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National Champions honored
Mayor Dorinda Borer and the City Council honored members of the West Haven Seahawks Tiny Mite and Mitey Mite cheerleading teams during the council’s 

April 13 meeting at City Hall. Borer, joined by council members, read and presented a proclamation to the undefeated Tiny Mite squad, led by coach Stephanie 
Cerillo, for winning the Southern Connecticut Conference Championship, the Tri-State Conference Championship and the New England Regional Champion-
ship, culminating in the national championship. Borer also read and presented a proclamation to the Mitey Mite squad, led by coach Whitney Finnegan, for 
winning the Southern Connecticut Conference Championship, the Tri-State Conference Championship and the Queen City National Championship.

Photos courtesy of Rob Forleo

Class of ‘26
Art classes under the di-

rection of teachers Richard 
DeBiase, Jennifer Lucibelli, 
and Emily Brenes spent time 
April 9 to put the Class of 
2026’s imprint on the mono-
lith that stands outside of the 
entrance of Ken Strong Sta-
dium. A total of 23 students 
took part in the annual proj-
ect. Once in the courtyard of 
the former high school, the 
rock has been used to show 
various images that charac-
terize the outgoing seniors 
each spring. The images will 
remain on the stone until the 
Class of 2027 makes its mark 
next spring.
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Tristan Casteel, Jr. is a 4 year old student at the West Ha-
ven Child Development Center, Inc. He is looking forward to 
warmer weather and fl owers blooming!

On this date
 2005 – The fi rst YouTube 

video is posted. The 18-second 
clip “Me at the zoo” shows co-
founder Jawed Karim at San 
Diego Zoo. It has been viewed 
more than 13 million times 
(2014).

1988 – Kanellos Kanello-
poulos fl ies across the Aege-
an Sea in a human-powered 
aircraft. The Greek Olympic 
cyclist fl ew a record-breaking 
115 km (71 mi) from Crete to 
Santorini in the MIT Daedalus 
aircraft, which was named af-
ter the mythological inventor 
of aviation.

1985 – Coca-Cola releases 
New Coke. The new formula 
was so unpopular that the 
original Coke was re-intro-
duced as Coca-Cola Classic 
soon afterward.

1984 – The discovery of the 
virus causing AIDS is an-
nounced. French virologists 
Luc Montagnier and Françoise 
Barré-Sinoussi were awarded 
the Nobel Prize in Medicine 
for the discovery of the HIV 
virus.

1971 – The Rolling Stones 
release Sticky Fingers. The 
album is often considered one 
of the British rock band’s best 
works.

Submitted PhotoLaureate published
West Haven Poet Laureate Tony Fusco has two poems 

published in the Nutmeg Anthology, Contemporary Poems 
of Connecticut, a collection celebrating many of the unique 
towns and cities of Connecticut. Fusco’s poems in the anthol-
ogy are Allingtown about the past of that section of West Ha-
ven where he grew up, and Savin Rock the Last Day of School 
about his childhood annual visit to the city’s famous amuse-
ment park. The anthology is published by Grayson Books and 
also features a poem by former  State of Connecticut Poet Lau-
reate and West Haven resident Antoinett e Brim-Bell.

Jazz takes spotlight at WHHS
Photos by Todd Dandelske

The WHHS and Bailey Jazz Bands took center stage just 
before the spring break with an annual dual concert at the 
high school’s auditorium. The student musicians  showed 
their talents before an appreciative crrowd of family, friends 
and music enthusiasts.
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Officials tout 31% drop in city crime
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Mayor Dorinda Borer and 

Police Chief Joseph S. Perno 
recently announced a signifi -
cant decrease in motor vehicle-
related crime across the city, 
highlighting the success of a 
coordinated strategy focused 
on prevention, enforcement 
and community engagement.

Recent data shows that mo-
tor vehicle theft in West Haven 
dropped by 31% over the past 
year. 

Specifi c improvements in-
clude a decrease in stolen ve-
hicles, stolen license plates 
and vehicle tampering.

Borer emphasized that car 
theft is more than just a prop-
erty crime; it is a citywide safe-
ty issue.

