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| ocal band to reV|S|t Conventlon'

Back by popular demand! A West Haven-based band is once
again traveling to the West Coast to showoff their talents to mu-
sic industry leaders.

The 2025 Teach Kids Music All-Star Band is traveling to Cali-
fornia this month to perform at the prestigious National Asso-
ciation of Music Merchants Music conference. The newest band
of talented children aged 9 — 14 will play a 45-minute set on the
Yamaha Grand Plaza main stage Thursday, Jan. 23 at the Ana-
heim Convention Center.

This is the second year that TKM All Stars have been select-
ed to perform at this international event. Last year’s All Stars
were so highly received that this year, the All Stars were offered
placement on the main stage.

To help the TKM All Stars with travel expenses, Teach Kids
Music will be holding a fundraiser concert on Saturday, Jan. 11
from 3:30-7 p.m. at Randall’s Restaurant, 236 Platt Ave.

In addition to the TKM All Star Band performing their full set,
they will be joined by performances from several other youth
bands from West Haven’s Rock House School of Music.

A $10 donation is requested to attend the event.

This year’s musicians are Matteo Perrelli, 12 — Guitar, Willow
Podoloff,12 — Vocals, Harris Wallman, 9 — Bass Guitar, Maximus
Binkoski,11 — Vocals, Ray Wallman,12 — Guitar, Jake Zabawar,14
— Guitar, Antonio Rivera,12 - Drum and Dylan Land, 13 - Piano

“Please come help support the kids and treat yourself to per-
formances of some of the most talented children in CT,” said
Patty Stevens, who is helping to organize the event.

Those wishing to help support TKM and/or to help cover air-
fare for the young musicians and families going to California,
online donations can be made at the website, www.TeachKids-
Music.org or mailed to Teach Kids Music, 52 Collis St. West Ha-
ven 06516.

Teach Kids Music, Inc is a 501-C-3 non-profit based in West
Haven and provides children from resource limited families
with opportunities to learn about music and to play an instru-
ment while enhancing the development of creative, lifetime
skills that will help them be successful in life, within and out-
side of music . TKM provides instruments, instruction and a
performance atmosphere to help guide children on their musi-
cal journey.

Shown are Front row -- Matteo Perrelli, 12, Guitar; Willow Podoloff,12, Vocals; Harris Wall-
man, 9, Bass Guitar. Rear -- Maximus Binkoski,11, Vocals ; Ray Wallman,12, Guitar; Jake Za-
bawar,14, Guitar; Antonio Rivera,12, Drums; Missing: Dylan Land,13, Piano.

Brewing storms
prompt parking
rule reminders

To help crews expedite
snow removal, city officials
are reminding residents and
businesses to observe parking
regulations during and after
storms.

Per the “Severe Weather”
parking ordinance under
Chapter 188 of the West Ha-
ven Code, police can ticket
and tow vehicles violating the

ordinance at the owner’s ex-
pense. Violators are subject to
a $100 fine.

Once snow begins to fall, a
parking ban is in effect on the
even-numbered side of most
roads, unless one is posted
with a “No Parking” sign on
the odd side.

The ban is in effect for 36
hours after a storm. Residents

are urged to park in driveways

or designated private lots.
However, during an official
snow emergency declared
by Mayor Dorinda Borer, a
parking ban will run from 11
p-m. to 7 a.m. on both sides of
Campbell and Savin avenues,
Morgan Lane, Elm Street,
Meloy Road, Second Avenue
See parking, page 12
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On this Date

1979 -- WHO declares the
eradication of smallpox. The
World Health Organization
officially certified that after a
number of concentrated vac-
cination campaigns around
the world smallpox had been
eradicated.

1965 -- A Charlie Brown
Christmas made its debut
on television. The popular
animated musical special
about Christmas was based
on Charles M. Schulz’s comic
strip called Peanuts. 1961 --
Tanganyika gains indepen-
dence. The Republic of Tan-
ganyika was administered

. . by the British from 1916 until
Students from West Haven Community House Head Start ;5.1 p..t of German East Af-

Classroom 1300A drew many bears huddled in their cave, re-
minding us of their long winter nap ahead.

rica, the territory was officially
handed over to the British by
League of Nations mandate in

Contact 1922. In April 1964, it joined

the People’s Republic of Zan-
West Haven Voice zibar and Pemba which be-
West Haven Voice, LLC came the United Republic of

840 Boston Post Road, West Haven, CT 06516

Tanzania in 1965.

o

1960 -- First episode of Cor- Photo by Eddie Thoma
onation Street airs. The lon- .
gest running TV soap opera, Breakfast with Santa
this British production follows
the life of people living on  Paige the dog, wearing pajamas, wags its tail for Santa Claus
Coronation Street, a fictional during a Breakfast With Santa event at the Department of
street in a fictional suburb of Parks and Recreation on Dec. 14. Paige’s mama is city resident
Next Issue Date: January 23, 2025 Manchester. Elizabeth Tuttle.

203-934-NEWS (6397) Web:westhavenvoice.com
Facebook: whvoice Twitter: @whvoiceads

Editor Bill Riccio info@westhavenvoice.com
Sales Director Alan Olenick sales@westhavenvoice.com
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A UNIQUE FACITITY 46

Anniversaries | Baptisms | Bar/Bat Mitzvahs | Birthdays | Meetings | Repasts
Communions | Fund Raisers | Reunions | Showers | Wedding Receptions

We accommodate up to 200 Guests, Full Kitchen Facility, Bar Room Facility and Stage, Deck/Patio and Grill,
Full Audio & Video Projector, LED Dance Lights, Wireless Internet, Ample Parking, ADA Compliant Access

For Reservations: info@westriverhall.com
Call (203) 937-0088 WEST R‘VER HAI_I_ www.westriverhall.com

37 ORLANDO STREET | WEST HAVEN, CT 06516
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Opioid deaths plummet In city, region

It is not an end, but it might
be the beginning of shift.

In a nation still reeling from
the devastating effects of the
opioid epidemic, the latest sta-
tistics from New Haven, West
Haven, and East Haven offer
a rare but much-needed glim-
mer of hope.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) re-
cently reported that Connecti-
cut has experienced a 14.5%
drop in opioid-related deaths
from April 2023 to April 2024.
More remarkably, the City of
New Haven saw a staggering
57% decrease in overdose fa-
talities, with numbers falling
from 99 deaths in 2023 to 43 so
far this year.

This decline in overdose
deaths is not isolated to New
Haven. Both West Haven and
East Haven have seen simi-
larly encouraging trends, with
fatalities dropping in line with
the state average.

These numbers reflect a
hopeful turn in the fight
against opioids, highlighting
the impact of community ef-
forts and innovative strategies
to save lives.

At the forefront of these ef-
forts is American Medical Re-
sponse’s (AMR) new Narcan
Leave-Behind initiative. Be-
ginning in August 2024, AMR
started distributing Narcan,

a life-saving medication that
can reverse the effects of an
opioid overdose, to individu-
als in the community.

In a groundbreaking move,
EMS personnel are now able
to leave Narcan kits with pa-
tients, family members, or
anyone in the community that
may need it, allowing broader
access to this critical medica-
tion.

The initiative is made pos-
sible through state funding,
and every AMR ambulance in
the area is now stocked with
these kits, which also include
information about free sub-
stance abuse counseling and
healthcare resources avail-
able through Yale New Haven
Hospital.

Although it is still unclear
what combination of factors
led to the dramatic decrease in
overdose deaths, it is evident
that increased availability of
Narcan, along with sustained
public education campaigns
and efforts from local health-
care providers, have made a
difference.

The collaboration between
first responders, city officials,
and organizations like New
Haven Health Department,
West Haven Health Depart-
ment, and East Shore Health
District have been instrumen-
tal in pushing back against the

devastating impact of opioids.

However, as promising as
these statistics may be, we
must remain cautious.

The opioid crisis is far from
over, with more than 100,000
lives lost nationwide last year
due to fentanyl and other le-
thal substances.

The growing strength and
complexity of drug combina-
tions pose significant risks,
leaving vulnerable individu-
als susceptible to the harmful
effects of these dangerous con-
coctions.

“We must not become com-
placent. This is a fight that
requires ongoing education,
awareness, and action from
every corner of our commu-
nity. Making Narcan readily
available and ensuring access
to addiction counseling and
treatment must remain top
priorities,”said AMR New
Haven Operations Manager
Michael Turcio. “Equally im-
portant is the need to continue
public outreach, so people
understand the dangers and
know where to seek help.”

The AMR report urged a
cautious optimism in the find-
ings, but urged continued vi-
giliance.

“While we celebrate these
encouraging developments,
let us not overlook the ongo-
ing battle against the opioid

epidemic. The road ahead is
long and arduous, but through
unwavering dedication, col-
laborative efforts, and wide-
spread education, we can sus-
tain this momentum, preserve
lives, and safeguard our com-

munities from the clutches of
this devastating crisis,” Turcio
said.

The report was compiled by
Michael T and David Laspino
is AMR New Haven’s Clinical
Education Supervisor

Combine and get in

on the surprise.

Here's the deal, our Home and Auto rates are already great. But when
you combine with State Farm’, you can save even more. Call me to
discover your surprisingly great rates on Home and Auto today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.”

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516

Bus: 203-932-0591
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Dear Felicia

Happy New Year, honey-
bunch. Here we are jest days
since the calendar changed
from 2024 to 2025. It seems
like jest yesterday, we were
all worried about Y2K, and
whether all the computers in
captivity were gonna go belly
up. A quarter of a century has
passed since then. Go figger. A
lotta water has passed under
the bridge — and sometimes
over it.

In these parts the New Year
came with quite the light
show that Momma Nature
decided to give us. Usually in
my neighborhood, New Year’s
Eve partying turns into early
morning fireworks displays
and booms all over the place.
This year, we didn’t need the
manufactured kind o’ booms
cuz the thunderstorms we had
that night were quite some-
thing. Now, as Iyam scribing
this note, we are hearing rum-
blings of a polar vortex (some-
thing we didn’t hear of until
jest a few years ago it seems)
that is gonna barrel down
from the North Pole and make
it a verry cold January, in-
deed. We shall see, but whilst
I am scribbling this, the north
winds are enuff to knock you
offen yore tootsies effen you're
not careful.

