. O’Brien for helping to 
shepherd the project. Borer also thanked the city’s state and fed-
eral delegations for securing the funding.

“In addition to coastal resiliency, building a beautiful corri-
dor, we also took the opportunity with the funding to build a 
platform that not only provides vehicle safety but pedestrian 
safety, cycling safety as well,” said Borer, who was joined by 
West Haven state representatives, City Council members and 
other city leaders, along with Board of Education, police and 
fi re offi  cials.

Borer continued: “We’ve added speed humps, signs, widened 
the bike lane, and put in aesthetics to make the project some-
thing that those from around the state would want to visit.

“Today we’re standing in a section that we can all be very, 
very proud of. And in West Haven, we are a very proud com-
munity. I want to take the opportunity to thank all the residents 
for your patience during this project, and I know that all good 
things come to those who wait.”

Deputy Chief William S. Johnson IV of the West Haven Fire 
Department followed by speaking about the hazards fi rst re-
sponders faced on Beach Street during Tropical Storm Irene in 
August 2011 and Superstorm Sandy in October 2012.

Councilwoman Michelle Colett i, D-2, a co-founder of the non-
profi t Sandy Point association who served as its inaugural presi-
dent in 2021-23, talked about her positive working relationship 
with the city to solve the neighborhood’s coastal 

challenges and improve its quality of life.
Councilwoman Meli Garthwait, R-at large, who like Colett i

See Beach Street, page 21
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On this Date

Ava Rose Latt y, age 5, a student at the West Haven Child De-
velopment Center, Inc., is predicting sunny weather.

1984 -- The video game Tet-
ris is published. Russian com-
puter engineer, Alexey Pajit-
nov, created the puzzle game. 
With over 100 million copies 
sold, it is one of the most suc-
cessful video games in history.

1982 -- Israeli forces invade 
Lebanon. The 1982 Lebanon 
War was triggered by the at-
tack on Israeli ambassador, 
Shlomo Argov, in London on 
June 3. Thousands of civilians 
died during the war, which 
lasted three years.

1946 -- The National 
Basketball Association 
(NBA) is founded. The NBA, 
which comprises teams in the 
United States and Canada, is 
considered the world’s pre-
mier men’s professional bas-
ketball league.

1944 -- On D-Day, 160,000 
Allied soldiers land in Nor-
mandy, France. 

The World War II invasion 
of Normandy established a 
new major front against the 
Germans in the west and 
helped Soviet forces facing the 
bulk of German troops in the 
east. Germany capitulated on 
May 7, 1945.

1930 -- Frozen food is sold 
in retail stores for the fi rst 
time. 18 stores in Springfi eld, 
Massachusett s took part in a 
trial to test consumer accep-
tance. Clarence Birdseye is 
considered to be the father of 
the frozen food industry.

 The city is seeking craft,farm 
and food truck vendors to 
participate in the Tony Inzero 
Farmers Market, which will 
open its 2024 season July 6 
next to the Oak Street Beach 
parking lot off Captain 
Thomas Boulevard.

The market, nestled on the 
right side of the beach lot, 
will include state farmers 
selling homegrown fruits and 
vegetables and crafters selling 
homemade wares from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. every Thursday and 
Saturday through Oct. 12.

It will also include food 
trucks.To participate in the 
semiweekly market, download 
an application at https://
www.cityofwesthaven.com/
DocumentCenter/View/6196/
Farmers-Market-Application-
2024-PDF.

Applications are also 
available for pickup in the 
mayor’s office at City Hall, 355 
Main St., where they are due 
June 17.

Completed applications 
must be emailed to Tracie 
Slater, the market’s manager, 
at tslater@westhaven-ct.gov or 
faxed to (203) 937-3705.

For more information, call 
Slater at (203) 937-3510.

Farmers Market
vendors sought
for new season 
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CONGRATS,  
CLASS OF 2024!
 

The University of New Haven proudly  
hosted four commencement ceremonies  
while conferring 3,500 degrees and  
welcoming more than 12,000 guests  
to campus over three days in May.

A Partner in the Community

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX
 
State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

2001865

Combine and get in 
on the surprise.

Here’s the deal, our Home and Auto rates are already great. But when 
you combine with State Farm®, you can save even more. Call me to 
discover your surprisingly great rates on Home and Auto today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516
Bus: 203-932-0591

Annual parade honors city’s fallen heroes

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Grand Marshal Gerald “Jerry” Caff erty steers West Haven’s Memorial Day parade up Camp-
bell Avenue on Monday morning while riding shotgun in a black Mustang driven by city resi-
dent Kevin Gardner. Caff erty, a decorated Army veteran, served in the Vietnam War in 1970-71. 

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Grand Marshal Gerald “Jer-

ry” Caff erty steered West Ha-
ven’s Memorial Day parade 
Monday morning while riding 
shotgun in a black Mustang 
driven by city resident Kevin 
Gardner.

Caff erty, a decorated Army 
veteran who served in the 
Vietnam War in 1970-71, led 
the more than 40-unit proces-
sion of veterans, bands and 
dignitaries, including Mayor 
Dorinda Borer and state At-
torney General William Tong, 
along Campbell Avenue de-
spite damp condition.

Caff erty, 75, was tapped 
by the West Haven Veterans 

Council, which helps the city 
organize the parade, for his 
years of service to the military, 
his fellow vets and his com-
munity.

The 90-minute event, in 
memory of the deceased 
members of the U.S. armed 
forces of all wars, is the oldest 
parade of its kind in southern 
Connecticut.

The parade featured the 
Connecticut Army National 
Guard’s 102nd Army Band, 
the New Haven County Fire-
fi ghters Emerald Society Pipes 
& Drums, the East Rock Brass 
Band, the West Haven High 
School Band and the Harry M. 
Bailey Middle School Band.

In addition to veterans 

groups, the procession show-
cased the traditional contin-
gent of youth organizations 
and sports leagues, dance and 
Scout troupes, fraternal orga-
nizations and service clubs, 
local and state leaders, police 
offi  cers and fi refi ghters.

It included cheerleaders 
from the West Haven Se-
ahawks, a fl eet of Jeeps from 
the Connecticut Beach Cruis-
ers, and members of the West 
Haven High cheerleading and 
dance teams.

After the parade, a wreath-
laying ceremony was held at 
the World War I Armistice Me-
morial on the Green.

The wreath was laid by Vet-
erans Council Vice President 

Al Beck Sr. and Treasurer 
Steve Carney as veterans, in-
cluding Caff erty, saluted. Re-
tired West Shore fi re Lt. Kevin 
McKeon followed by playing 
taps.

Rick Spreyer, the mayor’s 
chief of staff , served as the 
master of ceremonies, and the 
West Haven High School Band 

performed patriotic renditions 
of “The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” and “America the Beauti-
ful.”

Borer delivered remarks 
lauding America’s war veter-
ans who made the supreme 
sacrifi ce. West Haven Viet-
nam Veterans member Mark 
Levine also spoke.
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Howdy do, sweets. It’s been 
a while since we communicat-
ed so there is plenty of stuff  to 
report. Of course, before that, 
here we are in June already. It 
seems like we were just shov-
eling the last of the snow off  
the veranda, and here we are 
sett ing up the lawn chairs. 
Tempus does in fact fugit…
especially when you’re as long 
in the tooth as we two are, no?

Here in the Asylum by the 
Sea things are starting to heat 
up for the summer. There’s 
plenty of stuff  happening, and 
everyone is anticipating the 
warmer weather. As of this 
writing, however, the chill in 
the air doesn’t wanna go away 
jest yet, and that rainy pat-
tern we were in since last year 
seems to be continuin’. 

And it’s time for Cobina’s 
Law to be reiterated as itt iz 
every year: The skimpiness of 
one’s bathing att ire seems to 
be in direct proportion to the 
girthiness of said wearer.

Some people git off ended 
when I bring up this annual 
dictum, but I’ve never seen it 
to fail. More substantial peo-
ple seem to wear less substan-
tial bathing suits.

We’ve had some warm 
days, and even some thunder-
storms, but then we git back to 
50-something degree weather 
and a chilly wind. Watch, it’ll 
be hot and humid for quite the 
while and all of a sudden.

The biggest news in these 
parts is that after soooo many 
months of waiting, Beach 
Street fi nally reopened last 
week about two months af-
ter it was planned. The afore-
mentioned rainy weather was 
the offi  cial cause of the delays 
with puddles and setch hold-
ing up the progress. 

There was some hope the 
road would be open for the 
Memorial Day holiday, but 
that didn’t happen. The big 
event happened the last day of 
May with the usual fanfare.

Sammy Bluejay was in 
t’other afternoon, and the 
developers over there at the 
corner of Beach and Morse 
Avenue are happy things can 
fi nally progress with the new 
restaurant they plan. And 
from whot Sammy was able to 
ascertain, the delay has caused 
some changes in the plan, but 
he seemed to hear that they 
were changes for the bett er.

Now, you and I know that 
development plans never fi n-
ish the way they were pro-
posed. There are always revi-
sions and alterations, but we 
hear the new alterations will 
present more amenities than 
originally proposed and will 
be quite something. We shall 
see. 

We do know the developers 
are chomping at the bit to git 
started, and had to wait until 
the roadway was open before 

they could start any kind of 
construction. Sometimes de-
velopments are like the army: 
Hurry up and wait.

~~~
I mentioned it the last time, but 

it seems that Rock Street is now 
completely shutdown with no 
traffi  c in or out for the foreseeable 
future. The offi  cial line is there is 
a sinkhole developing over there 
– not the foist time that has hap-
pened in that stretch (the last on 
Capt. Kangaroo Boulevard a few 
years back). So, until they can git 
to it, the street was cordoned off  
with sawhorses and now with a 
swinging gate, jest to make sure.

Those who wanna patronize 
Jimmies haft use the entrance/
exit to the auxiliary parking lot, 
and either park there or wend 
their way to the main lot. But, the 
question before the house is how 
this is gonna aff ect the NEBCO 
development in thee old Savin 
Rock Conference Center? 

That project has had its own 
set of setbacks over the two years 
since it was originally approved, 
and is still in litigation with Jim-
mies. This is probably a minor 
problem compared to the slow 
turn of the justice system, but 
another headache we are sure for 
both the city and the developer. 
Things jest never go as planned.

