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Read Across America
Mayor Dorinda Borer celebrated Read Across America Week, March 2-6, at Savin Rock Com-

munity School (above) and Mackrille Elementary School. The events featured guest readers 
and highlighted the importance of literacy while marking Dr. Seuss’ birthday. Thank you to 
the reading teams at Savin Rock and Mackrille for organizing the fun story times.

BOE deficit a
confluence of
several events

A confl uence of funding that has not kept up with costs, cost 
increases with unfunded mandates, and volatility in external 
costs are the circumstances that helped create an $8 million defi -
cit in the school system’s FY2026 budget, says Superintendent of 
Schools Neil Cavallaro.

In a series of email exchanges and questions, Cavallaro at-
tempted to put the overruns into perspective for city taxpayers 
and school families. 

See related story, page 3
When asked about the extra costs incurred by the system, Ca-

vallaro quickly pointed out the system is running on a spending 
plan that has not seen more than contractual increases for the 
last several years. Though the system was allott ed $93.8 million 
in the budget this year, some unexpected costs appeared, espe-
cially in special education expenditures.

“We have been fl at funded by the city for many years. In re-
cent times, we’ve been able to off set the increases in special edu-
cation and other areas using federal and state funding,” Caval-
laro said. 

Increased costs for students who study outside the district 
were a big part of the cost increases, and the system has no con-
trol over those.

“For the most part, we have no say when outside agencies or 
transportation companies increase their rates,” Cavallaro said.

Outside tuition costs were budgeted for $9.037 million, and 
topped out at $13.5 million, while transportation costs were 
budgeted for $1.3 million, and ballooned to more than $3 mil-
lion. But another reason for the increased costs was a new man-
date.

“One thing that hurt us in recent years was the unfunded 
mandate passed by the state legislature that increased the age 
for educating students with disabilities from 21 to 22. To date, 
this has cost the city an additional $4 million,” Cavallaro said. 

He said while the new costs are part of the picture, cost pres-
sures go beyond that. In commenting on the accuracy of the 
overruns, he tries to give perspective.

“The cost, while accurate, does not paint a total picture. As 
these mandatory service requirements increased, we could not 
sustain them. Another example are raises for teachers and ad-
ministrators. Both, for example, were approved by the council 
and supported by the past and current administration. Raises 
initially were covered by the Alliance Grant and federal fund-
ing, however, not taken into consideration when the city ap-
propriated its operating amount to us,” he said. “While Mayor 

See Defi cit, page 11
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Zariyah Bradshaw from West Haven Child Development 
Center, she is 2.5 years old.

On this date
1962 – Bob Dylan releases 

his fi rst album. Dylan is one 
of the world’s most infl uen-
tial music artists. His songs 
“Blowin’ in the Wind” and 
“The Times They Are a-Chan-
gin’” became anthems for the 
anti-war movement.

1954 – Willie Mosconi sets 
the world record for running 
most consecutive pool balls 
without a miss. Mr. Pocket 
Billiards, as the hugely suc-
cessful American sportsman 
was often called, ran 526 con-
secutive balls.

1945 – Adolf Hitler orders 
the destruction of all indus-
tries in Germany. The Nero 
Decree was issued in the light 
of Germany’s imminent defeat 
in World War II. It was never 
fully executed.

1911 – The fi rst Internation-
al Women’s Day is observed 
by over 1 million people in 
several European countries. 
German socialists Clara Zet-
kin and Luise Zietz  initiated 
the observance, which has be-
come an annual global event.

1895 – The Lumière broth-
ers record their fi rst footage. 
Sortie des Usines Lumière à 
Lyon showed workers leaving 
their factory in Lyon. 

Resident seeks clean up of squalor
By Dominic Konareski
Voice Writer
Horrifi c is one way to describe the conditions that tenants 

face at 182 Elm St., says one apartment dweller, and he is taking 
steps to have longstanding problems addressed, including legal 
redress if necessary. Though just a corner away from City Hall, 
some living in the apartments feel left behind. 

Tenant of a basement apartment insideis Justin Bartolomeo, 
who moved to West Haven to be closer to his city-based busi-
ness. The small business owner says his apartment is in incred-
ible disrepair. 

“I have been living in the basement of 182 Elm St. apartment 
complex since September of 2025, and the unlivable conditions 
of that building have gone way too far,” he stated in an initial 
inquiry to the Voice. 

Bartolomeo cites issues with the building boiler, which is 
powered by a diesel generator next to his room. Before the boil-
er ceased working, temperatures in his apartment would reach 
triple digits, now it is frigid. 

“The apartment’s ambient temperature regularly exceeded 
100 degrees, forcing me to keep the ground-level windows open 
constantly,” said Bartolomeo. “The apartment has been without 
heat in freezing temperatures for weeks.,” 

He recalled waking up numerous times this winter to water 
turned into solid ice in bowls and pots he left in the sink. Bar-
tolomeo noted there are numerous families with children living 
in freezing temperatures. 

The cold is one matt er, Bartolomeo noted, now add the rooms 
are mold-infested with black water leaking through and even 
fully tearing down walls as the smell of rott en sewage takes over 
the rooms. This is not just an issue in his apartment, but an issue 
that has directly aff ected every single tenant.

Bartolomeo’s pays $1,350 a month plus utilities, all just to live 
in a space with squalid conditions for him and his girlfriend. 
At press time, Bartolomeo has been handed over an eviction 
warning along with an added-on late fee due to his decision to 
withhold rent until adequate repairs are made. He believes he 
should not have to pay rent when his walls are quite literally 
falling apart with no handyman in sight. 

Complaints to the city’s Building Department did trigger a 
visit from health and building inspectors, which found more 
than 10 violations. Bartolomeo said offi  cials declined to evalu-
ate any mold found, leading him to have to get it assessed by an 

See Apartment, page 10

Photos by Dominic Konareski

Deteriorating walls (above)  
and exposed and deteriorat-
ing brickwork are just two 
of the problems residents are 
facing in apartments at 182 
Elm St. One tenant is looking 
for answers from the manage-
ment company, LYP Manage-
ment, listed in both Walling-
ford and New Haven.

City photo

New offi cer
Mayor Dorinda Borer congratulates newly sworn-in Uni-

versity of New Haven police Offi  cer Gregory LeBeau during 
a ceremony at City Hall on Monday. Att ending the ceremony 
were Ronald M. Quagliani, UNH’s associate vice president of 
public safety and administrative services, along with UNH 
Deputy Chief Brett  Mahoney, Chief Adam Brown and Sgt. 
Kevin Holster. 
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City moved school funds into revenue
It is a matt er of $31 million, 

going back several years, and 
recently determined by school 
offi  cials and the Borer admin-
istration.

The recent revelations of an 
$8 million defi cit in the Board 
of Education’s spending as 
found by auditors this year, 
Superintendent of Schools 
Neil Cavallaro has put the city, 
the auditors and state offi  cials 
on notice that a situation he 
has been raising alarms about 
for several years is reaching 
critical mass.

At issue is the so-called “Al-
liance District” funding re-
ceived by the school system. 
The General Assembly ap-
proved the program to help 
fund “distressed” districts in 
the state that are funded by 
distressed cities. The program 
is designed to help cushion 
some of the costs associated 
with education and are to be 
put into Board of Education 
coff ers.

In a sidebar set of emails sent 
this week in the aftermath of 
defending the district and the 
defi cit it now faces, Cavallaro 
is taking the off ensive regard-
ing the Alliance Funds. It is 
Cavallaro’s contention that all 
the money allocated to West 
Haven by the Alliance over the 
years has not gone into BOE 
accounts but been siphoned 
as revenue on the city-side of 

the budget. He estimates up to 
$4 million has been redirected, 
and amounts to $31 million. 
And the abuse goes back sev-
eral admininstrations.

Cavallaro sent a copy of 
spreadsheet indicating the 
missing funds and their allo-
cation to city revenue.

“Keep in mind the spread-
sheet that I sent you indicating 
the amount of money ($31 mil-
lion) that went to the general 
fund instead of coming direct-
ly to the Board was analyzed 
by the auditor who has been 
doing work for the city for 
years,” he said.

The auditor, PKF O’Connor 
Davies, LLP was sent a “No-
tice of Claim” by outside 
counsel Brian T. Henbry, of 
Waterbury-based   Carmody, 
Torrance, Sandak and Hen-
nessey, LLP. It is contended 
the auditing fi rm may be the 
subject of a lawsuit by the 
BOE. It is contended the fi rm 
should have seen the separa-
tion of funds from the Board 
to the city in documentation 
from 2024 to 2021. That’s the 
fi rm we may be suing, if I’m 
right and as the lett er states, 
‘If there were issues regarding 
its use, administration, and/or 
accounting treatment of Alli-
ance Funding, or its compli-
ance with state laws relevant 
to such funding, then such is-
sues arose from the acts and 

omissions of PKF and/or from 
PKF’s failure to properly per-
form the services performed 
under the references above.”

The superintendent said 
the ESC funding for the city 
has been steady for the last 15 
years, going back to FY 2011, 
and is about $41.4 million. Al-
liance District funding is then 
allocated and sent to city offi  -
cials for deposit into education 
accounts. 

“The city has been taking, 
illegally, a portion of that in-
crease, about $4 million and 
putt ing it to the general fund. 
The second illegal act is that 
by doing so, they decreased 
the city’s actual share towards 
education, thus violating the 
minimum budget require-
ment, which basically says 
you cannot give less money to 
the Board of Education than 
you did in previous years,” 
said Cavallaro. 

Cavallaro said this is an is-
sue he has been raising alarms 
about since at least 2018 and to 
several state agencies as well 
as the city and MARB.

