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Addams Family
hits the boards

at WHHS

See page 8 

Photos by Todd Dandelske

Annual 
tradition

Students in WHHS art 
classes performed what has 
become a traditional rite of 
spring with the senior class 
painting the monolith that 
now sits before the entrance 
of Frank Fitz gerald Athletic 
Complex. Originally located 
in the courtyard of the old 
high school, the rock was 
moved to its present location. 
Over the last decade or so, the 
tradition began for the outgo-
ing class to make its mark by 
painting the rock. The Class 
of 2025 will grace the site un-
til the current junior class has 
its turn.  Shown here is the 
street side of the rock. Check 
out page 7 for more details.

Pubic hearing
on budget set
for HS tonight

The City Council meets in special session tonight in West Ha-
ven High School’s auditorium for the annual public hearing on 
Mayor Dorinda Borer’s proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2026. 
According to the City Charter this is the one and only opportu-
nity to critique the proposal. Originally scheduled for the Harri-
ett  North Room in City Hall, the venue was switched to WHHS 
just before press time last week.

The $187.5 million spending plan has come under the recent 
revaluation required every fi ve years by state statutes, The re-
valuation saw real property values balloon some 56%, accord-
ing Borer, when she outlined her proposal two weeks ago. In 
an open lett er in last week’s edition she outlined the progress 
accomplished by her administration in the past year, and what 
is hoped to be accomplished in the new fi scal year, beginning 
July 1.

For most city residents, the number they are most concerned 
with is the bott om line. The proposed budget shows an increase 
of about $5 million over the current fi scal year, att ributed to in-
fl ation and other economic pressures. The rise is only 2.6%, ac-
cording to the mayor.

Given the revaluation numbers, Borer said a decrease in the 
mill rate is refl ected in the spending plan

“To mitigate the impact, we lowered the mill rate from 36.57 
to 25.76 and reduced the Allingtown mill rate from 11 to 8,” she 
announced. The Fire Dept. of West Haven—Allingtown is un-
der the operation of the city since the fi re district was dissolved 
more than decade ago. 

The other two departments, First Taxation District (Center) 
and the West Shore Fire Department remain independent, and 
will announce their proposed budgets to be fi nalized in May 
over the next several weeks.

A homeowner can expect a tax of $25.76 per thousand of as-
sessed value as the tax for the coming year, not including fi re 
taxes.

The breakdown of this year’s budget sees the Education De-
partment gett ing $93.8 million to operate the school system in 
FY2026. This is a total $1.7 million increase over the current year.

The annual public hearing is the only public act of the City 
Council, which then does a total review of the spending plan 
over the next four weeks. This is done as a committ ee-of-the-
whole under the direction of the chairman of the Finance Com-
mitt ee. 

The session, once called to order is only suspended, not ad-
See Budget, page 11



West Haven Voice Page 2 Thursday, April 3, 2025

Contact
West Haven Voice
 West Haven Voice, LLC
840 Boston Post Road, West Haven, CT 06516

203-934-NEWS (6397)         Web:westhavenvoice.com
Facebook: whvoice        Twitter: @whvoiceads

Editor Bill Riccio  info@westhavenvoice.com
Sales Director Alan Olenick  sales@westhavenvoice.com

Next Issue Date: April 17, 2025

On this Date

Ryan Roy, age 2, a West Haven Child Development Center, 
Inc. student, predicts warm weather and fl owers sprouting.

1996 -- The Unabomber, Ted 
Kaczynski, is arrested.The 
mathematician who was driv-
en by anarchist ideas sent out 
16 lett er bombs between 1978 
and 1995, killing 3 people and 
injuring 23.

1973 -- The fi rst public mo-
bile telephone call is placed on 
a Manhatt an sidewalk. Motor-
ola’s Martin Cooper called Joel 
Engel of Bell Labs. 

1948 -- Harry S. Truman 
signs the Marshall Plan. A 
total of $12.4 billion was al-
located to help rebuild Euro-
pean economies after the end 
of World War II and prevent 
communists from seizing con-
trol.

1940 -- Soviet troops mur-
der about 22,000 Polish na-
tionals. The Katyn massacre is 
considered the worst massacre 
of prisoners of war in history. 
The order to execute all cap-
tive members was signed by 
Joseph Stalin.

1885 -- Gott lieb Daimler 
patents his engine design. 
The German engineer’s so-
called “grandfather clock en-
gine” was lighter than previ-
ous four-stroke engines and is 
considered a milestone for the 
invention of the automobile.

University of New Haven dental hygiene students recently visited the West Haven 
Community House as part of its Project Smile Global program. They donated dental 
hygiene kits distributed to the students in each of the organization’s Head Start Preschool 
Program classrooms as well to the McKinney-Vento Homeless Program, which serves 
more than 40 students.

Thanks to the efforts of Project Smile Global, University of New Haven dental hygiene students 
raise funds throughout the year to purchase and assemble these essential kits, providing 
children and families with the resources they need to maintain good dental health.

UNIVERSITY OF 
NEW HAVEN DENTAL 
HYGIENE STUDENTS 
BRING SMILES TO 
THE COMMUNITY

A Partner in the Community

Photo by Michael P. WalshVietnam War Veterans Day
Mayor Dorinda Borer, back, and mayor’s offi  ce volunteer 

Beth Sabo on March 26 stand with members of West Haven 
Vietnam Veterans under a City Hall banner commemorating 
National Vietnam War Veterans Day. With Borer and Sabo 
are, from left, member Howie Thomas, Vice President Al Beck 
Sr., President Dave Ricci, and members Mark Levine and Paul 
Anderson. Vietnam War Veterans Day recognizes those who 
served in the U.S. armed forces in the Vietnam War. It is ob-
served annually on March 29The observance also marked the 
end of the West Haven veterans group’s 19-month poster se-
ries on the Vietnam War. The series kicked off  at City Hall in 
September 2023 and chronicled nearly every aspect of the war.
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX
 
State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

2001865

Combine and get in 
on the surprise.

Here’s the deal, our Home and Auto rates are already great. But when 
you combine with State Farm®, you can save even more. Call me to 
discover your surprisingly great rates on Home and Auto today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516
Bus: 203-932-0591

Photograph by: Steven R. Mullins

DeVoe installed as Worthy Matron
The Golden Rod, #34 Chapter, Order of Eastern Star, installed Joanne DeVoe as Worthy Ma-

tron and Bruce Bellmore as Worthy Patron at the organization’s annual rites last week at An-
nawon Lodge.From left to right are DeVoe, past Connecticut State Grand Patron William K. 
Barr and Bellmore.

 Moody’s Ratings on March 12 upgraded West Haven’s gen-
eral obligation bond rating from Baa3 to Baa2, while S&P Global 
maintained the city’s long-term credit rating at A- with a “posi-
tive” outlook, Mayor Dorinda Borer announced.

Borer said she’s delighted about the Baa2 rating upgrade and 
maintaining the A- rating.

“The continual upgrades in the national credit ratings are tan-
gible evidence that West Haven continues to move in the right 
direction,” Borer said. “This has been a wider team eff ort, and 
I’m thankful to everyone involved for focusing, buckling down 
and working to change the way we do business. This includes 
our residents who have been patiently understanding and re-
ceptive to changes that were necessary in order to move the 
needle.”

