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Courts reopen
at Painter Park
with new twist

By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice

Dorinda Borer cut a “Westie blue” ribbon with members of
the West Haven High School boys and girls tennis teams, city
officials, neighbors, and project contractors to celebrate the of-
ficial opening of Painter Park’s new tennis and -- a new twist
-- pickleball courts, July 29. The ribbon-cutting brought out a
gathering of enthusiasts as well as city officials.

Joined by City Council members Anne Heffernan (D-1), and
Gary Donovan (D-4), Borer and Department of Parks and Rec-
reation employees handed out pickleball paddles, tennis rackets
and balls, all sponsored by Hinding Tennis LLC of West Haven,
which built the tennis and pickleball courts.

Before the ribbon-cutting, Borer opened the ceremony with
remarks praising the $1 million recreation project, paid for by
American Rescue Plan Act funds.

“This park is a source of pride for us and is part of the fabric
of our community,” the mayor said. “Thank you for making a
better place for the city of West Haven.”

Borer commended Parks and Recreation Director Mark E.
Paine Jr. for his leadership in helping to bring the project to frui-
tion and for the lion’s share of the work carried out by his team
in the summer months.

“I am very excited to open these courts up,” said Paine, whose
department operates the Kelsey Avenue courts, which will re-
main open from sunrise to sunset until Park-Rec implements a
new online permit process.

He thanked Borer for finally moving the needle to put ARPA
funds to use across the city and for getting the project done.

Painter Park’s original triple-tiered clay tennis courts were
built nearly a century ago, in 1928, and had fallen into disrepair.

Paine said the new complex is composed of four posttension
concrete tennis courts to increase playability and longevity. The
two front courts are also lined for two pickleball courts, the com-
plex’s first.

Along with the courts, the project includes proper drainage,
benches and vinyl-coated chain-link fencing.

In addition, two lower courts are paved with asphalt to create
a street hockey/soccer space and a multiuse surface, Paine said.

Borer was joined by girls tennis coach Mike Barraco, captain
Michelle Ceja, and players Diana Morales, Martha Agustin, Joc-
elyn Otero, Angelina Torres and Caitlin Pinedo.

The mayor was also joined by boys tennis coach Justin Went-
worth, co-captains Adam Chouiki and Daniel Davis, and player

See Courts, page 13
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Mayor Dorinda Borer cuts the ribbon with members of the West Haven High school boys

and girls tennis teams, city officials, neighbors, and project contractors to celebrate the official

opening of Painter Park’s new tennis and pickleball courts July 29. Members of the West Ha-
ven High School boys tennis team play a doubles match on the new Painter Park courts.
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Teresa McKenna Age 4, a student at the West Haven Child
Development Center, pictures a beautiful summer day on an
island on Long Island Sound.
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On this Date

2008 -- War Between Rus-
sia and Georgia Breaks Out.
The conflict began over South
Ossetia and Abkhazia, two
breakaway regions of Geor-
gia. The war ended with Rus-
sian victory and with Georgia
losing parts of South Ossetia
and Abkhazia to Russia.

1998 -- Coordinated bomb
attacks in American embas-
sies in Dar es Salaam, Tanza-
nia and Nairobi, Kenya kill
over 200 people. Responsibil-
ity for the twin attacks in the
capital cities was taken by an
Al-Qaeda affiliate Egyptian Is-
lamic Jihad.

1974 -- Daredevil Walks
a High Wire Between Twin
Towers of the World Trade
Center. French high-wire art-
ist Philippe Petit, who was 24
years old at the time, walked
8 times across a high wire
between the two towers in
45 minutes. The high wire
was was 1,350 feet from the
ground.

1782 -- George Washington
Institutes the Purple Heart.
In 1932, it was decided that
the award would be given to
those wounded or killed while
serving in the Armed Forces.
Aug. 7 is annually observed as
Purple Heart Day.
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Peace Pole

“May Peace Prevail On Earth.”

This is the message proclaimed on the Peace Pole planted by
The Rotary Club of West Haven in Oak Grove Park near the
boardwalk. If you have not seen it yet go check it out! Look
for a white four sided pole with black lettering depicting this
motto for peace in eight different languages.

The Peace Pole Project, a global movement initiated in Ja-
pan by Masahisa Goi in 1955, aims to spread the message “
May Peace Prevail On Earth” through the installation of Peace
Poles worldwide, serving as a symbol of peace and goodwill.

Dennis Wong co-founder of Rotary Action Group for Peace
has stated that the goals of Rotary reflect the peaceful aims of
rejecting fear, hate, violence and war and promoting safety,
prosperity and quality of life for everybody in the world.

He sees the Rotary Code of Conduct as a guide to peace-
building.
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Borer to run unopposed in November ballot

As expected, the West Ha-
ven Democratic Town Com-
mittee unanimously endorsed
Mayor Dorinda Borer for a
second term during its July
caucus. The former Board of
Education member and state
representative is in the final
months of her inaugural term
and has a string of successes
that puts her in a strong posi-
tion for re-election. And that
re-election might come with-
out much of a fight.

The Republican Town Com-

mittee failed to nominate a
candidate for the mayoral
spot, putting Borer in the po-
sition of running unopposed,
a feat that has occurred in the
past when the top spot was
held by another Borer, H.
Richard Borer, Jr.

The mayor's record was
front and center during the
nomination session with town
committee member Sarah
Ackbarali kicking off the nom-
ination highlighting Borer’s
success in rebuilding trust in

MAYOR DORINDA BORER

government,  strengthening
the city’s finances, reignite
economic development proj-
ects, fund education, bring
in qualified teams and invest
heavily in resources to sup-
port public safety. Kathleen
Tucker seconded the nomina-
tion, focusing on Borer’s ef-
forts on quality-of-life issues
by working with the veterans,
youth and seniors, opening
the first warming center and
investing in mental health.

Borer addressed the full
room by saying that serving
as mayor has been one of the
greatest honors and thanked
everyone for having faith,
staying strong and working as
a team to get results.

“We have turned the page,
but it's not West Haven's epi-
logue, we have so many more
chapters to go. Progress takes
bold action, and I'm up to the
task. Most importantly, I'm
proud of the entire team I am
running with and everything
they bring to the table. They
are professional, committed,
and ready to go,” she said.

Borer also thanked Michael
Last for his work in leading the
Democratic Party. The under
slate was also unanimously
endorsed and includes: John
Lewis for City Clerk, Rose-
mary Russo for Treasurer, and
Eric Murillo for Tax Collector,
Board of Education candidates

Patrick Egolum, Kim Kenny
and Jeffrey Moreno; Board of
Assessment Appeals Joseph
Harvey and Suzanne Mink;
Council at-Large Sean Ronan
and Peter Rivera; Council
candidates Anne Heffernan
(District 1), Nancy Tagliatelia
(District 2), Sarah Ackbarali

(District 3), Gary Donovan
(District 4), Edward (Macki)
McMillian (District 5), Dawn
Callahan (District 6), Kathy
Tucker (District 7), Chris Var-
go (District 8), Dave Beaton
(District 9) and Ron Quagliani
(District 10).

See Ballot, page 13
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Dear Felicia

Wow, dearie, jest wow! As
Iyam scribing this missive to
yew we are in the Dog Days of
Summer and the final weeks
before things go back to ...
normal. Not that normal is a
bad thing, but when yew look
forward to the summer and all
it has to offer, it seems like the
shortest of the four seasons.
Before yew know it, we'll be
stringing up lights and lookin’
for an elf in a red suit!

I know, it ain’t that bad
yet, but it jest seems like we
were saying, “It's June 1 and
we have a whole summer to
look forward to.” Now, not
so much. With the festival
weekend now past us jest as
our editorial this week sez, we
are looking toward the end of
summer. It's depressin’.

Tennyrate, the Festival was
a big success judging from the
crowds we happened to see
there. The thing missin’ from
this year’s event was the the
rides. Sammy Bluejay sez there
was some kefuffle betwixt the
operator and the city and that
it was determined not to go
with rides. That’s a shame for
the kiddies who look forward
to them, and, frankly, for the
editor who likes those types o’
pics for the papyrus.

All in all, it was a success-
ful two-day event. We hope
some day it becomes more of
a mixed event. Right now it
jest seems to be a rock concert

without the hippies. But that
seems to be what the public
wants these days.

Jest a heads-up, this beging
the foist missive of Awgus, the
next one will be (hit the sad vi-
olins) the bus schedule, which
will hit jest a week before
school starts. That’s not a hap-
py sign to most of the young-
sters in these parts, Iyam sure.
But it does mean things get
past the summer slump, and
matters do pick up once we git
past Labor Day.

