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Voice Feature
An in-depth feature 

The high school
season is underway

Beginning 
at page20

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Mayor Dorinda Borer recognized FDNY 9/11 survivor Mickey 

Kross and read his moving story during a candlelight vigil at the 
city’s 9/11 memorial Sept. 11.

Kross, a retired New York City Fire Department lieutenant 
who now lives in West Haven, responded to the att ack on the 
twin towers in New York’s World Trade Center complex and 
survived the collapse of the north tower.

On Sept. 11, 2001, Kross’ fi rehouse, Engine Company 16 on 
Manhatt an’s East 29th Street, was dispatched at 8:50 a.m. to the 
trade center complex. After reporting to a fi re command post 
in the north tower’s lobby, Kross, then 55, and his fi refi ghters 
headed for another command post on the 23rd fl oor.

Kross then received orders to evacuate. He was descending 
stairwell B on the north tower’s fourth fl oor when he heard a 
loud roar and the building collapsed.

A few hours later, sheltered by the stairway, Kross was among 
12 FDNY members and two others who emerged relatively un-
scathed.

Kross later donated the black FDNY lieutenant helmet he 
wore on 9/11 to the National September 11 Memorial & Muse-
um at ground zero.

West Haven observed the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11 
att acks with a fl ag-raising ceremony at the Bradley Point Park 

See 9/11 page 10

Photo by Andrew Kosarko

Retred FDNY survivor Mickey Kross bows his head as Mayor Dorinda Borer relates his per-
sonal story during the city’s annual 9/11 candlelight ceremony.

Kross’ story personalizes 9/11 tragedy

Bocce tournament returns to city!
Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Police Chief Joseph S. Per-
no, right, helps bocce com-
petitor Carly Schwartz of 
Team West Haven Inc. carry 
the Special Olympics torch 
during the opening ceremo-
ny of the Special Olympics 
Connecticut Unified Sports 
Fall Festival bocce competi-
tion at the Old Grove Park 
courts Saturday. Standing at 
attention holding an oversize 
American flag is the West Ha-
ven Fire Department Honor 
Guard, which presented the 
colors. Behind the torchbear-
ers are police escorts, from 
left, Officer Abdoul Aremu, 
Capt. Joseph Romano and 
Officer Rozimara Ramos.  See 
page 8 for more.
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On this Date
2010 -- Oil rig Deepwater 

Horizon is declared sealed. 
Thought to be one of the big-
gest accidents in the oil and 
gas industry, the Deepwater 
Horizon spill or the BP oil 
spill began on April 20, 2010, 
when an explosion destroyed 
the rig and killed 11 people.

2006 -- A Military coup 
overthrows the elected gov-
ernment in Thailand. Forc-
es loyal to General Sonthi 
Boonyaratglin overthrew the 
elected government of Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra 
and dissolved the parliament 
and the constitution.

1983 -- Saint Kitt s and Nev-
is gain their Independence 
from the British Crown. The 
fi rst Europeans set foot on the 
Island country in the West 
Indies in the late 15th cen-
tury during an expedition led 
by Columbus. In 1713, the 
control over the islands was 
passed from the French to the 
British.

Duo on pier 
Sept. 22

Chris Skeens and Joe La-
Dore will perform from 
9:30-11 a.m. Sept. 22 at the 
Oak Street pier, off  Captain 
Thomas Boulevard, as part 
of the city’s Acoustic Sunday 
Morning Concert Series.Grab 
a coff ee and a beach chair 
and chill out to covers of all 
genres — with the unique 
sound of a custom-made ca-
jon drum! — played by West 
Haven’s favorite smooth-sail-
ing duo.

Michael from the West Haven Community House After 
School Program is gett ing ready for the upcoming pumpkin 
season.

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

 
 

Amateur Baseball since 1933

60th Annual Gold Bat Awards 
Saturday, September 28, 2024  1- 4:00 p.m. 

 
Tickets: $60 pp 

 
West River Hall, 37 Orlando Street 

West Haven, CT 06516 

 
Tickets at WHTL.org

or email your ticket request to rcdepew@comcast.net

Seating is limited
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University of New Haven theater students are collaborating 

with the West Haven Historical Society on the annual Graveyard 

Lantern Tour. This spooky local event, which “resurrects” several 

long dead West Haveners who are buried in the graveyards in 

the center of town. Join the West Haven Community and get 

ready for Halloween!

GRAVEYARD 
LANTERN TOUR
Saturday, October 19
5–7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $5 for adults and $2 for 
children 12 and under. Tours begin 
at the Poli House at 686 Savin Ave.

A Partner in the Community

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX
 
State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

2001865

Combine and get in 
on the surprise.

Here’s the deal, our Home and Auto rates are already great. But when 
you combine with State Farm®, you can save even more. Call me to 
discover your surprisingly great rates on Home and Auto today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516
Bus: 203-932-0591

Tucker named to state’s opioid panel
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Gov. Ned Lamont has ap-

pointed Councilwoman Kath-
erine Tucker to serve on the 
state’s Opioid Sett lement Ad-
visory Committ ee.

Tucker, a Democrat rep-
resenting West Haven’s 7th 

District, is a board-certifi ed 
advanced practice registered 
nurse and the clinical pro-
gram director of outpatient 
programs at Yale New Haven 
Hospital’s Heart and Vascular 
Center.

She was notifi ed of her gu-
bernatorial appointment in a 

Sept. 6 lett er from Lamont.
“I have the honor and privi-

lege to appoint you to the Opioid 
Settlement Advisory Committee, 
as an individual representing mu-
nicipalities, to serve a term end-
ing on September 5, 2026, and 
until a successor is appointed and 
has qualifi ed,” Lamont said in 
the one-page lett er.

Tucker was recommended 
for the appointment by Mayor 
Dorinda Borer.

“I want to congratulate 
Councilwoman Tucker on her 
appointment by Governor 
Lamont,” Borer said. “Kathy 
has what it takes to properly 
advise this committ ee to en-
sure that Connecticut’s opioid 
sett lement money fl ows to the 
communities that need it most. 
I know she will serve our state 
and our city well.”

Borer said the state and its 
municipal health departments 
are receiving the sett lement 
money as part of a nationwide 
sett lement reached with drug-
makers and pharmaceutical 
companies for their roles in 
the national opioid crisis.

West Haven Health Direc-
tor Maureen B. Lillis said her 
department will use its por-
tion of the sett lement money 
to fund the city’s overdose 
awareness campaign and to 
help stop opioid addiction in 
West Haven.

Tucker has been a nurse for 
three decades. She earned a 
doctorate in nursing practice 
from Sacred Heart University 
and bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in nursing from Quin-
nipiac University.

A lifelong Westie, Tucker be-
gan her inaugural term on the 

City Council in March 2022 
and has been a champion for 
health, education, social jus-
tice and equality.

Tucker was named West Ha-
ven’s African American Citi-
zen of the Year in 2023 and is 
a former member of the city’s 
Board of Health.

Submitted Photo

West Haven Councilwoman Katherine Tucker, D-7.
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Howdy do, sweet! Here we 
are in the middle o’ Septem-
ber already. Things are gett ing 
back to normal. The kiddies 
have sett led into their school 
routines, and summer is wan-
ing and will offi  cially be over 
next week. But there’s still one 
right o’ summer that has to 
be played through, and that’s 
the Apple Festival, sponsored 
by the First Church parish. 
That seems to slam the lid on 
summer each year, and eff en 
mem’ry suits, there were some 
years the event brought the 
chill of fall with it. 

I remember one year it was 
quite cold on the old Green 
and eff en yew weren’t bun-
dled up, you’d feel it. Still at 
this time ‘o year the mornings 
are chilly and the days get al-
most hot. Enjoy the festival, 
and the weather whilst we 
can. Heaven knows we’ll be 
bolting the windows and turn-
ing on the heat soon enuff .

Here in the Asylum by the 
Sea things have been a bit qui-
et. Politically, things are really 
quiet. Methinks the boys and 
girls that run our politics are 
working on the national elec-
tion and staying away from 
the folderol that normally 
goes on in these parts.

I did notice that Ray Collins 
III, who is running as a GOPer 
in the 117th district, replacing 
Charlie Ferraro who is retiring 
after a good run, is advertis-

ing on the Internet. Yeah, even 
Cobina has to be on the web 
to see what’s going on in cer-
tain areas, and she noticed that 
Ray has some spots.

Of course, Ray got himself in 
trouble earlier in the summer 
and had to resign as a member 
of the police commish after a 
two-decade run. When that 
creep that tried to drown his 
kids was in lockup, Ray went 
in there and did what I think 
a lott a people wished they 
could. Still, it was not a good 
look.

Do I think that’ll hurt him? 
Nah. Like I said most people 
would’ve taken the oppor-
tunity eff en it arose. So, as 
a campaign isshew it’s not 
much of a much. Ray has gott a 
do what Charlie did and what 
his father, who held the seat at 
one time did – knock on doors 
and wear out the shoe leather. 

Meanwhile, like I said, much 
of the under-ticket election-
eering seems to be under the 
radar. Of course, as far as the 
other two districts in the city, 
they are held by Demmies, 
and have been since Fred and 
Barney were tooling around 
in Bedrock, so a “rose garden 
campaign” as they used to be 
called, is probably what is in 
the cards.

~~~
As yew’ll see this in the middle 

o’ the week once it’s posted, you 
will note that the city is going 

through another “Bulk Trash 
Week.” I can tell yew from ex-
perience in my own area o’ the 
city, people have been revving up 
fer this since the middle o’ last 
month. It’s amazing what people 
get rid of on Bulk Trash Week, 
and it usually extends well be-
yond the week itself.

But as Sammy Bluejay pointed 
out over tea last week, whilst the 
city posts the “hows” and “whys” 
of what will be acceptable and 
what won’t, dollars to doughnuts 
there are gonna be more than a 
few people who will put out trash 
that cannot be collected, and will 
be upset when it’s not picked up.

F’rinstance, boob tubes have 
not been picked up by trash haul-
ers ever in my recollecting, and 
the city makes it known in all 
its publicity about the week that 
TVs are not to be put on the curb. 
Of course, now the TVs ain’t the 
big pieces of furniture they were 
in our day, they are more just 
screens, but those screens have 
things in them that need special 
handline. Still, yew will see TVs 
on the curb, and they may be there 
for weeks before the homeowner or 
renter determines they are not go-
ing to be picked up. Same goes for 
other items the city can’t or won’t 
pick up. It must frustrate the 
hauler and the people in charge of 
the cityside. Eff en we’ve learned 
anything, people don’t pay at-
tention much, and then are upset 
because of what they don’t know.