Here in the Asylum by the
Sea, things were rather quiet
as the year ended, but there are
some very interesting things

coming outta the Actors Col-
ony and setch that makes one
see that the years may change,
but some things in our corner
of the world stay the same.
Sammy Bluejay came onto
the sill t'other afternoon to dis-
cuss the recent firing of a City
Hall worker who was discov-
ered to have fraudulently re-
imbursed one’s self for things
that were never attended. As
with setch things, yew might
git away with it once or twice,
but dip in that well too many
times, and the chances of get-
ting caught rise. And they did!
Said employee was brought
into the mayor’s office and
summarily released from said
position. That's a difficult
thing to happen jest before the
holidays, but such a thought
obviously didn’t occur to the
former employee. And Sam-
my brought up a good pernt.
Here we are in the midst of
trying to tie up the many loose
ends that allowed a massive
fraud of fed'ral dollars being
embezzled by a once-trusted
cadre of individuals, some of
whom are still guests of said
fed’ral government in a secure
facility. With all the changes
being made in procedures and
the like, it would seem one
should think twice or thrice
about pulling off scams like
this, given the current atmo-
sphere. But, no.
When it comes to skulldug-

gery, it seems there are some
people who are convinced in
their own ability to dodge the
consequences — until they are
not.

The fack the powers that be
in the Actors Colony made
the thing public and summar-
ily axed the former employee
shows the seriousness there
is in trying to root out such
abuses. In fack, you will notice
in these very pages there are
mini stories and pictures of
various projecks beging fund-
ed by federal funds. Well, once
the reasons fer that is the fack
that the embezzlement con-
troversy showed that putting
things out in public is a good
way of keeping said public in-
formed where their money is
going.That was not the case in
decades past.

One this is certain, the cul-
ture that City Hall has had
over these many years is on
the verge of changing, and
carrying everyone with it
kicking and screaming. The
MARB made the toxic culture
over there a target, and was
rebuffed at every turn, even
though many people believed
it was a necessary step.

Now, the word has gone
out and should put every-
one on notice that things are
changing. That’s a good thing
— probably the best thing that
can happen in City Hall in our
long tenure.

SHOR{T, ON CASH 22
NMURNNYOURIUNUSED

HIGHES
PRICES
PAID!

* No ltem Too Large Or Small

Friendly Service Provided Here!

HIGHES
PRICES
PAID!

* 10k, 14k, 18k, Dental, Sterling
* On Site Testing While You Wait - Licensed Buyer For Over 30 Years
* Immediate Payment

- Any Condition

27 Wagner Place

203-933-3291

Visit us on the web - www.lesliesjewelers.com

Leslie Jewelers

Family Owned And Operated

Jest an aside. Before Christmas
our esteemed editor had the mis-
fortune of his cell phone dying.
What a nightmare. Anone who
has gone into an emporium that
sells such things knows it can
take some time, and then they
are gonna try to sell you the top
brand at the top price.

Getting a new phone was hassle
enuff, but the real difficulty was
in trying to revive the old phone
so stuff could be taken off it — like
contacts and other things. Sure
enuff, the phone entered the gates
of greater life, and couldn’t be re-
vived. All his contacts were lost.

In the old days we kep’ phone
numbers in pads fer setch things.
Now, we keep everything elec-
tronically. One step forward, two
steps back. He’s still recovering
his contacts, and it’s gonna be
a slog. Modern technology is a
wonderous thing —when it works.

And Nelly Nuthatch vis-
ited during the holidays and
we got talkin’ about the vari-
ous projecks Herronner an-
nounced over the previous
few days. One of the things
that caught everyone’s eye
was that the former Masonic
Temple is gonna be repur-
posed and not become the arts
center that has been fallow for
the last decade-and-a-half. Ef-
fen there was ever a metaphor
for the way this berg makes
grand announcements, only
to have the projecks heralded
dry up and float away, it was
this one.

What is going to be done
with the building is that it will
be converted into some type of
meeting space. It was noted in
the announcement that meet-
ing space is at a premium in
City Hall, and there is need for
some other locale where meet-
ings can be held. This building
might be well suited to that.

Cobina is gonna put her
oars in this one for the same
reason she did way back when
the project was announced.
There was a pipe organ in the
building as was the custom
for Masonic spaces and even
Elks halls of a certain period.
The organ was built by Harry
Hall of Hall organ, which once
stood right next to the railroad
tracks on Campbell Avenue. It
was closed during the depres-
sion.

Now Hall organs weren't
the greatest of instruments,
but they are part o’ the fabric
o’ this city. That small organ is
jest a part, and should be pre-
served.

Meanwhile, things are
planned not only for down-
town, but for Allingtown as
well.

We have a few queries. Foist,
whatever happened to the En-
terprise Zone on the West Riv-
er? While a couple of current
businesses got benefits from

it, the much-heralded bio-med
facilities and the like never re-
ally got off the drawing board.
In fact, they never really got
ON to the drawing board.

The other question is, what
about the reconstruction of
the bridges on I-95? Any plans
for development might be af-
fected by that litle projeck,
which was announced and
the subjeck of public meetings
last summer. Here we are en-
tering the a new year, and the
ballyhooed projeck was sup-
posed to begin weeks if not
months ago. So, where does
that stand?

Iva Lootey fluttered in t'other
day and he noted that nothing is
being done at the former Haven
location. 1t's just sitting there as
it has for about a year now, totally
torn down and the debris moved
away. We are now more than a
decade past its being announced
as a high-end shopping mall —
when malls were closing left and
right. The Haven Group, a cabal
of Empire State mucky-mucks
halted the projeck — much as ev-
eryone thought they would — and
have not let anyone know what
the status of the property is.

Sure, there have been rumors
— plenty of them — but not much
in the way of info. Herronner has
been trying to get details, but we
understand she is being rebuffed
as well. Methinks it’s time to
raise a bit of a ruckus with the de-
velopers. The time for being nice
ended a while ago, years in fact.
They have treated us as if we come
from the provinces and don’t need
any more information than they
are willing to give. Meanwhile,
the residents in the neighborhood
have to put up with the develop-
ers’ decisions.The only thing nice
about the site right now is it gives
a great view of the harbor, but
that is little compensation for a
decade of neglect.

Of course, one of the issues
that percolated jest before the
holidays was the mailing out
of the new revaluation notices
to city homeowners. To say
the home market is “inflated”
is quiet the understatement.
It's not dealing in reality. And,
we're old enuff to remember
when this has happened in the
past and it’s not been good.

People are upset with the re-
valuations and have a right to
be, but things aren’t gonna be
better until some type of cap is
put on the amount of increase
an owner can see because of
the volatility of the market.
This city is still feeling the ef-
fects of 1988. We don’t wanna
see that happen again.

Finally, it seems Rosa DeLauro
Greenberg made quite a show of
herself, recently, purple hair and
all.

Mitt luff und kizzez,

Cobina
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Happy New Year!

Nineteen years ago one of
my first columns appeared
in the West Haven Voice. I of-
fered assistance to residents of |
this city. Cracked sidewalks,
apartments with various irreg-
ularities, litter on the beaches,
traffic violators and so many
more gripes.

Throughout these many
years, generally speaking, city

of children riding their bikes
at night without lights and
sought a solution.

Additional funds were be-
ing sought for an outdoor ken-
nel at the Animal shelter

Volunteers assisted in clean-
ing up the beaches and resi-
dents complained of excessive
litter on city streets. Readers
wanted clearer- easy-to-read
signs when constructions oc-

cur causing traffic congestion
during construction.

The city began a new task
force, residents requested
more safety signs on beaches
and bike pathways. Parking
fees are too high for beach us-
ers and readers complained
tax office was holding tax pay-
ment checks too long.

The library parking lot was
filled with cars belonging to

baseball fans, Citizens Patrol-
ling volunteers suggested and
California Street Beach is in
horrible condition.
And.......... that was just a
portion of Gripe Vine 1986!
You can send your gripes,
comments and issues to gripe-
vineatwh@yahoo.com, or to
West Haven Voice, 840 Boston
Post Road, West Haven 06516.

officials took some nudging
and pushing to “get the gripes
solved,” but on the whole,
representatives of the various
departments have been coop-
erative.

However, this is the begin-
ning of another year, and my
readers are invited to join me
with a look into the past.

Back in January of 1986, the
public complained of unshov-
eled sidewalks at apartment
buildings and condo side-
walls.

This was also the year, The
Voice posted photos of home-
less pets at the city’s Animal
Shelter hopefully providing
homes for these unwanted
animals.

Residents who moved out of
town and didn’t pay their car
taxes received bills for some
exceeded $3,000.

Another gripe that caused
anger in the town was the bro-

ELEANORE TURKINGTON

ken gyms that were placed on
the beaches. However, they
became broken frequently and
caused many letters to arrive
in my mailbox.

Cars parking illegally at Pa-
gels School caused many com-
plaints as well as speeding
cars on Morgan Lane. During
this year many, many com-
plaints arrived relating to ille-
gal parking at various schools.

A high number of gripes ar-
rived in my mail indicating
annoyance of advertising sign
posted on telephone poles.
Eventually removed by the Ul
company.

Parents were complaining

Energy assistance available

The city is accepting applications for the federally funded
Connecticut Energy Assistance Program.

Appointments for all heating sources can be made by calling

(203) 937-3572.

Applications will be processed via phone by appointment
Monday through Thursday. No walk-ins will be accepted.
Applicants who have difficulty speaking English are asked to

have a translator.

Eligibility for assistance is based on the income of an ap-
plicant’s household. To qualify, applicants must provide pay
stubs, including monthly Social Security benefits and pension
incomes, for all household members 18 and older.

Applicants must also provide SNAP benefits, Social Security
numbers and birthdates for all household members, as well as
current utility bills for the household.

~~ Michael P.Walsh

Christmas tree pick-up rules posted
The Department of Public Works reminds residents not to put
Christmas trees in plastic bags or stands for curbside pickup.
Lights must also be removed from Christmas trees. Plastic
bags and other items can become tangled in the machine that

grinds the trees into compost.

Christmas trees will be picked up in January and Febru-
ary only. City residents needing a pickup after Feb. 28 will be
charged a $25 fee. Christmas trees can also be brought to the

compost site at 1 Kimberly Ave.

Also, residents are reminded that five 2025 holidays will de-

lay curbside pickup one day.

