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West Haven and Federal Emergency Management Agency officials are photo-
graphed at the West Haven Water Pollution Control Plant at 2 Beach St. on June

City Photo
10, 2024. The results of that meeting were announced last week, with the city
getting a $10.39 million grant to build a flood-protecting seawall.

Grant funds wastewater site seawall

By Michael P. Walsh

Special to the Voice

The city has been awarded a $10.39 million grant
from the Federal Emergency Management Agency
to harden the wastewater treatment plant on Beach
Street against storms, Mayor Dorinda Borer an-
nounced. The grant — the largest federal grant in
decades — is through FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation
Assistance Grant Program and will fund the final
design and construction of a flood-hardening wall
to protect West Haven’s wastewater treatment infra-

Alum’s donation
fuels UNH plans

A substantial donation from alumnus and successful business

structure against significant flooding. The city will
receive the funding as a Building Resilient Infra-
structure and Communities subgrant award through
the state Division of Emergency Management and
Homeland Security.

“This critically important FEMA grant will pro-
tect our wastewater treatment plant against flooding
and rising seas,” Borer said. “If the sewer plant is
negatively impacted by significant flooding causing
a compromise of the infrastructure, it could create a
devastating impact across the city and Long Island

Sound, and that is why everyone has worked collab-
oratively to bring this to fruition.

“] want to thank our grant writer, Olivia Bissanti,
and our engineer, Abdul Quadir, for their collabo-
ration on this project and assisting in securing these
funds. I'm grateful for every state and federal agency
that stepped up to help West Haven, including the
Connecticut Division of Emergency Management
and Homeland Security and the state Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection.”

See Grant, page 9

executive Dennis Martin (Class of 1981) will support the devel-
opment of an 80,000-square-foot facility that will advance the
University’s commitment to innovation and maximizing gradu-
ates’ return on investment.

The University of New Haven announced April 7 it has re-
ceived a $10 million gift from a 1981 graduate that will serve as
the leadership donation to create a new on-campus building for
the Pompea College of Business.

The gift was made by Dennis Martin ‘81, chairman of the
board of Federal Signal Corporation, a manufacturer of public

See UNH, page 9
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A rendering of the new Pompea School of Business, which was aided by a donation from
alumus Dennis Martin ‘81.
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& 1986 -- The world’s longest
war ends without a single
F’ shot having been fired. The

state of war between the Neth-
erlands and the Isles of Scilly
had been extended for a total
of 335 years by the lack of a
peace treaty. Some historians
doubt that war had ever been
declared.

1978 -- Mir Akbar Khyber's
assassination triggers a com-
munist coup in Afghanistan.
The Communists introduced
a series of reforms, such as
equal rights for women and
universal education. These
achievements were undone
soon after by the outbreak of
several wars.

1975 -- Phnom Penh falls to
the Khmer Rouge. The regime

Jeremiah Zaragoza, age 4, a student at the West Haven Child
Development Center, Inc., is hoping for warmer weather for
the spring flowers.
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Shape Diamond S Holy Week begins

Subdeacon Steven R. Mullins carries a wooden crucifix as

. . ' the Rev. Thomas Jackson leads the choir and parishioners of
Elther a Natural Dlamond Or I_ab Greated Dlamond the Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit in the Palm Proces-
sion down the church aisle; commemorating Jesus’ trium-
phant entrance into Jerusalem. Holy Week began with Palm
Sunday celebrations in churches throughout the city, leading
to tonight’s Maundy Thursday services, followed by Good

And surely one to fit your price
Visit Us for more details the holieotday on the Chritan caendar.

Summer work applications accepted

’

Applications for the Summer Youth Employment Program
Friendly Service Les [w J ewe @TS Family Owned will be available from through-May 2 in the main entrance of
West Haven High School and the main office of Bailey Middle
Provided Here! 21 Wagner Place, West Haven, CT And Operated School. Applications are available on the city website for stu-
dents who do not attend West Haven High or Bailey at https://
2 0 3' 9 3 3 - 3 2 91 www.cityofwesthaven.com/DocumentCenter/View/7127/Sum-

mer-Youth-Employment-Program-Application-2025-PDF.
Students must return applications with all required docu-
ments to West Haven High from 7-8 a.m. Mondays, Wednes-
days or Fridays or to Bailey from 8-9 a.m. Tuesdays or Thurs-
days.Online applications must be returned to West Haven High

wwwllesliejewelers.com from 7-8 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays.

No applications will be accepted after May 2.

Business Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm;
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm. Other hours by appointment
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Bulk trash collection set for April 21-25

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice

The next bulk trash pickup
week is April 21-25.

West Haven residents are
reminded to separate metals,
recyclables and regular trash
from bulk trash and put them
out no more than 24 hours be-
fore pickup. Violations carry
a $100 fine per daily offense,
acting Public Works Commis-
sioner Robert Sandella said.

Sandella said the city ex-
pects a heavier-than-usual
pickup because spring bulk
trash week is traditionally the
heaviest. Pickup may run a
day or two behind schedule,
he said.

Residents are also reminded
to “Put a Lid on It!” and use
lids on all trash cans. Rain-
soaked trash costs West Hav-
en 10 times more at the dump,
according to Sandella, adding
that using trash can lids will
save the city money by reduc-
ing the weight of trash and
cost of tipping fees.

Bulk items include couches,
chairs, tables, carpeting, pad-
ding and fencing, which may
not exceed 6 feet in length. No
building materials, tires, mat-
tresses, propane tanks or haz-
ardous waste are accepted.

Options for disposing of
building materials include
renting a dumpster or bring-
ing the materials to a disposal

facility for a fee.

Tires and mattresses are not
considered bulk trash and will
not be collected.

Tires can be brought to
Town Fair Tire, 63 Boston
Post Road, Orange, for a fee of
$3.75 per tire.

To dispose of mattresses,
residents must buy mattress
bags from the Department of
Public Works and put them
out for pickup on their sched-
uled collection day through
June 30. The bags cost $30 for
the first one and $20 each after
that. They are payable by cash
and available in the public
works office on the third floor
of City Hall, 355 Main St.

Hazardous waste can be
dropped off for free at Haz-
Waste Central, 90 Sargent
Drive, New Haven. HazWaste
is open Saturday mornings
from mid-May through Octo-
ber.

Propane tanks can be
brought to Taylor Rental, 304
Boston Post Road, Orange, for
a fee of $10.60 per tank.

The amount of bulk trash
per collection is limited to 6
cubic yards, which is equal
to a pile of trash about 6 feet
long, 6 feet wide and 4.5 feet
high.

Homeowners are required
to rent a dumpster or hire a
junk removal service at their
expense if trash exceeds 6 cu-

bic yards. Otherwise, trash ex-
ceeding 6 cubic yards will be
left at the curb, and a $100 fine
per daily offense will be im-
posed, Sandella said.

To prevent a potential fine,
property owners should fa-
miliarize themselves with
the city’s trash guidelines
at https://www.cityofwest-
haven.com/260/Bulk-Trash-
Pickup-Other-Services.

Bulk trash must be gener-
ated by the customer at the
residential unit where it is col-
lected. Trash will not be col-
lected if it is generated by any-
one other than the resident of
the home.

Bulk items must be separat-
ed and orderly. Do not place
them next to a mailbox or util-
ity pole or close to a fence,
Sandella said.

Also, do not place bulk
items in front of a vacant lot or
home — they will not be col-
lected, he said.

In addition to bulk trash, the
city picks up metals, including
household appliances, also
known as white goods, and
toilets. To schedule a pickup
on their curbside collection
day, residents must call the
Highway Department at (203)
937-3644 or (203) 937-3585.
Appliance doors must be re-
moved.

For electronic items, in-
cluding TVs, the next e-waste

drop-off day is April 26.

Residents can drop off elec-
tronic recyclables — typically
anything that contains a cir-
cuit board or needs a battery
— from 8 a.m.-noon at the city
garage, 1 Collis St.

West Haven is partnering
with Take 2 Inc. of Waterbury,

a state-approved recycler and
collector of universal e-waste
devices, to collect residential
electronic items on a quarterly
basis.

The collection is free for resi-
dents who have such items as
computers, monitors, printers,

See Trash, page 5

Combine and get in

on the surprise.

Here's the deal, our Home and Auto rates are already great. But when
you combine with State Farm, you can save even more. Call me to
discover your surprisingly great rates on Home and Auto today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farmis there.”

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516

Bus: 203-932-0591

o StateFarm

UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAVEN

DENTAL HYGIENE CENTER

We offer reduced cost dental hygiene services
to the West Haven community, including:

* Adult and child cleanings

* Blood pressure screenings

» Oral cancer screenings

* Periodontal disease screening

» Cavity screening

« Oral hygiene instructions

 X-rays

* Pit & fissure sealants for children

* Deep cleaning (scaling and root planing)

* Topical flouride

CONTACT

Please contact the Dental Hygiene Center to
make an appointment with a student Dental
Hygienist at (203) 931-6028.

