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Make Music Day
returns Saturday

See page 2

Class of ‘25 exits!
Photo by Todd Dandelske

The West Haven High School Class of 2025 left the building last week with 
traditional ceremonies at Ken Strong Stadium under the gaze of family, fac-
ulty and friends. Led by Valedictorian Justin Woychowski and Salutatorian 

Bedirhan Ozmen, the class took part in the traditional mortarboard toss after 
the last diploma was presented. 

See page 15 for more photos from the event.

By Rob Forleo
Special to the Voice
Under sunny skies at Ken Strong Stadium, West 

Haven High School held its graduation ceremony on 
Wednesday, June 11 honoring the achievements of 
the Class of 2025. A total of 498 students crossed the 
stage to receive their diplomas, marking the end of 
their high school journey and the beginning of a new 
chapter.

Dressed in their caps and gowns, the graduates 
marched onto the fi eld from the main school en-
trance, moving in step as one united class. The sight 
of nearly 500 seniors walking proudly toward the 
stadium’s stage was met with roaring cheers and 
applause from the stands, where family members, 
friends, and teachers gathered to witness the mile-
stone moment. Smiles lit up the graduates’ faces, and 
throughout the crowd, there were laughs, cheers, 
and even a few joyful tears. Cell phones and cameras 
were raised high, capturing a moment years in the 

making.
Banners and signs made by proud parents waved 

in the breeze. It was a ceremony full of pride, refl ec-
tion, and joy.

Principal Rob Bohan opened the evening with a 
heartfelt message, speaking directly to the graduat-
ing class. 

“Your leadership as role models for our under-
classmen never went unnoticed by me, and don’t 
you ever forget that West Haven High School is al-
ways and will always be another home for you. You 
should be proud Westies and remember once a Blue 
Devil, always a Blue Devil. From the bott om of my 
heart I congratulate you,” he said.

Class President Carmella Ruiz, who will be att end-
ing the University of Connecticut, spoke to her class-
mates with a message of vision and purpose. 

“No matt er your path I urge every one of you to-
day to envision your future with the legacy you want 
to live just as you have here at West Haven High,” 

she said.
Mayor Dorinda Borer then took the stage and de-

livered a speech of encouragement and belief in the 
graduating class. 

“I am proud of each and every one of you. As you 
stand on the edge of your future take what you have 
learned from this journey which is resilience, kind-
ness, and the courage to keep pushing on no matt er 
what obstacle comes your way,” she said. “Tonight 
you walk on this stage as a high school student and 
walk off  into the world of possibilities. You have a 
blank canvas and you can write the next chapter of 
your story. Trust in yourself, now sitt ing here to-
night you know that you can achieve whatever goals 
you have set your mind to. Graduates, West Haven 
believes in you. Thank you.”

Valedictorian Justin Woychowski, who will att end 
the University of Maine, stepped up to refl ect on the 
shared journey of the class. 

See Graduation, page 15
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On this Date

Looks like stormy weather is predicted for camping at the 
West Haven Community House Head Start Preschool program.

2002 -- Steve Fossett  takes 
off  on his record-breaking 
balloon fl ight. The Ameri-
can adventurer lifted off  from 
Northam in Western Australia 
to commence history’s fi rst 
solo fl ight around the world 
in any aircraft. On July 3, af-
ter having traveled 33,195 km 
(20,626 mi), he touched down 
again in Queensland, Austra-
lia.

1987 -- An ETA car bomb 
kills 21 in Barcelona. The 
1987 Hipercor bombing was 
one of the bloodiest att acks by 
Basque separatist organiza-
tion, Euskadi Ta Askatasuna 
or ETA.

1978 -- Garfi eld, the lazy 
cat makes his debut. The fi rst 
Garfi eld comic strip by Jim 
Davis appeared in 41 newspa-
pers on that day. It currently 
holds the Guinness World 
Record for the world’s most 
widely syndicated comic strip.

1964 -- The U.S. Senate 
passes the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964. 18 Senators unsuc-
cessfully launched a fi libuster 
to prevent passage of the law 
against discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, or 
national origin.  The bill was 
signed into law on July 2, 1964.

Photo courtesy of CA Grillo Theatrics and Griphics

Make Music Day 2024 drew many pariticipants tot he drum 
circle at Old Grove Park. The popular event is part of this 
year’s schedule.

‘Make Music Day’
returns to shore

ArtsWestCT and the West Haven Early Childhood Council 
jointly announce plans for West Haven Make Music Day on Sat-
uray, June 21, a 4th annual family-friendly event. Internation-
ally, Make Music Day celebrations are held in nearly 5,000 plac-
es around the world, including West Haven’s Old Grove Park. 
Here, the focus will be on creating instruments from recycled 
materials and jamming outdoors with local musicians. While 
free-of-charge, att endees are asked to bring non-perishable food 
donations for West Haven’s Purple Pantry program.

The day’s schedule will feature: 
1 p.m. -- Bring the Hoopla hula hoop demonstration, with DJ 

Sounds Unlimited
2:30 -- Zaneta Nicholson & Friends community tap dancing 

instruction & play
3 -- Make Your Own Instrument out of recycled materials 

collected by community organizations, sponsored by the West 
Haven Early Childhood Council with assistance from local 
musicians. 

4 -- Bucket Drumming Village featuring bomba dancers and 
musicians from Movimiento Cultural

Resource Tables set up throughout the event will share valu-
able information from the United Way, Bridges Health Care, 
and other organizations. For door prizes, local author Cindy J. 
Cadet has donated copies of her books about childhood friend-
ship and healthy coparenting.

West Haven’s Make Music Day celebration is supported in 
part by the Connecticut Department of Economic and Commu-
nity Development’s Offi  ce of the Arts, the Community Founda-
tion for Greater New Haven, and local artist Edith Reynolds. 

The City of West Haven has included Make Music Day in the 
Summerfest 2025 mailing to thousands of West Haven homes 
and businesses. While intended to be a rain or shine event, ev-
eryone is asked to please put safety fi rst and check the ArtsWest-
CT Facebook page @westhavenarts for updates before venturing 
out. Lineup is subject to change. 

ArtsWestCT is West Haven’s public-facing arts service orga-
nization. Its mission is to center creative expression and perfor-
mance by and for the West Haven community. Make Music Day 
is one of the organization’s signature annual events, along with 
All Neighbors Day, a multicultural festival to be held Saturday, 
Nov. 1. Monthly newslett ers and weekly artist meetups keep the 
community connected to creative resources and opportunities 
year-round. Visit  htt ps://www.artswestct.org/

Surfside Vet host annual car wash
Surfside Veterans will be hosting its annual car wash on June 

21 (rain date June 28) from 11-4 at Budget Car Wash 936 Boston 
Post Road. Proceeds go to helping veterans in the community 
with food, clothing and much more. 

If you would like to donate cash app is $surfsideveterans 
Venmo is @surfsideveterans, you can also mail check or money 
order  to Surfside Veterans, 204 Oak St. C19, West Haven  06516.

Support group for sight impaired
“Our Journey of Sight,” a low vision/blind support group 

meets monthly at the West Haven Public Library 300 Elm St,  
from 10 to noon on the third Friday of the month. 

This is not a regulatory group, but a group that provides a 
monthly speaker, and support each other during members’ 
journey of visual loss.
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX
 
State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

2001865

Combine and get in 
on the surprise.

Here’s the deal, our Home and Auto rates are already great. But when 
you combine with State Farm®, you can save even more. Call me to 
discover your surprisingly great rates on Home and Auto today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516
Bus: 203-932-0591

Photo by Tianna Greene

UI, West Haven offi cials
talk storm preparedness

United Illuminating Key Account Manager Greg Milano, 
standing left, and West Haven Emergency Management Di-
rector Rick Fontana, standing right, lead the annual UI Storm 
Readiness, Preparedness & Response meeting in the Emer-
gency Operations Center at City Hall on June 10.

Milano and Fontana updated city and public safety offi  cials 
on UI’s storm management plan heading into the Atlantic hur-
ricane season, which began June 1.

A Partner in the Community

It is again our great pleasure to show our appreciation 

for our West Haven neighbors by donating to the City’s 

public fireworks display.

The University of New Haven would like to wish 

everyone a safe holiday.

We look forward to seeing you at this year’s display 

on July 3rd at Bradley Point.

