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An in-depth feature 

City resident Steinau
to head St. Pat’s Parade

See page 9 

The West Haven Voice is looking to the past to 
move toward the future. As we look for more ways 
to serve our reading public, both in print and online 
editions of the newspaper, we are looking for those 
who might want to dabble in a bit of writing them-
selves.

Going back to a formula that worked during de-
cades long past, the paper is looking for readers who 
might want to author an occasional story or column 
under a by-line that explains what is going on in 
their neighborhood. 

The essays can be regular or semi-regular or just 
occasionally. 

Editor Bill Riccio, Jr. said looking back at issues of 
former newspapers, the ownership team came up 
with the idea.

“In older publications, writers discussed events 
and people in their neighborhoods and areas of 
town,” he said. “We thought we’d would see if there 
were any interest in the formula, hoping to get regu-
lar people talking about regular people.”

The topics can be something not only about neigh-
borhoods, but hobbies, technical or mechanical is-
sues or something similar. 

“The idea is ‘If you’re interested in it, so is someone 
else.’ So, we’re looking for a broad range of citizen 
journalists who would like to see their eff orts in the 
print edition and in the various platforms of social 
media,” Riccio said.

In going back to issues of newspapers 40 years 
or more, the owners found local features with local 
writers below standing heads (column logos) that 
brought att ention to what was being discussed.

“The range of what was in the column was stagger-
ing in that there was a lot of talent there. We would 
like to see writers from West Haven or Notre Dame 
or middle schools, for example. 

Writers detailing things from the public library 
forums that take place, or there are neighborhood 
associations that plan things, they can have space to 
discuss what they are doing. Sandy Point comes to 
mind,” said Riccio.

In a city of 54,000 people there are many interests 
and many like-minded readers. Giving someone the 
opportunity to express themselves and their interests 
is the hope.

“The late Merle Stevens used to make a joke, ‘All 
West Haven, like Caesar’s Gaul, is divided into three 
parts,’” Riccio said. “The city’s three fi re districts, like 
it or not, give each district a certain fl avor under one 
umbrella. The interests of the various districts can be 
the same in some things, and vastly diff erent in oth-
ers. That is something we hope to capture.”

Those interested in learning about the eff ort should 
email Info@westhavenvoice.com with a sketch-out 
or thesis line to let us know where they see their ef-
forts going. Questions can be directed at the same 
address.

“We will accept calls at (203) 934-6397 but believe 
giving us an idea via the email address will be more 
productive,” Riccio said. 

“Either way we hop to get this project begun as 
quickly as possible.”

Voice looks to the past for a new project

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Valentine wedding
From left, Mayor Dorinda Borer, a long-

time justice of the peace, offi  ciates the 
marriage of city Highway Department 
laborer John Barone and Amy Skarlos, 
of Washington Avenue, in the Harriet C. 
North Community Room of City Hall on 
Feb. 14. Barone and Skarlos, who was ac-
companied by her three sisters and other 
relatives, were among six West Haven 
couples united in matrimony on Valen-
tine’s Day as part of an annual service 
sponsored by the city clerk’s offi  ce, which 
off ers free weddings to couples who apply 
for a marriage license at City Hall. There 
were other Valentine’s Day-related activi-
ties as well. See page 7 for more.
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On this Date
1988 -- The Nagorno-Kara-

bakh War is triggered by der 
Autonomous Oblast’s seces-
sion from Azerbaijan. Today, 
Nagorno-Karabakh is a de fac-
to independent state, but the 
territory is still internationally 
recognized as part of Azerbai-
jan.

1962 -- The fi rst U.S. citizen 
to orbit the Earth lands safely 
in the Atlantic Ocean. John 
Glenn’s 5-hour spacefl ight 
came almost a year after So-
viet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin 
orbited the Earth on April 12, 
1961.

1944 -- U.S. bombers att ack 
German aircraft manufac-
turing centers, in a bomb-
ing campaign that became 
known as the “Big Week.”
The goal was to achieve air 
superiority to secure the inva-
sion of Europe.

1913 -- Works to build 
Australia’s capital city com-
mence. Canberra is an entirely 
planned city and was chosen 
as the Australian capital as a 
compromise between rivals 
Sydney and Melbourne.

1877 -- Tchaikovsky’s ballet 
“Swan Lake” is premiered. 
It is one of the world’s best-
known ballets.

Anniversaries  |  Baptisms  |  Bar/Bat Mitzvahs  |  Birthdays  |  Meetings  |  Repasts 
Communions  |  Fund Raisers  |  Reunions  |  Showers   |  Wedding Receptions

A UNIQUE FACILITY

FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT

WEST RIVER HALLFor Reservations:
Call (203) 937-0088

37 ORLANDO STREET  |  WEST HAVEN, CT 06516

info@westriverhall.com
www.westriverhall.com

We accommodate up to 200 Guests, Full Kitchen Facility, Bar Room Facility and Stage, Deck/Patio and Grill, 
Full Audio & Video Projector, LED Dance Lights, Wireless Internet, Ample Parking, ADA Compliant Access

It was a good day to make a snowman this week as drawn 
from the West Haven Community House After School pro-
gram at Forest.

Elderly, disabled may
apply for levy relief

The assessor’s offi  ce is accepting applications by appoint-
ment for tax relief programs for elderly and disabled home-
owners.

West Haven residents can apply for the programs, based 
on their 2024 taxable and untaxable incomes, weekdays from 
through May 15 in the assessor’s offi  ce on the fi rst fl oor of 
City Hall, 355 Main St. For an appointment, call (203) 937-
3515. No walk-ins.

The state off ers a tax reduction benefi t depending on in-
come and marital status through the circuit breaker program. 
To qualify, the applicant or spouse must be 65 or older by 
Dec. 31, 2024, or permanently and totally disabled as defi ned 
by Social Security.

Income limits, including Social Security, are $55,100 for 
married applicants and $45,200 for a single applicant. Those 
eligible for the program must reapply every two years.

To qualify for the West Haven tax freeze program, the ap-
plicant must be age 70 by Dec. 31, 2024, and have lived in the 
city for at least 20 consecutive years with nobody under age 
25 living in the home. 

The program will freeze the city portion of the resident’s 
taxes only for the upcoming year.

Income limits, excluding Social Security, are $50,000 for 
married applicants and $35,000 for a single applicant. Those 
eligible for the program must reapply annually.

The assessor’s offi  ce is also accepting applications until 
Oct. 1 for additional veterans exemptions. The maximum 
income is $55,100 for married applicants and $45,200 for a 
single applicant.

For veterans who are 100% service connected, income lim-
its are $24,000 for married applicants and $21,000 for a single 
applicant. Social Security and veterans disability payments 
do not count for 100% disabled veterans only. All other rat-
ings must include veterans disability payments and Social 
Security.
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UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAVEN 

DENTAL HYGIENE CENTER
We offer reduced cost dental hygiene services 
to the West Haven community, including:

• Adult and child cleanings

• Blood pressure screenings

• Oral cancer screenings

• Periodontal disease screening

• Cavity screening

• Oral hygiene instructions

• X-rays

• Pit & fissure sealants for children

• Deep cleaning (scaling and root planing)

• Topical flouride

APPOINTMENT FEES INCLUDE X-RAYS:
Adult: $30

Senior, Child, and U.S. Military Veteran: $20

University of New Haven Student: $10

Other College Student: $15 

Insurance is not accepted.

CONTACT
Please contact the Dental Hygiene Center to  

make an appointment with a student Dental  

Hygienist at (203) 931-6028.

Clinic hours vary during the academic year.

University of New Haven Dental Hygiene Center 

419 Boston Post Road, West Haven, CT 06516

A Partner in the Community

Bridges’ scholarship honors city resident
Joan Cretella, Board Chair-

person of Bridges Healthcare 
announced that applications 
are now being accepted for 
The Barry Kasdan Scholarship 
for the pursuit of a graduate or 
undergraduate degree in hu-

man services and 
The Stella Cretella Schol-

arship for those in pursuit 
of higher education through 
graduate or undergraduate 
degrees focusing on advocacy 
and policy reform in mental 

health services. 
Three $1,500 scholarships 

will be awarded.  The success-
ful candidates must meet the 
following criteria:

~~ Must be a Bridges em-
ployee, or spouse, child or 
grandchild of a Bridges em-
ployee, or a resident of Anso-
nia, Bethany, Derby, Milford, 
Orange, Seymour, Shelton, 
Stratford, West Haven, or 
Woodbridge Connecticut

~~ Must be pursuing a grad-
uate or undergraduate degree 
in human services; or must be 
pursuing a graduate or un-
dergraduate degree in men-
tal health advocacy / public 
policy

~~ For high school appli-
cants, must be completing 
high school or have GED 
equivalent in the year the 
scholarship is awarded.