“At fi rst glance, a stolen ve-

hicle might seem like some-
thing covered by insurance 
and eventually replaced,” 
Borer said. “But for the victim, 
the impact is deeply personal. 
It means missing work, strug-
gling to get children to school, 
fi nding transportation re-
placement and feeling unsafe 
in your own neighborhood.

“Stolen vehicles are often 
used to commit additional of-
fenses. By reducing car theft, 
we are preventing further 
criminal activity and keeping 
our streets safer for everyone.”

Last year, Borer and Perno 
announced their plan to crack 
down on motor vehicle crime. 
They att ribute the success of 
their proactive strategy to the 
implementation of license 
plate-reading cameras, in-
creased street patrols, and a 

robust public awareness cam-
paign that encourages prompt 
notifi cation for early appre-
hension.

To maintain momentum, 
Perno said the Police Depart-
ment is continuing a multifac-
eted approach. These include  
such components as increas-
ing patrols in high-risk areas, 
collaborating with regional 
and state law enforcement 
partners, and targeting en-
forcement against repeat of-
fenders.

“Through a combination of 
community awareness and 
strong partnerships with law 
enforcement, we have made 
a real diff erence,” Perno said. 
“Prevention starts with aware-
ness. Small actions like locking 
doors and removing valuables 
can make a signifi cant diff er-

ence in reducing opportunities 
for theft.”

Borer noted that there is al-
ways more work to do, but 
that the information is wel-
come news.

“There will always be more 
work to do, but the improve-
ment in this data is a refl ection 

of our commitment last year to 
invest in resources, the great 
work of our offi  cers, and the 
public rising to the occasion 
to help each other and report 
suspicious activity timely,” 
Borer said. “Keep it up, West 
Haven! Together, we are mak-
ing a diff erence.”

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX
 
State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

2001865

Combine and get in 
on the surprise.

Here’s the deal, our Home and Auto rates are already great. But when 
you combine with State Farm®, you can save even more. Call me to 
discover your surprisingly great rates on Home and Auto today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT  06516
Bus: 203-932-0591

Sandy Point Neighborhood Association 
(SPNA) will be participating in The Great Give, 
sponsored by the Community Foundation for 
Greater New Haven, from May 6-7, 2026. Since 
The Great Give began in 2010, more than $20 
million has been raised for hundreds of non-
profi ts.

SPNA is asking for support in this online 
fundraising event so that we can continue to 
improve our corner of West Haven. Over the 
past year, we have spearheaded a gardening 
project at Savin Rock Community School and 
this summer, we will pilot a neighborhood 
rain barrel project. Donations of $15, $25 or 
$50 are encouraged, although donations of any 

amount will be gratefully accepted. Donations 
to the Sandy Point Neighborhood Association 
are fully tax-deductible.

Those who make a contribution to the Asso-
ciation will automatically become a member of 
the Association (for those donors who live in 
the neighborhood boundaries) or will be add-
ed to the “Friends of the Sandy Point Neigh-
borhood Association” and receive updates on 
future Association activities.

Please visit htt ps://www.thegreatgive.
org/organizations/sandy-point-neighbor-
hood-association-inc-956307af-9219-4e22-
8877-0bd139a91225 to participate in The Great 
Give. 

Sandy Point Association participates in Great Give
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Dear Felicia
Howdy sweets! Hope you’re 

enjoying the nice spring-
like weather we’ve had, even 
though it might be a bit cool-
er. There are sure signs of 
spring eff en yew know where 
to look Foist off , we have the 
kiddies off  in April for the 
“spring vacation.” That’s al-
ways the foist sign in some 
people’s eyes. Next the cro-
cuses have popped up and are 
showing along with daff odils 
and other early spring fl ora 
what can be bett er?

Next, the blossoming trees 
that have been planted all 
over town are doing their best 
to look nice. Though it’s in-
teresting how trees on some 
blocks are bloomed, whilst 
trees on other blocks close by 
or right next door are barely 
budded.