~~~
We might as well make this 

report complete with a troika 
of issues regarding develop-
ments and developers. Here 

we are turning the page on 
another month and what in 
blazes is happening on the 
former “Haven” site is still a 
mystery. It’s been more than 
three months since the fi nal 
buildings were down, and 
Mother Nature has taken over 
the land, greening it up with 
fl ora, but no word as to what 
is happening, or eff en anyone 
is interested in buying all or 
part of the site.

There was some talk of a sin-
gle buyer way back a year or 
so ago, when the demolition 
foist started, but nothing has 
been heard since. Herroner 
has been in discussions with 
the Haven Group, the NYC 
bunch that fi rst had the idea to 
put a high-end mall on the site 
(since nixed). 

But they are playing their 
cards close to the vest, and, 
truth be told, treating the city 
like the provinces, lett ing 
things out only when they 
think it is time to discuss. The 
only good thing is they are 
paying taxes on the land, and 
that is at least a small comfort. 

We jest hope it ain’t another 
ten years before we fi nd out 
what is planned for the site. 
Remember, in one iteration or 
t’other this thing has been go-
ing on since 1997 (when foist 
announced as the Water Street 
Project) and ten years since the 
“Haven” was announced. And 
so it goes….

~~~
The Wag called t’other day and 

had a question that has been on 
the minds of several of us in the 
last litt le while: when did traffi  c 
laws become optional? The second 
question is: are the constabulary 
membership aware of the blatant 
way people are ignoring the law?

Running stop signs, passing 
on double lines, weaving in and 
out of traffi  c, red lights seen as 
optional, you name it, we’ve all 
seen it. People seem in a rush to 
go nowhere. Cobina happened to 
be traversing the state thruway 
earlier this month and going with 
the fl ow, but there are yahoos who 
insist on going 100 miles an hour 
and weaving between cars. They 
won’t hurt themselves if they git 
into an accident, but others will 
be hurt, that’s certain.

It jest seems like with every-
thing else, there are people who 
jest won’t follow the rules, and 
they git away with it more and 
more. Maybe with the summer 
coming around, and the con-
stabulary being a bit more visible 
things will change, but we won’t 
hold our collective breath.

~~~
The school year is jest about 

over and graduations and 
promotions to the next grade 
will be taking place as they 
have been since forever. The 
big news is that Washington 
School had its “topping off ” 
ceremony, something you can 
see in these pages. 

Of course, it was the means 

of a photo op for the local dig-
nitaries, and meant that the fi -
nal steel girders were put into 
place.

Nelly Nuthatch sez that the 
word about the burg is that 
the new building is running 
at or ahead of schedule and 
is – at the current rate – gonna 
be fi nished next May, jest like 
planned. 

The current students are 
housed in the Molloy School 
Building on Meloy Road 
(yeah, that’s right), and then 
will be transferred over when 
things are completed.

A projeck that fi nishes on 
time…not something normal 
in these parts, that’s for sure.

~~~
Iva Lootey stopped by to tell 

me that things were quiet with 
the fi re districk elections and they 
lacked all the drama that once 
upon a time was part and parcel 
of the annual event. Things wen 
off  without a hitch, and things got 
back to normal.

Iva was reminiscing about the 
old days when Consolidation of 
the departments was a big isshew, 
and budgets were always the sub-
ject of a referendum in the early 
parts of May. That has not been 
the case for some time. In fack, the 
districk elections used to be proxy 
wars betwixt the various factions 
of the Democratic Party for the 
most part. 

Whether it was Roper v. Allen 
v. Johnson, or Morrissey v. Borer 
v. Picard in more recent times. 
The entire exercise was a prelude 
to what type of war was gonna 
happen in the party. Those days 
seem to be gone. Things are still 
factionalized but they seem to be 
more under the radar than before.

The last real blowup was the 
fi ve-year move toward Alling-
town deciding to give up its spe-
cial taxation districk status and 
becoming part of a new depart-
ment under the city. That was 
done after the charter revision 
about a dozen years ago, that fi -
nally allowed the city to git in-
volved with fi re districks at all. It 
was verboten up to that time.

Now it is done, and Alling-
town residents that clamored 
for city involvement are now (at 
least some of them) having buy-
er’s remorse. They don’t have the 
input they once had, and the dis-
trick commission is jest a rubber 
stamp.

Meanwhile, the topic of con-
solidation, while brought up by 
MARB every so often, is a dead 
lett er. 

It’s gonna take a major event 
for this issue to come off  the back 
burner, and most people don’t 
see that happening anytime soon. 
With the relative calm that the 
recent budget/fi re commission cy-
cles show, the days of proxy wars 
might be over for good. 

With that bit o’ chatt er, I’ll 
close this time till next, mitt  luff  
und kizzez

Dear Felicia

Cobina
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Dear Eleanore Turkington:
What is being done about all 

of the out-of-state registered 
vehicles of people living in 
West Haven? A lot of tax 
dollars being lost!!

BG
Dear BG:

I contacted West Haven’s 
Assessor, Ann Marie Gradoia 
CCMA, who promptly 
responded to your questions 
with, “Thank you for your 
inquiry. Addressing out-of-
state registered vehicles is a 
priority for both the mayor 
and me.

In March, the Mayor and I 
met with a company to discuss 
the process and pricing for 
identifying these vehicles.

With the recent approval of 
the mayor’s budget by MARB, 
we have issued an RFP to hire 
a company to identify vehicles 
that are not properly registred 
in West Haven. We plan to 
start this project sometime this 
summer.

Thank you again for your 
interest. 

Ann Marie Gradoia
Dear Eleanore Turkingtoon,

I am contacting you because 
of numerous potholes on my 
street. I have called Public 
Works and they keep saying 
they will have someone come 
ouut and look at them. They 
are on the corner of Rangely 
Street and Enright. These 
holes need to be fi lled. The 
erosion is also in the gutt ers 

and the curbing is also broken 
up. This street hasn’t been 
paved in years.

Fed Up
Dear Fed Up:

I notifi ed two Council 
people in your district and 
Dawn Callahan, 6th District, 
suggested you contact Public 
Works, with whom you have 
had no success. However you 
can try Public Works again at 
sandella@westhaven-ct.gov 
and komfort@westhaven-ct.
gov this way your name will 
be on record twice for your 
complaint. Please get back 
to me if you don’t see your 
complaint completed.

Gripe Vine Readers: I 
have received a number of 
complaints from residents 
in the Ocean Avenue (Beach 
area) of illegitimate parking 
on side streets with clearly 
marked signs prohibiting 
beach parking on residential 
streets. Gripe Vine has notifi ed 

Council representatives in 
this area of these occurrences. 
Watch Gripe Vine for results 
of these complaints.

Coming up..Overhanging 
city tree limbs on 

Meadowbrook Road.. and 
fencing gripe between 
neighbors and much more

~~~
You can send your gripes, 

comments and issues to 

gripevineatwh@yahoo.com 
or you can fi ll out the coupon 
near my Gripe Vine column 
and mail if to Gripe Vine c/o 
West Haven Voice 840 Boston 
Post Road, West Haven 06516

ELEANORE TURKINGTON

Residents who own dogs at least 6 months old must renew 
their licenses from June 1-30 or face a $1 monthly fi ne, City 
Clerk John W. Lewis said.

State law requires dog owners to submit a current rabies vac-
cination certifi cate when applying for the new dog tags. Ex-
pired certifi cates are not accepted.

The fee for the two licenses, which are available in the city 
clerk’s offi  ce at City Hall, 355 Main St., is $8 for neutered or 
spayed dogs and $19 for other dogs.

Residents can also send vaccination records and checks in 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope to the Offi  ce of the City 
Clerk, P.O. Box 526, West Haven 06516.

Dog license renewals are also available online: htt ps://
searchiqs.com/iqsdogrenewal/?CC=CTWHA.

Dog license renewals due in June
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People of color and Joe Biden
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
What’s wrong with people 

of color?
The progressive journalist 

Thomas Frank wrote a much-
discussed book in 2004 titled, 
“What’s the Matt er with Kan-
sas?” Right now, some other 
like-minded journalist might 
be thinking of writing a book 
called “What’s the Matt er with 
People of Color?” 

For Democrats, the presi-
dential polling among Latinos 
and African Americans ranges 
from concerning to extremely 
disturbing, as President Joe 
Biden sheds support to Don-
ald Trump. The Republican 
was so bold as to hold a cam-
paign rally that drew thou-
sands in the South Bronx, a 
heavily Hispanic and Black 
area where Republicans may 
be rumored to exist but are 
rarely actually seen.

A New York Times poll in 
March had Trump beating 
Biden among Hispanic vot-
ers 46-40, while a Wall Street 
Journal poll last month found 
that 30% of African-American 
males say they are defi nitely 
or probably going to vote for 
Trump. Other surveys show 
less stark results, but some-
thing is going on, especially 
with Hispanic voters. 

If nothing else, we are seeing 
the foolhardiness of Demo-
crats believing that all minori-
ties -- with a dizzying array 
of national backgrounds and 
socioeconomic and demo-

graphic characteristics -- could 
be lumped together as “people 
of color” and corralled into 
the Democratic coalition with 
woke political appeals. That 
might work on college cam-
puses; it doesn’t work in the 
rest of the country. 

The problem for Biden is 
that Hispanics are too much 
like the rest of America. In 
Cygnal polling, 69% of Ameri-
cans say the country is on the 
wrong track, and 72% of His-
panics think the same. Hispan-
ics care about the economy as 
much as -- in fact, more than 
-- anyone else. Whereas 30% of 
the country says infl ation and 
the economy is the top issue, 
42% of Hispanics say it is. 