Affordable Waste Systems LLC of East Haven, West Haven’s
private contractor for rubbish and recyclables, will not pick up
rubbish, recyclables or metals on Memorial Day, Independence
Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas.

If a holiday falls on a weekday, pickup for that week will be
delayed one day. But when a holiday like Thanksgiving falls
on a Thursday, only Thursday and Friday’s collections will be

delayed one day.

Thanksgiving is also the only holiday that excludes metal

pickup in those affected districts.

Separate metals and recyclables from regular trash.
Detailed information about the city’s trash and recycling

guidelines is available at

https://www.cityofwesthaven.

com/260/Bulk-Trash-Pickup-Other-Services.

I‘____________

Do you have a complaint or issue? Fill out this coupon and mail it to Gripevine
c/o West Haven Voice, 840 Boston Post Road, West Haven, CT 06516.

NAME
ADDRESS

PHONE
GRIPE

DATE

If you need more writing space, complete your Gripe on a separate piece of paper and submit
with this form. Your identity will be kept confidential with Eleanore Turkington, Gripevine
Columnist. You can also e-mail your gripe to gripevineatwh@yahoo.com or use the online

form at westhavenvoice.com/gripevine.
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KEENAN

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
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West Haven, CT 06516
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Every qnudhqu special.

Fa ¥y (37" ‘} =
p I{E P LAN A N [) SJ&H’I‘F E ! T {]:'1|I fxtlll_.!_“- %’Ln(?}.r“: T El;_u |||lr1T?|1ltJrr:II‘%|:|I|IL C |1:|:‘|

e 8

"Keenan Funeral Home was truly omazing ond very attentive to
all of our needs. Thank you Keenon, for being there in our most
painful time.”

Secan below to visit
our wehsite!!

)% ¢ [5]

"I truly cannot say enough how grateful my fomily and | are o

Keenan for their exceptional service. From the moment we met

to moke arvongements to the service, they were great.

There woas no financial pressures, our lunils were respected,
and everything was said ontright.”
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Our wishes for 2025

With the turning of a new year, we at the Voice tra-
ditionally set our sights on those issues we hope are
to be faced and, with challenging work, completed
over the next 12 months. The year 2024 was one
of profound change in the attitudes and operation
of West Haven. That project, begun by the adminis-
tration of Mayor Dorinda Borer is not complete - if
any such projects ever are — and we anticipate more
changes for the better. Here are our top issues for
2025.

Development - In looking at our first edition of last
year, we noted the lead story concerned the NEBCO
project at the former West Haven Conference Center.
A new appeal by Jimmies Inc. was processed through
the courts only days before. Eventually, the project
was pulled by the developers after negotiations with
the restaurant fell through. Now we have word of a
new project and hope this will come to fruition.

But the same is true in other parts of the city. We
are encouraged by the multi-faceted work being done
by the administration regarding downtown, with the
former Masonic Lodge being transformed into office
space. Originally, earmarked for an arts center a de-
cade-and-a-half ago, the project never really got off
the ground. Such a plan was made redundant with
the announcement in the late spring that the former
Anna V. Melloy School would be transformed into a
multi-purpose community center.

Add to that the recent sale of the former Railroad
Salvage site and plans for the abandoned North End
Field, ideas for Allingtown with the library at the
former Blake Building, and there is much to be en-
couraged about in the coming months. We hope that
2025 is the year these projects get underway.

City Business - One of the hurdles the city has
faced over the last 30 years is the way it does busi-
ness. Ossified procedures continued, while upgrades
and reform were almost impossible. The Municipal
Accountability Review Board (MARB) tried for years
to get the city to streamline and upgrade its way of
doing things. Finally, that is a work in progress.

Unfortunately, it took a case of embezzlement and
some recently similar activity to prod some into re-
alizing it was no longer an option, but a necessity.
The Borer administration has been at the forefront
of trying to get things up to date. This move has the
MARB'’s approval and may help toward its exit from
city life.

Revaluation - On this matter, we would wish the
state to take a more realistic approach in its mandat-
ed appraisals every five years. While revaluation is
based on market value, inflation and outside forces
have over the last few years ballooned prices, and,
unfortunately, the amount of taxes a homeowner is
expected to pay. There is no doubt the market is in-
flated, and we fear, like bubbles we have seen in the
past.

State officials should look at a cap in the amount of
increase allowed in the five-year cycle. Cities will still
get more taxes or equal taxes, but the increases will
not put owners in the position of wondering if they
are priced out of their homes. Volatile markets bring
erratic results. Increases should not be so onerous
as to price people out of their residences.

These are just three of our issues for 2025. There
are more and will be addressed throughout the year.

Happy New Year!

DEMOCRETS START THER “Make aveNDs” TouR..
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By Rich Lowry

Syndicated Columnist

The fiscal hawks never win

It feels like 2013 again.

Back then, a beleaguered Re-
publican Speaker of the House
was forced into a government
shutdown by firebrands in his
caucus who considered him
insufficiently pure.

A revolution in GOP poli-
tics has happened since, and
yet a beleaguered Republican
Speaker of the House has been
forced to the verge of a gov-
ernment shutdown by fire-
brands in his caucus who con-
sider him insufficiently pure.

The difference is that Mike
Johnson -- unlike his predeces-
sor, John Boehner -- isn’t just
dealing with an internal revolt;
he also had the most powerful
Republican politician on the
planet and his extremely influ-
ential sidekick blast his handi-
work, namely, Donald Trump
and Elon Musk, respectively.

Johnson did make a misstep
with the so-called continuing
resolution to keep the govern-
ment funded past a looming
deadline. In negotiations, he
let it balloon into a true mon-
strosity. What was supposed
to be a stop-gap measure to
avoid a government shut-
down became a vehicle to pass
new legislation in a last-min-
ute, 1,500-page bill that no one
was going to read.

The yet-to-be-resolved epi-
sode shows that Republican
hostility to spending still ex-
ists a decade after Tea Party

Republicans roiled the estab-
lishment -- and made John
Boehner's life miserable -- de-
manding massive deficit re-
duction.

Now, though, this reflex
has taken a new form. It is ex-
pressed in fierce opposition to
“the swamp” -- in this case,
business-as-usual logrolling
in Congress -- and excitement
about the prospects for Musk'’s
DOGE, the new Department
of Government Efficiency.

The bipartisan agreement in
Washington, D.C., to perpetu-
ally spend more money is in-
deed disgraceful, and DOGE
could be a welcome force
for new thinking. Yet, both
of these are really beside the
point when considering the
red ink that one day -- prob-
ably not tomorrow and maybe
not even several years from
now -- could cause a horren-
dous fiscal crisis.

There are idiotic programs
and senseless regulations
aplenty, but the money that
can be found in the federal
couch cushions is relatively
minimal. Most federal spend-
ing has strong public backing,
and so a $6.8 trillion budget
that looks like a juicy target is
very hard to bring under con-
trol.

The math is as brutal as ever.
Social Security and Medicare,
together with veterans benefits
and other health programs, ac-
count for more than half of the
budget. One of Trump’s signa-
ture promises, of course, is not

~iscal hawks never get a win

to touch Medicare and Social
Security. Then, interest on the
debt and defense spending
take up about another $2 tril-
lion.

What's left is, in the scheme
of things, a pittance, and even
programs in this category
have constituencies.

If the budget is ever to be
put on a more rational basis,
there is no substitute for mak-
ing a public case for a serious
reform agenda that includes
entitlements like Social Se-
curity and Medicare. This is
a politically perilous project,
which is why the Republi-
can Party abandoned it. How
much easier and satisfying it
is to tank flagrantly absurd
end-of-year spending bills and
to put extravagant hopes in
DOGE.

It is telling what else was
happening in Washington
while Mike Johnson’s continu-
ing resolution went down in
flames. Congress was busy
working to pass, on a biparti-
san basis, the Social Security
Fairness Act at a cost of rough-
ly $200 billion over 10 years. It
doesn’t matter that the legisla-
tion is a poorly designed give-
away to public employees that
experts across the spectrum
think is a bad idea.

DOGE will be hard-pressed
just to claw that money back.
Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy
have talked about cutting a
swath of federal workers. Ac-
cording to the Congressional

See Lowry, page 7
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Mayor reflects on progress

By Dorinda Borer

Mayor of West Haven

Happy New Year!

It’s hard to believe that just
last month marked the one-
year anniversary of my tenure
as Chief Executive Officer of
this great city. It's a perfect
moment to reflect on the prog-
ress we've made and identify
what more we need to achieve.

In the past year, we’ve made
significant strides toward the
top priorities I outlined in
January 2024: rebuilding trust,
fostering transparency, and
reimagining West Haven. I can
already sense a renewed sense
of community and optimism
as we move forward.

One of our key achieve-
ments is the City’s two credit
rating upgrades in just 10
months, alongside the full ac-
ceptance of our financial plan
by the Municipal Account-
ability Review Board (MARB).
These are tangible indicators
of progress in strengthening
our financial position. Ad-
ditionally, working with our
insurance company to recover
the $1 million lost in the 2021
theft is another financial suc-
cess that demonstrates our
commitment to accountability
and recovery.

Our new Economic Devel-
opment team has been instru-
mental in building a founda-
tion for future growth. We've
attracted investors for the
Conference Center and suc-
cessfully completed the re-
development of Beach Street,
which helped launch the new
coffee shop and RIVA.

Recognizing the challenges
in downtown, we secured a
$250,000 planning grant from
the State to professionally as-
sess parking, building, and
business expansion options. I
also launched a small business
program that distributed over
$400,000 for fagade upgrades,
which will benefit not just
downtown, but businesses
across the city. Through my
state network, we secured
funds to restore the Masonic
Temple, a long-awaited proj-
ect.

In addition to strengthen-
ing our financial standing, we
made strategic investments in
education and public safety.
By restructuring funds and
securing additional grants, we
were able to make the largest
investment in years toward
these critical sectors.

Throughout the year, I pri-
oritized environmental sus-
tainability and health, man-
aged several city departments,
and modernized city services
and buildings to better serve
our residents.

These achievements would
not have been possible with-
out the support of the City
Council, my colleagues, and,
most importantly, the resi-
dents of West Haven. By lis-
tening to your concerns and
staying focused, we’ve made
great strides together.