The mayor added, “I’m proud of our city collectively.”
In its analysis upgrading West Haven’s 2025 general obliga-

tion bonds, Moody’s said: “The town’s fi nancial position has 
benefi tt ed from notably improved fi nancial management” ... 
“and a wholesale replacement of people in many of the key po-
litical and administrative positions over the last year. As such, 
governance is a key driver of the rating assignment.”

The report continued, “In addition, the fi scal 2023 audit was 
published on-time, breaking a two year streak of late audits.”

According to S&P’s analysis, the city’s A- rating “refl ects our 
view of West Haven’s adoption and implementation of stronger 
fi nancial management practices, coupled with improvement in 
internal controls.”

The New York agency said the rating also refl ects that “the 
city has been taking positive steps to address these issues and 
completed its fi scal 2024 audit in a timely manner.”

In addition to governance, another aspect of criteria that West 
Haven was rated on was environmental.

“Although rising sea levels and extreme weather events pose 
long-term risks for the city, we believe management contin-
ues to plan and implement resiliency eff orts to help minimize 
them,” the report said.

S&P touted West Haven’s positive outlook, saying: “The posi-
tive outlook refl ects the city’s strong performance resulting in 
increases in available reserves and improved fi nancial manage-
ment practices. 

The outlook also refl ects what we believe is a one-in-three 
chance that we could raise the rating if the city can continue its 
positive performance.”

In its credit opinion regarding management, the agency said, 
“With a new administration as of January 2024, the city has tak-
en several steps to cure the defi ciencies highlighted in the fi scal 
2023 audit and improve its internal control functions.”

Moody’s announces
bond, credit rating
upgrades for city
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Dear Felicia

Cobina

Back-to-back missives to go 
with back-to-back isshews. Jest 
like the old days, honeybunch. 
Cuz of the way the budget was 
presented, we moved the last 
issue back to last week, but 
still wanna keep our original 
schedule as close to what it 
was as possible. Over the years 
whenever we moved things 
around, it created a ripple ef-
fect that pushed things back 
and made for more problems 
later. This year, we are trying 
something a bit diff erent. It 
makes for a lott a work here 
in the offi  ce, but it’s bett er 
than sitt ing around and doing 
things as they come.

Here in the Asylum by the 
Sea, we’re gett in’ the “colder 
by the shore” mantra that the 
weathermen and gals talk 
about. It has been exactly 
that. Whilst other parts of 
the state were enjoying some 
balmy weather for this time o’ 
year, our temps have hovered 
around 50 and the wind jest 
keeps comin’ off  the Sound 
with a fury. There were a cou-
ple days that Cobina thought 
she was gonna have to hold 
onto something else she’d be 
carried away. Spring weather 
don’t come to these parts until 
mid-May if we’re lucky. Sooo, 
keep the thermals and sweat-
ers handy. We’ll need ‘em.

Tennyrate, whilst we’re talk-
ing about the Sound a couple 
things came to mind via Sam-

my Bluejay. We see the City 
Council gave its approval to 
the “Kelsey,” the new wed-
ding venue that is gonna use 
the former Phyllis’, Casino, 
Conference Center as its ven-
ue. The okay came last week, 
fi nally, and there are high 
hopes that – barring another 
lawsuit from a certain neigh-
bor – things will git off  the 
ground this time.

Lawsuits are a concern 
cuz it was court proceedings 
that deep sixed the NEBCO 
project. It was given approv-
als, and then languished for 
two years due to judicial foot 
stomping caused by…well, 
you know. Iyam sure eff en 
there is a problem or supposed 
problem, we will fi nd out soon 
enuff  whether a summons will 
appear. I’m sure the thought 
has crossed the minds of more 
than a few since the approval 
was given.

Continuing on things that 
hafta do with the Sound or its 
environs, I asked Sammy ef-
fen he’d heard anything new 
about the former Debonair 
Motel property. Word was a 
few months back that things 
were starting to percolate 
over there with a new owner, 
but not much has been heard 
since. 

Let’s jest hope that its 
“drawing board” stuff  that is 
being taken care of by those in 
the know, and that a plan for 

the site will be proff ered soon 
enough. That site has lan-
guished like none other , and 
having something put over 
there that will be enhancing 
to the neighborhood would be 
most welcome.

A litt le further down the 
road – two-plus speed humps, 
methinks – is the new restau-
rant where the Chick’s Drive-
in used to be. Work seems to 
be progressing on that, and 
there was some talk about a 
May opening, hoping for Me-
morial Day. We shall see.

As Sammy sez, things are 
moving along down there, but 
one property that probably 
won’t be considered anytime 
soon is the former Captain’s 
Galley site. That is now seven 
feet or so below the roadbed, 
and one wonders eff en that 
makes the entire parcel outt a 
reach, literally and fi gura-
tively. Many of the homes that 
used to be in the area have 
been razed cuz of the fl ooding 
over there, and one wonders 
if the place is up for consid-
eration for anything. Sammy 
ain’t heard anything about 
the site in quite the while, 
and with the new geography, 
probably won’t anytime soon.

~~~
Keeping with the topic of rede-

velopment, development or build-
ings, we see a kerfuffl  e has arisen 
betwixt the city and the owners 
of the property that jest happens 

to be right across from our litt le 
offi  ce on the Post Road. It seems 
the owner and the city were in-
volved in some correspondence 
and the owner went to the local 
daily papyrus. Now, I dunno 
what to make of it all, but Cobina 
seems to think based on what she 
has read that this is a great case of 
the English language being a hin-
drance rather than a help. 

Many times, people read things 
with a certain infl ection or with 
a certain ingrained att itude and 
what might be meant by the 
writer to be perfectly reasonable 
is seen by the reader as a cause 
for consternation. Heck, I’ve seen 
that in litt le things like emails. 
People will send an email for 
something and a reader will take 
off ense cuz he or she has infl ected 
a diff erent word than the writer, 
jest reading it and processing it in 
the head.

What we’ve seen is perty va-
nilla as far was what city offi  cials 
sent to the developer, and even 
though the property has been ap-
proved in the past for some type 
of sports facility, it ain’t outside 
the purview of the Planning and 
Zoning people to wanna have 
a general idea of what’s being 
planned. In fact, it seems eff en 
they didn’t do it one could say the 
P&Z isn’t doing its due diligence.

Cobina called it a kerfuffl  e, 
and thinks when all this is rinsed 
out nary a slight will be seen by 
anyone. We shall see eff en Iyam 
right about this Whilst thinking 
about this, though, I hafta ad-
mit, I started calling it by what 
it was known in the 50s and 60s: 
Topp’s. That was a large discount 
store and stayed that way until 
the 1970s, when discount houses 
went out of fashion. Now they’re 
back, but they are called “dollar 
stores.” 

Like the Bard said, “A rose by 
any other name…”

~~~
The Wag came in and want-

ed to talk about the budget 
hearing that is set for tonight 
at the Harriett  Nawth Room 
of the Actors Colony at 6:30. 
He perused the budget as we 
published it last week, and 
was interested in the commint 
that the tax rate is going down.

He pernted out he thought 
the term “tax cut” on the mill 
rate was a bit misleading as 
the revaluation of the city’s 
properties every fi ve years has 
its eff ects. According to the 
mayor, the property values 
went up by almost half, and 
keeping the mill rate the same 
would have seen an exodus 
the like of which we ain’t ever 
seen. 