Of course, the rise in tem-
peratures give us an indica-
tion that spring is in the air, 
along with the showers that 
seem to pop up on an almost 
daily basis – something about 
April showers and May fl ow-
ers. Methinks a song was 
writt en about that sung by Al 
Jolson back in our day.

Then there is the real sign 
that things are gett ing warm-
er: April bulk trash. You can 
almost set yore watch to it, 
hon! Right on schedule, the 
residents of this fi ne burg 
have put out their big stuff  
that they didn’t put out last 

fall, and have heaped it at the 
curb. Natchurly, they don’t 
git everything right. For years 
it’s been verboten to put TVs 
and computers out. Yet, eff en 
you got along the main drag 
or any side street guess what 
you’re going to fi nd? Yup. 
Then when they are left at the 
curb, people get miff ed.

Oh well, it’s nice to know 
that things can be timed by 
the warp and woof of life as 
seen in our litt le corner of the 
universe.

~~~
Speaking of our litt le corner 

of the universe, Sammy Bluejay 
came fl utt erin’ by t’other after-
noon and mentioned that things 
jest seem a bit off . With Herroner 
waiting until May 6 to put out 
her proposed budget, things jest 
seem off  kilter. As mentioned 
above, we’re all kind o’ used to 
certain things announcing cer-
tain other things. April was al-
ways the monthlong perusal of 
the proposed budget after it was 
unveiled in March. Not so much, 
this year.

With the state budget sched-
uled for fi nalization on May 5, 
Herroner wants to make sure all 
the T’s are crossed and I’s are dot-
ted afore she puts forth her spend-
ing plan, especially with the litt le 
matt er of a $31 million giveback 
to the Board of Education as the 
elephant in the room. 

Sooo, things seem a bit off  
schedule-wise. Meanwhile, May 

will be like April cuz the city has 
until the last day of May to fi -
nalize its budget under a codicil 
the General Assembly gave a few 
years back, during its own bud-
getary standoff . Let’s jest hope 
the boys and girls in Hartford do 
their part, and pull off  the budget 
on time. Otherwise, things could 
get very, very ugly here and else-
where.

~~~
Gett ing back to the matt er 

of the $31 million, let’s recap. 
Evidently, previous adminis-
trations used some education 
funds for revenue over the 
last lit’le while and that didn’t 
set well with Neil Cavallaro 
and his team. It seems the ma-
vens of the Actors Colony put 
enough kopecks in the school 
budget to keep state offi  cials 
of various stripes happy with 
minimum requirements, etc. 
But no one seems to follow 
what happed to the rest of the 
funding – except Cavallaro.

The big thing was we were 
under state supervision. Re-
member the Municipal Ac-
countability Review Board, 
MARB? Remember all the 
people that perused the vari-
ous budgets over the years? 
Remember, how taxes were 
raised and, in some cases, 
spending was summarily cut?

Yet, despite all this look-see-
ing that was going on, not one 
of the fi nancial wizards that 
scoured the budget seemed to 

fi gger out that school money 
was embe…misappropriated 
to the revenue side? And then, 
when Cavallaro pitches a com-
plaint to state offi  cials, he gets 
a shrug and a nod.

That tells you that this ain’t 
jest a West Haven problem. 
Eff en you looked at the spend-
ing plans of many cities and 
towns, particularly ones that 
are similar to our own, dollars 
to doughnuts there has been 
some skimming to balance 
out the city books. Whislt our 
people might be crafty and sly, 
they ain’t that crafty and sly. 
The idea probably came from 
elsewhere.

We will see how it plays out. 
There have been few rumors 
about the budget, unlike other 
years. But, the only thing that 
has been said is some cost-cut-
ting has been requested in the 
halls of the Actors Colony, and 
that setch cuts might show 
come May 6. We shall see.

~~~
Jest a fi nal note on this matt er, 

the Voice will be coming out with 
a four-page special edition like it 
did two years ago. That’s so the 
public hearing can be had in a 
timely fashion. Stay tuned on this 
one. It’s probably gonna come out 
on a day other than Thursday to 
keep with the legal requirements 
of the charter concerning public 
notice. All kinds of things going 
on this year!

