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Get ready to party!

Bands anchor annual Savm Rock Fest

By Michael P. Walsh

Special to the Voice

Live and Let Die: The Music of Paul McCartney, featuring
Tony Kishman of the Broadway musical “Beatlemania,” will
headline the Savin Rock Festival on Saturday in Old Grove Park,
1 Palace St.

On Friday, the festival’s opening night will showcase The Ste-
vie Experience, performing a tribute to the “music, story and
legacy” of Stevie Nicks.

Mayor Dorinda Borer said the annual event will commemo-
rate West Haven's storied amusement park heritage.

According to Borer, the shoreline festival will pay homage to
the sights, sounds, smells and tastes of Savin Rock Park, once
known as Connecticut’s Coney Island and locally as “the Rock.”

The event is presented by the Savin Rock Festival Committee
from 5-10 p.m. Friday and 9 a.m.-10 p.m. Saturday. The spon-
sors are Premium Parking, Affordable Waste Systems, CDM
Smith, Gilbane and The Frankson Fence Co. Inc.

Along with live music, the festival will include a free inflat-
able park and, of course, boatloads of seafood and other mouth-
watering dishes.

According to committee co-Chairs Sherri Lepper and Ed
O'Brien, a number of nonprofit organizations will have informa-
tional tables in the 155-year-old Grove, and a fleet of food and
dessert trucks will serve eats and sweets on the nearby Palace
Street.

The food trucks are: Cousins Maine Lobster (lobster rolls/
Saturday only), Greek Style Grill (authentic Greek street food/
Friday only), Holy Guacamole (tacos, quesadillas, loaded na-
chos/Saturday only), Louise’s Homemade Food & Baked Goods
(fried dough, meatballs, sausage and peppers, eggplant), Old
Mexico (birria tacos, burritos, steak nachos), Shoreline Prime
(steak and cheese), Silver Sands Pizza (wood-fired pizza), Spuds
Your Way (loaded baked potatoes), Supreme Poutine (hand-cut
fries, homemade sauces), Szabo’s Seafood (lobster rolls), Taste of
Grill (gyros) and What the Truck BBQ (smoked barbecue).

The dessert trucks are: Dad’s Cannoli, Mister Softee (soft-serve
ice cream), Repicci’s Real Italian Ice & Gelato and Tiki Sweets &
Treats (old-fashioned sweet and salty kettle corn).

The two-day event will also include a beer garden — serving
beer and wine — from 5-9 p.m. Friday and noon-9 p.m. Satur-
day. It will also include the traditional craft fair, spread beneath
the park’s oak trees.

Parking costs $10 for nonresidents and is free for residents,
provided their vehicles are registered in West Haven.

Parking is available in the grass lot off Oak Street, across from

See Festival, page 9
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Whether it’s dancing in the
park, or attractions for the
kids, Family fun, dancing,
food and much more high-
light the two-day Savin Rock
Festival at Old Grove Park.
These photos from last year
show some of the family-
oriented events at the city’s
annual gala. Thousands are
expected to crowd the former
site of the amusement park to
witness several national and
local headliners.
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The artist from the West Haven Community House Children
and Youth Program sees heavy rain and thunder in our weath-
er forecast.
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On this Date

2013 -- Santiago de Com-
postela derailment. A high-
speed train traveling from
Madrid to Ferrol derailed on
a curve killing 79 people and
injuring over 100.

1977 -- The 4-day long Lib-
yan-Egyptian War comes to
an end. The border war began
with thousands of Libyans
marching towards Egypt's
borders.

1959 -- Kitchen debate be-
tween Nixon and Khrush-
chev. A series of debates, now
popularly called the kitchen
debates, occurred between
U.S. Vice President Nixon and
Soviet Premier Khrushchev in
Moscow. Nixon was visiting
a house built as part of an ex-
hibit in the American National
Exhibition.

1923 -- The Treaty of Laus-
anne is signed between Tur-
key and the countries that
formed the Allied Powers.
Under the treaty, Turkey had
to give up all territorial claims
made by the Ottoman Empire
and agree to new borders.

1911 -- Rediscovery of Ma-
chu Picchu. The largely for-
gotten Inca site in Peru was
rediscovered by American Hi-
ram Bingham IIL
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Grace Chin marks 103 years

City resident Grace Chin receives a citation in honor of her
103rd birthday from Mayor Dorinda Borer during a celebra-
tion with friends at Seacrest Retirement Center at 588 Ocean
Ave. on July 17.

Borer recognized the centenarian “for your exceptional con-
tributions to the fabric of our nation, our state and our city.”

Reading the citation, the mayor said, “As you reflect upon
more than a century of memories, I hope you are filled with
tremendous pride and joy.”

News briefs

Inzero Farmers Market now open

The Tony Inzero Farmers Market has kicked off its 2025 sea-
son.

The farmers market is scheduled from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. every
Thursday on the Green, at Campbell Avenue and Main Street,
and every Saturday next to the Oak Street Beach parking lot, off
Captain Thomas Boulevard.

The market will feature homegrown fruits and vegetables,
baked goods and homemade crafts through Oct. 11.

Parking is available on Campbell Avenue and in the City Hall
municipal lot, 355 Main St., as well as in the Oak Street munici-
pal lot and on Palace Street. Oak Street is on the senior shuttle
route and the CTtransit route.

The farmers market was dedicated in 2010 in memory of An-
thony F. “Tony” Inzero, a leader in the downtown business
community who co-owned Flower Affair on Campbell Avenue
with Betty DelVecchio for many years. Inzero was a founding
member and longtime president of the West Haven Business
Association who spearheaded a variety of events and programs
to drum up business for fellow merchants, including the first
farmers market in 2000.

Inzero, who lived in Hamden, died in 2009 at age 59. Senior
Center trip to Boston

Senior Center offers Boston trip

Join the West Haven Seniors on a trip to Boston on Tuesday,
July 29. View the entire city of Boston at the Prudential Build-
ing, ride along the well-known Boston Duck Tour, and have
independent time to shop and lunch at the famous Quincy
Market! Trip departs at 7 a.m. from the Vertical Church Park-
ing Lot at 225 Meloy Road. Depart from Boston at 5 p.m. Cost
is $170, which includes roundtrip transportation driver gra-
tuity, admission to the Prudential Building and ticket for the
Boston Duck Tour; shopping and lunch at Quincy Market is
independent. Non-Residents & Non-WHSC Members are wel-
come! To reserve your spot and receive further information,
please call the West Haven Senior Center at (203) 937-3507.

WHHS Class of ‘56 and Honor Society

The West Haven Class of 1956 is planning its 65th reunion
for May of next year. The event will include marking the anni-
versary of the founding of the National Honor Society Chapter,
which happened in 1955.

For those who wish more information, call Dino Ciaburri at
(203) 809-4578.
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September eyed for Eco Park construction

The city, in partnership with
the Land Trust of West Haven,
has announced that construc-
tion of Eco Park will start in

September.
Formerly known as the
Shoreline  Resilience  and

Eco-Restoration Project, Eco
Park spans 1 % acres of pub-
lic shoreline adjacent to the
boardwalk at Old Grove Park
on Palace Street. It is the result
of a collaborative effort led by
the Land Trust with the city, a
committee of dedicated volun-
teers, and local environmen-
tal agencies working together
over the past four years.

In June, the state finalized
the last set of approvals for
funding, which provided a
green light for the project.

Eco Park was designed to
create ecological balance and
resilience at the site to benefit
people, wildlife and the envi-
ronment. It also seeks to en-
gage and educate the public
about the shoreline’s ecosys-
tem, why restoration and re-
silience efforts are important,
and what can be done to help
mitigate the impact of climate
change.