So, what’s next?

A lot! The goals for 2025 are
ambitious.

One of the major priorities
for the upcoming year is our
release from the MARB. While
the Board has been invaluable
in providing guidance and
funding over the past seven
years, it's time for West Ha-
ven to stand on its own. Our
progress in transforming our
governance and finances has
earned us their praise, but we
must continue to meet their
expectations. Achieving this
will send a powerful mes-
sage to potential investors and
demonstrate our growing fis-
cal stability.

In terms of development, we
are moving forward with re-
purposing the Debonair site, a
project that is nearing fruition.
Additionally, we are working
to convert surplus city proper-
ties into revenue-generating
assets that will strengthen our
Grand List, such as the sales of
Stiles School and North End
Field, which are now open for
bids after extensive environ-
mental reviews.

Another critical objective is
to strengthen our partnerships
with the University of New
Haven and Yale University.

These institutions play a key
role in our city, and while we
value their presence, we are
exploring innovative ways
they can further support West
Haven and its residents. We
expect progress in these con-
versations soon.

Equally important is secur-
ing the right buyer for the
HAVEN site. After settling a
lawsuit with the Simon Group
in early 2024 and addressing
lingering environmental chal-
lenges, we are now engaging
with several interested inves-
tors and will shrink the list to
those that share our vision for
the property. We aim to final-

Lowry: DOGE’s battle

Continued from page 6

Budget Office, in 2022, the federal government employed 2.3
million civilians at a cost of $271 billion. So if you can cut 10% of
those employees, which would be a stunning accomplishment,
you might cover the 10-year cost of the Social Security Fairness
Act, while still treading fiscal water.

This points to another similarity with 2013. All the drama and
chaos is unlikely to fundamentally alter our dreadful fiscal tra-

jectory.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2025 by King Features Synd., Inc.

ize a redevelopment plan with
the property’s owner in the
near future.

A major goal for 2025 is
to break ground on the new
Community Center, a vital
space for seniors, youth, and
veterans. The $1.7 million in
funding we secured in 2024 is
currently on hold until the stu-
dents at Molloy School transi-
tion to their new Washington
School.

Additionally, we are con-
tinuing to invest the remain-
ing ARPA funds into beautify-
ing our parks and improving
our stormwater infrastructure
to address flooding issues.
Planning for these projects is
nearly complete, and work is
expected to begin this spring.
We are also seeking addition-
al funding to modernize our
city’s transportation, broad-
band, and essential services.

In public safety, we will
complete the implementation
of a $1 million public safety
camera system across the city.
This is part of our ongoing ef-
fort to enhance security and
emergency preparedness. I
hold biweekly meetings with
public safety officials to dis-
cuss funding, strategies, and
the next steps for ensuring the
safety and well-being of our
community.

Finally, I am committed to

made In one year

meeting with more businesses
in 2025 to understand their
needs and explore ways to
support them.

While much of my time in
2024 was dedicated to internal
operations, I look forward to
making this a top priority in
the year ahead.

There is much more to do,
and while it's challenging
to capture everything in one
message, my final goal for
2025 is to find a balance—en-
suring West Haven makes
continued progress while also
taking time for us all to enjoy
the journey.

/
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WHEAT is now open Mondays too.

Our pantry is open:
Monday - 5:00-7:00 pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday - 2:00-4:30 pm.

All CT residents are welcome, no appointment needed.

Photo IDs and proof of address are not required. Visitors
can come once a month to receive food and should bring
their own grocery bags if possible.

WHEAT is looking for dedicated and compassionate
volunteers to work Monday evenings in our pantry!
If interested, please contact Volunteer Coordinator,
Fiona Pare, at fpare@wheatpantry.org.

WHEAT

674 Washington Ave., West Haven
wheatcharity@sbcglobal.net/
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Hot rod craze top

In the world of teen fads and
fashion, none took the nation
more than the hotrod craze
of the 1950s and 60s. Revved
up antiques, junkers, and just
put-together jalopies were giv-
en new looks and shown off to
friends and family.

In West Haven, the craze
was just as evident and given
some impetus by the local cul-
ture that included Savin Rock
Amusement Park and Donvan
Field, which was called the
West Haven Speedway, and
rumbled with hot rod races
every weekend until the mid-
60s.

By that time, the fad had
cooled, and kids went into
other areas, but for some the
clubs, friends and souped-
up autos that once ran along
main drags are something to
remember.

One of those is Hillside
Street resident Morgan Dun-
nigan. A city worker by day,
Dunnigan is attempting to-
gether a retrospective look at
some of the people, clubs and
jalopies that were once part of
the city’s scene.

If things are successful, he
hopes to cobble the results
into book form to show an-
other part of West Haven and
its history.

“I grew up in West Haven
and heard a lot of stories from
the 1950s and 1960s of hotrods
and custom cars cruising the
West Haven shore,” he said. “I
am compiling pictures of these
cards from the Savin Rock area
to put into a book for people to
reminisce and enjoy.”

In his spare time, he has
worked to collect many pic-
tures and talked to many for-
mer owners and members of
clubs that sprang up around
the community. They include
the Allingtown Road Winders,
Daytona Turf Burners, among
others. It is those “others” he
is trying to identify and in-
clude in his project.

He is looking for former
members and their families
to help include their stories in
his opus, hoping pictures and
descriptions of the people and
vehicles will enhance the story
he is trying to weave.

“I'm sure there were many
other groups and clubs, and
I'm trying to identify as many
as possible,” he said.

He pointed out two vehicles,
the backstories of which he is
eager to record.

“There was the Piston Jock-
ey CC, which I am trying to
identify,” he said. “This car
and member appear to be a

WEST HAVEN VOICE
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IC oocan research

Sumbitted Photo

Local enthusiast Morgan Dunnigan is looking for information and photos concerning the
heyday of the hot rod craze in the 1950s and 1960s. He hopes to put together a book on the topic

based on his research.

1951 Ford with a 1953 Chev-
rolet grille. And how about t
Ray Watt’s white 1960 Cadil-
lac chopped top convertible?
Does anyone have a picture of
that car?”

What interests Dunnigan is
not only the cars themselves,
but the time and effort each
individual or club put into the
building of the final product.

“The imagination and hard

work from these young car
owners made the cars unique
and something to be proud
of,” he said.

In finding more information
about those who did the work,
he said it is an opportunity to
show a new generation the ef-
forts of an earlier time.

“Here’s another chance to
show off the car you or a fam-
ily member was so proud of,”

he said.

While he has some material,
he is hoping families and for-
mer builders can become part
of the project.

If you have old photos of hot
rods or jalopies, and can help
tell the story around them,
Dunnigan wants to hear from
you.Those interested should
contact him at dunniganmor-
gan@gmail.com.

presented by:

Milfered Med Spa

3rd Annual
Regional Chamber of Commerce

Bridal Expo

Saturday, January 25, 2025

Plan your dream wedding all in one place!
Purchase tickets in advance

Grassy Hill

COUNTRY CLUB

1AM -2PM

Grassy Hill Country Club

Orange, CT

milfordct.com

MED 5FA

///r//'“?/




WEST HAVEN VOICE

Thursday, January 9, 2025 - Page 9

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

RipTide re-opens

Mayor Dorinda Borer cuts the rib-
bon with RipTide Restaurant & Bar
owner Andrew Wrzosek to celebrate
the waterfront establishment’s grand
opening under new ownership at 38

Ocean Ave. on Nov. 22.

Turcotte naméd

By Steven R. Mullins

Past Master, Annawon Lodge

Douglas Turcotte will be for-
mally installed on Monday,
Jan. 13, at 7:30 pm at 263 Cen-
ter Street. Dinner is at 6:30.

He has been married to Erin
Sherman for seven years and
has 3 kids; Joey (5), Matthew
(2), and Julia, joining the fam-
ily in November, 2024. He re-
places Worshipful Master Jo-
seph F. McVety, Jr.

Turcotte has worked in the
information security and IT
governance field for the last 10
years, currently working for a
global public accounting and
consulting firm.

Doug is also faculty at Fitch-
burg State University, teach-
ing business courses as an ad-
junct instructor for the MBA
program. He graduated from

Albertus Magnus College in
2014 with a B.S. in Informa-
tion systems and an Master’s
in business administration in
2018.

Prior to the IT business field,
Doug worked in non-profit
and education for nearly 10
years. Doug is also a member
of the West Haven Commu-
nity House Board of Direc-
tors and a baseball coach for
West Haven Little League.

Turcotte was inducted into
Masonry in 2019 by then-Wor-
shipful Master Richard Biela.
His other Masonic ventures
include serving as the sitting
Excellent High Priest for Jo-
seph Andrew- Pulaski Chap-
ter of Royal Arch Masons,
Grand Sentinel for the Grand
Chapter of CT, Captain of the
Guard for Crawford Council,

Photo by John Garcia
WORSHIPFUL MASTER DOUGLAS TURCOTTE

Junior Warden for New Hav-
en Commandery, Senior War-
den at St. John’s Lodge #2 in
Middletown, immediate past
master and current Chaplain
of Masonic Lodge of Research
in New Haven, and a mem-
ber of Madison Lodge #87 in
Madison.

The installation will be pre-
sided over by the Right Wor-

shipful Richard Memmott
Jr., Grand Tiler of the Grand
Lodge of Connecticut and
Worshipful Brother Kyle Pod-
polucha, past master of Anna-
won Lodge.

In addition to Turcotte,
other officers to be installed
are: Senior Warden: Joseph
F. McVety, Jr.; Junior War-
den: Jerry Nero; Treasurer:

Annawon Lodge Master

Jerry Calibrito ; Secretary:
Dennis Frosolone ; Chaplain:
John Garcia; Senior Deacon:
Andy Garcia; Junior Deacon:
Tim Buteau; Senior Stewart:
Josh Dwyer; Junior Stewart:
Scott Shippy; Historian: Chris-
tian Helwig; Marshall: Brian
Drury; Almoner: Kyle Podpo-
lucha; Web Master: Christian
Helwig; Tiler: Joe Viola.