Speaking of Labor Day, the two
political parties had their July
caucuses two weeks back and it
has to be said that not much was
a surprise. In fack, the Demmies
had to have a perty quick confab
cuz they really didn’t hafta do
much. As expected, Herronner
was handed the endorsement for
a second term. In the history of
mayoral politics in this town, los-
ing an endorsement by the town
committee after yore first term is
perty much an impossibility.

The only one-term mayor to
lose the endorsement—and that
was after a primary — was Bill
Heffernan back in 1973. He was
the endorsed candidate going into
the intramural fracas that year,
upended by Bob Johnson. That
was the era when the triad that
was the Demmie party (Freddie
Johnson, Harold Allen and Billy
Roper) leaders were constantly
tussling for domination. Not

much has changed in the recent
decades, excep’ Herroner has
been able to quell, and even bring
about a bit o’ peace in the party.
Of course, that’s cuz she’s perty
much unbeatable at this juncture.

Effen she somehow loses this
go-round, you'd better be looking
for porcine beings with wings cuz
that’s the reality it would hafta
be. The party is united, she has
done a good job so far and is perty
popular, and we have put the Mu-
nicipal Accountability Review
Board (MARB) in the rear-view
mirror. Somehow or t'other one
can expeck at perty uneventful
campaign season as we get outta
the gate after Labor Day.

Meanwhile, Iva Lootey has
been lookin’ fer anything from
the GOP, and has been comin’
up short. Word has gone out
to party leaders to send a list
of who is on the ticket, but
as of this scribing, nothing is
happening. There has been
some talk, however, and I will
give yew what I have.

According to what Iva has
been able to cobble together,
perty much as expected, the
minority party will not run
anyone at the top of the ticket,
making the mayoral run an un-
opposed affair for (methinks)
the thoid or fourth time in city
history. The last time it hap-
pened, another Borer was on
the ticket and at the height of
popularity as well.
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The GOP seems to be put-
ting its eggs in the under-
ticket basket, running people
for City Council and Bored
of Ed, where they will at least
some representation. Effen
nothing else, the City Coun-
cil must have at least one at-
large member from the minor-
ity party (that has happened
quite a lot over the years, ask
Neil Cavallaro when he was
jest a young educator), and it
must have three on the nine-
member Bored of Ed, which
is certainly a better situation.
With the one-person rep on
the council, getting a second
on a motion was as common
as hens’ teeth.

Sooo, effen yew were look-
ing for a bang ‘em up type
of election this fall, look else-
where. It ain’t gonn happen in
this berg, that’s for sure.

Cobina could be catty and
say that’s what happens when
yew don’t have a candidate
with a bankroll and a lotta
time on one’s hands, but she
won’t go there.

As I mentioned to yew the last
time, Riva has opened up — they
called it a “soft opening” a few
weeks back. The eatery, which
stands where Chick’s once held
forth, has been perty busy. In fact,
effen this is a “soft opening” one
wonders what 1l happen when the
“hard opening” takes place.

Traffic on that part o’ Beach
Street has been interesting with
cars jockeying in and outta the
parking lots, and many patrons
either inside or outside...and
with the weather we had up until
late last week, the outside was the
place to be for many.

Tennyrate, it’s nice to see the
new business taking off and gain-
ing a following. As far as the old
bromide about “location, loca-
tion, location,” this bizz has it
in spades. Whilst it was a few
years ago, when it was an over-
the-counter edifice, it was perty
popular and got a lotta traffic
from the passers-by. Remember,
Beach Street — even with the
speed humps every 1000 feet or
so —is an artery that is used by a
lotta people.

Soooo, after a long wait, the
Riva proprietors must be very
happy with the way things turned
out.

Cobina has been trying hard
not to mention it, but the Wag
came in t'other day and men-
tioned it, so here we go. It's
been several weeks since we
talked about the former Hav-
en property. It’s still there. It's
still overgrown, and it’s still
unsold. Does that about cover
it in a nutshell? Getting back
a time when pigs fly as stated
above, methinks when the fi-
nal sale happens, we should
be lookin’ skyward.

Is the state DOT looking to
make life even harder fer us here

in the berg? One hasta ask that
question when it is now being
said that the Route 1 bridge be-
twixt the Elm City and the Asy-
lum by the Sea is gonna be up for
a rebuild. Excuse me, but at the
same time the I-95 bridges are be-
ing worked on? That limits access
to and from the city even more.

Granted, the projeck on Route
1 won't be the purgatory that the
highway projeck will be — a pin
prick as opposed to a thorn in
the side — but when that highway
projeck begins people are gonna
be lookin’ for alternative access.
That’s gonna git harder effen “al-
ternatives” are sliced away cuz of
new projecks.

Meanwhile, people are begin-
ning to discuss the Kimberly Av-
enue Bridge as the next in a series
of upgrades. As we've said before
that was a “temporary” structure
not expected to last more than 20
years — back in 1969 when it was
built. Here we are 56 years later,
and it’s still carrying the weight
of lotsa cars each and every day.
Let’s hope they put that off for
at least until the Route 1 projeck
gits done.

We see thee former Ameri-
can Buckle Company property
developer has been given an
extension to determine effen
a new projeck can be secured.
That's a good thing. The prop-
erty has been closed for a long
time, and we always thought
they were gonna make apart-
ments outta it, and a new
restaurant where the former
CJM’s used to be.Let’s hope
something comes of that ex-
tension as Campbell Avenue
needs a booster shot of some-
thing nice.

Meanwhile, hearing about it,
it’s hard to believe the city was
once the buckle capital of the
world, with American Buckle
and West Haven Buckle (at the
junction of Wood Street and
Washington Avenue) within a
mile of each other. Now those
jobs went like most after the
Energy Crisis and NAFTA -
oversees.

Whatever happens over
there, the area needs some-
thing besides vacant build-
ings. That is for sure.

So, in coming full circle, in this
election year, Herronner has got
some timely boosts, what with the
money that is coming in for a teck
upgrade for the WHPD et al, that
awas announced a couple o’ weeks
ago, opening of the tennish and
pickleball courts at Painter Park,
and now new money coming in
from the state Bonding Com-
mission for street upgrades and
pavin, a skeptic would wonder if
this is happenstance or planned?
Il let yew make yore own deci-
sion.

With that bit o’ chatter, Il
close this time till next, mitt luff

und kizzez,
Cobina
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Behind the stacks

Welcome back to Behind
the Stacks! We hope everyone
is staying cool and safe as we
roll into August. Did you catch
us at the Savin Rock Festival?
If you were on the ground and
not flying high in a helicop-
ter, you might have seen the
West Haven Library’s booth!
We gave out books, candy,
stickers, and library swag, we
registered Westies for library
cards, and had tons of people
participate in our “Guess the
Number of Marbles” contest.
Much to our surprise, the win-
ner guessed the exact number
of marbles in the jar with their
guess of 382! What are the
chances?!

The winner will receive a
Visa gift card—be on the look-
out for more raffles and con-
tests from the West Haven
Library! Stop by the Main Li-
brary for another opportunity
to win a small prize with our
Adult Summer Scavenger
Hunt!

With the theme for the sum-
mer being “Level Up at Your
Library”, we’ve got some visi-
tors from the video game Leg-
end of Zelda—cute little forest
creatures called Koroks! If you
find a Korok hiding around
the first floor of the library,
bring the little guy up to the
main desk for a prize!

While we do love to have
fun, we also know the impor-
tance of having informative,
educational programs for our
community to benefit from.
For example, on August 9th a
real estate representative will
be giving a First-Time Home-
buyers seminar.

Join us in learning all about
how the homebuying process

News brlefs

works—this presentation will
include an overview of the
homebuying process, tips on
putting your team together,
understanding credit, loans,
rates, and out of pocket ex-
penses, as well and tips on
what not to do! On Aug. 15
we will be hosting a DRS Ta-
ble Event where representa-
tives from the CT Department
of Revenue Services will be
available to answer questions
related to Connecticut taxes
and familiarize taxpayers with
their new online portal, my-
conneCT, where you can file
Connecticut tax returns, make
payments, and view your fil-
ing history.

On Aug. 18 you can attend
our Youth Mental Health First
Aid training which teaches
adults how to identify, under-
stand, and respond to signs of
mental health and substance
use challenges among chil-
dren and adolescents.

This program is led by
MHFA Project Director, Erica
Skoutas of Bridges Healthcare.
Visit our website to register.
On Aug. 20, you can stop by
the library and speak with in-
surance agents to get answers
to your questions about Medi-
care and learn about final ex-
pense planning, financial ad-
vice, and homecare.

