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Masons  dedicate
Washington School

cornerstone

See page 12

Thanksgiving Day means a lot of things: giving thanks for the many bless-
ings we have, enjoying family and friends, and, of course, football. And long-
time readers know the two teams grace our front page as they have for the bet-
ter part of 50 years. For the local teams the holiday means the end of the regular 

season, and the possibility of more competition in the state tournament, set 
to begin Tuesday. West Haven played Fairfi eld Prep at Prep last night, while 
Notre Dame heads to Hamden for the annual Green Bowl to do batt le with 
rival Hamden High. 

Holiday tradition

Happy Thanksgiving!Happy Thanksgiving!
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On this Date
1991 -- South Ossetia de-

clares independence. The dis-
puted region of the country 
of Georgia calls itself the Re-
public of South Ossetia. The 
declaration of independence 
was not recognized by Geor-
gia and was followed by the 
South Ossetia War. Only a few 
countries, including Russia 
and Venezuela, recognize it as 
a sovereign country.

1967 -- First pulsar observed. 
Graduate student Jocelyn Bell 
and her advisor Antony Hew-
ish at Cambridge University 
were the fi rst people to ob-
serve and discover pulsars. 
Pulsars are rapidly spinning 
neutron magnetized stars that 
emit radiation.

1964 -- NASA launches 
Mariner 4. The fi rst spacecraft 
to make a fl yby of Mars, the 
spacecraft was the fi rst one to 
send images of a planet back 
to Earth.

1943 -- Tehran Conference 
begins. The Tehran Confer-
ence between the US, the UK 
and the Soviet Union began at 
the Soviet Embassy in Tehran. 
The conference dealt with the 
Axis powers in Europe and 
Asia and made plans to open 
up a second front against the 
Germans in France.

Photo by Erin Nolan

Westies Nutrition donation
From left, West Haven Breast Cancer Awareness Program 

Chairwoman Beth A. Sabo receives a $332 check for the pro-
gram’s Susan A. Ruickoldt Scholarship Fund from co-owners 
Amanda Forst, holding 3-month-old son Neo, and Mandy 
Hutchinson of Westies Nutrition at 153 Sawmill Road on Nov. 
11. The fund was founded in March 2003 to raise breast cancer 
awareness in honor of Ruickoldt, who taught third grade at 
Savin Rock Community School before dying of breast cancer 
in 1997. Each spring since 2003, scholarship organizers have 
awarded $2,000 in Ruickoldt’s memory to a female high school 
senior from West Haven who plans to continue her education.

A student from the West Haven Community House Forest 
After School program is looking for rainbows after our recent 
rain storms.

Anniversaries  |  Baptisms  |  Bar/Bat Mitzvahs  |  Birthdays  |  Meetings  |  Repasts 
Communions  |  Fund Raisers  |  Reunions  |  Showers   |  Wedding Receptions

A UNIQUE FACILITY

FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT

WEST RIVER HALLFor Reservations:
Call (203) 937-0088

37 ORLANDO STREET  |  WEST HAVEN, CT 06516

info@westriverhall.com
www.westriverhall.com

We accommodate up to 200 Guests, Full Kitchen Facility, Bar Room Facility and Stage, Deck/Patio and Grill, 
Full Audio & Video Projector, LED Dance Lights, Wireless Internet, Ample Parking, ADA Compliant Access



Thursday,November 28, 2024 - Page 3 WEST HAVEN VOICE

A Partner in the 
Community

www.newhaven.edu

Tree lighting begins holiday festivities
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
The lighting of the West Ha-

ven Green Christmas Tree will 
signal the start of the holiday 
season Saturday, complete 
with a visit from Santa and 
Mrs. Claus.

The annual event will com-
mence at 4:30 p.m. with a 
greeting by Mayor Dorinda 
Borer, followed by the singing 
of the national anthem.

WOW Radio personality Bri-
an Smith will serve as the mas-
ter of ceremonies for the holi-
day event, which is presented 
by the city and West Haven 
United, an organization aimed 
at bringing the city’s volunteer 
groups together.

The Yuletide festivities will 
include free children’s activi-
ties, live entertainment and 
appearances by costumed 
Christmas characters, includ-
ing Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer and Frosty the 
Snowman.

Perhaps the Grinch will 
make an appearance as well, 

according to organizers.
Along with train rides and 

hayrides, kids can also ride in 
a vintage West Shore fi retruck 
provided by Baybrook Re-
modelers.

While the rides are free, 
people are asked to bring non-
perishable items for the West 
Haven Emergency Assistance 
Task Force, which provides 
food for residents in need.

The evening of merriment 
will also include fi ve stations 
on the 5-acre Green, where 
children can decorate orna-
ments, write lett ers to Santa, 
and make cards for U.S. troops 
overseas and those at the West 
Haven VA Medical Center.

Kids can also help decorate 
a holiday banner that will 
hang on the third fl oor of City 
Hall, organizers said.

At each station, volunteers 
from West Haven United 
will stamp children’s holiday 
“passports.” Passports are 
available for pickup at the 
West Haven United tent next 
to the gazebo. Kids must com-

plete all fi ve activities and re-
turn their stamped passports 
to the tent for a chance to win 
the prize basket.

Just steps from Santa’s 
workshop, boys and girls can 
drop off  wish lists at St. Nick’s 
offi  cial U.S. Postal Service 
mailbox.

The festivities will con-
tinue with performances by 
the West Haven High School 
dance team at 4:35 p.m., fol-
lowed by keyboardist Thom-
as Ice, the Mulkerin School 
of Irish Dance and Top Hat 
Dance Academy.

At 5:45 p.m., West Haven’s 
own Judy Pancoast, a Gram-
my-nominated recording art-
ist, will lead a holiday sing-
along.

At 6 p.m., Borer will wel-
come revelers from a portable 
stage on the Main Street side 
of the Green. Santa and Mrs. 
Claus will then arrive via an 
escort by the West Haven 
High cheerleading team to the 
stage, where they will join the 
mayor and her special guests 

to set the tree aglow.
Before returning to the 

North Pole, Santa and Mrs. 
Claus will meet children and 
pose for free photos taken by 
Good Vibes Photography until 
7:30 p.m.

West Haven United will sell 
hot chocolate and snacks.

The city’s offi  cial Christmas 

tree is also fl anked by a smaller 
evergreen tree. Both conifers 
are adorned with light strands 
with multicolored LED bulbs.

For the fi rst time in decades, 
new decorations and lights 
will bedeck and illuminate the 
downtown park, including 
The John C. Ireland Bandstand 
and the Victorian lampposts.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX
 
State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

2001865

Combine and get in 
on the surprise.

Here’s the deal, our Home and Auto rates are already great. But when 
you combine with State Farm®, you can save even more. Call me to 
discover your surprisingly great rates on Home and Auto today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516
Bus: 203-932-0591

Stress happens to all of 
us. Up to 90% of all visits to 
the doctor’s offi  ce are stress-
related, according to Har-
vard. Stress can be considered 
as much a risk factor for dis-
ease as smoking.  The West 
Haven Library, 300 Elm St., is 

off ering “10 Tips to Manage 
Stress,”  on Saturday, Dec., 
7 from noon to 1 p.m. at the 
main library. The cost is free.

Dr. Wendy Hurwitz  will 
answer the questions, “Why 
can two people be in the same 
situation and respond to stress 

diff erently?” or “Can going 
through stressful times with-
out stress be a learned skill?”

For more information or to 
register: please call the library 
at: (203) 937-4233, ext 3, or e-
mail: reference@westhavenli-
brary.org.

Library offers seminar on stress relief
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Here we are, sweets, anoth-
er Thanksgiving Day to check 
off . The Mystick Maidens of 
the Marsh are having their 
annual Turkey Day festivities 
in a diff erent place this year, 
gathering at the head of the 
Cove River for a traditional 
dinner. The MMMs are lookin’ 
for a new leader, as we ain’t 
been meeting as often as we 
used, and it’s time to put new 
blood into the ranks. We’ll talk 
more about that after the foist 
of the year, but know that the 
city’s oldest sorority organiza-
tion is till alive and kickin’.