All of this means that only 
37% of Hispanics view Biden 
favorably, essentially the same 
percentage as among whites. 

Changing Hispanic att i-
tudes toward immigration is a 
big part of the picture. A CBS 
poll in Arizona found that 52% 
of all voters think recent immi-
grants have made life worse. 
What outrageous xenophobia, 
you say? Well, 40% of Hispan-
ic voters think they’ve made 
life worse, too (a slim plural-
ity, 42%, say they’ve made it 
bett er).

While the Left thought that 
Hispanics would enjoy gett ing 
called “Latinx” and seamless-
ly fi t into its victim-industrial-
complex, Trump “the blue-
collar billionaire” probably 
has more in common with the 
average Latino working-class 

male than any member of the 
(exclusively Democratic) Con-
gressional Hispanic Caucus. 

The division of the elector-
ate among class lines, long ev-
ident among whites, now ap-
pears to be showing up among 
Hispanics. Ruy Teixeira of the 
American Enterprise Institute 
cites a YouGov poll that found 
Biden leading by 1 point 
among working-class His-
panics and 39 points among 
college-educated Hispanics. 
Working-class Hispanics tend 
to be more moderate or con-
servative than their college-
educated counterparts and 
are more pessimistic about the 
economy and concerned about 
infl ation. As Teixeira notes, 
about 78% of Hispanic voters 
are working class, and even 
higher percentages in Arizo-
na and Nevada, states where 
Trump is leading.

There appears to be a trend 
among Hispanic voters. Hill-
ary Clinton won them by 
nearly 40 points in 2016, 
while Biden carried them by 
23 points in 2020 and could 
go lower this year. The move 
among Black voters is more 
provisional and less pro-
nounced, but still real and 
obviously worrying to Demo-
crats given their investment in 
advertising directed at these 
voters and Biden’s recent fe-
vered commencement address 
at Morehouse College. 

It’s best to think of the La-
tino and Black voters telling 

See Lowry, page 7

Are you ready for adult life?
 Congratulations Class of 2024! For those of you 

who are ending your collegiate careers, we hope you 
fi nd a life’s work that will be fulfi lling, and become 
contributing members of your community and fam-
ily.

For those ending their high school careers, we hope 
you fi nd that niche that will make your life have 
meaning, whether it be in a college setting leading 
to a professional life, or entering the working world 
and using the skills you have acquired through your 
scholastic careers.

You are living in a time where conformity is more 
the order of the day than in any time in the recent 
past. Forces controlled by groups of elites, particu-
larly in the political and academic spheres are ask-
ing for submission, rather than agreement. Are you 
adult enough to handle these pressures and fi ght off 
the temptation to subsume your will to the mob? In 
other words, are you an adult ready for real life?

If you believe your “unalienable” rights are derived 
from the government, and not Nature or “Nature’s 
God,” you are not ready for the real world.

If you believe your civilization, the one that has giv-
en you the right to speak and protest, is fundamen-
tally evil and must be collapsed, you are not ready 
for real life. You have a gap in your education that 
needs to be addressed.

If you see the history of this nation as intrinsically 
evil and must be destroyed, you are not ready for 
real life. You have not the maturity to understand 
that all nations have pasts that are less than stellar, 
no matter the location or the culture.

If you think ideas are violence and must be stamped 
out, you are not ready for real life.

If you see words as violence to be destroyed by vio-
lence, you are not ready for real life.

If you need trigger warning and are unable to lis-
ten to opposing ideas, shouting people down, you are 
immature and unequipped for dealing with real life.

If you need safe spaces to shield you from people 
or arguments with which you disagree, and are un-
able to articulate those objections, you have been 
robbed of an education and are unprepared for the 
real world.

If your major was or is in topics that end in “Stud-
ies” (Women Studies, Gay Studies, etc.), these are 
not disciplines, they are political statements. You 
will not be prepared to enter the real world after 
graduation.

If you think policy disagreements, or people who 
have opposing views to yours deserve to be “can-
celled” by losing their job, their property and their 
reputations, you are not ready for the real world and 
are an emotional child.

If you believe that biology must take a back seat 
to displaced and disordered thinking that will hurt 
individuals in the long run, you are unable to un-
derstand the consequences of those thoughts, and 
unable to function in reality.

Education is the learning of objective facts and 
truths, and being able to discern those things that 
are neither objective nor true. 

If you see the world from a totally subjective point 
of view, or are willing to blind yourself thinking you 
are morally right and everyone who disagrees is evil, 
you are incapable of dealing with the world, and have 
been poorly trained.

If you can fi nd your way to rational thought with 
dispassionate results, you are truly educated and 
deserve a place in the real world. Good luck!
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Continued from page 6
pollsters that they support Trump as very much potential vot-
ers -- Trump will have to continue to make his case, and the 
Republican National Committ ee fi nd ways to reach them and 
turn them out. 
But, as the Republican political analyst Patrick Ruffi  ni points 
out, if culturally conservative non-whites break away from the 
Democratic coalition it would be a boon for the GOP. 

What’s wrong with people of color? This year they could 
prove too politically independent-minded. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2024 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Lowry: Biden’s polling

Radon test kits still available from city
It’s not too late to test your home for radon, the second-lead-

ing cause of lung cancer.
Radon is a colorless, odorless and naturally occurring ra-

dioactive gas formed from the natural decay of uranium. It’s 
found in rock, water and soil.

While radon in outdoor air poses a relatively low risk to hu-
man health, it can enter homes from the surrounding soil and 
become a health hazard inside buildings, city Health Director 
Maureen B. Lillis said.

Lillis said testing for radon is recommended every two years.
The city Health Department has received a limited number of 

free radon test kits from the state Department of Public Health.
To receive a test kit, West Haven residents can call the Health 

Department at 203-937-3660. A sanitarian from the department 
will help place the kit in the home, Lillis said.

To learn more about radon, visit htt ps://portal.ct.gov/dph/
Environmental-Health/Radon/Radon-Program.

 ~~ Mike Walsh

WHHS team presents Eco-Story at center
Thirteen West Haven High 

School students selected to 
participate in the University 
of Connecticut’s inaugural 
2023-24 Eco-Digital Storytell-
ers (EDS) program presented 
their “Shoreline Saviors” Sto-
ryMap at the Eco-Digital Sto-
ryTellers Showcase on May 
16 at the Connecticut Science 
Center in Hartford. 

UConn’s EDS pro-
gram engages high school 
student-teacher teams in creating 
community-focused digital 
media environmental stories 
with support and guidance from 
undergraduate near-peer mentors 
and university faculty.

It was West Haven High 
School digital media and jour-
nalism teacher Jennifer Cum-
mings‘ idea to apply for her 
class to be included in the UCo-
nn EDS program. Her 13 stu-
dents — Rawasy Almaksoudi, 
Zariah Batt s, Nazaya Brantley, 
Mariah Foster, Melany Gar-
cia, Cinthya Genis, Camille 
Godfrey, Shacqwan Kingston, 
Agatha Lima-Freitas, Tristan 
Ortiz, Samantha Peralta, Mia 
Rubirosa, and Connor Tutt le 
— went on multiple fi eld 

trips to UConn to get training 
in video production and envi-
ronmental research. 

The “Shoreline Saviors” 
StoryMap features West 
Haven’s Shoreline Resilience 
and Eco-Restoration 

Project and includes an over-
view, along with some histo-
ry, the project’s goals, how the 
community was engaged, and 
how to volunteer. 

Once funding is secured to 
construct the project, 1.5 acres 
of public shoreline along one of 
the highly traffi  cked stretches of 
the boardwalk across from Old 
Grove Park will be restored to 
a native coastal plant and dune 
habitat with ADA-accessible 
pathways, gathering spots, and 
interpretive signs featuring 

environmental education. 
As part of the StoryMap, 

the students produced a short 
(embedded in the StoryMap) 
and a long video designed 
to promote the project. They 
conducted interviews with the 
public and those involved in 
developing the project, including 
Mayor Dorinda Borer; project 
leaders Marilyn Wilkes, Vice-
President, Land Trust of West 
Haven, and Mark Paine, Di-
rector of Parks and Recreation 
Department; LaLani Perry, 

Chairman, Economic Devel-
opment Commission; project 
designers Michael Koontz , Se-
nior Urban Design/Waterfront 
Planning Practice Leader, GEI 
Co nsultants, Inc., and Laura 
Schwanof, Landscape Archi-
tect/Ecological Practice Lead-
er, GEI Consultants, Inc.; and 
Juliana Barrett , Extension Ed-
ucator Emerita, Coastal Habi-
tat Specialist, UConn’s Con-
necticut Sea Grant Program, 
among other top dignitaries in 
the fi eld.

  At a glanceAt a glance
Juneteenth celebration Saturday

West Haven’s fourth annual celebration of Juneteenth will 
take place on Saturday, June 8, at Brent Watt  Park, 24 Tile Street 
in Allingtown. Admission is free for all ages. The festivities will 
take place between 11-3 with entertainment, food, and vendor 
booths.  Entertainment includes the Heavenly Stars singing 
group, Saxophonist David Davis, Drummer Gamaliel Moses, 
Rita Rose Entertainment, Dancer Nadia Bellamy, Sounds Un-
limited and Mix Master Steve Wallace.  

Free parking is available at the University of New Haven Isa-
dore Street entrance. Juneteenth commemorates the emancipa-
tion of enslaved black Americans.  The rain date for the festivi-
ties is Saturday, June 29, during the same hours.  

For more information, explore WestHavenJuneteenth.
splashthat.com.

Submitted Photo

The members of the West Haven High School EDS team presented their report at the Connecticut Science Center, May 16.
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Help Reducing Debt

FINANCIAL
Repair

If you're struggling with a poor financial
skills, Hala Urban from New Haven Bank is
here to help! Stop by the West Haven Library
so we can help you take control and give
you the steps needed to become financially
stable.