Soooo, the cutt ing of the 
mill rate is a given under the 
circumstances. The key, as he 
pernted out, is whether the 
new mill rate costs the average 
taxpayer more than last year, 
or less than last year. ‘Twas it 
ever thus. 

This has been a topic Co-
bina has seen since she can’t 
remember when. Each time 
the revaluation process is got 
through and – most of the time 
– property values increase 
(though she remembers when 
they went down a few times) 
this cutt ing of the tax rate is 
done. The proof of whether it’s 
a real tax cut or not is whether 
it costs people less in the long 
run.

Any bets?
~~~

Nelly Nuthatch was interested 
in the spring fl ing the city’s Re-
publican Town Committ ee is 
planning. A simple get-together 
of the political clan. One wonders 
whether there is still a political 
clan to be gathered. It ain’t no se-
cret that people have dropped off  
the GOP Town Committ ee and 
that there has been factionalism to 
beat the band over there for years; 
though, for the life of me I can’t 
fi gger out what the fi ghting is 
all about. The party ain’t one an 
election in 36 years, coming close 
one, and that was by a candidate 
that half the party hated.

Nelly noted that the ninth dis-
trick is trying to git people inter-
ested, and one can understand 
why. The ninth and tenth seem 
to be where many GOP types 
might be located given the elec-
tions results. Still, the party has 
to get some new faces involved 
and build itself up to something 
other than a coff ee klatch. It also 
has to come together under one 
ledership and have a message.

In other words, it has to build 
itself into a real political party 
and not whatever it has been for 
the last three-plus decades. Hav-
ing a one-party city is not good 
and has not helped this berg move 
forward in any meaningful way. 
One need only look at New Ha-
ven to see the stagnation that 70 
years of one party has done to that 
city. We are halfway there. That’s 
not something to be proud of.

~~~
Iva Lootey came by and 

sez that his traversing of the 
Brown Street neighborhood 
has him convinced the Wash-
ington School is gonna be 
open on time. After looking 
like a job site for more than 18 
months, the site is starting to 
take shape with landscaping 
jest beginning including ac-
cess and other things. 

Cobina still thinks it has a 
look like a typical institution, 
but that’s the way they are 
building these cookie cutt er 
things. All utility and no style. 
Not like the noble building it 
replaced. That was a beauty.