FOXW@DS

RESORT ¢ CASINO

HIMARCH12TH

MASHANTUCKETHCT]

COST:¥545

CASH, CHECK, OR MONEY ORDER MADE PAYABLE TO:
WEST HAVEN SENIOR TRIP ACCOUNT

PAYMENT IS DUE ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH

COSTIING

UDES:

roundtrip transportation, driver gratuity, lively casino to gamble,
restaurants to get a bite to eat, and shop at the Tanger Outlets

ITINERARYE

8:15 AM

Bus Arrival to Vertical Church, 225 Meloy Road, West Haven, CT 06516

8:30 AM

Bus Departs from Vertical Church

8:45 AM

Pick Up East Haven Senior Center

3:00 PM

Departs From Foxwoods

TOJMAKERYOURIRESERVATION:ICALL(203)

93

NON-WHSC MEMBERS & NON-RESIDENTS WELCOME!




Page 10 - Thursday, January 9, 2025

WEST HAVEN VOICE

Excer TurougH Music i ! TeacuKipsMusic.orG

FUND RAISER CONCERT
Saturday, January 11th, 2025 3:30 « 7 PM
Randall’s Ba & B_gtaurant, 236 Platt Ave., West Haven

The Teach Kids Music All-Star Band
goes to California in January to
perform at the prestigious NAMM Music
conference. The newest band of

talented children aged 9 - 15 will play a
45-minute set on the Yamaha Grand
Plaza main stage Thursday January

23rd at the Anaheim Convention Center.

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO HELP THESE CHILDREN INSPIRE OTHERS!

Teach Kids Music will be holding a fundraiser concert event for their TKM All-star Band. All proceeds will go to help the children
with travel expenses. There will be performances from several other youth bands from Rock House School of Music and the
TKM All-Stra Band will perform their full set.

Here's how you can contribute:

Make a direct donation by scanning the QR code below.
Share the joy by contributing gift cards, services, or items for our exciting raffles.

www.TeachKidsMusic.org is a local non-profit that helps under provided children excel through music. Please come help
support the kids and treat yourself to some of the most talented children in CT! If you would like to make a donation you can
scan the QR code here as well.
Teach Kids Music, Inc, a 501(c)3 not for profit whose mission is to connect with young children
from opportunity limited families to plant the musical seed and enhance the development of
creative, lifetime skills that will help them be successful in life, within and outside of music

To learn more about Teach Kids Music visit our website at TeachKidsMusic.org

Sale ends February 14, 2025

Friendly Service .EBS [ie J ewe [e 1/'5 Family Owned

Provided Here!

27 Wagner Place, West Haven, CT

203-933-3291

Fall Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm;
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm. Other hours by appointment

And Operated

www.lesliejewelers.com

Cold snap invokes
protocol initiation

The plunging temperatures and news of a “polar vortex” en-
gulfing the region have prompted Gov. Ned Lamont to activate
a Severe Cold Weather Protocol - the second activation this win-
ter. For the next several days, the city has opened its own warm-
ing shelter for anyone who needs to get out of the cold, seven
days a week, all winter long.

Current forecast call for frigid conditions throughout the
northern tier of the nation over the next several days. Lamont
has directed to have the protocol in effect at least until today.
High temperatures are not supposed to reach above the mid-20s
with overnight lows in the teens or single digits.

Add to that gale warnings posted along the coast with winds
averaging 10-15 miles per hour, with gusts above 40 at least
through today.Anyone in need of shelter is urged t call 211 to
get connected to necessary services, or visit 211ct.org to view
locations. Transportation is available.

The weather forecast indicates Connecticut will experience
a period of particularly frigid conditions over the next several
days, he is directing the state’s severe cold weather protocol to
go into effect beginning at 6 p.m. tonight and remaining in effect
through noon on Thursday.

High temperatures during this period are forecast to be in the
mid to upper twenties, and overnight lows are expected to be
in the single digits and teens. Winds are expected to be out of
the northwest at 10 to 15 miles per hour with gusts potentially
reaching 40 miles per hour. Temperatures are expected to mod-
erate over the next few days. Anyone in need of shelter is urged
to call 2-1-1 to get connected to these services or visit 211ct.org
to view a list of locations. Transportation can be provided if nec-
essary.

The city’s warming center is the former medical building at
689 Campbell Ave. and is open to all residents nightly through
April. Those with children will have separate spaces.

Those needing the service are asked to arrive between 7-11
p-m. any night. The doors of the facility will be locked at 11,
and members will be asked not to leave until morning, when
the doors open at 7 a.m. The city’s main library will be open for
those needing a place for the day.

The facilities offer coffee and snacks as well as security and
outreach workers to help those needing services.

The center is funded through an American Rescue Plan hous-
ing crisis grant, according to city officials, and the same funding
source is used to procure bus passes for those who may need
them.The city’s two libraries are serving as warming centers
during regular business hours.:

The Main Library, 300 Elm St. is open Monday through Thurs-
day, 9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Friday and Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to
5p.m.

The Ora Mason Branch, 260 Benham Hill Road, is open Mon-
day noon to 8 p.m., Tuesday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m.

City recoups $1M taken
by fraudulant officials

The Borer administration was able to reclaim funds embez-
zled by former city and state officials, according to an announce-
ment published just prior to the Christmas holiday.

The announcement heralded that “Mayor Dorinda Borer gave
city residents an early Christmas present,” receiving an insur-
ance reimbursement of more than $1 million to cover the cost of
the federal pandemic relief funds stolen three years ago by then-
state Rep. Michael DiMassa and John Bernardo.

DiMassa and Bernardo were convicted in the scam along with
several others. All were given federal prison terms of varying
lengths. DiMassa and Bernardo were city employees who were
involved in a scheme that defrauded the city and taxpayers of
$1.2 million.

Since taking office in December 2023, Borer has made it her
mission to recover the stolen COVID-19 money for the taxpay-
ers of West Haven.

“At the time, the theft left the city’s image decimated and
residents second-guessing their trust in elected officials. But the
daunting task of recovering the money did not deter Borer, and
her determination has paid off,” said the release announcing the
reimbursement.

Voice Classifieds
(203) 934-6397
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Hibernation

Students from West Haven Community House Classroom
1300A create their hibernating project that is part of the weath-
er display on page 2.

JANUARY
MOVIE MATINEE

saturdav, JAN. 18TH @ 1PM

WEST HAVEN PUBLIC LIBRARY
CONNIE SACCO ROOM
300 ELM ST.

WEST HAVEN, CT 06516
(203)937-4233

www.westhavenlibrary.org

“No Registration™

A Evergreen Cemetery & Crematory

» Cremation (Choose to be cremated at Evergreen.)
* Columbarium in the Most Beautiful Cremation Garden

» Burial Lots (infant, single, two-grave, or four-grave)

* Monuments & Markers (black, gray, or pink granite)

» Flower program (single or multiple placement)

* All orders can be placed at the Evergreen office or on the
website.

769 Ella T. Grasso Boulevard, New Haven CT 06519
203.624.5505 or evergreencem.org

We’re Here When You Need Us!

Reserve your Niche in a secure location pre-need.
Reserve a Niche for family and friends or purchase a Niche
at-need to safely secure your loved one in the Columbarium.
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Parking: Weather
brings restrictions

Contiued from page 1
from Elm to Beach streets, and Main Street from Savin to Wash-
ington avenues.

In the event of a parking ban, the following public lots are
available for off-street parking:

~~ All schools.

~~ Campbell Avenue and Captain Thomas Boulevard, next to
Biagetti’s Restaurant, 77 Campbell Ave., and Scoreboards Cafe,
100 Campbell Ave.

~~ Johnson Community Center, 201 Noble St.

~~ Campbell Avenue, across from Duffy’s Tavern, 241 Camp-
bell Ave.

~~ Curtiss Place, behind 473 Campbell Ave.

~~ Campbell Avenue, behind 519 Campbell Ave.

~~ City Hall, 355 Main St.

~~ Former Stiles School, 575 Main St.

~~ First Avenue commuter lot.

~~ Quigley Stadium, 362 Front Ave.

~~ Sawmill Road commuter lot, across from Econo Lodge, 370
Highland St.

Sandella is also reminding residents and businesses to shovel
their sidewalks within 24 hours after a storm or face a $25 fine
“for each day that the violation persists.”

According to the “Removal of Snow and Ice” ordinance under
Chapter 195 of the West Haven Code, people are given 24 hours
to remove snow from sidewalks on and bordering their proper-
ties.

Violators are subject to the $25-per-day fine, which is enforced
by the Police Department, the ordinance states. To report a com-
plaint, call the department’s nonemergency line at (203) 937-
3900. Complaints are kept confidential.

Offiicals also pointed out that plowing or blowing snow into
city streets is prohibited and violators are subject to a $60 fine
for each offense, per the ordinance. Also, residents and busi-
nesses with mailboxes damaged by snow thrown from a plow
are the responsibility of the property owner.

The city will only repair mailboxes damaged by the striking
of a plow blade if there is visible evidence, such as paint or tire
tracks.

Snow removal around mailboxes is the property owner’s re-
sponsibility.

Residents are also urged to help firefighters keep hydrants
clear of snow.

For more information, call the Highway Department at 203-
937-3644 or visit the Department of Public Works page at https://
www.cityofwesthaven.com/177/Public-Works.

WE'RE HERE TO HELP YOU
SAVE $ ON YOUR ENERGY

Contact us for a custom quote on your
electric and/ or natural gas.

**e, _ We'll also let you know if you qualify
W, for a FREE energy audit.

Contact:

MICHAEL H

Ph:

Photos by Tianna Greene

Borer, Santa bring holiday cheer to seniors

Mayor Dorinda Borer, third from left, welcomes Santa Claus to the West Haven Senior Cen-
ter’s “Merry & Bright Holiday Luncheon” at Cielo Banquet Hall on Dec. 6. With Borer and
Santa are, from left, senior center program coordinator Donna MacLennan, Elderly Services
Director Alyssa Maddern, senior center office coordinator Jim Arria, Youth and Family Services
Director Diane Dietman, youth services coordinator Coraly Colon and personnel administra-
tive floater Lauren Kenney. At the catered luncheon, more than 60 senior center members re-
ceived a gift bag from the mayor and a personalized belt bag from the center. The event fea-
tured entertainment by Jose Paolo and included a raffle for a poinsettia plant decorated with
scratch tickets and a raffle for a bottle of wine and a fleece blanket. It also included photos with
Santa, of course.