Eco Park’s design was guid-
ed by a meticulous native
plant selection process to en-
sure each plant met stringent
environmental criteria while
also achieving aesthetic har-
mony. Eco Park will not only
restore ecological balance over

time but also stand out as a vi-
sually stunning space, revital-
izing what was once an area
full of invasive plants into an
inviting haven for people and
wildlife.

Supported by grants from
the state Department of Eco-
nomic and Community De-
velopment and the American
Rescue Plan Act secured by
Mayor Dorinda Borer, the
project will be planted and
maintained by Ivy League
Landscaping, a West Haven-
based company.

Borer expressed her enthusi-
asm for the project.

“Eco Park represents West
Haven’s dedication to envi-
ronmental sustainability and
community well-being. It
will be a place where people
can appreciate our coastline’s
beauty while learning how to
preserve it for future genera-
tions,” she said.

Officials say the Eco Park is
more than an eco-restoration
project; it is a commitment to
building a resilient and sus-
tainable future. They point
to several factors. The project
will:

~~ Restore a native coastal
habitat with native plants to
support wildlife.

~~ Provide a long-term inva-
sive plant control and mainte-
nance plan.

~~ Serve as a living class-
room with interpretive sig-

nage online linking by QR
code to in-depth online educa-
tional resources.

~~ Host free educational
events for diverse audiences.

~~ Establish a replicable
model for coastal restoration
in other communities. De-
signed to integrate natural
beauty, sustainability and en-
vironmental education, Eco
Park will include:

~~ Native Plant Habitats: A
variety of native trees, shrubs
and flowers to attract pollina-
tors and wildlife.

~~ Sustainable Practices: En-
vironmentally friendly meth-
ods for planting and mainte-
nance.

~~ Interpretive Signs: Visi-
tors can explore 13 interpre-
tive signs along the boardwalk
and pathways that provide
insights into the surrounding
environment. Each sign links
by QR code to a website with
more in-depth information
about each sign topic.

~~Community Access: Spac-
es for reflection, passive recre-
ation, and learning about why
coastal resilience and sustain-
ability are important.

Project co-leaders Marilyn
Wilkes, the Land Trust’s vice
president, and Mark E. Paine,
Jr., the director of the city De-
partment of Parks and Recre-
ation, shared their perspective.

“Eco Park is a vital step to-
ward protecting our environ-

ment while creating a space
that showcases how we are
connected to nature and how
important native plants are for
the environment and, in turn,
for people and wildlife. By re-
storing native habitats, we not
only support biodiversity but
also hope to inspire our com-
munity to become active stew-

ards of the coastal landscape,”
said Wilkes.

“This project has been a
labor of love for us and the
many knowledgeable volun-
teers who helped bring it to
fruition,” agreed Paine.
Details will be available on the
Eco Park website and its Face-
book page, open soon.
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Dear Felicia

Howdy do, sweets. Hard to
believe, but here we are head-
in” toward the end of July, and
we're already getting set for
yet another Savin Rock Festi-
val. Yew can tell it’s that time
0’ year cuz the environs are
getting “sultry.” I guess that’s
the best way to describe it.
We’ve had quite the summer
with the three “H’s”: hazy,
hot and humid, as the order of
many a day.

This is summer the way you
and I remember it. The do-
micile has been OK maybe a
bit damp, but with the shore
breezes, excep’ for a couple
o’ nights it's been more than
bearable. But let’s talk about
the Fest!

It seems hard to believe that
it's been more than 40 years —
43 by my count — since the erst-
while West Haven Chamber of
Commerce (now subsumed
into the Milford Regional
Chamber) came up with the
idea of a festival for mid- to
late summer. I can remember
the former Sheila Garfinkle,
who was a married gal by that
time, talking to our esteemed
editor about the projeck when
we were both at 666 Savin
Ave., us in the basement, and
the WHCC on the foist floor.

Tennyrate, Sheila came up
with the idea and it was gonna
be a remembrance of the past,
but a look into the future, with
all the businesses, civic and

fraternal organizations and
the fire departments taking
part. John and Mary Perrone
were the pushers behind the
idea as members of the cham-
ber, and the thing took off.
Eventually, it was the Perrone
couple that pulled that festival
through some tough times.

The foist fests were at West
Haven High School’s sports
complex before it became the
showplace it is now. Then it
was Ken Strong stadium and
a lotta barren fields with a
baseball field in the south end,
which the late Shrimp Flynn
dubbed “Seagull Stadium.”
It was gonna be a few years
before that baseball field was
raised up around 7 feet and
became the premier site it is
today.

Gloria “Dodie” Ireland and
the Perrones along with Mary
Tracy really took the bull by
the horns, and got the thing
on its feet for the first one,
which was 1982. It was held at
the stadium complex, and fea-
tured a lotta events, including
a muster by the three fire de-
partments, which kind of an-
chored the entire thing. More
than 100,000 people were es-
timated to show up that foist
three-day weekend. It was a
bigger success than anyone
imagined.

The thing continued to
grow until 1987, when the re-
construction of the stadium

and its surrounding area,
which later became the Frank
Fitzgerald Athletic Complex,
was begun. These were tense
times for the fest, cuz finding a
new place for it was more of a
problem back then.

The shoreline, particularly
Old Grove Park was eyed as
the best alternative, but there
were problems. The Minichi-
no administration had desig-
nated the shore area for the
so-called “boardwalk” that
we see today. But that was a
move to insure that high-rises
wouldn’t be part of any re-
construction of that area. Back
then, effen yew remember,
“Save Our Shore” was a man-
tra and a political force, and
stayed that way until the Savin
Rock Renewal Project lapsed
after the 40-year life span.

The fack that the festival
would have “over the coun-
ter” sales of food was a buga-
boo cuz that was specifically
prohibited in the renewal
plan. It took an agreement by
the then-redevelopment prop-
erty owners to allow the waiv-
er, which was finally done.

We remember the Perrones
and Ireland worrying about
the festival until it was finally
given the go-ahead. And it was
successful. Crowds continued
to pour onto the shore and the
thing became a celebration of
all that the city had to offer.

Things have changed some-
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what. Civic and fraternal orga-
nizations aren’t as big a part of
the festival as they once were.
The Chamber is gone, and its
work was taken over by a city
committee; and, once or twice,
the festival was canceled due
to the ongoing financial woes
the berg has faced over the last
three-plus decades.

It seems to be on surer foot-
ing now, and has become a
three-day music festival that
brings in people from all over.
Crowd counts of more than
100,000 are regular, and peo-
ple seem to have a great time
overall.

Well, it’s here again. And as
we git on in years, we marvel
at the work of John and Mary
Perrone, Dodie and John Ire-
land and Mary Tracy in get-
ting things off the ground and
making sure it prospered. In
many ways it was a different
town back then, but in many
ways it’s still the same. This
weekend, we get to see just
how much.

Sammy Bluejay was here to let
us know that things are really
starting to percolate for two new
businesses. Riva, the new restau-
rant where once stood Chick’s
Drive-in has had what is now
called a “soft opening.” That’s
business-speak for opening the
doors for business, but saving the
hoopla for later.

Yew gotta give those owners
credit, they suffered the slings
and arrows of trying to git a new
business off the ground, slogging
through the delays and the hur-
dles, but they finally got things off
the ground. Let’s hope it serves as
a springboard for getting the rest
of the Beach Street area settled.

Sammy sez that the former
Debonair is still up in the air as to
what might finally happen. There
has been some talk that a new
building will be constructed, but
the details have been a bit sketchy.
We shall see.

Meanwhile, we see that signs
have been put up at the former
West Haven Conference Center-
cum Phyllis’, cum-the Casino,
cum-Harbour Mist, not in that
order. The new venue, known as
the Kelsey at Savin Rock, is set to
be open next year according to the
banmners put outside the building.

Sammy reminded Cobina that
the approvals were given by the
City Council, and there doesn’t
seem to be any pushback on hav-
ing it as a banquet venue by the
usual suspects. So, it might actu-
ally go off without a hitch.