Meanwhile, cuz it’s Thanks-
giving, that means that Cobina 
givesout her annual Turkey 
Awards to the members of the 
political class who’ve made 
strides, and stumbles during 
the last 12 months since last 
we gave them out…sorta our 
Oscars and Emmys all rolled 
into one.

Mayor Dorinda Borer – Her 
turkey is gonna be one with 
some sweet rolls on the side. 
Things have been goin’ perty 
smoothly over the last litt le 
while as she fi nishes her fi rst 
year as mayor. Before yew 
know it, she’ll be campaign-
ing. Tennyrate, her term has – 
after she got people into place 
– been bett er than some we 
can remember.

City Council Chairman Nick 
Pascale – Nick is on his second 
go-round with the council. 

He had a seat many years ago 
when he was young and fool-
ish – he ain’t young anymore! 
He turkey is gonna be a large 
one with some extra stuffi  ng 
and riding crop jest in case he 
needs it to keep the councilors 
in line. So far, there’s been not 
much to keep in line, but yew 
never know…

City Treasurer Ron Qua-
gliani – His turkey is gonna be 
a bit on the lean side only cuz 
it represents the schedule the 
guy has to keep. You hafta be 
in shape to do what he does, 
and he signs every check that 
goes through the Actors Col-
ony. That’s tough on the old 
wrist and hand. We’ll put a 
blott er with the turkey so he 
can keep his digits ink-free.

City Clerk John Lewis – John 
is no newcomer to the land of 
City Hall. He has had more 
than a few go-rounds in our 
seat of power. His turkey is 
gonna be one with a list of all 
the jobs he’s either had or ran 
for during his tenure. No this 
ain’t a criticism in case yore 
wonderin’. 

Democratic Town Chairman 
Mike Last – Mike’s turkey 
will be a big one and have a 
valise att ached to one drum-
stick. The guy has been trying 
to downsize himself outt a the 
chairmanship, but has stayed 
on when asked. It can’t be easy 
trying to keep 60 people, and 
60 personalities, in line when 

talking about those involved 
in politics. But he’s kind o’ 
level-headed and probably is a 
good foil for the hott er heads 
that are seated thereon.

Republican Town Chair-
man Dave Riccio – Speakin’ of 
keeping people in line, Dave’s 
turkey will be a large one, 
and have a whip and chair 
att ached. Whilst the Republi-
can Town Committ ee hasn’t 
been the directors of anything 
for more decades than one 
can count, there are still egos 
thereon who seem to think 
they have some kind of power 
– or want it. What a mess!

Chief of Police Joseph Perno 
-- Chief Joe is a newcomer to 
this list. His turkey will be 
large and fully stuff ed as he 
has done a perty good job of 
staying under the radar and 
still doing a bang-up job under 
diffi  cult circumstances. Let’s 
hope he’ll be able to maintain 
and add to the numbers of the 
constabulary in the next litt le 
while. He’s been working un-
der the strain of a short staff  
for too long.

Superintendent of Schools 
Neil Cavallaro – Neil’s turkey 
will be wrapped in wax paper. 
Neil has been able to stay out-
ta the public eye perty much 
for a couple o’ years, just tool-
ing along doing his job. In this 
berg that is quite an accom-
plishment.

Rep. Bill Heff ernan – The 

Willster seems to be sett lin’ 
into his new role as rep for the 
115th Assembly District, and 
jest won his fi rst outright term 
in the last election. His turkey 
will have a megaphone nearby 
as we’re told that said rep has 
quite the oratorial skills.

116th District Rep. Trenee 
McGee – McGee has made a 
name for herself as being not 
in lock step with the party line 
in certain matt ers. Her turkey 
will have a drum next to it, cuz 
she marches to her own beat, 
and will go her own way eff en 
she thinks it’s right.

Ray Collins III – Ray III as 
he’s called didn’t win the 117th 
District seat this last election, 
as he was beaten out by early 
voting, whilst winning on the 
machine count. The Republi-
can’s turkey will have a “Get 
‘em next time” banner on it 
as well as a directive on how 
to git GOP voters to get to the 
polls or poll early cuz that’s 
the way they’re doing things 
now. Don’t hafta like it, but 
hafta work with it.

Former State Rep. Steve 
Dargan -- Steve is in treatment 
and we wish him the best as 
the holidays roll around. His 
turkey will be fi lled with all 
the best wishes from his many 
friends on both sides of the po-
litical aisle.

The MARB – The Municipal 
Accountability Review Board 
members will each git a turkey 
with a rearview mirror. We of 
our fair city can’t wait until 
they are outt a here and let us 
take care of our own business. 
Whilst things have been calm-
er since the new administra-
tion took over, the imperious-
ness of the membership made 
for a very diffi  cult time.

The Haven Group – This 
group of erstwhile develop-
ers, who still own the prop-
erty where the ill-fated shop-
ping center was supposed to 
go will get turkeys that will be 
impossible to know whether 
they are cooked or not. This is 
cuz we still don’t know what 
they are up to and what they 
are planning to do with the 
bare landscape down there on 
Elm Street. Eff en they keep us 
in the dark, their turkeys will 
be a mystery as well.

Neighbors of the Haven 
property – These homeowners 
will have turkeys with extra 
fi xings, more sides and a choc-
olate crème pie for dessert. For 
years they have had to put up 
with the silence of the devel-
opers and should be rewarded 
for their patience.

Congresswoman Rosa De-
Lauro Greenberg – The Grand 
Dame of the majority party, 
thankfully in the minority 
in Washington gets a turkey 
trimmed in purple grape 
sauce. It’s only fi tt ing that the 
purple-haired politico who 
never had a real job in her 
life should be mirrored in her 

bird.
Sens. Richard Blumenthal 

and Chris Murphy – The Ros-
encrantz  and Gildenstern of 
the Senate will have their tur-
keys dressed in a harlequin 
hat to show jest what silly 
individuals they are and an 
embarrassment to our state. 
Eff en this last election cycle 
didn’t prove that in the eyes 
of clearer heads, nothing will. 
Yew jest hafta remember that 
it’s (D)iff erent for them.

The Village Improvement 
Association – The city’s board 
for running the libraries will 
have each member with a 
large turkey and a copy of a 
tome of their choosing on the 
side. It looks like the plan to 
put a library into the former 
Blake Building in Allingtown 
is moving along. For the fi rst 
time in four years it looks like 
an Allingtown library branch 
will become a reality. Let’s 
hope by this time next year it 
will be so.

Former School PR man Mike 
O’Brien – Mike is leaving his 
post with the school system 
and taking on a new job. His 
turkey will have a “Good 
Luck” banner and a few extra 
fi xings for the work he’s done 
with the system over the last 
four years.

City PR man Mike Walsh – 
Mike’s family turkey will have 
a tinted visor for the city’s re-
porter. He toils long hours un-
der some diffi  cult situations, 
and gets the stuff  done. We ap-
preciate it here in the papyrus.

City good guy Patrick Mor-
rissey – Pat has been men-
tioned in the turkey column 
for more than 20 years. His 
turkey will have some com-
fortable shoes on the side for 
his continued daily walks 
along the shore.

Steve Mullins -- The ubiq-
uitous Mullins has more hats 
in his collection than Delmo-
nico’s in New Haven. As such, 
his turley will be festooned 
with some of the chapeaus he 
wears, including that of the 
Allingtown Volunteer FD, the 
Masonic Order, complete with 
fez, and jest a green fedora for  
special occasions. No, nope, he 
ain’t gett ing a birett a. 

Members of the Constabu-
lary and Fire Brigades that 
have to work on the holiday -- 
The hope for a big turkey and 
dressing and s quiet, peaceful 
day with no big surprises.

Our columnists, writers, and 
photographers – Big, beautiful 
turkeys with all the fi xin’s for 
all of them. They have put in 
a great year as it winds to a 
close.

Our Readers – The best for a 
Happy Thanksgiving and joy-
ful holiday season.

With that bit o’ chatt er, I’ll 
will close this time till next, 
mitt  luff  und kizzez,

Dear Felicia

Cobina
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Leaf bag pickup ends week of Dec. 9
Leaf bag pickup will end the week of Dec. 9 on residents’ reg-

ular trash pickup days.
City residents are asked to put leaves and grass clippings in 

separate biodegradable paper bags for curbside pickup. Plastic 
bags are prohibited.