Conivanions

CT DCP Registration HCA-000807

Home care by Aides and Companions can be a low cost alternativeto more
expensive assisted living programs. We work to ensure our clients stay safe and
healthy at home. We can help to identify needs before they become difficultand
expensive to resolve.

Unlike most home care agencies, Aides and Companions Personal Care Aides receive
monthly “in-service” training to help keep their skills honed. Most are graduates of
state-certified training programs as well.

OUR SERVICES

Live-In Care Showering - Dressing Assistance

Daily/Weekly Visits Doctor's Visits

Overnight Care Respite Care

Activities of Daily Living Long Term - Short Term Service
CT Agency on Aging Provider

65 Elm St, West Haven info@Aidesandcompanions.com

(203) 777-1234 Aidesandcompanions.com
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Historlan’s corner

Shore Haven
Junior Baseball League
Part II

As a boy, Mike Freda had a
serious case of Baseball Fever:
If he wasn’t playing sandlot
ball with his friends, he was
practicing by himself. He
would begin to play shortly af-
ter breakfast, come home only
for lunch, play all afternoon,
come back home for dinner,
then play until dark. Some
days, alone, Mike would play
imaginary games against ma-
jor league teams by throwing
pitches against a target on the
brick wall of his house; even as
he was keeping track of balls
and strikes, he imagined him-
self facing well-known profes-
sional ball players on whatev-
er team he had chosen to face
on that day.

On other days, Mike would
play ball in an imaginary out-
field, throwing his baseball
up onto the roof of the Freda
home, and fielding the ball
wherever it came down. This
drive and intensity would
serve him well in the years to
come, for when he turned nine,
Mike joined the Shore Haven
Junior Baseball League. In the
ensuing years, if he wasn’t in
school, he was playing sports
all day and baseball at night.

il i

Mike Freda looked up to
the coaches, and also to his
friends’ fathers, and modeled
himself after what he saw in
them. Mike was gifted with
a father, Mike senior, who be-
came an assistant coach and
later a coach at Shore Haven.
Ultimately, the elder Mike
Freda would pass away just
as the younger Mike Freda
was reaching manhood. The
league honored him at an
all-star game--July 6, 1975,
shortly before his passing--for
his contributions to the league
overall and his years of dedi-
cated service. Fifty years later,
Mike recalls that moment like
it was yesterday.

Coaches during that period
included: Jerry Greenwald,
Ray Collins, Bennie Vail, Joe
Fortino, Bill Gilbert, Jerry Ca-
labrito, Al Juniello, Sonney Pe-
tis, Ed Jennings, Tom Hibson,
Fred Parsons, Paul Messino,
Tom Carmody, John Kusick,
Joe Detullo, Chris Straton,
Andy Cafaro, Joe Morrell.

From the start, young Kyle
Marmelstein liked playing
baseball with the Shore Haven
league. He liked being part of
a team and he liked the com-
petitive spirit that would arise
in him from that association.
In fact, he liked just about ev-

erything about it--but, at age
eleven, Kyle had presumed
that he and baseball were fin-
ished. An injury had finished
the season for him, and he
elected to skip the following
year altogether.

And he figured that was it
for Kyle and Baseball.

But, as is often the way, life
had other plans for him. A
few years hence, he would
marry into a baseball loving
family, and his love affair with
the game would be rekindled.
His father-in-law, Rich Pyrdol
was on his way to becoming
Shore Haven’s Senior League
commissioner, and in time,
Kyle would become a long-
term coach, co-treasurer, and
a member of the board of di-
rectors of the league. That
board, by the way, is a balance
of experienced old hands and
youthful energy. Such is the
power of baseball, and such is
the attraction of this league.

Some of the league features:
Player evaluation where every
child is placed on a team (no
cuts); Games played during
the week, no weekends (par-
ents love this); Continuous
batting order; Scholarships
awarded yearly to HS seniors
who graduated from Shore
Haven.

- e 2

Many future high school and

examples. How many of these players can you recognize?

college players began their careers in the SHJBL. Here are two

Two constants for the league
throughout the years: There
have been 4 generations of the
Morrell and Dini families over
the years;

Currently the league con-
sists of 4 divisions: Weeball
(ages 3-4), 4 teams; Teeball
(ages 5-6), 6 teams; Coach
pitch (ages 7-8), 6 teams; Se-
nior (ages 9-12), 4 teams.

Current Board:

President- Frank Dini, Vice
President-Rick Dini, League
Commissioners -- Seniors-
Rich Pyrdol, Bob McDermott,
Softball-  Jeremy  Pasture,
Coach Pitch- Nick Azano; Tee
Ball- Don Webb, Weeball- Jor-
dan Ashley. Commissioner of
Umpires -Tony Dini, Webmas-
ter- Dom Contessa, Treasurer-
Charlie Gunning, Kyle Marm-
elstein, Secretary- Rob Vets,

Registrations are ongo-
ing now. For more informa-
tion: shorehaveninfo@gmail.
com or www.shjrbl.com.

Special thanks to Frank Dini
for his considerable help in the
telling of this tale.

Dan Shine is a columnist for
the West Haven Voice, and lo-
cal history buff

Registrations are ongo-
ing now. For more informa-
tion: shorehaveninfo@gmail.
com or www.shjrbl.com

Legal Notice

NOTICE TO BIDDERS:

pm.

site: www.westshorefd.com

INVITATION TO BID
WEST SHORE FIRE DISTRICT
WEST HAVEN CT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed bids for a testing
vendor to conduct a written and oral examination for the
position of Part-Time Deputy Fire Marshal will be received
by the West Shore Fire District, 860 Ocean Ave, West
Haven Ct 06516, until February 6, 2025, at 2:00 pm. The
bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at 860 Ocean
Ave West Haven, CT, 06516, on February 6, 2025, at 2:00

The full bid specification can be found at the district’s web-

gt
|
]

West Haven Funeral Fome

In this age of corporate-owned funeral homes,
we are a family owned and operated
establishment, proudly serving our community
since 1965.

We provide a level of dignity, respect, personal
care and attention to detail that is second-to-
none. Inyour time of need, allow us to honor

your loved one — not because this is our
business, but because this is our way of life.

Celia Pinzi & James Stricker

Pre—Arrangements & Pre—Financing Available
662 Savin Avenue, West Haven, CT 06516 - Phone: (203) 934-7921

Email: office@westhavenfuneral.com - www.westhavenfuneral.com
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Boys’ hoops opens red hot!

The West Haven boys basketball team opened the season in
impressive fashion, beginning the campaign with a win streak,
and setting the pace for the rest of the season.

. Traveling to Trumbull, West Haven posted an 88-47 victory
over St. Joseph in the season opener.

The high-powered West Haven offense started quickly and
never let up in the opening win. West Haven jumped out to a
25-9 lead after one quarter, increased the margin to 47-22 at the
half, and cruised to a 67-35 lead after three quarters.

Juniors Aaron Johnson led three Westies in double figures
with 20 points, Brandon Bellamy had 18 points, and Loshon Ro-
man finished with 14.

Johnson led the offensive run in the opening quarter with
seven points, while Bellamy and senior John Pickett each had
five. Bellamy added eight more in the second quarter, and Ro-
man and Johnson each scored four. Pickett, Johnson, and Ro-
man each scored four points in the third quarter.

West Haven won its second consecutive contest to start the
season with a 61-46 victory over Jonathan Law in the home
opener for the Westies.

The Westies had eight different players in the scoring column
and were led by Kannan Morris with 24 points. Johnson fin-
ished with 11 points, while Bryan Tillman and Jahki Little each
scored six.

Johnson scored seven of his points in the opening quarter and
was instrumental in the two teams going to the second quarter
even at 11. West Haven took a 26-20 lead into the half as Morris
drained three 3-pointers in the second quarter.

Law cut the West Haven lead to 39-36 in the third quarter, be-
fore West Haven closed the game on a 22-10 fourth quarter run.
Morris was the key in the fourth quarter as he scored 13 points,
including three more 3-pointers and two free throws.

The Westies connected on seven of ten fourth quarter free
throws.

West Haven returned to action with a 69-40 win over North
Haven at the Floyd Little Athletic Center. With the win, West
Haven improved to 3-0 on the year.

The Westies broke away in the second quarter to take a seven-
point lead, before a 20-6 run gave the Westies a 48-27 lead after
three quarters. Morris led the Westies with 16 points, Loshon
Roman had 15 points, and Johnson scored 14 in the win.

Morris came up big in the second quarter with 12 points, while
Roman had nine points in the third quarter. Johnson helped seal
the game with seven fourth quarter points.

West Haven remained undefeated with a 49-47 overtime vic-
tory over Foran. With the road victory, West Haven improved
to 4-0 on the season.

Johnson led the Westies with 16 points, and Morris added 12
points in the win for West Haven.

Behind nine points from Johnson, West Haven led 15-8 after
one quarter. Morris scored five points in the second quarter to
help the Westies to a 29-19 lead, before Foran used a 21-11 run
in the third quarter to even the game at 40.

Each team scored just four points in the fourth quarter, be-
fore baskets by Johnson and Tillman, along with a free throw by
Morris, proved to be the difference in overtime.

West Haven remained undefeated with a 67-52 home victory
over East Haven. With the win, West Haven improved to 5-0 on
the season.

The contest was a tight one until the Westies pulled away in
the middle two quarters, outscoring East Haven 33-21 to take a
48-36 advantage to the final quarter.

Johnson led the Westies with 21 points, Morris added 16, and
John Pickett had nine in the win.

Morris hit a pair of 3-pointers and Johnson scored four points
for 10 of the team’s 15 first quarter points, before Johnson added
six more in the second quarter. Morris and Johnson were at it
again in the third quarter with Morris knocking down two more
3-pointers and Johnson hitting all four of his free throws.

Johnson helped seal the contest in the fourth quarter, scoring
ten of his team’s 19 points.

West Haven improved to 6-0 with a 67-41 road victory over

See Westies, page 17

Photo by Todd Dandelske
Ja’Kha Little gets the layup in the Blue Devils’ victory over the East Haven Yellow Jackets.
His squad began the season with a win streak.