Sammy did say some people are
wondering about what is gonna
happen with the Savin Rock Mu-
seum, which was closed at that
site when the Conference Center
closed, and we hope it does get
some attention. We should not
forgit the past, especially one that
is so linked to the namesake of the
new building. The Kelsey Family
had a lot to do with the way Savin
Rock became a summer destina-

tion almost 200 years ago.

One idea that seems to have
lost steam is getting a carousel
over on the Rock area somewhere.
Foist announced 29 years ago, the
projeck had fits and starts, with
the hope that the original carou-
sel could be brought back home.
That’s not gonna happen. About
a decade or so ago, a move was
made to git a similar one, from
the same company, and one Savin
Rock festival had the barrel organ
that once was at the Rock carousel
site make an appearance. But it’s
kind of gone the way of the do-do
bird as real effort.

Still, we’re glad to see things
moving.

Iva Lootey brought to our
attention the announcement
made by the Land Trust of
West Haven, Inc. that the area
in front of the Old Grove Park,
which has been completely
leveled, is moving ahead to
put in more native grasses and
plants and is calling it an “Eco-
Park.” That's a better name
than the original projeck,
which was rawther technical
and don’t have the oomph of
the new name.

Tennyrate, that is going
ahead, and Iva told me that the
Eco-Camp is still operational
over there and jest days af-
ter he said that, our esteemed
editor happened to see Jerry
Frumento, one of the original
organizers of the camp three
decades ago along with the
late Mike Paone. Those two
were quite the dynamic duo
and put together a program
that still draws hundreds of
kids to the shore to learn about
the water and what grows in
and around it.

Jerry looks great and still
has the spark that made him
a very successful and popular
teacher at the high school in
his prime. The Frumento fam-
ily has been a big one in the
history of the city, and made
several interesting contribu-
tions. We're glad Jerry is still
haunting our little slice of the
universe.

It's amazing how things seem
to occur in sets. The local school
system has had a few blips recent-
ly cuz newer employees, who've
worked in the city for a short pe-
riod of time, have up and left their
positions. The good news is very
competent and able people have
been put in their places. We saw
a picture of Superintendent Neil
Cavallaro, and see the hair is get-
ting streaked a lit'le grayer than
the last time we looked, and things
like this can’t help very much, but
he and the system landed on their
feet.

I jest proves that jest when
things seem their most settled,
there is something that will muck
things up.

Mitt luff und kizzez,

Cobina
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Behind the stacks

Welcome back to Behind the Stacks! We hope everyone is en-
joying their summer and staying safe and healthy through the
heat waves! West Haven Library has plenty of fun upcoming
events to keep you busy (and out of the sun) as we approach
August.

Our Ora Mason library has take-home crafts you can par-
ticipate in from the comfort of your own home. Beginning in
August, our adult craft is a note-to-self wildflower mindfulness
card. Turn your reflections into art using a wildflower stencil,
along with a blank envelope and card to create a floral themed
note-to-self. August’s children’s take & make is a STEM Pea-
nuts® Snoopy House Activity Challenge Kit for ages 3 and up.
Children will design and build their very own paper doghouse
for Snoopy and Woodstock with this hands-on challenge. It’s a
fun and easy way to explore creativity, problem-solving, and
basic building skills.

Included in this kit are all the materials that you will need
along with a think-and-build sheet while you're building and
detailed instructions. All take and make crafts are available on a
first come first serve basis, while supplies last!

Lastly, we still have plenty of space left for one of our big-
gest and most exciting annual programs at Ora Mason: The Ice
Cream Social & Magic Show! Join us on Friday, Aug. 8, starting
at 2 p.m. where we will serve ice cream and the Read to Grow
bookmobile will be distributing a free book to each child! The
Magic Show portion is tentatively set to start at 3 p.m. This event
will be held outside on the lawn. Feel free to bring a blanket or
chairs to sit more comfortably outside! This event is sponsored
and made possible by the Friends of the West Haven Public Li-
brary. Registration is required; please register the total number
of people in your party attending including adults.

The Main Library will be hosting several educational forums
over the next couple of weeks that are designed to help inform
our community of the things they need to know most.

On July 28, Oak Street Health will hold a Lunch & Learn event
to explain the benefits of specialized care for older adults that
they can provide to seniors on Medicare. This event will include
a free catered lunch courtesy of Oak Street Health.

On July 28 you can also stop by the Main Library and speak

See Behind the Stacks, page 11

GOP 9th confab set for August

The Nine District Town Committee delegation has scheduled
a meeting for the first Thursday of each month to search for new
Republican Party members, and those who might want to get in-
volved in the district, and town committee work.The meetings
are scheduled for the Republican Town Committee Headquar-
ters, 315 Morgan Lane and will be chaired by Anthony Vartuli.
Those interested may attend or get more information by calling
DTC Chairman David Riccio at (475) 254-2361.

Class of ‘64 plans ‘Get-Together

The WHHS Class of 1964 is hosting its first “Get-Together”
on Saturday, Sept. 13 from noon to 4 at Biagetti’s Restaurant, 77
Campbell Ave. Cash bar and dinner is $50, with walk-ins at $60
(cash). For infomration contact Judy Oberempt. at nana2446@
aol.com or (203) 934-9504.

Support group for sight impaired

“Our Journey of Sight,” a low vision/blind support group
meets monthly at the West Haven Public Library 300 Elm St,
from 10 to noon on the third Friday of the month.

This is not a regulatory group, but a group that provides a
monthly speaker, and support each other during members’
journey of visual loss.

Radon Kits still available

It’s not too late to test your home for radon, the second-lead-
ing cause of lung cancer. Testing for radon is recommended ev-
ery two years, officials said. A limited number of free radon test
kits have been made available to West Haven residents by the
state Department of Public Health. To receive a test kit, call the
city Health Department at (203) 937-3660.

Learn more about radon at https://portal.ct.gov/dph/Environ-
mental-Health/Radon/Radon-Program.

City cooling sites listed for residents

In West Haven, cooling centers are available at the following
locations:

Main Library, 300 Main Street, Monday-Thursday, 9:30 a.m.
to 8 p.m.; Friday-Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Ora Mason Library Branch, 260 Benham Hill Road, Monday
12 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Tuesday-Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Robert A. Johnson Community Center, 201 Noble Street,
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

On Sundays and Holidays, 689 Campbell Avenue, 11 a.m. to
7 p.m.

My Account

Search the Catalog
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painful time."
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The Savin Rock fest returns!

It is hard to believe it has been more than 40 years
since the first Savin Rock Festival took place at
West Haven High School's Ken Strong Stadium and
adjacent fields. The idea was one that came from the
leadership of the defunct (but absorbed into Milford
CC) West Haven Chamber of Commerce, and it was
that organization that shepherded the idea to reality
and kept it going when it seemed the political powers-
that-be were willing to see it die. Some four decades
later, it is a festival that is eagerly awaited by the
public, and one that is permanently tied to the Old
Grove Park, site of much of the old amusement park.
Such was the case last weekend when thousands
made it to the concerts and other attractions.

It was the amusement park and of West Haven as
a resort community for much of its history that was
the reason the Savin Rock Festival came into being.
In the years since the city saw the destruction of that
stretch of buildings housing amusements, rides, and
shows in 1966, a new attitude arose among many
swaths of the community. In those years just after
the park became a memory there was a strong feeling
among many the city should forget its past and move
on to a new — and uncertain —future.

But a new generation had grown up by 1982, and
it wanted to know about the things it had heard from
an older generation. It heard about the Virginia Reel,
the Skyblazer, and the Laff in the Dark, but all it had
to connect with it were stories and aging photographs.
The West Haven they heard about might as well have
been a thousand miles away. They wanted to know
more.