~~~
The Wag stopped by and 

let Cobina know the scoop on 
various projecks around town. 
The Kelsey project as we told 
yew last time has demolished 
most of the building, keep-
ing the façade. There seems to 
be some work going on, but 
the foundation behind the fa-
çade is still exposed with not 
much happening there. Prob-
ably gett ing some prelim work 
done.

What’s happening next door 
at the former Jimmies is any-
one’ guess. In this rumor mill 
that is the city, litt le if nothing 
has been said about a future 
tenant.

Going down to Beach Street, 
the building at the corner of 
East Avenue and Beach is be-
ing converted into a coff ee 
shop, it seems, and whilst 
only about 25 percent of the 
original building is still stand-
ing, the new skeleton is taking 
shape and looks quite impres-
sive sez the Wag.

More toward Morse Park we 
see that Riva is in full swing, 
and that will become part of 
the list of what to watch for 
when the weather turns as we 
pernted out above.

Across the street, the rest-
rooms/pump station that was 
demolished is gett ing more 
work done, but no one is quite 
sure if a new building is going 
up.

And then there is the former 
Debonair Motel site. That is 

still under clean up after about 
90 percent of the building was 
torn up. 

The sum and total is things 
seem to be moving in a posi-
tive direction for the those 
projects. 

At the other end of town 
we hear that UNH is work-
ing to get hold of the former 
CVS site, and at the same time 
make a move toward building 
their new school of business 
at the former North End Field 
and Railroad Salvage proper-
ties. Soooo, things are moving 
down there.

The fl y in the ointment, of 
course, is and has been the for-
mer Haven property. With the 
coming of spring, new fl ora is 
quickly taking over the blocks-
long area, making it rawther 
bucolic in a way. Still, no one 
has a clue as to when – or if – 
anything will be done down 
there.

Still, the residents along 
First Avenue can enjoy the 
view whilst it lasts.

~~~
Isn’t that nice that Zuppardi’s 

is keeping up its reputation as the 
best “Hole-in-the-Wall” pizza 
place? The family-owned busi-
ness still is a big draw. We’re glad 
to see them get recognized. 

There are other good ones, too. 
We wonder why they aren’t get-
ting the recognition they deserve. 
I guess there is a glut of pizza 
establishments, and not all get 
noticed.

~~~
The last time we exchanged 

missives, Cobina mentioned that 
the Democratic and Republi-
can Town Committ ees had both 
changed leadership. Mike Last 
and Dave Riccio, the longtime 
chairmen of the Demmies and 
GOP, respectively, have called its 
quits, and they were replaced.

Kristen Malloy-Scanlon was 
named the leader of the Demmies, 
whilst Jeff  Christman is now the 
chairman of the GOP. Nelly Nut-
hatch noted the change in leader-
ship, and said that the majority 
party will jest continue the way 
it’s gone for the last several years. 

The interesting thing will be 
Republicans. The out-of-power 
party (for 37 years and counting) 
has been a bear to handle over the 
years. In fact, a whip and chair 
should be given to the new lead-
ership as it sett les into a new ad-
ministration.