We will also be hosting sev-
eral free and interactive ASL
(American Sign Language)
lessons taught by an experi-
enced tutor! Lessons are de-
signed for beginners and nov-
ices and open to all ages. We
will be learning a variety of
practical, necessary, and con-
versational signs. Check out
our website or call the library

City cooling sites listed for residents

In West Haven, cooling centers are available at the following

locations:

Main Library, 300 Main Street, Monday-Thursday, 9:30 a.m.
to 8 p.m.; Friday-Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Ora Mason Library Branch, 260 Benham Hill Road, Monday
12 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Tuesday-Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Robert A. Johnson Community Center, 201 Noble Street,

Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

On Sundays and Holidays, 689 Campbell Avenue, 11 a.m. to

7 p.m.

Rhythm City plays Grove, Friday

The West Haven Summer Concert Series continues with
Rhythm City at 7 p.m. Friday in Old Grove Park, 1 Palace St.
Get ready for an energetic mix of R&B, disco, rock, Motown and

Top 40 hits.

The free concert is presented by Mayor Dorinda Borer and
the Department of Parks and Recreation.

In the event of inclement weather, the rain date is Monday at
7 p.m. in the Grove. To check if the concert has been resched-
uled, visit the Park-Rec website at https://westhavenct.myrec.
com/info/default.aspx or the city website at https:[{www.

citvofwesthaven.com/.

Food pantry open twice a month

Christ Christian Church,85 Fenwick St., sponsors My Broth-
er’s Keeper, a food pantry every 2nd and 4th Saturday of each
month. Those seeking more information should contact the
church, via email: christchristianchurch.org.

to see what dates are available
and sign up!

The West Haven Library
also has a variety of ongoing
clubs to join here at the library
if you are looking to socialize
with others in the community
who share the same interests!

Of course, there are sev-
eral book clubs at both the
Main Library and Ora Mason
branch. Ora Mason also has a
dedicated Quilting Club that
meets on Monday evenings
once a month!

At the Main Library, you can
join our Crochet Club (knitters
are welcome too!) or try out
new recipes with our monthly
Cooking Club! This month,
the theme for Cooking Club is
finger foods—share a familiar
dish with friends or use this
as an opportunity to flex your
culinary chops with some-
thing new! New Haven Zine
Scene is also hosting monthly
meet ups at the West Haven
Library! Join us to make zines,
read zines, and share zine joy
with fellow zinesters!

The library hosts a variety of
crafts for adults each month.
This month, join us for Lino
Printing where you can learn
how to create block prints
from composition to drafting
to carving linoleum to print-
ing your new linoleum stamp.
Choose a pattern as simple as

PREPLAN AND SAVE!!
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"Keenan Funeral Home was truly amazing and very attentive to
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a heart or make an etching as
complex as a landscape paint-
ing! You can also sign up to
make Jellyfish Bracelets—you
will learn how to create your
own handheld loom and use a
“jellyfish” weaving technique
to create your own bracelet!
Registration is required for
these crafts, as space and sup-
plies are limited.

Lastly, it’s that time of year

again where our volunteer
group, the Friends of the West
Haven Library, will be hosting
its fall Fill-A-Bag book sale!
On Aug. 30, you can come by
the library and purchase one
of our bags for $10 ($5 for the
last hour of the sale) and fill it
up with as many books as it
can hold!

The sale will be held from 10
to 2 at the Main Library.

WHPL staff Nick Roy and Taylor Cordova at the Savin Rock
Festival. Keep an eye out for us at the Apple Festival.

SEENAN

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
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all of our needs. Thank you Keenan, for being there in our most
painful time."

"I truly cannot say enough how grateful my family and I are to

Keenan for their ¢

ptional se

vice. From the moment we met

to make arrangements to the actual service, they were great.

There was no financial pressures, our limits were respected,
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West Haven, CT 06516
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and everything was said outright.”
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Savin Rock Fest a success!

The most recent edition of the Savin Rock Festival
was, by all accounts, a successful event, celebrat-
ing much of what the city has to offer its residents.
Thousands showed up for the annual event, a sum-
mer standard since 1982 with only a few missing
years due to financial hardship.

There was no hardship this year as bands, food
stands and trucks and a jubilant atmosphere
brought out residents and visitors to the historic site
of Old Grove Park, a visitors’ mecca since the 1800s.
Thankfully, this year’'s schedule was not affected by
summer storms, thought the first night survived an
early threat.

What the festival proved once again is that true to
the slogan on many city banners, West Haven has
“miles of shore and so much more!” The “so much”
was in full display with dancing, revelry and fun.
And that was the whole point.

Since it was first discussed more than 40 years ago,
the Savin Rock Festival wanted to celebrate the city’s
history as a resort community, but also its present
and future as a community of diverse interests. The
music shows, a staple for many decades, serves as
the catalyst for bringing out those various segments
of the community, and allows them to celebrate to-
gether.

Congratulations are in order for the many hun-
dreds of people who helped make this year’'s event
memorable, whether city officials, performers, ven-
dors or just patrons and attendees. It was a great
two-day event!

West Haven is more than its shore, and it does have
much, much more. With our financial constraints
now looking somewhat better than they have in many
decades, those things that make our city unigue can
be celebrated once again.

And, why not!

End of summer in sight

The Savin Rock Festival weekend does point to-
ward another milestone, the beginning of the end of
summer. Already, back to school ads are in the press
and various media, and the transition from what Nat
King Cole’'s famous song heralding the “lazy, hazy,
crazy days of summer” to a more structured time of
year begin.

We are now in August, and in three short weeks,
the city’s school students will be back in the class-
room for the new term. Notices of meeting schedules
and “fall events” are found in this newspaper’s email
lists and on social media. Time does fly when one is
having fun, and the short hiatus of summer comes
all too quickly to an end.

As we have said in these columns many times, our
institutions and social structures are entwined irre-
versibly with the academic year. That is not a coinci-
dence, but a construction of weather and labor when
We were more an agrarian society.

Whatever the reason, the Savin Rock Festival as
well as other events in the region serve as a marker
that leads to the coming of fall and the beginning of
new business years for social and fraternal organiza-
tions as well as educational and institutional com-
munities.

Still, the Dog Days of Summer are upon us, and
there is still more time to vacation, relax and enjoy.
More laborious days are ahead, but get in some fun
while there is still time!
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Blame

By Rich Lowry

Syndicated Columnist

Hamas is to blame for Ga-
za's woes

Hamas started a war, re-
jected a ceasefire and stole
and profited from humanitar-
ian aid, and we are supposed
to believe that it’s all Israel’s
fault.

International attention is
focused on food shortages in
Gaza, with the blame and the
pressure -- as always -- on Is-
rael to do something about it.

It is always difficult to get
to the ground truth in Gaza,
which is shrouded in the fog
of war, of Hamas propaganda
and of slanted media cover-
age, but there appears indeed
to be a brewing humanitarian
crisis.

Israel stopped shipments
of aid into Gaza in March af-
ter a temporary ceasefire ex-
pired, and then started them
up again in May, using the so-
called Israel- and U.S.-backed
Gaza Humanitarian Founda-
tion (GHF) as the conduit. The
stoppage in aid, coupled with
inadequate GHF operations,
has led to the current situa-
tion.

It's necessary to understand
the larger context, though. Is-
rael halted food shipments as
a means to deny Hamas rev-
enue, not to target the general
population.

The terror group had per-
fected the art of exploiting hu-
manitarian aid (and commer-
cial transactions) for its own

purposes via theft and taxes,
plowing the proceeds into its
military operations.

Although there is now an
effort by Israel’s critics to por-
tray the concern over Hamas
profiteering as fabricated or
exaggerated, there is no doubt
that this business model was
crucial to the terror group.
Both The Wall Street Journal
(“A Depleted Hamas Is So
Low on Cash That It Can’t Pay
Its Fighters”) and The Wash-
ington Post (“Hamas Facing
Financial and Administra-
tive Crisis as Revenue Dries
Up”) have run reports on the
squeeze felt by Hamas.

The Journal article back
in April noted that the cash
crunch with the cut off in aid
was “making it harder for
Hamas to bring in new re-
cruits and maintain cohesion.”
The Washington Post report-
ed about a week ago: “With
its coffers depleted, Hamas’s
military wing can no longer
adequately pay the salaries
of its fighters, though it is still
able to recruit teenage boys for
missions like keeping lookout
or placing explosives along Is-
raeli military routes.”

Making it harder for your
enemy to pay its fighters and
secure new ones is an impor-
tant and legitimate military
goal. The problem is the po-
tential cost to people in Gaza
who aren’t combatants.

The shortages are just anoth-
er consequence of how deeply
embedded Hamas is in Gaza

society. This isn't a group
of terrorists who moved into
territory adjacent to Israel to
launch the Oct. 7 attacks and
could be quickly extricated by
an intense military operation.
Hamas has been the govern-
ment of Gaza for a couple of
decades, and has used every
instrument of political and
social influence at its disposal
-- including the distribution of
food -- to build its military ca-
pacity.