Completed applications are 
due no later than March 31, 
2025. Applications can be sub-
mitt ed online using the Bridg-
es Healthcare Board Scholar-
ship Application which can 
be accessed at www.bridgesct.
org.  Please contact scholar-
ship@bridgesmilford.org with 
any questions.

These scholarships were es-
tablished by Bridges’ Board of 
Directors, the Board Endow-
ment Fund Committ ee, and 
the Board Scholarship Com-
mitt ee in honor of Barry Kas-

dan’s 30-plus years of leader-
ship and service to Bridges 
Healthcare, Inc. and in mem-
ory of West Haven resident 
Stella Cretella’s 40-plus years 
in advocating for mental ill-
ness health reform in Con-
necticut and her 10-plus years 

serving on the Board of Direc-
tors at Bridges Healthcare, Inc.

Kasdan was appointed 
President and CEO of Bridges, 
then known as Milford Mental 
Health, in 1984. 

Under his leadership, the or
See Bridges, page 8

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX
 
State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

2001865

Combine and get in 
on the surprise.

Here’s the deal, our Home and Auto rates are already great. But when 
you combine with State Farm®, you can save even more. Call me to 
discover your surprisingly great rates on Home and Auto today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516
Bus: 203-932-0591

STELLA CRETELLA
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Dear Felicia
Here we are in the latt er stag-

es of February and land sakes, 
honeybunch, this has been one 
o’ the coldest, wett est we’ve 
seen in a long time. It seems 
we’re having a storm every 
two days or so, and when we 
think it’s over, the next one 
comes rolling in. Yeah, we’ve 
had rain, but the snow is the 
story. We’ve had more small- 
and medium-sized storms in 
these parts than in a dog’s age. 
So much for “global warm-
ing”!

Tennyrate, things in the 
Asylum by the Sea are do-
ing what they normally do 
in these weeks, slow down 
a bit. It seems like February 
is always a bit less active as 
we head into the last month 
of winter. Things don’t stop, 
but they seem to go indoors a 
bit, whilst everyone is gett ing 
ready for spring to arrive. 

Of course, in February the 
nuts and bolts of the mayor’s 
budget, which is set to be 
presented to the City Council 
next month, is being put to-
gether piece by piece. And it 
is a very important one as I’ve 
mentioned to yew in the past. 
This is the one that might see 
the end of the Municipal Ac-
countability Review Board, or 
MARB, that has been the over-
seer of all our fi nancials since 
jest before Christmas 2017. 

Eff en this budget gits the 
once-over and the MARB puts 

its imprimatur on it they might 
ride into the sunset – or at least 
head outt a town to fi nd other 
towns and cities to peer over. 
It’s got some o’ the longtime 
politicos in the berg hoping 
so. Nobody likes to be elected 
to anything with the supposed 
authority, only to have that job 
done with a group of outsiders 
lookin’ over your shoulder.

Sooooo, in the halls of the 
Actors Colony, Herroner and 
her band of Merry Accoun-
tants determine what and how 
much each department will 
get, and what the mill rate ill 
be. 

That, dearie, is gonna the 
be thing the taxpayers in this 
commune wanna know above 
all else. We had revaluation 
this year. They do it every fi ve 
years now, not every ten like it 
used to be. Seems you jest get 
used to one assessment, and a 
new one comes down the pike.

Well, the new assessments 
will be – for the most part – 
skewed higher than the cur-
rent ones. Property values 
have gone up just cuz the 
housing market is soooo over-
heated. We’ve seen this before.

The valuation is not based 
on the actual worth of the 
home or business, but on the 
market value, which is much 
higher.

The mill rate, which is in the 
mid-30s not including fi re tax-
es, will probably be adjusted 

down a bit, but eff en history 
plays out, there still will be a 
bit of an increase in the overall 
taxes paid. 

The Bored of Assessment 
Appeals usually gits a slew of 
appeals cuz many houses are 
not visited and things are as-
cribed to  the properties that 
might not be so. Most people 
don’t’ go through the process, 
but many do. 

We shall see how this all 
pans out come next month, 
but whilst it looks a bit on the 
quiet side, much is going on 
that could aff ect many taxpay-
ers. Stay tuned.

~~~
The Wag was in t’other after-

noon, and he – as always – had 
a query or two that he wanted 
answered. One of the topics was 
the Allingtown Library. As yew 
remember one of the things the 
Borer administration announced 
was the conversion of Lincoln 
School-cum Blake Building into 
the new location for the Piantino 
Library.

It’s been more than a litt le while 
since the library, which was once 
in the former Forest School Build-
ing, was closed and the stacks 
housed in the main library on 
Elm Street. The hope was that a 
new location could be found. That 
wallowed for about three years or 
so with some red herrings thrown 
in the mix until Herroner came 
up with the Blake Building as the 
site.

Now, as anyone can tell yew, 
that was a site brought up when 
the library was fi rst forced to 
close, and it was pooh-poohed by 
the powers that be at the time. 
Well, here we are, and what was 
found to be not very appealing is 
now aces. Times change.

Now that the decision has 
been made, not much has hap-
pened. Sooo, he was wondering 
how things are going along. One 
wonders eff en the aforementioned 
budget announcement next 
month will have some details 
about it. In the meanwhile, thee 
Wat is chomping at the bit want-
ing some info. Don’t’ we all.

~~~
Sammy Bluejay saw that 

new zoning regulations were 
passed jest last week to as the 
reports said make things “ex-
citing” and “more accessible.” 
Let’s hope so. This is on the 
heels of the announcement of 
the new plans for downtown, 
which we discussed a month 
or so back. 

The downtown, for exam-
ple, has been the thorn in the 
side of many an administra-
tion, and seeing zoning regs 
called “exciting” is a new one, 
even for ole gals like you and 
I. One has visions of adoles-
cent boys hiding their zoning 
regs inside their comic books!

Sammy sez that those in 
charge of the projeck think it’s 
gonna make our litt le part of 
the universe a bit more att rac-
tive to those who might wan-
na drop some kopecks into the 
development of something or 
t’other. Again, one can only 
hope!

We like the new plans that 
were brought up for down-
town and the new idea for 
the former Masonic Temple, 
changing it from an arts center 
into a place for public meet-
ings ain’t a bad idea. Anything 
is bett er than watching the 
building deteriorate from lack 
of use.

So, we’ll see where this goes. 
The administration has a lott a 
new ideas and whilst many of 
them might move the needle 
slightly, one or two might 
move it off  the dial. It only 
takes one or two, after all.

~~~
We saw the jest-hired PR gal 

for the school system, interesting-
ly named Kirkegard (only one a), 
determined that she had an off er 
too good to pass up, and left the 
job weeks after warming the offi  ce 
chair. From a newspaper stand-
point, we hop the Board of Ed can 
get somebody to do as well as the 
fi rst person who had the job. 

Since then, gett ing stuff  outt a 
the school system, even on an ad 
hoc basis, has been akin to pulling 
hens’ teeth. There has to be a lot 
happening in the schools system 
one would think besides the polit-
icos reading to classes or setch. It 
is February, there has to be a slew 
of things going on

We hope they git this thing 
fi xed People wanna know what’s 
going on in their schools, and 
wonder why the school system 
ain’t publicizing them.

~~~~
Nelly Nuthatch mentioned 

the other day that she saw 
some “improvements” are 
gonna be made to our choo-
choo station. Jest the usual 
upkeep and update stuff  that 
one expecks for such a heav-
ily used operation. We looked 
back during the conversation 
an were surprised to realize 
it’s been about 12 years since 
the station was opened.

And, of course, that took us 
back to more than 20 years ago 
when the idea for a train sta-
tion for the city was nixed by 
the town fathers, only to be 
resurrected by a groundswell 
headed by Mikey Mercuria-
no. But realizin’ that it was 
12 years since the projeck was 
fi nished was something. Tem-
pus does fugit. And, the older 
you git, the more fugit it goes.