Here's how New Haven Bank can
benefit you:

Assist in Improving Credit
Saving for a Big Expense

THURSDAY, JUNE 27TH
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM

WEST HAVEN LIBRARY
300 ELM STREET

Allingtown honors borough’s war dead
A wreath laying ceremony 

was held on Memorial Day 
morning at the Allingtown 
Green. 

The ceremony, organized by 
the Allingtown Volunteer Fire 
Association commemorated 
the lives of Allingtown vet-
erans that were killed during 
war.  It also honors the lives of 

all deceased Allingtown fi re-
fi ghters.

Firefi ghter Steven R. Mul-
lins served as Master of Cer-
emonies.  The rites began with 
a marching procession from 
the Admiral Street Headquar-
ters   It was lead by the Surf-
side Veterans Association and 
Boy Scout Troop #821 carrying 

a large American Flag.  The 
procession also  included ca-
reer and volunteer fi refi ght-
ers and City and State offi  -
cials. The Scouts hoisted the 
fl ag up the pole as retired West 
Shore Fire Department Lieu-
tenant Kevin McKeon played 
Call to Colors.  The fl ag was 
then lowered to half staff . 

Andrew Vallerio, a member 
of the Surfside Veterans Asso-
ciation laid a wreath at the war 
memorial, assisted by Mullins.  
Lieutenant Sam Manuel  laid a 
wreath fi refi ghter monument.

McKeon played taps follow-
ing the wreath-layings.  Devo-
tions were delivered by Fa-
ther Bruce R. Bellmore of the 
Church of the Resurrection 
in Ansonia. He is a past Cap-
tain of Engine Company #1 in 
the Center District.   Remarks 
were delivered by Mayor 
Dorinda A. Borer and City of 
West Haven Allingtown Fire 
Chief Michael Terenzio.  Mul-
lins, who has been part of the 
ceremony since his childhood 
noted that Borer is the fi rst sit-
ting Mayor to att end the func-
tion.

Others in att endance were, 
State Rep. Trenee’ McGee (D-
116), City Councilman Ed-
ward “Mackie”  McMillian 
(D-5), Fire Commissioner Fred 
Brown, City of West Haven 
Fire Department Allingtown 
Deputy Chief Michael Esposi-
to and Volunteer Chief and 
Center District Commissioner 
John Carew.

Photographs by: Ryan Orozco

Assisted by Master of Ceremonies Firefi ghter Steven R. 
Mullins, Andrew Vallerio of the Surfside Veterans Associa-
tion lays a wreath at the Allingtown war monument.

Join us at the West Haven Public
Library for a book talk and signing
by author and historian Marty
Podskoch. His book encourages
travelers to visit all of the towns
and villages of our beautiful and
unique state.

AUTHOR TALK!
Connecticut 169 Club:
Your Passport and
Guide to Exploring
Connecticut
by Martin Podskoch

Registration Required

To register, call (203) 937-4233 ext. 2,
email wmcirc@westhavenlibrary.org
or stop at the library at 300 Elm
Street, West Haven, CT 06516

Tuesday, June 11th 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm
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By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
The city marked the 50th 

anniversary of National Emer-
gency Medical Services Week 
on May 21 with Mayor Dorin-
da Borer issuing proclama-
tions to fi rst responders and 
city employees receiving life-
saving training.

After opening remarks by 
West Haven Emergency Man-
agement Director Rick Fon-
tana, Borer welcomed emer-
gency medical services, fi re 
offi  cials and city employees to 
City Hall for the special obser-
vance and hands-on training.

Borer delivered remarks be-
fore presenting National EMS 
Week proclamations salut-
ing the members of the city’s 
three fi re departments — West 
Haven Fire Department, West 
Shore Fire Department and 
City of West Haven Fire De-
partment Allingtown — as 
well as the members of the 
West Haven Police Depart-
ment and American Medical 
Response of New Haven.

National EMS Week ran 
from May 19-25.

“West Haven is a HeartSmart 
city, and in keeping with that 
HeartSmart city initiative, we 
want to make sure that every-
body is up to date in our train-
ing,” said Borer, who thanked 

Fontana for leading the train-
ing and for hitt ing the ground 
running since taking over as 
the city’s EMD in February.

The mayor continued: 
“We’re also going to talk about 
Narcan: 1,500 deaths in Con-
necticut in 2022 because of 
opioid overdoses. I know you 
all know a family that lost a 
loved one and the devasta-
tion that comes with this opi-
oid crisis. And that’s just 2022 
statistics; we don’t even have 
2023 statistics yet.

“So this is a great time to do 
all of this training because it 
is EMS Week, and we want to 
recognize our EMS workers.”

Reading West Shore’s proc-
lamation, Borer said, “Nation-
al EMS Week is an opportuni-
ty to recognize the dedication, 
sacrifi ce and professionalism 
of our EMS fi rst responders 
who serve on the front lines, 
often risking their own safety 
to ensure the health and well-
being of others.”

Fontana followed by dem-
onstrating an automated ex-
ternal defi brillator and an-
swering employees’ questions.

The city recently installed 
grant-funded AED kits and 
Narcan emergency overdose 
kits in many municipal build-
ings and public places around 
West Haven.

Each Lifepak AED kit con-
tains gloves, a face mask, scis-
sors and a razor, as well as a 
Narcan overdose kit with two 
4-milligram nasal sprays. Nar-
can is a brand name for a de-
vice that delivers the opioid-

overdose antidote naloxone.
After the ceremony, held in 

the Harriet C. North Commu-
nity Room, about 100 employ-
ees broke into small groups in 
the second-fl oor hallway to re-
ceive training from more than 

20 paramedics and EMTs in 
performing hands-only CPR, 
using an AED and administer-
ing Narcan.

The fi rst-of-its-kind training 
for city employees consisted of 
two hourlong sessions.

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

In the second-fl oor hallway of City Hall, EMTs from American Medical Response of New Ha-
ven train city employees in performing hands-only CPR. Employees also received training in 
using an automated external defi brillator and administering Narcan, a brand name for a device 
that delivers the opioid-overdose antidote naloxone. 

City marks Emergency Services Week 

Photo by Michael O’Brien

NHS induction
May 21, West Haven High 

School hosted its National 
Honor Society Induction 
Ceremony in the Auditorium. 
In total, 58 senior members 
were recognized, while 
48 junior candidates were 
inducted into the prestigious 
organization.Senior Alison 
Frazer, the current President 
of the West Haven High 
School Chapter, moderated 
the event and welcomed 
the audience of family and 
friends before the program 
began.

Photo by Michael O’Brien

Junior Honor 
Society

On Wednesday, May 15, Bai-
ley Middle School hosted its 
National Junior Honor Soci-
ety (NJHS) induction ceremo-
ny in the West Haven High 
School Auditorium. In total, 
137 students in grades 7 and 8 
were inducted into the presti-
gious organization.
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A wooden case and two empty bott les of beer from Wehle Brewery, which was  located in 
rear of where Railroad Salvage once stood on Campbell Avenue, across the street from NDHS 
and.  Second photo is a Garden tool called a Circulator manufactured by B. Dickerman Manu-
facturing Co. of West Haven, probably from the early 20th century.

“West Haven’s Business History: A Look at the Past, A View 
of the Future” is the theme of the upcoming Open House exhibit 
planned by the West Haven Historical Society.  The display will 
be on view at the Poli House, corner of Main St. and Savin Ave., 
Saturday, June 8, from 10-3, and Sunday, June 9, 11-3.  Admis-
sion is FREE.

The Open House will feature the Business History of the city 
from its earliest days of the l8th century through the l9th and 
20th centuries, when West Haven became an industrial, 
manufacturing, and commercial hub.  It will also include a look 
at recent business developments in the 21st century and what 
those circumstances may indicate for the future.

Many vintage photographs, maps, artifacts, and advertise-
ments from the Historical Society’s collections will be exhibited 
along with numerous promotional items of various old busi-
nesses in West Haven that no longer are part of the local eco-
nomic scene. A group of newspaper advertisements will also 
be displayed highlighting the diverse local businesses, com-
mercial, and manufacturing enterprises located in West Haven. 
The ads are from the large newspaper collection of the society 
which includes the West Haven High School Rostrum, the West 
Haven Town Crier and other local papers.

A Children’s Corner will provide opportunities for kids under 
age10 to show their talents with an enjoyable and fun activity 
related to the theme of the Open House.

Of special note will be artifacts from several long forgott en 
West Haven businesses: Clark’s Dairy, the Wehle Brewery, and 
the B. Dickerman Manufacturing Company. Those artifacts 
have not been seen for many decades and the items are among 
society’s Special Collections.

Historical Society
sets open house
for this weekend

Submitted Photos

Animal Shelter donation
Addilyn, a 7-year-old, and student at Seth Haley ran a lem-

onade stand Memorial Day weekend to raise money for West 
Haven Animal Shelter. With the help of the community Addy 
was able to raise more than $100 and donated in excess of180 
pounds of dog food. She dropped her donation off  to Offi  cer 
Morgan Ruggiero. She is the daughter of Kage and Alexis Dis-
tasio
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Class of ‘64 plans reunion
The West Haven High Class of 1964 is planning its 60th re-

union for Sept. 7, noon to 4 p.m. at Biagett i’s Restaurant, 77 
Campbell Ave., on the patio. It will include a buff et dinner with 
music and dancing. A formal invitation will be sent to all class-
mates via email. Please RSVP by June 3 to Judy Oberempt at 
nana2446@aol.com or (203) 934-9504.

On Friday, May 10,WHHS 
Principal Dana Paredes 
honored the Top 20 students 
in the Class of 2024 with a 
breakfast celebration at West 
River Hall.