Still, it’s nice to know that 
things in the berg can be 
planned and constructed and 
be one time or near time. 

~~~
With that bit o’ chatt er, I’ll 

close this time till next mitt  luff  
und kizzez,
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                                                                                Behind the stacksBehind the stacks

Welcome to Behind the 
Stacks, your go-to column 
from the West Haven Library! 
We here at the library are al-
ways looking for fun, creative 
ways to provide educational 
and recreational experiences 
for children and adults alike. 
Part of this mission is partner-
ing with some wonderful CT 
organizations to provide our 
patrons with discounted tick-
ets to a multitude of activities 
in the area. With the warmer 
weather upon us (and Spring 
Break rapidly approaching), 
take a trip to the Beardsley 
Zoo or a number of CT State 
Parks! Our zoo pass allows for 
a discounted admission price 
to just $10 per person for up 
to 6 people, while the CT State 
Parks pass covers entrance 
fees to the centers and histori-
cal buildings at Gillett e Castle, 
Fort Trumbull, and Dinosaur 
State Parks for up to 2 adults 
and 4 children. We also have 
passes for discounted admis-
sion at the EverWonder, Dis-
covery, and Stepping Stones 
children’s museums! Both the 
Discovery and EverWonder 
Museums boast exhibits to 
spark imagination and learn-
ing in science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and math 
related fi elds. At Stepping 
Stones, play is essential for 
life-long learners to cultivate 
and shape their own educa-
tional journey. You can also 
receive half-off  admission at 
a beloved local favorite, The 
Shoreline Trolley Museum in 
East Haven–please note this 
museum is not open all year 
round, so it is always best to 

call ahead! Take a trip to Hart-
ford and visit the Wadsworth 
Atheneum Museum of Art; 
our pass allows for two free 
general admission tickets for 
adults (children 17 and under 
are free). While in Hartford, 
swing by the CT Science Cen-
ter to keep the fun and learn-
ing going! The library has 
coupons for a 20% discount 
for up to 4 people. The goal to 
provide our community with 
educational and recreational 
resources is paramount here 
at the West Haven Library! 

Speaking of Spring Break, 
our librarians are hard at 
work preparing lots of activi-
ties to keep your young ones 
occupied! On Monday 4/14, 
kids ages 5-14 can join us for 
a Spring Break Theatre Work-
shop with award winning 
teacher, director, and The-
atre Department Chair: In-
grid Schaeff er. This program 
is generously sponsored by 
CT Humanities. We’ve also 
got crafts galore to keep the 
creativity fl owing over break! 
All April long, our Ora Mason 
branch will have 

Take and Make Decoupage 
craft kits available. Litt le ones 
can also drop-in for a Spring 
Chick craft! Participate in our 
Faerie House Program at the 
Main Library and return your 
completed house to the Gra-
ham Room by 5/16 and att end 
the Wee Faerie Village Party 
at Ward-Heitmann House on 
5/21 and see your house on 
display. Create and color No-
Sew Bunnies or make Mini 
Perler Bead designs during 
in-person crafts at Main. All 

crafts are available while sup-
plies last! All ages are wel-
come to att end a special story 
hour at Ora Mason with Ann 
Shapiro, Executive Director 
from the CT Storytelling Cen-
ter. Ann will showcase the art 
of storytelling and singing to-
gether using folk instruments 
and assistance from some of 
her fi nger puppets!

In an exciting collabora-
tion with the International 
Festival of Arts and Ideas as 
part of their 30th anniversary, 
West Haven Library will also 
host an all-ages community 
discussion of the book, Fahr-

enheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 
on April 15. We will mingle 
and enjoy refreshments, dis-
cuss the book and its themes, 
and hand out complimentary 
copies of the book (while sup-
plies last). Adults can kick off  
Spring Break on April 12th 
with some grown up time, en-
joying a screening of the fi lm 
Love Hurts at the Main Library. 
During the week, adults are  
welcome to att end an Open 
Mic Night in celebration of 
National Poetry, a Mortgage 
Education Seminar, or join one 
of our ongoing Cross Stitch or 
Quilting clubs! Finally, relax 

after a long week of no school 
with our Saturday morning 
Yoga class on April 19th. 

Beginning next week, you 
will be able to reserve our mu-
seum passes yourself through 
our website at westhavenli-
brary.org; you can also view 
our site to see what other 
upcoming events we have 
planned, as well as check age 
restrictions and registration 
requirements for each! As al-
ways, feel free to call the li-
brary directly with any ques-
tions or for more information 
at (203) 937-4233 – Have a hap-
py and healthy Spring Break!  

Summer work applications accepted
Applications for the Summer Youth Employment Program 

will be available from through-May 2 in the main entrance of 
West Haven High School and the main offi  ce of Bailey Middle 
School. Applications are available on the city website for stu-
dents who do not att end West Haven High or Bailey at htt ps://
www.cityofwesthaven.com/DocumentCenter/View/7127/Sum-
mer-Youth-Employment-Program-Application-2025-PDF.

Students must return applications with all required docu-
ments to West Haven High from 7-8 a.m. Mondays, Wednes-
days or Fridays or to Bailey from 8-9 a.m. Tuesdays or Thurs-
days.Online applications must be returned to West Haven High 
from 7-8 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays.

No applications will be accepted after May 2.

Photo courtesy of WHPL

Members of the Thursday Book Club recently celebrated the first anniversary of the group.For more information about this and other programs, call (203) 
937-4233.
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Michelle Wu’s perverse morality
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
The Mayor of Boston wants 

everyone to know that her city 
is all about the fundamentally 
American value of protecting 
lawbreakers.

Michelle Wu, a fi rst-term 
Democrat, is a fi erce defender 
of Boston’s sanctuary city poli-
cies that seek to frustrate fed-
eral immigration enforcement. 

She sees a direct connec-
tion between King George and 
President Donald Trump. The 
British monarch imposed the 
Intolerable Acts of 1774, which 
closed Boston Harbor and re-
stricted self-government in 
Massachusett s; the president 
of the United States sent his 
border czar to arrest criminal 
aliens.

Separated by 250 years, 
these two actions both sup-
posedly raise the question: 
Just how much tyranny can 
the Cradle of Liberty tolerate? 

Wu declared in her State of 
the City address last week: 
“No one tells Boston how 
to take care of our own. Not 
kings, and not presidents who 
think they are kings. Boston 
was born facing down bul-
lies.”

It is a strange reversal of 
values when the government 
agency that wants to remove 
people who have broken laws 
is the “bully,” and the people 
who committ ed the crimes are 
the victims. 

The Boston mayor exempli-
fi es the perverse morality of a 

Left that pushed Joe Biden to 
create a de facto open border, 
and then defended his cata-
clysmic handiwork to the last. 
Now, with Trump delivering 
on his enforcement promises 
and benefi ting in the polls, 
progressives like Wu still can’t 
give up their near-theological 
commitment to illegal immi-
gration. 

For much of the Left, ille-
gal immigration isn’t so much 
about gaining additional vot-
ers in the future  -- although 
that’s a consideration  -- than 
triumphing over the artifi cial 
constraint of a border that 
shouldn’t separate us. 

“We may not always agree 
or see eye to eye,” Wu said of 
her fellow Bostonians in her 
address, “but at the end of the 
day, we are a family. If you 
come for one of us, you will 
get all of us.”

This is a banal sentiment 
that plays on natural feelings; 
no one is against family to-
getherness. But there is a dis-
tinction between a law-abid-
ing, civically engaged member 
of Boston’s community and 
someone from Honduras who 
crossed the southern border 
illegally twice, traveled to 
Boston because it was a cheap 
bus ticket, and got jailed on a 
drunk-driving rap. 

That Wu can’t tell the dif-
ference isn’t a symptom of her 
generosity but of her ideologi-
cally besott ed vision. 

In a sweep intended to high-
light the danger of sanctu-

ary policies, ICE in Boston 
last week arrested 370 illegal 
aliens. More than 200 of the ar-
restees reportedly had signifi -
cant criminal convictions or 
charges, including for homi-
cide, rape and manslaughter. 
Just members of the Boston 
family, right, Mayor Wu?

Boston’s sanctuary law al-
lows the police to cooperate 
with immigration authorities 
regarding off enders charged 
with off enses like sex and 
drug traffi  cking, but otherwise 
is meant to obstruct the depor-
tation of illegal immigrants. 

According to the Center for 
Immigration Studies, during 
the Biden years, sanctuary ju-
risdictions released roughly 
22,000 immigrants from jail 
that ICE was seeking for de-
portation. At the very least, 
this makes ICE’s job more dif-
fi cult; at the worst, it results in 
entirely avoidable tragedies. 

Last year in New York City, 
an illegal immigrant released 
into the country by the Biden 
administration in 2022 bru-
tally raped a woman when the 
city refused to hand him over 
to ICE after a prior arrest. The 
New York Times headlined 
its story, “How a Migrant Ac-
cused of Rape Was Freed and 
Charged with Rape Again.” 
And yet sanctuary supporters 
like Wu dare to assume a pos-
ture of great righteousness. 

There is a sign that some 
Democrats realize their error. 
Asked on “This Week with 

See Lowry, page 11

Cleanliness is a team effort
With the coming of spring, the venerable tradition 

of “spring cleaning” is still practiced in many homes 
in West Haven and elsewhere. This could include in-
door and outdoor tasks to cull out things that may 
have collected, or to repair damage, or blemishes 
that occurred during the past winter. Either way, 