One of the things I remem-
ber about it is the hue and cry 
by those against it – mostly 
politicos – that the things 
would be a waste of time and 
space. “Nobody will use it,” 
they said. 

Go by that area any time of 
the day, sweets, and it is busy. 
No, very busy! It has been one 
of the best things the city has 
every accomplished, and been 
a big help to people who have 
to git to work or go to the city. 
And, jest to put a fi ne point 
on it: it’s been 12 years since it 
was opened. Yikes!

~~~
Today will be the last isshew 

that Eleanore Turkington has 
her colyume. Our esteemed edi-
tor will have more to say about it 
elsewhere, but El and Cobina go 
back quite a few weeks. It’s hard 
to believe that her Gripe Vine is 
going to cease after all these years.

She’s helped a lott a people 
over that time, and been a friend 
to many with her quick wit and 
ready smile. We will miss her, 
and hope she is able to relax and 
enjoy herself.

~~~
And, just so we can be con-

sistent, here we are two weeks 
passed and still no word on 
what in blazes is gonna be 
done at the Haven property.

Cobina is gonna keep 
harpin’ on this thing until 
somebody from Magic Mid-
town lets we poor souls in the 
provinces know what they 
plan to do with the area.

At the rate it’s going the 
saplings that have taken root 
in the barren fi elds over there 
are gonna be mighty oaks by 
the time a decision is made. It 
really is time that somethig is 
done.

I’ll close this time till next, mitt  
luff  und kizzes,

Cobina
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Turkington’s legacy are the thousands helped
It is said the only things sure 

in life are death and taxes. 
One more should be added: 
change. Things change, cir-
cumstances change, decisions 
are made, and what was once 
familiar is gone and replaced 
by something else. 

In a sense, that is what is 
happening today in the Voice. 
After more than 20 years as a 
columnist for the publication, 
Eleanore Turkington is ending 
her Gripe Vine column. We 
knew this was going to hap-
pen – eventually – but were 
still surprised when it was an-
nounced.

The announcement has 
been one of a series of events 
that have happened recently, 
both to this writer and to the 
publication. Things happen in 
waves, and announcements, 
many of which are not happy 
ones, come right after the oth-
er. 

The decision by Eleanore to 
end her feature is the culmina-
tion of several factors, includ-
ing health concerns, the de-
cline of correspondence from 
readers about “gripes,” and 
we suspect, the malaise that 
comes with writing something 
for so long. While the writer 
tries to keep it fresh, it sett les 
into a mundane patt ern that is 
hard to escape.

Eleanore Myers was the fi rst 
person I met when I moved 
from the West Haven Towne 
Voice to the West Haven 
News in 1980. The News was 
purchased by the Milford Citi-
zen from Robert Joyce’s Re-
Joyce Publications. It was the 
original paper that was called 
the West Haven City News to 
distinguish it from the paper 
Joyce purchased, The Town 
Crier, and the fact West Haven 
had become a city.

Myers worked in the circu-
lation department in the old 
headquarters in the center of 
Milford. The ladies in that de-
partment were the fi rst people 
you met when you entered the 
building. From the start we hit 
it off . Within months the Citi-
zen moved to a new shop on 
New Haven Avenue, and the 
entrance off  the new parking 
lot led right from the press 
room into the circulation en-
clave.

Every time I came into the 
offi  ce to supervise the layout 
of an edition El and I would 
engage in a bit of small talk.

Her “Gripe Vine” column 
had been in the Citizen. While 
she worked in the collecting 
of subscriptions and handing 
of deliveries, she could write. 
She off ered the Gripe Vine col-
umn to me, and after gett ing 
the go-ahead from the bosses, 
it was a regular feature. In an 
era of consumer protection 
which the 80s was, the column 
was considered cutt ing edge.

Five years later I left the 

News for assorted reasons, not 
the least of which was a dif-
ference of opinion as to what 
direction the paper should 
go. It was not a happy part-
ing. Despite that, Eleanore put 
together a going away party 
much to the chagrin of the 
publisher.

Within 18 months I was 
back at the Citizen. The News 
was foundering, and the style 
of newspaper West Haven-
ers were used to was brought 
back into line. That lasted un-
til the New Haven Register 
took over everything in 1995, 
and shutdown all its weekly 
publications. 

The Citizen continued for 
a few years, but the weeklies 
that had been the staple of 
many communities, papers 
that ran all over the state, were 
phased out. Soon, we were 
out of a job. The Citizen hung 
around for a few years before 
it, too, was phased out by the 
Register.

By 1997, this newspaper 
came into being to fi ll the vac-
uum left by the death of the 
News. One of the fi rst people 
to contact us was Eleanore 
Turkington. She had a new 
last name, marrying Richard 
Turkington. She wrote some in 
other publications, untouched 
by the Register’s hegemony, 
that still ran in area towns, in-
cluding Milford.

Eleanore and Richard be-
came regular visitors and 
helped proofread the pages 
before they went to the print-
er, and eventually, she was 
able to include her column in 
the Voice.

Over the 20-plus years, she 
wrote hundreds of columns, 
and helped hundreds, if not 
thousands, of people. It was 

soon apparent hers was one 
of the most popular features 
in the weekly, as people had 
someone who would read and 
react to their longstanding 
gripes. 

Whether it was a Stop sign 
overgrown by weeds or pot-
holes in the streets, the fact 

that readers had someone to 
contact, and get those issues 
managed successfully was a 
big draw.

In the last couple of years, 
Turkington, who is in her 80s, 
began -- as we all do – to slow 
down. Some medical issues 
evolved and over the last year 
or so, she took a hiatus from 
her column. That has acceler-
ated in the last few months. 

These issues among oth-
ers prompted her to discuss 
the future of her column a 
month or so ago. I told her 
to think about it and become 
more topical. In the end, she 
determined it was time to end 
Gripe Vine.

As I said above, we both 
knew the day would come, but 
I for one was still take aback 

See Turkington, page 13

Dear Gripe Vine Readers:
It has been an interesting 

twenty years writing Gripe 
Vine for the West Hven Voice!

I have writt en for a number 
of newspapers, and I must ad-
mit, The Voice has been one of 
the most stimulating, interest-
ing and challenging experienc-
es I’ve ever encountered.  

The Voice has given me the 
opportunity through Gripe 
Vine,  to provide residents 
of West Haven, assistance in 
many ways.

Without support and coop-
eration from the various de-
partments in your city, there 
wouldn’t have been as many 
successful accomplishments.

Bill Riccio, Editor of the 
Voice, has always off ered his 
expertise to Gripe Vine and in 

many cases during these last 
20 years bore with my impa-
tience, headstrong ideas and 
occasional illnesses. I feel the 
column would not have been 
as eff ective as it has been.

However, I have been writ-
ing in a number of newspa-
pers for over 50 years visibly 
illustrating by my words, hap-
piness, strength, encourage-
ment, anger all amidst raising 
a family and meeting dead-
lines.

So, my readers, today I am 
saying a very special thank 
you to my editor, Bill Ric-
cio, the various departments 
in your city that helped us 
through diffi  cult times, the 
folks at city hall and the police 
department staff .

Eleanore TurkingtonELEANORE TURKINGTON
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Dems find a new boogey man
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
Democrats have fi nally 

found someone they hate 
more than Donald Trump. 
Elon Musk, who is currently 
running roughshod over the 
federal bureaucracy with a 
sleep-deprived team of bril-
liant young tech geeks, is the 
public enemy of the hour. 

After a devastating election 
loss and three weeks into a 
whirlwind Trump adminis-
tration, what most animates a 
leaderless Democratic Party is 
their collective shock and hor-
ror occasioned by Elon Musk 
and his handiwork. 

If Trump Derangement 
Syndrome has abated some-
what, Musk Derangement 
Syndrome has arisen to fi ll the 
vacuum. Democrats are bray-
ing for Musk to get arrested 
at rallies in the street. They’re 
trying to subpoena him. They 
want to know if his DOGE 
team is guilty of breaches of 
national security. 

They are targeting him 
with a bill they’ve dubbed, 
embarrassingly, the Elimi-
nate Looting of Our Nation 
by Mitigating Unethical State 
Kleptocracy (ELON MUSK) 
Act.