“I have correspondences go-
ing back to 2018 to the CFO of 
The Department of Education 
in which we asked for clarifi -
cation on the rules for the Al-
liance Grant. I have confl icting 
minutes from MARB meet-
ings. One says West Haven 
adequately funds education, 

and this was the city’s license 
to take the increase. I also have 
one in which an offi  cial from 
OPM clarifi es how the grant is 
to be used. Without guidance 
or fi rm direction from MARB, 
who approved all of the city’s 
budget, the process never 
changed. I believe that many 

felt because MARB had the 
oversight it did, no one ques-
tioned them. However, they 
did not have the authority to 
not follow the law. When I be-
gan following it more closely, 
that is the conclusion I drew,” 
he said.

See Funding, page 11
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Dear Felicia
In jest a few days winter 

will offi  cially be over and 
spring will be here. Whilst 
things are gett ing a bit warm-
er, yew know how March is in 
these parts. Warm and sunny 
one day, and the cold, rainy 
and gray the next. Things re-
ally don’t warm up around 
here until May, and even 
then it’s a crap shoot. “Cooler 
by the shore” is a line we hear 
every day whilst the rest of 
the state is basking. 

Here in our lit’le corner of 
the universe, things are re-
ally startin’ to heat up, politi-
cally speaking. As yew were 
told in our last missive, Her-
roner was lookin’ to change 
the budget schedule so that 
she know exackly how much 
money she’s gonna get from 
Hartford. The proximate 
cause of this is special edu-
cation funds and setch, but 
we’ve seen this drama before, 
and each and every munici-
pality has as well.

The worst one was, of 
course, 2017 when the state 
didn’t pass its own bud-
get until October after go-
ing back and forth on it for 
months. That put this berg 
and every other in a diffi  cult 
position. Money that was ex-
pected, and put in the budget 
(based on notifi cation from 
the state) was axed, and ev-
eryone had to go back to the 
drawing board. 

The Wag has said for years 
there is a direct line betwixt 
that event and the fack the 
city went into receivership. I 
guess we can debate that till 
we’re blue in the face, but the 
matt er is it didn’t help a city 
that was pinching pennies 
until Lincoln wept. 

Sooo, the council gave its 
approval to the sked, and 
will have about three weeks 
to review it. Sammy Bluejay 
sez the timeline looks tight 
as the budget will be pre-
sented May 6, and then set a 
public hearing and then have 
time to review it before the 
drop-dead date of May 31 as 
mandated by the General As-
sembly. Usually, the council 
has about six weeks to review 
things as the charter man-
dates the foist Thursday in 
May as the date the budget is 
supposed to be in place. 

Of course, Herroner has 
used a codicil in the state’s 
debacle budget year that al-
lows cities to override their 
charters for special circum-
stances. I guess trying to fi g-
ger out whether extra money 
will help fi ll an 8 million 
kopeck hole is special enuff . 
We jest saw the backs of the 
Municipal Accountability 
Review Board, we don’t want 
to invite them back so soon.

So, in one  respeck this bud-
get season is gonna be quite 
interesting in its own way.

~~~
Before we go any further, we 

wanna send our best regards to 
Ed O’Brien, former CEO of the 
Actors Colony and prayers that 
he gets bett er. Whilst we may 
have disagreed with him at times 
concerning decisions he made as a 
politician, we never thought less 
of him as a human being. Politics 
is one thing, humanity another. 
We wish him healing and many 
happy years to come.

~~~
Meanwhile, the defi cit has 

brought up an issue that Neil 
Cavallaro, the major domo of 
the school system is trying to 
git answers to – with litt le re-
sponse. And his gripe might 
be with the city to a certain 
extent, but it’s also to the state 
and the supposed overseers of 
spending and allocations.

One of the things that Neil 
is upset about is the fack that 
money set aside for school 
districks that are considered 
“distressed” is not fully be-
ing deposited into the BOE 
coff ers – and haven’t been for 
several years. So-called “Alli-
ance” funding that is over and 
above what the state gives in 
Education Cost Sharing fund-
ing (ECS). 

Accordin’ to Cavallaro, the 
funding from the state to the 
city has been perty steady for 
the last 15 years or so at about 
$41 million, give or take. Alli-
ance funding is then supposed 

to go directly to the BOE. Well, 
it hasn’t according to the su-
perintendent.

Over the last several years, 
the city has taken the grants 
and put a portion of it into the 
BOE accounts, whilst keep-
ing about $4 million to help 
fund the city side of the bud-
get. And, this money is being 
shown as revenue.  Cavallaro 
estimates that over the years, 
based on his documentation, 
the city has siphoned off  about 
$31 million. That’s a big si-
phon. Meanwhile, the fund-
ing of the education system 
has remained prett y much fl at, 
taking into consideration in-
creases in salaries and benefi ts 
and other expenses that go up 
yearly.

Cavallaro thinks the city’s 
taking the money ain’t exactly 
according to Hoyle, and has 
sent queries to the state Bored 
of Ed, the Offi  ce of Manage-
ment and Budget, which me-
thinks operates the MARB, 
and anyone else who might be 
involved.

His query: if this is supposed 
to be for education spending, 
1) how can state agencies who 
are supposed to be oversee-
ing these allocations let this 
happen? and 2) how did the 
MARB and the auditors let 
this go on for so long? 

One would be accurate to 
call those apt questions.

I guess whatever inquiries 
he’s made to offi  cials upstate 
have been met with shrugs 
and a distinct feeling that this 
is a kett le of fi sh nobody wants 
to start stirring. And you got-
ta fi gger that eff en this city is 
doing a lit’le skimmin’ off  the 
top, other cities are doing it as 
well. Things like this are not 
one-off , they are usually sys-
temic. Our politicos might be 
smart, but it takes world-class 
guile to come up with this idea 
as a recurring way to balance 
part of the books.

Where this goes from here 
is anybody’s guess. But, with 
the BOE under scrutiny for a 
fund balance issue, these are 
the things that crop up when 
things get put under a micro-
scope. Stay tuned!

~~~
Nelly Nuthatch came by and 

sez that she was by the shore 
t’other day and saw that a true 
sign of spring is happening. 
Trucks and graders were out at 
Prospect Beach putt ing in new 
sand for the new season. Re-
building our beach sand every 
year is like some wait for pitchers 
and catchers to appear at spring 
training or the fi rst crocus to pop 
through the ground.

And, eff en yew want another 
sign things are on the upswing, 
we jest got word about the Sandy 
Pernt Association having one of 
its spring clean up eff orts at the 
bird sanctuary off  the aforemen-
tioned point. It’s one o’ those 
things that surely shows things 

are moving. Before yew know it, 
things will be gearing up for the 
Memorial Day weekend parade 
and rites.

~~~
Robby Raven came by and 

sez he perch himself jest onto 
the Savin Rock t’other day to 
say that he’s keepin’ an eye on 
the former Savin Rock Confer-
ence Center/The Kelsey. Work 
that has been suspended for 
the last couple o’ months, 
obviously for winter, have 
perked back up again.

A temporary fence has been 
set up around the whole pe-
rimeter of the building and 
parking lot all the way out to 
Capt. Kangaroo Boulevard. 
And building materials and 
real people are working in-
side. Robby is really interested 
in how much of the building 
as to be revamped or torn out 
as the work gits underway.

Remember that building 
started out as Phyllis’ Restau-
rant way back circa 1970, and 
has several iterations since. 
Not much has been done to 
the building, which has not 
aged well. We shall see.

~~~
Meanwhile over on Beach 

Street, the developer of the Debo-
nair Motel property is working to 
clear out all the debris of the foist 
round of demolition. The only 
thing that remains of the building 
is the outer wall. Then what hap-
pens remains to be seen. We hear-
tell there are plans for condos or 
some residential construction 
– no surprise there. What con-
fi guration it takes or how many is 
still up in the air we’re told. Still 
much to be done red tape-wise. 
Soooo, we shall see.

~~~
Over in the Borough of Al-

lingtown, Madame Olga has 
been polishing her crystal tr-
yin’ to fi gger out when some 
movement will be made on the 
reopening of a library branch 
over there. It’s been about six 
years now since the Piantino 
Library was ousted from its 
longtime home, the former 
Forest School – no Allingtown 
Hall used by the University 
of New Haven. Things have 
dragged on forever, with 
several venues mentioned, 
including at one pernt the 
former CVS site that has lain 
fallow for about three years. 
The most recent, of course, 
was the former John Blake 
Building nee Lincoln School, 
that once housed the Bored of 
Ed. But, that idea was scotched 
(can we still say “scotched”?) 
a month or so ago, when the 
current owners determined it 
would be bett er eff en the place 
was turned into a residential 
venue. Eyes are looking seri-
ously at the combined con-
struction of a library/fi re sta-
tion that was shelved. 

Mitt  luff  und kizzez,

Cobina
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                                                                                Behind the stacksBehind the stacks
Welcome back to Behind 

the Stacks! March marks one 
full year of the library having 
this column in the West Ha-
ven Voice! We are so thankful 
for the opportunity to have 
this article as a way to con-
nect with our community and 
spread the word about all the 
wonderful things our library 
is doing. 

This year’s snowy winter 
weather certainly threw many 
of us for a loop, but for sea-
soned Westies, we are all too 
familiar with the audibles we 
have to call regarding inclem-
ent weather. As the old adage 
goes, “If you don’t like the 
weather in New England, just 
wait a few minutes.” 

To that end, we are on our 
third (and hopefully fi nal) at-
tempt to host our Monday 
Night Book Club Kickoff  at 
Ora Mason! This event was 
originally scheduled in Janu-
ary, moved to February due 
to snow, and then February’s 
“rain” date also got snowed 
out! Let’s hope March will 
bring some luck to the Irish 
and the evening of March 23 
has clear skies (and roads). 
Join us that Monday at 6 p.m.–
no reading required! Just bring 
yourself, share your favorite 
books, and enjoy some cook-
ies while we chat and plan. 
We will do quick introduc-
tions, talk about our reading 
interests, review some book 
options, and vote on our fi rst 
read! If you love books, want 
to read more, or just enjoy a 
cozy group chat with snacks, 
feel free to stop by!