spring cleaning is an annual task to make things a 
bit brighter and newer to go along with the revival of 
life dormant through the cold season.

We are seeing it all around as residents have used 
the (barely perceptible) warming to begin getting their 
grounds in order. Repairs are being made, touchups 
applied where needed and, now that the crocuses 
have appeared, yard work is becoming a weekend 
task again.

While many do take the opportunity to make their 
homes and spaces better, we fi nd that in our little 
corner of the universe, many do not. This is particu-
larly the case for many places where absentee own-
ership is the rule of the day. Over the last couple 
of decades properties have become accumulations 
of investors, rather than owned by those who would 
live in them. 

Many use property management companies that 
do regular maintenance as part of their contrac-
tual obligations, but just as many smaller clusters 
of properties, owned by individuals or consortiums, 
are too concentrated on collecting rents than making 
sure their properties are well maintained.

One example of this, and one we have discussed 
on various occasions, is the allowance of tenants to 
use front lawns as parking areas. One needs only 
to travel along any major downtown thoroughfare to 
understand what we mean. The parking of vehicles 
on front lawns depreciates the area, not only the par-
ticular property. 

Property ownership includes a responsibility to 
maintain one’s grounds as well as one’s building. 
While many take this responsibility seriously, too 
many do not.

Keeping the city clean is a combined effort. While 
the city and its various departments have tasks to ac-
complish, such as rebuilding sidewalks and streets, 
property owners must do their part.

This includes business properties, not only those 
along major thoroughfares, but those in every part 
of the city. 

While it is only anecdotal, it seems in those plac-
es where businesses and industries fail to properly 
maintain their areas, homeowners follow suit.

Prior to the end of last summer, an announcement 
was made by the Borer administration that various 
departments would be included in aiding prod prop-
erty owners into keeping up their areas. We encour-
age the administration to enter this new season with 
renewed vigor in this regard. For most a letter or no-
tice is all it will take, while others might need some-
thing a bit more stringent.

Keeping the city clean, maintaining its neighbor-
hoods and businesses, and engendering an attitude 
of city pride are a joint effort of the private and public 
sectors of the city. 

Expecting the city to do its part while failing to 
make individual private properties at their best will 
not accomplish the goal.

This is a citywide effort, requiring resident property 
owners, absentee owners, businesses, and munici-
pal departments to work together. 

We all want a cleaner, brighter city. It can only 
come about if we work together.
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Evergreen Cemetery & Crematory
We’re Here When You Need Us

• Cremation (Choose to be cremated at Evergreen.)
• Columbarium in the Most Beautiful Cremation Garden

• Reserve your Niche in a secure location pre-need.
• Reserve a Niche for family and friends or purchase a Niche

at-need to safely secure your loved one in the Columbarium.
• Burial Lots (infant, single, two-grave, or four-grave)
• Monuments & Markers (black, gray, or pink granite)
• Flower program (single or multiple placement)
•

website.

769 Ella T. Grasso Boulevard, New Haven CT 06519
203.624.5505 or evergreencem.org 

Open a new business checking 
account with access to free cash 
management services, local 
banking experts, and more.

Pressed for time? One of our 
local branch managers can meet 
you at your place of business to 
help you open your account.

Open Today | 203.285.6490 | newhavenbank.com

out more >

*Limited time offer.  Only new business accounts opened with funds not currently on deposit at New Haven Bank will qualify.  (1) Must enroll 
in business online banking; (2) Maintain stated minimum monthly average balances; (3) Complete minimum number of monthly qualifying 
transactions.  Bonus amount will be credited to the account by the last business day of the statement cycle following the 6 months 
anniversary of account opening. (1) Online Banking Requirements: Enrollment in business online banking must be completed at time of 
account opening. (2) Balance Requirements:  Maintain the average monthly balance required for six monthly statement cycles to earn 
bonus amount.  Average monthly balances of $100,000.00 or more will earn a $500 bonus. Average monthly balances between $50,000.00 
and $99,999.99 will earn a $250 bonus. (3) Qualifying Transactions: Must complete 5 or more qualifying transactions per statement cycle for 
6 months to include: Debit Card Purchases, Payroll Processing, Remote Deposit Capture (desktop or mobile), Incoming ACH or Wire credits, 
Reoccurring Electronic Payments, Other Electronic Payments to include Bill Payments, ACH Origination and Wire Origination.  

FROM OUR LOCAL 
BUSINESS TO YOURS,
the account you need to 
grow and thrive.

Receive a bonus of up to 

when you open a new 
Business Checking Account.*

$500

Photos by Todd Dandelske

The other side
The arts classes at WHHS were busy recently painting the 

rock that stands outside of Ken Strong Stadium. The students 
don’t paint just one side, it’s a two-sided job with one con-
tinuous theme. This year, the senior class is depicted through 
a representation of space and space exploration, probably in-
fl uenced by the recent exploits of Space X. The street side is 
shown on page one. This is the side that faces the stadium and 
some students working to complete the task. The rock will 
represent the class until this time next year.
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Photos by Todd Dandelske

Spooky clan
The Addams Family spoo-

ked the city over the week-
end with the West Haven 
Theater Workshop presented 
its spring production in the 
school’s auditorium to ap-
preciative audiences. Above 
-- The cast and crew of the 
WHHSTW production. Left 
-- The Addams family. Below 
-- Carmella Ruiz (Morticia) 
lectures Devont’e Campbell 
(Gomez) in The Addams 
Family. Below left --- Nina 
Hodgins (Grandma) in the 
performance of The Addams 
Family.
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City of West Haven
355 Main Street West 
Haven, CT 06516
203-937-3637

Properly Dispose of Household Grease

• Never pour grease down sink drains or into toliets or
garbage disposals

• Pour grease and oil into a covered disposable container
and put it in the trash “Cool It - Can It - Trash It”

• Soak up remaining fats, oil and grease with paper
towels and dispose of with your trash

• Before you wash dishes, scrape meats and food with
fat and grease into the trash

• Put baskets or strainers in sink drains to catch food
scraps and other solids, and empty the drain basket
or strainer into the trash

• Only use garbase disposals for fruits, vegetables and
organic waste

PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT
Keep Drains & Sewers Clear

of Fats, Oils and Grease

Grease is one of the leading causes
of sewer overflows.

Never pour grease down the drain!

Most grease is a byproduct of 
cooking and is usually found 
in such things as:
• food scraps
• meat fats
• lard
• cooking oil
• butter & margarine
• baked goods
• sauces
• dairy products

HELP PREVENT
SEWER BACKUPS
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Photo by Tianna Greene

Student leaders
Bailey Middle School eighth graders 

accompany city department heads at City 
Hall for a shadow day as part of Mayor 
Dorinda Borer’s Student Leadership Pro-
gram on March 19. From left: Victoria 
Castellanos-Renderos with Corporation 
Counsel Paul J. Dorsi; Ava Robison and 
Kailyn Kinman with City of West Ha-
ven Fire Department Allingtown Chief 
Michael R. Terenzio; Borer; acting Pub-
lic Works Commissioner Robert Sand-
ella; Kailyn Kinman with West Haven 
Fire Department Chief James P. O’Brien; 
Sophia Amato, who shadowed Sand-
ella; West Shore Fire Department Chief 
Rafael Zayas; Chenrick Dedungpa, who 
shadowed Police Chief Joseph S. Perno, 
not pictured; and Juan Orrego, who shad-
owed marketing content specialist Eliza-
beth Conte, not pictured.

The other participating students were 
Margarita Maria Buren, who shadowed 
the mayor, and Brendan Tucker, who 
shadowed a fi re chief.

Photo by Michael P. Walsh

Quality Inn opens
Mayor Dorinda Borer, left, cuts the ribbon with, from left, 

Quality Inn owners Kiran and Vanita Patel and Pete and Key-
uri Patel to celebrate the hotel’s grand opening at 7 Kimberly 
Ave. on March 26.Joining the ribbon-cutt ing are Simon Mc-
Donald, the director of membership and marketing at the Mil-
ford Regional Chamber of Commerce, and West Haven Eco-
nomic Development Director Steve Fontana. The afternoon 
ceremony was also marked by chamber President and CEO 
Michael Moses and chamber board members Robert Creigh 
and Erin Eberhardt, the owner of West Shore Associates of 
West Haven. The chamber-organized event featured welcom-
ing remarks by Borer, McDonald and the Patels, who said they 
invested $2 million into renovating the former Super 8 motel 
into a new Quality Inn hotel with modern amenities. Among 
the renovations are a new roof, siding and windows, as well 
as new rooms. The two-story hotel is located off  Interstate 
95 and is tucked away on Kimberly Avenue near City Point 
Yacht Club and the Offi  cer Robert Vincent Fumiatt i Memorial 
Bridge, which connects West Haven and New Haven.
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By Att orney Mark Healey
Local Att orney
For most people, thinking 

and talking about estate plan-
ning is unpleasant, to say the 
least. Taking the next step to 
create the plan is something 
many people have procrasti-
nated about for years.  After 
all, who wants to deal with 
such a depressing subject? 

Over the years, we’ve heard 
from many clients who feel 
that they don’t have enough 