It’s no secret that Riccio had 
to juggle the factions that seem 
to hamper the party. For a group 
that hasn’t seen the third fl oor 
of City Hall since George H.W. 
Bush one can only marvel at the 
nastiness that has been a part of it 
for almost 40 years. Eff en Christ-
man can make the party more 
than something that exists on pa-
per, he will be making strides not 
seen here in a long, long time.

~~~
Mitt  luff  und kizzez,

Cobina
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                                                                                Behind the stacksBehind the stacks
Welcome back to Behind the Stacks! As we close out the month 

and prepare to usher in the fl owers of May that April show-
ers promised us, we invite you to join West Haven Library’s 
Zoom Meeting on the 29th of this month as we learn about the 
importance of Solar Power. Energy Consultant & Realtor Jamie 
Dawn from Solar Homes 360 will be explaining its impact on 
climate and how it works, payments and installation process, 
how much you can save, and tips on choosing a reputable com-
pany! There will be no solicitations for sales at this informa-
tional presentation.

Ora Mason brings in the month of May with a new adult take 
and make craft: Floral Sachets. Create a delicate white organza 
sachet fi lled with a teaspoon each of dried rose petals and laven-
der buds, plus a few decorative petals for extra charm. Children 
are invited to stop by the branch and celebrate National Mental 
Health Awareness Month by adding their own kind message to 
The Kindness Tree. Write something thoughtful, uplifting, or 
encouraging on a leaf and help our tree grow with positivity.

On May 2, the Main Library will host an information session: 
Learn How to Grow and Protect What Matt ers. Join licensed 
fi nancial professional Magdalene Okine to learn how to provide 
funds during serious health events, enhance what you leave to 
loved ones, and serve as a tax-advantaged resource. It combines 
fl exibility with easy access. You’ll see how these options can be 
useful for retirement or education. 

This session is open to everyone and designed for clear, prac-
tical decision-making.

It’s time again for our Reference Associate Shane to share 
some of his unique fi ndings in the second installment of Archi-
val Oddities. Take it away, Shane! 

“It was in January that a portrait of our nation’s fi rst president 
appeared on my desk, deep in my Buff y the Vampire Slayer-
Esque basement offi  ce. It was a bust portrait of the Big G in a 
professional frame with a plaque that proudly boasted the art-
ist’s name and the Huntington Art Gallery in Pasadena, CA. Af-
ter several days of awkward eye contact, my archivists’ curios-
ity was piqued, and I began to wonder why this portrait was in 
my offi  ce and why it was in the library at all.

“The fi rst step was an interrogation. Mike, our custodian, 
not only clears foliage from our fence but also acts as a fence, 
for information. It took some delicate prying, but soon he con-
fessed that he’d received some complaints that the portrait was 
“creepy” and “unnerving”, so he moved it from our program 
room to my offi  ce where things that are creepy and unnerving 
are usually kept. I followed the thread to my various cowork-
ers only to fi nd that while Mike’s claims were true, not a single 
person could tell me where the painting originated.

“It was easy enough to fi nd the online store of the Hunting-
ton Art Gallery and fi nd that they do sell and ship replicas of 
famous art around the country, including Gilbert Stuart’s fa-
mous bust portrait that now sits in my offi  ce. Gilbert Stuart was 
obsessed with painting powerful fi gures, moving back to the 
fl edgling United States after almost twenty years overseas all in 
the hopes of painting the OG, the Original George. He complet-
ed several works, the most famous of which was an engraving 
that sits in your pocket right now, the face on the one-dollar bill.

“Who, however, had exchanged many of these dollar bills for 
a portrait of a man who had never set foot in our building or 
even our state? Obviously, President Washington is a defi ning 
fi gure of US history but so are Jeff erson and Hancock, even Ker-
mit the Frog has shaped this nation defi nably, but only one of 
these people ended up on the wall of our basement program 
room where it had watched over thousands of book clubs and 
paint nights and movie matinees over the decades.

“No matt er how much I searched or dug, no one could tell me 
more than the painting had been on that wall longer than any of 
us have been here. Our Cross-stitch Club spoke of the painting 
with camaraderie, as if he was a member alongside them. The 
realization hit me quickly that my investigation was focused on 