On Tuesday, March 24 step 
into the supernatural with our 
latest program presented by 
author and paranormal ex-
pert Charles Rosenay–True 
Ghost Stories of CT: The Sha-
man & The Showman. Learn 
about the haunted history of 
Connecticut’s most paranor-
mal happenings and watch a 
display of real ghost hunting 
equipment! Registration is re-
quired.

In honor of Women’s Histo-
ry Month, we have teamed up 
with Takisha Carter, a Well-
ness Specialist, plant medi-
cine educator, and founder 
of Native Nubian Wellness. 
Her work focuses on helping 
people support their physical, 
mental, and emotional wellbe-

ing through practical, natural 
lifestyle strategies. Join us at 
the Main Library on Saturday, 
March 21 for This Might Be 
Perimenopause: Real Talk on the 
Hormone Changes Women Expe-
rience–an interactive conversa-
tion to help women recognize 
the early signs of perimeno-
pause and menopause, un-
derstand what’s happening in 
the body, and connect the dots 
between common symptoms 
and the hormone transition. A 
follow up session, Supporting 
Your Body Through the Hormone 
Transition: Natural Strategies 
for Sleep, Stress & Energy, will 
be hosted the following Sat-
urday. This session will focus 
on practical, natural ways to 
support the body during peri-
menopause and menopause, 
including lifestyle, nervous 
system care, and everyday 
wellness approaches to im-
prove sleep, mood, and over-
all balance. 

Finally, on April 4th, there 
will be a screening of the doc-
umentary fi lm The M Factor 
2: Before the Pause-Perimeno-
pause followed by an educa-
tional discussion. 

When we hosted our fi rst-
ever blood drive back in 
January, we were extremely 
encouraged by the amazing 
turnout and support from our 
community. Because of that, 
we will be partnering with 
the Red Cross to host another 
Blood Drive on Wednesday, 
April 8. Stop by the Main Li-
brary anytime between 10am 
and 3pm to donate blood. Re-
freshments will be available 
for donors, and the Red Cross 
will also be giving out Red 
Cross x Life is Good T-shirts 
to donors. Walk-ins are wel-
come throughout the day so 
stop by at your convenience 
or sign up for a specifi c time 
to donate. Please contact the 
library at (203) 937-4233 or the 
Red Cross directly at 1-800-
733-2767 to register for an ap-
pointment.

The Friends of the West 
Haven Library are seeking 
donations for their upcom-
ing book sale. Please bring 
gently used books and DVDs 
to the Main Library by April 
11. The Friends cannot accept 
encyclopedias, textbooks, or 
magazines. Your donations 
make it possible for us to raise 

funds for the library, as well as 
get unwanted books into the 
hands of readers who would 
love them! Feel free to reach 
out with any questions. And 
spread the word.

Finally, we’d like to wish our 
Book Club groups at the Main 
Library a very Happy An-

niversary! March marks two 
years since we launched our 
3 book clubs; and since then, 
they have grown in numbers 
as well as in closeness. 

Members look forward to 
their monthly meet ups even 
if the book isn’t their cup of 
tea–which doesn’t happen of-

ten, but hey, they can’t all be 
winners. 

The camaraderie and com-
munity that has fl ourished in 
each unique club is certainly 
something to celebrate! If in-
terested in joining, don’t hesi-
tate to stop by or call us for 
more information.

The Main Library’s fi rst book club celebrated its second birthday this past Thursday! Caro-
line, Shelara, Keyla, Chuck, Rose, Kate, Nick, Maria, Joanne, Anthony, and Stevie are shown 
posing with a list of books they read in the past year and some birthday cupcakes!

Radon kits still available
It’s not too late to test your home for radon, the second-lead-

ing cause of lung cancer. Radon is a colorless, odorless and natu-
rally occurring radioactive gas formed from the natural decay of 
uranium. It’s found in rock, water and soil.

While radon in outdoor air poses a relatively low risk to hu-
man health, it can enter homes from the surrounding soil and 
become a health hazard inside buildings, according to city 
health offi  cials.

Testing for radon is recommended every two years, offi  cials 
said.

A limited number of free radon test kits have been made avail-
able to West Haven residents by the state Department of Public 
Health. To receive a test kit, call the city Health Department at 
(203) 937-3660.
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Kristi Noem deserved her fate
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
Kristi Noem rides off  into 

the sunset
At times, you could be for-

given for having thought that 
Kristi Noem wanted to be a 
uniformed DHS offi  cer rather 
than the secretary of the de-
partment. 

Now, the cabinet mem-
ber most inclined to glamour 
shots out in the fi eld is going 
to have to go back to wearing 
civilian clothes. 

For all his trademark fi r-
ings during “The Apprentice” 
and the rapid turnover of his 
fi rst term, President Trump 
has been loath to oust top of-
fi cials this time around. Kristi 
Noem is the exception, and 
she’s earned the dubious dis-
tinction. Incompetent and pre-
posterously self-promoting, 
Noem took a serious role and 
made it like something out 
of the HBO political spoof 
“Veep.”

The Wall Street Journal re-
cently published a devastat-
ing report on her time at the 
department, which she ran 
in close partnership with the 
man she’s been rumored to 
be having an aff air with, for-
mer Trump consultant Corey 
Lewandowski (she dismisses 
such reports as tabloid trash). 
It was a litt le like Antony and 
Cleopatra on the Potomac, ex-
cept the empire was a sprawl-
ing bureaucracy and as farce 
rather than tragedy.

According to the Journal, 

Lewandowski fi red a Coast 
Guard pilot who left Noem’s 
blanket behind on another 
plane, and then, when they 
reached their destination, re-
instated him because there 
wasn’t anyone else to fl y them 
home. 

Reportedly, Noem tracked 
how often Tom Homan, the 
border czar who supplanted 
her in Minneapolis, was on TV 
and sought to outpace him. 

The Journal related that Le-
wandowski was desperate to 
get a federally issued gun and 
badge and exacted retribution 
against those who didn’t coop-
erate (he failed to get the gun, 
but apparently got the badge).

DHS offi  cials denied much 
of the Journal story, but even if 
a fraction of it was true, it was 
still damning. 

The two were turfy, sharp-
elbowed bureaucratic players, 
not a new or unusual off ense 
in Washington. But their ene-
mies tended to be people who 
knew what they were doing, 
with Tom Homan high on the 
list.

Noem and Lewandowski 
raised eyebrows by taking 
an unusual amount of con-
trol over the department’s 
spending. Self-dealing played 
a direct role in Noem’s de-
fenestration. The department 
approved a $220 million 
contract -- funneled in part 
through fi rms run by Noem 
and Lewandowski allies -- for 
an ad campaign encouraging 
illegal immigrants to go home. 

The ad starred -- who else? 
-- Kristi Noem. She was on 
horseback and in chaps. The 
implicit message was that if il-
legal immigrants didn’t leave 
on their own, she’d immedi-
ately form a posse and run 
them over the border. It was 
a production worthy of a spa-
ghett i western, or -- more to 
the point, given her political 
ambitions -- a commercial for 
a 2028 presidential campaign. 

Noem couldn’t defend the 
sketchy spending decisions, 
or the blatantly self-glorifying 
ad, or much of anything else, 
in brutal back-to-back House 
and Senate congressional 
hearings that precipitated her 
doom. She’d already been tak-
en down a notch after the Min-
neapolis ICE operation went 
sideways. Not working with 
copious supplies of credibility 
to begin with, she tossed away 
whatever she had by instantly 
labeling both agitators shot by 
DHS agents “domestic terror-
ists.”

All of this said, it was Trump 
who hired Noem despite her 
manifest defi ciencies, includ-
ing no notable experience in 
immigration enforcement. She 
was camera-ready and loyal, 
so why not? Her designated 
replacement, Oklahoma sena-
tor Markwayne Mullin, also 
doesn’t have a background 
in immigration policy. One 
hopes, though, that he won’t 
interfere with the profes-
sionals and will continue the 

See Lowry, page 7

Spring is coming, clean up!
With the coming of spring next week, the annual 

ritual of “spring cleaning” is still practiced in many 
homes in West Haven and elsewhere. This could in-
clude indoor and outdoor tasks to cull out things 
that may have collected, or to repair damage, or 
blemishes that occurred during the past winter. Ei-
ther way, spring cleaning is an annual task to make 
things a bit brighter and newer to go along with the 
revival of life dormant through the cold season.

We are seeing it all around as residents have used 
the sporadic warming we have experienced to be-
gin getting their grounds in order. Repairs are be-
ing made, touch-ups applied where needed and, now 
that the crocuses have appeared, yard work is be-
coming a weekend task again.

While many do take the opportunity to make their 
homes and spaces better, we fi nd that in our little 
corner of the universe, quite a number do not. This 
is particularly the case for many places where ab-
sentee ownership is the rule. Over the last couple 
of decades properties have become accumulations of 
investors, rather than owned by those who would live 
in them. Many use property management companies 
that do regular maintenance as part of their contrac-
tual obligations, but just as many smaller clusters 
of properties, owned by individuals or consortiums, 
are too concentrated on collecting rents than making 
sure their properties are well maintained.

One example of this, and one we have discussed 
on various occasions, is the allowance of tenants to 
use front lawns as parking areas. One needs only 
to travel along any major downtown thoroughfare to 
understand what we mean. The parking of vehicles 
on front lawns depreciates the area, not only the par-
ticular property.

Property ownership includes a responsibility to 
maintain one’s grounds as well as one’s building. 
While many take this responsibility seriously, too 
many do not.