It's important to remember
that Israel didn’t start this war,
that it'd much rather be fight-
ing a conventional military
force that abided by the rules
of war, and that Hamas still
holds Israeli hostages and has
taken a rejectionist attitude to
ceasefire talks.

Even Emperor Hirohito
thought his people had suf-
fered enough at the conclusion
of World War II, but Hamas
considers the agony of Gazans
a useful weapon in the narra-
tive war. From this perverted
point of view, a famine would
be welcome news, perhaps
forcing Israel to stay its hand
and leave Hamas to fight an-
other day.

Clearly, Israel needs to find
better ways to get aid into
Gaza. The GHF hasn’t got-
ten the support that it needed
from the U.N. and other agen-
cies (they are too invested in
the corrupt status quo), while
the distribution points for aid
are chaotic and dangerous.

See. Lowry, page 11
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Registration
now open for

new students

The West Haven School Sys-
tem is conducting registration
online for new students, or
has in-person registration if
necessary. Parents or guard-
ians looking for registration
information or to register a
child should go to www.wh-
schools.or and click on “regis-
tration” in the top blue border.
The two-step process requires
(Step 1) parents enter their
child’s name as it appears on
their birth certificate. Within
24 hours (Step 2), parents re-
ceive an email from Power-
School@whschools.org, with
instructions to create you Par-
ent Portal account, and com-
plete the registration process.
If it does not appear in your
inbox, check the junk/spam
folder for the email.

Two forms of residency are
required to complete the pro-
cess: a current home mortgage
statement or lease showing the
name of the lessee and tenant’s
name, along with landlord’s
name and phone number; and
a current (with 30 days) utility
bill, gas,electric, phone, cable
or water. The district does not
accept a driver’s license, bank
or credit card statement, in-
surance, tax bill or other docu-
ments not listed above.

Medical documentation
showing current physical and
immunization records, a birth
certificate, transcripts or re-
port cards, if applicable, and a
copy of IEP or 504 plan if ap-
plicable.

For grades 9-12, par-
ent should call West Ha-
ven High School, (203) 937-
4360, ext. 80008, or email
RobinLublin@whschools.
org. For grades 7 and 8, Bai-
ley Middle School (203) 937-
4380, ext. 8000, or email Ka-
raNieves@whschools.org. For
grades 5-6, Carrigan Interme-
diate School, (2030 937-4390,
ext. 8000, or email ChrisKe-
hoe@whschools.org. For K-4,
call (203) 937-4300, or email

whregsitration@whschools.

org.
For in-person assistance

with registration for all city
schools, visit West Haven
High School, 1 McDonough
Plaza, from 9 am. to 1 p.m.
July 29, 30, 31; Aug. 5,6, and 7,
or Aug. 12, 13, 14.Those need-
ing any further information
should call the Education De-
partment, (203) 937-4300.

Class of ‘75 plans

its 50th reunion
The WHHS Class of 1975
is planning its 50th Reunion
on October 11th from 6 to 10
pm at New England Brew-
ing Co. Celebration Room, 5
Indian Neck Drive, Branford.
DJ, buffet dinner, dessert and
cash bar cost is $75. For infor-
mation contact Ellen Lucente
Contois at ELucente@hotmail.
com, (203) 605-3985 or Nancy
Michel Gill at Nancyg212@
snet.net, (203) 376-7695.

Creigh/West Haven Chamber

Prospect Beach House marks reopening

Mayor Dorinda Borer, center, looks on as 8-year-old Anthony Alhage helps his cousin, Prospect Beach House owner David
Kelly, cut the ribbon to celebrate the deli and market’s grand reopening under new ownership at 940 Ocean Ave. on July 24.

Joining the ribbon-cutting are, from left, Kelly family members David Springer, Anthony Filippone and Carol Filippone;
City Council members Dawn Callahan (D-6), Katie Mueller (D-9), and Gary Donovan (D-4); Kelly family member Jeanne Ar-
turi; and Simon McDonald, the director of membership and marketing at the Milford Regional Chamber of Commerce.

The ceremony was organized by the chamber and was also marked by West Haven Economic Development Director Steve
Fontana, city Fair Rent Commission Chairman Steven R. Mullins, and chamber board members Robert Creigh, Erin Eberhardt,
the owner of West Shore Associates of West Haven, and Hala Urban, the West Haven branch manager of New Haven Bank.

Nestled in West Shore’s Prospect Beach neighborhood, the sandwich shop boasts breathtaking views of Long Island Sound
and anchors the busy corner of Ocean and Prospect avenues in a historic landmark housing longtime businesses Tom & Pat’s
Pizza and Picasso Parties.

Known for its casual beach vibe, food creations and outdoor seating, PBH prepares fresh, gourmet-style sandwiches, wraps,
paninis, soups and specialty salads. It also offers a variety of coffee and baked goods, along with 16 flavors of Ashley’s-brand
ice cream.

The coastal farmhouse-themed deli is open daily and serves food and ice cream from 6 a.m.-8 p.m.

i

Submitted Photo

In appreciation

Recently the members of the West Haven Veterans Museum and Learning Center presented an appreciation plaque to Chris

Walsh of Duffy’s Tavern. Walsh hosted a fundraiser over the Memorial Day holiday selling t-shirts to benefit the museum. Chris

and Duffy’s Tavern are huge supporters of the West Haven community.Shown are (L to R): Maureen Piccolo-Brown, Arlene
DeGrand Painter, Walsh, Museum President Bill Benson and Kathy Graham
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New sculpture enhances Old Grove Park

By Michael P. Walsh

Special to the Voice

Mayor Dorinda Borer joined
city native Brian F. Banning Jr.
to unveil a butterfly sculpture
dedicated to his late mother in
Old Grove Park on July 22.

Banning, who now lives in
Tennessee, donated the sculp-
ture to the city in memory of
his mom, Phyllis Banning,
who loved butterflies.

The former Phyllis Franco
died unexpectedly in 2023 at

— -

age 69.

The newly erected butterfly
sculpture was created by Dale
Rogers, a metal sculptor from
Haverhill, MA, and stands in
place of a fountain that had
long been a centerpiece of
the shoreline park on Palace
Street.

The sculpture features a
silver stainless steel butterfly
atop a brown weathering steel
stand and base. The double-

sided butterfly faces east and
il X, s

west for the sunrise and sun-
set, in accordance with Ban-
ning Jr.’s wishes.

The sculpture is encircled by
purple coneflowers — Phyl-
lis Banning’s favorite color
— as well as a silver plaque
adorned with a purple border
and a purple inscription me-
morializing Banning.

During the late-morning
ceremony, Borer welcomed
the Banning and Franco fami-
lies and delivered heartwarm-

| " Sacd
Photo by Michael P. Wals

City native Brian F. Banning Jr., back left, on July 22 pauses with family members in
front of the newly dedicated butterfly sculpture in Old Grove Park in memory of his
mother, Phyllis Franco Banning, who loved butterflies.

website.

Evergreen Cemetery & Crematory
We’re Here When You Need Us!

» Cremation (Choose to be cremated at Evergreen.)
» Columbarium in the Most Beautiful Cremation Garden
* Reserve your Niche in a secure location pre-need.
» Reserve a Niche for family and friends or purchase a Niche
at-need to safely secure your loved one in the Columbarium.
» Burial Lots (infant, single, two-grave, or four-grave)
* Monuments & Markers (black, gray, or pink granite)
» Flower program (single or multiple placement)
* All orders can be placed at the Evergreen office or on the

769 Ella T. Grasso Boulevard, New Haven CT 06519
203.624.5505 or evergreencem.org

ing remarks about Phyllis
Banning.

Banning Jr. was accompa-
nied by his sister, Sandy Bal-
lard, and his brothers, Wil-
liam and Nicholas Banning,
along with other members of
his mother’s family, including
siblings and grandchildren.

He thanked Borer, mayor’s
office volunteer Beth Sabo and
the city for their partnership in
making the project happen.

“Today we gather not just
to mourn a loss but to honor a
life, a life that meant so much
to so many,” said Banning Jr.,
reading prepared remarks.
“My mother, Phyllis Ban-
ning, was the kind of person
who quietly left the world
better than she found it. She
loved deeply, gave freely, and
taught me the value of kind-
ness and resilience.”

He continued: “Phyllis

wasn’t just my mother; she
was a Westie through and

through.
Raised right here in West
Haven, this city was in her
these

beaches, knew every corner of
town and carried the heart of
West Haven with her every-
where she went.