The greatest entrepreneur 
of our time is bringing a Sili-
con Valley ethos to the task 
of pruning and rationalizing 
federal agencies, a job that 
Democrats long assumed was 
so gargantuan and complex 
that no one would ever dare 

seriously att empt it, let alone 
accomplish it. 

The German leftist Rudi 
Dutschke is associated with 
the idea of “the long march 
through the institutions,” or a 
slow takeover of society by co-
opting political and cultural 
centers of power. In Washing-
ton, Musk is att empting a very 
short march through the insti-
tutions -- trying to reorient the 
federal bureaucracy and ax 
waste long targeted by Repub-
licans in a matt er of weeks. 

In the fi rst Trump admin-
istration, Trump adviser Pe-
ter Navarro boasted of do-
ing things on “Trump time,” 
or faster than anyone would 
have thought possible absent 
the impatient proddings of 
his boss. “Musk time” is more 
rapid still. 

A common charge against 
Musk is that he’s unelected. 
“Nobody Voted for Elon 
Musk,” the progressive pub-
lication Mother Jones huff ed. 
Well, yes, but no one voted 
for any other Trump adviser, 
either. The president is elected 
to run the executive branch 
and then relies on myriad peo-
ple in diff erent positions with 
varying degrees of power and 
infl uence -- none of whom are 
elected -- to do it. 

There is a long history of 
presidents tapping infor-
mal advisers to assist them. 
The originally derisive term, 
“kitchen cabinet,” dates back 
to Andrew Jackson in the 
1830s. 

It is also rich to complain 
about Elon Musk’s unelected 
status when no one in the vast 
federal apparatus that he’s 
grappling with was elected, 
either. The diff erence is that 
Musk is operating with the 
approval of a newly elected 
president. 

Of course, the legalities mat-
ter. Musk is a so-called special 
government employee, which 
makes him more than just a 
billionaire who’s walked in 
off  the streets, but his powers 
are limited. As long as federal 
offi  cers are acting on his ad-
vice rather than Musk issuing 
orders directly, his infl uence 
should pass legal muster. 

In general, Musk’s DOGE 
would be well-advised to 
take account of potential le-
gal obstacles and “move less 
quickly than it might like and 
break things,” rather than 
“move fast and break things” 
and get blocked by the courts. 
One way or the other, though, 
the Trump administration’s 
vision of executive power is 
on a collision course with the 
congressional spending power 
that will inevitably create po-
litically fraught, highly conse-
quential litigation. 

As for the Democrats’ cam-
paign against Musk, they may 
well succeed in making him a 
hate fi gure. If the Democrats 
take the House, presumably 
their fi rst act will be to launch 
an investigation of Musk and 
issue a 1,000-page report with 

See Lowry, page 11

DOGE finds plenty
In the weeks since President Donald J. Trump 

came into offi ce, nothing has captured the public’s 
imagination – or the ire of the political class – than 
the Department of Government Effi ciency, or DOGE. 
Entrepreneur Elon Musk, is charged with looking 
into the federal budget, agencies, and departments, 
culling out waste, mostly in the form of spending.

Needless to say, the political class, which includes 
both sides of the aisle in Congress, labor unions and 
the traditional media are aghast – not at the wasteful 
spending found thus far, but at the people fi nding 
the waste. In classic Washington style, the messen-
ger, not the message, is being skewered by all the 
usual suspects.

Closer to home, two of the loudest voices are our 
own Senate contingent, Sens. Richard Blumenthal, 
and Christopher Murphy. The Democratic Party leg-
islators have become regulars on the liberal cable 
channels, and the talking point du jour is we are in 
a “constitutional crisis” because a department of the 
Executive Branch is looking into the spend of…the 
Executive Branch. Blumenthal lied about his service 
in Vietnam and cannot be trusted at his word, and 
Murphy is a wide-eyed hack, who cares not for his 
constituency, but the power that comes with bloated 
budgets and hidden sinecures.

And the work cannot come fast enough. This gem 
was a revelation:

“The Congressional Budget Offi ce recently found 
that Congress provided $516 billion in appropria-
tions this fi scal year to programs that had expired 
under federal law.

“The funds were associated with nearly 500 expired 
authorizations, according to the CBO’s July report.

“Nearly two-thirds ($320 billion) of that $516 bil-
lion was provided for activities whose authorizations 
expired more than a decade ago,” the report said.

“According to CBO’s estimates, about half of the 
authorized appropriations in the report expired at 
least 10 years ago, and the oldest expired in 1980.

“In 2023, the amount of funding for expired autho-
rizations was $519 billion.”

The new head of the OMB is Russell Vought, whom 
Democrats vilifi ed as much as Musk leading up 
to his confi rmation two weeks ago. Vought knows 
where the waste is, and that is what scares the po-
litical elites. He, along with the DOGE, will dismantle 
the fourth branch of government that has become 
the bureaucracy.

What we have found in these fi rst weeks are slush 
funds used to fund programs under the radar – pro-
grams such as Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion pro-
grams, which the public has made clear it does not 
support. But besides this boondoggle, other hidden 
expenses have been uncovered. Bureaucrats have 
sent money to the nation’s enemies, including ISIS 
and Hezbollah in the form of “humanitarian aid,” 
which, as expected, never got to the people, but was 
used to fatten the leadership.

The question remains, “Why would anyone be 
against the uncovering of waste in spending?” The 
answer is simple: as with the unauthorized programs 
listed by OMB, politicians, especially those who favor 
big government, never want to give back allocated 
funds, and will fi nd any means by which those funds 
can be disbursed. 

Musk said before the inauguration he would be 
able to fi nd $2 trillion in waste. 

We had our doubts. 
No longer.
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City celebrates couples
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Mayor Dorinda Borer combined two traditional valentine cel-

ebrations for the city’s older residents on the holiday of love.
On Feb. 14, Borer honored more than 70 West Haven Senior 

Center members, including 25 couples who have been married 
for at least 50 years, at the city’s Valentine’s Day luncheon.

Maple Street residents Walter and Myrna Clinton, who 
marked 71 years of marriage on Jan. 9, were among the couples 
recognized by the mayor for anniversary longevity in the First 
Congregational Church’s Fellowship Hall at 464 Campbell Ave.

Borer played Cupid and presented the Clintons with a citation 
as “the longest-married couple.”

Reading the citation, the mayor said, “A lasting marriage like 
yours is truly one of life’s greatest treasures and is an inspiration 
to us all.”

When Borer inquired about the couple’s secret to a long-last-
ing marriage, Walter Clinton responded, “Yes, dear,” drawing 
laughter from his wife and the other couples.

Myrna Clinton responded by standing up and addressing her 
fellow seniors with words of aff ection, saying, “We’re all the 
same, and we’re all here to take our place here to bring love.”

Borer delivered remarks welcoming the senior center mem-
bers, many dressed in red, before introducing new city Human 
Resources Commissioner John Carrano, Elderly Services Direc-
tor Alyssa Maddern and new Seniors Commission Chairwoman 
Deb Johnson, all of whom issued remarks welcoming att endees.

As part of her remarks, the mayor touted upcoming initiatives 
for older Westies, including new pickleball courts in Painter 
Park and the construction of a community center at the former 
Molloy Elementary School that will provide services and pro-
grams for seniors, veterans and youths.

Borer then asked everyone to raise a glass and led the Clintons 
in a toast to “the happiness you have shared, the dreams you 
have realized, the memories you have made, the life you have 
built. Congratulations on 71 years of marriage!”

The two-hour catered lunch was presented by the city’s De-
partment of Elderly Services and featured the hits of yesterday 
sung by West Haven’s own Alex Pericas Jr.

Among those serving lunch were Deborah Collins, Nickie 
Galli and members of the University of New Haven chapter of 
the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity.

Senior center members received a chocolate-covered pret-
zel rod and played a trivia game to win a pair of gift cards to 
Duff y’s Tavern.

West Haven Senior Center members who have been married 
for more than 55 years raise their hands at the city’s Valen-
tine’s Day luncheon’

Photos by Michael P. Walsh
Mayor Dorinda Borer reads and presents a citation to the city’s longest-married couple, Wal-

ter and Myrna Clinton, at the West Haven Valentine’s Day luncheon in the First Congrega-
tional Church’s Fellowship Hall at 464 Campbell Ave. on Feb. 14. During the two-hour celebra-
tion, presented by the city’s Department of Elderly Services, Borer honored more than 70 West 
Haven Senior Center members, including the Clintons, who have been married for 71 years, 
and 24 other couples who have been married for at least 50 years.