~~~

I made mention to you in 
the last missive that Cobina 
is hearing rumblings about 
Quigley Stadium again. Nelly 
Nuthatch told me she’s heard 
the same and that an organi-
zation that has a big stake in 
the city is looking at Front Av-
enue in general, and it’s not 
who you think it might be. As 
the saying goes, right church, 
wrong pew.

But the subjeck has come 
up cuz the West Haven Twi-
light League, which is a tenant 
over there, has heard the same 
rumors. Trouble is, that same 
rumor has been going around 
for years, yet this time it seems 
to have a bit more staying 
power. Nelly was reminisc-
ing about the last time the city 
proposed gett ing rid of the sta-
dium, and then it had the old 
stands and looked quite bett er 
than it does these days.

In fack, that situation was 
quite a big story in town, and 
it probably cost Azelio “Sal” 
Guerra a thoid term in City 
Hall. Back then in 1989, the old 
Allingtown families were still 
around, and they were livid 
that one of their assets was 
gonna be put on the chopping 
block. There was a big rally in 
the stadium, and that ws real-
ly the event that seemed to put 
Clem Evangeliste on the map 
as the GOP contender.

The rest as they say is his-
tory. Clem was elected in a 
tight race, and eventually put 
the city into insolvency with 
a budget that double-counted 
funds. It was quite the mess. 
The GOP hasn’t recovered 
since. Those families, for the 
most part aren’t around any-
more, and the whole area has 
taken on a new feel. Eff en 
Quigley Stadium or Front Av-
enue go on the block, Cobina 
doubts there will be much of a 
brouhaha.

But staying on that area, 
when Nelly was discussing 
that we ventured to the “En-
terprise Zone” that was delin-
eated along the Front Avenue 
corridor. By my recollection, 
that was before COVID made 
the scene and is four or fi ve 
years ago now.

That was gonna off er tax 
incentives and land tracts 
to medical research and like 
biotech operations. Here we 
are some years later and not 
much has been done. One or 
two businesses that were in 
the city already have benefi t-
ted from the perks – and good 
for them – but like much of 
what happens when there is a 
big ballyhoo about something, 
not much happens. Pressers 
are called, big plans are an-
nounced, and then it’s put on 
the back burner. 

Staying in Allingtown, 
Nelly had a few more obser-
vations. The library and the 
fi re brigade were supposed to 
coalesce into one building op-

eration with the station on one 
side and the library on t’other. 
Nelly sez that the plan is still 
being worked on, and sup-
posedly, there might be some 
type of announcement sooner 
rather than later. With new 
people in the development of-
fi ces, one wonders eff en they 
are still gett ing their feet wet. 
We shall see soon enuff .

Finally, there is the former 
Forest Theater site. That was 
used as a staging area when 
the new look along the Boston 
Post Road was being built, and 
with the exception of the for-
mer drug store that closed, the 
area looks quite spiff y. Now, 
one wonders eff en anything is 
ever gonna be put on that site. 
The chatt er seems to be that 
eventually something will be 
done, but, like anything else, 
the construction would have 
to fi ll a need or whet an ap-
petite to get occupants. Bar-
ring that, we might see the 
area continue in its present 
state. Brick and mortar sites 
hafta have real tenants or they 
might just be ghost towns. Big 
cities are learning that in real 
time.

~~~
‘Twas nice to the Special Olym-

pics bocce tournament back at the 
Old Grove Park over the weekend. 
It brought back many memories of 
the 1995 World Games, when this 
area worked very hard to make the 
visitors to the Greater New Ha-
ven area very welcome. There was 
a bit of that this time, too.

The competitions went on and 
the public enjoyed the inten-
sity the athletes showed in their 
events. And eff en yew don’t think 
bocce is a big deal to some people, 
yew’ve never been down there on 
a summer’s even when some big 
contests are being competed. It 
could get heated.

Still there was none of that, but 
there was good fun and good cheer 
all over the venue. Nice to see the 
event back after a nine-year hia-
tus. There are some things that 
just seem right, and the city host-
ing that event is one of them.

~~~
Cobina is still not happy about 

them tearing down the old Wash-
ington School, but she is marvel-
ing at the way the new building is 
going up. I mentioned this to yew 
back in the midsummer. I know a 
lott a the components are prefabri-
cated, and it gives the whole feel 
of the construction as a bit of a big 
Erector Set. 

Tennyrate, while we some-
times wonder eff en any con-
struction is going to happen 
in these parts (see above) this 
seems to be going along about 
as smoothly as could be, and 
the May 2025 deadline seems 
to be quite workable. That 
alone is something to be mar-
veled at. We shall see.

~~~
Mitt  luff  und kizzez,

Dear Felicia

Cobina
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Gripe Vine Readers:
In my last column I received 

a response from West Haven’s 
mayor, Dorinda Borer, relating 
to an improvement to the city’s 
Senior Center. Complaints 
arrived from readers who 
felt a cleanup of the facility, 
additional seating in the lobby 
and improvements in the 
refreshment and recreational 
areas.  

Included in the response 
from the mayor were 
indications of a move in 
2025 to the Malloy School, 
improvements to both the 
condition of the center as well 
as additional lobby seating 
and a new Bingo machine and 
ice machine.

Following publication of 
this information I received the 
following lett er from a reader:

Dear Eleanore Turkington:
The former Noble School, 

located at the corner of 
Noble Street and Washington 
Avenue, is the site of, among 
other things, educational and 

daycare services for preschool 
children. 

During the morning rush and 
throughout the day, families 
are att empting to escort 
their small children into the 
building.  Parking is extremely 
limited on the Noble Street 
side and prohibited along 
the southbound Washington 

Avenue side of the building, 
with police enforcement of 
the parking ban.  Families 
must therefore park across 
Washington Avenue from 
the school and risk walking 
across Washington Avenue 
to drop off  or pick up their 
children.  The risk here is the 
presence of speeding and/or 
distracted drivers, of which 
there are many.  Sooner or 
later, someone is very likely to 
be injured or killed.

Before that happens, 
why can’t speed bumps be 
installed?  Of course that 
would take time.  Meanwhile, 
it would also be wise and 
quick to install a stop sign 
on Washington Avenue 
northbound and southbound 
at the corner of Blohm Street, 
to regulate the fl ow of traffi  c. 
A greater police presence on 
behalf of these young families 
would also make a lot of sense. 

We hope that you can fi nd 

a sympathetic and responsive 
ear at city hall before this 
inevitably becomes a tragedy.

Concerned Parents
~~~

You may send your gripes 
to Gripevine4wh@yahoo.
com, or mail them to West 
Haven Voice, 840 Boston Post 
Road, West Haven 06516. 
Please include your name, 
address, and phone number 
or email address, kept in strict 
confi dence with me.

ELEANORE TURKINGTON

VFW Post 9422 is sponsoring several scholarship programs 
for West Haven, Connecticut students in grades 6-12.  Each of 
the scholarship programs incorporates a patriotic theme. Prizes 
are progressive and awarded at local, district, state and national 
levels. 

West Haven Memorial Post 9422 will award $100 to the winner 
from each school that will then advance to the district level.

Patriot’s Pen - This scholarship program is a youth essay open 
to 6th, 7th and 8th grade students.  The theme for this year’s essay 
is “My Voice in America’s Democracy?” 

Entries may earn more than $5,000 to be used to further the 
student’s education. 

The deadline for submission to the Post is October 31, 2024.
Voice of Democracy - This scholarship program is an oral 

essay open to 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grade students.  The theme 
for this year’s essay is “Is America Today Our Forefathers’ 
Vision?” 

Entries may earn more than $35,000 to be used to further the 
student’s education. 

The deadline for submission to the Post is October 31, 2024.
Information and a scholarship application can be found on 

the VFW website:
 htt ps://www.vfw.org/community/youth-and-education/

youth-scholarships
Or contact: VFW West Haven Memorial Post 9422, 233 Spring 

St. West Haven 06516, Angelo Narduzzo, Scholarship Program 
Chairman, (203) 887-1967, angelonarduzzo@sbcglobal.net.             

VFW post sponsoring
scholarship essays

Pumpkin Patch planned Oct. 5
Sisters with a New Att itude support group is sponsoring a 

Community Pumpkin Patch at Glade Street Park on Saturday, 
Oct. 5, from noon-4. Pumpkin Picking, a sack race, face paint-
ing and arts and crafts will be part of the att ractions. The event 
hopes to off er a fun time to those children who lack the trans-
portation or funds to att end such events outside the city.

Donations are being accepted and may be sent to: swananew-
esthaven00@yahoo.com, please put in the subject line: pumpkin 
patch.

Sight support group meets monthly
“Our Journey of Sight” is a low-vision/blind support group 

meeting at the West Haven Public Library, 300 Elm St on the 
third Friday of each month. The time is 10-noon. For more infor-
mation, contact Richard Howard, (203) 214-7631. 
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Where is our National honor?
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
What happened to national 

honor?
Famously, a message from 

President Theodore Roos-
evelt’s Secretary of State, John 
Hay, electrifi ed the 1904 Re-
publican convention: “This 
Government wants Perdicaris 
alive or Raisuli dead.”

Ion Perdicaris, a wealthy 
Greek-American, had been 
kidnapped in Morocco by 
a bandit named Ahmed al-
Raisuli. Hay’s line served as 
a U.S. ultimatum to bring the 
aff air, after the United deploy-
ment of the U.S. Navy to Mo-
rocco and drawn-out negotia-
tions, to a conclusion. 

We’ve come a long way from 
the time when the kidnap-
ping of one American, whose 
citizenship was actually a litt le 
murky, elicited a thunderous 
reaction as a matt er of national 
principle.  