WE’RE PROUD TO HELP 
LIGHT UP THE SKIES 
OF WEST HAVEN THIS 
INDEPENDENCE DAY!
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Dear Felicia
It’s the middle o’ the month 

of June, and with it, the kid-
dies are outt a school for the 
next 8-10 weeks. It’s a lesson 
in how fast life can git when 
your having fun. Tempus does 
fugit, and the older yew git, 
it’s not whether your having 
fun, that’s for sure. The Class 
of 2025 is now out the door 
and have offi  cially become “al-
ums” as they say these days. 
Here in the Asylum by the Sea 
the locals were graduated last 
week with all the fanfare and 
pomp that one expecks. And, 
for good measure, they got 
some fi ne weather for it, some-
thing that has not been in large 
supply in these parts. 

Sweetie, I remember a lott a 
wet springs, but this one has to 
be one of the longest stretches 
of rainy weather we’ve seen 
in a loooooong time. Almost 
every weekend has been wet, 
and it seems everytime yew 
look out the portal there is 
something coming down. 
There should be no problem 
with the tomato plants this 
year, unless more ran gives 
‘em rot.

So, yeah, the kiddies are 
graduated, and going off  
whilst the rest of the student 
body preps for its summer va-
cation, and jest like clockwork, 
last week we had a reminder 
of what happens during this 
time o’ year. Jest when we 
started to have temps outt a 

the 60s, the local sun worship-
ers were out in force, not only 
on the weekends, but during 
the week. 

Some even att empted to 
wade in the Sound. Then it 
happened. Bacteria levels 
were “up” forcing the beaches 
to be closed.

It seems this is a feature of 
June more than any other. 
Something like this happened 
last year around this time. So, 
the beaches were closed. It was 
a short closure as these things 
gen’rally are, but still it’s a re-
minder.

~~~
With the coming of June, yew 

knew the political season was 
gonna git underway. Jest after 
Memorial Day in odd-numbered 
years the mayoral season gits 
underway, and this year was no 
exception. As expected, Dorinda 
Keenan Borer put her monicker 
in for a second term and one does 
not see too much opposition com-
ing her way. 

This is historic as much as 
anything else. Only twice as the 
berg rejected a one-term mayor: 
the fi rst was when Billy Heff er-
nan was ousted in 1973. It didn’t 
have a thing to do with anything 
other than the continual food 
fi ght that the then Harold Allen 
faction was having. The entire 
thing was ginned up, and a good 
guy got ousted by Bobby John-
son. Johnson went on to have 
four terms before leaving offi  ce. 

Then a real food fi ght follyed, and 
George Dunleavy and Donald 
Wrinn duked it out, only to have 
the whole primary nullifi ed over 
illegal absentee ballots (no some 
things never change) with a re-do 
on election day. The second time 
had to do with incompetence more 
than anything else. Clemente 
Evangeliste was ousted after his 
fi rst term by H. Richard Borer, 
Jr. after a budget batt le that left 
the city on the short end of a $17 
million budget gap, one that was 
documented, but still got passed 
by default.

No one expecks that this time. 
The current Borer is very popu-
lar, has governed as a reformer, 
and now has the grand prize of 
gett ing rid of the state review 
board, known as MARB. That 
monkey coming off  the back of 
the body politick will be a major 
plank of her platform Iyam sure.

In fact, it really ain’t a question 
of much more than who is gonna 
be the cannon fodder in this next 
go-round amongst the opposition. 
Usually, the Demmies are split 
amongst their tripartite cliques, 
but over the last two years, Ms. 
Dorinda has squelched the usual 
contentiousness we’ve seen for 
the last 20 years or so. Usually 
by this time eff en anyone even 
thought of running for the Ac-
tors Colony, that name would be 
fl oated about and see eff en there 
is any support. That usually hap-
pens around Memorial Day.

In the three weeks since, no 

Demmies have been mentioned as 
interested in trying to oust Ma-
dame Mayor, and no one expecks 
one, either.

~~~
That leaves whot the GOP 

is gonna do, and the answer 
might be “not much.” Sam-
my Bluejay came around and 
we were discussing what the 
party could do – if anything. 
As Sammy pernted out, last 
time, they had a strong candi-
date in Barry Cohen, who jest 
lost the mayoralty by 30 or so 
votes in 2021. But the Dorinda 
steamroller put an end to the 
GOP’s hope to stop a 32-year 
drought from the third fl oor, 
and Barry left politics. Truth 
to tell, the GOP in the berg 
was itself rife with factional-
ism – still is – and until it gits 
its ship righted, it’s still gonna 
fl ounder. 

So, the query remains. Will 
there be an opponent of any 
import, or jest a name on a 
ballot that expecks to git clob-
bered in the general election. 
Time will tell, but we ain’t 
heard of any takers thus far.

As said, the party has taken 
on some water with (keeping 
with the ship metaphor) exits 
from the party and complaints 
about the current leadership 
under Dave Riccio. 

But Dave ain’t the problem 
anymore than former leaders 
of the party are a problem. 
The problem is the culture of 
the party.

Until the leadership can git 
the movers and shakers to get 
together nothin’ will happen. 
Cohen was a good candidate, 
love him or hate him, and 
should have eked out a win 
in ’21, but it was the party ap-
paratchiks who did the most 
damage. 

Then last time, the party had 
to spend money it didn’t have 
on a primary, which turned 
out to be a three-way race with 
Cohen coming out on top, 
beating out Steven Mullins 
(who has since left the party) 
and Paige Weinstein (also a ex-
pat from the party), who was 
known by no one. 

There have been some at-
tempts to shore up the remain-
der of the organization. The 
ninth districk for example is 
having monthly confabs to 
cobble support, but not much 
else is done citywide. Sammy 
sez he doesn’t expeck much 
will happen this time around. 
Even perennial candidates will 
probably sit this one out cuz of 
the popularity of the current 
incumbent. The wondering in 
the political desert seems to be 
continuing for the city’s oppo-
sition organization.

~~~
Nelly Nuthatch came in and 

said that eff en there are two peo-
ple who should be smilin’ from 
ear to ear its Police Commission 
member John Carrano and former 
commissioner Ray Collins III. 

After about fi ve years, the duo fi -
nally got what they were workin’ 
so hard for: the reestablishment of 
pensions for WHPD hires. Since 
about 2009 or thereabouts, the 
police had 401(K) situations and 
that led to some very bad results.

The switch from pensions was 
a cost-cutt ing measure when the 
city was trying to pare down a 
recurring shortfall in the budget, 
but also to recoup some lever-
age on budget matt ers. It was a 
good idea at the time, but it led 
to bad results. The city was hir-
ing new recruits only to have 
them trained, on staff  for a couple 
of years and then exiting for other 
PDs with pensions.

It got to the pernt that the city, 
which should have about 120-
plus on the PD staff  were at about 
107, and couldn’t retain offi  cers. 
It was Carrano and Collins who 
brought the issue to the public in 
this very papyrus about fi ve years 
ago, and they worked to overturn 
the status quo. 

The idea did gain traction with 
the politicos, who saw they were 
spending a fortune on people, but 
losing offi  cers monthly.

It took a bit of coaxing with 
the MARB, but the issue was re-
solved, and with the new budget 
the pension is now funded. It’s 
been a long road, but Carrano 
and Collins deserve kuodos. We’re 
sure Chief Joseph Perno is happy 
he’s got that litt le tool in his tool-
box now.

~~~
With all that’s going on, att en-

tion will now turn to July 3 and 
the fi reworks. We ain’t heard 
of any change in this year’s 
schedule, and the Fireworks 
Committ ee has been putt ing 
on fundraisers for much of 
the year to pay for the event, 
which brings thousands to 
town – more than once more 
than 100,000.

Iyam sure we’ll see the 
weekend “Fill the Boot” cam-
paigns by the local members 
of the various fi re brigades in 
topping off  the money needed. 
Already, Cobina’s neighbor-
hood has begun sounding like 
the Batt le of the Marne with-
out the taxicabs, with people 
popping off  their own noise-
makers. 

Sooo, that will be the next 
item on the city agenda. Then 
it turns to the Savin Rock Fes-
tival, which we see is already 
the subject of billboards fl ash-
ing along I-95. Before yew 
know it, it’ll be late July and 
the Back to School sale ads will 
be in plentitude.