Riley Patton battles for the puck in the Westie Sharks game versus Hall/Conard.
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(800) 224-2128 BAYBROOK

REMODELERS, INC.

i

PRIME

SERIES
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N ) Dual Pane

‘ Laminated | [
e ol Exterios = IntelliGlass N
‘ ‘ INSULATION (U-VALUE)
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Full Screen SOLAR HEAT GAIN COEFFICIENT
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o Multi chambered vinyl construction for superior strength and thermal efficiency

Colonial lPerimeter . Prairie . Valance o Shadow grooved sash welds replicate the look of mitered wood corners
. .. l ... e Biomaxx composite locks and keepers that are 50% stronger than standard hardware
—_—
. . . I - I — o One of the strongest window warranties available including accidental glass breakage

placed between the glass and are securely locked into

place, so they'll always remain straight and true. ® Dual push-button nlght latches

:!' | E I a ® Foam filled frame
| | . . .
= — ' Flat and Georgian profiles available. Grids are e Reinforced meetmg rail

In Business Since 1992

v Work Performed by Employees on Staff

REMODELERS, INC.

/' On Staff State Licensed Building
Inspector to Pull All Permits

CT LIC # 554001 | MA LIC # 09104610
FULLY INSURED

West Haven, CT Fairfield, CT T T T
824 Boston Post Road 1700 Post Road
West Haven, CT 06516 Fairfield, CT 06824
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baybrookremodelers.com

(800) 224-2128

v 24 HourLive Receptionist!
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——
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In the swing

The winter sports season is in full swing. Clockwise from top right -- West Haven wrestler
Julian Montiel looks for an opening in his match against Amity. Meanwhile, Teammate Mark
Aiken slams an Amity opponent in his victory at Amity. No. 23 Noelle Lawrence goes for the
basket versus the Spartans, while Taryn Walker makes her own drive hoop for the Westies

WestieBlue.com against Amity.

GRASIYT HILL

Grassy Hill Auctions
CASH $ For Your Items!!
= ESTATE SALE SERVICES
Always Buying &
Antiques, Collectibles, OldMintage Toys, Musical Instruments ATTIC & BASEMENT
Saxophaones, Trumpets, Violing, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone &
.. ‘gi} MUCH MORE), Advertising ltems, Wristwatches (Broken or CLEANOUTS
For all your West Haven sports, visit Not), Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, &
. MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Qil Paintings, Cld Signs, Old
www.westieblue.com Photographs, Old Posteards, Brewery ltems, Hunting & Jude M. Dichele
F iéhi{égépst:z Dijspenserséglﬂséuglie Jegelnr, Iﬂnken Jewelry, owner
) D ilver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military ltems,
Complaia caverage of all spards taams from Youth Sports io Amnt Swords & Bayonels, Helmels & Palches, Medals & Unifoms, (203) 868-1816
. L Focket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical ! .
Photos Videos  Player of the Week  WH Champsonship ieams Pencils, Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial GI‘HSS}'HI"AUC‘IWHS.EDI‘H
Futwe Westies  Alummi  Hall of Fame:  WH News and Notes Items, Winchester ltems, Sikorsky Items, Praft & Whitney
Team Leaders  Statistics (;:'hm]nﬁm:hm Coaches Comer I!Semaéﬂnld]_lter?a, Naliﬁaﬂmgrimg ll_l'remﬁ, 'I.ﬁntagéa %EW“F“Q
moe lot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & Hot Wheels, Barbie's, Fol
Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern Ealﬁ;::::::l;::!mw
. . Furniture, Straight Razors, Shaving ltems, Political Items,
Yoar Everyg:zg WEST HAVEN Sparts site Cormic Books, Sports Cards, & Autographs...
tact Mike Madera & THE LIST GOES ON!
Phone: (203) 530-1322

Emal: MikeWesbeBlue{@aol com
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Westies: Teams settle into regular season

Continued from page 14
Sheehan. Four players were in
double figures as the Westies
remained perfect on the sea-
son.

Johnson led the way with
18 points, including nine in
the second quarter. Morris
finished with 17 points, eight
of which came in the fourth
quarter, and Roman had 14,
including six in the first quar-
ter.

The West Haven boys hock-
ey team opened the season
with a 3-2 victory over North
Branford. Senior Matt Rasile
finished with 20 saves, while
Thomas Porto and Justin Bru-
no each had a goal and an as-
sist.

Despite outshooting North
Branford 12-4 in the opening
period, West Haven trailed 1-0
after one period of play.

The Westies needed just
19 seconds of the second pe-
riod to turn the tide as Brody
DiNuzoo rushed down the
right wing and evened the
game. Bruno and Porto assist-
ed on the goal.

Porto gave the Westies a 2-1
lead just 1:03 later with an un-
assisted short-handed goal.
After West Haven pressure
was turned aside, Bruno gave
West Haven a 3-2 lead with
2:02 remaining in the middle
period.

Rasile did the rest for West
Haven as he stopped a pair of
breakaways by Max Becker in
the third period, and made a
big save off a shot by T.J. Con-
nelly in front with 5:34 left.
Rasile’s stop of Becker’s break-
away with 4:12 remaining
proved to be the difference.

West Haven could not keep
the momentum going.

Putting only 12 shots on
goal in the game, the Westies
fell, 4-2, at North Haven in a
Southern Connecticut Confer-
ence contest at Northford Ice
Pavilion.

The Nighthawks wore the
Westies down in the second
period and it took 13 saves
from West Haven goaltender
Matt Rasile to keep the game
within striking distance.

Rasile was forced to come
up big throughout the period
as West Haven did not get its
first quality shot on goal until
Cam Lipford’s shot in front
with 3:15 remaining was de-
nied by North Haven goalten-
der Joseph Salzano.

West Haven dropped its
second straight contest and
fell to 1-2 with a 9-3 defeat
against Thornton Academy in
the opener of the St. Dominic
Hockey Tournament in Au-
burn, ME. Kai Lupa made 37
saves in the loss.

Trailing 2-0, Lipford scored
off an assist from Mazuroski
with 1:58 left in the opening
period to get the Westies with-
in 2-1. Thornton led 3-1 enter-
ing the third period, before
blowing the game open with

three goals in the first 1:29 of
the third for a 6-1 lead.

Brady Price scored off an
assist from Porto to get West
Haven within 6-2, before Bru-
no got West Haven within 7-3
with 8:12 remaining. Thornton
Academy added the final two
goals in the opening win over
West Haven.

West Haven got back in the
win column and improved to
2-2 with a 6-1 win over Lewis-
ton, ME. Porto and Bruno led
the way with two goals and an
assist each, and Rasile made
21 saves for the win.

The Westies took a 1-0 lead
late in the opening period on
the power play when DiNuz-
zo scored from the point off an
assist from Porto.

West Haven put the game
away with four goals in the
second period for a 5-0 lead.
Porto scored twice 2:07 apart
for a 3-0 advantage, Price
scored an unassisted goal for
a 4-0 lead, and Bruno did the
same with 10 seconds left in
the period for a 5-0 advantage.

Bruno closed West Haven’s
scoring in the third period off
an assist from Adam McGlone.

West Haven closed its trip
to Maine with a 6-3 loss to Ed-
ward Little High School. The
Westies trailed early, fought
back, but did not have enough
in the end.

Trailing 3-0 in the second
period, West Haven got with-
in a goal on tallies by Price
and Josh Rodrigue 29 seconds
apart. Porto got the Westies
within a goal once again, but
Edward Little pulled away late
for the victory. Rasile made 14
saves in the loss.

West Haven moved to 2-3-1
with a 1-1 tie against Lyman
Hall at Northford Ice Pavil-
ion. The Westies pressured
throughout the contest, but
they were unable to score until
the final two minutes.

Lyman Hall took the lead
with 1:08 remaining in the
opening period, and that lead
held until the final two min-
utes.

Off assists from Bruno and
DiNuzzo, Porto used a wrap
around to even the game with
1:17 left in regulation.

Neither team scored in over-
time as the Westies played to
the tie.

The West Haven/Sacred
Heart Academy girls hockey
team opened the season in im-
pressive fashion with a 3-2 vic-
tory over Guilford.

Alessandra Picard scored
twice for the Westie Sharks, in-
cluding the game-winner late
in the third period. Cara Mil-
rad finished with two assists.

Trailing 1-0 in the open-
ing period, WHSHA tied
the game with 5:38 remain-
ing when Olivia Twarowski
scored off assists from Milrad
and Picard. Just 1:19 later, the
Westie Sharks took a 2-1 lead
as Picard scored off assists

from Milrad and Elena Losito.

With a tie game and 1:01 re-
maining in regulation, Picard
sent the Westie Sharks to
the win with assists going to
Heather Fonda and Taryn Lat-
tanzi.

Evelyn Twarowski made
nine saves in the win for WH-
SHA.

The team improved to 2-0
with a 9-0 victory over Hand
in the team’s home opener at
the Edward L. Bennett Rink.

Evelyn Twarowski made
nine saves over the first two
periods and Megan Losito
made four saves in the third
period of the shutout victory.

Olivia  Twarowski  and
Picard each scored twice, with
Picard adding three assists,
and Olivia Twarowski also
having an assist. Fonda and
Hailey Azzarone each finished
with a goal and an assist in the
win for the Westie Sharks.

WHSHA won its third
straight contest to start the sea-
son with a 2-1 victory over the
Amity/North Haven/Cheshire
Blades.

Each team scored in the
opening period and the game
remained tied at one until
Picard scored an unassisted
goal with 6:26 remaining in
the contest for a 2-1 lead.

The Westie Sharks got on
the scoreboard first with 4:15
remaining in the opening pe-
riod when Gonzalez scored off
an assist from Azzarone. That
lead was short-lived as the
Blades evened the game at one
with 33 seconds remaining in
the opening period.

Behind a strong defensive
effort, Evelyn Twarowski

made 22 saves for the Westie
Sharks, including nine in the

first period and eight in the
second. The Westie Sharks al-
lowed just five shots on goal in
the third period.

In a battle of unbeaten
teams, Hamden showed the
Westie Sharks the team would
be tough again this year as a
late first period goal paved the
way to a 5-1 Hamden victory
at the Edward L. Bennett Rink.

Hamden scored with less
than a second remaining in
the first period and added two
more in the second for a 3-0
lead.

The Westie Sharks got with-
in 3-1 when Lattanzi scored an
unassisted goal 3:09 into the
third period, but West Haven
/ Sacred Heart Academy never
got closer. Hamden’s Abby
Petersen scored twice in the
final 3:33 to ice the game.