Needless to say, no one 
is ever going to mistake Joe 
Biden for TR, one of the most 
compelling fi gures in Ameri-
can history, but the president 
couldn’t be a bett er represen-
tative of our att enuated sense 
of national honor. 

A terrorist group killed and 
kidnapped U.S. citizens and 
is still holding them in hor-
rifi c conditions, and the U.S. 
government has been doing a 
tap dance between the terror-
ists and an Israeli government 
fi ghting and bleeding to try to 
save them. 

U.S. offi  cials condemn 
Hamas, yet there is none of 
the righteous fury one would 
expect of a government whose 
citizens have been subjected to 
such grotesque mistreatment. 

When Hamas murdered 
Hersh Goldberg-Polin in cold 
blood, President Biden blamed 
Israeli Prime Minister Bibi Ne-
tanyahu for his recalcitrance 
in negotiations -- even though 
Hamas took the hostages, 
Hamas has refused to release 
them, Hamas has a policy of 
killing them if there is some 
chance they could get rescued, 
and Hamas threatens to do the 
same again. 

We’ve imposed no signifi -
cant consequences on Iran 
for its sponsorship of a terror 
group with American blood 
on its hands. 

We are mealy-mouthed and 
skitt ish, a super power con-
strained by its unwillingness 
to fully take its own side in a 
fi ght. 

We should feel a profound 
sense of national embarrass-
ment, but Joe Biden doesn’t 
embarrass easily. He left U.S. 
citizens behind in Afghanistan 
and has failed to neutralize a 
rag-tag band of rebels who 
continue to disrupt shipping 
in the Red Sea despite the 
presence of the U.S. Navy.

Back in 1904, when Perdica-
ris was released and saw U.S. 
vessels in the water outside 
Tangier, he exulted at “such 
proof of his country’s solici-
tude for its citizens and for the 

honor of its fl ag.”
Biden is now falling short 

not just of the TR standard, 
but that set by Lord Palmer-
ston, the great British foreign 
secretary, under much less 
provocation. In 1850, Palmer-
ston sent the Royal Navy to 
vindicate the interests of Da-
vid Pacifi co, a British citizen 
and Jew born in Gibraltar, who 
was seeking recompense from 
the Greek government for the 
destruction of his property. 

Responding to his critics, 
Palmerston delivered a nearly 
fi ve-hour speech describing 
the question in the matt er as, 
“whether, as the Roman, in 
days of old, held himself free 
from indignity, when he could 
say Civis Romanus sum [I am 
a Roman citizen]; so also a Brit-
ish subject, in whatever land 
he may be, shall feel confi dent 
that the watchful eye and the 
strong arm of England, will 
protect him against injustice 
and wrong.”

Of course, the sentiments of 
Hay and Palmerston are from 
long ago. It is likely that Joe 
Biden and the people around 
him feel about those att itudes 
the way John Kerry felt af-
ter Vladimir Putin went into 
Ukraine the fi rst time in 2014: 
“You just don’t, in the 21st 
century, behave in 19th cen-
tury fashion.” 

National honor, in any ro-
bust sense, presumably strikes 
them as atavistic and chau-
vinistic, too simplistic and 

See Lowry, page 7

City welcomes tourney
After a nine-year hiatus, Special Olympics Con-

necticut came back to West Haven. The return of its 
annual Unifi ed Sports Fall Festival and its Fall Fes-
tival bocce competition came back to the Old Grove 
Park bocce courts last weekend. It certainly brought 
back memories to many hundreds of Westies who 
helped make the city part of the Special Olympics 
World Games in 1995.

For those many who remember the time leading 
up to the 1995 games, several cities participated in 
the preparation, and none more so than West Haven. 
It was there that a special bond grew between the 
Special Olympics organizers and the city’s residents. 
The last time the bocce tournament was held here 
was 2015.

While the Special Olympics, state, regional and in-
ternational, are geared for those with special needs, 
the competition is no less fi erce, focused, and intense 
than one would expect in any tournament play. The 
rules are the rules, and the players abide by them.

Hundreds came out last weekend to be part of the 
opening ceremonies and the competition itself and 
rekindled the relationship the city has with these 
athletes and their families.

The city did itself proud, giving a great venue with 
wonderful support to those competing. It was a day 
of pride not only for the athletes, but for the city, 
which, once again, showed it welcomes all and sun-
dry to enjoy our shore and what the city has to offer. 

The city’s new slogan, “West Haven: the shore and 
so much more” really stood up.

Congratulations to the organizers, who came back 
to West Haven, and a special thanks to the people 
behind the scenes in various city departments who 
made it all possible for the competitors.

It was a special weekend, indeed, and one we hope 
is repeated in years to come.

History shapes now
Last week, the city remembered. As it has done for 

more than two decades, September 11, or 9/11 as it 
is called, was commemorated by ceremonies on the 
Boardwalk. It is there that the attack on that date in 
2001 memorializes those fi rst responders who per-
ished, along with the city’s only victim, Richard S. 
Gabrielle.

It has been 23 years since that day, and a genera-
tion of residents have grown up in its aftermath. Like 
many historic events, this seems like just that, an 
historic event to those residents. That is why keeping 
remembrances such as what happened last week is 
important. 

Historic events transform lives, those of us who re-
member 9/11 were changed in some ways, our way 
of life was altered in great and small particulars. The 
events of that date and others must be remembered 
so those growing up later may understand its signifi -
cance, and how it changed the world forever.

Too many people like to believe they are unaffected 
by world events, but we all are changed. The new 
generations must understand that. Historic events 
such as 9/11 are not events that stand alone. 

The world changed after 9/11 and those changes 
went beyond the single event. New generations must 
learn about those events and the events that fol-
lowed. Only then can they fully grasp the reasons 
the world is the way it is today.
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Continued from page 6
unyielding for the demands of our complicated times. Hamas, 
though, isn’t playing by 21st-century rules. It is acting by the 
same bloody-minded imperatives of barbarians from any time 
or place. We may think we are responding with great subtlety 
and sophistication, but we shouldn’t be surprised if they con-
sider us weaklings and fools.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2024 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Lowry: National honor

By John Stanford
Guest Column
The White House could 

soon fi nalize a proposal that 
would shift the venture capital 
investment landscape in fi elds 
like renewable energy, quan-
tum computing, national se-
curity, and life sciences. If the 
plan moves ahead, high-tech 
entrepreneurs may not be able 
to raise the capital needed to 
develop the cutt ing-edge tech-
nologies of the future.

The proposal centers on the 
1980 Bayh-Dole Act, which al-
lows universities, federal labs, 
and businesses to fi le pat-
ents for any discoveries they 
make with the help of federal 
funding. Prior to the law, any 
patents resulting from tax-
payer funding automatically 
belonged to the government, 
and billions of dollars’ worth 
of research simply gathered 
dust.

Translating these early-
stage discoveries into tangible 
products that benefi t the pub-
lic is no easy feat. For instance, 
converting a novel chemical 
compound created in a univer-
sity lab into a life-saving medi-
cine could easily cost over $2 
billion -- which is why fi rms 
often depend on the help of 
venture capital investors.

How do venture capital 
fi rms decide which opportuni-
ties to invest in? 

There are many consider-
ations, but patents and other 
forms of intellectual property 
are often the determinative 
factor. On average, patent-
owning fi rms are 47% more 
likely to secure venture capital 
funding.

Without secure patent rights, 
the already risky process of 
creating a breakthrough in-
vention based on early-stage 
federally funded research 
could become practically in-
tolerable for many visionary 
start-ups and the venture capi-
talists they rely on. 

That’s precisely why the 
new proposal has alarmed 
many venture capital inves-
tors who specialize in high-
tech, patent-intensive fi elds.

The plan encourages federal 
agencies to relicense patents 
linked with government fund-
ing if the price of a resulting 

product is deemed “unrea-
sonable.” The plan hinges 
on Bayh-Dole’s “march-in” 
clause, which empowers the 
government to ignore ex-
clusive patent licenses in ex-
tremely rare circumstances 
specifi ed in the law. None of 
those circumstances relate to 
price.

From the venture capital 
perspective, the guidance risks 
turning federally funded pat-
ents into liabilities rather than 
opportunities. If exclusive pat-
ent licenses can be voided on a 
whim, it’s practically inevita-
ble that many venture capital 
fi rms will seek out less risky 
investment opportunities.

Offi  cials have touted the 
march-in measure as primarily 
a drug pricing reform. But life 
sciences is far from the only 
sector the proposal would af-
fect. Fields like quantum com-
puting, artifi cial intelligence, 
and renewable energy benefi t 
signifi cantly from federally 
funded research -- and compa-
nies in those industries would 
face the same, if not greater, 
risk of losing venture funding.

After months of warnings 
from pioneering start-ups and 
the venture capitalists that 
support them, more than two 
dozen members of Congress, 
including nine Democrats, 
have signed a lett er asking 
the president to rescind the 
march-in plan. The lawmakers 
cautioned that the plan “will 
hamstring U.S. innovation to 
the advantage of our competi-
tors and adversaries.”

They’re right. The march-in 
proposal signals to venture 
capital investors that the pat-
ent rights behind federally 
backed inventions may no lon-
ger be secure. Without venture 
capital -- which backs com-
panies that account for 80% 
of the nation’s private-sector 
R&D spending -- America’s 
innovation potential will be 
wasted. Consumers will lose 
access to benefi cial technolo-
gies, including life-saving 
drugs, as a result.

Fortunately, offi  cials in 
Washington still have time to 
withdraw the plan before it 
erodes the investment rela-
tionships that visionary entre-
preneurs and venture capital 

investors have worked for de-
cades to build. Let’s hope they 
do. 

John Stanford is executive di-
rector of Incubate, a Washing-
ton-based coalition of early stage 

life-science investors. This piece 
originally ran in RealClearMar-
kets.

Biden plan can change investing
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Special Olympians make return
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
More than 150 athletes com-

peted in the Special Olympics 
Connecticut Fall Festival bocce 
competition at the city’s Old 
Grove Park courts Saturday 
and Sunday.