“This butterfly sculpture
now placed here by the shore-
line — where the ocean meets
the sky — symbolizes her
spirit: free, graceful and ever-
present. Butterflies remind us
that transformation is part of
life. Though she has left this
world, she has transformed
into something that continues
to touch us — in memory, in
love and in the quiet moments
when we still feel her near.”

Banning Jr. concluded his
remarks with a final tribute to
his mom.

“One thing she always said
was, ‘It's never goodbye; it’s
see you later,” he said, chok-
ing back tears.

Banning Jr. said he chose
the location because of his fre-
quent visits to the Grove when
he was young and because he
thought it would “remind all
who pass by of the beauty,
hope and enduring power of a
mother’s love.”

; y Blan Hyen

Bocce champs

Savin Rock Festival Bocce Tournament coordinator OI-
ivia Quagliani, holding the tournament bracket, presents a
Dunkin’ gift card to bocce champions Larry, left, and Kevin
on Day 2 of the festival. The annual tournament is held by the
Department of Parks and Recreation.

Bus trip to Hudson River excursion

Join West Haven Seniors in a trip to Kingston, NY on Tues-
day, Sept. 30, for a Fall River Cruise on the Hudson River. Then,
travelers will eat a family-style lunch at Savona’s. Bus will be
departing at 8 a.m. from the Vertical Church Parking Lot at 225
Meloy Road. Plan to depart from Kingston at 3:30.

Cost is $170 which includes roundtrip transportation, driver
gratuity, sightseeing river cruise, and a family style lunch at Sa-
vona’s. Non-Residents & Non-WHSC Members are welcome.

To reserve your spot and receive further information, please
call the West Haven Senior Center at (203) 937-3507.
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Fest has city residents rockin’

Photos by Andrew Kosarko
The Rum Runners play a
high-energy set of “the best
classic and new music out
there” in front of a packed
crowd at the Savin Rock Fes-
tival in Old Grove Park on
opening night, July 25. The
Stevie Experience headlines
Night 1 of the Savin Rock
Festival, performing a trib-
ute to the “music, story and
legacy” of Stevie Nicks. The
Voices of Rock open Night
2 of the Savin Rock Festival,
performing a classic rock
tribute show featuring Sean
Byrne, the lead singer of last
year’s festival tribute band,
the Foreigner Journey Expe-
rience.)Live and Let Die: The
Music of Paul McCartney,
featuring Tony Kishman of
the Broadway musical “Bea-
tlemania,” headlines Night 2
of the festival.

By Michael P. Walsh

Special to the Voice

The Savin Rock Festival's
2025 edition, held in Old
Grove Park on July 25-26,
commemorated West Haven's
storied amusement park heri-
tage with live music and great
food — and helicopter rides.

The festival’s opening night
showcased The Stevie Experi-
ence performing a tribute to
the “music, story and legacy”
of Stevie Nicks, while Live and
Let Die: The Music of Paul Mc-
Cartney, featuring Tony Kish-
man of the Broadway musi-
cal “Beatlemania,” headlined
Night 2. Both nights attracted
thousands of families to the
historic Grove.

The shoreline event, pre-
sented by the Savin Rock Fes-
tival Committee, paid homage
to the sights, sounds, smells
and tastes of Savin Rock Park,
once known as Connecticut’s
Coney Island and locally as
“the Rock.”

It was sponsored by Premi-
um Parking, Affordable Waste
Systems, CDM Smith, Gilbane
and The Frankson Fence Co.
Inc.

The festival included a free
inflatable park, nonprofit or-
ganizations with information-
al tables, and a variety of food
and dessert trucks.

The two-day event also in-
cluded a beer garden and the
traditional craft fair.

The festival opened both
days with Mayor Dorinda Bor-
er greeting the large crowds
and followed with a spectacu-
lar duet of “The Star-Spangled
Banner” by Olivia Clarke, 11,
of Hamden, and Ruby lovan-
na, 11, of Guilford.

WOW Radio personality
Brian Smith once again served
as the “ringmaster” of ceremo-
nies.

Night 1’s musical opener,
the Rum Runners, “one of
Connecticut’'s most popular
cover bands,” played a high-
energy set of “the best classic
and new music out there.”

Day 2 kicked off with the
Rotary Club’s free pancake
breakfast, followed by the De-
partment of Parks and Recre-
ation’s bocce tournament.

For the first time, the festival
offered helicopter rides for $50
per person. From morning to
dusk, people of all ages lined
up to take a five-minute flight
up and down the West Haven
shoreline.

At the Police Department’s
bicycle safety table, officers
handed out bike helmets and
locks.

Firefighters of the West Ha-
ven Fire Department, led by
Fire Marshal Roger Sicotte,
demonstrated the depart-
ment’s 35-foot smoke trailer
and showed children what to
do in case of a fire.

See Festival, page 14
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Photo by Andrew Kosarko

Bartender
Racers

One of the newest and
quickly becoming one of the
most popular attractions at
the Savin Rock Festival is the
annual Bartenders Race. This
year several of the city’s top
eateries and watering holes
participated in the event,
which saw the staff of the
Breakwall Restaurant come
out on top. Shown exhibit-
ing the trophy, the winners
are shown with the rest of the
participants.

Photo by Brian Hayden

Inaugural winners

The West Haven Police Department secured its victory over
the West Haven Fire Department in the inaugural cornhole
match on Day 2 of the Savin Rock Festival. The match was
held by the Department of Parks and Recreation. The commit-
tee extended a thank-you to both departments for coming out
and having fun — and more importantly, for everything you
do each and every day for the city of West Haven.

WE'RE HERE TO HELP YOU
SAVE $ ON YOUR ENERGY

Condanions

CT DCP Registration HCA-QO0807

Contact us for a custom quote on your
electric and/ or natural gas.

. : , Home care by Aides and Companions can be a low cost alternative to more
_ We'll also let you know if you qualify expensive assisted living programs. We work to ensure our clients stay safe and

. for a FREE energy audit. healthy at home. We can help to identify needs befare they become difficult and
expensive to resolve.

Unlike most home care agencies, Aides and Companions Personal Care Aides receive
rmonthly “in-service” training to help keep their skills honed. Most are graduates of
state-certified training programs as well.

- {; ontact: OUR SERVICES
Live-In Care Showering - Dressing Assistance
MICHAEL Daily/Weekly Visits Doctor's Visits
P Overnight Care Respite Care
: Activities of Daily Living Long Term - Short Term Service
CT Agency on Aging Provider

65 Elm St, West Haven info@Aidesandcompanions.com

Silas Deane Hwy., Rocky T 06047 | titanenergyne.com

(203) 777-1234 Aidesandcompanions.com
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Milk’s Importance being rediscovered

By Dr. Matthew Drake

Endocrinology Expert

Dairy milk is making a
comeback -- and not a moment
too soon for America’s bone
health.

For years, calcium intake
has declined, even as bone-
weakening lifestyle factors
have surged. Americans are
spending more time indoors,
sitting at desks, getting less
vitamin D, and doing fewer
weight-bearing activities. All
of this contributes to an over-
looked but growing crisis: our
bones are becoming weaker, at
an earlier age, and in greater
numbers than most people re-
alize.

As Chief of Endocrinol-
ogy and Metabolic Bone Dis-
ease Services at the Hospital
for Special Surgery, I see this
firsthand. One of the biggest
misconceptions patients have
is that bone loss is unavoid-
able with aging -- something
to worry about only later in
life, if at all. But bone health
is a lifelong investment, and
Americans are dangerously
underinvesting.

We aren’t getting nearly
enough calcium, and the con-
sequences of that deficiency
are showing up sooner and
more severely than expect-
ed. It's time for patients and
providers to prioritize bone
health -- through better educa-

tion, daily habits, and preven-
tive activity long before suffer-
ing a fracture.

Think of your skeleton as a
cement foundation. Most of
the structure you'll rely on as
an adult is built during ado-
lescence when the body is rap-
idly laying down bone.

Calcium is the primary
mineral in that foundation
-- essential for building and
maintaining strong, healthy
bones. That's why children
and teenagers need substan-
tial amounts to develop peak
bone mass.

But even after the growth
phase ends, bones still need
care. Adults must continue
supporting  their  skeletal
health with steady calcium in-
take, adequate vitamin D, and
regular physical activity.

Fall short, and your body
will draw calcium from your
skeleton. If you’re not get-
ting enough of the mineral, or
don’t have enough vitamin D
to help absorb the amount you
take in, your bones become
the backup supply to maintain
normal blood levels.

That silent sacrifice can lead
to osteoporosis, a progressive
disease that leaves bones frag-
ile and more prone to break
from minor falls or everyday
activities.