Evelyn Twarowski made 25
saves in the loss for the Westie
Sharks.

West Haven / Sacred Heart
Academy closed the week
with a 3-0 loss against Hall-
Conard. With the loss, the
Westie Sharks fell to 3-2 on the
year.

The West Haven girls bas-
ketball team opened the sea-
son with a dominant effort in
a 78-23 victory over Wilton at
West Haven High.

Noelle Lawrence led the
Westies with 28 points, while
Ella Morgan finished with 12
points, 10 rebounds, and sev-
en assists.

West Haven girls improved
to 2-0 with a 71-32 home vic-
tory over Lyman Hall. Law-
rence led West Haven with 24
points, Taryn Walker had 15
points and 13 rebounds, while
Morgan added 10 points and
11 rebounds.

West Haven fell to 2-1 with
a 56-37 road loss to Mercy in
Middletown. Lawrence led
West Haven with 26 points.

The Westies dropped their
second straight contest and
fell to 2-2 with a 53-22 home
loss against Trumbull. Law-
rence led West Haven with 12
of the team’s 22 points.

West Haven got back on the
winning track and improved
to 3-2 with a 78-13 victory over
Norwalk in the opener of the
West Haven Holiday Tourna-
ment. The Westies led 48-5 at
the half and cruised to the win.

Morgan led the way with
14 points, 15 rebounds, eight
blocks, and five assists. Law-
rence added 12 points and 10
assists in the win.

West Haven won the 2024
West Haven Holiday Tourna-
ment with a 50-40 victory over
Bristol Eastern in the champi-
onship game.

Lawrence was the tourna-
ment’s most valuable player,
and she finished with 21 points
and 10 rebounds. D’Lyana
Dixon finished with 10 points,
and Morgan had eight points
to go along with her solid de-
fensive effort.

West Haven improved to 5-2
with a 57-21 victory over Shel-
ton.

Lawrence led the way with
24 points, 10 rebounds, and
five steals. Dixon had 11
points, and Morgan added
nine steals, six rebounds, and
five assists.

The Westies fell to 5-3 with
a 62-42 home loss against Am-
ity. Lawrence led the Wes-
ties with 15 points and eight
rebounds. Sophomore Taryn
Walker added 12 points in the
loss.

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Thomas Porto scores on a wrap around to tie the game against Lyman Hall.
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon? Call Phyl-
lis Franco,
(203) 932-9367.
And | will drop off a brochure.
Over 30 years’ experience.
Friendly Service.

FOR RENT

Harborview Condominiums
Commercial space available
In this professional building.
Desk/Space from $295/month.
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-
street parking, Use of pent-
house meet- ing room, janito-
rial services.Call us for an inter-
view. (203) 932-6455 Fran x 301

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor
repairs, tree work, hedge- trim-
ming, power washing, Insured.
Free estimates. Call
(475) 238-2199.

PLUMBING PROBLEMS???

Leaky pipes, Leaky Faucets,
Leaky Showers, RunningToilet,
Drain Cleaning, Leaky Hot Wa-
ter Heater, Gardbage Dispos-
als, Dry- er/Washers, Laundry
Lines, Dish- washer Lines, Gas

PIANO LESSONS
BY COMPUTER
Since 1992, in your home
when we can.

Beginners welcome,
reasonable rates.

Details, References.

Stoves, FULL PLUMBING RE-
PAIR SERVICES,(203) 584-6868.

SEEKING NEW STUDENTS

Grammy-nominated musi-
cian/ piano teacher Judy Pan-
coast now ac- cepting new stu-
dents to start in Sep- tember
in West Haven. All ages. Email
mamanook@comcast.net  for
all the details.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Carpenter-minimum 10 years’
experience;
-must be able to speak fluent
English;
-must be able to work well
with others;
-needs a minimum of three
references (not family);
-must have a valid driver’s li-
cense;
-must be able to pass a drug
test;
-must be able to work nights
and weekends.
Martins Building
& Remodeling, LLC
Phone: (203) 305-7940.

\

J’s Lawn Service
Accepting new clients/custom-
ers for summer lawn care. Also,
spring cleanup and lawn prepa-
ration. For estimates call (203)
435-3319. Veterans and senior
discounts available.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Deck work - Porches - new or
repairs. Floors - Stairs - railings
-posts - columns.

Interior work -walls and ceil-
ings repaired.

Minor carpenry work.

Call Bill, (203) 901-2136.

Art Painting Instruction

Acrylics or oils $30 for a 3
hour session in West Haven

Call Edith at 203 232 4384 edi-
threynolds.com.

West Haven Elk’s Lodge
Hall Rentals
150 person capacity.
Low Prices.

Bar and Kitchen
facilities available.
Great for all functions.
Free Parking.
203-671-4322 / 203-933-1537

EMMETT'S AUTO CENTER
REPAIRS AUTO BODY TOWING 24 HRS

EMMETT MAHER
OWNER

TAX

your
Let me help you
Over 40 yeras

SERVICE

More changes in tax laws affect

2204 taxes!
get your refunds//////
preparing taxes in a

professional, timely, and cost-efficient manner!
No waiting with pick-up and drop-off service.
Call (203) 934-9525.

E)rr:a kfast -~
Try Our Omelett

Our Menu Includes:
Salads, Grinders,
Wraps, Burgers,

Pasta. Greek Items

Dine In or Take Out
A

{UNCH SPECTZ
FREE CEN oF §

]__unc:.]'l - Dinner
es - Starting at $5.00!

—4.

DE
WITE PURCHASE OF £ SUE OF
(LU SEIDWICH

142 Campbell Ave
(203) 934-4407

o

s

In West Haven: 203-479-4467 Open at 7 am
~ King Crossword  [jacicsaze @ MAKEUP Answers
ACROSS 38 Qatdoc 11 EDoopgroup PZXVGNILIOFSQOM
1 Screen star 39 Life story 17 "— It 6 3 817 puzz|es
Lamarr 40 Madonna role Romantic?" K1 GE CAYVWAUSQP
5 Abruptturn 43 "Cutie," e.g. 19 Scot's refusal 2 3 6|1
8 Wild party 47 Peevish 22 "A spider!" NLGNITTTESITCHHEFE 8 6 9 2
12 Half a sextet 49 Actor Jannings 23 Jazzy style CDWATERLINESFAY 5 Z 379
13 Equi- 50 "No —!" ("Sure 24 Exploit
14 Tennis great thing!") 25 Boy king XRVUTL SQPNBUAME 86 5
Arthur 51 Quibble 26 Mas' mates
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The West Haven Seahawks
are bringing another National
Championship back home to
West Haven.

The Seahawks — who have
four competitive cheerleading
squads, ranging from 5-years
old up to 13-years old, recently
sent all four of their teams to
Orlando, FL to compete for a
National Championship title.

The Tiny Mites, West Ha-
ven's youngest cheer team
consisting of 21 girls between
the ages of 5 and 7, came out
on top. These athletes finished
out their 2024 season unde-
feated as they are the current
Southern Connecticut, State,
New England Regional, and
Pop Warner National Cham-
pions.

Scoring an impressive 95.27
in Orlando, the Tiny Mites be-
came not only the highest scor-
ing team of the day at Nation-
als, but also the top scoring
team representing the New
England Region. Out of 551
teams from all over the coun-
try competing for a National
Title this year, the West Haven
Tiny Mites had the fifth high-
est score of the entire week.

West Haven’s Mitey Mite
squad is made up of 22 girls,
ages 8 and 9. This group of
athletes were the 2023 New
England Regional Champions,
and they were determined to
come back this season strong.

Seahawks cheer team wins natlonals

Submitted Photo

The West Haven Seahawks Tiny Mites left Orlando, FL with the Pop Warner National Cheerleading Championship.

The Mitey Mites placed sec-
ond at the Southern Connecti-
cut competition and third at
the Connecticut State competi-
tion. At New England Region-
als, they earned fifth place and
qualified to represent West
Haven at the Nationals, where
they finished seventh in the
Nation.

The Seahawk Junior Peewee
cheer team, which includes 23
girls, ages 10 and 11, earned
first place in its division at
both the Southern Connecticut
and Connecticut State Com-
petition. At the New England
Regionals, the team placed
fifth, and for a third year in
a row, qualified for a bid to

the National Championship
where they finished ninth in
the Nation.

The Junior Varsity squad
includes 21 athletes, all aged
12 and 13. Many of these girls
have been cheering together
since they were five, but this
was their first season going
level 2. The team placed first at

both the Southern Connecticut
and Connecticut State compe-
titions, and third at Regionals,
which secured a qualifying
bid to Nationals. In Orlando,
the team put on an impressive
show and earned a top 10 fin-
ish.

Eight of the girls will move
onto high school next year.

s

Registration for ALL players, new and returning,
is available online starting on January 1

at: www.shjrbl.com

Senior Division: Boys ages 9-12

Softball Division: Girls ages 9-13

Minor Division: Boys and Girls ages 7-8

Tee Ball: Boys and Girls ages 5-6
Wee Ball: Boys and Girls ages 3-4

Registration Fees:

Shore Haven Junior Baseball/Softball League 2025 Registration

Senior and Softball players are $100.00, Minor league players are $80,
Tee Ball players are $60, Wee Ball players are $40.

New players need a copy of their birth certificate at registration; players must be of age on or before May 1%, 2025.

Registration payments can now be made via PayPal to shbl2009@gmail.com

For more information contact us at: shorehaveninfo@gmail.com

Sign up and pay in full by January 31, 2025 and Save 25% off the registration fee for this season.
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Learn More  Captivating Performer, from NBC’s The Voice &

hf)tutsube.com/ Amy Winehouse Foundation Award Winner
youtube.com/
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February 15, 2025-6:30 pm

Italian-American Club Cielo Ballroom

85 Chase Lane, West Haven, CT 06516
$80/per person - $145/couple — Tables available

Ticket Price includes Dinner, Concert, Soda/Wine/Beer & Cash Bar

Rotary West Haven

Concert to Benefit West Haven Unhoused Projects

Part of Rotary District 7980 “Opus for Peace” initiative by creating artistic expression
and collaboration opportunities within our community

For More Info & tickets: https://www.westhavenrotary.org/event-details/brittany-butler-concert

email: westhavenrotary@gmail.com or call 203-684-5612