The ceremony featured 
words of encouragement from 
Superintendent Neil Cavallaro 
and Board of Education 
members Kim Kenny and 
Bob Guthrie, as well as their 
favorite teachers, as voted 
on by the students, Jen 
Cummings (English), Terrie 
Hartsoe (Science), Joanne 
Poffenberger (Science), and 
Scott Schevling (Math). 

Class Rankings (College 
Attending in the Fall; Major):

1) Iris Chen (Yale University; 
Chemical Engineering); 2) 
Mahnoor Mustafa (Amherst 
College; Biology);3) Sophia 
Basaen (Boston College; 
Nursing);4) Dana Davis-

Anagboso (UConn; Biological 
Sciences); 5) Camille Godfrey 
(Bentley University; Business 
Management); 6) Madison 
Scillia (UConn; Political 
Science); 7) Jamie Kerzner 
(Quinnipiac University; 
Sports Management); 
8) Alyssa Coppola (Worcester 
Polytechnical Institute; 
Mechanical Engineering); 
9) Olivia Trenchard 
(University of New Haven; 
Medical Laboratory Science)
10) Taylor Alfano (Endicott 
College; Pre-Med); 11) 
Javon Huang (Northwestern 
University; Economics/
Political Science); 12) Alison 
Frazer (Vanderbilt University; 
Public Policy Studies); 
13) Matthew Loo (Yonsei 
University Underwood 
International College; 
Engineering); 14) Collin 
Charron (Purdue University; 

Mechanical Engineering); 
15) Jeffery Flores-Copa 
(Quinnipiac University; Pre-
Law); 16) Andrew McLarty 
(UConn; Engineering)

17) Eshwar Balakumar 
(UConn; Accounting/Finance); 
18) Diana Jurado Aleman 
(Quinnipiac University; 
Entrepreneurship); 19) Angie 

Juarez (University of New 
Haven; Chemical Engineering); 
20) Allison Pastore (UConn; 
Pharmaceutical Sciences).

WHHS Top 20 students get recognition

Photo by Michael O’Brien

West Haven’s Top 20 students in the Class of 2024 were fet-
ed at a breakfast at West River Hall.

Westies Care seeks nominees
Westies Care is seeking qualifi ed applicants for its 2024 Wes-

ties Care Awards. All high school seniors who are West Haven 
residents who meet these criteria are invited to apply: Planning 
to att end a College/University; Planning to enlist; Earned a min-
imum of 100 Community Service Hours; Completion of applica-
tion with essay.

Selected honorees will receive a monetary award along with 
proclamations from state and local offi  cials. Please  contact Phil 
at Phil.liscio@westiescare.org for further information and an ap-
plication.

Historical Society plans Open House
The West Haven Historical Society will host an “Open House 

at the Poli House, on Saturday and Sunday June 8, 9, at the 686 
Savin Ave. headquarters. Hours for Saturday are 10-3, with Sun-
day hours from noon to 3. Old West Haven businesses are the 
focus of this year’s major exhibit.. Admission is free.
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Senior Tribute Concert
West Haven Band performed their Senior 

Tribute Concert under the direction of Donata 
Lupacchino. As the year winds down toward 
graduation, seniors are being honored in all ex-
tra-curricular activities.

Photos by Todd Dandelske
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Historian’s corner                  Historian’s corner                  By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

Buddy’s Barber Shop
Sometime during the years 

just before 1920, Ray Thomas 
opened Thomas Garage on 
Washington Avenue; it was 
a place where he fi xed fl ats, 
charged batt eries, and sold 
nineteen-cent gasoline to own-
ers of Model T Fords and the 
like.

At about the same time, an 
Italian immigrant named Gi-
useppe “Buddy” Cambino 
started barbering in a tiny 
building located next door to 
the garage, and right behind 

Pfaff ’s market.  It was inevi-
table that a friendship would 
develop between the two men, 
and that many hours would 
be spent together in that bar-
ber shop.

In those days, life didn’t 
off er as many diversions for 
men, so barber shops and 
hardware stores became their 
hangouts.  Among the loafers 
who could be found idling 
their afternoons away in bar-
ber shops were all types of 
reprobates--and it matt ered 
not whether those reprobates 

needed a haircut—often all 
they wanted was an opportu-
nity to exercise a peculiar form 
of peer pressure best known to 
adult males.

Now, any student of hu-
manity recognizes that there 
is a profound developmental 
diff erence between males and 
females:  For instance, from 
the time they are two or three 
years old, litt le girls already 
play at being women, and 
growing up is the thing that 
they yearn for.  By contrast, 
middle-aged males can typi-

cally still be found passing the 
time with adolescent play:  
taking risky dares, subject-
ing others to strange practi-
cal jokes, emitt ing crude and 
noxious noises, and giving 
each other wedgies.  No mat-
ter which side you view this 
male-female contrast from, 
what you observe might be 
somewhat amusing.

So back to our story:  by the 
1930s, Buddy’s Barber Shop 
was frequented by many of 
the local males; it was a place 
where the air was laced with 
smoke from Buddy’s pipe, 
and heated by a pot-bellied 
stove; and the shop was gen-
erally fi lled with tall tales and 
the choicest local gossip.  Ray 
Thomas, well on his way to be-
coming a quirky old curmud-
geon of legendary stature, was 
one of Buddy’s most frequent 
“guests.” 

One afternoon, when Ray 
entered the barber shop, the 
other men were ready to am-
bush him.  They bet Ray that 
he couldn’t touch his fi nger 
to his nose and walk out the 
door of the barber shop.  Ray 
laughed and assured them he 
could.  

He accepted the dare, put 
his fi nger to his nose, and pre-
pared to walk out the door.

“Not so fast, Ray,” someone 
said.  The men guided him 
over to the pot-bellied stove, 
wrapped his elbow around 
the stove’s smoke pipe, and 
placed his fi ngertip on his 
nose.  “Now you’re ready to 
walk out the door.”  Impossi-
ble--right?  Not for Ray Thom-
as.  A moment later, he could 
be seen dragging the stove 
through the barber shop door, 
with hot coals spilling from 
the stove’s open front.  For the 
men, the hilarity of tricking 

Ray had backfi red; now they 
had to deal with the conse-
quences, and put out the burn-
ing coals and cinders, which 
had set the barber shop on 
fi re.   Meanwhile, Ray Thomas 
stood out on the sidewalk next 
to the stove, smoking his pipe 
and smiling wryly; he was 
quite pleased with himself, 
for he had fought the odds, he 
had persevered, and through 
diligence and hard work, he 
had won the bet.

Ray Thomas and Buddy 
Cambino remained friends 
and neighbors for a few de-
cades after that—both lived 
on Sawmill Road, and both 
worked on Washington Av-
enue—and many other pranks 
were pulled along the way.  
And although they both de-
parted this life many years ago, 
it is fi tt ing that they should be 
remembered through such hu-
morous tales, so many years 
later.

Dan Shine is a columnist for 
the West Haven Voice, and lo-
cal history buff

Buddy’s Barber shop, run 
by Giuseppe “Buddy” Gam-
bino stood on Washington 
Avenue, steps away from 
Thomas’s Garage and behind 
Pfaff’s Market. Getting a 
haircut was  a time to catch up 
on some reading, and meet-
ing up with friends.
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Photo by Todd Dandelske

Letters of Intent
West Haven student-athletes recently 

signed Lett ers of Intent to play for several 
college teams. Parents and administra-
tors were on hand to celebrate the event. 
Those shown are: Front Row -- Arianna 
Titus, Mia Rubirosa, Isabella Fiorillo, Am-
ber Militrano, Matt  Pagan, Joaquin Smith.
Back Row -- Bernett  Scott , Chase Supan, 
Demarco Eady, Emanuel Gordon, Joaquin 
Baldonado, Arianna Izzo.

Southington ends Westies’ run
In the blink of an eye, the 

season has ended for the West 
Haven baseball team. Tied at 
one with the state’s top team, 
West Haven watched as South-
ington scored six times in the 
sixth inning to top No. 24 West 
Haven, 7-1, in the Class LL 
quarterfi nals at Southington 
High School Saturday after-
noon. 

West Haven (12-11) had just 
evened the game in the top of 
the inning when Evan Jones 
led off  with a double to right, 
moved to third on a sacrifi ce 
by Cam Cruz, and scored on a 
single to left by Jose Padilla. A 
double play grounder ended 
the inning, and Southington 

was ready to pounce in the 
bott om half. 

A leadoff  single and a walk 
ended the day for West Ha-
ven starter Hudson Axelrod, 
who was terrifi c through fi ve, 
allowing just a second inning 
run. Connor Hume relieved 
and a 3-run home run, a triple, 
and a sacrifi ce fl y gave South-
ington a 5-1 lead.

Jey Scanlon was hit by a 
pitch to start the seventh, but 
West Haven could not muster 
a rally.

The Westies had limited 
scoring chances in the game, 
the best being in the fi rst in-
ning when Cruz was hit by a 
pitch with one out and Padilla 

singled, before a wild pitch 
had a pair of runners in scor-
ing position. West Haven did 
not capitalize. 

Cruz had a two-out single in 
the third, but went no further, 
forcing the Westies to relay on 
Axelrod and their defense. 

Brady Price and Mike 
Madera made running catch-
es in the outfi eld and Padilla 
made a nice running grab in 
the third to keep West Haven 
down just a run. West Haven 
made numerous big plays, but 
none bett er than in the fourth 
when Price made a diving 
catch in center for the second 
out and Madera made a run-
ning catch into the fence deep 

in left to end the frame. 
Behind a complete-game, 

3-hit eff ort from Lucas For-
gett e, West Haven topped No. 
25 Norwich Free Academy 
2-1 in the second round of 
the Class LL state tournament 
Wednesday afternoon.

Forgett e allowed just a fi rst 
inning run, before he mixed 
his pitches well and used the 
stellar play of his defense to 
pick up the win. Jones was 
stellar in the fi eld with eight 
assists, including starting a 
key double play in the sixth, 
while Price and Madera com-
bined for fi ve putouts in the 
outfi eld, several on the run.