The festival was born as a weekend event headed
by the Chamber and its leadership, but dependent
on the many civic and fraternal organizations that
got on board. That first festival saw an estimated
50,000 people fill various parts of the high school’s
athletic fields. This was the era before the Fitzgerald
Complex and its fenced-in ballparks, lights and
synthetic surfaces. The eventual reconstruction of
the facility into a multi-purpose sports complex we
know now commenced about five years after the
festival began (1987) and was going to displace the
summer event.

For a long while city officials were reticent to move
the festival to the best venue - the Old Grove Park.
Savin Rock Renewal contracts prohibited certain
sales and it was feared allowing over-the-counter
food and other sales would put the city behind a legal
eight-ball. Eventually, an agreement was reached,
and since that time, the festival has had permanent
digs at Old Grove Park.

Over its history, the festival has attracted in excess
of 100,000 people a year, and become a highlight
of the summer season. Nightly concerts, shows put
on by various local talent and a food court that
spotlights some of the best the city has to offer has
made it a popular place to be on the last weekend in
July.

Many of the people who were instrumental in the
foundation of the Savin Rock Festival are no longer
with us. But, their mantle has been taken up by
a newer generation — and the same city that once
worried about violation of a contract now sponsors
the organizing committee. As in past years, Yale
University and the University of New Haven have
contributed sponsorships that have made the annual
fundraising efforts easier.

Last weekend’s successful festival continued in its
storied tradition.
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Banana Ball i1s where

By Rich Lowry

Syndicated Columnist

The joy of banana ball

Major League Baseball is
currently debating various
rules changes to improve the
game, when what it really
needs is more players wearing
capes and doing backflips.

That, at least, is the lesson of
Savannah Bananas, the barn-
storming team that has come
up with a madcap version of
baseball that is widely popu-
lar and selling out stadiums
around the country.

The Bananas, or the Nan-
ners, as devotees call them,
sold out Clemson University’s
Memorial Stadium back in
April, with 81,000 in atten-
dance. Tickets for a couple of
games at Yankee Stadium in
September are selling on sec-
ondary sites at rates signifi-
cantly higher than any Yan-
kees game.

Who's Yankee ace Max Fried
compared to Dakota Stilts, the
Bananas pitcher who bestrides
the mound standing at 10 feet
and 9 inches on, yes, stilts? The
Bananas and their handful of
spin-off clubs have made the
American pastime even more
American.

Banana Ball, currently on
what it calls a “world tour,” is
the baseball equivalent of the
carnival coming to town. It taps
into the barnstorming baseball
tradition that goes back to the
19th century, into the antic
spirit of minor-league baseball
with its corny entertainment

between innings, and into the
showmanship of the Harlem
Globetrotters. Twerking and
behind-the-back catches are
all encouraged.

The Savannah Bananas were
originally part of the Coast-
al Plain League, a summer
league for college ballplayers.
When the team’s exhibition
games with modified rules
proved more popular than
their staid standard fare, they
went all exhibition.

We associate baseball with
lazy summer afternoons, but
there’s nothing lazy about Ba-
nana Ball.

It takes everything dull or
overly subtle about baseball
and smashes it underfoot
while dancing to a pop song.

At the end of the day, does
anyone besides the true con-
noisseur enjoy seeing a batter
try to bunt? In Banana Ball,
bunting is strictly prohibited
and any attempt will get the
offending batter ejected from
the game.

Then, there are walks. Who
walks in a real sport? What
is this, golf? In Banana Ball,
after the pitcher issues a base-
on-balls, every fielder besides
the pitcher and catcher has to
touch the ball before the run-
ner can be tagged out. This
creates an incentive for run-
ners to actually run out of the
batter's box, and very often
they reach second base.

Banana Ball, correctly, views
incessant and unnecessary
delay as the enemy of fan en-

It's at!

gagement. Batters can’t step
out of the batter’s box. There
are no visits to the mound. The
game is timed and can’t last
more than two hours. (MLB
has taken steps in this direc-
tion with the wondrously suc-
cessful innovation of the pitch
clock, but can still do more to
hustle things along.)

In loud and intense football
stadiums, the fans are called
“the 12th man.” In Banana
Ball, the fans are literally the
10th fielder -- if one of them
catches a foul ball on the fly,
the batter is out.

“Whoever wants to know
the heart and mind of Ameri-
ca,” the French-American his-
torian Jacques Barzun famous-
ly wrote, “had better learn
baseball.”

Intellectuals aren’t going to
rhapsodize about Banana Ball,
but it says something about
America, too. Its popular-
ity shows how much we prize
speed, constant entertainment
and, oh yeah, viral moments
on social media (which Banana
Ball provides in abundance).
Kids, in particular, love it.

Banana Ball isn’t a sacrilege
against the game, any more
than wiffle ball or beer-league
softball are. It is a populariza-
tion of baseball and advertise-
ment for it, demonstrating
how a game that is perceived
as dull and uneventful can be
the occasion for rollicking fun.

We won’t be arguing de-
cades from now about who

See Lowry, page 11
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Photo by.Samone Rankings
City
ambassadors

City of West Haven Al-
lingtown Fire Commissioner
Michelle Mays, (far left) and
Allingtown Volunteer Fire-
fighter Steven R. Mullins (at-
tended the swearing-In cer-
emony of Hamden Fire Chief
Shelly L. Carter (Center) last
week. The ceremony was his-
tory making for Hamden, as
Carter is the first woman and
first black fire chief in the
100 years of the department.
Both Mullins and Mays are
members of West Haven's
Black Heritage Committee.

Registration
now open for
new students

The West Haven School
System is conducting reg-
istration online for new

eemation, i neoteay DO YOU NEED PRESCHOOL FOR YOUR CHILD?
Parents or guardians look-

ing for registration infor-
mation or to register a

child should go to www.

whschools.or and click on i Head
”regiStration” in the tOp West Haven Community House @ @ I Sf’;!:f
blue border. The two-step - :

process requires (Step 1)

E:frelztass ?? ;ifpéﬁrofﬁliﬁ If you: West Haven Community House
birth certificate. Within 24 > Live in West Haven - EI-IIeaSotI Sti\rtN Prct)gHram N
hours (Step 2')1 Farentlg re- > Have a 3-5 year-old child (2”‘0 3)r9e§4,_52§i Mot
celive an email rom OWwW- . . .

erSchool@whschools.ore., > Have SNAP or m(_ae_t income guidelines

with instructions to create > You may be ellglble!

you Parent Portal account,

and complete the registra- .
tion process. If it does not What is Head Start?

appear in your inbox, check | | Head Start is a federally funded comprehensive
the junk/spam folder for the . . . .
omail. school readiness program providing a high quality,

Two forms of residency early learning environment to prepare children for

are requ”"e,d to complete success in school and in life.
the process: a current home

mortgage statement or lease o
showing the name of the Head Start Highlights:

lessee and tenant’s name, _ Y

along with landlord’s name > Free part-day program, sliding scale fee for full

and phone number; and a day Full Day | .

current (with 30 days) util- > Services provided to chidren with special © Classes open yearroun

ity bill, gas,electric, phone, d e 7:30am-—5:30pm

cable or water. The district neeas _ . Part Day

does not accept a driver’s » Care4Kids certificates accepted e 8:00am - 2:00pm or 9:00am — 3:00pm
hrough mid

i i : e Late Augustt id-J

license, bank or credit card > Breakfast, lunch and snack provided ate August through mid-June

statement, insurance, tax
bill or other documents not
listed above.

Medical documentation

S e ey For More Information, call (203) 934-5221 x 135
erints or report conde or apply online at www.whcommunityhouse.org

if applicable, and a copy
of IEP or 504 plan if appli-
cable.