Keeping the city clean is a combined effort. While 
the city and its various departments have tasks to ac-
complish, such as rebuilding sidewalks and streets, 
property owners must do their part.

This includes business properties, not only those 
along major thoroughfares, but those in every part of 
the city. While it is only anecdotal, it seems in those 
places where businesses and industries fail to prop-
erly maintain their areas, homeowners follow suit.

Prior to the end of last summer, an announcement 
was made by the Borer administration that various 
departments would be included in aiding prod prop-
erty owners into keeping up their areas. We encour-
age the administration to enter this new season with 
renewed vigor in this regard. For most a letter or no-
tice is all it will take, while others might need some-
thing a bit more stringent.

Keeping the city clean, maintaining its neighbor-
hoods and businesses, and engendering an attitude 
of city pride are a joint effort of the private and public 
sectors of the city. Expecting the city to do its part 
while failing to make individual private properties at 
their best will not accomplish the goal.

This is a citywide effort, requiring resident property 
owners, absentee owners, businesses, and munici-
pal departments to work together.

We all want a cleaner, brighter city. It can only 
come about if we work together.
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Homan-backed approach of focusing on apprehending illegal 
immigrants who have committ ed other criminal off enses and 
received fi nal orders of removal, and ramping up worksite en-
forcement. 

The French World War I-era statesman Georges Clemenceau 
once said, “War is too important to be left to the generals.” By 
the same token, immigration enforcement is too important to be 
left to self-serving glory hounds who are focused more on the 
main chance than the underlying mission. 

Trump’s fi rst fi ring was the right one. 
Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Lowry: Noem ouster

Susman gift advances
UNH business schoolBoating Safety class scheduled

The Department of Parks and Recreation is partnering with 
Milford Flotilla 24-03 of the Coast Guard Auxiliary to offer a 
state boating certificate course and test — all in one day. The 
course is scheduled from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. April 4 at Park-Rec’s 
Painter Park office, 190 Kelsey Ave.

The Coast Guard’s comprehensive combination NASBLA-
approved course topics include: Introduction to boating, 
Boating laws, Safety equipment, Basic navigation, Boating 
problems, Operating requirements for a personal watercraft 
(PWC), Trailering, storage and protecting your boat, Hunting 
and fishing, Waterskiing and towing, River boating.

Successful completion of the in-person, one-day combination 
BA/PWC/SKI course qualifies students to purchase the 
Connecticut safe boating/PWC towing combination (CPWO) 
license.

Prior to taking the class, each student should create an online 
account at https://ct.aspirafocus.com/internetsales. Students 
must create a new account if they don’t already have one, then 
print the page that includes a Conservation ID number and 
bring it to the class. Once the test score is entered into the state 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection’s system, 
students can use the account to purchase and print your CT 
Boaters Certificate.

Low-vision group meets monthly
“Our Journey Of Sight” is a  a low-vision/blind support group 
that meets the hird Friday of the month from 10 to noona t the 
West Haven Public Library,300 Main St.  New members are wel-
come.

Senior Center hosts trip to Newport 
The West Haven Senior Center is sponsoring a trip to New-

port, RI on  Tuesday, June 23rd! Travelers will go on a 75-minute 
narrated, scenic harbor cruise aboard the Coastal Queen, inde-
pendently tour The Marble House, and have a tasty lunch at 
the Brick Alley Pub. The trip will be depart at 7 a,m.. from the 
Vertical Church parking lot, 225 Meloy Road, ven to then pick 
up travelers at the East Haven Senior. They leave the East Haven 
Senior Center at 7:30, departing  from Newport at 5 p.m. 

Cost is $170, which includes roundtrip coach transportation, 
driver gratuity, admission to independently tour The Marble 
House, lunch at Brick Alley Pub, and cruise aboard the Coastal 
Queen. There will be free time to shop after lunch. Non-Res-
idents & Non-WHSC Members are welcome! To reserve your 
spot and receive further information, please call the West Haven 
Senior Center at (203)-937-3507!

Land Trust sponsors poetry contest
The Land Trust of West Haven, Inc., invites students across 

the city to celebrate the beauty of the natural world through po-
etry.

Students are encouraged to write about the wonders of nature 
that inspire them — from towering trees and blooming fl ow-
ers to peaceful moments along the water. The contest aims to 
deepen appreciation for the environment and encourage the 
next generation to care for and protect it.

The competition is open to West Haven students in grades 
K–12 in both public and private schools.

Poems must be submitt ed in hard copy to the student’s Eng-
lish teacher by April 6. Each submission should have the stu-
dent’s name, grade, and school writt en clearly on the back.

Winners will be announced later in April, and prizes will be 
awarded in all grades at an event that celebrates both Poetry 
Month and Earth Day. Look out for details in the next edition 
of The Voice
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David Sussman, chief visionary offi  cer of The 
Family Security Plan, a second-generation Con-
necticut-based insurance business, is making 
a signifi cant gift to support the development 
of a pioneering space in the planned new on-
campus home of the University of New Hav-
en’s Pompea College of Business, scheduled to 
break ground later this year. 

The University of New Haven announced it 
has received a seven-fi gure commitment from 
the local entrepreneur that will support the 
development of a fi rst-of-its-kind sales insti-
tute that will be located in the new home of the 
University’s Pompea College of Business that is 
being developed on its main campus in West 
Haven. 

“The Sussman Family Sales Institute at 
the Pompea College of Business will serve as 
a global beacon of modern sales excellence, 
redefi ning how the world views, teaches, and 
innovates in the profession of sales,” says Suss-
man, a long-time benefactor of the university 
and a member of the Pompea College of Busi-
ness’ Advisory Board. “As the fi rst-of-its-kind 
sales institute in Connecticut, it will seamlessly 
integrate cutt ing-edge technology, ethical lead-
ership, and cross-industry collaboration to de-
velop graduates who are among the world’s 
most sought after sales innovators,”

“We are most grateful for the generosity of 

David and for the longstanding support of the 
Sussman family,” said Jens Frederiksen, presi-
dent of the University of New Haven. “David 
is a true pioneer in brilliantly integrating inno-
vative sales practices for his successful insur-
ance business that has enabled it to excel in an 
incredibly competitive marketplace. The Suss-
man Family Sales Institute will have a trans-
formative impact on our students’ futures and 
in advancing our mission of delivering an un-
paralleled return on investment for our gradu-
ates.”

Through the Sussman Family Sales Institute, 
students will study and apply the most suc-
cessful sales strategies, prepare for local and 
national competitions, and network with in-
dustry leaders. 

Sussman fi rst got involved with the Univer-
sity through his mother, Janice, a 1983 gradu-
ate of the University’s Executive MBA program 
and a former member of its Board of Governors. 

A sought-after motivational speaker, Suss-
man, spoke to students at the University’s 
inaugural “Charge Back” program last sum-
mer. Earlier this year, he hosted a panel dis-
cussion with students who took part in the 
fi rst cohort of his Uccountability program, a 
peer-to-peer achievement system that provides 
structure, support, and consistent account-
ability to help anyone accomplish their goals.
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WHPD Awards 
City offi  cers salute during the Police Department’s annual awards ceremony March 10 in the 

West Haven High School auditorium. Chief Joseph S. Perno and Mayor Dorinda Borer, not 
pictured, recognized several members of the department at the ceremony, which highlighted 
“the dedication, professionalism, and commitment our offi  cers demonstrate every day while 
serving our community.” Perno and Borer delivered remarks and awarded certifi cates of com-
mendation and unit citations to offi  cers “who have gone above and beyond in the performance 
of their duties.” They also awarded such special commendations as the Lifesaving Award, the 
Medal of Honor and the Purple Heart. 

Left -- Police Chief Joseph S. Perno, left, congratulates Sgt. Joseph Riehl on receiving the 
department’s Medal of Honor for gallantry at the risk of life beyond the call of duty

Teacher advocates for state funding
By Rob Forleo
Special to the Voice
Across Connecticut, conver-

sations about school funding 
continue as educators, poli-
cymakers, and communities 

examine how the state’s Edu-
cation Cost Sharing (ECS) for-
mula supports public schools. 
The formula determines how 
state funding is distributed 
to school districts and plays 

an important role in helping 
communities meet the needs 
of their students. Because the 
foundation amount used in the 
formula was last set in 2013, 
discussions have taken place 
in recent years about how ris-
ing costs and changing stu-
dent needs factor into school 
budgets across the state.

One of the educators par-
ticipating in these discussions 
is Kristen Scanlon, a literacy 
teacher at Savin Rock Com-
munity School in West Ha-
ven with 28 years of experi-
ence. She began her career as 
a fourth grade teacher, a role 
she held for 13 years, and for 
the past 15 years has served as 
the school’s literacy teacher. In 
addition to her work support-
ing students and teachers, she 
serves as President of the West 
Haven Federation of Teachers 
and School Nurses (WHFT), 
where she has been involved 
in recent advocacy eff orts re-
lated to state education fund-
ing.

When asked about her role 
and how it supports reading 
outcomes, Scanlon explained 
her focus.

“My role as a literacy teach-
er focuses on helping students 
develop strong reading, writ-
ing, speaking, listening, and 
comprehension skills, “ she 
said. “In particular, I provide 

direct instruction to struggling 
readers and target support to 
help students become bett er, 
confi dent readers and writ-
ers.” 

She also explained that as-
sessing students’ progress and 
reading levels is a key part 
of the work because it helps 
guide instruction and student 
support. The role includes 
collaborating with teachers, 
sharing reading strategies 
with families, organizing lit-
eracy nights, coordinating 
guest speakers and fi eld trips, 
providing professional devel-
opment, revising curriculum, 
and inviting community mem-
bers to participate in activities 
such as Read Across America 
Day. According to Scanlon, 
these eff orts help support stu-
dents while creating a school 
culture that values reading 
and learning.