Mayor Borer, center, is all 
smiles with new city Human 
Resources Commissioner 
John Carrano, second from 
left, and members of the Uni-
versity of New Haven chapter 
of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
fraternity at the West Haven 
Valentine’s Day luncheon 
celebrating the city’s older 
residents. The fraternity 
members helped serve lunch 
to residents. 
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Continued from page 3
ganization grew from a small mental health agency with 22 em-
ployees to an integrated healthcare system with 160 employees. 

Bridges Healthcare, Inc. continues to grow in size and scope 
serving over 5,000 area residents in Ansonia, Bethany, Derby, 
Milford, Orange, Seymour, Shelton, Stratford, West Haven, and 
Woodbridge.

Cretella was a fi rm believer in higher education, especially for 
women.  

She was a pioneer in mental health advocacy, awareness and 
treatment through her volunteerism on the board of directors 
for both Region II in Connecticut of the National Alliance of 
Mental Illness (NAMI) and Bridges Healthcare, Inc.

Bridges is the state-designated local mental health authority 
for Milford, Orange, West Haven and the surrounding commu-
nities, off ering a comprehensive range of services and programs 
for children, families, adults and young adults.  

Bridges’ recovery-focused services support individuals with 
severe and prolonged mental illness, addiction problems, as 
well as emotional and behavioral issues. For more information 
about Bridges’ programs and services, visit bridgesct.org.

Bridges: Scholarship
honors Stella Cretella

Energy assistance apps now taken
The city is accepting applications for the federally funded 

Connecticut Energy Assistance Program.
Appointments for all heating sources can be made by calling 

(203) 937-3572.
Applications will be processed via phone by appointment 

Monday through Thursday. No walk-ins will be accepted.
Applicants who have diffi  culty speaking English are asked to 

have a translator.
Eligibility for assistance is based on the income of an appli-

cant’s household. To qualify, applicants must provide pay stubs, 
including monthly Social Security benefi ts and pension incomes, 
for all household members 18 and older.
Applicants must also provide SNAP benefi ts, Social Security 
numbers and birthdates for all household members, as well as 
current utility bills for the household. 

Photos by Michael P. Walsh

1st upgrade since ‘80s
West Haven Senior Center members Lillian Riddick and E.J. Midgett e demonstrate the cen-

ter’s new desktop computers for city Elderly Services Director Alyssa Maddern, Human Re-
sources Commissioner John Carrano and assistant grant writer Vanessa Hruszko on Tuesday.

The Department of Elderly Services recently received a $5,000 AARP grant to replace the 
senior center’s outdated computers with six Dell “all-in-one” desktops, said Maddern, who 
oversees the center at 201 Noble St., and Carrano, who supervises Maddern.

The computer upgrade was initiated by Mayor Dorinda Borer to modernize the center’s tech-
nology off erings for WHSC members.

The 1980s called, they wanted their computers back,” Borer joked, referring to the obsolete 
desktops, like the one pictured at left, that members had used.

On a serious note, Borer said the new desktops will allow members to enhance their com-
puter skills while increasing their comfort using state-of-the-art technology.

The grant funding was obtained by Hruszko through the AARP Connecticut Livable Com-
munities Grant Program.
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Photo by Elizabeth Conte

All in Red
Mayor Dorinda Borer, sitt ing center, leads city employees in rocking red for women’s heart health on National Wear Red Day, Feb. 7. 

City resident Steinau to head parade
The Greater New Haven St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade Commit-
tee has named Cathleen Patri-
cia Steinau as their 2025 Grand 
Marshal. Steinau will lead this 
year’s parade down Chapel 
Street in New Haven on Sun-
day, March 16. 

Cathleen Patricia Steinau 
was born and raised in West 
Haven, the daughter of Joanne 
Connor, sister of Dan Steinau, 
and granddaughter of Joan 
and Jim Connor.  Cathleen is 
a third-generation Irish-Amer-
ican who, thanks to the infl u-
ence of her maternal grand-
parents, has been an active 
member of the Irish commu-
nity for much of her life. 

She grew up Irish step danc-
ing with her cousins at the 
Kathleen Mulkerin School of 
Irish Dance and toured Ire-
land as an Emerald Dancer 

in 1997.  She has many fond 
memories of dancing at count-
less fairgrounds, St. Patrick’s 
Day shows and St. Patrick’s 
Day Parades. 

Steinau graduated from 
West Haven High School in 
1998 and is a proud Blue Devil. 
She went on to earn a bachelor 
of science degree in Elemen-
tary Education and a bachelor 
of arts degree in Psychology in 
2003 from Southern Connecti-
cut State University.  

She also received her mas-
ter’s degree in Holistic Think-
ing from The Graduate In-
stitute in 2010.  She plans to 
begin working on her sixth-
year degree in 2025.

Steinau’s involvement in 
the Irish community began 
when she was crowned Queen 
of the Greater New Haven 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 

2003. Since her role as Parade 
Queen, she has been an active 
member of New Haven St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade Committ ee. 

Over the years Steinau has 
chaired and co-chaired many 
events for the Parade Commit-
tee, served as President and 
Vice-President of the West Ha-
ven Irish-American Club, and 
is also a member of the New 
Haven Gaelic Football & Hurl-
ing Club and Irish-American 
Community Center.  

One of the many things she 
said she loves about the pa-

rade is the fact that it is steeped 
in tradition.  After completing 
the offi  cer roles of Chief of 
Staff , Secretary, and Parade 
Chairman; she said she is in-
credibly honored to be named 
the 2025 Grand Marshal and 
will be the 13th female to hold 
this position since the Parade’s 
inception in 1842.

Steinau is currently em-
ployed as a kindergarten 
teacher at Calf Pen Meadow 
School in Milford and has 
been teaching elementary 
school for more than 20 years.  

She is the proud mother of 
Liam Connor Buckheit, who 
plays football for the West Ha-
ven Seahawks 11U team.  

The Greater New Haven 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade is 
Connecticut’s largest, free 
single day spectator event 
attracting thousands of people 
to the streets of New Haven 
each year. 

The parade is a long-standing 
tradition in the New Haven 
community  and the members 
of the committee volunteer to 
ensure the tradition continues.

Evergreen Cemetery & Crematory
We’re Here When You Need Us

• Cremation (Choose to be cremated at Evergreen.)
• Columbarium in the Most Beautiful Cremation Garden

• Reserve your Niche in a secure location pre-need.
• Reserve a Niche for family and friends or purchase a Niche

at-need to safely secure your loved one in the Columbarium.
• Burial Lots (infant, single, two-grave, or four-grave)
• Monuments & Markers (black, gray, or pink granite)
• Flower program (single or multiple placement)
•

website.

769 Ella T. Grasso Boulevard, New Haven CT 06519
203.624.5505 or evergreencem.org 

STEAINAU
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Photo by Tianna Greene

Ecosystems chat
Mayor Dorinda Borer, left, brings the Connecticut 

Agricultural Experiment Station to Mackrille Elemen-
tary School on Feb. 7 to talk with fourth graders about 
the ecosystem and the importance of bees in the world. 

Photo by Tianna Greene

Lesson 
in government

Mayor Dorinda Borer, 
right, answers questions 
from inquisitive fourth 
graders at Washington El-
ementary School on Feb. 13 
about the roles of a mayor, 
city council, governor and 
president. Principal Alicia 
M. Limosani invited Borer 
to speak with students on 
government/civics. 
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Continued from page 6
an hour-by-hour account of the moves of every 23-year-old 
working for him on DOGE. But, by then, Musk already may 
have made meaningful changes to how the federal government 
works and be on to his next project -- say, mining meteorites or 
making cold fusion practical. 

In the meantime, becoming such an enormous lightning rod 
that he diverts some of the political heat from Trump himself is 
another one of Elon Musk’s seemingly impossible achievements. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2025 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Lowry: A new one to hate

Here’s one way for DOGE to help
By Drew Johnson
Budget Analyst
Elon Musk recently an-

nounced his intention to cut 
$1 trillion in federal spending 
through the new Department 
of Government Effi  ciency. As 
the department looks for ways 
to trim waste, one program 
that deserves immediate at-
tention is Medicare Advantage 
(MA).