For grades 9-12, parent
should call West Haven
High School, (203) 937-4360,
ext. 80008, or email Robin-
Lublin@whschools.org.
For grades 7 and 8, Bailey
Middle School (203) 937-

oo

See Registration,
page 13 Scan code for information
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Remembering Savin Rock

The annual Savin Rock Festival evokes memo-
ries — fading though they are with the years — of the
amusement park that put West Haven on the map.
Begun as a resort area with fine restaurants and
shore attractions, it followed the national amuse-
ment park craze of the 1880s and 1890s up until the
1920s, an era that saw many such areas come to na-
tional attention. The postcards shown here are from
the 1890s and 1900s as well as the 1940s and 1950s,
considered its golden age.

* Evergreen Cemetery & Crematory
We’re Here When You Need Us!

» Cremation (Choose to be cremated at Evergreen.)

» Columbarium in the Most Beautiful Cremation Garden A BRI ""‘&.:5? * o
» Reserve your Niche in a secure location pre-need. WEs A B ;ﬂ_t_iillﬁg; 'HMH

* Reserve a Niche for family and friends or purchase a Niche T e LT Al N B R
at-need to safely secure your loved one in the Columbarium. . i "

» Burial Lots (infant, single, two-grave, or four-grave)

* Monuments & Markers (black, gray, or pink granite)

» Flower program (single or multiple placement)

* All orders can be placed at the Evergreen office or on the
website.

769 Ella T. Grasso Boulevard, New Haven CT 06519
203.624.5505 or evergreencem.org
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Festival: Concerts highlight annual event

Continued from page 1

the Surfside public housing complex at 200 Oak St., and in the
municipal lot at 6 Rock St., the former Savin Rock Conference
Center. Parking is also available at West Haven High School, 1
McDonough Plaza.

Handicapped parking is available in the municipal lot on
Altschuler Plaza, off Captain Thomas Boulevard.

The festival will open at 5 p.m. Friday with a greeting by Borer
and a performance of the national anthem.

WOW Radio personality Brian Smith will serve as the “ring-
master” of ceremonies for an unprecedented eighth time.

From 6-7:30 p.m., the Rum Runners, “one of Connecticut’s
most popular cover bands where the party never ends,” will
play a high-energy set of “the best classic and new music out
there,” followed by The Stevie Experience from 8-10 p.m.

Day 2 will kick off at 9 a.m. Saturday with the Rotary Club’s
free pancake breakfast, followed by the Department of Parks
and Recreation’s bocce tournament at 11 a.m.

For the first time, the festival will offer helicopter rides for $50
per person. From 10 a.m. to dusk, the five-minute rides will take
off from a cordoned-off grass area off Oak Street, adjacent to the
Jimmies restaurant parking lot, and will fly up and down the
West Haven shoreline.

City police officers will have a bicycle safety table and hand
out bike helmets and locks while supplies last.

Firefighters of the West Haven Fire Department, led by Fire
Marshal Roger Sicotte, will demonstrate the department’s 35-
foot smoke trailer and show children what to do in case of a fire.
Sicotte will also have a fire safety and public education table
with informational materials.

From 1-2:30 p.m., the second annual Great Bartender Race
will provide nonstop fun and laughs on Oak Street Beach, with
teams of four competing in relays of skill to determine West Ha-
ven’s best mixologists.

From 1:30-3 p.m., the Savin Rock Theatre Company will pres-
ent a performance by Broadway singers on the main stage.

From 2-4 p.m., children’s activities will fill the Grove, includ-
ing face painting and henna tattoos. Bocce the Clown will inter-
act with kids around the park.

From 3-4 p.m., the inaugural cornhole tournament will pit
West Haven'’s finest against the city’s bravest, a no-holds-barred
contest that is sure to become a festival staple.

At 3:45 p.m., West Haven firefighters will demonstrate the
Jaws of Life tool by prying open parts of a vehicle to free those
trapped inside.

Members of West Haven Professional Firefighters Local 1198
will hold their annual fundraiser for the Muscular Dystrophy
Association. All proceeds will benefit MDA, including sales
from beverages, popcorn and chips and ticket sales from a
bounce house, a dunk tank, a speed pitch and raffles.

From 4-5 p.m., Middle Eastern dancing by Viva! Dance takes
over the concrete pad in front of the stage.

From 6-8 p.m., the Voices of Rock will perform an electrifying
classic rock tribute show featuring the powerhouse voice and
captivating stage presence of Sean Byrne, the lead singer of last
year’s festival tribute band, the Foreigner Journey Experience.

VOR will take audiences on a nostalgic journey through the
iconic anthems of rock legends Styx, Foreigner, Starship Led
Zeppelin, Journey and Queen. From the soaring melodies of
Journey’s “Don’t Stop Believin™ to the heart-pounding riffs of
Led Zeppelin’s “Whole Lotta Love,” the show not only pays
homage to the greatest hits but celebrates the spirit of rock 'n’
roll. With a talented backing band, stunning visuals and an im-
mersive experience, VOR will deliver an unforgettable night
filled with classic tunes and crowd favorites, inviting fans to
sing along and relive the glory days of rock music.

From 8-10 p.m., Kishman’s McCartney tribute show will en-
tertain festivalgoers with an energetic set of hits culled from
Macca’s timeless catalog.

Hailed as “the quintessential Paul McCartney,” Kishman has
performed to audiences worldwide for 40 years and is regarded
by “Beatlemaniacs” as the world’s best McCartney look- and
sound-alike. From the Beatles favorites that fans know and love
to the Wings hits and the solo material, there is something for
everyone in Kishman’s multimedia show, which is supported
by world-class musicians.

West Haven's flagship festival was established in 1982 by the
Chamber of Commerce — initially under the direction of Brian
M. Stone, David Gesler and Michael Shiner and thereafter by
John L. Perrone and his wife, Mary Perrone — to bring organi-
zations, clubs, businesses and families together for a summer
event that celebrates life in one of America’s oldest maritime
communities.

From the dawn of the Savin Rock House hotel in 1838, the
Rock had long been a resort hub until it was officially incorpo-
rated as an amusement park. on Memorial Day 1925.

1HE MUSIC OF FAUL MCUARTNEY

Featuring Tony Kis hman

L —

Publicity Photos

Live and Let Die: The Music of Paul McCartney, featuring vocalist Tony Kishman of the
Broadway musical “Beatlemania,” will headline Day 2 of the Savin Rock Festival at 8 p.m.
Saturday in Old Grove Park, 1 Palace St. From the Beatles favorites that fans know and love to
the Wings hits and the solo material, there is something for everyone in Kishman’s multimedia
show, which is supported by world-class musicians. The rest of the Old Grove Park lineup in-
cludes: The Stevie Experience, performing a tribute to the “music, story and legacy” of Stevie
Nicks, will headline Day 1 of the Savin Rock Festival at 8 p.m. Friday. The Rum Runners, “one
of Connecticut’s most popular cover bands where the party never ends,” will kick off Day 1
of the Savin Rock Festival at 6 p.m. The Voices of Rock, featuring the dynamic vocals of Sean
Byrne performing the anthems of classic rock, will kick off Day 2 at 6 p.m. Saturday.
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Photos courtesy of WHCDC
Outdoor fun

Youngster as the West Haven Child Development Center in
the Johnson Community Center building have made sure the
summer sun and warm weather becomes a time for fun outside
and inside. Clockwise from right -- Maverick Boone, Eloise
Josef, Theo Correia-Angis, and Dante Manes all close to 3 yrs
old are having some fun water time inside. Halle Haynes and
Nova Wright both 2 yrs old dancing on a sensory mat. Leoni-
das Rojas1.5 yrs old and Nova Wright 2yrs old playingin the
gym on scooters. Cole Santino 4yrs old blowing bubbles and
Uriah Boone 5 yrs old also blowing bubbles. Hayden 5 yrs old
making BIG bubbles.

WE'RE HERE TO HELP YOU
SAVE $ ON YOUR ENERGY

Contact us for a custom quote on your
electric and/ or natural gas.