The pernt is, we will have 
come full circle and tempus 
does fugit like we said above. 
The summer is a great time in 
these parts…too bad it seems 
like the shortest season!

~~~
With that bit o’ chatt er, I’ll 

close this time till next, mitt  luff  
und kizzez,

Cobina
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                                                                                Behind the stacksBehind the stacks
Welcome back to Behind the 

Stacks! We are gearing up for 
a fantastic summer with lots 
of programs and events for 
our community to take part in. 
As you may have heard, Con-
necticut’s state-wide summer 
reading theme is “Level Up 
at Your Library”, where Wes-
ties are encouraged to level 
up their skills and knowledge 
through games, puzzles, play, 
and reading! 

Children up to grade 6 
can participate in our Torch 
Tales Live Action Storytell-
ing Event on the West Haven 
Green (event will be moved 
indoors at the Main Library in 
case of rain); and kids grades 
7 through 12 can att end a 
special Pokèmon Cartooning 
Event for Teens! Learn how to 
draw your favorite Pokèmon 
with Bill Hernandez of Graph-
ics Interactive LLC. No prior 
experience is required, bring 
your creativity and we will 
provide the rest! Registration 
is required for both events. 
Thank you to the Friends of 
the West Haven Library for 
sponsoring!

Don’t forget to visit our Ora 
Mason branch over the sum-
mer and check out their ex-
citing upcoming programs! 
There are still a few spots 
available for “Science Heroes: 
Adventure of the Missing Col-
or” on June 23rd at 6pm. Come 
help us observe the National 
Week of Making by helping 
the Science Heroes create a 
story at the Ora Mason library 
on a 45-minute mission to turn 
science into an adventure! A 
few children from the audi-
ence will be chosen to assist in 
various experiments through-
out the story. 

Through hands-on experi-
ments and fun, interactive sto-
ries, we get kids excited about 
the science that’s all around us 
as we celebrate the scientists 
who color our world with art! 
There will also be a “themed” 
canvas book tote & STEM Ac-
tivity book raffl  e to participate 
in–as well as a free book give-
away courtesy of CT Humani-
ties for every child that att ends 
to get summer reading started 
on the right track. Registra-
tion is required to att end this 

event as seating is very lim-
ited. While you’re at Ora Ma-
son, don’t forget to check out 
our ongoing puzzle sale–pro-
ceeds from which go directly 
to our volunteer organization, 
The Friends of the West Haven 
Public Library.

As promised, we also want 
to let adults get in on the fun 
this summer with our Adult 
Summer Reading Library-
Land Game Board–stop by 
either location to pick up a 
CandyLand-style game board, 
complete with spinner, to par-
ticipate! 

Use the spinner to deter-
mine what color you land on, 
then check the game key to 
see which activities you can 
complete to move on. Return 
completed game boards to the 
library to be entered to win a 
prize (up to 5 entries per per-
son). Good luck!

Also at the Main Library, 
keep an eye out for our up-
coming Library of Things! A 
growing trend among librar-
ies in recent years has been 
creating a collection of materi-
als that most people wouldn’t 
expect to be able to check out 
at their local library. 

Some of these items include 
cake pans, tool kits, toys, metal 
detectors, and so much more. 
These items can be checked

 See BTS, page 8

Senior Center trip to Boston
Join the West Haven Seniors on a trip to Boston on Tuesday, 

July 29. View the entire city of Boston at the Prudential Build-
ing, ride along the well-known Boston Duck Tour, and have 
independent time to shop and lunch at the famous Quincy 
Market! Trip departs at 7 a.m. from the Vertical Church Park-
ing Lot at 225 Meloy Road. Depart from Boston at 5 p.m. Cost 
is $170, which includes roundtrip transportation driver gra-
tuity, admission to the Prudential Building and ticket for the 
Boston Duck Tour; shopping and lunch at Quincy Market is 
independent. Non-Residents & Non-WHSC Members are wel-
come! To reserve your spot and receive further information, 
please call the West Haven Senior Center at (203) 937-3507.

WHHS Class of ‘56 and Honor Society
The West Haven Class of 1956 is planning its 65th reunion 

for May of next year. The event will include marking the anni-
versary of the founding of the National Honor Society Chapter, 
which happened in 1955.
For those who wish more information, call Dino Ciaburri at 
(203) 809-4578. 

GOP 9th confab set for July
The Nine District Town Committee delegation has scheduled 

a meeting for the first Thursday of each month to search for new 
Republican Party members, and those who might want to get 
involved in the district, and town committee work.The meet-
ings are scheduled for the Republican Town Committee Head-
quarters, 315 Morgan Lane and will be chaired by Anthony Var-
tuli. The next meeting is June 3. Those interested may attend or 
get more information by calling DTC Chairman David Riccio at 
(475) 254-2361.

Dog owners reminded of licensing
June is Dog Licensing Month, and residents who own dogs at 

least 6 months old must renew their licenses by June 30 or face a 
$1 monthly fi ne, City Clerk John W. Lewis said.

State law requires dog owners to submit a current rabies vac-
cination certifi cate when applying for the new dog tags. Expired 
certifi cates are not accepted.

The fee for the two licenses, which are available in the city 
clerk’s offi  ce of City Hall, 355 Main St., is $8 for neutered or 
spayed dogs and $19 for other dogs.

Residents can also send vaccination records and checks in 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope to the Offi  ce of the City 
Clerk, 355 Main St., West Haven 06516. For dogs that have last 
year’s tag number, license renewals are available online: htt ps://
searchiqs.com/iqsdogrenewal/?CC=CTWHA.

Class of ‘64 plans ‘Get-Together
The WHHS Class of 1964 is hosting its fi rst “Get-Together” 

on Saturday, Sept. 13 from noon to 4 at Biagett i’s Restaurant, 77 
Campbell Ave. Cash bar and dinner is $50, with walk-ins at $60 
(cash). For infomration contact Judy Oberempt. at nana2446@
aol.com or (203) 934-9504.

Tatiana Franklin, West Haven Library’s newest Children’s 
Librarian.
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The future of warfare is upon us
By Rich Lowry  
Syndicated Columnist
The future of warfare is here 
Ukraine may not have “the 

cards,” as President Trump 
put it, but it does have drones. 
They were used to great eff ect 
over the weekend in an auda-
cious att ack within Russia that 
has focused the world’s att en-
tion on a revolution in war-
fare. 

A badly outmanned and 
outgunned country just 
reached far inside its adver-
sary’s territory to destroy or 
damage hugely expensive, nu-
clear-capable strategic aircraft 
with low-cost drones basically 
indistinguishable from ones 
available on Amazon. 

It’s not quite David versus 
Goliath, because the Russian 
giant is not going to be felled 
by the blow, but the diplomat-
ic and psychological impact of 
the raid could be profound, as 
Ukraine seeks to demonstrate 
to the West its staying power. 

For creativity and outsized 
eff ect with widely available 
devices, the Ukrainian att ack 
is in the same league as Is-
rael’s beeper att ack on Hez-
bollah operatives in Lebanon 
last year. Both operations also 
carry a message about new 
vulnerabilities -- to a compro-
mised supply chain and to a 
surprise drone att ack -- that 
should make us take notice. 

We’ve just watched the 
equivalent of aviation legend 
Billy Mitchell’s demonstra-
tion in 1921 when he had U.S. 

planes sink a former German 
batt leship, in a display of the 
emerging potency of air pow-
er. 

Ukraine’s Operation Spi-
der Web combined Mission 
Impossible-style intrigue -- the 
drones were secreted within 
Russia and some of them 
launched from containers at-
tached to trucks, unbeknownst 
to the drivers -- with clever in-
novation.

The att acks spanned sev-
eral time zones and hit 41 
Russian aircraft, according 
to the Ukrainians. The opera-
tion was the latest iteration of 
a cat-and-mouse drone war 
between Ukraine and Russia. 
The Ukraine confl ict is essen-
tially a war of att rition, yet it 
is anything but static, as the 
means of waging it change al-
most by the week. Off ensive 
innovation is met with defen-
sive countermove, triggering 
another change on off ense.

Drones are vulnerable to 
electronic jamming? Then, 
they’ll be controlled by mas-
sive spools of fi ber optic ca-
ble. Drones threaten supply 
routes? Then, the roads will 
be covered with nett ing. And 
drones will be att acked by 
other drones. What the siren 
of the Stuka dive-bomber was 
to the Blitz krieg -- an unmis-
takable herald of a new way 
of waging war -- the high-
pitched whirr of the drone is 
to the Ukraine war. 

Estimates are that drones 
now infl ict about 70% of ca-

sualties on both sides, and 
there are literally millions of 
them. Russia deployed rough-