Clinic hours vary during the academic year.

APPOINTMENT FEES INCLUDE X-RAYS:
Adult: $30
Senior, Child, and U.S. Military Veteran: 520
University of New Haven Student: 510
Other College Student: $15

Insurance is not accepted.

University of New Haven

A Partner in the Community

University of New Haven Dental Hygiene Center
419 Boston Post Road, West Haven, CT 06516
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Dear

Effen there is one thing that
has marked our transition
from March to April it's been
the weather in these parts,
sweetie pie. As I scribe these
notes to yew, it has rained
all but one day, and has been
windy and cold. Any thought
o’ shutting down the furnace
until next October is gone with
the wind - literally. The win-
dows in the Cobina domicile
have been shakin’ daily, and
the rain pelting the same. By
the time yew git this missive,
the kiddies will be well into
their spring break, and the
weather is supposed to git bet-
ter. We shall see.

Of course, the budget hear-
ing that was held two weeks
ago was a bit of a lovefest ac-
cording to Sammy Bluejay.
People seem to be fine with
the way things are being han-
dled city-wise, and most of
the people who discussed the
package were perty support-
ive. Supposedly, some even
said they would be willing to
pay more effen they had to...
no wonder it’s raining!!

Tennyrate, that annual
spring eventis over, and whilst
100 people or so showed up
for the hearing, the real work
is underway with the City
Council who is now perusing
its contents and seeing effen
there is anything they might
wanna tweak. Tweaking has
been a bit sparse over the last

couple o’ budgets, but not as
sparse as it once was. As I
keep remindin’ yew, the coun-
cil has to have a supermajority
to make any adjustments, and
on the 13-members council
that is nine.

Over the decades nine was
almost insurmountable when
the Demmies were trisected
into factions and there was
very little comity betwixt them
all. Soooo0, things got bogged
down, and the proposed bud-
get usually got through. The
party seems to be a little less
angry at each other and things
are moving along rawther well
by Sammy’s reckoning.

By the time the next issue
comes out, the budget will be
perused, preened, and made
presentable for an ordinance,
and will be over and done for
another year. In the meantime,
the perusal of pages (a bit of
alliteration) will continue until
the entire plan has been eyed.
We shall hear in the next few
days whether any changes are
made, but don’t expeck any-
thing earth shattering, just a
few jots and a few tittles.

And whilst the City Coun-
cil may put its stamp of ap-
proval on the package, there is
still one more hurdle, MARB
by acronym, Municipal Ac-
countability Review Board by
name. As I have been tellin’
yew, Herroner is very hope-
ful this might be the last over-

the-shoulder tutorial the panel
might be giving to the city. She
wants to see them in the rear-
view mirror very soon. For
that matter, so does everyone
else.

It has been seven-plus years
since they darkened our city
gates, and the members have
shown little or no regard for
our taxpayers or our leaders.
Whilst that particular sleight
has been softened over the last
little while, it is true, nonethe-
less.

There is a fear that the panel
is gonna stay on over some
technicality or t'other. Some
have said the fire departments’
shortfalls in the pension pro-
grams might keep them on.
One politico was heard to
say they might wanna stay
on cuz, “What else do they
have to work on?” There were
two municipalities under the
panel’s direction, and now, I
guess, there is one.

Nothing saddens bureau-
cratic types than not having
anything to do with their time,
and it becomes a case of justi-
fying one’s existence. Jest look
at what is going on in Wash-
ington, DC to understand that
part of the equation.

We shall see. Maybe MARB
will be a not-so-fond memory
sooner rather than later, but
until we see their backsides
leave the building, we won't
raise our hopes too high.

SHOR{T, ON CASH 22
NMURNNYOURIUNUSED

HIGHES
PRICES
PAID!

* No ltem Too Large Or Small

Friendly Service Provided Here!

PRICES
PAID!

* 10k, 14k, 18k, Dental, Sterling
* On Site Testing While You Wait - Licensed Buyer For Over 30 Years
* Immediate Payment

- Any Condition

27 Wagner Place

203-933-3291

Visit us on the web - www.lesliesjewelers.com

Leslie Jewelers

Family Owned And Operated

It's been two weeks since last
we communicated, and two more
weeks that the former Haven
Property has lain fallow with no
indication that anything is hap-
pening over there. The irony is
that despite the empty expanse
where homes used to be, it is a
rather nice view effen yew can
take a moment to take it all in.
Cobina was driving by there
t'other day, and happened to look
over during a red light. It is a nice
vista.

But wvistas aside, something
has to happen over there, and
toot sweet. It's been more than
a year since the last houses were
razed, and more than four since
the whole place was cordoned off.
Yet, the Haven Group, the de-
velopers that ditched the project,
still won't let the city know what
their plans are. It's 10-plus years
since the project was announced
in 2014, and 28-plus years since
the original “Water Street Proj-
ect” was announced in September
of 1997.

Cobina was going to her lo-
cal breakfast nook last week,
when she happened upon
slow-moving traffic along Elm
Street. That can only mean one
thing to a person who's lived
in these parts more than five
minutes — there was a big acci-
dent on the highway. Sure en-
uff, that’s exactly what it was.
Bumper-to-bumper traffic tra-
versed both north and south
whilst state crews were trying
to git rid of the debris.

Well, this got Cobina think-
ing, especially after the Wag
came in for tea and biscuits
that day. He reminded m’self
that this might be the wave
of the future when the state
begins reconstruction of the
two bridges on I-95 that are
planned for rehab — the one
over the tracks, and the First
Avenue Bridge.

Last summer, the state
DOT announced plans to
start reconstruction of those
spans and told the neighbor-
hoods that it was gonna take
27 months from start to fin-
ish. That put the target date
to 2027. Well, needless to say,
like most things the state is
involved with, things have
not begun on time, and things
have been pushed back, but
nobody seems to wanna tell
the public when this might be.

It ain’t that Cobina wants to
see the 27-month mayhem that
the reconstruction is gonna
promise our area, it’s jest that
until we get started, we won’t
know when it's gonna end.
Methinks this thing is gonna
linger for a while and it might
not be until 2028 that the whole
thing is complete. Jest think of
every day being like the day of
the accident. It sends shivers
down yore spine.

We see a local activist is la-

menting the condition of Quigley
Stadium, and wondering why
things have got to the place they
are regarding the upkeep. Good
question. If mem’ry serves, our
esteemed editor wrote a scathing
piece a few years back after um-
piring a game on that hallowed
ground. It was a mess.

That colyume woke up a few
people and the place was made
somewhat less cow pasture-like
and grass was growing where
dandelions had taken over. Well,
things to be back to cow pastures.
We know the city really wants to
unload the property and get it on
the tax rolls, but the whole thing
reminded us of what happened the
last time this was contemplated.

A trip down Memory Lane,
circa 1989: Mayor Azelio Guerra
announces the closure of Quigley
Stadium and the conversion into
a trucking hub. Back then there
were lotsa trucking companies
along Front Avenue. Well, the
borough exploded, and a grass-
roots protest was announced.
Thousands of people showed up,
and that began the downfall of
the Guerra administration, and
the ascent of Clemente Evange-
liste, who eventually unseated the
Democrat — the last Republican to
hold that office.

What happened during that
administration is another matter,
but Allingtowners think they are
the red-headed stepchildren of the
city much like they did 36 years
ago. We wonder effen the Quig-
ley Stadium will be the lightening
rod it was back then — could be.

In any case, the fack that the
West Haven Twilight League
plays there — so-called the lon-
gest continuing amateur baseball
league in the nation — shouldn’t
the place be kept up a little better?
One would hope.

Let’s see where this ends up. It
could be interesting.

And wonders do never
cease. The Kelsey is the new
banquet facility that has been
proposed by developers, who
plan on taking the current
building and giving it some
upgrades. The big wild cards
were gonna be — as usual —
Jimmies, Inc., and the Land
Trust of West Haven, Inc.

Wonder of wonders, and
maybe the reason we had the
rain we did last week, both en-
tities have given their impri-
matur on the plan, and it looks
like the judicial jockeying that
plagued the previous plan for
the brewery won’t be present
with this one.

It truly is a banner day when
yew can git the approval of
not one but two players in
the shoreline development
saga that actually don’t plan
to bring a lawsuit. We'll see if
this Era of Good Feeling will
continue, but in the meantime,
I will close this time until next,
mitt luff und kizzez,

Cobina
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Behind the stacks

Welcome back to Behind the
Stacks, your go-to column for
all things West Haven Library.
This week, we would like to
shine some well-deserved
light on our wonderful volun-
teer organization, The Friends
of West Haven Library. The
main objective of the Friends
is to raise funds to support li-
brary programming and other
goals that are not included in
the West Haven City budget
and would otherwise not be
possible.

They also advocate for the li-
brary day to day by spreading
the word about all the library
has to offer our community,
writing to elected officials and
attending public hearings re-
garding the library, and en-
couraging people to join, do-
nate, or volunteer.