This is the component of 
Medicare that allows se-
niors to opt-in and purchase 
privately run government-
subsidized health plans. It’s 
a popular program that typi-
cally bundles medical, hospi-
tal, and drug coverage, often 
including extras like vision 
and dental. MA produces bet-
ter health outcomes than tra-
ditional Medicare, making it 
a good deal for both patients 
and taxpayers. And yet for all 
these benefi ts, the program 
sorely needs reform. 

It currently wastes billions of 
dollars each year as a result of 
perverse incentives, ineffi  cient 
procedures, and misguided 
policies. Rethinking the most 
dysfunctional aspects of MA 
could dramatically lower costs 
while improving quality of 
care.

One of the program’s most 
glaring ineffi  ciencies concerns 

a practice known as “upcod-
ing” or “over-coding.” This is 
when a health plan deliber-
ately diagnoses patients with 
additional ailments in order to 
make them appear sicker, and 
thus riskier and more expen-
sive to insure.

Misrepresenting a patient’s 
health may seem like the exact 
opposite of what an insurance 
provider is supposed to do. 
But for the company, increas-
ing the number of diagnoses 
means more money from the 
federal government. 

That’s because, under cur-
rent rules, the government 
reimburses plans more gener-
ously for patients with higher 
“risk scores.” In recent years, 
risk-score infl ation has be-
come rampant. 

In 2021, for instance, patient 
risk scores in MA were 12.1% 
higher, on average, than for 
patients in traditional Medi-
care, according to analysis 
from the Medicare Payment 
Advisory Commission.

Fortunately, there are rela-
tively straightforward ways to 
fi x the problem.

Currently, Medicare is re-
quired to reduce payments to 
MA insurance plans by at least 
5.9% to refl ect diff erences in 
coding across diff erent popu-
lations. By increasing this 

fi gure -- known as the “mini-
mum risk reduction” -- to 8%, 
the government could remove 
the incentive for plans to over-
state how sick patients are. 
According to an estimate from 
the Congressional Budget Of-
fi ce, this would save at least 
$47 billion over a seven-year 
period.

The government could re-
duce MA waste even more sig-
nifi cantly by rethinking MA’s 
system of “quality bonuses.”

Right now, Medicare pays 
bonuses to MA plans that 
perform well on measures of 
customer satisfaction. Plans in 
certain urban areas are even 
eligible for “double bonuses.” 
The aim is to encourage the in-
surance providers to improve 
quality -- but that isn’t how 
the arrangement has worked 
out.

The bonus program has had 
only a questionable eff ect on 
plan quality while substan-
tially driving up overall MA 
costs, according to an analysis 
by the Urban Institute. Mean-
while, the double-bonus pay-
ments have increased racial 
disparities in how Medicare 
funds are distributed. And 
none of this has improved pa-
tient care.

The Congressional Budget 
Offi  ce estimates that elimi-

nating double bonuses alone 
would reduce MA spend-
ing by $18 billion over seven 
years. The offi  ce also looked 
at another, more technical re-
form, which would do away 
with so-called “benchmark in-
creases” tied to quality bonus-
es, and estimated the savings 
at more than $94 billion.

Add it all up, and ending 
MA quality bonuses could 
save taxpayers huge sums, 
with no negative impact on 
patients.