ly 4 million drones last year, 
and Ukraine about 1.5 million. 
We have much to learn from 
all this. After last weekend, 
every commander of a U.S. 
base should be thinking anew 
about potential vulnerability 
to drone att ack, and it’s not 
hard to imagine the Chinese 
utilizing drones to execute 
a wide-ranging strike in the 
Western Pacifi c if Beijing goes 
after Taiwan. 

Once a leader in drone tech-
nology when its Predators 
were taking out targets in the 
War on Terror, the U.S. hasn’t 
kept up with the adaptations 
happening in the Ukraine war. 
Inevitably, our own bureau-
cratic processes are our worst 
enemy.

As head of the U.S. National 
Drone Association, Nathan 
Ecelbarger, writes, the system 
for acquiring drones “remains 
deeply fl awed, overly bureau-
cratic and resistant to innova-
tion.”

We’ll have to focus more on 
defenses, too, from early de-
tection to counter-drone capa-
bilities. The problem with us-
ing missiles to defeat drones 
is the asymmetry in expense -- 
an SM-2 missile costs millions, 
whereas a Houthi drone costs 
thousands. And drone swarms 
could overcome a batt ery of 
missiles.

This is the reason why the 
See Lowry, page 11

Congratulations, Grads!
 Congratulations Class of 2025! For those of you who are 

ending your collegiate careers, we hope you fi nd a life’s 
work that will be fulfi lling, and become contributing mem-
bers of your community and family.

For those ending their high school careers, we hope you 
fi nd that niche that will make your life have meaning, 
whether it be in a college setting leading to a professional 
life, or entering the working world and using the skills you 
have acquired through your scholastic careers.

You are living in a time where conformity is more the or-
der of the day than in any time in the recent past. Forces 
controlled by groups of elites, particularly in the political 
and academic spheres are asking for submission, rather 
than agreement. Are you adult enough to handle these 
pressures and fi ght off the temptation to subsume your 
will to the mob? In other words, are you an adult ready 
for real life?

If you believe your “unalienable” rights are derived from 
the government, and not Nature or “Nature’s God,” you 
are not ready for the real world.

If you believe your civilization, the one that has given 
you the right to speak and protest, is fundamentally evil 
and must be collapsed, you are not ready for real life. You 
have a gap in your education that needs to be addressed.

If you see the history of this nation as intrinsically evil 
and must be destroyed, you are not ready for real life. You 
have not the maturity to understand that all nations have 
pasts that are less than stellar, no matter the location or 
the culture.

If you think ideas are violence and must be stamped 
out, you are not ready for real life.

If you see words as violence to be destroyed by violence, 
you are not ready for real life.

If you need trigger warning and are unable to listen to 
opposing ideas, shouting people down, you are immature 
and unequipped for dealing with real life.

If you need safe spaces to shield you from people or 
arguments with which you disagree, and are unable to 
articulate those objections, you have been robbed of an 
education and are unprepared for the real world.

If your major was or is in topics that end in “Studies” 
(Women Studies, Gay Studies, etc.), these are not disci-
plines, they are political statements. You will not be pre-
pared to enter the real world after graduation.

If you see slavery as the overriding event that negates 
everything the United States aspires to, you are immature 
and need to read and learn more before entering the real 
world.

If you see the world as an Us v. Them proposition, you 
have been poorly taught and poorly mentored and must 
understand differences that exist between people.

If you think policy disagreements, or people who have 
opposing views to yours deserve to be “cancelled” by los-
ing their job, their property and their reputations, you are 
not ready for the real world and are an emotional child.

If you think tearing down statutes and defacing prop-
erty and harming people are the way to fi ght fascism, you 
yourself are the fascist and are no better than the Brown 
Shirts or the Black Shirts, or Stalinists of former times – 
and as propagandized as they were.

If you can’t separate political thought from any aspect of 
life, including entertainment, you are unprepared to live 
in the real world.

If you believe that biology must take a back seat to dis-
placed and disordered thinking that will hurt individuals 
in the long run, you are unable to understand the con-
sequences of those thoughts, and unable to function in 
reality.

If you see the world from a totally subjective point of 
view, or are willing to blind yourself thinking you are mor-
ally right and everyone who disagrees is evil, you are poor-
ly trained.

If you can fi nd your way to rational thought with dis-
passionate results, you are truly educated and deserve a 
place in the real world. Good luck!



Thursday,  June 19, 2025 - Page 7WEST HAVEN VOICE

 

Dear Residents: 

This year, the City of West Haven underwent a state-required revaluation of home assessments. This inevitably creates questions 
around this year’s tax process. Therefore, we have put together an FAQ for our residents of commonly asked questions. 

Michael Gormany 
Director of Finance, City of West Haven 

 

REVALUATION & TAXES FAQ 
Why did my home value change? 

By law, every city is required to periodically perform a revaluation of the assessment of home values. 

Why did West Haven conduct a revaluation 1 year earlier than the typical 5 years?  

West Haven was required to perform a property revaluation in 2024, one year earlier than the typical five-year cycle due to the state’s 
creation of five new revaluation zones. West Haven could not change this.  

How was my home value reassessed?  

A certified company was hired to perform the revaluation of your home. The primary driving criteria used was home sales in the city 
and, in particular, your neighborhood between the period of 2020-2024. Another factor included home improvements and market 
factors. They do not go into homes to evaluate.  

What was the average residential change in West Haven?  

During the 2024 revaluation, many homeowners saw an average increase of 56% in home values. This surge reflects strong market 
conditions due to recent home sales, which were often significantly above asking price during this period.  

If home values went up 56%, why did the mill rate not drop 56%?  

While West Haven residential property values saw substantial increases during 2020-2024, commercial property values did not 
experience similar growth. This disparity caused a shift in the tax burden from commercial to residential properties. Additionally, West 
Haven has one of the highest percentages of tax-exempt property in Connecticut, further complicating the impact of revaluation. 

Why did the city not phase in the revaluation?  

The city and the commissioners of the three fire districts met jointly with their legal teams to determine opportunities for a potential 
phase-in. It was advised that because the city and the fire departments have separate mill rates and budget voting schedules, legally 
there was not an opportunity for West Haven to phase-in.  

Am I able to appeal my new assessment?  

By law, the deadline for appealing was March 20, 2025. The City Assessor sent two mailings, posted on the city website and social 
media, and advertised in the West Haven Voice newspaper to inform residents of the deadline.   

Why might my motor vehicle tax bill be higher, even with a lower mill rate?  

Effective Oct. 1, 2024, Connecticut changed the method for assessing motor vehicles.  

Is there assistance available by way of tax exemptions?  

Yes. The city has many exemptions available for seniors, veterans and disabled residents. This year, due to the revaluation challenge 
for many seniors, the Mayor recommended that the eligibility for the Senior Tax Freeze be improved to assist more seniors. The City 
Council approved that change. The deadline to apply was May 15, 2025, for seniors; however, there are various types of other 
exemptions that can be applied for throughout the year. You can call the assessor’s office at 203-937-3515 for information regarding 
these programs.  

Can we pay the tax bill in 4 quarterly payments rather than 2 payments?  

To reduce the burden that these increases may pose to residential homeowners, the Mayor sent a letter to the City Council requesting 
that West Haven, for the first time and only this year, allow four payment installments for real estate and sewer bills. It was approved by 
the City Council. This is optional; you may pay in two installments.  

Real Estate and Sewer Taxes are billed in four installments.  

By law, Motor Vehicle and Personal Property Taxes will continue to be billed in two installments. Also, any bills under $100 are due in 
one installment.  