The Friends are a 501(c)(3)
volunteer run organization
whose efforts have funded:
Teen/Children’s Summer
Reading Program; Museum
discount passes; Holiday/Cul-
tural events; Presentations/
Lectures; Programming for
all ages; Animal encounters;
Library databases; Programs
celebrating inclusivity and di-
versity and much more.

Their largest fundraisers
are their bi-annual Fill-A-Bag
book sales held in spring and
fall. Volunteers sort books,
organize, set up, and run out-
door sales. They even collabo-
rate with residents who main-
tain Little Free Libraries in
town, donating leftover books

to stock their shelves.

There is also an ongoing
book/DVD sale at the Main
Library, as well as a puzzle
sale at our Ora Mason branch.
All proceeds come right back
into the library to fund a mul-
titude of programs, events,
and even provide equipment
(such as the children’s depart-
ment’s new kitchen play set).
They’ve also raised funds by
teaming up with local restau-
rants like Chipotle and Texas
Roadhouse. The Friends are
always looking to collaborate
with other organizations that
share the goal of improving
our community.

They’ve worked with groups
such as West Haven Public
Schools, ArtsWestCT, West
Haven Rotary Club, and the
Native Plant Initiative. They
recently hosted their annual
Staff/Volunteer Appreciation
Luncheon where staff, volun-
teers, and board members can
enjoy pizza and refreshments
as a token of our gratitude for
all their hard work and dedi-
cation throughout the year.

The Friends of West Haven
Library typically meet the first
Tuesday of each month at 5:15
p-m. at the Main Library or
via Zoom,\ and are always
looking for creative fundrais-
ing ideas and events. Become
a member and join the dis-
cussion! From raffle baskets
to themed merchandise - all
ideas are welcomed. An indi-
vidual membership is only $15
per year, with discounts for se-

Trash: Pick up April 21-25

Continued from page 3

nior and family memberships.
Become a lifetime member for
a one-time donation of $150.
On April 26, the Friends will
be hosting its spring book sale
at the Main Library! The Fill-
a-Bag book sales have become
quite popular in the commu-
nity and are highly anticipat-

ed by patrons from West Ha-
ven and surrounding towns.
For the best of the selection,
stop by from 10am-1pm and
buy one (or more) of our bags
for $10 each and fill them up
with all you can carry! For the
last hour, 1pm-2pm, the price
of the bags are reduced to $5

each-an affordable way to
stock up on summer reading
materials.

To learn more about the
Friends, visit its website at
WHPLfriends.org or email
friends@westhavenlibrary.
org.

rlu

The Fr1ends of the West Haven Library recently gathered for the annual volunteers lun-

cheon. Shown are: Robbi LaBelle, Wun Wong, Karl Ulsamer, and Melissa Marguy.

- wal Home
Keenan Funers

IKEENAN

FUINERAL HOME, INC,

238 Elm Strect
West Haven, C'1T 06516

keyboards, modems, computer mice, tablet computers, TVs,
VCRs, DVD players, photocopiers, fax machines, scanners,
video game machines, digital media players, personal digital
assistants, stereo equipment, telephones, cellphones, cameras,
microwaves and other small appliances.

Anything that has refrigerant, including air conditioners and
dehumidifiers, is not accepted. Those items are considered white
goods, and residents are asked to schedule a pickup on their
curbside collection day by calling the Highway Department.

For details, go to https://www.cityofwesthaven.com/263/E-
waste-Drop-off.

For the e-waste drop-off, residents are asked to heed the fol-
lowing guidelines: Stay in your vehicle. Vehicles will be spaced
out. Event workers will remove electronics from your vehicle.
There should be no interaction between residents and workers.
No mattresses or box springs will be disposed of at the moment.
No smoke detectors, ballasts or hazardous waste — lighter fluid,
liquids, paint — will be accepted. Electronic items left curbside
will be tagged with information on the e-waste schedule and
must be removed, or face a potential fine.

330 Motch Hill Rd
North Branford, CT 06471

Every life is unique.
Every goodbye, special.

. .‘:‘_
| Veteran
CALL NOW: (203) 933-1217

EMAIL US: WeCare@ReenonFuneralHome.com
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"Keenan Funeral Home was truly amozing and very attentive to
all of our needs. Thank you Keenan, for being there in our most
painful time.”

PREPLAN AND SAVE!!

Sean below to visit
our wehsite!!
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Marchers sought for parade

The city and the West Haven Veterans Council are seeking
veterans, civic groups, fraternal organizations, service clubs
and marching bands to participate in the annual Memorial Day
parade, which steps off at 10:30 a.m. May 26.Participants must
register and list required special accommodations for the pro-
cession, which has no rain date.

The city will provide transportation for veterans who are un-
able to walk the 1.5-mile parade route, which follows Campbell
Avenue from Captain Thomas Boulevard to Center Street. To
make arrangements, call the mayor’s office at (203) 937-3510.

Download a participation form at https://www.cityofwes-
thaven.com/DocumentCenter/View/7191/Memorial-Day-Pa-
rade-Reservation-Form-2025-PDF.

"I truly cannot say enough how grateful my fomily and | are to
Keenan for their exceptional service. From the moment we met
to moke arrangements to the actual service, they were great.
There was no finuncial pressares, our lumils were respected,
and everything was said ontright.”

[=]
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Mileage tax hurts workers

West Haven residents should cast a wary eye to-
ward Hartford in the next few weeks as a mileage tax
is once again being looked at by the General Assem-
bly as well as delivery taxes on Amazon. The reason:
creation of new revenue streams to fund the state
coffers, while there is talk of the state funding those
workers who go out on strike. Instead of looking for
savings, we go back to adding new taxes for revenue-
starved politicians.

The state Republican minority has highlighted
these possible new invasions into residents’ pocket-
books, but the fact the warning is coming from the
opposition party should not detract from the fact the
Democratic majority is considering these proposals.
The administration of Gov. Ned Lamont has stated
it is looking to make Connecticut more business
friendly. The three proposals noted above cannot be
considered even remotely working toward that end.

As the GOP points out, Connecticut has the third-
highest property tax burden in the nation, while
electricity rates come in at the second highest. Add-
ing new levies will make the state more burdensome
for many current residents, who, like tens of thou-
sands of others, have left the state in search of more
livable climes.

These two new tax proposals are in the “talking”
or “study” phase right now, but we have seen these
“phases” before. One need only look at the way the
income tax was imposed on the state, despite wide-
spread opposition in 1992, as well as the recurring
attempt to put tolls on state roads. One was success-
ful. The second, though denied at least twice, keeps
coming up in the effort to wear down the opposition.

The mileage tax proposal has come up at least twice
since 2015, when Gov. Dannel Malloy authorized the
state’s participation in a national study. Six years
later, with the state amid the ill-conceived lockdown
for Covid-19, another study was contemplated. Now,
four years later, the Democratic majority is trying to
push the idea to the fore once again.

West Haven is a blue-collar community. Its resi-
dents, many upper lower class or lower middle class,
live month to month, or paycheck to paycheck. Add-
ing levies that would further burden delivery driv-
ers (with the mileage tax) or employers (like Amazon
with its facility in the city) will have a ripple effect on
workers and their families. But it goes beyond that.
Taxing mileage is just another innovative (not a good
thing in this regard) idea by the state assembly to
wring more money from state taxpayers. Passing this
type of tax will lead to more exodus out of the state,
and further burdening those who cannot afford to
leave.

Again, these are in the discussion stages, but resi-
dents should be vigilant as the General Assembly’s
session continues. Progressive elements in the ma-
jority party have little regard for the impact their pro-
posals have on the public if they have the money to
fund their pet projects.

Connecticut needs to assess its needs and pro-
grams as we continue to lose taxpayers. In the last
decade we lost a congressional seat due to the de-
cline of our population, yet we continue to look at
novelties to fund more programs. Paying strikers,
while it might be a nice idea to some, is a burden on
those footing the bill.

Keep your eyes on these proposals. Taxpayers have
been fooled before because of legislative sleights of
hand. These proposals will only add to making life in
the Nutmeg State more onerous.

IT?  WERE
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By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist

Is it worth it to the United
States to enforce freedom of
navigation on the seas? That
question was a subplot in the
instantly famous leaked Signal
chat over an operation to hit
Houthi targets in Yemen.

Vice President ].D. Vance
expressed skepticism, noting
that more European than U.S.
trade passes through the Suez
Canal. Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth and National Secu-
rity Adviser Michael Waltz, on
the other hand, were strongly
in favor. Hegseth correctly
called freedom of navigation
“a core national interest.”

Open sea lanes are necessary
to U.S. commercial shipping
and trade (80% of all global
trade is carried by ocean), as
well as to lines of commu-
nication with our allies and
U.S. bases overseas. A strat-
egy document from U.S. Joint
Forces Command observed a
few years ago, “The crucial en-
abler for America’s ability to
project its military power for
the past six decades has been
its almost complete control
over the global commons.”

The fact is that President
Trump’s decision to hit the
Houthis toward the goal of
open sea lanes was fundamen-
tally American.