Medicare Advantage off ers 

enormous value to seniors, 
and should be preserved. But 
it deserves scrutiny from the 
new Department of Govern-
ment Effi  ciency for ways to 
reduce waste. Reforming the 
program could put Musk well 
on the way to his savings goal.

~~~
Drew Johnson is a budget 

policy analyst and government 
watchdog who was the Trump-
endorsed Republican nominee for 
Congress in Nevada’s 3rd con-
gressional district in 2024. This 
piece originally ran in Townhall.

Assessment appeals deadline
for applications is March 20

Continued from page 5
when the decision was made. I am sure Eleanore made the deci-
sion with some sadness.

Change comes in everything, like it or not. We wish Elea-
nore well in her retirement and hope that the four-decade-long 
friendship we have will not wither due to a lack of contact.

Thanks, El. You have done so much good for a lot of people.

Turkington: Fond farewell

The Board of Assessment Appeals will hear appeals of real 
estate and personal property assessments on the 2024 grand list 
by appointment during April.

The board will also hear appeals of motor vehicle assessments 
on the 2023 supplemental motor vehicle grand list that received 
a tax bill due Jan. 1.

Any property owner who wants to appeal an assessment 
must submit a writt en application to the board. The assessor’s 
offi  ce must receive the completed form on or before March 20.

Download an application at htt ps://www.cityofwesthaven.
com/DocumentCenter/View/7054/Board-of-Assessment-Ap-
peals-Application-PDF.

Applications are also available in the assessor’s offi  ce on the 
fi rst fl oor of City Hall, 355 Main St., or by calling the offi  ce at 
(203) 937-3515. 

Staff  members will answer questions about the appeal pro-
cess.
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Historian’s corner                  Historian’s corner                  By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

Days of the 
Nickel Hot Dog Noted

This week we will reprise the 
words of West Haven’s beloved 
Historian Harriet C. North, as 
off ered on Oct. 13, 1988:

Images courtesy of Marc Fried-
land.

In our newspapers today we 
read about the pros and cons 
of the eventual use of the land 
in front of Jimmie’s and Ca-
sino restaurants.

I wonder how many re-
member what was once down 
there. The picture I show this 
week will jog your memory, I 
suspect.

Remember when we came 

down Beach Street heading to-
wards Rock Street?  We went 
by the skating rink, pas the 
Sippican House (formerly the 
O’Connell House) and went 
up towards Kelsey Hill.  On 
the right was the Italian Villa, 
a brick building with a dining 
room and lounge at the side, 
going east to west.  A big park-
ing lot out front.  They adver-
tised charcoal broiled steaks, 
hot dogs and French fries.  I 
remember going there and the 
food was good.

In back of that was Turk’s.  
It was originally run by a Mr. 
Montesi who was an in-law 
of the Ramadons, who later 

ran it.  They had a big Turk-
ish fez on their sign.  They 
too served hot dogs, delicious 
soft-shelled crabs, fried clams, 
scallops, onion rings, etc.

Next in line was “Jim’s” 
where there was a fi gure of a 
young man holding a big hot 
dog aloft.  There was a large 
house in back of all this and a 
huge willow tree.  In the pic-
ture I see only one piece of lit-
ter.  

Why did we become so slop-
py with our discards?

Down at that corner is where 
the father of the Gagliardi’s 
started the split hot dog.  He 
served them to motormen on 

the trolleys were in a hurry to 
get them, eat them, and be on 
their way.

I knew Sal Gagliardi ever 
since he was in high school 
and when other kids were out 
playing ball and having fun, 
he was working splitt ing hot 
dogs.  He was a great guy.  
He worked long and hard for 
what he eventually enjoyed.  
It is sad that he had to die so 
soon.

At one time there was an-
other Gagliardi that had a 
stand called “Tony’s” on Rock 
Street.  It was sometimes re-
ferred to as Hot Dog Alley.

Phyllis’ was the other side.  
They too had super foods.  At 
one time the famous Clydes-
dale horses with the Bud-
weiser beer wagon was down 
there on that street.

Can’t you just remember 
the delicious aromas of big 
fat clams, oysters and scallops 
frying in those baskets then 
into those cardboard boxes 
with the wire handles?  French 
fries, tartar sauce, all of which 
probably cost a dollar and a 
half, maybe less. 

We all loved the hot dogs 
too and some preferred Jake’s, 
some Turk’s, some Jimmie’s.  
Tastes varied, some piled on 
sauerkraut, mustard, ketchup, 
piccalilli or onions.

I can’t wind up this mouth-
watering article without men-
tioning the lobster rolls, plenty 
of real lobster, lots of butt er, 
all for a dollar.

Our eyes were often bigger 

than our stomachs because 
when hungry we ordered two 
dogs, French fries, onion rings 
and a soft drink.

We drove around the side 
of the Rock itself and ate our 
food while looking out at  the 
water.  We didn’t heave our 
debris on the ground when we 
fi nished either.

What memories!  Now, how 
dreary for me to think of my 
lunch with none of the afore-
mentioned in my larder.  Even 
if I had them, they wouldn’t 
taste the same.  

I just wouldn’t have the 
touch.

Dan Shine is a columnist for 
the West Haven Voice, and lo-
cal history buff

The Greater New Haven Probus Club is conducting a shoe 
drive fundraiser through March 11. The shoes will be donated 
to community members in need. Anyone can take part by do-
nating gently worn, used or new shoes and sending them to: 
gnhavenprobus@gmail.com.

Probus sponsors shoe drive

The original Turk’s and Jimmies helped make up the area known as Restaurant Row with 
several back-to-back eateries serving the amusement park and beach crowds.
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Continued from page 16
Fonda 6:42 into the third.

West Haven / Sacred Heart 
Academy got back on the win-
ning track with a 3-1 home 
victory over Simsbury. With 
the victory, the Westie Sharks 
improved to 10-6 on the year.

Evelyn Twarowski made 25 
saves in the win, including 10 
in the third period. Picard and 
Azzarone each fi nished with a 
goal and an assist in the win.

Trailing 1-0 in the second 
period, Picard tied the game 
off  assists from Heather Fon-
da and Azzarone 25 seconds 
later.

Kelly Manfi eld scored the 
go-ahead goal 1:50 into the 
third period, and Azzarone 
scored off  assists from Picard 
and Cara Milrad with 3:34 re-
maining in the contest. 

West Haven / Sacred Heart 
Academy won its second 
straight contest and improved 
to 11-6 with a 4-3 home vic-
tory over Southwest United. 
Evelyn Twarowski made 18 
saves in the contest, including 
nine in the fi nal period. 

Picard led the Westie Sharks 
with three goals and an assist, 
while Milrad fi nished with a 
pair of assists in the win. 

West Haven / Sacred Heart 
Academy jumped out of the 
gates quickly, scoring twice 
in the game’s fi rst 27 seconds. 
Picard scored off  an assist from 
Milrad seven seconds in, then 
scored another 20 seconds 
later off  assists from Azzarone 
and Milrad for a 2-0 lead.

Southwest United re-
grouped and evened the con-
test with a goal in the fi nal 
minute of the opening period 
and another with 3:15 left in 
the second. 

Picard put the Westie Sharks 
back in front for good when 
she scored with 2:46 gone by 
in the third off  an assist from 
Fonda. Manfi eld gave West 
Haven / Sacred Heart Acad-

emy an insurance goal with 
3:29 left in the third off  an as-
sist from Picard. 

Southwest United made it 
interesting with a tally in the 
fi nal 33 seconds, but the Wes-
tie Sharks held on for the win.

The West Haven boys bas-
ketball team improved to 12-5 
with a 66-49 home victory over 
Sheehan-Wallingford. After 
a close fi rst half in which the 
Westies led 23-21 at the half, 
West Haven pulled away with 
a 25-12 third quarter run. 

Aaron Johnson led the Wes-
ties with 21 points, Loshon Ro-
man had 10 points, Matt  Mor-
gan added eight, and Bryan 
Tillman and Ja’Kha Litt le each 
scored seven. Brandon Bel-
lamy chipped in six points in 
the win. 

Johnson was the key to the 
third quarter run with eight 
points, while Morgan hit a 
pair of 3-pointers, and Roman 
scored six points. 

The two teams were even 
at 11 after one quarter with 
Johnson scoring four points, 
while Johnson and Bryan Till-
man each scored fi ve points in 
the second quarter to help the 
Westies to a 23-21 lead. 

The West Haven girls bas-
ketball team dropped its sec-
ond straight contest and fell 
to 10-7 with a 48-40 home 
loss against Foran-Milford. 
D’Lyana Dixon led West Ha-
ven with 17 points, while No-
elle Lawrence fi nished with 14 
points in defeat. 

The Westies got off  to a slow 
start in the contest, scoring just 
six points in the opening quar-
ter and trailing 23-16 at the 
half. Foran held West Haven 
to just seven points in the third 
quarter and extended its lead 
over the Westies to 36-23 after 
three quarters of play. 

The Westies had just two 
fi eld goals in the opening 
quarter from Ella Morgan and 
Natalia Washington, and just 

three fi eld goals in the third 
quarter from Morgan, Law-
rence, and Aniah Glover as the 
off ensive struggles in those 
quarters proved to be the dif-
ference in the game.

Lawrence and Dixon each 
scored fi ve points in the sec-
ond quarter, while Dixon 
scored 12 points in the fourth 
quarter, and Lawrence added 
the other fi ve points in the fi -
nal frame.

West Haven snapped its 
two-game losing streak and 
improved to 11-7 with a 69-37 
Senior Night victory over Ca-
reer. Lawrence led three play-
ers in double fi gures with 22 
points, while Dixon scored 15 
points, and Morgan added 13. 

West Haven took control 
of the game early with a 16-5 
run in the fi rst quarter and a 
42-14 halftime lead. Lawrence 
led the fi rst quarter run with a 
pair of 3-pointers, while Dixon 
and Washington also drained 
3-pointers in the quarter.

A 26-9 run by West Haven 
blew the game open in the 
second quarter. Lawrence 
had 11 points in the quarter, 
including a pair of 3-point-
ers, while Morgan and Dixon 
each scored four points in the 
quarter. 

Dixon scored six points 
in the third quarter, while 
Lawrence and Washington 
each scored fi ve points in the 