The 2024 Unifi ed Sports 
Fall Festival tournament, 
presented by Mohegan Sun, 
showcased Special Olympians 
from several teams statewide, 
including West Haven, Ham-
den, North Haven, Westport 
and New Milford.

The opening ceremony, held 
on the grounds of the historic 
shoreline park Saturday morn-
ing, included a presentation of 
the colors by the West Haven 
Fire Department Honor Guard 
and the singing of the national 
anthem by West Haven High 
School sophomore Barrett  
Welch.

It also included remarks by 
Mayor Dorinda Borer, master 
of ceremonies Lisa Kovlakas, a 
member of the Special Olym-
pics Connecticut board of di-
rectors, and Katie Dennett , 
Special Olympics’ director of 
partnerships and corporate 
relations. Kovlakas is ESPN’s 
manager of strategic partner-
ships and corporate citizen-
ship.

Borer thanked Special 
Olympics Connecticut for 
choosing West Haven as the 
host site and organizing the 
bocce competition. The mayor 
also welcomed the hundreds 
of athletes and their families 
to the city.

“We’re going to be cheering 
you on!” said Borer, who re-
ceived a framed certifi cate of 
thanks from Kovlakas on be-
half of Special Olympics Con-
necticut President and CEO 
Michael B. Mason.

The ceremony was att ended 
by state Rep. Bill Heff ernan, 
D-West Haven, and Council-
men Gary Donovan, D-4, and 
Mackie McMillian, D-5.

As DJ Steve Gourdier played 
Tina Turner’s “The Best,” boc-
ce competitor Carly Schwartz  
of Team West Haven Inc. car-
ried the Special Olympics 
torch into the venue with West 
Haven Police Chief Joseph S. 

Perno. The torchbearers re-
ceived a police escort by Capt. 
Joseph Romano and Offi  cers 
Rozimara Ramos and Abdoul 
Aremu.

“Let the Games begin,” Kov-
lakas proclaimed.

The city last hosted the boc-
ce competition nine years ago. 
The courts, six in all, were do-
nated and constructed by Spe-

cial Olympics Connecticut for 
the Special Olympics World 
Games bocce competition in 
July 1995. In addition to the 
bocce competition in West Ha-
ven, sailing took place at The 
Wadawanuck Club in Ston-
ington, softball at the Pratt  & 
Whitney Aircraft Club in East 
Hartford and golf at Sleeping 
Giant Golf Course in Hamden.

On Sept. 28-29, the croquet 
competition will take place at 
the Ocean House in Rhode Is-
land.

Special Olympics Con-
necticut provides year-round 
sports training and compe-
titions for more than 12,000 
athletes of all ages with intel-
lectual disabilities and Unifi ed 
Sports partners — their team-

mates without disabilities.
Through the joy of sport, 

the Special Olympics move-
ment transforms lives and 
communities statewide and in 
190 countries worldwide by 
promoting good health and 
fi tness and inspiring inclusion 
and respect for people of all 
abilities, on and off  the play-
ing fi eld.

Photos by Michael P. Walsh

Above --An enthusiastic, fi st-
pumping Team West Haven 
Inc. is joined by, from right, 
state Rep. Bill Heff ernan, 5th 
District Councilman Mackie 
McMillian, Mayor Dorinda 
Borer and 4th District Coun-
cilman Gary Donovan. Left 
--  A Special Olympics Con-
necticut athlete throws a 
bocce ball during the bocce 
competition at the Old Grove 
Park courts. 

Submitted Photo

Class of ‘74
The West Haven High School Class 

of 1974 recently celebrated its 50th re-
union weekend. The class enjoyed a 
fi rst night at the West Haven Elks, fol-
lowed by a dinner at Lorenzo’s, and a 
class picnic at Painter Park. On hand 
was a special visit by the West Haven 
Blue Devil.
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Visit TheShopsatYale.com/ChalkArt for details.

N E W  H A V E N

Chalk Art Festival
Join The Shops at Yale for the 7th Annual New Haven Chalk Art Festival 

from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm on Saturday, October 12th (rain date 10/13). 

More than 65 amateur and professional artists will compete for $2,800 in 

prizes, including $1,000 to Hull’s Art Supply & Framing. Enjoy live jazz,

free kettle corn, craft activities, a Family Fun Zone with a professional 

art instructor, free parking, and much more!
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represent a new deposit to New Haven Bank. 

203.285.6490 | newhavenbank.com
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5.00%
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On Your Terms.
Set aside money and watch 
it grow. Move closer to your 

that is comfortable for you!
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Choose your CD term
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New Haven | 299 Whalley Ave.
West Haven | 636 Campbell Ave.
or visit newhavenbank.com
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Continued from page 1
fl agpole, followed by the candlelight vigil at the Richard S. Ga-
brielle Sept. 11 Memorial on the boardwalk next to the former 
Savin Rock Conference Center.

Members of the West Haven Rotary Club distributed candles 
and programs at the granite monument, which was paid for by 
the service club in 2002. It was designed by Harold J. Schaller of 
H.K. Peacock Memorials Inc. in Valhalla, New York.

Gabrielle, 50, of West Haven, was killed during the att ack on 
the twin towers. An insurance broker at Aon Corp., he was last 
seen on the south tower’s 78th fl oor.

Rick Spreyer, Borer’s chief of staff , served as the master of cer-
emonies of the fl ag-raising and vigil.

The fl ag-raising by the West Haven Fire Department Honor 
Guard honored the memory of the nearly 3,000 people who died 
in the att acks and included remarks by city and state leaders, in-
cluding Borer and Reps. Charles J. Ferraro, R-West Haven, and 
Bill Heff ernan, D-West Haven.

It also included the national anthem and “God Bless America” 
sung by West Haven High School senior Zoe Powell.

The vigil featured a presentation of the colors by the West Ha-
ven Police Honor Guard, taps played by retired West Shore Fire 
Department Lt. Kevin McKeon and a remembrance prayer by 
Vertical Church Senior Pastor Ken Vance, as well as Celtic folk 
performances by Irish singer-songwriter Liz McNicholl, includ-
ing “The Bravest,” a tribute to the heroes of 9/11.

It also included a wreath-laying and a performance of “Amaz-
ing Grace” by the New Haven County Firefi ghters Emerald So-
ciety Pipes & Drums.

Declared Patriot Day by Congress in 2002, the city fl ew fl ags 
at half-staff  in recognition of the National Day of Remembrance.

Photo by Andrew Kosarko

People hold candles at the Richard S. Gabrielle Sept. 11 Me-
morial on the boardwalk to mark the 23rd anniversary of the 
9/11 att acks. Members of the West Haven Rotary Club distrib-
uted the candles at the granite monument, which was paid for 
by the service club in 2002. Gabrielle, 50, of West Haven, was 
killed during the 2001 att ack on the twin towers in New York’s 
World Trade Center complex. An insurance broker at Aon 
Corp., he was last seen on the south tower’s 78th fl oor.

9/11:  City remembers

Troop 821, sponsored by the City of West Haven Fire De-
partment – Allingtown, participated in a camping trip at the 
Webster Scout Reservation in Ashford.  During the week-long 
outing, the all-Girls troop representing West Haven was award-
ed the Tantaquidgeon Cup named in honor of Chief Harold A. 
Tantaquidgeon of the Mohegan Tribe. The “T” – Cup as it is 
frequently referred to as is bestowed on the Troop that leads the 
camp in Scout Spirit and Enthusiasm and is considered as the 
troop that performed as “Best in Show.”

Troop 821 is brand new to the Webster Scout Reservation, 
and in fact are brand new to Scouting in America.  The Award 
literature states; “This troop has only been in existence for about 
a year, and have taken to the program like “ducks to water”.  
They have enthusiastically jumped into every aspect of camp 
and are willing to give of themselves, like real team players”.

The T-Cup Trophy has been given to the department and 
will proudly be displayed in a prominent location at Fire Head-
quarters.    

Troop wins ‘T’ Cup



Evergreen Cemetery & Crematory
We’re Here When You Need Us

• Cremation (Choose to be cremated at Evergreen.)
• Columbarium in the Most Beautiful Cremation Garden

• Reserve your Niche in a secure location pre-need.
• Reserve a Niche for family and friends or purchase a Niche

at-need to safely secure your loved one in the Columbarium.
• Burial Lots (infant, single, two-grave, or four-grave)
• Monuments & Markers (black, gray, or pink granite)
• Flower program (single or multiple placement)
•

website.

769 Ella T. Grasso Boulevard, New Haven CT 06519
203.624.5505 or evergreencem.org 
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Episcopal Ministry in West Haven ssince 1723 
 
 

AANNUAL MUM SALE 

FFriday, Septtember 27th  3:30 pm tto 55:30 pm  

Saturday, September 288, 2024  10::00 am to  3::00 pm 

CCHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

228 CHURCH STREET, WEST HAVEN 

WWe are the brown stone church across from the West Haven Green. 

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Lt. Gov. Susan Bysiewicz, state Veterans Aff airs Commis-

sioner Ronald M. Welch and Mayor Dorinda Borer rolled out 
the red carpet for the city’s Vietnam War-era veterans during a 
ceremony at West Haven High School on Monday night.

In front of a patriotic crowd in the school auditorium, the 
“West Haven Vietnam-era Veterans Awards Ceremony” hon-
ored 148 West Haven veterans, men and women, who served in 
the U.S. armed forces from 1961 to 1975.

Hundreds of family members applauded as the veterans — 
some wearing military uniforms, some fi ghting back tears — 
received a citation for their service from Bysiewicz and Welch, 
and a certifi cate of appreciation from Borer for “your contribu-
tions to the nation in the U.S. armed forces and your bravery 
during the Vietnam War era.”

Vets also received a commemorative “Vietnam Veteran” pin 
from the lieutenant governor and the commissioner.

The more than two-hour ceremony included poignant re-
marks by Bysiewicz, Welch, Borer, and West Haven Democratic 
State Reps. Treneé McGee and Bill Heff ernan.

“We are here to recognize and celebrate West Haven’s Viet-
nam and Vietnam-era veterans,” Bysiewicz said. “Please give 
them a round of applause!”