Osteoporosis affects at least
10 million Americans, and

Lowry: Blame Hamas

Continued from page 6

The best thing that could happen would be an end to the war

with a decent political authority -- more invested in the general
welfare than in tunnels and rockets-- finally in charge of Gaza.
But Hamas would rather see the population starve than give up
on the war, or its grip on power.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2025 by King Features Synd., Inc.

WHHS Class of ‘56 and Honor Society

The West Haven Class of 1956 is planning its 65th reunion
for May of next year. The event will include marking the anni-
versary of the founding of the National Honor Society Chapter,
which happened in 1955.

For those who wish more information, call Dino Ciaburri at
(203) 809-4578.

GOP 9th District confab meets monthly

The Nine District Town Committee delegation has scheduled
ameeting for the first Thursday of each month to search for new
Republican Party members, and those who might want to get in-
volved in the district, and town committee work.The meetings
are scheduled for the Republican Town Committee Headquar-
ters, 315 Morgan Lane and will be chaired by Anthony Vartuli.
Those interested may attend or get more information by calling
DTC Chairman David Riccio at (475) 254-2361.

Class of ‘64 plans ‘Get-To- gether

The WHHS Class of 1964 is hosting its first “Get-Together”
on Saturday, Sept. 13 from noon to 4 at Biagetti's Restaurant, 77
Campbell Ave. Cash bar and dinner is $50, with walk-ins at $60
(cash). For infomration contact Judy Oberempt. at nana2446@
aol.com or (203) 934-9504.

Support group for sight impaired

“Our Journey of Sight,” a low vision/blind support group
meets monthly at the West Haven Public Library 300 Elm St,
from 10 to noon on the third Friday of the month.

This is not a regulatory group, but a group that provides a
monthly speaker, and support each other during members’
journey of visual loss.

almost 45 million others are
at increased risk for fracture
due to low bone density. Over
half of U.S. adults aged 50 and
older are vulnerable to poten-
tially devastating fractures.

The economic burden is just
as sobering. Osteoporosis-
related fractures cost the U.S.
healthcare system tens of bil-
lions annually.

We can’t treat our way out
of this. There’s already a criti-
cal shortage of specialists who
manage bone health and os-
teoporosis  specifically. We
need to prevent it, starting
with patient education and a
renewed focus on calcium --
and vitamin D.

That begins at the table.
Calcium from dairy products
like milk, yogurt, and cheese
is among the most easily ab-
sorbed. For those who are lac-
tose intolerant or dairy-free,
calcium-fortified = beverages
and supplements can help fill
the gap -- but they need to be
taken correctly.

We also need to rethink
physical activity. Our bones
respond to gravity and ground
impact -- meaning walking,
running, or strength training
are far better for our skeletons
than swimming or cycling.
“Use it or lose it” isn't a cliché
-- it’s biology.

The recent uptick in milk
consumption is a welcome

trend. But the bigger opportu-
nity is cultural: to start think-
ing about bone health the way
we think about heart or brain
health -- as something worth
preserving every day.

We only get one skeleton.

Let’s treat it like the vital or-
gan system it is.

Matthew T. Drake, MD, Ph.D,
is the Chief of Endocrinology at
Hospital for Special Surgery.
This piece originally ran in Real-
ClearScience.

-~

T WHEAT we.

WHEAT
Our pantry is open:
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Monday - 5:00-7:00 pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday - 2:00-4:30 pm.

Photo IDs and proof of address are not required. Visitors
can come once a month to receive food and should bring
their own grocery bags if possible.

WHEAT is looking for dedicated and compassionate
volunteers to work in our pantry!
If interested email: volunteer@wheatpantry.org

674 Washington Ave., West Haven

is now open Mondays too.

welcome, no appointment needed.

WHEAT

info@wheatpantry.org /
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Historlan’s corner

Sergeant Stubby,
War Dog

On July 18, 1914, World
War I, also known as “The
Great War” began. The war-
ring parties consisted of The
Central Powers (Germany,
Austria, Hungary, Ottoman
Empire and Bulgaria) against
The Allied Powers (France,
Great Britain, Russia, Italy and
Japan). The United States en-
tered the war on behalf of The
Allied Powers on April 6, 1917.
Our troops entered the war
in June of 1917, and the war
was concluded on November
11, 1918. It was a costly war
for all participants including
the United States, who suf-
fered 116,000 deaths from ac-
tual combat wounds as well as
from combat related illnesses.

Among the warfighters sent
to France were the men of the
102nd Infantry Regiment, or-
ganized under the 26th “Yan-
kee Division.” Pending their
deployment, they were gath-
ered together at Camp Yale in
an encampment of pyramidal
tents along Derby Avenue and
Central Avenue, next to what
then was the brand-new Yale
Bowl. There they trained in
preparation for their deploy-
ment to France.

And this is where our story
begins.

One day, a stray and hungry
little Bull Terrier pup wan-
dered into camp, looking for
food, and took the first steps
toward becoming a doggie
legend. He would remain
with the troops for the rest of
the war: From the start, the
men would generously share
their rations with him—this
meant that he could count on
about ten little meals per day!

Since the stray was becom-
ing a mascot, and since the

Sgt. Stubby became more than a mascot after being saved by Dough Boys in New Haven
and smuggled onto a ship bound for France. Wounded at the front through a gas attack, he had,

Dan Shine is a columnist for
the West Haven Voice, and
local history buff

He continued to add to his
legendary achievements by
capturing an enemy soldier
and holding him captive by
the seat of his pants until help
arrived!

By the end of the war, Ser-
geant Stubby had received sev-
eral wounds and had become
the kind of legendary figure
whose efforts and achieve-
ments carry on, long after they

learned to recognize gas in the air and alert his soldier buddies. He is honored in Middletown.

men had spare time between
drills and meals, they taught
him how to salute! His pres-
ence was expressly forbidden
by a “no dogs allowed” order,
but when apprehended, he
would use his saluting trick to
disarm any officer who found
hm in violation of the regula-
tions.

By now, the pup had aname,
and it was Stubby, in recogni-
tion of his short tail. As the
men were moved out of Camp

In this age of corporate-owned funeral homes,
we are a family owned and operated
establishment, proudly serving our community
since 1965.

We provide a level of dignity, respect, personal
care and attention to detail that is second-to-
none. Inyour time of need, allow us to honor

your loved one — not because this is our
business, but because this is our way of life.

Celia Pinzi & James Stricker

Pre—Arrangements & Pre—Financing Available
662 Savin Avenue, West Haven, CT 06516 - Phone: (203) 934-7921

Email: office@westhavenfuneral.com - www.westhavenfuneral.com

Yale and boarded a ship,
Stubby was smuggled aboard
under the overcoat of Private
Robert Conroy of New Britain,
Connecticut. The smuggler
and his dog were discovered,
but once again Stubby’s salute
worked to his benefit.

Shortly after they arrived
in France and were commit-
ted to battle, Stubby was in-
jured in a gas attack. Follow-
ing his rehabilitation, Stubby
was returned to service with
a custom-made gas mask. He
had, due to his injury, learned
to recognize the onset of a gas
attack, and because of this, he
would warn the soldiers and
in so doing, he saved lives.
Because of his superior hear-

ing, Stubby could also warn
the soldiers of enemy soldiers
who were approaching by
stealth.

In recognition of Stubby’s
contributions to the war effort,
he became the first War Dog
to be promoted to the rank of
Sergeant.

During the Battle of
Seicheprey, Stubby received
a shrapnel wound. While he
was hospitalized and conva-
lescing, Stubby lifted the spir-
its of the wounded soldiers
as they recovered. After the
Battle of Chateau Thierry, lo-
cal women made him a cham-
ois jacked, embroidered with
the flags of the Allies, plus his
medals and a wound stripe.

are gone. He traveled about
the U.S., and eventually met
three presidents and many
dignitaries. Sergeant Stubby
died peacefully in 1926, and
his preserved body is on dis-
play at the Smithsonian Insti-
tution in Washington D.C. A
replica of this display may be
found at The West Haven Vet-
erans Museum and Learning
Center,30 Hood Terrace, open
Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day, 10-2. Telephone (203)
934-1111.

Note for bronze statue
photo: The Sergeant Stubby
bronze statue is located in
the Connecticut Trees of Hon-
or Memorial near the Veterans
Memorial Park in Middle-
town.

Lamont designates ‘No Kill Month’

Gov. Ned Lamont has proclaimed August as
No-Kill Shelter Month in Connecticut, a critical
initiative aimed at making Connecticut a no-
kill* state this year. This effort underlines the
statewide commitment to ending the unneces-
sary killing of dogs and cats throughout the
state’s shelters.

Best Friends Animal Society, a leading na-
tional animal welfare organization working to
end the killing of dogs and cats in America’s
shelters and make the entire country no-kill,
welcomes this pivotal step in Connecticut’s pet
lifesaving efforts.