We’'ve long recognized the
wisdom of the 17th-century
English adventurer Walter
Raleigh when he said, “For
whosoever commands the sea

Clearing sea lanes

commands the trade; who-
soever commands the trade
of the world commands the
riches of the world, and conse-
quently the world itself.”

We fought the Quasi War
with France during the John
Adams administration over
French privateers seizing our
shipping in the Caribbean.

President Thomas Jefferson
reacted similarly to the Bar-
bary states harassing ship-
ping in the Mediterranean. He
ordered U.S. ships to go after
the corsairs, urging our com-
mander to “chastise their in-
solence -- by sinking, burning
or destroying their ships and
vessels wherever you shall
find them.”

Jefferson’s actions were in
keeping with his belief that
we should be a trading nation
and, as he had put it in a let-
ter to James Monroe, “this will
require a protecting force on
the sea. Otherwise the small-
est powers in Europe, every
one which possesses a single
ship of the line may dictate to
us.” He concluded that “naval
force then is necessary if we
mean to be commercial.”

During James Madison’s
presidency, we fought the War
of 1812 over British interfer-
ence with our trade and im-
pressment of sailors. Needless
to say, Adams, Jefferson and
Madison aren’t strange inter-
lopers in the American experi-
ence; they are among our most
honored statesmen, and were
fully vested in freedom of nav-

thtca“

igation.

In the aftermath of the two
world wars -- also involving
questions of freedom of navi-
gation -- the United States had
the power to enforce peace on
the seas, and it’s been a boon
to the U.S. and to the rest of
the world. As Gregg Easter-
brook points out in his com-
pelling book “The Blue Age,”
there hasn’t been a major fight
on the sea since the Battle of
Leyte Gulf in 1944. Trade has
increased accordingly, and in-
creased wealth here and else-
where.

There is nothing inevitable
about any of this. In fact, con-
sidering the sweep of world
history, conflict and predation
at sea are the norm.

If we step back, a vacuum
isn’t going to be filled by self-
less or friendly powers. It ei-
ther won’t be filled at all, feed-
ing chaos, or a hostile power
like China will enforce an ar-
rangement to its liking.

The Red Sea demonstrates
the dynamic in microcosm.
President Biden’s abdication
allowed insurgents to attack
commercial shipping, sending
insurance rates soaring, or di-
verting vessels away from the
Suez Canal to the longer, more
expensive route around the
Cape of Good Hope. One anal-
ysis says the attacks added
0.7% to inflation in global core
goods in the first six months of
2024.

European navies aren’t go\

See Lowry, page 11
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UNH: Business School gets big donation

Continued from page 1
safety, security, and emergen-
cy systems and equipment.
Martin achieved great success
as a business executive, help-
ing to turn around struggling
companies. He described the
development of the new build-
ing and its vision as a “game
changer.”

“] am very passionate about
the mission of the university
and the springboard it pro-
vided my career,” said Martin.
“Combining a commitment to
innovation, hands-on and in-
terdisciplinary learning, and
workforce development with
a strong educational curricu-
lum is where the university
excels. Just getting a degree is
not enough. It is essential for
students to gain real-world ex-
perience, to create a network,
and to build their confidence
and leadership skills. This ap-
proach will be at the heart of
the space, and the larger in-
novation hub it will be part of,
and I couldn’t be happier to
help support such an exciting
project.”

“Dennis is a remarkable in-
dividual who has enjoyed an
extraordinary career,” said
University of New Haven
President Jens Frederiksen.
“He is the definition of a self-
made success story and is a
true philanthropist. His gener-
osity is helping to propel our
vision of becoming a global
powerhouse for preparing the
next generation of elite talent
to excel in the workforce of the
future. In the current climate
of higher education, the stakes
could not be higher. As a suc-
cessful business executive,
Dennis is keenly aware of the
importance of differentiating
the university and our value
proposition. His commitment
will make a lasting impact on
generations of students, and I
am confident it will be a cata-
lyst for raising more than $150
million over the next three

years to support campus en-
hancements.”

Reflecting the University’s
commitment to maximizing
students’ return on invest-
ment, the 80,000-square foot
facility will prominently fea-
ture suites dedicated to ca-
reer development, mentor-
ship, recruiting, and advising.
The space will also feature a
simulated financial trading
room, a business analytics/Al
lab, a learning lab for student
research, and a student-run
cafe operated by hospitality
and tourism management stu-
dents, as well as state-of-the-
art classrooms, faculty offices,
a theater-style lecture hall, and
an executive seminar room. In
addition, the building will in-
clude casual spaces through-
out that foster collaboration
and teamwork, promoting the
principles that are essential for
a successful college of busi-
ness.

The new building enables
the university to transition its
Pompea College of Business
back to its main campus in
West Haven from its campus
in nearby Orange, which was
once home to the worldwide
headquarters of Hubbell Elec-
tronics.

“This space will truly em-
body our commitment to be-
ing a leader in preparing our
students to excel and achieve
successful career outcomes as
graduates,” said Brian Kench,
dean of the Pompea College
of Business. “This is one of the
most important signals we can
give to our students and their
families. By creating a hub
for supporting initiatives that
put the focus, from day one,
on building career pathways,
we are re-envisioning and re-
imagining business education
and how students are pre-
pared for the workforce of the
future. The facility’s promi-
nence will transform the ‘front
door’ of the university, creat-

Grant: FEMA funding
alds flood protection

Continued from page 1
The West Haven Water

Pollution Control

Plant is

located on the Sound and has previously experienced flooding
in severe weather. In nearly every storm, saltwater has dam-
aged the plant’s equipment, jeopardizing operations and cost-

ing thousands to repair.

“FEMA’s $10.39 million grant award to the city is a game
changer,” said Councilwoman Ruby Melton, D-2, whose district
includes the plant at 2 Beach St. “It will fund a vitally needed
project to protect the city’s wastewater treatment infrastructure
against 500-year floods, which will benefit the city for years to

come.”

Borer said the grant will also fund a floodwall to protect the
wastewater pumping station at 167 Blohm St. The solution to
build floodwalls is supported by a comprehensive feasibility
study done by the city’s engineering consultant, Black & Veatch.

Borer said the city is working with an engineering firm to
complete the design and permitting process. A community en-
gagement roundtable is expected this summer, with construc-
tion projected to begin in mid-to-late 2026.

The FEMA grant comes with a 25% cost match, which the city
has included in the 2024 budget cycle for bonding, Borer said.

ing a premier environment for
attracting top-tier students,
faculty, and industry part-
ners.”

The Pompea College is ac-
credited by AACSB, placing
it among the best business
schools in the world, and the
building will embody the
AACSB focus areas of eco-
nomic empowerment and sus-
tainability.

The building is being
planned for the south side of
the University’s main campus.
It will be across the street from
a 130,000 square foot commer-
cial space on Campbell Av-
enue the university recently
purchased to develop into a
pioneering research and de-
velopment center.

“One of the comparative ad-
vantages of the university is at
the intersection of engineer-
ing, technology, cybersecurity,
Al, advanced manufacturing,
and business,” said President
Frederiksen. “This focus and
the innovation hub we are de-
veloping places us at the fore-
front of capitalizing on where
the Connecticut economy ex-
cels, enabling us to be a leader
in maximizing the investment
and outcomes of our gradu-
ates.”

Martin, who enrolled at the
university in the late 1970s,
was drawn to its focus on
hands-on learning. He already
had a full-time job, a wife,

three children, and two years
of college under his belt, along
with a desire to complete his
bachelor’s degree. He went
on to hold leadership roles
as Ingersoll-Rand and Illinois
Toolworks, where he rose to
become president of one of its
$1 billion divisions.

He was recruited to lead
the successful turnaround of
the General Binding Corpora-
tion. After leading a consult-
ing practice, he joined Federal

Signal and served as president
and CEO for five years, before
transitioning to a leadership
role on its board.

Martin who previously do-
nated to the university’s mak-
erspace, providing support for
new equipment, earned a B.S.
in industrial engineering and
management from the Univer-
sity of New Haven in 1981 and
was conferred an honorary
doctorate in 2005. He lives in
Florida with his wife, Barbara.

Photo courtesy of UNH

Alumnus Dennis Martin contributed toward the new facil-

ity.

website.

Evergreen Cemetery & Crematory
We’re Here When You Need Us!

» Cremation (Choose to be cremated at Evergreen.)
» Columbarium in the Most Beautiful Cremation Garden
» Reserve your Niche in a secure location pre-need.
* Reserve a Niche for family and friends or purchase a Niche
at-need to safely secure your loved one in the Columbarium.
» Burial Lots (infant, single, two-grave, or four-grave)
* Monuments & Markers (black, gray, or pink granite)
» Flower program (single or multiple placement)
* All orders can be placed at the Evergreen office or on the

769 Ella T. Grasso Boulevard, New Haven CT 06519
203.624.5505 or evergreencem.org
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A mom IS

A GIFT.