The lieutenant governor continued: “We are so honored to be 
here in the company of a generation of men and women who 
had to go through a very diffi  cult and challenging period in our 
country’s history and in the presence of people who actually 
served in Vietnam, who had to endure some very big challeng-
es, like pounding monsoon rains, very intense urban combat, 
stifl ing jungle heat and exposure to toxic chemicals, like Agent 
Orange.

“Also, it was a very diffi  cult time in our country’s history be-
cause, sadly, the American people were divided in their opin-
ions about the war, and sadly and wrongly, they often took their 
displeasure with the war out on the people who were sacrifi cing 
and risking their lives to guard the very precious freedoms that 
we are so blessed to have in our country.”

Bysiewicz, who thanked Borer and City Hall employees for 
organizing and hosting the event, also underscored the two 
qualities of Vietnam veterans: resilience in the face of great dif-
fi culty and danger and a continued commitment to service.

The ceremony commenced with a presentation of the colors 
by the West Haven Police Honor Guard and followed with the 
singing of the national anthem by West Haven High sophomore 
Paige Kenny.

Army veteran Edward Wolkovitz  led the crowd in reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance and read “My Guardian,” a poem he wrote 
two years ago about his experience in Vietnam. The specialist 
fi rst class served in the 9th Infantry Division in southern Viet-
nam’s Mekong Delta during the Tet Off ensive.

Borer thanked Bysiewicz and Welch, as well as McGee and 
Heff ernan, for the good work they do for Connecticut’s veter-
ans.

The mayor also thanked West Haven Municipal Veterans 
Rep. Rich Deso and the members of West Haven Vietnam Vet-
erans Inc., which was represented by President Dave Ricci, who 
served in the Marine Corps, and Treasurer Steve Carney, who 
served in the Army.

“Tonight, with great reverence, we celebrate you, our Viet-
nam veterans, and commemorate the valor of a generation of 
men and women who served with honor,” Borer said. “I join 
the residents of our great city in paying solemn tribute to you, 
our proud veterans — men and women who left their families 
to serve courageously in the era of the Vietnam War. Today and 
every day, we strive to be worthy of your sacrifi ce.”

The mayor continued: “The Vietnam War is a story of patri-
ots. Through more than a decade of combat over air, land and 
sea, they upheld the highest traditions of the armed forces, and 
more than 58,000 sacrifi ced all they had and all they would ever 
know in service to their country.

“Our hearts break and continue to break for the mothers, the 
fathers, the siblings and the friends of all that did not see their 
loved one return.”

According to Bysiewicz, 612 state residents died in the Viet-
nam War, including three from West Haven.

Borer also paid tribute to those who were prisoners of war 
and those who served and never returned home. National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day is observed annually on the third 
Friday of September, “and that’s w hy we chose this week to 
honor you,” the mayor said.

148 vets honored
in city ceremony
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Photo courtesy of Steven R. Mullins

Supplies 
for new year

Members of the West Ha-
ven Lions Club presented 
school supplies to West Ha-
ven Youth and Family Ser-
vices Director Diane Deitman 
before the start of the school 
year.  West Haven Lions 
and New Haven Bank Do-
nate School Supplies. From: 
Left to Right are Lions Club 
President Steven R. Mullins, 
Deitman,  New Haven Bank 
Customer Relations Repre-
sentative Ann-Marie Del-
isser, New Haven Bank Head 
Teller Paul Gwlazdowski and 
Lions Club Vice President 
Richard Deso.

Christine Ruggiero 
marks 100th birthday

West Haven Senior Center member Christine Ruggiero re-
ceives a citation in honor of her 100th birthday from Mayor 
Dorinda Borer during a celebration with fellow members Sept. 
10. Borer recognized the centenarian and “avid bingo player” 
for “leading a remarkable life.” Reading the citation, the may-
or said, “Your rich legacy is a source of inspiration for all Wes-
ties and is rooted in the heart of the American spirit.” 
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Historian’s corner                  Historian’s corner                  By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

This week we present a young 
girl’s memories of a long-ago 
summer day, spent at Savin Rock.  
Our thanks to Valerie Forte for 
this story, writt en by her mother, 
the late Lorett a BonTempo Forte:

On Derby Avenue across 
from the Maltby Lake falls 
stands a brick building that 
was a landmark to those of us 
who resided near-by.

It was the Doherty and Scott  
Garage, and Mr. Doherty and 
Mr. Scott , the proprietors, 
lived in side by side houses 
and were our neighbors, in the 
early 1920s.  Mr. Scott  lived 
in a large stone house and 
Mr. Doherty’s fi ne house was 
brown. 

As children we would walk 
up to the garage, there was no 
traffi  c then, and we’d pull our 
‘express’ wagon to bring them 
fresh fruit or vegetables from 
our garden.  My older broth-
ers also did errands for the ga-

rage owners.  
Mr. Scott  and his wife were 

especially kind and his ap-
pearance always reminded 
me of Santa Claus. They had 
no children of their own, that 
we ever knew, and I think they 
were especially fond of my 
brother Peter, and me, because 
we were litt le and I was sweet 
and shy.

One warm summer day 
Mrs. Scott  called my mother 
and asked if they could take 
Peter and me to Savin Rock.  
We would have the opportuni-
ty to ride through West Haven 
in their large Packard car. We 
quickly washed and put on 
our best clothes, my hair was 
tied back with a huge bow.

I remember seeing beautiful 
big houses along the water-
front, and we learned that our 
destination was Wilcox Pier 
Restaurant!  THE place to go!  
We had heard of the delicious 

ice cream that was elegantly 
served there. I know now that 
they were probably known for 
a more lavish cuisine, but we 
didn’t care – and it was a won-
derful warm day for a special 
treat – something we had also 
heard about, but never had, an 
ice cream soda!

Before our stop at Wilcox’s, 
however, we were taken to 
the “fl ying horses”, of course, 
I didn’t know that the horses 
actually ‘fl ew’ up and down, 
and I was a small child, so I 
didn’t actually ride a horse, 
I will now admit, I sat in one 
of the fancy big seats.  My 
brother Peter, who was a year 
younger, rode a horse that 
bobbed up and down.  Peter 
was more outgoing, so while 
Peter gleefully rode up and 
down, up and down, I sat and 
enjoyed my Merry-go-Round 
experience sitt ing next to the 
understanding Mrs Scott . 

Wilcox’s was known for 
the long pier that extended 
from the back porch of the 
restaurant for what seemed 
like miles and miles, or so it 
seemed to me on that day, 
out over the water. Peter ran 
ahead, we walked fairly far 
out, while I, fearing we’d fall 
off , (although there were rails 
on each side) held tightly to 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott ’s hands.   

I said that I was loving ev-
erything, and made sure to 
say “yes, Ma’m” “No, thank 
you, sir”, but I was glad when 
they fi nally said we’d sit on the 
porch and have our ice cream 
sodas. 

We sat at round tables and 
our sodas were delivered.  I 
don’t know WHAT I expected, 
but a tall, cold, frothy glass 
with a straw and a long spoon 
was brought to each of us.

I sipped it once, I sipped 
it twice…tears came to my 
eyes. It tasted of chocolate but 
very ‘sharp’! I was not used 
to the fi zz of the soda water 
that made it seem that way! I 
reached for my spoon and ate 
some of the ice cream, I would 
rather have died than admit I 
was not entirely pleased.  Pe-
ter, however, must have had 
the same anticipation for that 
sweet treat, and being more 
outspoken, he exclaimed, ‘this 
burns!”

The Scott s were dismayed 
that anything could be wrong 
with our sodas. I was embar-
rassed that Peter had revealed 
a fl aw in our special excur-
sion day so when they asked 
me how my soda was, I said, 
“It’s good!” Peter tried to sip 
his again, but the bubbles 
“burned his nose’, so Mrs. 
Scott  tasted Peter’s soda and 
pronounced it to be fi ne. 

So I tried mine again, and 

again, and fi nally I pro-
claimed, “Mine burns too!”

Mr. and Mrs. Scott  looked at 
us, then looked at each other, 
and decided to call it a day.   
We returned to the beautiful 
Packard touring car that they 
had and rode home.

Ma and Pa were waiting to 
greet us and hear about our 
exciting day.

They were a litt le surprised 
to hear from us that our fi rst 
glorious day at Savin Rock 
had come to a ‘”bitt er’ end!  
Peter exclaimed, after we had 
thanked Mr. and Mrs Scott  
and waved good-bye,  that 
they had bought us a treat that 
burned! That is my memory of 
my trip to Savin Rock, and a 
treat at Wilcox’s and my fi rst 
Ice cream soda.

Lorett a BonTempo Forte

Dan Shine is a columnist for 
the West Haven Voice, and lo-
cal history buff

Wilcox Pier arcade, and the famous Savin Rock Carousel.
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The second weekend of games of the Fall season of 
the West Haven Youth Soccer League saw some great 
weather and some great games.  The WH Federation 
of Teachers played WH Professional Firefi ghters, 
with the Teachers winning, 8-2. Adam Ourgani led 
the way, blocking multiple shots and demonstrat-
ing exceptional leadership skills. Mason Zielanski 
was relentless on defense, continuously disrupting 
the opposition. Alex Contreras impressive footwork, 
speed, and fearless play allowed him to make a sig-
nifi cant impact.  The Top Hat Dance Academy Prin-
cesses took on Porto Funeral Home, with the Prin-
cesses taking the win, 3-2.  P&B Express and Seacrest 
Retirement Center played to a 3-3 draw in a back and 
forth batt le.

Elsie Encarnacion State Farm Insurance dominated 
the fi eld with an impressive 8-1 win over Baybrook 
Remodelers. Marc Philogene and Rodger Rodriguez 
led the charge with three goals each, while Elias 
Quick-Kwadijk and Anthony Gambardella each add-
ed a goal to the tally. Aaron Alli’s pinpoint assist was 
instrumental in securing the team’s victory, while 
Aiden Garcia Rodriguez stood strong on defense, 
preventing Baybrook Remodelersfrom gaining any 
momentum. The Crushing Tigers, playing with uni-
ty and determination, showcased their teamwork 
and skill in this commanding performance.  The 
Seacrest Retirement Center Dragons lost a tough bat-
tle to Connex Credit Union 1-0, and American Fam-
ily Care beat RQ Accounting and Tax Services by the 
same score. 