Why do my tax bills get mailed so close to the time they are due?  

The city is not able to process tax bills until the last fire district votes on their mill rate, which does not occur until the last date of May. 
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Evergreen Cemetery & Crematory
We’re Here When You Need Us

• Cremation (Choose to be cremated at Evergreen.)
• Columbarium in the Most Beautiful Cremation Garden

• Reserve your Niche in a secure location pre-need.
• Reserve a Niche for family and friends or purchase a Niche

at-need to safely secure your loved one in the Columbarium.
• Burial Lots (infant, single, two-grave, or four-grave)
• Monuments & Markers (black, gray, or pink granite)
• Flower program (single or multiple placement)
•

website.

769 Ella T. Grasso Boulevard, New Haven CT 06519
203.624.5505 or evergreencem.org 

Assisted Suicide topic of fi lm, talk
After experiencing instances of how some people were treated 

at a local hospital, a local fi lmmaker, Paula Panzarell become 
very concerned about the push to legislate medical aid in dying 
because it has societal repercussions that particularly endanger 
the lives of the elderly, the disabled, people of color and the 
poor.

She is  a member of the group Progressives Against Medical 
Assisted Suicide (PAMAS) and worked on the fi lm, Thoughts on 
Medical Assisted Suicide, that will be shown Saturday, June 28, 
at 2 p.m. at the West Haven Library, 300 Elm St.. This is a free 
event.

More information is at westhavenlibrary.libcal.com/
event/14512018.

Inzero Farmers Market opens July 5
Starting July 5, the Tony Inzero Farmers Market is scheduled 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Thursday on the Green, at Camp-
bell Avenue and Main Street, and every Saturday next to the 
Oak Street Beach parking lot, off  Captain Thomas Boulevard.

The market will include state farmers selling homegrown 
fruits and vegetables and crafters selling homemade wares 
through Oct. 11.

Parking is available on Campbell Avenue and in the City Hall 
municipal lot, 355 Main St., as well as in the Oak Street munici-
pal lot and on Palace Street. Oak Street is on the senior shutt le 
route and the CTtransit route.

The farmers market was dedicated in 2010 in memory of An-
thony F. “Tony” Inzero, a leader in the downtown business 
community who co-owned Flower Aff air on Campbell Avenue 
with Bett y DelVecchio for many years. Inzero was a founding 
member and longtime president of the West Haven Business As-
sociation who spearheaded a variety of events and programs to 
drum up business for fellow merchants, including the fi rst farm-
ers market in 2000.

Inzero, who lived in Hamden, died in 2009 at age 59.

Food collection set for Make Music Day
There will be a collection of donations for the local Purple Pan-

try Boxes at West Haven’s 4th Annual Make Music Day event on 
Saturday, June 21, from 1-5 p.m. at the Old Grove Park. Nonper-
ishable donations, including items such as cereal, canned goods, 
pasta, rice, beans, and bott led water are welcome. 

Chamber looks for ‘Best of Region’
The Milford Regional Chamber of Commerce has opened 

nominations for its annual “Best of the Milford Region” com-
petition.

The chamber is highlighting local businesses and giving rec-
ognition to those who make the region such a great community 
to be a part of.To nominate a business, visit htt ps://milfordct.
com/best-of-milford/#//.

The top nominees in each category will move to the fi nal 
voting, which is through June 19.
Radon kits still available

It’s not too late to test your home for radon, the second-lead-
ing cause of lung cancer. Testing for radon is recommended ev-
ery two years, offi  cials said. A limited number of free radon test 
kits have been made available to West Haven residents by the 
state Department of Public Health. To receive a test kit, call the 
city Health Department at (203) 937-3660.

Continued from page 5
out and returned just like any library book or DVD! More infor-
mation to come shortly!

As a reminder, the Summer Hours for the Main Branch of the 
West Haven Library start on June 30 and are as follows: 9:30-5 
on Mondays and Fridays, 9:30-8 on Tuesdays, Wednesday, and 
Thursdays, and 9:30-3 on Saturdays

West Haven Public Schools will be handing out free lunches 
to anyone under 18 throughout the summer! Stop by the Main 
Library on 300 Elm Street at noon to receive a

free lunch! In order to receive a free lunch, the child must 
be present, in person. Lunch will be available Monday through 
Friday starting on June 30 and ending on August 8th. Free 
breakfasts and lunches will also be available at other locations 
throughout West Haven. Visit westhavenlibrary.org to view 
the full list of locations and the times they will be handing out 
meals.

And fi nally, in some new and exciting news, one of our part-
time library assistants–Tatiana Franklin–has just been promot-
ed to a position as Children’s Librarian! Tatiana graduated in 
August of 2024 with her Master’s Degree in Library and Infor-
mation Science, while working for the library over the last four 
years. She is well-loved by staff  and patrons alike, has the most 
stylish cardigans, and we couldn’t be happier to welcome her 
in her new role!

        Behind the stacksBehind the stacks

Photo by Steve Fontana

Studio 203 grand opening
Mayor Dorinda Borer, center, cuts the ribbon with the owners of Studio 203 — the home of 

On&On Radio, Outt afocus Media and Tim Brown Photography — to celebrate the studio’s 
grand opening in the Harborview Professional Offi  ces at 140 Captain Thomas Blvd. on Friday.

With Borer are, from left, Councilman Gary Donovan, D-4; Zach Pelletier, the owner-opera-
tor of Outt afocus Media; On&On Radio co-founder and creative director Jeff  “Nusnce” Cisne-
ros, events/productions manager Luke McDonald and co-founder and logistics manager Aldric 
Joseph; McDonald’s father, Simon McDonald, the director of membership and marketing at 
the Milford Regional Chamber of Commerce; and chamber President and CEO Michael Moses.
The ribbon-cutt ing was also marked by West Haven Economic Development Director Steve 
Fontana and chamber board members Robert Creigh, West Shore Associates of West Haven 
owner Erin Eberhardt and New Haven Bank of West Haven branch manager Hala Urban. The 
ceremony was organized by the chamber and featured welcoming remarks by Borer and the 
McDonalds. Studio 203 is a multimedia space built for creators, composed of a DJ rehearsal 
studio and two photography studios, and is located in the heart of the Savin Rock business 
district near the beach on Washington Avenue.
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Mullins receives honorary doctorate in CA 
By Istihad Rabbi
International American Uni-

versity 
The Los Angeles-based In-

ternational American Univer-
sity has conferred West Haven 
Fair Rent Commission Chair-
man and Justice of the Peace 
Steven R. Mullins with the de-
gree of Doctor of Public Policy 
Honorus Causa at the school’s 
convocation exercises in On-
tario, CA on June 7.

“This momentous occasion 
underscores Dr. Mullins’ com-
mitment to public policy and 
community advocacy in the 
City of West Haven and be-
yond; marking a signifi cant 
milestone in his distinguished 
calling,” said IAU President 
Dr. Ryan Doan prior to be-
stowing the honor to Mullins.

Wearing a black doctoral 
gown, accessorized with a 
blue satin stole bearing the 
Connecticut State Coat-of-
Arms, Mullins, 50, was vested 
with a peacock blue hood, 
denoting his academic de-
gree discipline by Professor 
Dr. Alex Sherm, Chairman of 
IAU’s Management Doctoral 
Program.  Following his vest-
ing, Mullins was invited to de-
liver the keynote convocation 
address to his fellow honorees 
and an assembly of around 80 
faculty, students and guests.

During his 11-minute ad-
dress, Mullins shared invalu-
able insight into local govern-
ment leadership, highlighting 
the City of West Haven, and 
refl ecting on his formative ex-
periences in his birth town of 
Glenwood, AL.

“Local level government 
and the offi  cials that lead these 
communities should not be 
forgott en,” Mullins said.  “We 
are fi ghting in the trenches.”

Quoting former United 
States House of Representa-
tives Speaker Thomas “Tip” 
O’Neil,  D-Massachusett s; “All 
politics is local,” 

Mullins spoke about the im-
portance of local municipal 
government in the everyday 
lives of residents. 

“As a town offi  cial, I am not 

coming up with a peace deal 
between Zelenskyy and Putin.  
But what I am doing is bring-
ing together a landlord and 
tenant to the negotiation table 
in the City Council Chambers 
to come to a consensus and a 
compromise of what is a fair 
and reasonable rent increase,” 
Mullins said.

Prior to serving City’s Fair 
Rent Commission, Mullins 
served 16 years as Planning 
and Zoning Commissioner 
and held the Chairmanship 
and Vice Chairmanship of the 
Commission for six years.  He 
has been a West Haven Justice 
of the Peace since 1999; and 
was West Haven’s Republican 
nominee for Mayor in 2009 
and 2011.