After NFA took a 1-0 lead in 
the top of the fi rst, West Ha-
ven answered immediately in 
the bott om of the inning with 
a pair of runs. 

Jones led off  with a single, 
moved to second on a sacrifi ce 
by Cruz, and scored on a sin-
gle by Padilla. Ray Gilbert fol-
lowed with a double to plate 
Padilla for a 2-1 lead.

That was all the off ense on 
the day and Forgett e made the 
runs hold up. With the bases 
loaded in the second, Forgett e 
got a fl y ball to Price in center 
to end the frame. 

Forgett e helped himself in 
the third with a pair of pick-
off s, before Price, Jones, and 
Madera each made stellar 
plays in the fourth for a quick 
inning. Forgett e got three 
ground ball outs to Jones in 
the fi fth, before he ran into 
trouble in the sixth.

All season long, West Haven 
has batt led to the end. West 

Haven’s Class LL fi rst round 
contest at Newington was no 
diff erent.

Scoring four times in the 
fi fth inning to overcome a 
three-run defi cit, West Haven 
upset No. 9 Newington, 7-5. in 
Newington. West Haven im-
proved to 11-10 with the win. 

Gilbert had three of his 
team’s eight hits, including a 
pair of doubles, and drove in 
three runs and scored twice. 
Padilla had one hit, drove in 
a pair, and scored twice, Jones 
had one hit and scored twice, 
and Price had two hits and 
one run batt ed in.

On a night to honor the se-
niors, West Haven knew it was 
going to be in for a tough con-
test facing O’Brien Tech’s ace 
Ryan Sheehy.

Despite Sheehy’s complete-
game two-hitt er where he 
struck out 13, West Haven pre-
vailed, 3-1.

Jones and Padilla picked up 
the lone West Haven hits, and 
Axelrod tossed a complete 
game, allowing one earned 
run on six hits, while walking 
one and striking out three.

Axelrod was impressive, 
retiring 11 in a row until a 
two-out single in the seventh 
inning. 

A team which always fi ghts to 
the end, the West Haven softball 
team again did so in the open-
ing round of the CIAC Class LL 
state tournament. Unfortunate-
ly, for the Westies, they came up 
short. 

Despite rallying in the sev-
enth inning, No. 28 West Haven 

See Westies, page 18

Photo by Todd Dandelske

The 2024 West Haven girls tennis team seniors were honored on senior night. Other senior 
night photos may be seen on page 17. The WHHS boys tennis team’s senior night was canceled 
due to rain and not rescheduled.
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Farewell Class of 2024
Photos by Todd Dandelske
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Continued from page 16
fell at No. 5 Enfi eld, 3-2. West 
Haven ends its season at 8-13.

Mia Rubirosa led the West 
Haven off ense with three hits 
and two run scored, while Holly 
Waibel, Olivia McDonnell and 
Natalie Gallo each had one hit 
apiece. 

Rubirosa took the loss in the 
pitching circle, tossing six in-
nings, allowing one earned run, 
while striking out seven and 
walking four. 

Trailing 3-1 in the seventh, 
West Haven had one last rally in 
the season. Rubirosa led off  with 
a triple and scored on Waibel’s 
single to left. 

McDonnell singled with one 
out, but West Haven’s rally 
came to a close when Gallo’s 
line drive was turned into a 
game-ending double play. 

West Haven inched closer to 
playing in the postseason with 
a 5-3 victory over East Haven 
on Senior Night at Biondi Field. 
With the win, West Haven im-
proved to 7-12.

Taylor Alfano, Natalie Gallo, 
and Sarah Davey each had two 
hits in the contest. Davey drove 
in three runs, Gallo drove in two 
and scored twice, and Alfano 
scored twice in the victory. 

Rubirosa picked up the win in 
the pitcher’s circle as she tossed 
a complete game, allowing 
six hits and three earned runs, 
while striking out 13 and walk-
ing three.

Behind a 16-hit att ack, includ-
ing fi ve from Rubirosa, West 
Haven rallied twice to defeat 
Fitch, 13-7, at Biondi Field. West 
Haven improved to 8-12 on the 
year.

Rubirosa was the star of the 
game as she also drove in two 
runs and scored fi ve, while 
striking out seven in the pitch-
ing circle to pick up the win.

McDonnell and Gallo each 
had three hits, drove in a run, 
and scored once, while Waibel, 
Alfano, and Alyvia Ginsberg 
each drove in a pair.

The West Haven boys lacrosse 
team won its fi rst postseason 
game in the history of the pro-
gram with a 14-7 victory over 
Platt -Maloney at Ken Strong 
Stadium. West Haven improved 
to 8-9 on the year.

Marcus Burrows led the of-
fense with six goals and one 
assist, A.J. Iannott i scored four 
times, and Yousaf Ullah had 
three goals in the win. T.J. Lev-
enduski made 10 saves as West 
Haven held a 47-21 shot advan-

tage in the game.
West Haven scored four times 

in the opening quarter with Bur-
rows wrapping a pair of unas-
sisted goals around tallies from 
Brandon Doody and Iannott i.  

The Westies scored six times 
in the second quarter as Ullah 
opened the scoring and Bur-
rows followed with three more 
unassisted goals. Iannott i scored 
off  an assist from Kaiden Powell 
and Burrows scored his fourth 
of the quarter with 11.2 seconds 
remaining.

Iannott i and Ullah scored in 
both the third and fourth quar-
ters, with James Olsen assisting 
on Iannott i’s goal in the third, 
and Burrows assisted on Ullah 
goal in the third. 

After winning its fi rst post-
season contest, the reward for 
West Haven was playing top-
seeded Fairfi eld Prep. The Je-
suits showed why they are the 
top team with a 21-3 victory in 
Fairfi eld.

Burrows scored all three West 
Haven goals, one in the fi rst 
quarter and two more in the 
fourth. Ronnell Banks had an 
assist, Cole Hill won seven of 10 
faceoff s, and Levenduski made 
10 saves as West Haven was out-
shot 31-9.

The West Haven boys tennis 
team improved to 12-5 with a 
4-3 road victory over Foran. The 
Westies won all three doubles 
matches to pull out the victory. 

Top-seeded Ali Hamza and 
Caden Mateo defeated Patrick 
Butler and Karthkeya Lakogi, 
4-6, 6-4, 6-2, second-seeded, Ja-
von Huang and Woobin Kim 
topped Liam Bancock and 
Devin Dai, 6-2, 6-4, and third-
seeded David Guadarrama and 
Jordan Smith won over Travis 
Dub and Sully Riley, 9-7.

West Haven’s only victory 
on the singles side came when 
Miguel Torres defeated Ryan 
Puvarance, 6-3, 6-0.  

Foran’s Arush Puri defeated 
Brandon Sihaphong, 3-6, 6-4, 
6-4 in the second slot, while 

third-seeded Tristan Odorino 
defeated West Haven’s Eshwar 
Balakumar, 6-4, 1-6, 6-3, and 
fourth-seeded Oscar Lin won 
over Johnny Chen 6-4.

West Haven defeated Career 
7-0. With the victory, West Hav-
en improved to 13-5 on the year.

In singles action, Torres de-
feated Jaylen Lopes, 6-1, 7-5, sec-
ond-seeded Balakumar topped 
Abraham Perez, 6-0, 6-0, third-
seeded Chen topped Sy’Air 
Shakurr, 6-0, 6-0, and fourth-
seeded Kim won by default.

In doubles action, top-seeded 
Hamza and Mateo and sec-
ond-seeded Guadarrama and 
Huang both won by default, 
while third-seeded Daniel Da-
vis and Smith topped Abraham 
Perez and Sy’Air Shakurr, 8-1.

West Haven closed the regu-
lar season with a 7-0 loss at 
Branford High School 

The stay for West Haven in 
the Southern Connecticut Con-
ference tournament was a short 
one as the seventh-seeded Wes-
ties fell to second-seeded Amity, 
7-0 in quarterfi nal action at Am-
ity High School Saturday morn-
ing.

In singles play, Thomas Si-
rincharto defeated Torres, 6-0, 
6-0, second-seeded Ethan Hass 
topped Sihaphong, 6-1, 6-2, 
third-seeded Joey Kapel de-
feated Balakuma.r 6-2, 6-1, and 
fourth-seeded Rohan Hebbar 
topped Chen 6-0, 6-0.