Crews will not pick up leaf/grass bags after the week of Dec. 
9. After that, residents must bring all bags — paper, no plastic 
— to the city’s compost site, 1 Kimberly Ave., from 7:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Monday through Friday. Proof of residence is required.

Leaf bag pickup will resume in mid-April 2025.
Also, per city ordinance, blowing leaves into city streets is pro-

hibited, and violators are subject to a $60 fi ne for each off ense.

Energy assistance available
The city is accepting applications for the federally funded 

Connecticut Energy Assistance Program.
Appointments for all heating sources can be made by calling 

(203) 937-3572.
Applications will be processed via phone by appointment 

Monday through Thursday. No walk-ins will be accepted.
Applicants who have diffi  culty speaking English are asked to 

have a translator.
Eligibility for assistance is based on the income of an ap-

plicant’s household. To qualify, applicants must provide pay 
stubs, including monthly Social Security benefi ts and pension 
incomes, for all household members 18 and older.
Applicants must also provide SNAP benefi ts, Social Security 
numbers and birthdates for all household members, as well as 
current utility bills for the household.

UI resumes tree pruning program
United Illuminating has begun the latest phase of its Utility 

Protection Zone program to reduce the amount of vegetation 
that UI says threatens power lines during storms. Over the next 
month, UI’s tree service contractor will increase the distance be-
tween trees and power lines in the West Shore area, said city 
Tree Warden Leo Kelly, who has reviewed and approved the 
project.Kelly said UI job planners may contact city homeowners 
about permitt ing tree pruning and removals on their properties.

The contractor, Lewis Tree Service, will focus on UI’s Utility 
Protection Zone, which extends 15 feet above, 10 feet below and 
8 feet to the side of power lines, he said.

People can direct questions or concerns to Kelly at lkelly@
westhaven-ct.gov.

Gripe Vine Readers:
Recently Ii received a com-

plaint. “I want to put a fence 
on my property, one that 
would off er privacy for me 
and our family in my back 
yard. After talking with a few 
buddies of mine I  I began to 
get the impression that there 
was more to  this project that 
I had thought.So,I reached out 
for some  advice.   

Curious Joe
Dear Curious Joe:

You pose an interesting 
question: because an indi-
vidual who’s putt ing out the 
money for   this form of priva-
cy, and if so, what are the on-
going rules as a guide to meet 
the law for such a project.

Well, fi rst I att empted to 
seek some answers for you 
and my readers. Not an easy 
as one would think.  I sought 
out the state regulations and 
began to wae through the var-
ious responses to your ques-
tions.  State and local regula-
tions may diff er and I want 
to off er both of these to you, 
which will include West Ha-
ven’s regulations as well.

Watch  Gripe Vine soon 
for  how high must a wooden 
fence be to meet conformity  
and state laws and which side 

of the fence should face he 
owner.
Dear Eleanore Turkington:

There are problematic 
weeds all around the over-
pass  on Washington Avenue  
near the West Haven Lumber 
Company making it diffi  cult 
to see..

I called the Blight Line three 
times and each time they re-
sponded within a day. They 
did an excellent job, not so 
much for the public  

CD 
Dear CD:

I am sure   by now, it’s No-
vember, the weeds are gone. I 

was happy to hear your com-
plements to the Blight Line.  

Gripe Vine Readers I will 

be looking forward to solving 
your gripes.  Send them on the 
coupon next to my column or 

mail them to Gripe Vine 840 
Boston Pos Road, West Haven, 
Ct. 06516

ELEANORE TURKINGTON
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Trans moralism kills Dems
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
Trans moralism is killing the 

Democrats
“How dare you say that” 

isn’t a persuasive political ar-
gument. 

Yet the side that has believed 
it can bully its way to victory 
on cultural issues by policing 
the debate in its favor contin-
ues to act as if it is one, even 
after gett ing soundly beaten in 
the election. 

The Left’s game has been 
to insist that everyone adopt 
its tendentious vocabulary, 
to call opponents bigots and 
to use moral blackmail -- and 
the threat of punishment -- to 
keep any left-of-center doubt-
ers in line. 

This model, which has been 
quite successful over the years, 
has a fl aw, though. If a given 
cause is exotic and unpopular 
enough, and if it becomes sub-
ject to a political debate where 
the broader public can weigh 
in, the att empt to defi ne com-
mon sense as a thought crime 
is doomed to fail. 

This is what happened on 
trans issues in the election. 
Donald Trump’s “she’s for 
they/them” att ack ad was the 
most eff ective and consequen-
tial political spot of this cen-
tury. 

How is the Left taking it? By 
clinging to the old rules. 

In an exchange on CNN 
that’s gott en att ention, the 
Republican strategist Shermi-
chael Singleton said a lot of 

families don’t think that boys 
should play girls’ sports, elic-
iting an outraged reaction 
from progressive panelist Jay 
Michaelson.

Interrupting, Michaelson 
said heatedly that he wasn’t 
going to listen to such “trans-
phobia” and maintained with 
great vehemence that it is “a 
slur” to describe “trans girls” 
as “boys.”

Notably, the anchor Abby 
Phillip --the moderator on 
what is supposed to be a 
straight-down-the-line news 
network -- intervened, not to 
say that Singleton was free to 
use whatever term he thinks 
is most appropriate, but to re-
buke him and ask him “to try 
to talk about this in a way that 
is respectful.”

The Left’s att itude on this is-
sue is not, “You may disagree, 
but I believe trans girls are in-
deed girls,” but rather, “They 
are girls and you have abso-
lutely no moral right to say or 
think otherwise.”

It adds a spirit of hectoring 
intolerance to the underlying 
absurdity of the position on 
the merits -- making it all even 
more off -putt ing. 

The problem is that progres-
sives consider whatever new 
boutique obsession they’ve 
come up with at any given 
moment to be the great moral 
issue of our time, indeed al-
ways to be the moral equiva-
lent of the fi ght for civil rights. 

So, someone who doesn’t 
want to see boys competing in 

girls’ sports, and simply re-
jects the fashionable terminol-
ogy, is viewed as a modern-
day Bull Connor. 

This means no compromise 
is acceptable, even on the most 
pragmatic political grounds. 

The longtime chairman of 
the Texas Democratic Party, 
Gilberto Hinojosa, just got de-
fenestrated, at least in part for 
daring to say the obvious on 
the trans issues. 

“You can support trans-
gender rights up and down 
all the categories where the 
issue comes up, or you can 
understand that there’s cer-
tain things that we just go too 
far on, that a big bulk of our 
population does not support,” 
he said in an election postmor-
tem. 

He’d have been bett er off  
saying that the party should in 
the future call for the offi  cial 
end of the gender binary, by 
violence if necessary. 

After gett ing slammed by 
his own side, Hinojosa grov-
eled: “I extend my sincerest 
apologies to those I hurt with 
my comments today.” And 
now he’s gone anyway. 

A top aide to Democratic 
representative Seth Moulton 
resigned after the congress-
man had the temerity to 
say that he doesn’t want his 
daughters “gett ing run over 
on a playing fi eld by a male or 
formerly male athlete, but as a 
Democrat, I’m supposed to be 
afraid to say that.” 

See Lowry, page 7

Thanksgiving, 2024
When Puritans left England in May of 1620, 

they were unsure what lay ahead for them, 
knowing they had to endure months at sea 
making the crossing. They were looking to cre-
ate a “Shining City on a Hill” fi lled with believ-
ers in the Calvinist Christianity they had come 
to confess. They hoped when they landed in 
the New World, they would be able to create 
the type of civil and religious atmosphere that 
would make them prosper and, as was the case 
for all Puritans, get a sign they were, indeed, 
the elect.

Their brand of Calvinism was “covenant” cen-
tered. Throughout the Old Testament, God had 
made a covenant with men. This “Covenant 
Theology” prompted them to bind themselves 
into a civil body under a covenant. That docu-
ment, signed before they landed to form the 
Plymouth Colony, was given the name, “The 
Mayfl ower Compact.” 