“It has been my life’s jour-
ney and goal to help those in 
need; rich or poor, black or 
white, Democrat or Republi-
can,” Mullins said.

Mullins paid tribute to other 
West Haven leaders, both ca-
reer and volunteer that work 
to make the City operate. 

“Led by the eff orts of our 
mayor, the Hon. Dorinda A. 
Borer, West Haven has nu-
merous talented individuals, 
career and volunteer, both 
Democrat and Republican and 
of all backgrounds that work 
diligently, every day for the 
bett erment of our residents,” 
he said.  

He concluded his remarks 
by accepting his doctoral di-
ploma on behalf of all West 
Haven civic leaders, past and 
present; referring to them as 
“doctor.”

“Dr. Mullins’ speech in-
spired his fellow doctoral 
candidates, urging them to 
pursue ethical leadership, 
civic engagement and policy 
innovation in their respective 
fi elds,” Sherm said.

Unlike earned doctorates, 
honorary doctorates are con-
ferred by universities on in-
dividuals that have made 
major lifetime contributions 
to a fi eld or discipline.  Recipi-
ents are entitled to all of the 
rights, privileges and marks 

of distinction pertaining to a 
doctorate degree.  Honorary 
doctorates in law, public poli-
cy or public aff airs are usually 
reserved for high-ranking civil 
offi  cials.  “Most would not 
expect a small-town Commis-
sioner from litt le West Haven, 
Connecticut to be presented 
with this type of honor,” Mul-

lins said.
In an interview following 

the ceremony, Mullins encour-
aged young people to always 
do what is right, even when 
they don’t think anyone is 
watching. 

“You never know who’s 
watching you.  For me to have 
received this honor, some 

people had been observing me 
for a very long time,” Mullins 
said.  “Be mindful that we live 
in a very small world.”

Mullins was joined in Cali-
fornia by his two adult chil-
dren, Nora and Christian. His 
commencement address can 
be viewed on YouTube in its 
entirety.

Photos by Derek Doan

Left -- Professor Dr. Alex 
Sherm, Chairman of the In-
ternational American Univer-
sity Management Doctoral 
Program vests Commissioner 
Steven R. Mullins with the 
academic hood of Doctor of 
Public Policy. Below -- Com-
missioner Steven R. Mullins 
holds his doctoral diploma as 
Professor Dr. Alex Sherm and 
his children Christian Mull-
ins and Nora Mullins look on.

Photos courtesy of Art Penna

CPYC marks 130
The City Point Yacht Club’s had its 

130th Opening Day and Life Member 
Day celebration , held on June 8. The 
milestone was marked by a ceremo-
ny that brought together members, 
guests, and community leaders.

The event honored the history of 
the City Point Yacht Club, which has 
been a part of the West Haven commu-
nity for more than a century. A special 
highlight of the day was the recogni-
tion of our dedicated Life Members, 
whose long-standing commitment 
has been instrumental in shaping the 
club’s legacy.

Mayor Dorinda Borer att ended and 
presented CPYC a proclamation and 
off ered her remarks. She is shown 
with the CPYC Board of Directors.
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By Rob Forleo
Special to the Voice
West Haven High School made a remarkable impression at 

the 2025 Halo Awards, held at the Palace Theater in Waterbury. 
Competing against dozens of schools statewide, West Haven 
stood out by earning multiple honors across both play and 
musical categories, showcasing the depth of talent within the 
school’s theater program.

The Halo Awards, presented annually by Seven Angels The-
atre since 1993, have grown from a small gathering of eight 
schools to Connecticut’s largest high school theater awards 
program. The event celebrates outstanding achievements in 
acting, directing, technical production, and more.

This year, West Haven’s production of Lend Me A Tenor 
earned the coveted Best Classical Play award, affi  rming the 
school’s excellence in presenting timeless theatrical works. 
The performances were equally celebrated, with Paige Kenny’s 
portrayal of Diana earning her Best Featured Actress in a Play, 
while Ada Akdag’s role as Julia garnered Best Supporting Ac-
tress in a Play honors. From the musical side, The Addams Fam-
ily brought additional recognition as Barrett  Welch was named 
Best Supporting Actress in a Musical for her portrayal of Alice. 
Adding to the evening’s triumphs, Zienna Ziada was awarded 
the prestigious Dance Molinari Scholarship, highlighting her 
outstanding work and promising future in dance.

Beyond these well-deserved wins, West Haven’s strong pres-
ence was felt across numerous nominations, underscoring the 
collective eff ort behind the productions. Neena Hodgins was 
recognized for his role as the Bellhop in Lend Me A Tenor, re-
ceiving a nomination for Best Featured Male Role in a Play, 
while Nina Hodgins was nominated for Best Comic Female 
Role in a Musical for her lively portrayal of Grandma Addams. 
The creative artistry behind the scenes was also acknowledged: 
Ashlynn Trenchard, Zienna Ziada, and Ayla Jackson earned a 
nomination for Best Costume Design for The Addams Family, 
complemented by Tyler Greer and Michael Arcari’s nomina-
tion for Best Lighting Design on Lend Me A Tenor. Scenic de-
sign was celebrated through Justin Woychowski’s nomination 
for The Addams Family, and the school’s prop crew—including 
Dylan Walsh, Caitlyn Biancur, and Ayla Jackson—was recog-
nized with a nod for Best Props Design. Stage management’s 
crucial role was honored with Justin Woychowski and Gianeli 
Quinones nominated for their work on Lend Me A Tenor. Lastly, 
the school’s dancers captured att ention with a nomination for 
Best Dancing for their spirited performance in The Addams Fam-
ily.

Westies aglow
at Halo Awards

West Haven’s accomplishments on the stage were recognized in this year’s Halo Awards at 
Waterbury’s Palace Theater. The various cast members (shown above) were cited personally 
and as a group for two school year productions, Lend Me a Tenor, and The Addams Family.
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Continued from page 6
work of next-generation defense fi rms like Epirus, which has de-
veloped a scalable, high-power microwave technology platform 
that can knock a swarm of drones from the sky, is so important.

What’s happening in the Ukraine war is the norm in human 
confl ict. It’s adapt or watch your castle get reduced to rubble, 
your fl eet get sent to the bott om of the ocean or a leg of your nu-
clear triad get assaulted by, essentially, a plaything of hobbyists. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2025 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Lowry: New war normal

Pride -- One woman’s refl ection
As a proud 75-year-old LGBTQ+ woman in a loving relation-

ship of 42 years — and legally married since 2008, when Con-
necticut boldly led the nation in recognizing same-sex marriage 
— I am honored to share these refl ections during Pride Month.

I’ve called West Haven home since 1978. Over the decades, 
I’ve seen this city grow, change, and come together through 
challenging times. And today, I’m fi lled with hope and pride 
as our community raises the Pride fl ag at City Hall once again.

People often ask me, What does Pride mean? Why should it 
matt er to West Haven?

Here’s the truth: LGBTQ+ people are part of the fabric of 
this city. We are your family—your mothers, fathers, brothers, 
sisters, uncles, aunts, and cousins. We are your neighbors and 
friends, your teachers and classmates, your doctors, nurses, 
caregivers, restaurant workers, and business owners. We are 
fi rst responders—your fi remen, policemen, and EMTs. We are 
public servants, serving in City government, on boards and 
commissions, and on your City Council. We are contributors, 
leaders, volunteers, and visionaries. We are Westies.

So, when we celebrate Pride, we’re not asking for special treat-
ment — we’re asking for recognition, respect, and a shared com-
mitment to inclusion. That rainbow fl ag fl ying at City Hall is 
more than a symbol. It’s a promise: Everyone is welcome. Ev-
eryone is valued. Everyone belongs.

Still, I understand that for some, even among allies, there can 
be hesitation — about what to say, how to show support, or 
what Pride really means. Maybe you worry about saying the 
wrong thing. Maybe you wonder if public events and fl ags are 
enough. These displays are powerful for visibility and matt er, 
but here’s what matt ers even more: having the conversation.

Start by reaching out. Talk to someone—especially a young 
person—who might need to hear that they are seen, accepted, 
and loved. Tell them they are enough, just as they are. That be-
ing who they are is not just okay—it’s beautiful. Sometimes, the 
most profound act of celebration is to listen, affi  rm, and show 
love without condition.

So how do we celebrate Pride in West Haven?
By choosing love. By making space for every voice. By ensur-

ing no one is left out or left behind. In our city, love has room to 
grow. And love—always—wins.

Ruby Melton,
 Councilwoman, 2d District

Letters,  we get letters!