This proclamation reaffirms what recent data
from Best Friends Animal Society’s shows: no-
kill shelters are on the rise nationwide due to
increasing public demand and support to save
every healthy and treatable pet.

“We commend Gov. Lamont for leading this
essential effort to save the lives of dogs and cats
in Connecticut,” said Julie Castle, CEO, Best

Friends Animal Society. “With the support and
collective action of the governor and communi-
ties across the state, Connecticut is poised to be-
come the next no-kill state in the Eastern U.S,,
joining Delaware, New Hampshire, Rhode Is-
land, and Vermont.”

Best Friends’ data also shows that nearly 2
out of 3 U.S. shelters are already no-kill. Nearly
half of the shelters that are not-yet-no-kill are
less than 100 pets away from reaching the mile-
stone. In Connecticut, last year 83 of the state’s
94 animal shelters maintained or achieved no-
kill. Data shows the state’s remaining 11 shel-
ters need to save about 200 more pets combined
to achieve this milestone.

The proclamation encourages Connecticut
residents to work together to make a positive
difference in the lives of the state’s pets by
adopting, fostering, volunteering, educating,
and generating awareness for these pets in
need throughout their communities.
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Bond award to fund school safety upgrades

West  Haven’s  Mayor  Dorinda  Borer
city’s State Delegation announced last week, the city
was awarded $2,400,000 for a “Neighborhood Pe-
destrian Safety Project” by the State Bonding Com-
mission. Borer said the new award, a request of the
city and the state legislative delegation, will fund
upgrades around two city schools that will lead to
student stafey.

The project includes street paving within a one- to
two-mile radius of both Washington and Savin Rock
schools. The $2.4 million in state bonding is expect-
ed to help with street paving, sidewalks, American
with Disabilities Act improvements and crosswalk
upgrades, including eight multiway crosswalks at
Savin Rock and six at Washington.

In addition, aesthetic enhancements will be made,
including the planting and painted crosswalks near
drop-off areas. Once this project is completed, the
areas surrounding Washington and Savin Rock will
have the infrastructure necessary to protect individ-
uals traveling by foot, the mayor indicated.

The project will impact over 700 students attend-
ing both schools, officials said. Residents living near
each school see higher-than-average traffic during
the school year and require more frequent mainte-
nance.

Neighbors will also benefit from walkability and
the associated environmental benefits from reduced

GHG/Motor vehicle emissions.

“This project is about safety, connectivity, accessi-
bility and quality of life for our students, our teachers
and the neighbors,” Mayor Borer said.”Savin Rock
has the largest elementary enrollment and one of the
highest percentages of student population that walks
to school, which has all contributed to significant and
adverse vehicle and pedestrian traffic impact in re-
cent years which needs to be addressed as they are
experiencing increased incidents.

She said upgrades like these have a precedence in
the city adn will afford the same infrastructure safe-
ty.

“These challenges are very similar to the high traf-
fic impact around the V.A., which earlier in 2025 the
city was awarded $1.8 million in State funding to as-
sist with the same type of infrastructure investment
as well,” Borer said.

The new award will fund upgrades the Washing-
ton School construction budget could not supply.

“Additionally, Washington School was just rebuilt
but school construction funding did not include
funding for the sidewalks around the school. We ap-
preciate that most of these issues will be addressed
with the state bonding,” she said. “I also want to
thank the City’s Grant Writer Olivia Bissanti who
has been instrumental in assisting with applications
to the State for funding.

The bonding request submitted to the State Bond-
ing Commission was supported in large part by the
State Delegation consisting of Sen. James Maroney
(D-14), State Reps. Trenee McGee(D-116), Bill Heffer-
nan (D-115), and MJ Shannon (D-117).

“This investment will ensure that students have
a safer commute to school each day, whether they
walk, ride a bike, or get a ride,” said Sen. Maroney.
“These upgrades will improve the immediate area
around the schools, and also focus on creating safe,
accessible routes throughout the surrounding neigh-
borhoods. It's a smart step forward for both student
safety and community well-being.”

“l believe any project intended to create a safer
environment, especially around our schools, should
move forward as quickly as possible,” Rep. Mc-
Gee said. “The Neighborhood Pedestrian Safety Proj-
ect is a win for the students, Washington and Savin
Rock Schools, and residents in the areas surrounding
both schools

“We always want to keep our pedestrians and stu-
dents safe, and this project — with this funding - will
help do that,” said Rep. Heffernan. “Thank you to
Gov. Lamont and the Bond Commission for helping
make this project possible by including funds on the
bond agenda.”

Work is expected to begin in late fall 2025 and early
spring 2026.

Ballot: Borer to run unopposed in November

Continued from page 3

Additionally, following the retirement announce-
ment of Judge of Probate Mark DeGennaro, the town
committee endorsed attorney Timothy Gunning for
the position of Judge of Probate. The Governor an-
nounced a special election for Judge of Probate to be
held with the municipal elections on Nov. 4.

“Mayor Dorinda Borer is doing an amazing job
and has West Haven moving quickly in the right
direction. We have a lot of momentum, and a lot is
being accomplished throughout our city, said Chair-
man Last following the meeting. “I am excited about
all the endorsements tonight; this is an outstanding
team.”

For GOP Town Chairman David Riccio, it was a
near miss. The minority party chief thought he had a

candidate to take the top of the ticket twice, and both
determined they would not run.

“] started looking for a candidate the day after she
(Borer) won,” said Riccio Monday. “I thought I had
a couple of people interested, and both dropped out.
It’s first time we may be going into the November
election with no top of the ticket.”

Getting a late name onto the slate became more
tedious, and as of press time would not make the
Wednesday (Aug. 6) deadline. According to state
law, once a party endorses a slate, any other inter-
ested candidate would have to petition to be put on
the ballot or, in the case of a primary situation, peti-
tion for primary.

Having no candidate to head the ticket at its July
meeting, a petition process would have had to be

completed yesterday for a late change to the slate.
Riccio admitted that was not going to happen. In the
rest of the slate, the party was unable to field a candi-
date in the seventh and 10th council districts.

The Republican ticket is:

City Clerk -- Tom Green: Treasurer -- David Ric-
cio; Tax Collector -- David Driver; BOE Dominic
Konareski, Linda Borras, Rosa Richardson; Board of
Assessment and Appeals Silvana Apicella, Kris Pe-
trucci; City Council (At-Large) Meli Garthwait and
Bob Glass; (District 1) Peter Flynn; (District 2) Bonnie
Posick; (District 3) Juan Ayala; (District 4) Dominic
Broccoli; District 5) Bob Wittkofske; (District 6) Mi-
chelle Konsreski; (District 7) no candidate; (District
8) Victor Borras; (District 9) Jeff Christman; (District
10 — no candidate.

Fair Rent Commission reappoints two members

City Fair Rent Commission-
ers Steven R. Mullins and Effie
Prokopis were reappointed by

According to Connecticut
State Statute, all municipali-
ties with populations more

able at City Hall in Borer’s
Office, the Office of Corpora-
tion Counsel Paul Dorsi or the

Office of Town & City Clerk
John Lewis. For additional in-
formation about filing a com-

Mayor Dorinda A. Borer to the
Commission.

The City Council confirmed
their reappointments at its
July session.

The terms expire in Febru-
ary 2027. They are two of six
commissioners and an alter-
nate serving on the Commis-
sion.

The Fair Rent Commission
receives complaints, makes
studies and investigations and
conducts hearings for city ten-
ants that believe that their rent
is unfair and/or excessive.

The panel has other respon-
sibilities as well, working with
the Building and Health De-
partments and fire marshals to
investigate health and safety
violations reported by tenants.

Courts: Popular venue reo

the city took action and is Bking forward to play-

Continued from page 1
Adnan Dost.

than 25,000 are required to
have a Fair Rent Commission
in place.

The city was a pacemaker.

“West Haven was ahead of
its time being one of the first
municipalities in Connecticut
to establish a Fair Rent Com-
mission in the early 1970’s.
For reasons unknown the
Commission became defunct
in the early 1990’s.” Mullins
said.

Borer, who as state repre-
sentative was instrumental
in passing the State Fair Rent
Commission Statute in Hart-
ford; appointed the current
Commission last year, after a
30 year hiatus.

According to Mullins, appli-
cations for tenants are avail-

ing.

Chouiki delivered remarks on behalf of the teams,
saying the “beautiful” and “amazing” courts are a
place “where people can bond as a community.”

Charlie Liberti, a senior pickleball player who lob-
bied for the new courts and spearheaded West Ha-
ven’s first-ever pickleball program, said he is proud

“Pickleball is the most social racket game I know
of,” Liberti told the crowd, which included city Hu-
man Resources Commissioner John M. Carrano, who
oversees Paine’s department.