Surprise her with a custom or ready-to-wear piece.

2nd STREET ¢ Derek Simpson Goldsmith * Gilden’s Jewelers
idiom Boutique ¢ J.Crew ° Lou Lou Boutique * More Amour Boutique

Walker-Loden « Zongozon

The Shops at Yale

Find the perfect Mother’s Day gift in historic Downtown New Haven—from fresh flowers and locally made
treasures to jewelry and unique fashion collections. Plan your visit at TheShopsatYale.com/MothersDay €) <
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Schools highlight

T B

By Robert Forleo

Special to the Voice

West Haven Public Schools
proudly joined the 23rd an-
nual National Healthy Schools
Day, April 8. This nationwide
initiative aimed to highlight
the significance of clean air
and safe environments in
schools, which are essential
for the health and success of
both students and staff.

Throughout the district,
from kindergarten to high
school, all West Haven schools
participated in activities in-
tended to enhance indoor
air quality (IAQ) and foster
healthier learning environ-
ments. Students engaged in
a variety of hands-on and
discussion-based activities tai-
lored to different grade levels.
Younger students explored
indoor air quality through col-
oring activities and matching
games, while older students
conducted science-based ex-
periments like the Particle Pol-
lution Activity to visualize air
quality concerns. Additional-
ly, students took part in practi-
cal tasks, such as wiping down
school supplies like computers
and desks, demonstrating that
even small actions can lead to
significant improvements over
time.

When asked,

“What in-

spired West Haven Public
Schools to participate in Na-
tional Healthy Schools Day
this year?” Mrs. Joanie Amato-
Jones, a math teacher at the
high school and a member of
the School Indoor Air Quality
Working Group, responded,
“We recognize that student
health and academic success
go hand in hand. With grow-
ing awareness of the impact of

poor indoor air quality on both
students and staff, we saw Na-
tional Healthy Schools Day
as an opportunity to educate,
engage, and take action. As
part of broader state initiatives
and the work of the Coalition
for Healthy Schools, our dis-
trict is committed to creating
safe learning environments.
This year’s participation is a
reflection of that commitment

Photos courtesy of First Church

Steeple rededicated

and a step toward long-term
improvements in school air
quality. By involving students
and staff in these discussions
and activities, we also hope
to inspire a lasting culture of
awareness and advocacy for
healthier schools.”

The celebration of National
Healthy Schools Day marks
another step in West Haven’s
ongoing dedication to creat-
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Photos by Robert Forlano
Schools throughout the system participated in the 23rd annual National Healthy Schools Day, April 8. Various activities were
included, giving the children hands-on lessons, and young adults science-oriented presentations and experiments.

ing safe, sustainable spaces for
students to grow and learn.
National Healthy Schools
Day is coordinated by the
Healthy Schools Network,
in partnership with various
agencies and organizations, to
promote the use of EPA’s In-
door Air Quality (IAQ) Tools
for Schools guidance, along
with other environmental
health guidelines for schools.

[

The First Church of Christ, otherwise known as First Congregational Church, recently re-
dedicated and blessed its iconic steeple, which underwent a nine-month restoration. The new
steeple has inset lighting to keep the building in view during the night as well as a fresh paint
job and polishing of the weathervane. Right — The Rev. Carl Howard, pastor, is shown offer-
ing the Prayer of Rededication following the regular service. Afterward parishioners and city
officials gathered in the Fellowship Hall. Shown are: Steve Hildrich (Church Historian), Ruth |
Costa (Chairman of Deacons), Christopher Vargo, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Council- : ¥ ]
woman Anne Heffernan, Rep. Bill Heffernan, Mayor Dorinda Borer, John Lewis (City Clerk) : : - ' :
and Councilman Gary Donovan. ' '
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Photos by Todd Dandelske

Mr. Westie 2025

West Haven High School crowned its winner in the annual
Mr. Westie competition. Several competiters vied for the title,
with Ismael Alvarez-Xocoyotl named the 2025 winner.Above
right -- Mr. Westie 2004, Levi Jordan crowns Alvarez-Xocoyotl.
Right -- Ismael Alvarez-Xocoytl performs in the competition.
Above -- Kittikhom “Bank” Tighe does a routine during event.

\ ENERGY

WE'RE HERE TO HELP YOU
SAVE $ ON YOUR ENERGY

Contact us for a custom quote on your
electric and/ or natural gas.

We'll also let you know if you qualify
for a FREE energy audit.

« Contact:

MICHAEL HORTON
Ph: 203-464-3163

Fax: 860-4356-3459
mhorton@titanenergyne.com

2275 Silas Deane Hwy., Rocky Hill, CT 06047 | titanenergyne.com
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CT DCP Registration HCA-000807

Home care by Aides and Companions can be a low cost alternativeto more
expensive assisted living programs. We work to ensure our clients stay safe and
healthy at home. We can help to identify needs before they become difficultand
expensive to resolve.

Unlike most home care agencies, Aides and Companions Personal Care Aides receive
monthly “in-service” training to help keep their skills honed. Most are graduates of
state-certified training programs as well.

OUR SERVICES
Live-In Care Showering - Dressing Assistance

Daily/Weekly Visits Doctor's Visits
Overnight Care Respite Care
Activities of Daily Living Long Term - Short Term Service

CT Agency on Aging Provider

65 Elm St, West Haven info@Aidesandcompanions.com

(203) 777-1234 Aidesandcompanions.com
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Bond g

By Michael P. Walsh

Special to the Voice

The State Bond Commission
on Friday awarded the city a
$152,900 grant for improve-
ments to the April Street boat
launch, Mayor Dorinda Borer
announced.

The grant, through the Con-
necticut Port Authority’s Small
Harbor Improvement Projects
Program, will fund the plan-
ning, design and permitting of
renovations to West Haven’s
public boat launch, including
making it more accessible to
boaters.

The existing boat launch
on April Street is more than
a mile from the federal chan-
nel, and users are limited to
narrow periods of high tide to
ensure sufficient water depth
for launching, according to
RACE Coastal Engineering of
Stratford, which specializes
in coastal, structural and geo-
technical engineering.

In addition, the existing
launch has a single one-sided
dock that limits the number
of boats docking at any given
time, RACE said.

“As a shoreline community,
we need the marine resources
necessary for all of our water-
based recreation,” Parks and
Recreation Director Mark E.
Paine Jr. said. “These funds
give us the ability to properly

vet our facility and design a
safer, user-friendly launch
that overcomes the issues we
currently experience. It's a
huge quality-of-life issue for
our local boaters.”

Borer said the state-funded
plan and design will hope-
fully indicate how the city can
upgrade the launch with ad-
ditional, safer docks to make
the area usable in most stages
of the tide.

Assistant grant writer Van-
essa Hruszko, who prepared
the SHIPP grant for the city,
said the improvements would
support the state’s maritime
policies by increasing the in-
terest of boaters to use the
launch.

“The increase in boaters will
help the state’s goal of increas-
ing the use of our waterfront
for recreational purposes,”
Hruszko said. “Many applica-
tions for various grants were
submitted last year, and I'm
grateful to start seeing them
all come to fruition.”

West Haven Harbor Master
Robert Pimer said the boat
launch site also serves as an
emergency staging area for
water rescues and recoveries.

“The boat ramp serves as
the public boat launch for the
city,” said Pimer, who serves
on the city’s Harbor Manage-
ment Commission. “It also

Surviving WWII vets

to be honored by state

In a heartfelt tribute to honor and recognize the courage and
sacrifice of Connecticut’s living World War II veterans, Lt. Gov.
Susan Bysiewicz, in collaboration with state Veterans Affairs
Commissioner Ron Welch and National Guard Maj. Gen. Fran-
cis Evon, has announced a commemorative ceremony.

The event is set for 11 a.m. May 19 at the Governor William A.
O’Neill State Armory at 360 Broad St. in Hartford.

The ceremony will mark the 80th anniversary of the conclu-
sion of World War II, a pivotal moment in history that ended in
September 1945.

Bysiewicz said the event will recognize and thank members of
the Greatest Generation, whose dedication and bravery shaped
the freedom and democracy enjoyed today.

“The state invites everyone to join in this historic tribute and
express gratitude to those who served during one of the most
defining periods in modern history,” Bysiewicz said.

Connecticut cities and towns are invited to participate in the
tribute.

To ensure that all veterans are properly honored, West Haven
Mayor Dorinda Borer has been asked by the lieutenant gover-
nor’s office to compile a list of the city’s living World War II
veterans, including each veteran’s name, branch of service and
age, by May 5.

To help Borer compile the list, families, friends and commu-
nity members can email Amani Jaramoga, the mayor’s executive
assistant, at ajaramoga@westhaven-ct.gov. They can also call Ja-
ramoga at (203) 937-3510.

For inquiries or details about the event, contact the lieutenant
governor’s office at ltgovernor.bysiewicz@ct.gov or (860) 299-
5965.

Lowry: Operation needed

Continued from page 6
ing to deal with the problem (they barely exist), and so it falls
to us.