The Gunning Law Firm had a match against Keen-
an Funeral Home Gray Wolves Saturday morning. 
Shavier Medley of The Gunning Law Firm hustled 
down the fi eld to score a contested goal. While Den-
zel Ortega had a wide-open fi nish that he buried.  
Keenan Funeral Home was too tough, and The Gun-
ning Law Firm lost the lost the game.  Physicians 
Physical Therapy tied Cappett a’s Italian Imports, 
2-2.  The York Business Center Lightning Fairies took 
on West Haven Police Local 895. Charlott e Murray 
was a determined goalie for the second half of the 
game, blocking many shots. Hamidat Tidjani had an 
overall great game as both a defender and forward. 
Riley Onde blocked every shot taken as goalie for 
the fi rst half and scored in the second half. Savannah 
Gilchrist, Laila Clayton, and Bianca Dinallo scored 
as well. 

The Keenan Funeral Home Gray Wolves, had a 
great showing as they played against Thorough Res-
toration with goals scored by Idris Green and Zayden 
Jordan. Excellent defensive play by Luca D’Elia and 
Oliver Hemming helped secure a win for the Gray 
Wolves.  Frankie’s of West Haven fell to George El-
lis Company, 4-2.  Taco Town and Stars Ice Cream 
played a tough game, with the Fightin’ Tacos win-
ning, 3-1.  The Milano & Wanat Navy Sharks won 1-0 
against Wizard Painting. Jude Charles had the lone 
goal. Jalen Hoskie Jr played amazing defense and 
Cyncere Harris showed great hustle.  The fi nal two 

games of the recreational weekend saw the Univer-
sity of New Haven Chargers take on the Law Offi  ce 
of Paul V. Carty and Stowe’s Seafood playing Mad 
Mike’s Cheesesteaks.  Both games ended in 3-3 ties.

The Vio’s Sports Plus West Haven U14 girls trav-
el team were on the road in North Branford Satur-
day, where they took home a 4-1 win. Alessia Co-
lett a, made some strong plays up and down the fi eld. 
Francesca DeMartino, Luciana Cappett a, Madison 
Marion, and Allyson Hernandez-Arce all scored 
for West Haven.  The Elite Soccer Camps West Ha-
ven U12 Boys Travel team hosted Southington Sun-
day afternoon, and defeated their league rival, 6-2.  
Roland Green had a fi rst half hat trick, and Mason 
DaSilva played some excellent passes to launch 
counteratt acks.  Jaxon Cruz was once again strong 
in net, while Seth Empric and Collin Gibbons held 
down the back line.

The West Haven Youth Soccer League kicked off  
its fall 2024 season on Sept. 7 with a full schedule of 
games.  The Gunning Law Firm U14 girls opened the 
season on the road in North Haven. Kylee McCoart 
had some solid plays for West Haven, but the Wes-
ties fell short, 4-0. On Sunday, the girls traveled to 
Madison where they put up a good fi ght but ended 
in a 5-0 loss. Luciana Cappett a and Celeste DiNallo 
worked hard in midfi eld, while Josylyn DaVila took 
charge of the defense.  

The Elite Soccer Camps U12 boys travel team 
opened the season with two wins.  On Saturday, the 
Westies hosted rival Guilford, and beat them, 5-3, in a 
back-and-forth batt le.  Adam Lankhantar opened the 
scoring and added a second later in the game.  Ryan 
Abekah was a threat throughout the game, fi nding 
the back of the net as well.  Colin Gibbons and Seth 
Empric were stalwarts on defense, and Mason DaSil-
va made some key passes from the midfi eld.  Ethan 
Fonseca and Joe Ruiz were both solid on and off  the 
ball for West Haven.  

On Sunday, the boys traveled to Ansonia and won, 
5-0.  Roland Green slott ed home the fi rst goal, and Ja-
cob Rader added one as well, gett ing the assist from 
Luca DeCrescenzo.  Jaxon Cruz had the shut-out in 
goal in the fi rst half and added to the scoring in the 
second half.  Taha Ozhen kept the shut-out going in 
goal in the second half.  Jax Guarino was stellar in 
midfi eld and on the backline, and Ben Trenchard 
played strong defense.  Matt eo D’Elia and Julian Cas-
tillo dictated play from the middle of the park.  

Taco Town team put in a great eff ort for the fi rst 
game of the season despite coming up short in a 6-2 
loss against Stars Ice Cream. Daimeon Griffi  n scored 
for Taco Town. Mateen Latif played great on defense 
while Gavin Lenihan hustled on off ense.  Eli’s Or-
ange won against the WH Professional Fire Fighters 
this past Saturday. The kids were happy to be back 
on the fi eld with goals scored by Abdsalam Naas, Di-
ego Oceguera, Tyreese Leach, Abdulrahman Naas, 
Adhan Beyah, Xander Estes, Joshua Roman, Mu-
hammadsaif Vahora. Holding down the defense with 

some great plays were Adhan Beyah and Xander Es-
tes.  Top Hat Dance Academy fell, 4-3, to a skilled RQ 
Accounting & Tax Services.  Baybrook Remodelers 
tied George Ellis Company 3-3, and the WH Federa-
tion of Teachers and the Law Offi  ce of Paul V. Carty 
played to a thrilling 5-5 draw.

Porto Funeral Home played a great game against 
Vio’s Sports Plus this past Saturday. The kids 
brought life into the game and had so much fun play-
ing. Goals were scored by Axle Carrozza, Vincent 
Iannucci, Connor Bova, and Elijah Seneca.  Thorough 
Restoration defeated Seacrest Retirement Home, 2-1, 
and Connex Credit Union defeated American Fam-
ily Care by the same score.   The University of New 
Haven Junior Chargers lost a nail biter to Stowe’s 
Seafood, 1-0.

There was an exciting season opener for the Cap-
pett a’s Italian Imports Strikers as they took on 
Frankie’s of West Haven. The game began with 
Brooklyn Papa showcasing her athletic ability and 
unwavering stamina as she pursued the ball up and 
down the fi eld. Papa was consistently creating op-
portunities for her teammates and Isabella Eche-
andia Ramirez capitalized on this, as she scored a 
goal in the fi rst half and showed off  her skill on the 
defensive side of the ball as well during this match 
up. These girls were eager to start the season, and it 
looks like it’s going to be a fun Fall for the team. P&B 
Express opened their season against Keenan Funeral 
Home on a solid note, with Masen Smith and Xavier 
Munoz-Montano both scoring multiple goals in the 
fi rst match of the Fall campaign.

The Milano and Wanat Navy Sharks won 4-0 
against Physicians Physical Therapy, as Jalen Ora 
and Will Marmelstein each scored a goal in the win. 
Jude Charles distributed the ball to his team mates 
unselfi shly. Carter Conelli played great in goal and 
on defense.  Elsie Encarnacion State Farm Insur-
ance opened the season with a thrilling 7-2 victory 
against Wizard Painting. Rodger Rodriguez set the 
tone early by scoring the fi rst goal, followed by Marc 
Philogene’s incredible four-goal performance. Ro-
driguez continued to shine with two assists and two 
additional goals, while Seth Feliciano and Nicholas 
Goncalves anchored the defense, keeping Wizard 
Painting at bay. Anthony Gambardella’s three assists 
further fueled the team’s momentum. The Crushing 
Tigers, as they proudly call themselves, showcased 
their unity and determination, dominating the fi eld 
from start to fi nish.

York Business Center opened the season against 
West Haven Police Local 895 with Laila Clayton 
playing an all-around great game and taking mul-
tiple shots at the net.  Savannah Gilchrist was a fear-
less goalie for the second half of the game. Riley 
Onde scored four goals, with an assist from Tahrielle 
Boyd.  Bianca Dinallo scored three goals and was a 
tough goalie for the fi rst half of the game.  In the fi nal 
match of the weekend, Mad Mike’s Cheesesteaks de-
feated the Purple Princesses, 3-1.

Youth Soccer kicks off fall season

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Unassisted!
Jaylyn Powell scores the 

fi rst of her two goals on a 
penalty kick, in the Blue Dev-
ils’ 3-2 loss at Lauralton. The 
Westies still are looking for 
that fi rst win at press time.
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Eight new inductees 
for ‘24 Hall of Fame

The West Haven Hall of Fame Committ ee has announced its 
newest inductees to be honored, Saturday, Nov. 23 at Amaran-
te’s Sea Cliff , 62 Cove St., New Haven.

The new soon to be inductees include Joseph Morrell, Sr. (Tin-
ker Blake Community Service Award), Kelly Last McLaughlin, 
Tommy Lawrence, Todd Williams, Tom DeMorro, Kelly Strat-
ton, Nicole Pacapelli, and Diana Pimer Ross. 

With eight new members, there will now be 211 inductees in 
the prestigious club since the start two decades ago.

Known for his work in volunteering for the community, Mor-
rell has quite an impressive resume. Morell was a founding 
member and vice-president of the New Haven Night Hawks 
traveling sports club, as well as a founding member of the West 
Haven Dugout Club.

Morrell dedicated time as a member of the West Haven Pen-
alty Box Club, as well as a member of the New Haven Hill Sec-
tion Reunion Committ ee.

Morrell was involved in Shore Haven Jr. Baseball for 43 years, 
15 as a coach and 28 as the commissioner of the league. The 
Shore Haven baseball complex is named after Morrell.

Pacapelli is a 2010 graduate and was a four-sport athlete at 
West Haven High. As a four-year varsity lett er winner and team 
captain for soccer, Pacapelli was a two-time All-SCC Quinnipi-
ac Division honoree, a two-time New Haven Register All-Area 
honoree, and a Connecticut High School Coaches All-State se-
lection. 

Pacapelli was a team captain and three-year lett er winner in 
basketball, a two-year lett er winner in track, and she ended her 
high school sports career lett ering in lacrosse. 