Starting Aug. 12, Pickle Spot of Orange will offer
a five-week “beginner series” to players 18 and old-

plaint with the FRC, contact
Mayor Borer’s Office at (203)
937-3510.
NN R X< T

As his son Christian Mullins holds the Bible, Fair Rent Commission Chairman Steven R.
Mullins is administered the Oath of Office for a second term on the Commission by Justice of
the Peace Kim-Marie Mullin, as Town and City Clerk John Lewis looks on. The ceremony took
place in the City Council Chambers in City Hall.

ens after Iong rehab

er at the Painter Park courts. Lessons from certified
coaches will meet Tuesdays from 6-7 p.m. A mini-
mum of four players is required to run each class;
paddles and balls are provided.

At the event, Pickle Spot was represented by Man-
aging Director Sarah Sirry and member Ron Iannotti.

Paine said Park-Rec will start offering tennis les-
sons in the coming weeks.
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CARE GIVER IN WEST HAVEN AMC LANDSCAPING
Two minutes from bus stop, 2 or 3 days per week. $17/hour. Call 203- Lawn care and garding tilling,
508-3672. along with yard maintenance.
Reasonable rates. Call Arturo,
(203) 619-4938.

RON DUGAY
PAVING

AVON CALLING
Looking for Avon? Call Phyllis Franco, (203) 932-9367, and I will drop

off a brochure. Over 30 years’ experience, Friendly service.

Festival: Concerts ‘rock’ the beach

Continued from page 9

The Breakwall won the sec-
ond annual Great Bartender
Race, which provided nonstop
fun and laughs on Oak Street
Beach.

Teams of four competed in
relays of skill to determine
West Haven’s best mixolo-
gists.

The Savin Rock Theatre
Company presented a per-
formance by Broadway sing-
ers on the main stage, while
children’s activities filled the
Grove, including face painting
and henna tattoos.

Bocce the Clown interacted
with kids around the park.

West Haven'’s finest won the
inaugural Park-Rec cornhole
match against the city’s brav-
est for bragging rights until
next year’s contest.

West Haven firefighters
demonstrated the Jaws of Life
tool by prying open parts of a
vehicle to free those trapped

inside.

Members of West Haven
Professional Firefighters Local
1198 held their annual fund-
raiser for the Muscular Dys-
trophy Association.

All proceeds went to MDA,
including sales from bever-
ages, popcorn and chips and
ticket sales from a bounce
house, a dunk tank, a speed
pitch and raffles.

Belly dancers from Vival
Dance performed on the con-
crete pad in front of the stage.

Night 2’s musical opener,
the Voices of Rock, performed
an electrifying classic rock
tribute show featuring the
powerhouse voice and capti-
vating stage presence of Sean
Byrne, the lead singer of last
year’s festival tribute band, the
Foreigner Journey Experience.

West Haven'’s flagship festi-
val was established in 1982 by
the Chamber of Commerce —
initially under the direction of

Brian M. Stone, David Gesler
and Michael Shiner and there-
after by John L. Perrone and his
wife, Mary Perrone — to bring
organizations, clubs, business-
es and families together for a
summer event that celebrates
life in one of America’s oldest
maritime communities.

From the dawn of the Savin
Rock House hotel in 1838, the
Rock had long been a resort
hub until it was officially in-
corporated as an amusement
park by the Savin Rock Park
Co. on Memorial Day 1925,
when it opened to 300,000 visi-
tors and 66,000 automobiles in
one spectacular day.

For the next four decades,
the famous seaside park cap-
tured the hearts and imagi-
nations of “Rock rats” young
and old. “The playground of
New England” shuttered on
Sept. 21, 1966, to pave the way
for the Savin Rock Urban Re-
newal Project.

Driveways, Parking Lots, Seal Coating
Pothole Repairs
Serving all West Haven

203-901-9486

E)rcalcpast LUHC]‘I Dll‘ll“lt‘.r
Try Our Omelettes - Starting at $5.00!

Our Menu Includes:

Salads, Grinders,
Wraps, Burgers,
Pasta. Greek Items

Dine In or Take Out

{UNCH SPECT4;
O FRTLCAM oF SODE
WITE PUPLCHASE 0F £ SUEOP
CLUE SENDWICE
142 Campbell Ave

(203) 934-4407
Open at 7 am

Partmg Shots: Savin Rock Festival sights

Photos by Andrew Kosarko
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Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps
DOH, HERE COMES ABIC oMl | | OF, LET'S SEE JUST WHAT HMMM, GH, COME oN. THS HOLY SMOKES...|
G0 oN, FISHY FISHY, TAKE A THE FARMER 18 TRYING TO | | ONE 13 0 FAKEY. IT ACTUALLY SWEAR THAT FISH JUST |
BITE OF THAT YUMMY LURE. FOOL ME WITH ToDAY . SAYS "MADE I CHINA" QN IT. LAUGHED AT ME.
xw_—/ R s ey g ACROSS 1
o : - 1 "Pygmalion"
d g writer
7 5 Grocery
i 9 Blue
| 12 Actress Skye
13 From the U.S.
14 Swiss canton

15 Provisional

25
17 Erin Burnett's
channel 30
18 Morsels
19 French 3
school
21 Speed read-
er?
24 Swiss artist
42
Paul
25 Borodin's 48 50
“Prince —"
26 Remorseful |5 53
30 Hardly any
31 Loses color 53 Actress 10 "Rule, 29 Hardy heroine
32 Conk out Farmiga Britannia!" 31 Cure-all
33 Octopus arm composer 34 Hanoi holiday
35 Hair goops DOWN 11 Eatinstyle 35 Composer
The Spats by Jeff Pickering 36 Comic Jay 1 Perch 16 Vacuum's lack Mahler
37 Ranch visi- 2 Gardentool 20 Evenso 37 HST follower
WHICH CAME FIRST.. ARE WE TALKING tors 3 Raggedy doll 21 Falling-out 38 Campus area
GTEEI‘SEEE%% ""'BGEE 'ﬂ’[ﬁ%‘é@"v 38 Salesperson's 4 Luxury hotel 22 Pulitzer win- 39 Nullify
- ) goal amenity ner James 40 IRS enforcer
40 Tiny amounts 5 Actor Dillon 23 File transfers 41 Church sec-
42 ltalian article 6 "Lucky Jim" 24 Elbow coun- tion
43 Able author terpart 44 Acapulco
48 Toss in 7 Speed(up) 26 Designer gold
49 Historic times 8 Vine- Rabanne 45 Cain's mom
50 Acknowledge supporting 27 Rightangle 46 Neither mate
51 Coifs frame 28 Cleopatra's 47 Former Delta
52 First-rate 9 Came after river rival
HOCUS -FOCUS HENRY BBOYLTINOFF © 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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L16/€]19/C|8|Vv|4]|S 3. LITERATURE: Who wrote the poem “Par-
314|5 7 JoMSU adise Lost”?
819 214 5 v 4. HISTORY: Which monarch was known as
— mioans Apieem ——  the Sun King?
2 917/ 3|5/4|8 5. MOVIES: How many movies did Fred
. . Astaire and Ginger Rogers make together?
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Letters, we get letters!

New theater company

My name is Stephen Amato, and I'm proud to in-
troduce myself as the Founding Artistic Director of
the newly established Savin Rock Theatre Company,
right here in West Haven.

I am thrilled to announce our inaugural season,
which will feature two powerful and moving pro-
ductions: Daddy Long Legs, a heartfelt musical based
on the classic novel, and Eugene O’Neill’s Long Day’s
Journey Into Night, a poignant and timeless explora-
tion of family and forgiveness. In a partnership with
the West Haven Public Library, Daddy Long Legs

will run from Sept. 5-7 at Ora Mason Library. Eu-
gene O'Neill’s Long Day’s Journey Into Night will
be staged in a shoreline home in West Haven from
Oct. 3-5.

Tickets can be purchased on Savin Rock Theatre
Company’s website. We invite you to join us for
these upcoming performances and become a part of
our growing artistic family.

Savin Rock Theatre Company strives to produce
high-quality, community-driven theatre throughout
the city. Backed by a well-rounded team of talented
and passionate individuals, we are committed to

forming strong partnerships within the community
and providing inclusive, engaging entertainment for
audiences of all ages and backgrounds.

As a lifelong theatre professional and passionate
supporter of the arts, I'm excited to connect with
residents, collaborate with local organizations, and
help make live theatre a vibrant and accessible part
of West Haven’s cultural landscape.

I'look forward to this exciting next chapter togeth-
er.

Stephen Amato
Founding Artistic Director
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