Thomas Jefferson wasn’t available to be added to the Signal
chain about the anti-Houthi operation. Still, there is no doubt
that he would have approved.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2025 by King Features Synd., Inc.

launches emergency vehicles
for the police and fire depart-
ments and allows a safe haven
to tow disabled boats.

“Thanks to this grant, the
ramp will receive the atten-
tion it needs to bring it back
to a safe and functioning boat
launch.”

Borer said she used idle
American Rescue Plan Act
funds last year to upgrade the
boat launch with new paving,
lighting and fencing to make
the area more user-friendly
and cleaner.

“An upgrade to the boat
launch will complement that
effort tenfold,” the mayor said.
“I want to thank Harbor Man-
agement Commission Chair-
man Eugene L. Pacapelli for
his leadership and support for
the revitalization of our boat
launch.”

Photo by Michael P. Walsh
From left, Mayor Dorinda
Borer, Parks and Recreation
Director Mark E. Paine, Jr.
and assistant grant writer
Vanessa Hruszko on the
dock of the April Street boat
launch Monday.

rant funds Boat Launch rehab
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WHEAT is now open Mondays too.
Our pantry is open:
Monday - 5:00-7:00 pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday - 2:00-4:30 pm.

All CT residents are welcome, no appointment needed.
Photo IDs and proof of address are not required. Visitors
can come once a month to receive food and should bring
their own grocery bags if possible.

WHEAT is looking for dedicated and compassionate
volunteers to work in our pantry!
If interested email: volunteer@wheatpantry.org

WHEAT

674 Washington Ave., West Haven

info@wheatpantry.org /




Page 12 - Thursday, April 17, 2025

WEST HAVEN VOICE

Historlan’s corner

When the Flying Horses
Came to West Haven
Part I1

West Haven’s George Cam-
eron was already a wealthy
businessman by the time he
met the Murphy brothers
when they took rooms at Cam-
eron’s Seaview Hotel in 1906.
As mentioned in last week’s
installment, the Murphys had
big dreams for Savin Rock
and Cameron embraced those
ideas with open arms and an
even bigger checkbook.

If all went as planned, they
stood to make a fortune in an
era when amusement parks
drew millions of visitors an-
nually.

Then, too, the Murphy
brothers seemed to be the real
thing. They had impeccable
credentials as carousel build-
ers, having worked for the
famous Coney Island carou-
sel maker Charles Looff since
they were teenagers. They
also operated at least three
other carousels by the time
they arrived in West Haven.
If Cameron needed any more

persuading, the Murphys had
a carousel already to go for
their Savin Rock Hippodrome
— a combination nickelodeon,
heated saltwater swimming
pool, carousel, and carousel
manufacturing facility all un-
der one roof.

Installed around 1906, the
merry-go-round was a Looff
carousel with beautiful sta-
tionary figures, called stand-
ers. According to carousel
historian Barbara Williams,
the carousel (the building is
shown above) was similar to
what the Murphy brothers
built in Providence in 1896.

But the Murphys now of-
fered a game changer at Savin
Rock carousels -- introduced
by Timothy Murphy in 1907.
They were called jumpers --
or horses that went up and
down. After Murphy intro-
duced jumpers to Savin Rock,
it changed everything. Every
other Savin Rock carousel
owner was forced to upgrade
his carousels to jumpers if he
wanted to remain competitive.
And in many respects, it also

West Haven Funeral FHome

In this age of corporate-owned funeral homes,
we are a family owned and operated
establishment, proudly serving our community
since 1965.

We provide a level of dignity, respect, personal
care and attention to detail that is second-to-
none. Inyour time of need, allow us to honor

your loved one — not because this is our
business, but because this is our way of life.

Celia Pinzi & James Stricker

Pre—Arrangements & Pre—Financing Available
662 Savin Avenue, West Haven, CT 06516 - Phone: (203) 934-7921

Email: office@westhavenfuneral.com - www.westhavenfuneral.com

forced Cameron’s major com-
petitor, Fred Wilcox, to even-
tually order the famous PTC
No. 21.

The Murphys first used the
up-and-down mechanism on
a composite merry-go-round
- meaning it contained figures
from a number of famous carv-
ers, from Charles Looff and
Stein & Goldstein to Charles
Carmel. This carousel ran at
Savin Rock until 1911 — when
the brothers sold it to Lake
Compounce, where it remains
today as a registered National
Historic Landmark. Its cre-
ation set a pattern for the Mur-
phys that seemed a fool-proof
way to make money. Why?

First — many of the carvers
were personal friends and as-
sociates of the Murphys. Just
asimportant -- they had a great
eye as scavengers or what The
History Channel today might
call “American Pickers.” In
fact, the Murphys made a
business out of buying up car-
ousels that had fallen victim to
financial woes or their age-old
nemesis — fire. There were so

many amusement park fires,
in fact, that Coney Island ac-
tually mounted an immense-
ly popular stunt spectacular
in 1904 called “Fighting the
Flames,” which ended up be-
ing one of history’s first movie
shorts.

That little movie, in fact, was
likely showing in Murphy’s
Nickelet when Timothy and
Bart opened up the spectacu-
lar Murphy’s Hippodrome
in 1907 on Beach Street right
across from the Sea View Ho-
tel on land that George Cam-
eron owned.

Underwritten by Cameron,
the Hippodrome featured
a beautiful 3-row carousel,
shown here with all jumpers.
Some people think that is Tim-
othy Murphy at the far right
and Bart Murphy is in suit and
tie.

What is certain is that Savin
Rock had not seen the likes of
the Hippodrome before. In ad-
dition to the Nicolet, two car-
ousels and a restaurant, there
was even an outdoor, heated,
saltwater swimming pool

Dan Shine is a columnist for
the West Haven Voice, and
local history buff

extending over Long Island
Sound. As my Irish grand-
mother might have said, only
an Irishman could get away
with that one.
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The Collonade as it appeared in two iterations, circa 1910s, a full view postcard, and a photo
with the words, “Mardi Gras, Savin Rock, 1911.”

Voice still looking for local writers

The Voice is still looking for resident corre-
spondents, who want to help convey items of
interest to their fellow West Haveners. The re-
sponse has been promising, and the newspa-
per’s editorial staff is trying to keep the interest
going.

A few weeks ago, the Voice announced a
new initiative to bring back something that was
once a staple of this city’s newspaper heritage:
resident correspondents. For many decades,
citizen reporters would let the newspaper
know what was going on in their neighbor-
hoods or sections of the city. It was a successful
way to get the word out.

“With the coming of Internet and electronic
communications, much of that work is done on
social media, but it doesn’t have to be an either/
or situation. It can be a both/and,” said Voice
Editor Bill Riccio.

The paper has had some initial interest, and
some writers are working on some stories for
future publication. Others have answered or
inquired about writing, said Riccio, but have
not followed through after the initial inquiry.

“One of the good things about the new initia-
tive is a success already,” said Riccio. “The ‘Be-
hind the Stacks’ column has given the library
system an outlet that we once had on a regular
basis, but through time just faded away. The
new feature will keep the library and its events
on the front burner and remind its many users
what is going on.”

Once implemented fully, the paper hopes to
have neighborhood correspondents that will
let the public know what is going on in the var-
ious sections of the city.

This type of writing helps at certain times of
the year, like tax time, when a tax expert re-
minds people of the updated tax laws. This can
be extended to other professions, such as the
legal profession.

“What we are envisioning is a rotation of
business and professionals as well, who can let
the readership know what is going on in their
professional spheres that affects the general
public,.he said.”

It is hoped that over the next several weeks,
the number inquiries will increase.
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Westies: Boys tennis splits first matches

Continued from page 16

Davey led West Haven with
three hits, one run scored, and
one run batted in, and Glover
had two hits and drove in a
run.

West Haven got on the
board in the second when
Davey doubled and scored on
a single by Glover. Trailing 9-1
in the third, Davey singled to
score Ryan, who had walked,
and Gallo singled in the fourth
to score Petruzziello, who had
opened with a single.

West Haven improved to 3-1
with a 2-0 victory over Sacred
Heart Academy. Gallo pitched
a gem, tossing a complete-
game one-hitter, walking two
and striking out eight.

Wynus led the West Haven
offense with two of the team’s
four hits.

The Westies jumped on the
board in the first inning as
Ryan walked with one out,
moved to second on a single

Shore Haven JBL

offers scholarships

Shore Haven Jr. Baseball
is  accepting  scholarship
applicants from June 2025
high school seniors pursuing
further education. The
league will be awarding three
scholarships in the amount of
$300.00 each in honor of Dave
Terese, Sr., Mario J. Argentino
plus the Joseph Morrell Sr.
scholarship.

All applicants must have
participated in the league
for two years.Applications
as well as a school transcript
must be returned by May 31,
2025 to Charles Gunning, 125
Central Avenue, West Haven,
06516. More information can
be obtained from area high
school guidance offices or by
calling (203) 934-9740.