Pacapelli played one year of collegiate soccer at Stonehill Col-
lege, before transferring to the University of New Haven. Dur-
ing her three-year career at New Haven, Pacapelli was a two-
year captain and helped lead the program to 31 wins as she 
started all 55 games of her career. 

Pacapelli capped off  her career with an All-Northeast-10 Con-
ference selection, All-East-Region Selection, and an All-New 
England Selection.

DeMorro is a 2003 graduate who starred on the football fi eld 
and on the basketball court as the team’s point guard for three 
years. A 3-year varsity starter in football and captain in 2002-
2003, DeMorro was known for his elite skills and sure hands. 

Off ensively, DeMorro was a threat each time the West Haven 
passing att ack got going. Defensively, DeMorro holds the single 
season interception record with 10 in 2001, and career intercep-
tion record with 24. 

DeMorro was named to the New Haven Gridiron Club Levi 
Jackson All-Area Team, Connecticut Post All-Area Team, and 
was a Connecticut High School Coaches Association All-State 
Selection. The football star was also named the New Haven Reg-
ister Area Most Valuable Player, was named to the New Haven 
Register All-Area and All-State teams, and he was part of the 
2002 state champion team.

DeMorro went on to play at the collegiate level at Santa Mon-
ica College, where he was also a member of the track team. The 
West Haven star was part of the 2003 conference champions, 
playing in the California Beach Bowl. 

Lawrence is a 2009 graduate who starred on the baseball dia-
mond, leading the Westies to the state title that same year. 

A 2009 Preseason Perfect Game All-American, Lawrence did 
not disappoint as he fi nished the campaign with several individ-
ual awards to go with the state title. Those 2009 honors included 
Under Armour All-American, New Haven Register All-Area 
Most Valuable Player and All-State, Hartford Courant All-State 
and Most Valuable Player, and Connecticut Post All-State and 
Most Valuable Player. 

Lawrence was an All-Southern Connecticut Conference selec-
tion his sophomore through senior seasons, and was a key fi g-
ure in the 2009 state championship team on the mound, where 
he fi nished with a team-record in strikeouts with 124. 

Lawrence went on to play collegiately at the University of 
Maine, where he was the America East and ECAC Pitcher of the 
Year in 2013, was selected to the America East First Team in 2013 
and 2014, and was on the All-New England First Team in 2013. 

Lawrence went on to play in the Cape Cod League, before 
playing for several professional programs, including the Tampa 
Bay Rays.

Pimer Ross is a 2011 graduate who starred in swimming and 
track and fi eld, while also playing four years in the band. Swim-
ming for coaches Bob Pimer and Erin McCauley, Pimer Ross is 
the fi rst in school history to earn two All-State swimming titles 
in one season.

See Hall of Fame, page 17

WEST HAVEN PUBLIC LIBRARY
MAIN LIBRARY
300 ELM ST.

WEST HAVEN, CT 06516
(203)937-4233

CONNIE SACCO ROOM

www.westhavenlibrary.org

*No Registration*

Saturday, September 28th
@ 1PM

SEPTEMBER
MOVIE MATINEE
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Continued from page 20
Close led West Haven with 

seven kills, while Payne and 
Marquis each had fi ve kills. 
Payne also had four aces.  

West Haven fell to 0-6 with 
a 3-0 loss at Sacred Heart 
Academy Friday evening. The 
scores of the contest were 25-
22, 25-12, and 25-12.

The girls soccer team 
opened the season in exciting 

fashion. While it did not pro-
duce a win, there was an ex-
citing comeback and a stellar 
individual performance. 

Trailing 4-1 in the second 
half, the Westies rallied to tie 
Hamden, 5-5, in the season 
opener for both teams at Ham-
den High.

Senior Jaylyn Powell was 
the star of the game for the 
Westies as she scored all fi ve 

West Haven goals, includ-
ing four second half tallies to 
bring West Haven to a draw 
after falling behind early. 

Freshman Kylie Gibbons, ju-
nior Ericka Tighe, sophomore 
Amiyah Jones, and senior An-
nabelle Pasacreta all had as-
sists for the Westies. 

Freshman Lulu Sebas made 
three saves.

West Haven fell to 0-1-1 
with a 5-1 loss against Sacred 
Heart Academy. The defeat 
came in the home opener for 
the Westies. 

After scoring all fi ve of her 
team’s goals against Hamden 
in the season opener, Pow-
ell scored West Haven’s lone 
goal off  an assist from Amiyah 
Jones in the second half.

Sacred Heart Academy 
scored three times in the fi rst 
half and added two more in 
the second. Sebas made 15 
saves in the loss for West Ha-
ven.

West Haven fell to 0-2-1 
with a 5-2 loss at Jonathan 
Law.

Powell continued her torrid 
start to the season with her 
seventh goal in the fi rst three 
games.  Powell has scored 
seven of her team’s fi rst eight 
goals on the year. 

Senior Aylin Soto also 
scored for the Westies, while 
Tighe had an assist in the loss.

Emily Vella scored three 
times for Law, while Abby 
Merenda scored twice. Gabby 
Rodriguez made four saves 
in the win for Law, while the 
Westies had eight saves in the 

loss. 
West Haven fell to Laualton 

Hall, 3-2, in Milford, dropping 
the team to 0-3-1. The Westies 
scored once in each half on tal-
lies by Powell, but it was not 
enough in the defeat.

The boys soccer team 
opened the 2024 season 
against cross-town rival Notre 
Dame. The contest proved to 
be one-sided. 

Behind three goals from 
Christian Habiniak, the Green 
Knights rolled past West Ha-
ven, 7-0, at Veterans Field.

Notre Dame held a 17-8 shot 
advantage in the game. Ned 
Ramos recorded the shutout 
for the Green Knights with six 
saves, while Yahzeel Beyley 
had 10 saves in the loss for the 
Westies.

West Haven fell to 0-2 with 
a 2-0 loss against Guilford in 
West Haven’s home opener.

Guilford’s Stephano Jarrin 
scored twice and the Westies 
could not capitalize on their 
opportunities, outshooting 
Guilford, 10-8.

Beyley fi nished with six 
saves for West Haven, while 
Jameson Benben had seven 
saves for the Grizzlies. 

West Haven won its fi rst 
game of the season with a 3-0 
decision over Amity at home. 

West Haven took a 2-0 lead 
in the fi rst half as Bryan Monge 
scored an unassisted tally at 
the 23:18 mark, before senior 
Matt hew Hunter scored off  an 
assist from Monge at 28:30.

The Westies iced the game 
in the second half when se-

nior Walter Romero scored 
off  an assist from senior Ethan 
Masoperh at 66:00 mark. 

West Haven held a 15-7 
shot advantage in the contest. 
Beyley made fi ve saves in the 
shutout victory.

West Haven topped Ham-
den, 2-1, at Ken Strong Stadi-
um. Trailing 1-0 after Hamden 
scored at the 24 minute mark,  
the Westies scored twice in the 
second half to pick up the vic-
tory.

Hunter got the Westies even 
when he scored off  an assist 
from Bobby Severino at 66:32. 
Just 9:53 later, West Haven 
took the lead for good when 
Youssouf Keira scored off  an 
assist from Aidan Panton at 
76:25.

The Westies held a 12-7 shot 
advantage in the contest. Bey-
ley made six saves in the win 
for the Westies.

The West Haven girls swim 
team opened the 2024 sea-
son with a meet in Milford 
against Foran. Winning just 
four events, the Westies fell 
to Foran, 84-76, in the season 
opener for both teams.

Freshman Sophia DeLauri 
won two events for the Wes-
ties, taking home the top spot 
in the 100 fl y in 1 minute, 17.85 
seconds, and the 100 breast-
stroke in 1:27.52. 

Freshman Natalia Lowe 
won the 100 backstroke in 
1:23.81, while the 400 free relay 
team of seniors Emily Guthrie, 
Caly Nyack, Olivia DeLauri, 
and Amanda Fagnani won in 
4:56.11. 

Westies: Boys’ soccer drops Amity, 3-0

Photos by Todd Dandelske

Above -- Matt hew Hunter celebrates his goal in the Westies’ 3-0 victory over the Amity Spar-
tans. Left --Youssouf Keira gets the header versus Amity. The win was the fi rst for the Devils 
in the early season.
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In 2010, Pimer Ross was 
named a team captain, was 
named to the New Haven 
Register All-Area team, and 
was a big part of West Haven’s 
Southern Connecticut Confer-
ence regular season champi-
onship.   

Pimer Ross was part of fi ve 
program records in 2010, two 
individual and three relay 
events, was All-State in the 100 
breaststroke and 200 IM, and 
was a Class LL State runner-
up in the 100 breaststroke. In 
2011, Pimer Ross was a USA 
Swimming Scholastic All-
American.

Playing for Hall of Fame 
coach Modestine Vaughn, 
Pimer Ross was part of the 
record-sett ing 4 x 800 relay 
team in track and fi eld. A 2011 
team captain, Pimer Ross was 
a Connecticut Class LL State 
championship qualifi er in the 
1600 and 4 x 800 relay.

Pimer Ross att ended Keene 
State College, where she was 
a 9-time NEISDA (New Eng-
land Intercollegiate Swim-
ming & Diving Association) 
Conference individual cham-
pion, and a conference record 
holder in the 200 IM, a record 
which still stands.

Last McLaughlin is a 2009 
graduate who went on to 
study Exercise Science and 
Physical Therapy at Simmons 
College.

Last McLaughlin was a 
3-sport star at West Haven as 

part of the cheerleading, vol-
leyball, and tennis teams. The 
talented Westie was also a 
4-year band member.

A 4-year cheerleader, Last 
McLaughlin was named All-
State in 2009, becoming the 
fi rst All-State cheerleader at 
West Haven High School. 
Last McLaughlin was also an 
Academic All-State selection 
for cheerleading in 2009, and 
a Southern Connecticut Con-
ference Athlete of the Month 
selection for cheerleading in 
December of 2008.

Last McLaughlin was a 
4-year volleyball player who 
was named captain her junior 
and senior years, and was a 
3-year tennis player and cap-
tain her senior season.