Along with her work sup-
porting literacy instruction, 
Scanlon has recently partici-
pated in state-level discus-
sions about school funding. 
She spoke before Connecticut 
legislative committ ees, includ-
ing the Appropriations Com-
mitt ee in February 2026 and 
the Education Committ ee on 
March 4, where she supported 
Senate Bill 7, legislation relat-
ed to educational equity and 
updates to the ECS formula. 

When discussing the advo-
cacy eff ort known as the Fix 
the Formula initiative, she ex-
plained how it was organized 
by the American Federation of 
Teachers Connecticut and sup-
ported by local unions across 
the state, including the WHFT. 

“March 4 was a call for ac-
tion day in Hartford at the 
Legislative Offi  ce Building for 
the legislature to hopefully 
realize that the time is now to 
fi x the formula and to increase 
the funds now,” she said. 

She also noted that the 
ECS formula has not been in-
creased since 2013 even as dis-
tricts continue to experience 
rising costs related to infl ation, 
transportation, and special ed-
ucation services.

To explain how educators 
showed support, Scanlon said, 
“The WHFT partnered with 
the BOE to wear blue on March 
4th because we could not take 
everyone to Hartford to testify 
or att end the press conferenc-
es revolving around the ‘fi x 
the formula’ initiative,” she 
said. “Teachers and students 
needed to be where they were, 
in the classroom teaching and 
learning. Wearing blue was a 
sign of solidarity.” 

Staff  across the district wore 
the city’s color in their class-
rooms and school buildings to 

See Schools, page 12

Photo courtesy of Rob Forleo

Mayor Dorinda Borer discusses school issues with Kristen 
Scanlon.
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outside company. Those re-
sults are pending.

The management company 
is listed as LYP Management 
LLC, located at 1268 Old 
Colony Road in Wallingford 
as well as 459 Central Ave. in 
the Westville section of New 
Haven, Yoseph Katz  is listed 
as the managing member. An 
att empt to gain comment from 

Mr. Katz  was unsuccessful.
Since the complaints, LYP 

has done some repairs, still 
leaving it in major disrepair, 
said Bartolomeo. 

LYP did tell the city the is-
sues were fi xed via email, but 
city offi  cials were unaware of 
the repairs. 

Offi  cials only became aware 
when Bartolomeo let them 
know.

Despite the work, Bartolo-
meo believes the city is not ag-
gressive enough in pursuing 
penalties or check-ups on the 
building and its conditions, 
despite multiple newer pleas 
for help. 

As of press time, the investi-
gation has been fi led as “ongo-
ing” by West Haven offi  cials. 

Bartolomeo is current-
ly in the process of a lawsuit 

against the management com-
pany, saying that he is hoping 
to hold the management com-
pany accountable. 

A city report, obtained by 
the Voice, shows communi-
cation between LYP Manage-
ment and the city to address 
problems.

One email showcases LYP 
Management lett ing West Ha-
ven Building Department 
Property Maintenance Code 
Inspector James Harriott  know 
that there was a plumber on-
site fi xing a leak. 

Bartolomeo pointed out that 
the city lacks any true rent-
er help when it comes to build-
ing conditions. West Haven’s 
Fair Rent Commission is more 
scoped toward rent pricing, 
rather than helping a tenant 

in any type of rental category. 
He pointed out the neighbor-
ing New Haven’s city system 
which has the Livable City Ini-
tiative, which works to protect 
and enhance the quality of life 
for all city residents. 

Bartolomeo believes that 
West Haven should create a 
branch like the Livable City 
Initiative, to help West Haven 
residents. 

“West Haven has individu-
als doing their best to enforce 
city code, but they are not en-
forcing tenants’ rights,” said 
Bartolomeo, also stating that 
the current system that West 
Haven has helps companies 
like LYP, “to basically tell them 
[the tenant] to go ahead and 
report them because nothing 
is going to happen to them.” 

Evergreen Cemetery & Crematory
We’re Here When You Need Us

• Cremation (Choose to be cremated at Evergreen.)
• Columbarium in the Most Beautiful Cremation Garden

• Reserve your Niche in a secure location pre-need.
• Reserve a Niche for family and friends or purchase a Niche

at-need to safely secure your loved one in the Columbarium.
• Burial Lots (infant, single, two-grave, or four-grave)
• Monuments & Markers (black, gray, or pink granite)
• Flower program (single or multiple placement)
•

website.

769 Ella T. Grasso Boulevard, New Haven CT 06519
203.624.5505 or evergreencem.org 

Apartment: Resident pleads for assistance

Photos by Dominic Konareski

Collapsing walls are a big problem as well as a boiler that 
stopped working during the coldest days of the winter.
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Borer did increase funding to us in her 
fi rst two budgets, the amount fell short 
of what we needed to sustain a status 
quo budget. I would make the case that 
our services have not increased nor 
have the manner in which we operat-
ed. Frankly, we have not been funded 
properly to maintain them.”

Alliance funding is a grant given 
to districts that are designated “dis-
tressed” and are meant to cushion 
education costs over and above the Ed-
ucation Cost Sharing allocated by the 
General Assembly’s biennial budget.

The departure of long-time Business 
Manager Matt hew Cavallaro (no rela-
tion) also put some added pressure on 
funding as some bills were overpaid. A 
manager has replaced the immediate 
successor to Cavallaro, and things are 
back to normal. But one big mistake 
was made by the replaced replacement 
of Cavallaro.

“One thing that I recently found out 
was that the December 2024 payroll 
was not posted to our accounts until 
April. While I am certainly no accoun-
tant and am not familiar with proce-
dures, I believe that this caused her to 
believe we had more funds than were 
available. In the end, it still comes to 
not having resources available to us 
that we had in the past,” he said.

The fl ux of new personnel to replace 
Matt  Cavallaro also upset longstand-
ing review and reconciliations that 
were sent to the Board and the Mu-
nicipal Accountability Review Board 

(MARB) before its exit last year.
“Our new business manager has 

put procedures in place to keep track 
of where we stand. For example, she 
will be giving monthly reports to the 
Board. Matt  used to provide that infor-
mation regularly to MARB and then to 
the Board. 

“Unfortunately, when he left, and 
the offi  ce was in fl ux, it did not occur 
as it should have,” Cavallaro said. 

When asked about special education 
costs and their volatility, Cavallaro 
was curt.

“Special Education can fl uctuate 
dramatically,” he said. “In addition to 
tuition increases, families of students 
who are placed in a facility outside the 
district and move into the city, we be-
come responsible for their education. 
Just last week, a child in DCF custody 
was placed in a foster home in West 
Haven. We are now responsible for 
paying that child’s tuition. While we 
try to anticipate these events, it is not 
an exact science.”

Cavallaro said, fi nally, he is doing 
his part to soften the burden of the tax-
payers, but in the end, increases will 
have to be considered and eventually 
made to keep the system operating.

“As someone who grew up in this 
city, I understand the burden placed 
on the local taxpayer. If you look at 
my track record, which includes clos-
ing schools and turning back sev-
eral buildings to the city during my 
tenure, I believe I have managed the 
money well,” he said. “I have already 

begun to look at potential cuts for the 
next school year and have spent time 
this year working on ways to increase 
state funding. I believe, however, that 
the city must do its share. I have con-
cluded that future cuts will hurt the 
district and that realistically, there are 
very few options that will save money 
but protect the integrity of the school 
system. That includes, most important-
ly, hiring and retaining a high-quality 
teaching staff .

Meanwhile, Mayor Dorinda Borer 
wanted to amplify the board and city 
are working together to help stem 
diffi  culties that were shown in recent 
months, and point some mutually 
agreed changes that will take place.

“Critical att ention is needed by the 
Board of Ed to improve the manage-
ment of fi nances so that budget-to-
actual is tracked in real time and there 
is bett er controls in place which can 
result in bett er decision making.  Even 
though the BOE is fi nally making good 
progress with the help of the city fi -
nance director working with the BOE 
new fi nance director, there was very 
limited budget monitoring in place.  
As a result, the BOE could not confi rm 
they had a defi cit until this past Dec.-6 
months after the books closed on June 
30. Even though we saw BOE expenses 
running high (the city pays BOE bills) 
and kept inquiring, Neil responded 
that they were balanced,” she said.

The new procedures are taking eff ect 
and bearing fruit, the mayor said.

“The fi rst budget/actual report was 

fi nally provided a few weeks ago.  This 
is the fi rst budget to actual report the 
Board of Ed members have received in 
almost a year.  The $100M FY 27 bud-
get presented to the Board of Educa-
tion members in February requesting a 
$5m increase in funding from the city 
was provided and voted on with no 
report of status of current fi nances,” 
she said.  “When asked in the last BOE 
meeting who is monitoring the bud-
get it was confi rmed that the manag-
ers were never trained on MUNIS (the 
City & BOE budget system) so that 
they can monitor their budget and look 
for fl ags or over runs.  They are being 
trained now.”

Mayor Borer said one point has to be 
understood when discussing the BOE 
and fi nancing.

“One fi nal note, please keep in mind, 
the city provides funding to the BOE  
but by law we can not tell them how to 
spend it.  There are very limited ways 
to hold BOE accountable,” she said. 
“There is a state law and our Charter 
however, which I reminded everyone 
of which states the superintendent 
should be providing to me and the 
Board of Ed members the budget/actu-
al status report and should be posting 
their information online. It also states 
any transfers or over runs need to be 
reported to the city.   This is starting to 
change albeit slowly. If I had to guess, 
in many years previously the BOE bal-
anced and had surpluses but this year 
they hit a cliff  because of rising costs 
and are now having to get organized.”

Deficit: City, BOE working to correct flaws

Continued from page 3
In recounting the correspondence he has sent to 

several agencies, he said he got litt le help or feed-
back.