In doubles play, top-seeded 
Ben Glassman and Harvel 
Koblentz  topped Hamza and 
Mateo, 6-1, 6-0, second-seeded 
Alishay Balsara and Dariush 
Raissi defeated Guadarrama 
and Huang, 6-0, 6-0, and third-
seeded Jordan Hass and Jacob 
Storeyard topped Davis and 
Smith. 6-0, 6-0.

~~~
For all your West Haven 

sporting news throughout the 
year, including game articles 
by Mike Madera, highlights, 
photos and more, visit www.
westieblue.com.

Westies: Seasons end for varsity squads

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Taylor Alfano prepares to 
fi re to fi rst to complete a dou-
ble play versus Enfi eld. West 
Haven’s season ended with a 
3-2 heartbreaker to Enfi eld.
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- Roundtrip Coach Transportation
~ 8:30 AM

Depart from Veterans Memorial Parking
Lot (91 Bull Hill Lane - West Haven)

~ 3:00 PM
Depart from Ledyard, CT

- Enjoy slots, BINGO, dining at a variety of
different restaurants, outlet shopping, and
so much more at Foxwoods Resort and
Casino in Ledyard!

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7TH | LEDYARD, CTWWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY,, AAUUGGUUSSTT 77TTHH || LLEEDDYYAARRDD,, CCTT

Donna, Program Coordinator
at the West Haven Senior Center

203-937-3507
201 Noble Street

West Haven, CT 06516

CCOSTT:: $$ 5COST: $45 CASH OR CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO:
WEST HAVEN SENIOR TRIP ACCOUNT

.Donna's Destinations presents...

LCOMING NO D NON ~LLCCOOMMIIMM NNGG NNOO DD NNOONN ~~

COST INCLUDES:CCOOSSTT IINNCCLLUUDDEESS:: FOR E INFO TION:FFOORR EE IINNFFOO TTIIOONN::

PAYMENT IS DUE BY FRIDAY, JULY 5, 2024PPAAYYMMEENNTT IISS DDUUEE BBYY FFRRIIDDAAYY,, JJUULLYY 55,, 22002244

WEST HAVEN
CELEBRATES
JUNETEENTH

FREE PARKING AVAILABLE AT UNH

SPONSORED BY THE WEST HAVEN SEAHAWKS

MUSIC
FOOD
VENDORS
ENTERTAINMENT
FAMILY FUN

20

FREE ADMISSION!

24

Email WHjuneteenth@gmail.com for additional information

(ISADORE STREET ENTRANCE)

Visit westhavenjuneteenth.splashthat.com for event details

SATURDAY
JUNE 8, 2024

11AM – 3PM

BRENT WATT PARK
24 TILE STREET, WEST HAVEN

(Rain Date: June 29)

U14 girls claim
Clinton tourney

In May 25-26 action, P&B Express played against Vio’s Sports 
Plus in an epic rematch, with Vio’s falling, 9-3. P&B Express 
dominated the game from the start.  David Barajas-Solorio 
scored a couple of goals and Adam Zambrano-Perez scored on 
a pull back.  Tyler Franklin and Tobin Cavalier both had goals 
as well.  RQ Accounting and Tax Services Cheetahs played the 
Health Nation Gold. Mariah Casteel and Stella Lombardi were 
tough on defense, blocking many shots. Avalyn Wilder scored 
fi ve goals. Marwa El-fi lali ran coast to coast scoring two goals. 
Lilithbelle Warcholic scored, Vivian Andrade and Myah Sanchez 
all scored as well. 

The RQAccounting & Tax services Cheetahs also played Con-
nex Credit.  Stella Lombardi was aggressive on defense. Vivian 
Andrade played an overall outstanding game. Katie Samaniego 
scored in the win.  For the Connex Credit Union Dragons, Al-
ice Burns exhibited exceptional footwork, leading to multiple 
goals. Galya-Angel Nkwenti demonstrated superb communi-
cation skills, capitalizing on an incredible pass from Burns to 
secure another goal. Charlott e Sebas and Gianna Fries showed 
aggressive defensive tactics that were instrumental in the game.

The Seacrest Retirement Center Strikers played Health Nation 
LLC. The Strikers took this one 8-3. Melody Feliciano stood out this 
week, communicating well with her teammates, and scoring two 
goals for the Strikers. Alexandria O’Brien demonstrated out-
standing teamwork and passing skills with a total of two goals 
on the day.  Zaria Morris led the team with a total of three goals 
while also hustling back on defense to help make some impor-
tant stops.  

The Gunning Law Firm played P&B Express in a tough match.  
P&B Express were outplayed but managed to score a few goals. 
Adam Zambrano-Perez had an open goal and Amine Alijate 
scored.  Shavier Medley also scored.  

The U14 girls travel team took home the championship win 
at the Clinton Invitational Tournament. The girls were victori-
ous over Madison, Haddam-Killingworth, and Guilford on Sat-
urday and Sunday. Arianna Throm played fantastic defense for 
the Westies and Olivia Petrie protected the goal. 

Naomi Shubin, Lynnie Chesson, Kylie Gibbons, Luciana Cap-
pett a, and Kylee McCoart all scored for West Haven throughout 
the weekend. Fantastic teamwork lead the girls to the champion-
ship game, where they defeated Madison, 1-0.  

The U11 Boys Travel Team also took part in the Clinton Tour-
nament, being challenged and playing up an age group in the 
U12 bracket.  The Westies opened the weekend with a tough 4-3 
come-from-behind win against Hamden.  

Down 2-0 at the half, Jax Guarino started the comeback when 
he opened the scoring for West Haven.  Ben Trenchard played 
excellent defense, and Ethan Fonseca added a needed goal for 
West Haven.  The boys faced two tough opponents in Madison 
and Clinton, and lost to both older teams.  Taha Ozhan worked 
hard in midfi eld, as did Joey Ruiz.  Luca DeCresenzo tried to get 
the off ense going, and Jaxon Cruz made some outstanding saves 
in both games.  Julien Castillo and Adam Lamkhantar worked 
hard for their team.  

Sunday morning, the Westies faced off  against the Westbrook 
in a must win game to secure a spot in the semifi nals.  The boys 
came out hungry and ready to play.  Roland Green was superb 
in the att ack, and Jaxon Cruz not only had the shut out in goal, 
but added a goal of his own to the tally.  Seth Empric, Collin Gib-
bons, Ben Trenchard, Joey Ruiz, and Jacob Rader anchored the 
backline in the 6-0 win.  

Sunday afternoon, the boys faced off  against Clinton in the 
semifi nals, falling 4-1.  Despite losing to them the day before, the 
Westies came out and played hard and aggressively.  Rader and 
Gibbons were once again stellar on defense.  Ryan Abekah chal-
lenged the Clinton defense, and scored the fi rst goal Clinton had 
given up that weekend.  Guarino continued to hustle on both 
sides of the ball, and Matt eo D’Elia held down the midfi eld.

3

Voice Classifieds 
Buy It!
Sell It!

(203) 934-6397
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ESTATE SALE SERVICES
&

ATTIC & BASEMENT CLEANOUTS

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Mike Madera leaps to pull 
down a drive on the warn-
ing track versus Southington.
despite some great defensive 
plays, the Westies’ season 
eneded at Southington, as 
the top-ranked team in the 
LL State Tournament pulled 
away with a 7-1 victory. See 
page 16 for details.

Submitted Photos

A day on the briny
Rich Deso of the West Ha-

ven Veterans Commission and 
President of Surfside Veterans 
joined veterans Robert Chapin, 
Peter “Doc” Wright and Andrew 
Villiro, on the Black Mariah V  
with Veterans Angler Charters, 
run by Capt. Kathy Graham. The 
non-profi t group off ers vishing 
trips to local veterans.
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Members of the public are invited to

CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF  
TRANSPORTATION

VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

State Project No. 0156-0184 Bridge No. 03612

City of West Haven and New Haven

June 27, 2024 at 6:00pm

Register: http://portal.ct.gov/DOTWestHaven156-184 

YouTube Livestream: https://portal.ct.gov/ctdotvpimarchive 

The purpose of this meeting is to provide the community an opportunity 
to learn about the proposed project and allow an open discussion of any 
views and comments concerning the proposed improvements. A Ques-

tion & Answer (Q&A) session will immediately follow the presentation.

The purpose of the project is to address the structural condition of the 
bridge associated with the substructure.

Right-of-way impacts associated with the proposed project are not 
anticipated. 

Construction is anticipated to begin spring 2027 based on the avail-
ability of funding, acquisition of rights of way, and approval of per-

mit(s).  The estimated construction cost for this project is approximately 
$60,000,000. This project is anticipated to be undertaken with 80 percent 

Federal funds and 20 percent State funds.

Please register for the Virtual Public Information Meeting at http://
portal.ct.gov/DOTWestHaven156-184. Registration is required to 

participate. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation email with a 
link to access the meeting.

Members of the public can submit comments and questions during the 
two-week public comment period following the meeting. Please direct 

comments and questions by July 11, 2024 to: DOTProject0156-0184@
ct.gov and (860) 594-2020 or Brianna Ritacco, Transportation Supervis-

ing Engineer, at (860) 594-3205 or brianna.ritacco@ct.gov

ACCESSIBILITY

This meeting will also be livestreamed on YouTube, and closed caption-
ing will be available. Non-English translation options will be available 

on Zoom and YouTube. The recording will also be available on CT-
DOT’s YouTube Virtual Public Information Meeting playlist:  

https://portal.ct.gov/ctdotvpimarchive

Persons with limited internet access, use the call-in number (877) 853-
5257 and enter Meeting ID 830 1670 9754. Persons with limited internet 

access may also request that project information be mailed to them 
within one week by contacting Brianna Ritacco, at (860) 594-3205 or 

brianna.ritacco@ct.gov.

Persons with hearing and/or speech disabilities may dial 711 for Tele-
communications Relay Services (TRS). 

Language assistance may be requested by contacting CTDOT’s Lan-
guage Assistance Call Line (860) 594-2109. Requests should be made 
at least five business days prior to the meeting. Language assistance is 
provided at no cost to the public and efforts will be made to respond to 

timely requests for assistance.

Beach Street: City artery open to traffic
Continued from page 1
represents the Beach Street 
district, also spoke, along with 
association co-founder and 
former Assistant City Planner 
Dave Killeen and President 
Kathie Hebert, who chairs the 
association’s Beautifi cation 
Committ ee.

Garthwait thanked project 
contractor Laydon Industries 
LLC, Killeen talked about the 
project’s design elements to 
protect the waterfront, and 
Hebert discussed how the 
project drove the Sandy Point 