Last McLaughlin played in 
the CIAC girls doubles tennis 
tournament in 2009, and was 
named to the Division II All-
Conference doubles team in 
2009 with Shelby Harris.

Williams is a 1987 graduate 
who was a key player on West 
Haven’s last boys basketball 
championship team that same 
year. 

One of many key players on 
that championship team, Wil-
liams was a 1987 All-District 
selection, as well as a Second 
Team All-Area selection that 
same year.

Williams went on to star on 
the hardwood at Sacred Heart 
University, graduating in 1991 
with 1,800 points and 700 re-

bounds. In 1990, Williams was 
a Second Team All-Conference 
selection, and a First Team All-
Conference selection in 1991.

Williams continued to show 
off  his basketball skills with 
the Harlem Globetrott ers in 
1993, before playing overseas 
through 2007.

Stratt on is a 2000 graduate 
who was a 4-year soccer play-
er and a member of the initial 

girls lacrosse team her sopho-
more campaign.

A midfi elder on the pitch, 
Stratt on was a key player in di-
recting the success of the team. 

A goalie on the lacrosse team, 
Stratt on was an All-Southern 
Connecticut Conference selec-
tion all three years. Stratt on 
was an All-State selection as a 
senior, becoming the fi rst girls 
lacrosse player to do so. 

Stratt on went on to play 
lacrosse at the University of 
New Haven.

~~~
For information regard-

ing the induction ceremony, 
please contact West Haven 
athletic directors Joe Morrell 
and Mike Anquillare at jo-
seph.morrell@whschools.org 
and Michael.anquillare@wh-
schools.org.

Hall of Fame: Eight enter as Class of 2024

Photos by Todd Dandelske

Left -- Emily Guthrie competes in the 200 Yard Medley Re-
lay against Jonathan Law. Her Westies lost their opener, 84-76. 
Above -- Goalie Lulu Sebas and the Blue Devils defend the 
front of the net on a corner kick by Sacred Heart.
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Answers
to this week’s

puzzles

1. GEOGRAPHY: Mount Vesuvius over-
looks which modern Italian city?
2. MYTHOLOGY: What kind of creature is 
half bird and half woman with an alluring 
song?
3. SCIENCE: What is a common name for 
iron oxide?
4. FOOD & DRINK: What kind of pastry is 
used to make baklava?
5. MOVIES: What is the name of Elle’s 
chihuahua in “Legally Blonde”?
6. MEDICAL: What is a common name for 
bruxism?
7. LITERATURE: Prospero is a character in 

which of Shakespeare’s plays?
8. ASTRONOMY: How many stars make up 
the Big Dipper?
9. U.S. STATES: Which state’s nickname is 
Th e Sunfl ower State?
10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: Which is the 
only continent without bees?

Answers
1. Naples.
2. Siren.
3. Rust.
4. Phyllo or fi lo.
5. Bruiser.
6. Teeth grinding.
7. “Th e Tempest.”
8. Seven.
9. Kansas.
10. Antarctica.
(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon? Call Phyl-

lis Franco,
(203) 932-9367.
And I will drop off a brochure. 

Over 30 years’ experience.
Friendly Service.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums 

Commercial space available 
In this professional building. 
Desk/Space from $295/month. 
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-
street parking, Use of pent-
house meet- ing room, janito-
rial services.Call us for an inter-
view. (203) 932-6455 Fran x 301

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 

repairs, tree work, hedge- trim-
ming, power washing, Insured.  
Free  estimates.  Call

(475) 238-2199.

PLUMBING PROBLEMS???
Leaky pipes, Leaky Faucets, 

Leaky Showers, RunningToilet, 
Drain Cleaning, Leaky Hot Wa-
ter Heater, Gardbage Dispos-
als, Dry- er/Washers, Laundry 
Lines, Dish- washer Lines, Gas 

Stoves, FULL PLUMBING RE-
PAIR SERVICES,(203) 584-6868.

SEEKING NEW STUDENTS
Grammy-nominated musi-

cian/ piano teacher Judy Pan-
coast now ac- cepting new stu-
dents to start in Sep- tember 
in West Haven. All ages. Email 
mamanook@comcast.net for 
all the details.

HOUSECLEANING
Housecleaner wanted -- 5 

hrs./day, 3 days/week, $16/hr. 
Two minutes from bus stop. 
Call 203-627-5840.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Deck work - Porches - new or 
repairs. Floors - Stairs - rail-

ings -posts - columns.
Interior work -walls and ceil-

ings repaired.
Minor carpenry work.

Call Bill, (203) 901-2136.

Kitty Cat for Adoption
To a good home.

Call 203-627-5840.

West Haven Elk’s Lodge 
Hall Rentals 

150 person capacity. 
Low Prices. 

Bar and Kitchen 
facilities available. 

Great for all functions.
 Free Parking. 

203-671-4322 / 203-933-1537 

J’s Lawn Service 
Accepting new clients/custom- 
ers for summer lawn care. Also, 
spring cleanup and lawn prepa- 
ration. For estimates call (203) 
435-3319. Veterans and senior 
discounts available.

Master Gelataio
Minimum 5 years experience in 
formulation of recipes and mak-
ing gelato and sorbet. Extensive 
knowledge of operation and 
maintenance of  batch freezers 
and pasteurizers required.
Salary to be determined with 
experience.  Send resume 
to: info@gelatogiuliana.com

Voice Clssifieds
They Work For You!

(203) 934-6397.

PIANO LESSONS
 BY COMPUTER

Since 1992, in your home
when we can.

 Beginners welcome,
reasonable rates.

Details, References.
In West Haven: 203-479-4467

Art Painting Instruction
Acrylics or oils $30 for a 3 

hour session in West Haven
Call Edith at 203 232 4384 edi- 

threynolds.com.

HOMECARE -- In West Haven. 
3 days/week; $16/hr. Minutes 
from bus stop. Call 203-627-
5840.
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Westies drop
opener, 28-6

The West Haven football team had high hopes entering the 
2024 season. Just one game in, the Westies are forced to regroup.

Unable to capitalize off ensively, and watching as Greenwich 
took advantage of big plays, fourth-ranked West Haven fell to 
fi fth-ranked Greenwich, 24-6, at Ken Strong Stadium Friday 
evening.

Greenwich led 14-0 at the half and never looked back as they 
used two quick scores in the fi rst quarter to set the tone. Both 
scores came within Greenwich’s fi rst ten off ensive plays.

Matt hew O’Donnell scored on a 32-yard scoring strike from 
M.J. D’Angelo for a 7-0 lead, before Greenwich immediately got 
the ball back on a West Haven turnover on the ensuing kickoff . 
The Cardinals turned that possession into a D’Angelo 23-yard 
touchdown run four plays later.

The Westies could not sustain any momentum and any threats 
were stalled by West Haven mistakes, including ten penalties.

West Haven’s lone score came in the fi nal two minutes when 
Coryon Harris scored on a 54-yard connection with Nick Con-
lan.

The volleyball team knew it was in for a tough match to start 
the season. Going against perennial state power Cheshire in the 
season opener for both teams is no easy task.

While the Westies batt led, they could not get over the hump 
and fell to the Rams 25-21, 25-16, and 25-18 at Cheshire High..

Camila Queiroz fi nished with 11 assists, Sarah Davey had 14 
digs, Avery Criscio had 12 digs, while Sam Close and Criscio 
each added four kills. Chloe Payne had three kills in the loss.

For Cheshire, Lauren Kilpatrick had 18 assists and Eva Catal-
onatt o fi nished with 13 kills.

Looking to build off  a strong showing in a loss to Cheshire 
in the season opener, West Haven hosted Lauralton Hall in the 
home opener for the Westies. 

While the eff ort was there, West Haven again was shut out, 
falling to Lauralton 25-11, 25-18, 25-18 at West Haven High.

The season will have its ups and downs,” Sullivan said after 
his team fell to 0-2. “We were faced again with a batt le that is go-
ing to get us bett er prepared for the future. Tomorrow is a new 
day for new opportunities to get bett er.”

Queiroz led the off ense with 18 assists, Payne had 10 kills, 
Amani Dumbuya added 10 digs, and Davey had six digs. 

West Haven fell to 0-3 with a 3-0 loss against St. Joseph-Trum-
bull at West Haven High. The 25-17, 25-14, 25-12 loss came in the 
team’s home opener.

West Haven made 54 team errors in the contest for an average 
of 18 per game. The Westies had just 18 total assists, 18 kills, and 
31 digs as a team.

Queiroz led the Westies with nine assists, four digs and three 
kills. Payne led West Haven with six kills, and Criscio had fi ve 
digs and four kills. Davey, Dumbuya, and Jayden Braacker each 
added four digs in the loss.

West Haven is still in search of its fi rst victory. Despite playing 
well, the Westies dropped a 25-13, 25-22, 25-21 decision at Foran. 

The loss was West Haven’s fourth straight to open the season, 
and the Westies are still searching for their fi rst set win in the 
process.

“Queiroz ran the West Haven off ense with 21 assists, while 
also posting eight digs on the defensive side. Davey also played 
well defensively with nine digs, Criscio had fi ve digs, and Payne 
had four digs.

Kearlze Marquis led West Haven with six kills, Close added 
fi ve kills, and Davey and Payne each had four kills. 

West Haven fell to 0-5 on the year with a 3-1 home loss against 
Wilbur Cross. Although the Westies fell, they did pick up their 
fi rst set win of the season in the 25-14, 17-25, 25-23, 25-18 loss. 

Queiroz led West Haven with 19 assists, eight digs, and three 
kills. Criscio led the defense with 11 digs, Dumbuya had eight 
digs, Davey, Odalys Solorzano, and Braacker each had six digs, 
while Esther Ortiz had four digs. 

See Westies, page 16
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Above -- Nick Conlan rolls 
out looking for an option 
with #50 Brian Oliver lead-
ing the way. The Westies lost 
their opener to Greenwich, 
24-6.  Left -- Marly Wilson 
goes up for the spike ver-
sus the Foran Lions.  Below 
-- The West Haven Cross 
Country team starts its meet 
at Sheehan.