“I have countless emails to the State Department 
of Education and Offi  ce of Policy and Management 
questioning it, but as I said before, no one wants to 
get involved. In fact, Secretary Jeff ry Beckham, from 
OPM, was the one who suggested an audit because 
he understood my concern. I believe that the Depart-
ment of Education should have interceded, but to 
date, has chosen not to,” he said.

Cavallaro said he is not blaming the current ad-
ministration for the practice but believes it should be 
part of solving the current matt er. In fact, the city has 
changed its practice.

“While I certainly, don’t believe this administra-
tion is responsible for the error, it is now incumbent 
upon them via working with state agencies or by re-
viewing the audit, we must now work to make the 
adjustments,” he said.

Regarding the current $8 million defi cit, Cavallaro 
draws a direct line between the missing funds and 
the current shortfall.

“Blaming the Board of Education is not the solu-
tion. Again, had that money come to the Board per 
state law, there would be no defi cit, and if I am 
wrong, why has the city changed its practice and is 
allowing us to take the full amount of the grant? he 
asked.

While he has put in a notice of claim, Cavallaro is 
still in consultations concerning a possible lawsuit.

“I understand that there were timelines and the au-
ditor needed to be put on notice, but I’ve yet to speak 
with those representing the city to understand the 
logic of a potential suit. In full disclosure, the Board’s 
att orney has been contacted by that law fi rm, but I 
am not satisfi ed with the litt le I have heard,” he said.

He said, fi nally, he had three questions that need 
answering from city offi  cials.

“Finally, while I cannot speak directly to what the 
city did with the $31 million, here are a few questions 
I have:  What is the city’s current fund balance? If a 
mill is about $3-$4 million, and the city has been tak-

ing that amount of money each year from the Board, 
are taxes being kept artifi cially lower as a result? 
Wasn’t one of the criteria to be released from MARB, 
a healthy fund balance? he posed. “Let me be per-
fectly clear, while the city must now be held account-
able, this the fi rst and foremost a failure of OPM and 
its secretary and the negligence on the State Depart-
ment of Education to allow this practice to begin and 
occur over the many years that it has.”

Mayor Dorinda Borer, meanwhile, is trying to un-
derstand what happened in the years leading up to 
this year. Both offi  cials insist they are working in tan-
dem.

“It appears that in 2013 the methodology for how 
the funding was provided to the Board of Educa-
tion by the city changed  I cannot locate any records 
showing why this change occurred, but it is fl awed 
as the city is supposed to provide funding to the BOE 
in two separate buckets and separate out the Alliance 
so that it can be accounted for separately,” she said. 
“While we have all confi rmed that this methodology 
the city changed back  then is fl awed, there has been 
no certifi ed confi rmation that the city submitt ing the 
funds in one lump sum rather than separated out re-
sulted in a shortfall to the Board of Education and if 
so how much.”

Borer said she has taken steps to look into the mat-
ter and provide steps for the future.

“As mayor, it is of course my responsibility to per-
form due diligence to now sort this all out to ensure 
that funding the city received was allocated appro-
priately and to determine the path forward. There-
fore, I have engaged an independent legal and ac-
counting analysis to be performed. This review takes 
time as it is not a simple formula but instead many 
nuances have to be considered such as;  how much 
the city received vs what was provided to the BOE, 
but also how was the BOE able to balance and re-
turn funding to the city in the years in question if the 
BOE was short  (e.g. in 2021 Boe returned $2.7mil-
lion to the city in excess of what they needed) or how 
would the MARB or anyone involved in the Board of 
Ed not recognize the issue and require the process to 
be changed if it was shorting the education funding. 

How did the Superintendent submit the annual re-
port to the State confi rming the Alliance was received 
properly?  For me to be able to back track all of this 
and pull the records out and reconcile is quite a task 
but one we are working through but as I said I need 
assistance through an outside accountant,” she said.

Once the facts have been nailed down, she said, the 
city will work with state offi  cials for a solution.

“Whether it is determined there is a shortfall or 
not, once the review is completed, Superintendent 
Cavallaro and I will continue to work together, 
which we have ,and will meet with the State Depart-
ment of Education for guidance, but the state’s initial 
reaction was to suggest we perform our own analysis 
internally fi rst,” she said.

Funding: City appropriated Alliance dollars

The Sandy Point Association is sponsoring its an-
nual cleanup of the bird sanctuary and surrounding 
area on Saturday, March 28 (rain date, March 29) 
from 11. a.m. until mid-afternoon. 

Trash bags, trash pickers, gloves, snacks and bot-
tled water will be provided. Staff  from Audubon CT 
and CT DEEP will provide volunteers with back-
ground on the importance of this cleanup to nest-
ing shorebirds, many of which are federally or state 
threatened.  Ample free parking will be available in 
the Sanctuary parking lot, located at Beach Street and 
Third Avenue Extension, 

Every year, large amounts of trash and debris wash 
up on the barrier beach, shoreline, and marshes of 
the Bird Sanctuary.  This spring clean-up eff ort was 
highly successful last year in helping the Piping Plo-
ver, Least Tern and American Oystercatchers to suc-
cessfully nest last season!  The four pairs of Ameri-
can Oystercatchers that nested at Sandy Point last 
summer fl edged four chicks, more than any other 
shoreline site in CT!  

The cleanup this year will provide an opportunity 
to thoroughly remove debris that has washed ashore 
over the winter from all sections of the Sanctuary 
while also providing signifi cant access to the shore-
line and tidal fl ats (low tide that day will be around 
2:30.

Sandy Pt. cleanup March 28
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Hot off the 
press!

The students of St. Law-
rence are excited to announce 
the launch of their new stu-
dent-writt en newspaper, The 
Chargers Voice. The paper 
was inspired from career day 
at the school after the kids 
met with Editor William Ric-
cio, of the West Haven Voice 
about publishing a newspa-
per. They were so inspired , 
that they started their own. 
The fi rst edition has just 
been published. Writt en by 
the students, the newspaper 
features stories and events 
about the people and activi-
ties who make the school 
special along with articles 
that refl ect the school’s Cath-
olic faith and religious life. 

Continued from page 9
show support for the initiative while continuing their work 
with students.

Scanlon also emphasized that the advocacy eff ort has in-
volved collaboration across many parts of the community. She 
noted the participation of educators, union representatives, and 
school staff  who supported the eff ort by att ending budget meet-
ings, helping mobilize colleagues, and participating in outreach 
eff orts. 

She also recognized the partnership with district and city 
leadership, including Superintendent Neil Cavallaro, Board of 
Education Chairman Cebi Waterfi eld, and Mayor Dorinda Bor-
er, who submitt ed testimony and communicated with state of-
fi cials regarding the topic of school funding. She also acknowl-
edged the work of union leadership and colleagues who helped 
organize the eff ort, including assistance with outreach, creating 
materials, and preparing testimony.

The work surrounding the ECS formula continues as educa-
tors and community members remain engaged in discussions 
about school funding. Scanlon explained that eff orts are un-
derway to encourage educators to contact their representatives 
through an organized email campaign so they can share the 
needs of their schools and students. Educators are also plan-
ning to att end a legislative meeting at Wilbur Cross High School 
on March 14, where they will have the opportunity to speak 
directly with lawmakers about the importance of updating the 
funding formula for districts like West Haven.

After nearly three decades working in West Haven Public 
Schools, Scanlon continues to focus on supporting literacy in-
struction while also participating in statewide conversations 
about education funding. Through her work in the classroom 
and her involvement in these discussions, she remains commit-
ted to supporting students and the schools that serve them.

Schools: Teacher
advocates for city

Photos courtesy of SLS

Students of the Month
St. Lawrence School’s Students of the Month program honored designated students recently 

for both February and March. February: Front Row - James H, Connor L, Sophia R, Vernon T. 
Back Row - Deacon Dean Macchio, Lehanna P, Omario E, Sophia F, Aria S, and the Rev. Ri-
cardo Borja.

March: Front Row - Duy T, Erika H, Connor B, Helena K. Back Row - Mr. Messina, Lina D, 
Bianca A, Sebastian H, Sophia S, and the Rev. José Mercado

Voice still looking for local writers
Have  a photo or a story that can only be told by you? The 

Voice is looking for resident correspondents, who will tell the 
stories from their streets or neighborhoods that everyone should 
know about.

The program, begun that the beginning of 2025 has been very 
successul, and has brought in information that is not only iinter-
esting to the immeidate area of origination, but has touched the 
entire city. 

All photos and information are subject to the same editing and 
processing that goes into all items for the paper, and remain the 
property of the publication.

Lett ers are encouraged from responsible parties on issues con-
cerning the nation, state or city. All lett ers must include a name, 
address, and phone number for verifi cation of identity. No lett er 
will be published if the information is omitt ed. Similarly, names 
will not be withheld for legal considerations.

All lett ers are edited for clarity and grammar, and will be in-
cluded on a space-available baisis.

Those wishing to send stories and photos, or just stand-alone 
photos are encouraged to do so by contacting the Voice offi  ce ei-
ther by its email address: info@westhavenvoice.com, or phone, 
(203) 934-6397 during regular business hours,  9 a.m. to 4 p.m.’



Historian’s corner                  Historian’s corner                  By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine
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Jim Spina’s Savin Rock
Part Two …

“The Rock”  Creativity in 
Action

New legislation outlaw-
ing  the spinning wheels in 
the stands on the waterside of 
West Haven was a strong mo-
tivator driving ordinary peo-
ple who fought for freedom in 
WW2  to fi nd ways to recover 
lost income. 

This homemade wooden  
“Lady Luck” bumper car was 
the start of creating  

new games of skill  that re-
covered the money needed by 
most middle class folks. Yes, 
it is mounted on a single old  
roller skate.