** e,  We'll also let you know if you qualify

W, for a FREE energy audit.

Contact:

MICHAEL HORT

Ph: 203

Condanions

CT DCP Registration HCA-QO0807

Home care by Aides and Companions can be a low cost alternative to more
expensive assisted living programs. We work to ensure our clients stay safe and
healthy at home. We can help to identify needs before they become difficult and
expensive to resolve.

Unlike most home care agencies, Aides and Companions Personal Care Aides receive
rmonthly “in-service” training to help keep their skills honed. Most are graduates of
state-certified training programs as well.

OUR SERVICES

Live-In Care Showering - Dressing Assistance

Daily/Weekly Visits Doctor's Visits

Owvernight Care Respite Care

Activities of Daily Living Long Term - Short Term Service
CT Agency on Aging Provider

65 Elm St, West Haven info@Aidesandcompanions.com

(203) 777-1234 Aidesandcompanions.com
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Behind the stacks

Continued from page 5

with representatives from the
American Job Center. Chat for
a few minutes, grab a business
card or flyer, or ask as many
questions as you have. You
can learn about this valuable
resource and the various ser-
vices they offer to anyone on
the hunt for a job.

The West Haven Prevention
Council will hold two after-
noon sessions (July 22 and 29)
to chat with parents, caregiv-
ers, and youths about preven-
tion education and resources.
Finally, on July 31, join Linda
Pilgrim from Webster Bank
as she hosts a presentation on
spotting scammer fraud and
some easy ways to protect
yourself from these kinds of
attacks.

We encourage our Westies
to take advantage of these free
resources to help inform and
educate our community!

While we take pride in pro-
viding free informational re-

sources for West Haven, we
also would be remiss if we
didn’t also seek to provide
fun, recreational activities for
our citizens as well! Join us
for an all-ages Movie Night
on July 29, where we will be
showing a screening of Snow
White (2025)-light refresh-
ments will be provided for this
event! There is also still space
left for kids grade 6 through 12
to sign up for our Video Game
Club, hosted by Matthew
Yanarella of MyProduction-
sCT-challenge your friends to
your favorite Nintendo Switch
games, test out a virtual reality
headset, and enjoy some tasty
snacks!

Speaking of gaming, our
Reference and Circulation De-
partment at Main have made
sure adults can getin on the fun
of this year’s Summer Read-
ing theme, “Level Up at Your
Library”! Our Adult Summer
Reading Challenge is in full
swing; stop by either branch to

pick up a CandyLand inspired
board game (complete with
spinner) where player com-
plete challenges to finish the
game board and be entered to
win a prize!

In addition to this, we have
two back-to-back game nights
scheduled for adults in Au-
gust. On the evening of Aug.
6, join us for some video gam-
ing fun complete with Smash
Bros, game tournaments, and
cosplay! On the next evening,
enjoy a variety of card and
board games-feel free to bring
your favorite game to play!

As a reminder, don’t forget
to try out our new free app-Li-
braries Online-where you can
get notifications about your
books, search for titles, place
holds, renew loans, check
your account, and much more!
Until next time, Westies... stay
cool, read, play, and remem-
ber your friendly neighbor-
hood library is always here for
you!
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WHEAT is now open Mondays too.

Our pantry is open:
Monday - 5:00-7:00 pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday - 2:00-4:30 pm.

All CT residents are welcome, no appointment needed.

Photo IDs and proof of address are not required. Visitors
can come once a month to receive food and should bring
their own grocery bags if possible.

WHEAT is looking for dedicated and compassionate
volunteers to work in our pantry!
If interested email: volunteer@wheatpantry.org

WHEAT

674 Washington Ave., West Haven
info@wheatpantry.org

Lowry: Banana Ball joy

Continued from page 6
was the best Banana Ball player of this era. We can enjoy the
spectacle all the same.

The supposed inventor of baseball, Abner Doubleday, got
much right. So, who can blame him for not realizing how much
the game could be enhanced by adding musical numbers and
having pitchers throw from trampolines?

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2025 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Registration: Parent information

Continued from page 7

4380, ext. 8000, or email KaraNieves@whschools.org. For
grades 5-6, Carrigan Intermediate School, (2030 937-4390,
ext. 8000, or email ChrisKehoe@whschools.org. For K-4, call
(203) 937-4300, or email whregsitration@whschools.org.

For in-person assistance with registration for all city
schools, visit West Haven High School, 1 McDonough Plaza,
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. July 29, 30, 31; Aug. 5,6, and 7, or Aug.
12,13, 14.

Those needing any further information should call the Ed-
ucation Department, (203) 937-4300.

Legal Notice

Members of the public are invited to

CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORTATION

VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATION
MEETING

State Project No. 0156-0185
Replacement of Bridge No. 00331 Carrying
U.S. Route 1 over West River
in West Haven and New Haven

Wednesday, July 30, 2025, 6:00 p.m.

Learn More & Register:
portal.ct.gov/DOTWestHaven0156-0185

The purpose of this meeting is to provide the community with an
opportunity to learn about the proposed project and allow an open
discussion of any views and comments concerning the proposed
improvements. A Question and Answer (Q&A) session will imme-
diately follow the presentation.

This project will improve the bridge’s safety and the hydraulic
performance with a full bridge replacement.

Right-of-way impacts are anticipated, with temporary and perma-
nent easements on the north side and permanent easements on the
south side of U.S. Route 1.

Construction is expected to begin spring 2028 based on the avail-
ability of funding, acquisition of rights of way, and approval of per-
mit(s). The estimated construction cost for this project is approx-
imately $21 million. This project is anticipated to be undertaken
with 80 percent Federal funds and 20 percent State funds.

Members of the public can submit comments and questions during
two-week public comment period following meeting. Direct com-
ments and questions by Wednesday, August 13, 2025, to
DOTProject0156-0185@ct.gov or (860) 594-2020, or
Francisco Fadul at francisco.fadul@ct.gov or (860) 594-2078.

ACCESSIBILITY

Non-English translation options will be available on Zoom. The
recording will also be posted the following the meeting in the
list of CTDOT virtual public meetings at
portal.ct.gov/ctdotVPIMarchive.

For limited internet access, call (877) 853-5257 with Meeting ID
896 5986 1057. Project information can be mailed within one week
by contacting Francisco Fadul at francisco.fadul@ct.gov or
(860) 594-2078.

For hearing/speech disabilities, dial 711 for Telecommunications
Relay Services (TRS). Request language assistance from CTDOT’s
Language Assistance at (860) 594-2109 at least five business days
before meeting.
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Historlan’s corner

The Bilco Company

“American inventiveness, and
the desire to build developed be-
cause we were guaranteed the
right to own our success.” Rand
Paul

George W. Lyons, Sr., was
born in New Haven in 1894,
and initially received formal
education only up through the
eighth grade. Following that,
he worked as an apprentice in
an iron and steel mill. He was
then able to resume his educa-
tion through evening courses
at Yale Business School; in
addition, he took correspon-
dence courses in engineering.
Whether he knew it or not, he
was laying the foundation for
what would be his great suc-
cess.

In the mid-1920s, after gain-
ing considerable experience

in the architectural iron busi-
ness, Lyons decided to go into
business for himself, for he
had recognized an unfulfilled
opportunity that he was pre-
pared and equipped to capi-
talize on: The wooden base-
ment entrance to his house
was peeling and rotting and
continually in need of mainte-
nance and repair. What could
he do to solve this problem
and make a living from the so-
lution? After experimenting
with a braking press, welding
torch and some twelve-gauge
sheet steel, he had produced
a prototype of the metal out-
side basement door which is
so commonplace today! As a
direct result the Bilco Compa-
ny was incorporated in 1926,
and production began imme-

diately.