assets to justify creating a Will 
or that they have plenty of time 
to fi gure it out later. However, 
life is unpredictable, and not 
having a Will in place can cre-
ate serious problems and con-
fl icts for families. Without one, 
Connecticut laws determine 
how assets are distributed and 
that can lead to unnecessary 
complications and unintend-
ed outcomes. Taking the time 
now can save a lot of stress 
and fi nancial burden later.  
Contacting an experienced, 
trustworthy att orney to begin 
the process can help alleviate 
the awkwardness or uneasy 
feelings you may have on the 
subject.

Although there are many 
reasons why you should have 
a Will, here are fi ve good rea-
sons to consider:

Keeps Family Out of Con-
fl ict – When a loved one passes 
away without a will, the laws 
of the State of Connecticut 
dictate how assets are dis-
tributed. In short, assets are 
distributed along blood lines. 
This means that certain rela-

tives, close friends or even a 
signifi cant other may be left 
out. It can also mean that cer-
tain relatives can be left IN.  
A Will eliminates uncertainty 
by spelling out exactly who is 
to receive the assets and how 
they should be divided. A Will 
can prevent legal disputes and 
strained relationships. 

Protects Young Children – If 
you are responsible for minor 
children or grandchildren, 
a Will allows you to choose 
a guardian for the minor 
should something happen to 
you unexpectedly. Without a 
Will, the court will have the 
fi nal decision, which may not 
align with your wishes. Nam-
ing a guardian in advance en-
sures children are cared for by 
someone they know and trust 
and more importantly, some-
one you know and trust.

Avoids Costly Delays – The 
probate process, which over-
sees the distribution of the 
decedent’s assets, is governed 
by State of Connecticut Law 
which establishes a minimum 
timeline. The minimum time-
line is quite often extended to 
an average or longer timeline 
for many reasons. One reason 
is usually due to the lack of a 
Will. In extreme cases, the lack 
of having a Will can delay the 
probate process for months—
or even years— if legal pro-
ceedings become necessary to 
determine the outcome of dis-
tribution of assets. A properly 
executed Will can streamline 
this process, saving time and 
the expenses associated with 

lengthy court proceedings.
Makes Sure Assets Go to the 

Right People – Family dynam-
ics have changed drastically 
over the last decade. Children 
are becoming the caregivers of 
their parents or helping them 
fi nancially on a much larger 
scale.  “Inheritance equality” 
may not always be the decision 
that works for your family and 
your circumstances. A Will en-
sures that money, property, 
and personal belongings go 
to the intended recipients and 
are divided the way you see 
fi t and not how the state law 
dictates. Whether it’s a home, 
savings, or sentimental heir-
looms, a Will ensures you are 
in charge of the distribution of 
your assets.

Gives Peace of Mind – An-
other decision you make when 
preparing your Will is who 
will have the authority to car-
ry out your decisions? Who do 
YOU trust to make sure your 
wishes are carried out in the 
manner you wanted them to 
be? Your Will is the document 
that conveys this relationship 
to the Probate Court. You are 
naming the person/persons 
you trust to do this very im-
portant task. If you are putt ing 
your trust in the Executor/trix 
you have appointed, the Pro-
bate Court will do the same. It 
may also save the Estate mon-
ey by alleviating the need for 
a bond and the cost that is as-
sociated with it, make it easier 
to gather asset information, 
and allow for a timelier liqui-
dation of assets. Knowing you 
put someone in charge, who 
you trust will get the job done, 
gives you a piece of mind and 
lessens anxiety on the process.

Creating a Will is a crucial 
fi rst step, but it’s just as impor-
tant to keep it updated. Life 
changes—such as marriages, 
divorces, new grandchildren, 
or signifi cant fi nancial shifts—
can aff ect how assets should 
be distributed. I recommend 
reviewing a Will every fi ve 
years to ensure it still refl ects 
current wishes and circum-
stances. Keeping your Will 

up to date ensures that no im-
portant details are overlooked 
and that loved ones remain 
protected.

If you own assets, on your 
own or joint with someone else, 
it is an extremely good idea 
to have a Will prepared. The 
Will represents your voice and 
your decisions. Think of your 
Will as a gift to those you leave 
behind. During a time of loss, 
a Will can bring clarity, direc-
tion, and simplifi cation to an 
already confusing and stress-
ful time. In my line of work, I 
have come across many diff er-
ent opinions on whether or not 
you “need” a Will, or what a 
Will does or doesn’t do. I have 
heard many people off er the 
advice of their neighbor as to 
why they do not see a need to 
have this important document 
in place. Although your neigh-
bor means well, they may not 
have the most up to date infor-
mation and knowledge of the 
law that will help you make 
the right decision for you and 
your family. 

My team and I are here to an-
swer any questions you may have 
in order to help you do just that. 

Call my offi  ce today at (203) 
937-6500 or email info@marka-
healey.com to schedule your ini-
tial consultation. Don’t wait un-
til it’s too late—start planning 
today.

MARK HEALEY, ESQ.

Having a will necessary in estate planning

Continued from page 6
George Stephanopoulos” if there’s anything that he likes about 
Trump’s second term, Senator Bernie Sanders cited the presi-
dent’s work at the border and acknowledged Joe Biden should 
have done more. In other words, Biden’s abdication was too 
much even for the socialist.

It’s Wu, though, who still speaks for much of the party, in a 
voice that is resolutely clueless. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2025 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Lowry: Skewed morality

Continued from page 1
journed to ensure the quorum rules can be applied. A fi nal bud-
get ordinance must be passed by the fi rst Thursday of May. 

Still to be determined once the City Council gives its go-
ahead is the Municipal Accountability Review Board. Under 
the Tier IV designation the city has come under for the past 
several years, the budget, though passed by the City Council, 
must still be approved by MARB. 

In the past the panel has imposed its own revisions of the 
budget, including tax increases.

MARB has mentioned some concerns during the preliminary 
budget-making process, including its concerns about under-
funded fi re pensions in the city’s independent fi re districts.

Mayor Borer is hoping this is the last budget to go under offi  -
cial scrutiny by the panel, which has sat overseeing the city’s fi -
nances since December of 2017. It was thought the panel would 
see its way out of the city in the near future, though some of-
fi cials have said privately they wonder if this year will be the 
year of exit.

Budget: Hearing 
slated for WHHS
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Left -- PTC President Henry B. Auchy (far right) came to West Haven to dedicate the PTC 
No. 21 carousel in 1912. Timothy and Bart Murphy sporting their carousel

Dan Shine is a columnist for 
the West Haven Voice, and lo-
cal history buff

Historian’s corner                  Historian’s corner                  By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

When The Flying Horses
Came To West Haven

Part One
When most people mention 

Savin Rock -- Giuliano’s Savin 
Rock Arcade on Beach Street 
comes to mind.  That’s where 
THE carousel lived, which ev-
eryone simply called the Fly-
ing Horses. 

Its offi  cial name was PTC 
No. 21, short for Philadelphia 
Toboggan Company No. 21, 
and it fi rst arrived at Savin 
Rock in 1912 as part of Fred 
Wilcox’s Long Pier.  

It might come as a sur-
prise to learn that PTC No. 
21 was only one of at least a 
dozen major carousels that 
once called Savin Rock home 
through the years.

Beginning as early as the 
1870’s the fi rst carousel at Sav-
in Rock was a human-powered 
aff air built by George Kelsey, 

owner of the West Haven 
Buckle Company, the New 
Haven & West Haven Horse 
Railroad that connected New 
Haven to Savin Rock, and a 
luxury hotel located on the 
corners of Beach and Grove 
streets called the Seaview. 

That carousel was soon 
replaced with a horse-pow-
ered version that became fa-
mous for two reasons. First, 
the horse had a fondness for 
chewing tobacco and it drew 
big crowds as both riders and 
spectators. 

The second reason was 
more chilling, since the fl ying 
horses played a role in the fa-
mous Jennie Cramer murder 
of 1881. That aff air involved 
the Malley boys of New Ha-
ven (yes, those Malleys, of the 
famed department store), who 
were accused of drugging a 
young lady with arsenic after 

taking her for countless rides 
on the carousel only to then 
panic when she overdosed. 
They threw her body into the 
LI Sound to make it look like 
she drowned.  But that’s a sto-
ry for another day.

In addition to the carousel 
and hotel, Kelsey oversaw the 
construction of the the Long 
Pier, which off ered ferry ser-
vice to Lighthouse Point and 
New Haven, as well as the 
Grove, complete with a large 
fountain and bandstand, 
where John Philip Sousa once 
performed. 

While some viewed the 
Grove as pleasant open space 
amid the bustling resort, oth-
ers saw it as an opportunity 
knocking.

Two of those opportunists 
were young brothers from 
Brooklyn, NY, Timothy and 
Bartholomew Murphy. For 

these young entrepreneurs, 
Savin Rock was the perfect 
incubator for their fl edgling 
carousel manufacturing and 
amusement concession  busi-
nesses. 

If the Murphy boys had 
their way, they planned on 
transforming Savin Rock 
into another Coney Island.  It 
didn’t take long for them to 
fi nd a local supporter. 

His name was George Cam-
eron, who bought the Sea 
View Hotel, where the two 
young Irishmen took rooms in 
season beginning in 1906. The 
Golden Age of Savin Rock was 
about to unfold.

To be continued…
~~~