Under this document, the fi rst colony in Mas-
sachusetts Bay was established, and was to be 
the prototype of other covenants and constitu-
tions that were to follow. 

Later, decimated by exposure and famine, 
many of the signers never made it through 
the fi rst winter. Those that did declared a day 
of Thanksgiving, which served as the point of 
origination for the New England holiday that 
was to follow well beyond 1620, into the 19th 
Century. 

On this Thanksgiving Day, 2015, we present 
the Mayfl ower Compact and list its signers.

~~~
IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN. We, whose 

names are underwritten, the Loyal Subjects of 
our dread Sovereign Lord King James, by the 
Grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ire-
land, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. Having 
undertaken for the Glory of God, and Advance-
ment of the Christian Faith, and the Honour 
of our King and Country, a Voyage to plant the 
fi rst Colony in the northern Parts of Virginia; 
Do by these Presents, solemnly and mutually, 
in the Presence of God and one another, cov-
enant and combine ourselves together into a 
civil Body Politick, for our better Ordering and 
Preservation, and Furtherance of the Ends 
aforesaid: And by Virtue hereof do enact, con-
stitute, and frame, such just and equal Laws, 
Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions, and Offi cers, 
from time to time, as shall be thought most 
meet and convenient for the general Good of 
the Colony; unto which we promise all due 
Submission and Obedience. 

IN WITNESS whereof we have hereunto 
subscribed our names at Cape-Cod the eleventh 
of November, in the Reign of our Sovereign Lord 
King James, of England, France, and Ire-
land, the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fi fty-
fourth, Anno Domini; 1620.
Mr. John Carver,
Mr. William Brad-
ford,
Mr Edward Win-
slow,
Mr. William Brew-
ster.
Isaac Allerton,
Myles Standish,
John Alden,
John Turner,
Francis Eaton,
James Chilton,
John Craxton,
John Billington,
Joses Fletcher,
John Goodman,

Mr. Samuel Fuller,
Mr. Christopher 
Martin,
Mr. William Mul-
lins,
Mr. William White,
Mr. Richard War-
ren,
John Howland,
Mr. Steven Hop-
kins,
Digery Priest,
Thomas Williams,
Gilbert Winslow,
Edmund Marges-
son,
Peter Brown,

Richard Britteridge
George Soule,
Edward Tilly,
John Tilly, 
Francis Cooke, 
Thomas Rogers, 
Thomas Tinker, 
John Ridgdale 
Edward Fuller, 
Richard Clark, 
Richard Gardiner, 
Mr. John Allerton, 
Thomas English, 
Edward Doten, 
Edward Liester.
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Continued from page 6
Well, he’s supposed to be afraid for a reason. He, too, was 

fi ercely denounced by left-wing groups. 
The Left’s moralistic browbeating may succeed in reinforcing 

the trans-orthodoxy among its own. As we learned on Nov. 5, 
though, the rest of the country won’t play by these poisonously 
stupid and illiberal rules.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2024 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Lowry: Toxicity of ‘Woke’

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

NHSO Concert
Benefi ts music

Mayor Dorinda Borer gives a thumbs-up to fi rst and second 
graders of Washington Elementary School as violinist Stephan 
Tieszen of the New Haven Symphony Orchestra plays his in-
strument while telling a story, “Mole Music,” on Monday. 
The literacy and music event was part of the orchestra’s “Cre-
ating Musical Readers” program, in which musicians bring 
musical stories to life as they read to students and their in-
struments become part of the story. The NHSO is performing 
a special “Holiday Extravaganza: Joy to the World!” concert 
at West Haven High School on Dec. 13. TTickets cost $20 for 
orchestra seating and $15 for mezzanine seating.Tickets are 
sold only in advance on the GoFan website at htt ps://gofan.co/
event/1728128.

Photo by Michel P. Walsh

Turkey Drive
From left, Mayor Dorinda Borer helps Vertical Church Out-

reach Pastor Paul Bronson and Senior Pastor Ken Vance un-
load boxes of turkeys for West Haven residents in need as part 
of the church’s annual turkey drive at the former Molloy El-
ementary School at 255 Meloy Road on Monday. In all, 800 
turkeys, along with fresh produce, were delivered to needy 
families across the city. Borer, Bronson and Vance were assist-
ed by West Haven police Capt. Joseph Romano, not pictured.
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For the second time in 10 months, 
S&P Global on Thursday, Nov. 7, 
raised its long-term credit rating for 
West Haven, sending the city from 
BBB+ to A- while assigning a “posi-
tive” outlook, Mayor Dorinda Borer 
announced.

Borer said she’s thrilled about the A- 
rating upgrade, the highest in recent 
memory for West Haven.

“This is really positive news for West 
Haven and puts a stamp on the work 
everyone has been putt ing in to help 
move our city in the right direction,” 
Borer said. “This global eff ort to help 
West Haven has included the members 
of the state Municipal Accountability 
Review Board, the state of Connecti-
cut, and the dedication of our employ-
ees who understood the need to up 
our game and provide the good gov-
ernance that our residents expect and 
deserve.”

City Finance Director Michael Gor-
many said: “The upgrade refl ects the 
work the Borer administration has 
done in a short amount of time. The 
upgrade and fi nancial outlook dem-
onstrates the positive strides in fi nan-
cial management, reporting and gov-
ernance, including internal controls 
the city has made in a short period of 
time.”

In addition to the rating upgrade 
in its analysis, the New York agency 
said the positive outlook “refl ects the 
city’s strong performance resulting 
in increases in available reserves and 
improved fi nancial management prac-
tices. 

The outlook also refl ects what we 
believe is a one-in-three chance that 
we could raise the rating if the city can 
continue its positive performance and 
fully address its internal control defi -

ciencies and produce timely fi nancial 
statements with no fi ndings, while 
adhering to its management practices 
and policies.”

In its eight-page report, S&P touted 
the leadership of the Borer administra-
tion, saying the city has taken positive 
steps to address the issues that have 
led to an increase in state oversight, in-
cluding internal control issues, staffi  ng 
shortages in the Finance Department 
and audit delays.

S&P said the city expects to com-
plete fi scal year 2024 timely, which is a 
change to the challenge of completing 
audits on time in recent years.

“With a new administration as of 
January 2024, the city has taken sev-
eral steps to cure the defi ciencies high-
lighted in the fi scal 2023 audit and im-
prove its internal control functions,” 
S&P said. “This includes the hiring of 
several key fi nancial management po-
sitions that were previously vacant, in-
cluding a fi nance director, internal au-
ditor, payroll manager, risk manager, 
and senior and junior accountants. It 
also hired two third-party consulting 
fi rms to help identify and address its 
internal control issues, which has led 
the city to make various changes in its 
procedures and institute new policies 
including bank reconciliation, audit 
trail reporting, and payroll segregation 
of duties.

“We understand management has 
also implemented formal weekly meet-
ings with department heads (including 
the school department), fi lled positions 
in various board and commissions, 
improved employee training, and 
strengthened its IT protections.”

Borer said she believes the latt er 
comment refl ects her delivering on a 
promise to improve both internal and 

external communications for smoother 
performance and transparency.

S&P also noted in its analysis that 
the city has ended fi scal 2024 with 
an estimated general fund surplus of 
about $5.9 million due to higher-than-
estimated revenues and lower-than-
budgeted expenditures in similar areas 
as fi scal 2023.

To boost the local economy, S&P said 
the city is seeking to generate econom-