Here’s how it worked: 
Imagine the numbers on a  
money wheel being unfolded 
to create a fl at track with rub-
ber band ends so where “Lady 
Luck” could bounce “to and 
frow” until she stopped on 
a winning number.  Here’s a 
miniature model of such a 22 
numbered track.

However, after about three 
years, legislators realized 
that the track was really a fl at 
wheel and outlawed it!  Hmm, 
what’s next? 

Well, the legislators just 
could not shut down the 
brainpower of the “Rocco’s  ‘n  
“Big Jim’s”. Look at this early 
“ game of skill” that arrived at 
the “Rock”.

“Ten is the winning num-
ber! One dollar to the winner. 
Who’s next?”

The wood ball is the size of 
a softball. One of the artists 
in the community carved 33 
fl at services on the ball, one 
for each number. All numbers 
were completely in balance & 
the ball cost $50 to make.  The 
player would select a number 
from the 33 numbered layout 

and pay a quarter to play.  He 
or she would then skillfully 
toss the ball into a 30x30 inch 
level box surrounded inside 
by spring bands that  caused 
it to rock ‘n roll. Hopefully, 
it would stop on their cho-
sen number. Eventually, the 
ball was added to a gambling 
game list and removed from 
action. It was more than just 
a creative idea … it was also a  
true work of art.

Are You Sure You Wanted to 
work at Savin Rock in 1950?

Classic research concerning 
job satisfaction tells us that in-
teresting work, recognition for 
a job well done and being in 
on things are the keys to high 
job satisfaction.

Seasonal work at the “Rock” 
had all those things. A con-
cessionaire met new people 
every day and night and was 
in charge of the “joint”. Deci-
sions were made locally & not 
from a big boss upstairs.

 “Breaking the ice” with  
your fi rst  “hit” of the day by 
taking money in was a proud 
move. When asked, “Break the 
ice? …your answer ,Yep!”, al-
ways brought a smile to your 
face. 

The night streets were excit-
ing with Merry Go Round mu-
sic, the Laughing Lady mak-
ing real people laugh, constant 
movement of great 1950 cars 
with blaring radios and happy 
people driving them. Even 
the cops were cool. When you 
turned in the take at closing 
the phrase, “Nice Job” felt 
good.

Don’t get me wrong. Like 
any other good place to work 
there were problems. Take a 
Sunday opening, for exam-
ple. Guys arrived at about 11 
a.m. after handling another 11 
hours at work on previous day 

and Saturday night.       
We worked for seven nights 

in a row and all weekend days 
and nights during the short 
season. The guys & cash were 
good and, except for sore feet 
about 8:30 on Sunday nights, 
no real complaints. I worked 
for ten seasons starting when 
I was eleven as a “go-for kid” 
and ending when I was a full 
time Coke game concession-
aire at age 21.  

Ring One – Take One!
Jim Spina

Meet the Author
Jim graduated from the 

New Haven State Teachers 
College and began his career 
during the 1960s  by  teach-
ing elementary students in the 
greater New Haven Area.

Soon after, he joined the fac-
ulty of Bailey Middle School 
where he taught science.  As 
his career advanced, he be-
came a guidance counselor at 
WHHS. and  later served as 
principal at Thompson and 
First Avenue Schools. He re-
tired after 21 years of teaching.

Spina earned his Ph.D. from 
the University of Connecticut 
and, after retirement, taught 
full time for 16 years at College 
Park’s University of Maryland 
in the highly rated R.H. Smith  
School of Business.

 His courses for undergrad 
and graduate students 
included business strategy, 
managing change, H.R. laws 
and practices, organizational 
management, and innovative 
problem-solving techniques.

In addition, he taught ex-
ecutive MBA candidates at 
other Maryland campuses in 
Baltimore, Washington D.C., 
West Virgina, Zurich, and 
Beijing. He consistently re-
ceived University recognition 
for outstanding contributions 
to learning and received the 
prestigious Krowe Teaching 
Award.

During that period,  he also 
founded a management con-
sultancy. Typical clients in-
clude Fortune 500 media, ex-
ecutive teams in luxury hotels, 
along with major intelligence 
government agencies and pri-
vate manufacturing leader-
ship teams.         

Jim keeps busy as a manage-
ment consultant and business 
book author. He launched his 
writing career in 1964, when 
he entered a Writer’s Digest 
short story contest and fi n-
ished in the top 4% against the 
competition of 4,000 other en-
tries.  His fi ve current publica-
tions are listed with Amazon 
and his publisher Emerald 

Publishing  Ltd. based in the 
U.K.  Business book number 
six is now in press.  He is a 
past member of the Authors 
Guild as a Traditional Author.

Dan Shine is a columnist for 
the West Haven Voice, and 
local history buff

Above -- The barrel organ 
that rang out along Beach 
street daily and is now owned 
by a collector. It was one of 
the long lasting memories of 
residents, workers and those 
patronizing concessions at 
the amusement park. Right 
-- Jim Spina today. A known 
writer, lecturer and elderly 
statesmen, he taught in city 
schools for two decades be-
fore getting his Ph. D and 
teaching business at the Uni-
versity of Maryland.



CARE GIVER
 IN WEST HAVEN

Two minutes from bus stop, 2 or 
3 days per week. $17/hour. Call 
203-508-3672.

AVON CALLING
Looking for Avon? Call Phyl-
lis Franco, (203) 932-9367, and I 
will drop off a brochure. Over 
30 years’ experience, Friendly 
service.

INCOME TAX
MANY CHANGES IN TAX LAWS WILL AFFECT YOUR 2025 TAXES
LET ME HELP YOU GET YOUR REFUNDS! OVER 45 YEARS PREPARING TAXES 
IN A PROFESSIONAL, TIMELY, AND COST-EFFICIENT MANNER
NO WAITING WITH PICK-UP OR DROP-OFF SERVICE AVAILABLE. CALL BILL AT 
(203)934-9525.

AMC LANDSCAPING, LLC
Power washing, fall clean-up as well as yard maintenance. Snow 

removal. Reasonable rates. Call Arturo, (203) 619-4938.

JAY’S LAWN SERVICE
Summer clean-up, fertilizing, roto-tilling. Accepting customers for 

summer lawn service in WH area. Free Estimates. Trucks available for 
light trucking and hauling. Veterans’ discount. Call (203) 435-3319.
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Classified

Continued from page 16
West Haven (22-4) jumped 

out to a 4-0 lead to start the 
game on baskets by Sirabio-
nian and Morris, and another 
Sirabionian basket got West 
Haven within 9-8 after one 
quarter.

For as good as West Haven 
played defensively, the Green 
Knights followed an Aaron 
Johnson dunk with a basket of 
their own in the fi nal seconds 
of the fi rst half to lead West 
Haven 21-20 at halftime.

Loshon Roman then sparked 
the Westies as he scored six of 
West Haven’s eight points on 
an 8-0 run to start the second 
half for a 27-21 lead. West Hav-
en never trailed again, leading 
by as many as 11 points, 35-24, 
when Johnson was fouled on 
a 3-point att empt and hit all 
three free throws.

Quincy Dormevil led the 
Green Knights with 23 points. 
Johnson led West Haven with 
10 points, while Sirabionian 
scored 10, and Morris fi nished 
with eight. 

The team opened the CIAC 
Division I state tournament 
with a 70-41 victory over 15th-
seeded Danbury. 

The second-seeded Westies 
never trailed in the victory as 
Aaron Johnson opened the 
game with a pair of 3-pointers, 
and Makell Hailey scored six 
points for a 12-6 fi rst quarter 
lead. 

Matt  Morgan opened the 
second quarter with a 3-point-
er for a 17-9 advantage, before 
3-pointers by Loshon Roman 

and Johnson increased the 
lead to 25-12. Johnson drained 
another 3-pointer before the 
half for a 30-14 lead.

Jordan Sirabionian gave the 
Westies a 35-16 advantage, 
and Ricardo Harris drained a 
3-pointer for a 38-18 lead after 
three quarters. 

Johnson led the Westies 
with 15 points on fi ve 3-point-
ers, Harris had 13 points, 
and Roman scored 11 points. 
Hailey and Sirabionian each 
scored eight points, and Mor-
gan scored six points on two 
3-pointers.

The Westies advanced to 
the semifi nals with a 66-56 
come-from-behind victory 
over Ridgefi eld. Johnson led 
the way for the Westies with 
24 points, Sirabionian had 15 
points, and Roman scored 13. 

West Haven had to fi ght 
its way past seventh-seeded 
Ridgefi eld as the Westies 
trailed by six points, 45-39, 
in the third quarter. Johnson 
drained a 3-pointer in the fi nal 
30 seconds of the third quarter 
to get West Haven within 47-
45.

K’naan Morris got West Ha-
ven within 49-48 to start the 
fourth quarter and Johnson 
followed with a 3-pointer for 
a 51-49 lead with 6:40 remain-
ing. 

Trailing 54-53, Johnson gave 
West Haven the lead for good 
with a 3-pointer with 2:35 to 
go. Sirabionian and Roman 
followed with baskets for a 
60-54 advantage, and another 
basket by Roman increased 

the margin to 62-56 in the fi nal 
two minutes. 

West Haven closed the game 
out with Roman and Morris 
draining all four of their free 
throws in the fi nal minute.  

The season has ended for 
the West Haven boys hockey 
team. Falling behind early, the 
tenth-seeded Westies fought 
back, but could not pull out 
the win in a 5-2 loss to sev-
enth-seeded Farmington Val-
ley in the opening round of the 
CIAC Division II state tourna-
ment in Simsbury.

Trailing 1-0 in the fi rst pe-
riod, the Westies evened the 
score when Connor Moriarty 
slid a pass from the boards 
to the high slot where Luca 
DiLegge scored the equalizer 
with 8:07 remaining in the 
opening period.