Chamber Photo by Robert Creigh

Building Complex
opens. in Allingtown
Mayor Dorinda Borer, second from 

left, applauds amid a burst of confett i as 
The Building Complex owners Brina and 
Sylvia Yanez cut the ribbon to mark the 
sports and event venue’s grand opening 
at 150 Front Ave. on June 5.

Joining the ribbon-cutt ing are 4th Dis-
trict Councilman Gary Donovan, left, and 
Simon McDonald, the director of mem-
bership and marketing at the Milford Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce.

The ceremony was organized by the 
chamber and featured welcoming re-
marks by Borer, McDonald and the Yanez 
sisters.

“This has been a long time coming,” 
Brina Yanez said. “It took a lot of gravel, 
dirt and hard work, but we are so happy 
to create a space the community can en-
joy.”

The 3,000-square-foot complex off ers 
indoor and outdoor turf fi elds for sports 
events, including soccer and cornhole 
tournaments. It also off ers glow-in-the-
dark bingo and “Are You a True Westie” 
trivia nights.
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Historian’s corner                  Historian’s corner                  By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

Bradley Point and
The Barnacle Restaurant
The Barnacle Restaurant 

and its cott ages are remem-
bered as “those red build-
ings out on the end of Brad-
ley Point.”  In the early 1900s 
the outer half facing the West 
Shore was purchased by Mr. 
& Mrs. Frank Dashiell.  Yale 
University owned the half fac-
ing Savin Rock.  Although Mr. 
Dashiell operated restaurants 
in Hartford and New Jersey, 
the Bradley Point property 
was intended to be the loca-
tion for their summer cott age. 

Mrs. Dashiell enjoyed serv-
ing afternoon tea to friends, 
and the summer cott age grew 
into a shorefront tearoom 
under her guidance.  It oper-
ated as such until 1926 when, 
under the management of Ar-
thur R. Wiley, it operated as a 
seasonal (April to November) 
restaurant.  By this time, there 
had been several additions 
to the original cott age, and a 
guest house and garage had 
been built.

The specialized menu fea-
tured lobster, soft-shell crab, 
steak and chicken, served with 

home-made chowder and oth-
er soups, topped off  by pies, 
cakes, and ice cream, all pre-
pared daily on the premises.

Seating no more than 50 at 
one time on the two dining 
porches overlooking the water, 
it became a favorite luncheon 
and dinner place among area 
business, professional, and 
academic people.  Connecticut 
Governor Raymond Baldwin, 
author Thornton Wilder (Our 
Town), and actor Montgomery 
Clift were among the notables 
who were frequent customers, 
and names such as Winchester 

(Repeating Arms) and A.C. 
Gilbert appeared regularly on 
the reservation list.

The Barnacle survived the 
1938 Hurricane and, in spite 
of rather severe damage, re-
opened for business only three 
days after the storm.  World 
War II, with its required black-
out of all shorefront property 
(as defense against enemy 
submarine spying) lent it a 
mysterious atmosphere.

In 1944, following the 
death of Mrs. Dashiell, Mr. 
& Mrs. Wiley purchased the 
property and continued to 

operate the restaurant and 
guest house.  November 1954 
marked the fi nal closing, and 
the Wileys converted the res-
taurant building into their 
private home, residing there 
until 1968, when all of Bradley 
Point was taken over by the re-
development project.

The Barnacle Restaurant as 
its stood prior to its closing 
in 1954, becoming a private 
home. Below -- A menue from 
the restaurant, circa 1940.

Dan Shine is a columnist for 
the West Haven Voice, and 
local history buff
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Cappetta’s edges Top Hat in Youth Soccer
Cappett a’s Italian Imports 

faced off  against Top Hat 
Dance Academy, with Cap-
pett a’s taking the 2-0 victory 
for their second to last game. 
Layla Steel used her fancy 
footwork to get past the de-
fense and assisted her team-
mates on both of their goals, 
one of which was scored by 
Divalisse Natal. She used her 
speed and patience to blast 
one into the net.  Porto Fu-
neral Home won their game, 
2-1, over P & B Express, and 
the West Haven Elks Lodge 
153 fell, 3-1, to Keenan Funeral 
Home.

The WH Italian American 
Civic Assn. outplayed the 
Gilded Gals, winning 4-1.  
Connex Credit Union and RQ 
Accounting & Tax Services 
could not get the edge on each 
other, ending in a 0-0 tie.  The 
Dayton Street Apizza Grey 
team had their best game of 
the season in a thrilling 4-4 tie 
with Batt s Plumbing.  Daime-
on Griffi  n was on fi re up 
front, knocking in two goals. 
Norman Hart was a force in 
midfi eld, scoring one himself 
and sett ing up a perfect assist, 
leading to an awesome goal 
scored off  a header by Josh 
Portillo. Nour El Mouki held it 
down in goal with some big-
time saves to keep the game 
close.  American Legion Post 
71 shut out the West Haven 
Police Local 895, 2-0.

The West Haven Federation 
of Teachers played against the 
George Ellis Company. Both 
teams displayed remarkable 
sportsmanship and engaged 
in an exciting game that ended 
in a 2-2 draw.  Mason Zielan-
ski demonstrated outstand-
ing defensive abilities, never 
backing down, and his great 
positioning skills played a 
pivotal role in the game. He 
consistently cleared the ball 
with sharp awareness and de-
livered powerful shots.  Gael 
Portillo showcased excellent 
passing skills, making several 
interceptions and maintaining 
superb ball control.  Alexan-
der Contreras was pivotal in 
the game, exhibiting passing, 
interceptions, and footwork. 
The fi nal game in the U15 boys 
bracket saw Nick’s Luncheon-
ett e and Stars Ice Cream tie, 
5-5.

Baybrook Remodelers 
played a thrilling game against 
West Shore Family Dental, 
with the game ending in a 
1-1 draw.  The game stayed 
0-0 until late in the second 
half when Savannah Gilchrist 
scored. Charlie Murray and 
Liliyani Amaro were excellent 
goalies, blocking tough shots 
on the net. In the fi nal seconds 
of the game, West Shore Fam-
ily Dental found the back of 
the net to tie it up.

The Milano & Wanat Gold 
Dragons won, 4-3, against 
Batt s Plumbing. Jalen Hoskie 

played amazingly in goal. 
Dylan Quizhpe, Tyler Frank-
lin, Jalen Linen, and Lucas 
Egraca all contributed goals in 
the win.  Frankie’s of West Ha-
ven beat Physicians Physical 
Therapy by a narrow margin, 
coming out on top, 1-0, and 
the University of New Haven 
Navy Chargers defeated the 
Law Offi  ce of Paul V. Carty by 
the same score.  Stowe’s Sea-
food and the Gunning Law 
Firm Dragons played an excit-
ing 4-4 tie.

The West Haven Federation 
of Teachers Gold Dragons end-
ed the season in a hard-earned 
tie against Nick’s luncheon-
ett e, 2-2. Landon Alling and 
Ryan Dos Santos each scored. 
Cyncere Harris and Uzair Safi  
played amazing defense to 
help hold the tie.  For Nick’s 
Luncheonett e, Chenrick De-
dungpa was a force to be reck-
oned with on the wing, show-
casing exceptional dribbling, 
pinpoint passing, and a knack 
for gaining possession. The 
defensive line proved impen-
etrable thanks to the eff orts of 
Jingme Dedungpa, who made 
crucial interceptions, eff ec-
tively marked opponents, and 
displayed outstanding com-
munication. Nathan Almeida 
provided vital support, clear-
ing the ball with relentless 
determination and showcas-
ing remarkable blocking skills 
and accuracy, saving multiple 
scoring att empts.  Baybrook 
Remodelors dominated their 
last win, 7-1. Goals were made 
by Bianca Diallo, Riley Onde, 
Avalyn Wilder & Laila Clay-
ton. Bianca Dinallo and Char-
lie Murray guarded the net. 
Katherine Samaniego made 
multiple assists. Hamidat Ti-
djani, LilithBelle Warcholic & 
Liliyani Amaro played tough 
defenders. 

The Dayton Street Apizza 
team wrapped up their season 

with a 3–1 victory over George 
Ellis Company.  Ahmed Ab-
delrhaman Mohamed scored 
on a penalty kick, with two 
more goals added from 
Norman Hart and Edward 
Freire. Arnold Okyere played 
well in midfi eld, while Carlos 
Garcia Perez was strong on 
defense.  The Blue Devils had 
a dominating performance in 
their last game, with a hat trick 
by Christian Venta-Aguilar. 
Daniel Barnes, Ace Hemming, 
Cash Papa, Idris Green and 
Luca D’Elia added goals for 
the Blue Devils. Cade Hem-
ming had a great performance 
on defense.

The West Haven U10 girls 
travel team played a tough 
game against North Haven to 
conclude the season. Bianca 
Dinallo and Isabella Echean-
dia Ramirez scored. Aaliyah 
Castillo Ramirez was out-
standing on defense, block-
ing many shots at net. Lilith-
Belle Warcholic was a brave 
goalie for almost the entire 
game making excellent saves 

and blocking many goals. 
Riley Onde played an excel-
lent game as forward sett ing 
up goals and keeping the ball 
up fi eld.  The U10 Westies 
fi nished up their season by 
participating in the Cheshire 
Conte Tournament. West Ha-
ven defeated Cheshire, 4-1, 
and Coginchaug, 5-1. West 
Haven met Wallingford in a 
suspenseful rematch from the 
regular season, this time re-
sulting in a tie, 2-2. Goals were 
scored by Riley Onde, Bianca 