fourth quarter.

West Haven fell in a hard-
fought batt le at North Haven, 
74-69. With the loss, the Wes-
ties dropped to 11-8 on the 
season. 

Morgan led the Westies 
with 17 points, 13 rebounds, 
and seven assists, while Law-
rence led in scoring with 20 
points. Dixon had 15 points in 
the loss for the Westies.

West Haven closed the reg-
ular season with a 53-33 road 
loss against Sheehan- Wall-
ingford. With the loss, the 

Westies fi nished 11-9 on the 
campaign. 

Dixon led West Haven with 
16 points in the loss.

The West Haven boys swim 
team defeated Shelton 87-63. 
Benjamin Proano and Nathan 
Charron were each part of 
three winning events.

Proano won the 200 freestyle 
in 2 minutes, 14.89 seconds, 
the 100 butt erfl y in 1:09.49, 
and was part of the victori-
ous 200 freestyle relay team 
in 1:49.43 with Austin Blades, 
Ayman Elaziz, and Charron. 

Charron also won the 200 
IM in 2:28.07, and the 100 free-
style in 58.58 seconds. Carr 
won the 50 freestyle in 24.25, 
and Elaziz was victorious in 
the 500 freestyle in 6:47.69.

The West Haven boys wres-

tling team fell in a home match 
to Cheshire, 36-29.  

Faouzi Saibou won by de-
cision over Henry Zawel, 14-
7, at 175 pounds, Kingston 
Snape defeated Connor Bell 
by technical fall at 190, 17-1, 
Dylan Petrie won at 215 over 
Eric Scoff one in 4:22, and Ju-
lien Montiel won at 285 by de-
cision over Carter Marciano, 
1-0in double overtime.

Erik Sanchez fell at 113, 
Daniel Goldsmith lost at 
120 pounds in 5:22, Mark-
Anthony Aiken fell 11-0 at 
132 pounds, Xavier Molina 
dropped a 14-3 decision at 138 
pounds, Caimier Walker lost 
by fall in 1:15 at 150 pounds, 
and Isma’il Banks lost by fall 
in 1:13 at 157 pounds. Kam-
ren Walker fell 14-6 at 165.

Westies: Swimmers top Shelton, 87-63

Photos by Todd Dandelski
Above -- Eddie Fagnani swims the breaststroke leg of the 

200 medley relay against NDWH. Right -- Noelle Lawrence 
drives to the basket versus Foran.



CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon? Call Phyl-

lis Franco,
(203) 932-9367.
And I will drop off a brochure. 

Over 30 years’ experience.
Friendly Service.

FOR RENT
Harborview Condominiums 

Commercial space available 
In this professional building. 
Desk/Space from $295/month. 
Full office with waiting area

$695/month, includes off-
street parking, Use of pent-
house meet- ing room, janito-
rial services.Call us for an inter-
view. (203) 932-6455 Fran x 301

GUTTER CLEANING
Jay’s Gutter Cleaning. Minor 

repairs, tree work, hedge- trim-
ming, power washing, Insured.  
Free  estimates.  Call

(475) 238-2199.

PLUMBING PROBLEMS???
Leaky pipes, Leaky Faucets, 

Leaky Showers, RunningToilet, 
Drain Cleaning, Leaky Hot Wa-
ter Heater, Gardbage Dispos-
als, Dry- er/Washers, Laundry 
Lines, Dish- washer Lines, Gas 

Stoves, FULL PLUMBING RE-
PAIR SERVICES,(203) 584-6868.

SEEKING NEW STUDENTS
Grammy-nominated musi-

cian/ piano teacher Judy Pan-
coast now ac- cepting new stu-
dents to start in Sep- tember 
in West Haven. All ages. Email 
mamanook@comcast.net for 
all the details.

HOUSE CLEANING
West Haven, 2 minutes from 
bus stop. 1 or 2 days/week, 
8hrs./week for now. $17/hr. Call
(203) 508-3672. 

Voice Classifieds 

Buy It!
Sell It!

Rent It!
Find It!

(203) 934-6397

Classified
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Answers
to this week’s

puzzles

1. TELEVISION: How many castaways are on 
“Gilligan’s Island”?
2. GEOGRAPHY: Which Asian nation’s nick-
name is “Land of the Th under Dragon”?
3. LITERATURE: What is author J.K. Rowl-
ing’s real fi rst name?
4. SCIENCE: What is a type of material that 
can’t carry an electrical charge?
5. U.S. STATES: Which state’s nickname is 
“Th e Last Frontier”?
6. MEASUREMENTS: How many quarts are 
in a half gallon?
7. MOVIES: Which famous landmark is fea-
tured in the movie “Rebel Without a Cause”?
8. ANATOMY: What does the cerebellum 

control in the human brain?
9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Where is the late Jim-
my Carter’s presidential library located?
10. HISTORY: When did the Great Fire of 
London occur?

Answers
1. Seven.
2. Bhutan.
3. Joanne.
4. An insulator.
5. Alaska.
6. Two.
7. Griffi  th Observatory.
8. Movement and balance.
9. Atlanta, Georgia.
10. 1666.
(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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J’s Lawn Service 
Accepting new clients/custom- 
ers for summer lawn care. Also, 
spring cleanup and lawn prepa- 
ration. For estimates call (203) 
435-3319. Veterans and senior 
discounts available.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Deck work - Porches - new or 

repairs. Floors - Stairs - railings 
-posts - columns.

Interior work -walls and ceil-
ings repaired.

Minor carpenry work.
Call Bill, (203) 901-2136.

Art Painting Instruction
Acrylics or oils $30 for a 3 

hour session in West Haven
Call Edith at 203 232 4384 edi- 

threynolds.com.

PIANO LESSONS
 BY COMPUTER

Since 1992, in your home
when we can.

 Beginners welcome,
reasonable rates.

Details, References.
In West Haven: 203-479-4467

TAX SERVICE
More changes in tax laws affect

your 2024 taxes!
Let me help you get your refunds!!!!
Over 40 yeras preparing taxes in a 

professional, timely, and cost-efficient manner!
No waiting with pick-up and drop-off service.

Call (203) 934-9525.

West Haven Elk’s Lodge 
Hall Rentals 

150 person capacity. 
Low Prices. 

Bar and Kitchen 
facilities available. 

Great for all functions.
 Free Parking. 

203-671-4322 / 203-933-1537 
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Photo by Todd Dandelsk

Parting shots
Above -- West Haven wres-

tling celebrated their Senior 
Night prior to their meet ver-
sus Cheshire. Right -- Nate 
Charron launches into the 
pool in the 50m freestyle ver-
sus NDWH. Below -- West 
Haven boys’ basketball cel-
ebrated Senior Night before 
its 66-49 win over Sheehan.
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Photos by Todd Dandelsk

Top -- Matt  Rasile makes 
a save to help the Westies to 
a 4-1 victory over Hand. The 
Westies are on the cusp of 
gaining a CIAC tournament 
berth with a win or two ties 
in their fi nal games. Left -- 
Matt  Morgan takes a three 
pointer in the Westies’ victo-
ry over Sheehan. The Westies 
sport a 12-6 record at press 
time. Below -- Dylan Petrie 
goes for the pin against the 
Cheshire Rams. The Westies 
were edged in their Senior 
Night match-up.

Westies edge
closer to berth

After a week off , the West Haven boys hockey team returned 
to action against arch-rival Hamden. Looking to avenge an earli-
er season loss, the Westies did so as four diff erent players found 
the back of the net in a 4-2 victory at Hamden.

With the win, West Haven inched closer to a postseason bid, 
improving to 4-8-2 on the season. 

Trailing 1-0, West Haven evened the contest when Josh Ro-
drigue tipped in a shot off  assists from Justin Bruno and Thomas 
Porto with 1:44 left in the fi rst period. 

The Westies took control of the game with two goals in the 
fi rst 4:08 of the second period. Sean Bush gave the Westies the 
lead for good off  an assist from Leo Mazuroski 1:33 in, and Con-
nor Moriarty extended the lead to 3-1 off  an assist from Bruno 
2:35 later.

Hamden got within 3-2, but Porto scored a short-handed goal 
with 24 seconds left in the second for the 4-2 advantage.

Looking to get closer to a postseason bid, the West Haven boys 
hockey team played a complete game. Behind several outstand-
ing saves from Matt  Rasile early, a hat trick from Brady Price, 
and a goal and two assists from Bush, West Haven rolled to a 7-1 
victory over St. Dominic Academy. 

Rasile fi nished with 15 saves, and Rodrigue added a goal and 
an assist as the Westies won their second straight and improved 
to 5-8-2 on the year.

After withstanding an early fl urry from St. Dominic, West 
Haven took control of the game as Price scored off  a rebound 
in front 3:56 in, and Bush scored off  assists from Price and Ro-
drigue with 6:29 left in the fi rst for a 2-0 lead. Leading 2-1, Price 
scored a short-handed with 27 seconds left in the fi rst for a 3-1 
lead. 

Price completed his hat trick with an unassisted goal 2:35 into 
the second for a 4-1 lead. Moriarty scored off  a breakaway 1:07 
later, and J.J. McGlone scored off  an assist from Aedan Guarino 
with 9:47 left in the middle period. 

Rodrigue increased the lead to 7-1 off  assists from Bush and 
Brody DiNuzzo with 6:34 left in the third.

West Haven won its third straight contest and inched closer to 
a postseason bid with a 4-1 home victory over Hand-Madison. 
With the victory, the Westies improved to 6-8-2, and need one 
win or a pair of ties in their fi nal four games to qualify for post-
season play. 

Rodrigue led the way with a pair of goals, Theo Diakomis got 
West Haven on the scoreboard early, and Rasile came up with 
some clutch saves late in the third and fi nished with 21 saves to 
preserve the win. 

The Westies took a 1-0 lead just 1:56 into the contest when Dia-
komis poked in a shot in front off  assists from Cam Lipford and 
McGlone. The lead increased to 2-0 5:54 into the second when 
Rodrigue scored off  assists from Bush and Price. 

After Hand got within a goal with 5:23 remaining, Rasile came 
up big, making several of his nine third period saves. Rodrigue 
then gave the Westies some cushion with an unassisted tally 
down the left wing with 2:14 remaining, before Price scored into 
an empty net with one second to go.

Looking to extend its winning streak, the West Haven / Sa-
cred Heart Academy girls hockey team came within seconds of 
doing so. A late goal by East Catholic fl ipped the script and the 
Westie Sharks fell 3-2 in overtime at the Bennett  Rink. 

Leading 2-1, the Westie Sharks watched as the Storm evened 
the game with 32.7 seconds left in regulation and won at 2:08 of 
overtime. With the loss, West Haven / Sacred Heart Academy 
fell to 9-6.

Evelyn Twarowski made 26 saves in the loss, including eight 
in the third period. 

West Haven / Sacred Heart Academy took a 1-0 lead 4:09 into 
the game when Hailey Azzarone scored off  an assist from Ales-
sandra Picard. 

East Catholic evened the game in the second, before Juliana 
Gonzalez scored off  assists from Olivia Twarowski and Heather 

See Westies, page  13