During the Great Depres-
sion, Bilco’s workforce was
reduced to Lyons and his two
sons. In that period of semi-
idleness, product improve-
ments were developed: Lyons
added and patented safety de-
vices and improved the over-
all sophistication of the door
design itself. Also, by design,
Bilco doors were intended to
be installed by contractors or
even by the home handyman,
and this strengthened their po-
sition in the market. By now,
imitators had come along to
provide “me-too” products,
but they could not compare
with the more advanced Bilco
products—thus Bilco main-
tained their products’ position
as leader in their field.

As World War II drew to a
close, Bilco realized significant

growth and outgrew their
New Haven location. Thus,
in 1953, Bilco moved into a
new, much larger manufactur-
ing facility on Water Street in
West Haven. That building,
formerly owned by the de-
funct Steelcraft Power Boats,
offered five times the previous
floor space available to Bilco
and promised to be Bilco’s for
many years to come.

Bilco remained a family op-
eration for decades, and today
has relocated back to New Ha-
ven, after a stay in West Ha-
ven totaling 62 years. During
that period, many West Haven
families found employment
and livelihood within the
walls of The Bilco Company.

We wish to thank Debra
Blevins for her considerable help
in telling this story.
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Dan Shine is a columnist for
the West Haven Voice, and
local history buff

The Bilco Company was
one of the oldest and larg-
est employers in the city and
had its headquarters on Wa-
ter Street. The companyleft
the city after 62 years when
the ill-fated Haven project
purchased the land, and no
alternate site was found for
the firm. Today, ithe areais a
vacant area awaiting an an-
nouncement by the Haven
Group as io its future.

In this age of corporate-owned funeral homes,
we are a family owned and operated
establishment, proudly serving our community
since 1965.

We provide a level of dignity, respect, personal
care and attention to detail that is second-to-
none. Inyour time of need, allow us to honor

your loved one — not because this is our
business, but because this is our way of life.

Celia Pinzi & James Stricker

Pre—Arrangements & Pre—Financing Available
662 Savin Avenue, West Haven, CT 06516 - Phone: (203) 934-7921

Email: office@westhavenfuneral.com - www.westhavenfuneral.com
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Oppose attempts toward ‘California Way’

By Kerry Jackson
and Tim Anaya

Congress recently voted to give Californians wea-
ry of expensive government green energy burdens
relief from the state’s electric vehicle mandate and its
stricter-than-the-rest-of-the-country emissions stan-
dards.

You'd think Gov. Gavin Newsom and other offi-
cials would look for an off-ramp upon hearing this
news to avoid the inevitable crash they have orches-
trated. But they not only ripped right on by the exit,
they rushed east toward Interstate 80.

Newsom has joined a new coalition with other
states to spread the “California Way” across the Sier-
ras. Like Newsom, the other governors in this group
want to take away your choice to drive a more af-
fordable gas-powered ride, force you to drive a much
more expensive electric vehicle, and outlaw oil and
gas production coast to coast. Drivers in other states
should beware.

“We are firm and committed in our efforts to con-
tinue our leadership in the state of California,” New-
som said at a recent press conference, while state At-
torney General Rob Bonta declared that “California
will not stand idly by” after Congress voted to give
Californians a break from the high costs of driving.

The three congressional resolutions President Don-
ald Trump signed will hamper the state’s decades-
old habit of making its own emissions rules.

Ed. Note: Bill Conlan is a longtime tax preparer who
has assessed the changes in tax requirements under the
Big, Beutiful Bill, signed into law earlier this month. A
contributor to the Voice, he offers what he has learned.

President Donald Trump signed “Big, Beauti-
ful Bill into law two weeks ago, and it made many
changes to the tax code for this year and many years
to come. I will attempt to cover many of the impor-
tant changes for this year, and just mention that other
changes are in store for other years.

One timely change for this year is the sunsetting of
all green energy credits (storm windows and doors,
air conditioners, furnace, hot water heaters, etc,) are
all scheduled to be eliminated at the end of this year
in 2025.

The extension of reduced income tax rates due
to TCJA which were scheduled to expire after
12/31/2025, are now extended and will remain in ef-
fect at this time.

The standard deduction for MFJ is increased from
$30,000 to $31,500 , and for single filers it is increased
from $15,000 to $15, 750.

The personal exemption amount of $4,050 is now
permanent, although not allowed by any taxpayer or
dependents, except for the new senior deduction of
$6,000 for each taxpayer or $12,000 on a joint return
for any taxpayer reaching age 65 before the end of
2025.

Behind a placard that read “Trump’s GOP Is Mak-
ing California Smoggy Again,” Newsom complained
that California is under “attack” so that companies
can “pollute more.”

“This is all about polluters being able to pollute
more — big oil buying off politicians,” he said.

Let’s stop right there, governor. Today’s internal-
combustion engines aren’t emission-free, but they are
close. “New passenger vehicles are 98-99% cleaner
for most tailpipe pollutants compared to the 1960s,”
says the federal Environmental Protection Agency.

Newsom also ignores the fact that his policies will
curb refinery production. Two major state refineries
will shutter for good in the coming year. A recent
USC study estimates the closures will raise gasoline
prices in California to as much as $8.25 per gallon.
At arecent hearing, state environmental officials con-
ceded that they don’t review the impact of gas regu-
lations on consumers.

No kidding.

California is determined to make its emissions
standards the national standard. And if Newsom has
his way, gasoline will become unaffordable to mil-
lions.

Newsom announced 11 states are part of the Af-
fordable Clean Cars Coalition, which says it's com-
mitted “to safeguarding Americans’ fundamental
right to clean air.” The other 10 states might be con-
vinced that following the California way will give

The child tax credit of $2,000 per child is now in-
creased to $2,200.

The limitation of certain deduction for state and
local taxes (SALT) of $10,000 is now increased to
$40,000, with some eligibility requirements of MAGI
not over $500,000 or 250,000 for single taxpayers.
This change will allow many more taxpayers to item-
ize now.

The new no tax on tips provision allows taxpayers
to deduct tips from taxable income with certain caps
of $25,000 per year, and phases out with MAGI of
$150,000 for individuals and $300,000 for joint filers.

The new no tax on overtime is allowed with a cap
of $12,500 for single filers and $25,000 for joint fil-
ers, and the deduction is reduced if MAGI exceeds
$150,000 for single and $300,000 for married taxpay-
ers. This is an above the line deduction and taxpay-
ers do not have to itemize to take advantage of this
deduction.

There is a new deductible car loan interest deduc-
tion, and the VIN must be included. The deduction
is capped at $10,000, with a phaseout of $100,000 for
single or $200,000 for joint filers. This deduction is
also available to non-itemizers.

The new bill allows for mortgage interest deduc-
tions which were scheduled to expire this year, and
also allows mortgage insurance premiums (PMI) to
be deductible.

off cool vibes and boost their green street cred, but it
will translate into higher costs and fewer choices for
consumers.

Research from the Pacific Research Institute bears
this out. Seventy-nine percent of taxpayer-funded
electric car subsidies are claimed by households
making more than $100,000 per year. Meanwhile,
California will be 21% short of the power needed to
meet demand each day once both the state’s gas car
ban and 100% renewable energy mandates are on the
books in 2045.

The state’s green mandates impose 56% higher
electricity costs on Californians than the national av-
erage despite state residents using 34% less energy.
And taxpayers and ratepayers will be stuck with a
bill upward of $20,000 per household to fund the cost
of the green transition.

Drivers want affordable energy and more car-
buying choices. When policymakers propose having
your state follow the California way on green en-
ergy, give them the message that we’ve been there,
done that, and it costs too much.

Kerry Jackson is the William Clement fellow in Califor-
nia reform at the Pacific Research Institute. Tim Anaya is
PRI’s vice president of marketing and communications.
They are co-authors of The California Left Coast Survi-
vor’s Guide. This piece was originally published in the
Washington Examiner.