ic activity “through opportunity zones 
and transit-oriented planning and zon-
ing regulations” while leveraging re-
newed participation in the South Cen-
tral Regional Council of Governments.

The city is also seeking to streamline 
and speed up the building permitt ing 
process while allowing for online per-
mitt ing. 

It continues to look for grant oppor-
tunities and is “actively looking to fi ll 
economic and grant writing employees 
to assist in this endeavor,” the report 
said.

The new credit rating could bring 
the city a step closer to exiting fi nancial 
oversight by the Municipal Account-
ability Review Board. Since 2018, the 
MARB has overseen West Haven, a fi -
nancially distressed city. The board es-
calated its oversight in 2022 to Tier IV, 
the MARB’s highest level of oversight.

“The rating refl ects our view of 
West Haven’s adoption and imple-
mentation of stronger fi nancial man-
agement practices, coupled with im-
provement in internal cowas placed 
on Tier IV designation under the 
state’s Municipal Accountability Re-
view Board (MARB) in 2022. These 
changes continue to have a direct ef-
fect on the city’s improved fi nancial 
position and budgeting practices.”

While S&P credits the work of MARB 

as a contributing factor through the 
years, the agency acknowledges that 
being in a state review program weak-
ens its overall rating.

“While we view the state’s involve-
ment in the city’s fi nances as a stabiliz-
ing factor that should aid in producing 
positive fi nancial results, this over-
sight, along with previous dependence 
on state funds to achieve balanced op-
erations over the past few years, weak-
ens our view of West Haven’s manage-
ment conditions.”

S&P’s view aligns with Borer’s re-
cent assertion that eventually leaving 
the MARB will assist West Haven in 
the long run with the overall percep-
tion and potential investments in West 
Haven.

In addition to fi nancial, management 
and governance, another aspect of cri-
teria that West Haven was rated on 
was environmental.

“Although rising sea levels and ex-
treme weather events pose long-term 
risks for the city, we believe manage-
ment continues to plan and implement 
resiliency eff orts to help minimize 
them,” the report said.

“I am pleased to see that the criteria 
includes the preparedness to address-
ing long-term risks related to climate 
and environmental challenges,” Borer 
said. 

“The work that a municipality 
performs in this area demonstrates 
thoughtful planning and prepared-
ness to protect residents and prop-
erty. I’m very confi dent that this is an 
area where West Haven really shines, 
as we have been putt ing signifi cant 
work to mitigating the risk of climate 
change and implementing adaptation 
measures, and it seems this was recog-
nized.”

S&P boosts city’s credit rating

Photos by Todd Dandelske

‘Lend Me A Tenor’
The cast and crew of West Haven High School Theater 

Workshop’s recently completed its weekend presentation of 
“Lend Me A Tenor.” Voice photog Todd Dandelske was on 
hand to take some shots.
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 Five Professional Ice Sculptors

Vote to Win Gift Cards

Exclusive Discounts to Retailers & Restaurants

 Yale A Cappella Concert with Eight Groups

Hot Cocoa Contest

Free Parking at 150 York Street Garage

TheShopsatYale.com/Holiday

ICE CARVING COMPETITON &
YALE A CAPPELLA CONCERT

SATURDAY, DEC 7 • 12-4PM
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Join us for our 

IN WEST HAVEN!

One year ago, we opened our doors to the West Haven community 
at 636 Campbell Avenue. 

Thank you for your warm welcome and trust, and for the opportunity 

We’re local and here to stay.

Together, let’s achieve more!

Stop in and donate to our 
drive for West Haven Veterans. 
And take advantage 

203.285.6490 | newhavenbank.com

Photos courtesy of Richard Deso

Aiding comrades
Surfside Veteran and Carolyn Sires of Physicians Physical 

Therapy, 544 Campbell Ave., distributed thanksgiving boxes 
to Veterans’ homes in the area and more than  20 bags of non-
perishable food items and dozens of coats to local veterans in 
need.



Evergreen Cemetery & Crematory
We’re Here When You Need Us

• Cremation (Choose to be cremated at Evergreen.)
• Columbarium in the Most Beautiful Cremation Garden

• Reserve your Niche in a secure location pre-need.
• Reserve a Niche for family and friends or purchase a Niche

at-need to safely secure your loved one in the Columbarium.
• Burial Lots (infant, single, two-grave, or four-grave)
• Monuments & Markers (black, gray, or pink granite)
• Flower program (single or multiple placement)
•

website.

769 Ella T. Grasso Boulevard, New Haven CT 06519
203.624.5505 or evergreencem.org 
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Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Allingtown FD receives grant
City of West Haven Fire Department Allingtown Chief 

Michael R. Terenzio and Mayor Dorinda Borer, left, receive 
an oversize $2,000 check for new fi refi ghter gear from Gov-
ernment and Community Aff airs Manager Nicolett a Blevins, 
fourth from left, and Operations Director James M. Hill of the 
Regional Water Authority on Nov. 19 at City Hall.

With them for the check presentation are, from left, city as-
sistant grant writer Vanessa Hruszko, who obtained the RWA 
grant for the city, and grant writer Olivia Bissanti.

Terenzio said the department will use the funding, part of 
the RWA’s First Responder Grant Program, to buy protective 
suits for cold water rescues in the Maltby Lakes on Route 34 
and other areas of Allingtown in West Haven.

“This grant is a well-deserved recognition of the city’s com-
mitment to public safety and ensuring the well-being of both 
residents and the brave men and women who serve as fi re-
fi ghters,” Blevins said.

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Diane Dietman honored
During a reception att ended by dozens of City Hall co-

workers on Friday, Mayor Dorinda Borer, left, congratulates 
West Haven Youth and Family Services Director Diane Diet-
man and Parks and Recreation Director Mark E. Paine Jr. for 
winning an award from the Connecticut Recreation and Parks 
Association.

Dietman, who was nominated by Paine, received the Pro-
gram of Merit Award for the “Westie V.I.P.” program at CR-
PA’s 64th annual Conference & Tradeshow at the Mohegan 
Sun Hotel & Convention Center in Uncasville on Tuesday.

For the past three years, Park-Rec program coordinator Brian 
Hayden has assisted Dietman with the Westie V.I.P. program, 
a positive youth development collaboration that provides en-
richment activities for the city’s young people.

CRPA, a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t charitable organization created 
in 1949, provides a support network for its members through 
professional development and resources to enhance the qual-
ity of recreation and parks services statewide.

The Voice’s next
and last issue 
of ‘24 will be

Thursday, Dec. 12!
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Masons dedicate school cornerstone
Members of Annawon 

Lodge 115 Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons of West Ha-
ven, led by Worshipful Master 
Joseph F. McVety, Jr., joined 
with the Most Worshipful 
Grand Lodge of Connecticut, 
AF&AM, led by Most Wor-
shipful Grand Master Edward 
Page at Washington Elementa-
ry School on Washington Av-
enue to formally lay the build-
ing’s cornerstone recently. 

The ceremony began with 
remarks from Mayor Dorinda 
Borer, who praised the Build-
ing Committ ee for keeping 
the project on time and un-
der budget.  She also thanked 
building architect Antoniazzi 
Associates for designing the 
structure to refl ect the archi-
tecture and spirit of the sur-
rounding neighborhood and 
it’s aesthetics.

In addition to Borer, other 
dignitaries included Board of 
Education members Patricia 
Libero and Robert Guthrie, 
Washington School Principal 
Alicia Limosani and Town 
and City Clerk John Lewis.

The laying of the corner-
stone to a new structure is an 
ancient ceremony performed 
by Freemasons. President 
George Washington, as Mas-