Guest Historian: Peter J. Ma-
lia: Author of Visible Saints: The 
Colonial History of West Haven, 
available from Barnes & Noble 
and www.connecicutpress.com.

Voice still looking for local writers
The Voice is still looking for resident corre-

spondents, who want to help convey items of 
interest to their fellow West Haveners. The re-
sponse has been promising, and the newspa-
per’s editorial staff  is trying to keep the interest 
going.

A few weeks ago, the Voice announced a 
new initiative to bring back something that was 
once a staple of this city’s newspaper heritage: 
resident correspondents. For many decades, 
citizen reporters would let the newspaper 
know what was going on in their neighbor-
hoods or sections of the city. It was a successful 
way to get the word out.

“With the coming of Internet and electronic 
communications, much of that work is done on 
social media, but it doesn’t have to be an either/
or situation. It can be a both/and,” said Voice 
Editor Bill Riccio.

The paper has had some initial interest, and 
some writers are working on some stories for 
future publication. Others have answered or 
inquired about writing, said Riccio, but have 
not followed through after the initial inquiry.

“One of the good things about the new initia-
tive is a success already,” said Riccio. “The ‘Be-
hind the Stacks’ column has given the library 
system an outlet that we once had on a regular 
basis, but through time just faded away. The 
new feature will keep the library and its events 
on the front burner and remind its many users 
what is going on.”

Once implemented fully, the paper hopes to 
have neighborhood correspondents that will 
let the public know what is going on in the var-
ious sections of the city. 

This type of writing helps at certain times of 
the year, like tax time, when a tax expert re-
minds people of the updated tax laws. This can 
be extended to other professions, such as the 
legal profession.

“What we are envisioning is a rotation of 
business and professionals as well, who can let 
the readership know what is going on in their 
professional spheres that aff ects the general 
public,.he said.”

It is hoped that over the next several weeks, 
the number inquiries will increase.
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Photos by Todd Dandelske

The preseason got underway with spring teams tuning up for their openers. Clockwise from 
left --  Ean Jones throws on to fi rst in the Blue Devils’ scrimmage versus North Haven.  Thomas 
Porto guards the ball as he goes around a Hopkins’ defender. Natalie Gallo pitches in the Blue 
Devils’ scrimmage versus St. Joe’s, while Abby Wynus looks for a hit.  Justin Bruno keeps a 
watchful eye on a Hopkins’ player in their scrimmage.



CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon? Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367.
And I will drop off a brochure. Over 30 years’ experience.
Friendly Service.

Classified
Thursday, April 3, 2025 Page 14

Answers
to this week’s

puzzles

1. TELEVISION: In the sitcom “Modern 
Family,” Gloria is from which country?
2. LITERATURE: Which author wrote “Th e 
Kite Th ief ” and “A Th ousand Splendid Suns”?
3. GEOGRAPHY: What is the deepest lake in 
the world?
4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which fi rst lady’s nick-
name was Lady Bird?
5. ASTRONOMY: How many stars make up 
the Big Dipper?
6. MOVIES: Which famous Hollywood 
couple played lead roles in the fi lm version of 
“Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf ”?
7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group of 
skunks called?

8. GEOMETRY: How many sides does a 
decagon have?
9. ART: Which American artist focused on 
women and children in her paintings?
10. ANATOMY: What substance gives skin 
its color?

Answers
1. Colombia.
2. Khaled Hosseini.
3. Lake Baikal, Russia.
4. Claudia “Lady Bird” Johnson, wife of Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson.
5. Seven.
6. Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor.
7. A surfeit.
8. 10.
9. Mary Cassatt.
10. Melanin.
(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

April 3, 2025

TAX SERVICE
More changes in tax laws affect

your 2024 taxes!
Let me help you get your refunds!!!!
Over 40 years preparing taxes in a 

professional, timely, and cost-efficient manner!
No waiting with pick-up and drop-off service.

Call (203) 934-9525.

West Haven Elk’s Lodge 
Hall Rentals 

150 person capacity. 
Low Prices. 

Bar and Kitchen 
facilities available. 

Great for all functions.
 Free Parking. 

203-671-4322 / 203-933-1537 

CARE GIVER IN WEST HAVEN
Two minutes from bus stop, 2 or 3 days per week. $17/hour. 
Call 203-508-3672.

Here’s what to watch and where to watch it for 
the week of April 7, 2025.
7-April: “Blippi’s Job Show” (Season 1) --
Netflix
7-April: “Kill Tony” (Season 1) -- Netflix
8-April: “The Handmaid’s Tale” (Season 6) 
-- Hulu
10-April: “Black Mirror” (Season 7) -- Netflix
10-April: “G20” (R) -- Prime Video
10-April: “Hacks” (Season 4) -- Max
11-April: “Got to Get Out” (Season 1) -- Hulu
11-April: “Your Friends & Neighbors” (Season 
1) -- AppleTV+
13-April: “The Last of Us” (Season 2) -- Max
13-April: “The Making of the Americas” 
(Docuseries) -- Peacock
(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. Snow White
(PG) Rachel 
Zegler, Emilia 
Faucher
2. Black Bag
(R) Michael 

Fassbender, Gustaf Skarsgard
3. Captain America: Brave New World
(PG-13) Anthony Mackie, Harrison Ford
4. Novocaine
(R) Jack Quaid, Amber Midthunder
5. Mickey 17
(R) Robert Pattinson, Steven Yeun
6. The Alto Knights
(R) Robert De Niro, Debra Messing
7. The Day the Earth Blew Up: A Looney 
Tunes Movie
(PG) Eric Bauza, Candi Milo
8. The Monkey
(R) Theo James, Tatiana Maslany
9. Dog Man
(PG) Pete Davidson, Poppy Liu
10. The Last Supper
(PG-13) Robert Knepper, Jamie Ward

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

Buys It! Sell It! Rent It! Find It!
Try West Haven Voice Classifieds

Call (2030 934-6397 for more details.
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Pre-season
Above -- Brady Price makes 

a diving catch in center fi eld 
versus NDWH. Right -- Jose 
Padilla launches a triple 
in the Westies’ scrimmage 
against North Haven. The 
fi rst pitch of the regular sea-
son is set for Saturday.