Folks on Spokes

Bridges Healthcare’s Folks on Spokes &
Step Forward Ride and Walk fundraising
event will be held on Sunday, Sept. 14, from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. starting at Fowler Field in
downtown Milford.Participants of all ages
can choose from several scenic CT coastline
routes in Milford and West Haven including
5-, 10-, 20- or 40-mile rides for cyclists and a
5K for walkers. This family-friendly event
includes activities for kids, music, lunch,
and a special remembrance ceremony to hon-
or lives lost to suicide and overdose.

Early bird registration discounts are avail-
able through Aug. 17. After that, advanced
registration fees are $50 per cyclist, $35 per
walker, $15 for kids under 18 (includes a free
T-shirt). Children 6 and under are free.

Event sponsorships are available. For more
information or to register, visit https://bit.ly/
BridgesRideWalk2025.

Tax requirements under new law discussed

The bill also allows for Trump accounts for persons
under 18. A one time $1,000 deposit will be made
to the account, however any distributions cannot be
made before age.

The adoption credit has been made refundable,
meaning it can now reduce income tax liability to
zero if needed.

Certain treatment of disaster related casualty loss-
es has been updated to include state sponsored casu-
alty losses and is effective after July 4, 2025.

Many other changes have been included in this
bill, affecting enhanced child and dependent tax
credits, enhanced charitable deductions, enhanced
teacher deductions, enhanced 529 deductions, en-
hanced AMT deductions, enhanced moving expens-
es, changes to gambling winnings, changes to stu-
dent loans, and changes to the premium tax credit,
however they are not included here because they do
not affect this filing year.

This bill represents a significant change in your
taxes for this filing season, with provisions that af-
fect nearly every taxpayer, including low income,
seniors, and self-employed individuals. It includes
many above the line deductions, and will require
many changes to the tax forms and schedules that
were in effect last year, and I will update you during
the year as needed.

Bill Conlan 203-934-9525
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CARE GIVER IN WEST HAVEN
Two minutes from bus stop, 2 or 3 days per week. $17/hour.

Call 203-508-3672.

Salome’s Stars

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
Your honesty is, as always, admira-
ble. But you might want to be more
tactful when discussing a sensitive
issue with a family member. Re-
member, you can give advice with-
out giving offense.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) An
unexpected workplace snag should
be handled quickly and efficiently
so that it leaves you time for family
get-togethers. Also, you might soon
get a long-sought apology.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
Aspects favor family matters, es-
pecially where children might be
involved. Spending time with loved
ones helps restore some much-
needed balance to your typically
busy schedule.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
A seemingly clear-cut agreement
might not be quite so straightfor-
ward after all. Recheck for language
that could make you liable for hid-
den costs and other unpleasant sur-

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Care-
ful, Kitty! It's better to deal with
someone with proven reliabil-
ity than a big talker who promises
much but can’t confirm that they
will deliver. Meanwhile, your social
life really zings this weekend.

VIRGO (August 23 to September
22) Your matchmaking skills are at
peak performance levels -- both in
helping to staff workplace teams for
upcoming projects and for bringing
people together on a more personal
basis.

LIBRA (September 23 to Octo-
ber 22) You're finally seeing some
progress with your new venture,
but be prepared for it to continue at
a slower pace than you're used to.
Meanwhile, a loved one could be
preparing a surprise.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) A family member’s success
pulls you into the spotlight as well.
Enjoy it, but don’t let it overshadow
or otherwise obstruct what you're

AMC LANDSCAPING
Lawn care and garding
tilling, along with yard main-
tenance. Reasonable rates.
Call Arturo, (203) 619-4938.

ects.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22
to December 21) Using what you
already know might not be quite
enough to get a proposed project
off the ground. Look for any new
information that might help tilt the
scales in your favor.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to
January 19) Good news! While a
changing workplace environment
can be daunting for some, it could
be the challenge you've been hop-
ing for. If so, confront it with confi-
dence and move on.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Feb-
ruary 18) It’s a good time to recheck
travel arrangements for any chang-
es that could work to your advan-
tage. Aspects also favor strengthen-
ing and restoring old, fraying rela-
tionships.

PISCES (February 19 to March
20) Using your intuitive reason-
ing helps you cut right through the
double talk and straight to what’s

RON DUGAY
PAVING

Driveways, Parking Lots, Seal Coating
Pothole Repairs
Serving all West Haven
203-901-9486

Our Menu Includes:
Salads, Grinders,
Wraps, Burgers,

Pasta. Greek Iltems

Dine In or Take Out

- L

Preakfast - LLII‘IC.I'I - Dinner
Try Our Omelettes - Starting at $5.00!

142 Campbell Ave
(203) 934-4407
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e
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Open at 7 am
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(800) 224-2128 BAYBROOK

REMODELERS, INC.

Foam Filled Frame

PRIME

SERIES

........................................................... SCREEN
I" Dual Pane

) Laminated | °
Solid Color exteriors = IntelliGlass N
- _ - NORTHERN
' ‘ INSULATION (U-VALUE)
Sentry System Multi-Function [— L' ]
White Black Bronze Locking Hardware FLEXSCREEN@ _:

Full Screen SOLAR HEAT GAIN COEFFICIENT

.......................................... GRID OPTION ceessseerstresvirnsnraesecnnreennotennae

Colonial Perimeter Prairie Valance o Shadow grooved sash welds replicate the look of mitered wood corners

I ) §mm———n . .
. .. I - I I-I l ... o Biomaxx composite locks and keepers that are 50% stronger than standard hardware

o One of the strongest window warranties available including accidental glass breakage
[} o]

:!' 'EI T-—i o Foam filled frame
T . dsare ® Reinforced meeting rail
" ’ laced between the glass locked into

® Dual push-button night latches

o Multi chambered vinyl construction for superior strength and thermal efficiency

BAYBRUUK In Business Since 1992

REMDDELERS, INC. v Work Performed by Employees on Staff

/ On Staff State Licensed Building

CT LIC # 554001 | MALIC # 09104610 Inspector to Pull All Permits
FULLY INSURED

West Haven, CT Fairfield, CT

824 Boston Post Road 1700 Post Road

West Haven, CT 06516 Fairfield, CT 06824 I —
baybrookremodelers.com erif? %% EE SMFGIA &=

(800) 224-2128 —~

v 24 Hour Live Receptionist!

NEW HAVEN REGISTER
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Fenestration & Glazing
Industry Alliance MADE
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LIVE MUSIC:

RumR nnnnnn
The Ste 1 e Experien
of Rock
L stD

fB tleman

H\M .CityofWestHaven/SavinRockFestival.com uring To ry Mistion

[ MUSIC LINEUP

Friday
5.P.M. FESTIVAL STARTS

6 P.M. RUM RUNNERS

8 P.M. THE STEVIE EXPERIENCE
(STEVIE NICKS TRIBUTE )

SATURDAY

1:30 P.M. SAVIN ROCK
THEATRE COMPANY

6 P.M. VOICES OF ROCK
8 P.M. LIVE AND LET DIE

\
4
FOOD TRUCKS

FREE INFLATABLE PARK

FACE PAINTING
BOCCE THE CLOWN

.

hYZ

(PAUL MCARTNEY TRIBUTE)

KEY EVENTS |

THINGSTODO

SATURDAY

9 A.M. ROTARY CLUB PANCAKE
BREAKFAST (NO COST)

10 A.M. - DUSK HELICOPTER

RIDES
$50 PER PERSON

1P.M. GREAT BARTENDER RACE
OAK ST. BEACH

3 P.M. CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT
WHPD VS WHFD

3:45 P.M. JAWS OF LIFE
DEMONSTRATION

4

-

J
BEER GARDEN |
FRIDAY 5-9 P.M.

SATURDAY 12-9 P.M.

N

21+

4