Dinallo, Avalyn Wilder, and 
Mackenzie Vargas. Savan-
nah Gilchrist, Katherine Sa-
maniego, and Vivian Andrade 
made some outstanding as-
sists and shots on net. Aaliyah 
Castillo Ramirez and Angela 
Guerrero were nearly impass-
able defenders.

The West Haven U12 boys 
travel team fi nished the sea-
son with two impressive wins.  
Midweek action saw the 
young Westies take on Guil-
ford.  It was a close back-and-
forth game that saw West Ha-

ven fi nish on top, 4-3.  Jaxon 
Cruz contiuned his excellent 
form as the team’s top goalie, 
making save after save.  Ja-
cob Rader, Seth Empric, and 
Collin Gibbons kept Guilford 
at bay late in the game with 
some stellar defensive play.  
Taha Ozhan tried to move the 
ball upfi eld, and Julian Cas-
tillo and Matt eo D’Elia were 
aggressive in the midfi eld.  On 
Sunday, the boys challenged 
themselves playing up against 
the Amity U13 team, winning 
4-3.  West Haven jumped to an 
early lead, as Roland Green, 
Davonte King, and Ryan 
Abekah all combined to get 
the ball into the back of Ami-
ty’s goal.  Joseph Ruiz and Ben 
Trenchard worked hard on 
defense, using their bodies to 
shield the ball and win tackles 
against their older opponents.  
Jonathan King and Ethan Fon-
seca were pivotal in the center 
of the fi eld, and Jax Guarino 
and Luca DeCrescenzo helped 
the team hang on for the win 
late in the game. 

U10 Girls Travel Team concluded the season at Conte Tournament. West Haven defeated 
Cheshire 4-1 & Coginchug 5-1. Tied Wallingford 2-2. This team had an Outstanding spring 
season winning 12 games and one tie out of 18 games.

PUBLICATION NOTICE LIQUOR PERMIT

Notice of Application 
This is to give notice that I, 

Todd Jackson, 40 GLENBROOK AVE,
Hamden, CT 06514 

Have fi led an application placarded 06/12/2025 with the Depart-
ment of Consumer Protection 

for a CAFE LIQUOR PERMIT for the sale of 
alcoholic liquor on the premises at 

A BETTER WAY CAFE 
124 Elm St 

West Haven, CT 06516 

The business will be owned by:
A BETTER WAY CAFE LLC 

Entertainment will consist of:
Acoustics (not amplifi ed)

Objections must be fi led by: 07-24-2025 
Visit: https://portal.ct.gov/remonstrance for more information 

A BETTER WAY CAFE LLC

                  Legal NoticeLegal Notice



CALL YOUR AVON LADY
Looking for Avon? Call Phyllis Franco,
(203) 932-9367.
And I will drop off a brochure. Over 30 years’ experience.
Friendly Service.

Classified
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Answers
to this week’s

puzzles

1. MOVIES: What is the title of the fi rst James 
Bond fi lm?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is the 
color of the “black box” that records an air-
plane’s performance?
3. TELEVISION: What is the theme song for 
the long-running sitcom “All in the Family”?
4. LITERATURE: What is the name of Ron 
Weasley’s family home in the “Harry Potter” 
series?
5. GAMES: How many dice are used in a 
game of Yahtzee?
6. SCIENCE: What does a mole measure in 
chemistry?

7. MYTHOLOGY: What is the Greek god of 
darkness called?
8. FOOD & DRINK: Which type of liquor is 
traditionally used in a gimlet?
9. ASTRONOMY: How many moons does 
Saturn have?
10. CHEMISTRY: What is the chemical 
symbol for gold?

Answers
1. “Dr. No.”
2. Orange.
3. “Th ose Were the Days.”
4. Th e Burrow.
5. Five.
6. Th e amount of chemical substance.
7. Erebus.
8. Gin.
9. 274.
10. Au.
(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

JUNE 19, 2025

West Haven Elk’s Lodge 
Hall Rentals 

150 person capacity. 
Low Prices. 

Bar and Kitchen 
facilities available. 

Great for all functions.
 Free Parking. 

203-671-4322 / 203-933-1537 

CARE GIVER IN WEST HAVEN
Two minutes from bus stop, 2 or 3 days per week. $17/hour. 
Call 203-508-3672.

RON DUGAY
PAVING

Driveways, Parking Lots, Seal Coating
Pothole Repairs

Serving all West Haven
203-901-9486

West Haven Eviction Warehouse Auction Notice

Below is a list of names and addresses of owners 
of clothing and household supplies removed by a 
CT State Marshal following a lawful eviction in West 
Haven. Pursuant to CT General Statute
Section 47a – 42c, these goods will be auctioned off 
on Friday, June 27, 2025, at 10am, at the storage 
warehouse for Public Works located at 135 Wood 
Street- Bay 3 West Haven, CT 06516.

Prior to the auction, goods may be claimed and 
picked up by appointment only. Please call 203-937-
3585 to schedule an appointment. The deadline is 
noon Wednesday, June 26, 2025. Proper identifi ca-
tion is required to claim goods. A $10.00 cash deposit 
is required for all those who intend to place bids on 
bins. The deposit may be returned to you after the 
auction. In cases where you have a winning bid, this 
deposit may be applied towards payment. Bidding 
for lots will begin at $10.00 with the balance to be 
paid in cash immediately following the auction. The 
successful bidder must have all items removed by 12 
noon. Stored items to be auctioned are to be sold in 
lots only.

Names/addresses:
Ulysses Jones, 406 Center Street, West Haven, CT 06516
Perry Zazsheen, 12 Knox Street, West Haven, CT 06516
Anthony Perrone, 405 Main Street Unit 11, West Haven, 
CT 06516
Theresa Amodio, 237 William Street, West Haven, CT 
06516
Alexandra Hafez, 292 Elm Street Unit 2, West Haven, CT 
06516
Kristine Noon/ William Henninger, 183 Bull Hill Lane Unit 
12, West Haven, CT 06516
Cali Reynolds aka Britany Reynolds, 379 Meadowbrook 
Court, West Haven, CT 06516
James Simon, 295 Elm Street Apt A7, West Haven, CT 
06516
Jacqeline Young, 2 Treat Street, West Haven, CT 06516
Nicole T. Sartini, Ava Farguharson, 25 Ridge Court East, 
Apt 8C, West Haven, CT 06516
Abraham Lopez, 105 Knox Street Unit A11, West Haven, 
CT 06516
Toni Marie Walitynski, 94 Prospect Ave, West Haven, CT 
06516
Gwendolyn Handerson, 33 Ridge Court East Apt 6B, West 
Haven, CT 06516

Legal Notice      Legal Notice      
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Photos by Todd Dandelske

Above -- Class President Carmella Ruiz addresses her class-
mates during last week’s graduation of the Class of 2025. Vale-
dictorian Justin Woychowski and Salutatorian Bedirhan Oz-
men made their remarks during the ceremony at Ken Strong 
Stadum. Left -- Graduates mug it up for the camera.

Graduation: Class of ‘25 exits
Continued from page 1

“I want each of you to close 
your eyes for a minute. Over 
the past four years what mo-
ment has stuck with you the 
most? You can remember it 
very fondly, can’t you? Those 
are the moments you want to 
strive for after high school,” he 
said. “The four years of hard 
work paying off  for one ulti-
mate goal, earning a degree, 
gett ing that big promotion at 
your job, buying a home—in 
reality it’s just like what we 
are doing today. We all push 
ourselves for a long time to get 
to this point. Before we go our 
separate ways in life, someday 
on your own you’ll celebrate 
the same way with your own 
accomplishments. But we are 
all together one last time so 
let’s celebrate it together!”

Salutatorian Bedirhan Oz-
men, who will att end Yale 
University, off ered his own re-
fl ections on what the journey 
meant. 

“While freshman year may 
seem quite distant, there is 
value in refl ecting on what 

each of us have done in the 
last four years. Whether you 
loved every second, hated ev-
ery second, or felt completely 
indiff erent, we all managed 
to achieve the same unifying 
goal: graduating,” he said.

Superintendent of West Ha-
ven Public Schools Neil Caval-
laro closed the speeches with 
words of wisdom and encour-
agement. 

“You’ve reached a milestone 
in your life. Be excited and 
proud of what you’ve done so 
far. Today marks a fresh start. 
A commencement is a begin-
ning. It’s a chance to learn 
new things, take advantage 
of opportunities, and explore 
the unknown. At times the 
uncertainty may seem scary. 
Whether you’re continuing 
your education, entering our 
armed forces, or starting a 
career, have the courage and 
confi dence in your abilities to 
understand that all of your 
experiences leading up to this 
ceremony, both good and bad, 
have prepared you for what’s 
next. Know that everyone in 

the City of West Haven is root-
ing for you to succeed. We 
believe in you, and we cannot 
wait to hear about what you 
do next. Make sure you come 
back and tell us about it,” he 
said.”

After the fi nal speech con-
cluded, the energy in the sta-
dium rose with excitement. 
One by one, the graduates’ 
names were called.

As the fi nal name was an-
nounced, Principal Bohan 
returned to the microphone 
for the moment everyone had 
been waiting for—the turning 
of the tassel. With instructions 
from Bohan, the Class of 2025 
turned their tassels from right 
to left in unison, symbolizing 
their transition from students 
to alumni of West Haven High 
School. In that instant, hun-
dreds of caps were tossed joy-
fully into the air, fi lling the sky 
with celebration.

They entered the stadium as 
students and left as graduates. 
The journey was not always 
easy, but it was theirs—and 
now, the world is waiting.
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