GOP 9th confab

The Nine District Town
Committee delegation has
scheduled a meeting for the
first Thursday of each month
to search for new Republican
Party members, and those who
might want to get involved in
the district, and town com-
mittee work.The meetings are
scheduled for the Republican
Town Committee Headquar-
ters, 315 Morgan Lane and
will be chaired by Anthony
Vartuli. The next meeting is
May 1. Those interested may
attend or get more informa-
tion by calling DTC Chairman
David Riccio at (475) 254-2361.

Support group

“Our Journey of Sight,”
a low vision/blind support
group meets monthly at the
West Haven Public Library
300 EIm St, from 10 to noon on
the third Friday of the month.
This is not a regulatory group,
but a group that provides a
monthly speaker, and support
each other during members’
journey of visual loss.

by Wynus, third on a single by
Davey, and scored on Glover’s
ground out.

West Haven took a 2-0 lead
in the fourth when Petruzziel-
lo led off with a walk, moved
to third on a pair of wild pitch-
es, and scored on another wild
pitch.

The boys lacrosse team
opened the season in style, de-
feating Meriden, 15-3, at Ken
Strong Stadium.

The Westies jumped out to a
quick 5-0 lead after one quar-
ter, then increased the margin
to 9-0 at the half. West Haven
led 12-2 after three quarters of
play.

Thomas Porto led the West
Haven offense with five goals
and two assists. A.]. Iannotti
added three goals and two as-
sists, Anthony DiMeglio and
Cole Hill each had two goals
and an assist, while Tyler Mc-
Colgan scored twice.

Brandon Doody scored

Senior Center off

once, and Sebastian Oceguera
added an assist. Hill led West
Haven with 18 faceoff wins.

West Haven held a 36-9 shot
advantage in the win. Fresh-
man Xavier Nogue made three
saves to pick up the victory for
the Westies.

The girls lacrosse team
opened the season with a 19-3
loss against Branford. Delaney
Johnston led the offense with
two goals, while Chloe Whel-
an scored once.

West Haven fell to 0-2 with
a 10-5 loss at Mercy. Whelan
and Johnston led the way
again as Whelan scored three
times and Johnston scored
twice.

After a 7-0 defeat against
Xavier, the West Haven boys
tennis team picked up its first
victory of the season with a 4-3
victory at Shelton, sweeping
the four singles matches. West
Haven improved to 1-1.

In singles action, Brandon

ers 2 events

Lake George trip
Join Donna’s Destination’s kickoff to summer on to Lake

Sihaphong topped Nikhil
Dager, 7-5, 6-2 in the top slot,
Ali Hamza defeated Joey Elias,
6-2, 6-1 in the second seed,
Daniel Davis posted a 4-6, 6-3,
6-2 victory over Prem Shah,
and Dhruva Garani completed
the sweep with a 6-3, 6-1 win
in the fourth slot.

In doubles play, Sufyan
Sayed and Ahmed Osman
dropped a 6-4, 6-1 decision in
the top slot, Mustafa Osman
and Isiah Carrero fell 6-2, 6-1
in the second spot, and the
third-seeded team of Russel

Cris Basaen and Raihan Mir-
wais also fell short.

Photos by Todd Dandelske

Opening Day
action

Both boys and girls teams
opened the 2025 spring sea-
son last week. In softball,
Natalie Gallo deals from
the circle versus Stratford,
a win for the Lady Devils.
Left -- Chloe Whelan gathers
the ball and tries to evade a
Branford defender in a 19-3
opening day loss to the Lady
Hornets.

WestieBlue.com

George, NY for a River Cruise on the Lac du Saint Sacrament on
Tuesday, June 24.! Cost is $170 which includes roundtrip trans-
portation, driver gratuity, narrated luncheon steamboat cruise,
and free time to shop in downtown Lake George.

Payment is due Friday, May 16. The bus arrives at Vertical
Church Parking Lot, 225 Meloy Road at 6:30 a.m. and will de-
part the at 7. The bus departs from New York at 4 p.m.

Non-WHSC Members and Non-West Haven Residents are
welcome.

Itineraries are available at 201 Noble Street Upper FI. To make
your reservation, call (203)-937-3507.

UConn Listening Session

Are you ready for the next natural disaster? A team from the
University of Connecticut invites older adults and their caregiv-
ers, friends, and family to share concerns and challenges with
extreme weather events at a listening session.

UConn would like to learn how prepared you feel to weather
a major storm, how have you been impacted by loss of power
during a storm, do you help others during storm events, and do
you get the information you need during storms.

Each participant will receive a free flashlight! UCONN's Lis-
tening Session is on Tuesday, April 29 at 12:30-1:30 p.m. at the
West Haven Senior Center and must RSVP by calling the Senior
Center at (203)-937-3507 by April 24.

For all your West Haven sports, visit
www.westieblue.com

Compiala covarage gf all sports taams from Youth Sports to Alummi

Photos WVideos Player of the Week —WH Championship teams

Future Westies Alumni  Hall of Fame WH News and Notes

Team Leadesrs  Stabistics  Coaches Informaton Coaches Comer
And more

Yaur Everything WEST HAVEN Sports site
Contact Mike Madera
Phone: (203) 530-1322

Email: MikeWesteBlue{@aol com
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CALL YOUR AVON LADY _ West Haven Elk's Lodge
Looking for Avon? Call Phyllis Franco, Hall Rentals
(203) 932-9367. ] 150 person capacity.
And | will drop off a brochure. Over 30 years’ experience. Low Prices.
Friendly Service. Bar and Kitchen
CARE GIVER IN WEST HAVEN facilities available.
. Great for all functions.
Two minutes from bus stop, 2 or 3 days per week. $17/hour. Free Parking.

Call 203-508-3672. 203-671-4322 / 203-933-1537

Buys It! Sell It! Rent It! Find It!
Try West Haven Voice Classifieds 1. A Minecraft

?“‘ ,
Call (2030 934-6397 for more details. 1 o Movie

(PG) Jason Mo-

10¢i
— ,Jack Black
-_-;mov!e-sq 2 A Working
Man

(R) Jason Statham, Jason Flemyng

3. The Chosen: Episode #5.3

(NR) Juri Henley-Cohn, Anna Khaja
Here’s what to watch and where to watch it for | 4. Snow White

the week of April 21, 2025. (PG) Rachel Zegler, Emilia Faucher

ON NOW: “Sonic the Hedgehog 3” (PG) -- 5. The Woman in the Yard

MGM+ (PG-13) Danielle Deadwyler, Okwui Okpok-
21-April: “Secrets of the Penguins” (Docuse- wasili

ries) -- Hulu 6. Death of a Unicorn

22-April: “Andor” (Season 2) -- Disney+ (R) Jenna Ortega, Paul Rudd

23-April: “The Challenge” (Season 40) -- Para- 7. The Chosen: Episode #5.1

mount+ (NR) Shahar Isaac, Ali Alsaleh

24-April: “You” (Season 5) -- Netflix 8. Hell of a Summer

24-April: “A%otoile” (Season 1) -- Prime Video | (R) Fred Hechinger, Finn Wolfhard
25-April: “Havoc” (R) -- Netflix 9. The Friend

25-April: “Babygirl” (R) -- Max (R) Bill Murray, Naomi Watts

25-April: “PokA©mon Horizons: The Search 10. Captain America: Brave New World
for Laqua” (Season 2, Part 2) -- Netflix (PG-13) Anthony Mackie, Harrison Ford
25-April: “WondLa” (Season 2) -- AppleTV+ (c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

Dss halm

The = Attracting v S
Ca arden pollinators **-v;‘;- 9‘%&“‘15{ 3 Y]L’l

I-*H Hummingbirds, buncerilies,

bees and other pollinators are

dusted loosely with pollen grains cach A
titne they feed on a flower’s nectar or _.-I..mf
gather pollen from it “The grains are then et
transforred o cach lowor I |,t|.|||1 il ‘_-1'--__
pullul,u:rn sigdt as they continue to Teed, f
and these pl.uu--. become fertilized, The more , {
pollinators are attracted (o your garden and protecued "‘- v‘
rom hazardous conditions while there, the more I||l v willl

visit, and lulp vourr plants to .\, ....I..\. Proriln Wisrwr _o"m - "

[ e e Y e . - . T s o _-I 27 M \L

E)rc:alcFas.t ]__LII'IC.]'I Dlnncr ,
Try Our Omelettes - Starting at $5.00!