Farmington Valley scored 
twice in the fi rst 4:02 of the sec-
ond period for a 3-1 lead, and 
the Generals added another 
goal before the middle period 
ended to extend the margin to 
three goals. 

Leo Mazuroski tried to give 
the Westies life in the opening 
minutes of the third period as 
he picked up the puck in the 
West Haven zone and went 
the length of the ice for a short-
handed goal on the backhand 
1:56 into the third to cut the 
defi cit to 4-2.

Despite a valiant eff ort, in-
cluding goaltender Kai Lupa 
with numerous big saves, the 
Westies never got closer.

West Haven fi nished the 
season 9-10-2.

The girls basketball team 
opened the CIAC Division II 
state tournament with a 46-26 
victory over 18th-seeded New-
town. 

Noelle Lawrence led the 
15th-seeded Westies with 20 
points, six rebounds, four 
steals, and three assists. Ti-
ranke Keita had 12 points and 
10 rebounds, while Fatoumata 
Keita added 10 points and 
eight rebounds.

Trailing 5-0 in the opening 
quarter, the Westies evened 
the game at nine as Fatoumata 
Keita led the way with four 
points. West Haven outscored 
Newtown 8-3 in the third 
quarter, as Lawrence had fi ve 
points, including baskets to 
give West Haven leads of 14-
12 and 17-12.

Lawrence had eight points 
in the third quarter, and her 

3-pointer gave West Haven a 
20-14 advantage, Two straight 
buckets by Tiranke Keita ex-
tended the lead to 24-14, be-
fore a bucket by Lawrence had 
West Haven on top by 12.

When Tiranke Keita and 
Lawrence connected in the 
fourth quarter, West Haven 
had its biggest lead of the 
game at 37-17. 

Tiranke Keita fi nished with 
six points in the fourth quar-
ter.

The season endedfor the 
Westies. Despite leading late, 
the Westies could not hold on 
in a 48-44 second round loss at 
second-seeded Trumbull. 

Lawrence led the way with 
23 points, seven steals, and six 
rebounds. Tiranke Keita had 
16 points and 13 rebounds as 
the Westies fi nished the year 
with a 17-8 record. 

PUBLICINFORMATIONALMEETING
The City of West Haven will be holding a public information meeting on March 
26, 2026 @ 6 pm on the third floor conference room for flood walls to be 
installed around the Main pump station on Blohm Street and Anderson Ave 
intersection and water pollution control plant @ 2 Beach Street to protect the 
facilities from flooding during sever weather events and future sea level rise. 
These walls will project above the existing grade from 6 ft to 9 ft. These walls 
will be steel sheet piles driven underground and projecting above ground.
Above ground portion visible from the street will be provided architectural 
treatment for aesthetic look. Public is invited to provide input for various 
alternative treatments.

Legal NoticeLegal Notice

Westies: Boys head to finals v Staples

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Dunking form
No. 14 Jordan Sirabionian gets the dunk in the Blue Devils’ 

71-40 win over Danbury in the CIAC Div. I tournament. The 
Westies topped arch-rival Notre Dame Monday night to go 
into Saturday’s fi nal against a tough Staples quintet.
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1. MOVIES: Who is the director of the
Oscar-winning movie “Parasite”?

2. FOOD & DRINK: What is miso?
3. LITERATURE: What are the names of the

romantic couple in “Wuthering Heights”?
4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which city’s

nickname is “Pearl of the Orient”?
5. HISTORY: In what year were the first mod-

ern Olympic Games held?
6. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Before becoming pres-

ident, Barack Obama served as a senator from 
which state?

7. GEOGRAPHY: Which peninsula is the larg-
est in the world?

8. MYTHOLOGY: Who is the Greek god of
war?

9. MUSIC: Who composed the opera “The
Ring of Nibelung”?

10. ACRONYMS: In computer emails, what
does the acronym “CC” stand for?

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Trivia Test Answerst
1. Bong Joon Ho; 2. Fermented soybean paste; 3. Heathcliff and Catherine; 

4. Manila, Philippines; 5. 1896 in Greece; 6. Illinois; 7. Arabian Peninsula; 8. Ares; 
9. Richard Wagner; 10. Carbon Copy (once used in typewriters)

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Playing ‘D’
West Haven’s No. 14 Eudel Vazquez guards a Trumbull 

player in the CIAC SW Regional playoff s. The Unifi ed team is 
heading to the state fi nals after winning its game v. Trumbull. 
The team will play at Mohegan Sun on Saturday against a for-
midable Windsor team.
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Relay team sets school record
By Rob Forleo
Special to the Voice
The West Haven High 

School swim team made his-
tory when the 200 Medley Re-
lay group of Nathan Charron, 
Naomi Shubin, Austin Carr, 
and Benjamin Proano raced 
to a time of 1:47.63, breaking 
a school record that had stood 
for 35 years. 

From the moment Char-
ron launched into the open-
ing backstroke leg, the energy 
around the pool made it clear 
that the relay had the potential 
to do something special. 

For Charron, a senior cap-
tain who has grown up in the 
West Haven program, the mo-
ment carried personal mean-
ing. 

“Growing up swimming 
for West Haven, and having 
swam all four years at the 
high school, it means a lot to 
say that I’ve left a mark on 
West Haven Swimming, and 
even more that I get to share 
that honor,” he said. He also 
thanked Coaches Chris Holt 
and Kevin Dickson for helping 
guide him to this point. 

Shubin, a sophomore who 
swam the breaststroke leg, felt 
the strength of the relay before 
they ever stepped onto the 
blocks. 

“Before the race even began, 
we arrived at the meet full of 
energy and ready to swim,” 
she said. “When Nate fi nished 
his backstroke with an incred-
ible time, it gave me an extra 
boost of confi dence.” She ex-
plained that she trusted Carr 

and Proano to keep the mo-
mentum going and thanked 
Coach Dickson and Coach CJ 
for preparing her for big mo-
ments like this. 

Carr said that the progress 
he made this year came from 
the environment created with-
in the relay group.

“Practicing with this group 
has molded me into a bett er 
swimmer in more ways than 
I could have imagined. When 
you train beside people who 
believe in you, you start to be-
lieve in yourself,” he said. 

His butt erfl y leg helped 
keep the relay in position to 
challenge the record. 

Proano, a junior captain 
who anchored the relay, was 
stunned when he saw the time 
fl ash on the board. 

“When I saw the time, I had 
to look at the board twice. It 
was honestly a mix of shock 
and excitement,” he said. “As 
a captain, it means even more 
because this wasn’t just one 
person, it was our whole team. 
Knowing that this group made 
history together is something 
I’m really proud of.” 

Coach Holt praised the 
group for their steady eff ort 
over the course of the season. 

“They have worked so hard 
every day, constantly look-
ing up at the record board 
displayed on the wall at the 
pool,” he said. “To fi nally 
watch them break through 
and beat the record took a lot 
of heart and truly believing 
that they could achieve it.” 

The meet became even more 

memorable when Charron 
added another major accom-
plishment by sett ing a new 
school record in the 100 Back-
stroke with a time of 56.55. 

“I’ve been swimming for 
most of my life, and it’s ex-
tremely gratifying to know 
that countless seasons of hard 
work have led to breaking the 
backstroke record and the re-
lay record. It feels great to fi -
nally get some new names up 
on the wall,” he said. 

Holt refl ected on Charron’s 

growth since his sophomore 
year, saying, “To watch him 
reach the goal has been one 
of the best moments I’ve had 
coaching the team. Nate has 
grown so much not only as a 
swimmer, but even more im-
portantly as a leader for this 
team.” 

Both of the records set that 
day refl ected what this group 
has become. 

Each swimmer played a role 
in forming an environment 
where improvement felt possi-

ble and support was constant. 
The individual achievement 
added another highlight to the 
meet, but it was the relay that 
captured what the team has 
built together. 

The performance by Char-
ron, Shubin, Carr, and Pro-
ano now stands on the record 
board as a reminder of what 
can happen when swimmers 
trust the process, push each 
other, and rise to their mo-
ment as one group, the group 
noted..
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The WHHS relay team of Naomi Shubin, Nathan Charron, Benjamin Proano, and Austin 
Carr  show off  the banner that will hang at the WHHS pool, marking the record. 

Westies sending two teams into finals
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On to the fi nals!
The West Haven High School Unifi ed basketball team has advanced to the state champi-

onship with a pair of wins this weekend. The team will play at Mohegan Sun this Saturday 
at 11:45 a.m. against Windsor for the state title.  “The entire school is proud of the team and 
wishes all the players and coaches good luck in the championship game Saturday,” school of-
fi cials noted. 

The West Haven boys basketball team is going to the state 
championship. After falling to cross-town rival Notre Dame 
three times during the regular season and SCC tournament, the 
Westies got their revenge.

Playing a stifl ing box-and-one defense, West Haven held Ar-
kansas-bound Abdou Toure to 12 points and withstood a frantic 
fi nal minute to defeat the Green Knights 43-42 in the Division I 
semifi nals at the University of Hartford.

Looking for its fi rst state title since 1987, West Haven will need 
to beat undefeated Staples in the championship contest this 
weekend at Mohegan Sun Arena.

The Westies led 38-29 late in the third quarter, but an 8-0 run 
by Notre Dame made it a one-point contest. A basket by Jordan 
Sirabionian extended the lead to 40-37, and Sirabionian came up 
big again with 2:40 left for a 42-39 lead.

When K’naan Morris hit one-of-two free throws, West Haven 
had a 43-39 advantage with 24 seconds remaining. The Green 
Knights hit three foul shots to get within a point in the fi nal fi ve 
seconds, and the Westies thought they had advanced to the fi -
nals after pulling down a rebound of a Notre Dame shot in the 
fi nal second.

The Westies were called for traveling, sett ing up one last 
chance for Toure, who could not connect, sending West Haven 
to the title game.

See Westies, page 14