ter of his Lodge laid the cor-
nerstone of the United States 
Capitol Building in Washing-
ton, DC in September 1793. 
Mayor Dorinda Borer poses 
next to the newly dedicated 
cornerstone with Annawon 
Lodge Worshipful Master Jo-
seph F. McVety, Jr. at her right 
and Connecticut State Most 
Worshipful Grand Master Ed-
ward Page to her left as Board 
of Education member Patricia 
Libero and Lodge members 
look on.

“It is most appropriate for 
this ceremony to take place at 
a school bearing Washington’s 
name,” said Annawon Past 
Master Steven R. Mullins.  

Mullins and McVety worked 
with Washington School 
Building Committ ee Chair-
man Ken Carney and the staff  
of the Gilbane Building Com-
pany in designing the corner-
stone, which encompasses the 
West Haven City Seal and the 
Masonic Square and Compass. 

The cornerstone, which is lo-
cated in the exterior northwest 
corner of the building was do-
nated by Gilbane.  

Washington Elementary 
School is scheduled to open in 
time for the 2025-2026 school 
year. Washington students are 
att ending the former Anna V. 
Molloy Elementary School on 
Meloy Road during construc-
tion.

Photos by Steven R. Mullins

Mayor Dorinda Borer poses next to the newly dedicated cornerstone with Annawon Lodge Worshipful Master Joseph F. 
McVety, Jr. at her right and Connecticut State Most Worshipful Grand Master Edward Page to her left as Board of Education 
member Patricia Libero and Lodge members look on.
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They work for you!
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Historian’s corner                  Historian’s corner                  By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

Pilgrim or Puritan?
We today often use the 

words Puritan and Pilgrim 
interchangeably, and yet the 
diff erence in the two is quite 
signifi cant:  those who came 
on the Mayfl ower to found the 
starving colony of Plymouth 
in 1620 were the Pilgrims; the 
story of the fi rst Thanksgiv-
ing is their story.  The Puri-
tans were those who later fl ed 
the religious constraints of 
England and established the 
Massachusett s Bay Colony—
today’s Boston--and other 
colonies in the years follow-
ing 1629.  Within the next ten 
years, over twenty-one thou-
sand Puritans would fl ood 
across the hills and valleys of 
New England.

For those Plymouth Pilgrims 
enduring their fi rst New Eng-
land winter and spring, starva-
tion was always near at hand.  

They had brought too litt le 
food; their crops grew poorly 
in the weak soil and their sys-
tem of communal farming did 
not work effi  ciently.  By 1623, 
Governor Bradford would 
turn portions of the common 
land over to each family in 
the colony; the families would 
plant and farm that land, and 
they would be allowed to keep 
whatever they grew.  This new 
policy would bring about a 
change in att itude, and farm-
ing at Plymouth would sud-
denly become much more 
successful.  Thus, the Pilgrims 
would stumble upon the prin-
ciple of capitalism and discov-
er that it worked!  But these 
events were still far off  in the 
future, and more than half of 
their number would die dur-
ing that fi rst dreadful winter.

They had landed at Plym-
outh in December 1620.  They 

were weak and sickly, enter-
ing this barren new world 
hungry, and with litt le food to 
sustain them.  The deep and 
abiding courage that carried 
them through this bleakest 
of times, came from their un-
shakeable faith in God.

By the next September or Oc-
tober (records are unclear), the 
Pilgrims met with the friendly 
Pokanoket Indians for a feast.  
This feast was something new 
to the Pilgrims, but to their 
secular English counterparts 
at Plymouth, it was a pleas-
ant reminder of the Harvest 
Home celebrations back in 
England.  The feast must have 
taken place shortly after the 
Pilgrims harvested their fi rst 
modest crop of corn, squash, 
beans, barley and peas.  Coin-
cidentally at the harvest-time, 
Plymouth Harbor also played 
host to a tremendous number 

of migrating birds, particular-
ly ducks and geese.  Governor 
Bradford therefore ordered 
a number of men to go out 
“fowling.”  It took only a few 
hours for the hunting party to 
kill enough ducks and geese to 
feed the sett lement for a week. 

The Pilgrims clasped hands 
together and gave thanks 
to God at a long table cov-
ered with a white linen cloth.  
Shortly thereafter, they were 
joined by over one hundred 
Pokanokets, led by their sa-
chem Massasoit.  The Indians 
had brought along fi ve deer 
to add to the feast.  There 
wasn’t enough furniture to go 
around, so most had to stand 
or squat in happy anticipation, 
as the deer and birds turned 
on wooden spits over open 
fi res.

It was a time of plenty, a time 
of harmony and rejoicing, and 
a brief time of brotherhood 
between the English and the 
Native Americans.  The name 
“Thanksgiving” would not 
be applied to this great feast 
until the 19th Century—but 

whatever the name, the warm 
memory of that day lives on 
today in our most American of 
holidays!

Happy Thanksgiving-

Dan Shine is a columnist for 
the West Haven Voice, and lo-
cal history buff

Depictions of the first Thanksgiving came into the popular culture as the holiday, which 
was just a New England affair, gained popularity in other parts of the growing United States.  
Abraham Lincoln proclaimed the first national Thanksgiving during the Civil War.

FD issues new ornament
for 2024 holiday season 

The WHFD Historical Library presents its 2024 Pewter Christ-
mas Ornament featuring our Firemen’s Memorial Monument 
which has graced the West Haven Green since 1960.  This is our 
sixth ornament in the series. The cost of this year’s ornament 
is $20. The library still have a limited amount of our previous 
ornaments for sale as well.  The cost to purchase the previous 
ornaments is only $10 each with the purchase of our 2024 orna-
ment (while supplies last).

They include: 2019 – 1911 Badge; 2020 – Sold out; 2021 – Elm 
Street HQ; 2022 – 1889 Hand Pumper; 2023 – Gamewell Alarm 
Box

To order your ornaments please contact Department Histo-
rian William Heff ernan at our email: whfdhistory@gmail.com.
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Westies eye CIAC playoff run
It is coming down to crunch time in the 2024 high 

school football season. For West Haven, the games 
only get bigger. 

With a Thanksgiving Eve showdown with Fair-
fi eld Prep looming and a berth in the Class LL post-
season at large, the Westies knew they could not look 
ahead. Putt ing forth one of its best eff orts of the sea-
son, West Haven won its eighth straight contest with 
a 30-3 Senior Night victory over Cheshire at Ken 
Strong Stadium in West Haven.

With the victory, West Haven improved to 8-1 and 
remained in the fourth slot in the Class LL standings, 
where a home game in the opening round of the 

postseason is at stake. 
West Haven senior quarterback Nick Conlan con-

tinued his stellar season as he threw for 194 yards 
and a pair of touchdowns, and also ran for a score.  

Defensively, West Haven continued to shine, al-
lowing just 81 yards of off ense to Cheshire in the 
contest. 

Off ensively, West Haven used a 1-yard touchdown 
run by Conlan with 59 seconds left in the fi rst quarter 
to take a lead it would never relinquish. 

Conlan then took to the air to give West Haven a 
13-0 lead when he connected with Tahmayn Thomp-
son for a 49-yard scoring strike with 7:46 left in the 

half. 
Cheshire got within 13-3 on a fi eld goal with 4:45 

left in the second quarter, but Justin Chacon nailed a 
33-yard fi eld goal as time expired to send the game to 
the half with West Haven holding a 16-3 lead.  

As the Rams struggled to get anything going off en-
sively, West Haven increased its lead to 23-3 when 
Conlan hit Tamarion Lafortune with an 8-yard scor-
ing pass with 6:20 to go In the third quarter.

Coryon Harris capped the scoring 16 seconds into 
the fourth quarter with a 24-yard touchdown run. 
Harris ran for 155 yards in the win. 

Playoff  pairings will be announced Friday.

Photos by Todd DandelskePerfection!