Our Menu Includes: LﬂMAI

Salads, Grinders, REEE CAN or SODA
Wraps, Burgers WITH PURCEESE OF £ SUE OR
Pasta. Greek Iltems CLUE SEHDWICE

Dizelea e O 142 Campbell Ave
(203) 934-4407
Open at 7 am

April 17, 2025

Kinag C d IN, ON Answers
- g TOSSWOXA___  |maGIC MAZE @ OR AT Weekly SUDOKU (0 this week's
ACROSS 42 "Rats!" 9 Resident of CBYWTRPMKII FDBYW

Barn birds 45 Actress Monrovia 714 2 8 9 puzzles
5 Snooze Phylicia 10 War god USQOMKI FDBZXWUE
8 Humdrum 49 China setting 11 Wife of Zeus SOOENYLJHFYTDCG 3(2]9][1 7|6 S
12 Nerd's kin 50 "The Greatest" 19 French article 5 819 3[N
13 Somewhat 52 Empty truck's 21 "Adorbs!" AYEWVVAESTASTS SR 203 DI
(Suff.) weight 24 Sit-up targets Vi
14 Green land 53 Male deer 25 Haw preceder KKQCP(ONMONDAY)A A 83 9({115/4 NE
12 !l-:\l/lndu roy?nl 54 MeadO\A{ 26 Resident of NRELNKLENITPCTL 9 5 1 6 e
y word! 55 Inventor's Oran
17 Taxi alternative inspiration 28 D.C. baseballer HFOEEACNMIAEETFT 8 O|6 1 N N9
18 Allow 56 Sharpen 29 Resident of v 1
20 Peace 57 Family Vienna BZYWWWRVITHHUTA 6 7 1 2 M v
Nobelist Lech 58 "Brian's Song" 30 Summer sign LLIWTAUFSTTTCE RR 8 gl
22 Poetic con- star 31 Mentalist's gift ] ]
traction 36 Household QPNMLANININNNSH that sach row across, each column down and oach 2
23 Armed conflict DOWN 37 Yale grad small 9-box sciuare contains all of the a[n
24 Melville cap- 1 Shrek, for one 38 Spiritualist FKCOTSNIEITIOILIOTD numbers from one to fine. 3
tain 2 Gradually with- 41 Egyptian sun e e e diasealy 8
27 Shortly draw god Unlisted clue hint: THE SAILOR SPENT YEARS — — . .
32 — canto 3 Sultry Horne 42 Sprint At first In & wesk n stock On Monday Py ) SuUlWw Gg :awWl] Uolinjosg
. h . oderate @ @ Challenging
33 Nonpro sports 4 Winter vehicle 43 Regarding At large In France In the car On that day & ¢ ¢ HOO BOY! SIOMSU
org. 5 Eesident of 32 CMhat L ﬁmglrk :: :3'\;?’ g nthci past On time o . 4
34 DDE|S 0 0_ a OS n a — | e 2025 King Features nd., Inc.
DOE pp . Engyme i Lamfg" 2025 King Fouturs Syna,ne. Al gt rsorc — DIOMSSOI) ﬁu-[x _
35 Parts _ 7 "That was 47 Bailiwick ' - Q?ﬁo
38 L-Q bridge close!" 48 Campus big- Cullen Skink? \
39 Moray, for one 8 Biondi in "lt's a wig ® ° 8. CHEMISTRY: A diamond is composed of S N
40 Attempt Wonderful Life" 51 Island garland which single element? ol ol D
T 1z 1z 12 g 1o Tio 111 Terla 9. GEOGRAPHY: What country is home to 3 iln %
the Baffin, Victoria and Ellesmere islands? 7
12 14 10. ANATOMY: What is another name for 14 97 v
5 S by Flﬁ the condition called “piloerection”? 1 9 dl L
= ROdIlgUEZ Wy Al v|a
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cials banned from American television? ‘uoqie) ‘g clzlel8|L|v¥|2]S1|19
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Season
underway

The spring sports schedule
was in full swing last week,
despite cold and rain. Top
left -- Delaney Johnston takes
a crosscheck to protect the
ball versus the Branford Hor-
nets. Tyler McColgan sprints
around a Sheehan Titans de-
fender.

Voice eyes re-up
of youth sports

As part of its initiative to
generate more information
coming from the public, the
Voice is seeking writer/cor-
respondents for the various
spring and summer youth
programs offered in various
sports.

Currently, only the West
Haven Youth Soccer League
sends regular, weekly infor-
mation to the newspaper dur-
ing its spring and fall seasons.
Other sports have slowly fad-
ed over the years.

“It used to be we had to
make room for youth sports
throughout the seasons, but
leagues have not kept up with
the demand,” said Editor Bill
Riccio. “We have had com-
plaints about the lack of youth
sports coverage and have to
tell the parents and coaches
that it is up to the league to
have a publicist for that task.”

Those seeking more infor-
mation should contact the pa-
per at (203) 934-6397.

The Voice office
will be closed
Thursday
and Friday
In observance
of Easter.
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CITY OF

WEST HAVEN

CONNECTICUT

| earn more about

Senior Tax Freeze

April 22, 2025 10:30 A M.
Harriet North Room

City Hall - 2" Floor

LE L R R N B RN R EREEREENEENEESEENREEREENESENERENERERESRESES:SE}NRSEH:NH..]

Predetermine your eligibility

on our website

cityofwesthaven.com

or we can assist you with that!

No RSVP Required!
Coffee will be served for our guests

Assessor and Senior Center Members

will be present to answer any questions
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Westies open regular seasons

With the weather finally cooperating, the West Haven base-
ball team finally got on the field to open the regular season. Be- -
hind the two-hit pitching of Connor Hume, and two hits apiece
from Evan Jones and Justin Wilson, West Haven rolled to an
11-1 victory at East Haven in the season opener for the Westies.

Hume tossed a complete game, allowing one earned run,
striking out eight and walking two. Jones and Jose Padilla also
scored twice and drove in a pair, while Colin Murray had one
hit, scored a run, and drove in two.

Trailing 1-0, West Haven took control of the game with six
runs in the second inning. With one out, Wilson was hit by a
pitch, Josh Osbourne and Jeremiah Douglas walked to load the
bases, before Jones singled to center to score a pair.

After Murray walked, Douglas scored on a passed ball, and
Padilla reached on an error to score two more runs. Brady Price
lifted a sacrifice fly to center to score Padilla with the sixth run
of the inning.

West Haven increased its lead to 8-1 in the sixth when Murray
reached on an error to score Jones, who had doubled. Murray
singled to score Jacob Fowler in the seventh, and Zach Boutellier
and Aydan Vizcaya each scored on a wild pitch.

After opening the season with an offensive outburst, West Ha-
ven saw the bats get silenced one day later. Managing just five
hits, the Westies fell 3-1 at Branford to drop to 1-1 on the season.

Padilla took the loss for the Westies, pitching four solid in-
nings. The West Haven junior allowed three runs, one earned,
on two hits, while striking out four and walking four.

Senior Lucas Forgette pitched two scoreless innings in relief.
Wilson led the West Haven offense with three hits and a run
scored.

Trailing 2-0, West Haven cut the deficit in half in the third.
Wilson led off with a single, stole second, moved to third on a
two-out single by Jones, and scored on a wild pitch.

The Westies had a golden opportunity to tie the game in the
fifth as Wilson and Cam Lipford singled, and Jones walked to
load the bases with two outs, but the rally ended there.

West Haven stranded a runner at third in the sixth inning, and
had another runner thrown out at second in the seventh.

The softball team opened the season in impressive fashion
with a 16-7 victory over Stratford at Biondi Field in West Haven.

Natalie Gallo led the way in the pitching circle as she tossed
a complete game, allowing six hits and five earned runs, while
striking out 16 and walking three.

Abigail Wynus led the way with three hits, four runs scored,
and two runs batted in, including a homerun. Gallo, Sarah Dav-
ey, Isabella Petruzziello, and Maddy Kaczmerek each had a pair
of hits.

Davey and Aniah Glover each scored three times, while Gallo,
and London Ryan each scored twice. Kaczmerek led the way
with four runs batted in.

Trailing 1-0, West Haven scored twice in the first and five
times in each of the second and third innings for a 12-2 lead.

With two outs in the first, Wynus walked and scored on a
triple by Davey, who then scored when Glover reached on an
error.

The Westies had another two-out rally in the second as Ryan
singled, and Gallo and Ryan each scored on an error. Wynus
homered to center, and Pettruzziello singled to score Davey for
a 6-1 lead. Kaczmerek’s double to left scored Glover for a 7-1
advantage.

Wynus doubled to score Gallo in the third, Ryan scored on
a sacrifice fly by Davey, Wynus scored on an error, and Kacz-
merek doubled to center to score Petruzziello and Glover for a
12-2 lead.

After an opening day victory, the script was flipped for the
Westies. A late-arriving Guilford team set the tone early with
three runs in the first inning and rolled to a 21-3 victory over
West Haven in a game shortened to five innings due to the mer-
cy rule.

Guilford had 16 hits and also took advantage of five West
Haven errors. The Grizzlies scored 12 unearned runs, and held
leads of 3-0, 4-1, 9-2, and 16-3 as the Westies could never get
close.

The high school spring sea-
son got underway after some
cold, rainy conditions. Above
-- Toomy Vets blocks the
progress of a Sheehan play-
er. Left -- Sophie Mazuroski
returns a backhand against
North Haven. Below -- Sarah
Davey stretches at first base
to get the out against Guil-
ford. See page 13 and 15 for
more pictures and highlights.

See Westies, page 13