association’s formation.

Christopher Marone, a 
principal of CDM Holdings 
LLC, which owns the former 
Chick’s Drive-in restaurant 
property and is developing 
the site at 183 Beach St., talked 
about The Tides, the compa-
ny’s new townhome condo-
miniums, and its plans for a 
new restaurant, complete with 
a beer garden, a courtyard and 
fi repits.

As Marone spoke, an excited 
Borer and CDM principal Mi-
chael Del Vecchio held up the 
restaurant’s preliminary ren-
derings for all to see.

Borer then introduced Dach, 
who called West Haven’s 3 ½ 
miles of publicly accessible 
shoreline “Connecticut’s best 
public beach” and “a hidden 
gem of the state’s shoreline” to 
enthusiastic applause from the 
crowd.

“Keep your shades on be-
cause this is only the begin-
ning,” said Dach, referring to 
the city’s promising future.

With a line of people stand-
ing behind the mayor and 
Rossi and O’Brien fl anking 
her, Borer led the crowd in a 
spirited countdown — “1, 2, 
3!” — before cutt ing the rib-
bon with a pair of oversize 
scissors.

Once the ribbon fell to the 
pavement, Borer took the 
crowd for a short community 
walk across the road to the 
newly paved Morse Park mu-
nicipal parking lot, where a 
DJ played music and dessert 
trucks served complimentary 
coff ee, “cakecups” and ice 
cream.

After the ceremony, the pic-
turesque shoreline road of-
fi cially reopened to vehicular 
and pedestrian traffi  c for the 
fi rst time since May 2023.

The freshly paved and land-
scaped road includes new con-
crete sidewalks, wooden roll 
fencing and wooden guard-
rails, as well as new concrete 
stairs, concrete handicapped-
accessible ramps and wooden 
pedestrian bridges so people 
can access beach areas.

The road also features a new 
crosswalk of stamped concrete 
that resembles red brick pav-
ers in three spots: near Morse 
Avenue, in front of Morse Park 
and near Second Avenue.

Other improvements in-

clude a paved two-way bike 
lane beautifi ed with newly 
planted seagrass on the beach 
side of the road and a graveled 
parking lot decorated with 
wooden fl ower boxes at Sandy 
Point.

The Beach Street improve-
ments are complemented by 
new paving, lighting and fenc-
ing at the April Street boat 
launch and parking lot, just up 
the road near First Avenue.

Like all other beach lots in 
West Haven, the boat launch is 
now a Premium Parking “Pay 
for Parking” site for nonresi-
dents. Parking is free for city 
residents.

Premium Parking, based in 
New Orleans, is West Haven’s 
contractor for digitally driven 
paid parking.

According to City Engineer 
Abdul Quadir, the two-phase 
Beach Street project consisted 
of raising an approximately 
3,900-foot stretch of the road.

Phase 2 consisted of raising 
a section of Beach Street up to 
11 feet above sea level, from 
the Water Pollution Control 
Plant at 2 Beach St. to Morse 
Avenue, to protect the area’s 
fl ood-prone neighborhoods.

Safety improvements were 
implemented because of the 
road’s change in width to re-
strict fl ooding, including the 
installation of speed humps to 
slow traffi  c and the posting of 
signs to reduce the speed limit 
from 30 mph to 25 mph, per 
the Board of Police Commis-
sioners.

Borer said the fi nished proj-
ect has also spurred interest in 
economic development along 
the vibrant Beach Street cor-
ridor.

In May 2020, Borer, then a 
West Haven Democratic state 
representative, announced 

$5.2 million in state funding 
for Phase 2. At the time, the 
money joined $3.5 million in 
federal and local funding for 
Phase 1, including $2.94 mil-
lion from the Department of 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment’s Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Disaster Re-
covery program and $560,000 
from the city.

Former state Rep. Stephen 
D. Dargan, D-West Haven, 
obtained $1.5 million in state 
funding for Phase 1, which 
was completed in 2021 and 
raised Beach Street up to 7 feet 
from Monahan Place to the 
wastewater treatment plant. 
Like Phase 2, the project in-
cluded new concrete side-
walks, wooden guardrails and 
a two-way bike lane on the 
beach side.

Just over a decade ago, the 
area, including more than two 
dozen homes, was 5 feet un-
derwater during Superstorm 
Sandy, city offi  cials said.

On Oct. 29, 2012, the treat-
ment plant was inaccessible to 
staff  members and emergency 
vehicles for nearly 12 hours 
due to extensive fl ooding from 
Sandy.

Thanks to federal and state 
funding to help Connecticut 
municipalities mitigate fl ood-
ing in the wake of the super-
storm, the city has taken steps 
to make its shoreline more 
resilient to tidal fl ooding and 
coastal storms, including 
dredging the Old Field Creek 
salt marsh off  Beach Street and 
installing a new tide gate sys-
tem on the Cove River.

According to Borer, future 
Beach Street improvements 
are also in the works, includ-
ing a new Cape Cod-designed 
pumping station near East Av-
enue.

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Mayor Dorinda Borer, holding oversize scissors, cuts the 
ribbon with former Mayors Nancy R. Rossi, center left, and 
Edward M. O’Brien, center right, to mark the grand reopening 
of Beach Street on the city’s shoreline Friday evening after a 
yearlong state-bonded road-raising project. 
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Answers
to this week’s

puzzles

1. TELEVISION: What subject does Walter 
White teach at the beginning of “Breaking 
Bad”?
2. GEOGRAPHY: Which three countries 
make up the Baltic states in Europe?
3. MUSIC: What is the title of Th e Beatles’ 
fi rst album?
4. LITERATURE: Prince Edward Island is 
the inspiration for which novel series?
5. HISTORY: Which Roman emperor built 
a wall across northern England to deter 
invaders?
6. MOVIES: Which movie fi rst featured the 
character Lisbeth Salander?

7. ASTRONOMY: Th e asteroid belt lies 
between which two planets in our solar 
system?
8. U.S. STATES: Which state’s coast was 
dubbed the “Graveyard of the Atlantic” 
because so many ships wrecked there?
9. FOOD & DRINK: What does the term “a 
la carte” mean?
10. SCIENCE: What is the process called 
when a gas changes into a liquid?

Answers
1. Chemistry.
2. Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.
3. “Please Please Me.”
4. “Anne of Green Gables.”
5. Hadrian.
6. “Th e Girl with the Dragon Tattoo.”
7. Jupiter and Mars.
8. North Carolina.
9. According to the menu.
10. Condensation.
(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon? Call Phyl-

lis Franco,
(203) 932-9367.
And I will drop off a brochure. 

Over 30 years’ experience.
Friendly Service.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums 

Commercial space available 
In this professional building. 
Desk/Space from $295/month. 
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-
street parking, Use of pent-
house meet- ing room, janito-
rial services.Call us for an inter-
view. (203) 932-6455 Fran x 301

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 

repairs, tree work, hedge- trim-
ming, power washing, Insured.  
Free  estimates.  Call

(475) 238-2199.

PLUMBING PROBLEMS???
Leaky pipes, Leaky Faucets, 

Leaky Showers, RunningToilet, 
Drain Cleaning, Leaky Hot Wa-
ter Heater, Gardbage Dispos-
als, Dry- er/Washers, Laundry 
Lines, Dish- washer Lines, Gas 

Stoves, FULL PLUMBING RE-
PAIR SERVICES,

(203) 584-6868.

SEEKING NEW STUDENTS
Grammy-nominated musi-

cian/ piano teacher Judy Pan-
coast now ac- cepting new stu-
dents to start in Sep- tember 
in West Haven. All ages. Email 
mamanook@comcast.net for 
all the details.

HOUSECLEANING
Housecleaner wanted -- 5 

hrs./day, 3 days/week, $16/hr. 
Two minutes from bus stop. 
Call 203-627-5840

KITTENS FOR ADOPTION
Call 203-627-5840.

West Haven Elk’s Lodge 
Hall Rentals 

150 person capacity. 
Low Prices. 

Bar and Kitchen 
facilities available. 

Great for all functions.
 Free Parking. 

203-671-4322 / 203-933-1537 

FOR SALE
Looking for good 
homes! Savin Rock 
Amusement Park. 
Many framed pho- tos, 
Old Savin Rock and Co-
ney Island Post Cards. 
Private showing.

(203) 988 7883

J’s Lawn Service 
Accepting new clients/custom- 
ers for summer lawn care. Also, 
spring cleanup and lawn prepa- 
ration. For estimates call (203) 
435-3319. Veterans and senior 
discounts available.

MTS GARAGE DOOR
Quality Installations and Sales 
Free Estimates

203-544-3642
Email Mtsdoorct@gmail.com.

PIANO LESSONS
 BY COMPUTER

Since 1992, in your home
when we can.

 Beginners welcome,
reasonable rates.

Details, References.
In West Haven: 203-479-4467

Art Painting Instruc-
tion

Acrylics or oils $30 for a 3 
hour session in West Haven

Call Edith at 203 232 4384 edi- 
threynolds.com.

HOMECARE -- In west Haven. 
3 days/week; $16/hr. Minutes 
from bus stop. Call 203-627-
5840.

West Haven Voice
Classifieds

Work for You!
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THE 90S CALLED.
THEY WANT
THEIR
BIN BACK.

MEET YOUR NEW RECYCLING CART!

WEST HAVEN,
IT’S TIME FOR AN UPGRADE!

Funded in part bycityofwesthaven.com/266/Recycling-Info-Bins
203-937-3585
See translations at/Veas las traducciones en/
cityofwesthaven.com/266/Recycling-Info-Bins.com

Your new cart will
arrive at your home in 

June, 2024

To learn more:

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

IS MY COLLECTION DAY CHANGING?

No. Please refer to the “Rubbish/Recycling Pickup Schedule 
(Weekly)” tab to review your trash and recycling pickup day.

DO I HAVE TO PUT MY RECYCLING IN THE NEW CART?

Yes. Residents must use the new cart to put out recycling 
moving forward. Recycling should be placed loose in the cart, 
not in plastic bags.

WHAT DO I DO WITH MY OLD BIN?

You are welcome to keep your old bin or recycle it by leaving 
it on the curb for pickup starting July 8. Public Works will 
collect empty recycling bins placed on the curb through July 
31 and recycle them.

WILL I BE CHARGED FOR THE NEW CART?

No.

I JUST GOT MY CART AND THE LID ISN’T FLAT/LOOKS 
BROKEN.

When the cart and lids are cold, they can sometimes warp 
slightly. Place the cart into a warmer environment (like your 
garage), and the lid will soften back to normal.

WHAT IF MY NEW CART IS STOLEN OR DAMAGED?

If your cart is lost or stolen, please call Public Works at 203-
937-3585. You may write your house number on the cart with 
a grease pen for easy identification.
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