West Haven’s Freshman Football team defeated Fairfi eld 

Prep, 16-14, to fi nish their season a perfect 10-0.  CJ Sutt on 
celebrates his touchdown. Ja’kyi Wright (5) breaks his touch-
down run.
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Photo by Todd Dandelske

Class of ‘24
The West Haven High School Athletic Hall of Fame inducted 

its Class of 2024 last week during the annual dinner. Shown 
are: Sitt ing -- Diana Pimer Ross, Kelly McLaughlin, Nicole 
Pacapelli, and Kelly Stratt on. Standing -- Tom Lawrence, Joe 
Morrell (accepting for Joe Morrell, Sr.), Todd Williams, and 
Tom DeMorro.

Wizards win opening meets of season
By Ariana Fine
Special to the Voice
In their fi rst meet of the season, 

West Haven Swim Club Wizards 
brought in a 375-270 win over the 
Oxford Otters Nov. 16. Th e team 
swam another win against New-
town on Nov. 23.

West Haven v. Oxford
For the boys 8 & under med-

ley relay, Th eodore Burgess, Em-
erson Finlayson, Jack Holthaus 
and Alain Ayala came in fi rst. In 
9-10 200-yard medley relay, West 
Haven came in fi rst for both girls 
(Alessia Caggiano, Aylin Romero 
Lopez, Madelyn Lisi and Julianna 
Beers) and boys (Michael Meglio, 
Cayden Joseph, Blaise Shubin and 
Grayson McCarthy). Th e team 
continued its winning stretch in 
the 200-yard medley relay with 
the boys 11-12 (Jesus Torres, Ga-
briel Gyurkovics, Marvin Castillo 
and Clayton Moore), girls 13 & 
over (Olivia DeLauri, Naomi 
Shubin, Sophia DeLauri and Em-
ily Falanga). 

In the 100-yard freestyle, Mad-

elyn Lisi came in fi rst for girls 
9-10, Michael Meglio for boys 
9-10, Morgan Beers for girls 11-
12, Jesus Torres for boys 11-12, 
and Emily Falanga for girls 15 & 
over. In the  butterfl y for the 8 & 
unders, Mackenzie Vargas led for 
girls and Jack Holthaus for the 
boys for the 25-yard butterfl y. In 
the 50-yard butterfl y, Madelyn 
Lisi, Cayden Joseph and Marvin 
Castillo came in fi rst for their re-
spective age groups, followed by 
Naomi Shubin in the girls 13-14 
and Olivia DeLauri in the girls 15 
& over100-yard butterfl y. 

Sophia DeLauri was fi rst in the 
girls 13-14 and Emily Falanga in 
the 15 & over 200-yard freestyle. 
Other fi rst-place fi nishes includ-
ed Alessia Caggiano for girls 9-10, 
Michael Meglio for boys 9-10, 
Sophia Egan for girls 11-12, and 
Marvin Castillo for boys 11-12 for 
50-yard backstroke. In the 100-
yard backstroke, Natalia Lowe 
and Olivia DeLauri beat out the 
competition for their age groups.

In the individual medleys (IM), 

Mackenzie Vargas started out the 
wins for the girls 8 & under 100-
yard IM, followed by Emerson 
Finlayson for the boys, and Blaise 
Shubin for the 9-10 boys. Marvin 
Castillo won in the 200-yard IM 
for the11-12 boys, Sophia DeLau-
ri for the girls 13-14, Amy Lahav 
for the girls 15 & over.

In the breaststroke, Alexa Col-
lins and Jack Holthaus came in 
fi rst in the 25-yard races. In the 
50-yard breaststroke, it was Juli-
anna Beers (girls 9-10) and Blaise 
Shubin (9-10 boys), followed by 
the 100-yard breaststroke with 
Naomi Shubin (girls 13-14) and 
Olivia DeLauri (girls 15 & over). 
With meet beginning the fi nal 
individual races with the 50-yard 
freestyle, Alexa Collins (girls) 
Emerson Finlayson (boys) start-
ed the wins for 8 & under, Mad-
elyn Lisi (girls) and Blaise Shubin 
(boys) for 9-10, Jesus Torres for 
boys 11-12, Naomi Shubin for 
girls 13-14, and Emily Falanga for 
15 & over.

Th e freestyle relays saw the 

fi rsts continued to pile up with 
Alexa Collins, Peyton Edo, Emma 
Prutting and Mackenzie Vargas 
in the girls 8 & under 100-yard 
freestyle relay. In the boys 9-10 
200-yard freestyle relay, Nathan 
Ruzbarsky, Logan McCauley, Esai 
Ortiz and John Guilmette won. 
Natalia Lowe, Emily Guthrie, 
Ivanka Ortiz Rolon and Aubrey 
Holthaus fi nished out the meet’s 
fi nal wins for West Haven in the 
girls 13 & over 200-yard freestyle 
relay.

Win Against Newtown
West Haven took home many 

fi rsts at this home meet, includ-
ing Emma Prutting, Alexa Col-
lins, Mackenzie Vargas and 
Peyton Edo for girls 8 & under 
100-yard medley relay; Th eodore 
Burgess, Emerson Finlayson, Jack 
Holthaus and Alain Ayala for boys 
8 & under 100-yard medley relay; 
Alessia Caggiano, Julianna Beers, 
Madelyn Lisi and Aylin Romero 
Lopez for girls 9-10 200-yard 
medley relay; and Michael Meg-
lio, Cayden Joseph, Blaise Shubin 

and Grayson McCarthy for boys 
9-10 200-yard medley relay. For 
the girls 11-12 200-yard medley 
relay, Sophia Egan, Alyssa Gere-
mia, Gwyneth Faoro and Morgan 
Beers led, followed by Clayton 
Moore, Gabriel Gyurkovics, Mar-
vin Castillo and Jesus Torres for 
the boys. In girls 13 & over, West 
Haven’s Olivia DeLauri, Aubrey 
Holthaus, Sophia DeLauri and 
Emily Falanga edged in a fi rst, 
and then the boys 13 & over with 
Mario De Leon, Esteban Chavez, 
Ayman Elaziz and Xander Estes. 

In the individual freestyle 
events, Emerson Finlayson won 
for boys 8 & under 25-yard, fol-
lowed by other West Haven team 
members in the 100-yard:, Mad-
elyn Lisi (girls 9-10), Michael 
Meglio (boys 9-10), Gwyneth 
Faoro (girls 11-12), Jesus Torres 
(boys 11-12), Naomi Shubin (girls 
13-14), Xander Estes (boys 13 & 
over).

See Wizards, page 17
Continued from page 16

For their respective age 
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Legal NoticeLegal Notice
INVITATION TO BID

WEST SHORE
FIRE DISTRICT

NOTICE TO BIDDERS:

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that sealed bids 
for the purchase of One 
(1) Pierce Enforcer pump-
ing engine and related 
equipment as detailed
in the specifi cation will 
be received by the West 
Shore Fire District, 860 
Ocean Ave West Haven, 
CT. 06516 until Dec. 27, 
2024 at 2pm The bids will 
be publicly opened and 
read aloud at 860 Ocean 
Ave, West Haven CT. at 
2pm on Dec. 27, 2024

Full Bid specifi cations shall
be obtained on the Fire 
Districts website www.
westshorefd.com

Provide pricing for One (1) 
Pierce Enforcer pumping 
engine and related equip-
ment that complies with the 
bid specifi cations.

 RIGHT TO ACCEPT /
REJECT AFTER
REVIEW OF ALL
FACTORS, TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS,
INCLUDING PRICE

The West Shore Fire
District reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids, or 
any part thereof, or waive 
defects in same, or accept 
any proposal deemed to be 
in the best interest of the 
West Shore Fire District.

FREE MUSIC CLASSES -

Teach Kids Music is offering free children’s music classes.

These classes will be held at Rock House School of Music, 52 Collis Street, West 
Haven. Interested? Call 203-934-2501 for more information and to sign up.

The following classes are available:

TKM Little Rockers Classes: (Children aged 4 – 7)

Our Teach Kids Music “Little Rockers” program is one of our groundbreaking programs 
that gets children started in music at a young age (4 - 7) and plants a musical seed that 
continues to grow for a lifetime. It is proven that children that get started with music at a 
young age excel musically and academically. Children today need this more than ever. 

The classes utilize percussion instruments playing rhythm patterns to help children learn 
about rhythm and timing. This is the foundation for all instruments. Once children 
understand rhythm and timing, they can learn instruments easily. The classes also give 
children their first lessons on real instruments piano, guitar, drums, ukulele and singing. 
This way they can sample instruments to see which is the perfect fit for them.

Intro to Piano 6 Week Course: (Children aged 8 – 13)

These group Piano Classes get children started playing piano. Learn the basics of notes, 
chords and the layout of the piano. Learn basic songs and proper posture to excel 
playing piano. This course will start a beginner on their way to playing piano!

Call Today   203-934-2501

www.teachkidsmusic.org

groups, the following swimmers won for butt erfl y: Mackenzie 
Vargas, Jack Holthaus, Blaise Shubin, Marvin Castillo, Naomi 
Shubin and Ivanka Ortiz Rolon. In the longer 220-yard freestyle 
events, Gwyneth Faoro, Clayton Moore, Sophia DeLauri, Xan-
der Estes and Emily Falanga won. For backstroke, fi rsts were 