Shore Haven JBL
offers scholarships

Shore Haven Jr. Baseball 
is accepting scholarship 
applicants from June 2025 
high school seniors pursuing 
further education.  The 
league will be awarding three 
scholarships in the amount of 
$300.00 each in honor of Dave 
Terese, Sr., Mario J. Argentino 
plus the Joseph Morrell Sr. 
scholarship.  

All applicants must have 
participated in the league 
for two years.Applications 
as well as a school transcript 
must be returned by May 31, 
2025 to Charles Gunning, 125 
Central Avenue, West Haven, 
06516.  More information can 
be obtained from area high 
school guidance offi  ces or by 
calling (203) 934-9740.

Voice eyes re-up
of youth sports

As part of its initiative to 
generate more information 
coming from the public, the 
Voice is seeking writer/cor-
respondents for the various 
spring and summer youth 
programs off ered in various 
sports. 

Currently, only the West 
Haven Youth Soccer League 
sends regular, weekly infor-
mation to the newspaper dur-
ing its spring and fall seasons. 
Other sports have slowly fad-
ed over the years.

“It used to be we had to 
make room for youth sports 
throughout the seasons, but 
leagues have not kept up with 
the demand,” said Editor Bill 
Riccio. “We have had com-
plaints about the lack of youth 
sports coverage and have to 
tell the parents and coaches 
that it is up to the league to 
have a publicist for that task.”

Those seeking more infor-
mation should contact the pa-
per at (203) 934-6397.
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Johnstone named first ND girls coach
A city man, who dabbles as a 

City Councilman, is going into 
the history books come the 
2025-2006 school year. Steve 
Johnstone was recently named 
the fi rst women’s soccer coach 
at Notre Dame of West Haven, 
heralding in the beginning of 
its life as a co-educational in-
stitution, and beginning a new 
chapter in his storied athletic 
history.

With the inclusion of women 
in its class of 2029, the school 
enters a new chapter, and with 
all the other components to ac-
commodate females, must add 
programs for interscholastic 
athletics. Soccer will be the 
fi rst off ering for Notre Dame, 
and the pedigree of its new 
coach means the new program 
will be in good shape.

Johnstone played his scho-
lastic soccer at Christian Heri-
tage School in Trumbull as 
a four-year starter and cap-
tain his senior year. He then 
earned a walk-on scholarship 
at Nyack College, but fi nished 
his collegiate career at Eastern 
Nazarene College as a three-
year starter and captain.

He played one year semi-
professional ball with the 
New York Metro Stars, and 
then took up the whistle as a 
coach, working 13 years for 
the Ole Soccer training pro-
gram out of Fiarfi eld County, 
which was followed up by 
coaching stints at Notre Dame 
of Fairfi eld (now Notre Dame 

Prep) Stratford High School 
and Haddam=Killingworth 
Regional High School. He 
took a job at Mitchell College 
as well, coaching there for two 
seasons.

But it was time to start a 
family, and with it came a hia-
tus in his coaching career.

“When my wife and I started 
our family fi ve years ago the 
deal was that if I were to coach 
at the higher levels again that 
it would have to be local,” he 
said. “I’ve had so many inter-
views since then, but unfortu-
nately due to union contracts 
with teachers, the job was 
always awarded to someone 
else. But when Notre Dame 
announced they were looking 
for a girls soccer coach I had 
to throw my name in the hat. 
And now to be able to coach in 
my hometown where I grew 
up and where my family has 
lived since before West Haven 
was even founded is prett y 
special.”

Not only that, the West Ha-
vener has been itching to get 
back to the sidelines, and the 
Notre Dame job fi lled a void 
he’s been feeling.

“I’m overjoyed and thrilled 
to be given this opportunity. 
I’ve been looking for a local 
coaching job for a long time,” 
he said

The announcement was a 
high point in a year that has 
seen its own special setbacks. 
Johnstone had to take a hiatus 

from his Tenth District City 
Council duties earlier, when 
it was determined he had suf-
fered a heart att ack at a young 
age. This job was just the thing 
to rebound from the ailment.

“To say the last year has 
been crazy is the ultimate un-
derstatement. Having a heart 
att ack at the age of 37, cele-

brating the birth of my second 
daughter two weeks later, and 
then running for State Senate, 
it’s been one wild ride. Believe 
me, the Good Lord and I have 
had many discussions during 
that time but it’s been really 
cool to see it all come togeth-
er,” he said.

On his coaching career, 
Johnstone has taken on assign-
ments that have been varied, 
but always presented a certain 
challenge.

“Usually in the past I’ve al-
ways been brought in to fi x 
programs that no one wanted 
or programs that we’re in se-
vere need of overhaul. Not 
this time. This is my shot and 
my chance to show what I can 
do. I’m still considered to be 
very young on the coaching 
scale. The part I’m looking for-
ward to the most is develop-
ing a culture. I want everyone 
to know I’m not here to play 
soccer politics. I’m here to 
compete, be successful on and 
off  the fi eld and get my play-
ers ready for the real world to 
make a positive impact. You’re 
going to hear me say it early 
and often, ‘No one is above 
the team.’ I can’t wait to get 
started and the fall can’t come 
soon enough,” he said. 

Notre Dame is just as ex-
cited having Johnstone on its 
nascent female sports roster. 

Athletic Director Jason Shea 
was lavish in his praise.

“We are thrilled to welcome 
Steve to the Notre Dame ath-
letic community as our fi rst-
ever girls’ head soccer coach. 
His extensive experience and 
success as a player, college 
coach, and high school coach 
make him the ideal leader to 
build our soccer program,” 
Shea said. “Equally important, 
Steve’s deep commitment to 
his community and public ser-
vice—especially in West Hav-
en—will serve as an inspiring 
example for the young women 
in our soccer program. We are 
confi dent that his leadership 
will instill the values and tra-
ditions of the Holy Cross mis-
sion in our student-athletes.”

Shea mentioned the schol is 
part of a growing trend..

“Notre Dame High School 
was the fi rst school founded 
by the Brothers of Holy Cross. 
Today, there are 22 Holy 
Cross high schools across the 
United States, all of which be-
gan as single-gender institu-
tions. With our transition to 
coeducation, we are proud to 
become the 20th Holy Cross 
high school to welcome young 
women into our community,” 
he said..

He resides with his wife, Al-
lie, and daughters, Allena (4) 
and Fiona (1).
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Notre Dame Athletic Director Jason Shea congratulates the school’s fi rst girls coach, Steve 
Johnstone, as he takes the reins of the Lady Knights’ soccer program to begin with the fi rst co-
ed class in September. Johnstone, who also represents the 10th District as a Republican City 
Council member, has an extensive playing and coaching background.

Photos by Todd DandelskeTuning up
Hudson Axelrod deals from the mound in the Westies’ scrimmage against North Haven. The 

Blue Devils are set to open the regular season with the rest of the state this Saturday on a trek 
to the state tournament. See other sports photos on page 17.