pulled in by Emerson Finlayson, Alessia Caggiano, Blaise Shu-
bin, Sophia Egan, Marvin Castillo, Vanessa Chen, Ayman Elaziz 
and Olivia DeLauri.

In the IMs, Alexa Collins, Jack Holthaus, Blaise Shubin, Mar-
vin Castillo, Sophia DeLauri and Olivia DeLauri won. Aniela 
Blaszczak, Emerson Finlayson, Cayden Joseph, Morgan Beers, 
Gabriel Gyurkovics, Aubrey Holthaus, Esteban Chavez and Ol-
ivia DeLauri followed with fi rst in the breaststroke races. Mack-
enzie Vargas, Jack Holthaus, Madelyn Lisi, Grayson McCarthy, 
Jesus Torres, Brooklyn Loehfelm, Esteban Chavez and Emily 
Falanga rounded out the wins for West Haven in their individ-
ual freestyle events. For the last relay races, West Haven pulled 
in wins for nearly all of the freestyle races.

Wizards: Take openers

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
The city and the West Haven Veterans Council will observe 

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day on the Veterans Walk of Honor 
in Bradley Point Park at 10:30 a.m. Dec. 7.

All veterans are invited to participate in the solemn service, 
which will commemorate the 83rd anniversary of Japan’s sur-
prise att ack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941.

The public is also invited.
The annual ceremony, held in front of the Walk of Honor’s 

William A. Soderman Memorial, will commence with a presen-
tation of the colors by the West Haven Police Honor Guard and 
a fl ag-raising by the West Haven Fire Department Honor Guard.

It will feature remarks by Mayor Dorinda Borer and Rick 
Spreyer, Borer’s chief of staff  and the master of ceremonies. 
West Haven Fire Department Chief James P. O’Brien will read 
the names of the 18 Connecticut servicemen who died in the 
Japanese bombing of the U.S. Navy base on the island of Oahu, 
Hawaii. A fi refi ghter will toll the department’s chrome bell each 
instant a name is called.

Connecticut’s last known Pearl Harbor survivor died in 2020 
at age 99.

Ferraro roast set, Jan 11
The West Haven Republican Town Committ ee is hosting a 

“Roast of State Rep. Charlie Ferraro (R-117) on Saturday, Jan. 
11 at the West Haven Elks Hall, 265 Main St. Ferraro is retiring 
from the General Assembly with the beginning of the new term. 
Cost.is $100 per person with catering by Cappett a’s. Doors open 
at 6:30.

To purchase tickets, call RTC Chairman David Riccio at (475) 
254-2361.

City marks Pearl Harbor Day

The offices 
of West Haven Voice
will be closed Friday.
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Answers
to this week’s

puzzles

1. GEOGRAPHY: In which country would 
you fi nd the Angkor Wat temple?
2. SCIENCE: Which vitamin aids in blood 
clotting?
3. MUSIC: Which pop music icon has a 
Pantone color named aft er him?
4. TELEVISION: Which 1990s TV comedy 
series features the theme song “Cleveland 
Rocks”?
5. U.S. STATES: Which state is last alpha-
betically?
6. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is an adult 
female turkey called?
7. MOVIES: Which popular 1994 movie 

features a character named Red?
8. AD SLOGANS: Which company’s adver-
tising slogan is “Like a Good Neighbor”?
9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: How long is 
the Macy’s Th anksgiving Parade route?
10. ANATOMY: What are beta cells?

Answers
1. Cambodia.
2. Vitamin K.
3. Prince (“Love Symbol #2,” a purple 
shade).
4. “Th e Drew Carey Show.”
5. Wyoming.
6. A hen.
7. “Th e Shawshank Redemption.”
8. State Farm.
9. 2.5 miles.
10. Specialized cells in the pancreas that 
produce insulin.
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon? Call Phyl-

lis Franco,
(203) 932-9367.
And I will drop off a brochure. 

Over 30 years’ experience.
Friendly Service.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums 

Commercial space available 
In this professional building. 
Desk/Space from $295/month. 
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-
street parking, Use of pent-
house meet- ing room, janito-
rial services.Call us for an inter-
view. (203) 932-6455 Fran x 301

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 

repairs, tree work, hedge- trim-
ming, power washing, Insured.  
Free  estimates.  Call

(475) 238-2199.

PLUMBING PROBLEMS???
Leaky pipes, Leaky Faucets, 

Leaky Showers, RunningToilet, 
Drain Cleaning, Leaky Hot Wa-
ter Heater, Gardbage Dispos-
als, Dry- er/Washers, Laundry 
Lines, Dish- washer Lines, Gas 

Stoves, FULL PLUMBING RE-
PAIR SERVICES,(203) 584-6868.

SEEKING NEW STUDENTS
Grammy-nominated musi-

cian/ piano teacher Judy Pan-
coast now ac- cepting new stu-
dents to start in Sep- tember 
in West Haven. All ages. Email 
mamanook@comcast.net for 
all the details.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Carpenter-minimum 10 years’ 

experience;
-must be able to speak fl uent 

English;
-must be able to work well 

with others;
-needs a minimum of three 

references (not family); 
-must have a valid driver’s li-

cense;
-must be able to pass a drug 

test;
-must be able to work nights 

and weekends.
Martins Building

 & Remodeling, LLC 
Phone: (203) 305-7940.

West Haven Elk’s Lodge 
Hall Rentals 

150 person capacity. 
Low Prices. 

Bar and Kitchen 
facilities available. 

Great for all functions.
 Free Parking. 

203-671-4322 / 203-933-1537 

J’s Lawn Service 
Accepting new clients/custom- 
ers for summer lawn care. Also, 
spring cleanup and lawn prepa- 
ration. For estimates call (203) 
435-3319. Veterans and senior 
discounts available.

For Sale
1938Columbia gicycle. $500;

Yankee sled. $80 or best offer.
3 fish tanks complete with 

stands. Best offer,
(203) 934-6219

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Deck work - Porches - new or 

repairs. Floors - Stairs - railings 
-posts - columns.

Interior work -walls and ceil-
ings repaired.

Minor carpenry work.
Call Bill, (203) 901-2136.

PIANO LESSONS
 BY COMPUTER

Since 1992, in your home
when we can.

 Beginners welcome,
reasonable rates.

Details, References.
In West Haven: 203-479-4467

Art Painting Instruction
Acrylics or oils $30 for a 3 

hour session in West Haven
Call Edith at 203 232 4384 edi- 

threynolds.com.
HELP WANTED

Coastal Materials Testing 
Lab, LLC is hiring an adminis-
trative assistant to provide ex-
cellent customer service, per-
forming various administrative 
tasks, and utilizing computer 
skills. Email: christine@coast-
almaterialstesting.com. (203) 
530-3878.
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Photos by Todd Dandelske

Seniors 
honored

West Haven’s fi nal home 
game two weeks ago v. 
Cheshire was also senior 
night for various teams and 
organizations. From top 
– The WHHS senior Blue 
Devils were honored with 
their families, along with the 
cheerleaders, members of the 
dance team and instrumental-
ists of the Blue Devils Band.
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Any Occasion Creation • Atticus Bookstore Cafe • Book Trader Cafe • Campus Customs • Cristhian Shoe Repair

Derek Simpson Goldsmith • dwell New Haven • Gilden’s Jewelers • Grey Matter Books • Hull’s Art Supply & Framing

idiom Boutique • Katahdin Furniture • Kennedy & Perkins Opticians • Knit New Haven • Lou Lou Boutique • MINIPNG

More Amour Boutique • Neville Wisdom Design Studio • Raggs for Men & Women • Shiana Hair • Sneaker Junkies

Soap-edi • Soulful Threads • The Giggling Pig • Üni Life • Walker-Loden • Willoughby’s Coffee & Tea • Zongozon

Visit TheShopsatYale.com/Holiday for details!

DJ & Food Trucks
Nuzzo’s Tree Farm

Strolling Yuletide Carolers
Complimentary Kettle Corn

Vintage Clothing & Collectables
Elm City Elf Ice Carving Demonstration

Storytelling with Santa at B Natural Kitchen, 1-3PM
and much more! 

Saturday, November 30 • 11AM-4PM

Small Business
Holiday Market

Experience the festive spirit at the inaugural Small Business
Saturday Outdoor Holiday Market! Bring your friends and 

family for a day of fun, shopping, and holiday cheer.
Located in Sherman’s Alley and Hyperion Court at
1022-1044 Chapel Street, New Haven. Brought to

you in collaboration with The Shops at Yale, Soulful
Threads, and Market New Haven. Rain date is 12/1.

SHOP
SMALL