the wrong place. No one cared about who bought the painting 
or who had made it two hundred and thirty years ago, the one 
thing that stayed with us was the feeling it gave us, be it creeped 
out or inspired.

“Art is essential to a library, be it the media we lend out, the 
art clubs and classes we host, or even the graffi  ti that sits direct-
ly across my window that I haven’t been able to decipher. Gil-
bert Stuart was a celebrity in his day, and even though everyone 
who has batt led with a persnickety vending machine has seen 
his work, the art has long outlived the artist. Whether you see 
Old George as a father-fi gure deserving of a mantle or a creep 
deserving of my offi  ce, your unique experience is what we here 
at the WHPL cater to. 

“We often say there’s room for everyone on our shelves, 
whether you are a diehard lover or hater of James Patt erson, it 
is your passion that keep us doing what we love to do.

The Main Library’s Monday Book Club celebrated its second birthday last month! Pictured 
are members Charlie, Beverly, Nick, Roberta, Sandy, Bill, and Frances.



Opinion
Thursday, April 23, 2026 Page 6

Established 
1997

Editor
Bill Riccio, Jr

Sales Director
Alan Olenick

Trump vs. the Pope on war
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
As far as showdowns be-

tween popes and secular lead-
ers go, President Trump ver-
sus Pope Leo hardly rates. 

Pope Leo hasn’t forced 
Trump to come see him and 
stand for three days in the 
snow, the way Pope Gregory 
VII did to Henry IV, the Holy 
Roman Emperor, in 1077. Nor 
has he issued an interdict, 
a tactic favored by Pope In-
nocent III, against the United 
States.

On the other hand, Trump 
hasn’t sacked Rome and 
forced the pope to submit to 
his will, in a repeat of Emperor 
Charles V’s 16th-century gam-
bit against Pope Clement VII.

It’s still been a remarkably 
testy exchange between Pope 
Leo and Trump over the Iran 
war. The president of the Unit-
ed States -- stung by the pon-
tiff ’s criticisms of his decision 
to launch the war and his ensu-
ing rhetoric -- has denounced 
Pope LEO in his characteristic 
terms, all but saying that His 
Holiness “doesn’t have what it 
takes.”

It’s easy, meanwhile, to in-
terpret Leo as taking veiled 
shots at Trump. “Enough 
with the idolatry of self and 
money!” is not an unusual 
sentiment for a Holy Father, 
but who can be certain he 
didn’t have our gilt president 
in mind when he said it in a 
homily the other day?

A pope who doesn’t re-

buke a president of the United 
States for threatening to bring 
a foreign civilization to an end 
isn’t doing his job, yet it’s im-
portant to understand that the 
Bible is not an injunction for 
pacifi sm, and it doesn’t entail 
a condemnation of the Iran 
war. 

The Bible presents a realis-
tic view of the inevitability of 
human confl ict. As Ecclesias-
tes says, there is “a time for 
war, and a time for peace.” In 
the books of Joshua, Judges, 
Samuel or Kings, it is often a 
time for war. The key question 
is whether or not a war is righ-
teous -- the diff erence between 
Israel, say, prevailing in the 
Batt le of Deborah, or seeing 
the Babylonians destroy Jeru-
salem. 

On Palm Sunday, Pope Leo 
cited Isaiah 1:15 for the propo-
sition that God doesn’t listen 
to the prayers of those who 
wage war: “Even though you 
make many prayers, I will 
not listen: your hands are full 
of blood.” The context of this 
verse, though, is the injustice 
and corruption of the people 
of Judah -- in other words, 
their self-abasement. 

It makes no sense, as a 
broader matt er, to cite Isaiah 
as an injunction against wag-
ing war or evidence that God 
pays no heed to the prayers of 
those who fi ght. Later in the 
book, King Hezekiah of Judah 
prays for God’s help in stop-
ping an Assyrian army threat-
ening Jerusalem, and 185,000 

Assyrian soldiers are struck 
down. 

Jesus preaches love and 
mercy, of course, but that is 
not a warrant for pacifi sm. 
The great Christian thinkers 
St. Augustine and St. Thomas 
Aquinas gave us just war the-
ory, reconciling Christian eth-
ics with the existence of evil 
in the world and the neces-
sity of warfare. According to 
this view, which is embraced 
by the Catholic Church, a war 
can only be fought for a just 
cause and has to be waged in 
keeping with moral standards, 
minimizing harm to civilians. 

Pope Leo has wrongly made 
it sound as though no war can 
possibly be just, and regard-
less, his opposition to the Iran 
war isn’t dispositive or bind-
ing on anyone else. 

The pontiff  might consider 
that Trump fi rst talked of at-
tacking Iran when the regime 
was in the midst of slaughter-
ing thousands of protesters 
in the streets, and if the cur-
rent government fell and gave 
way to one with more respect 
for the rights of its people, it 
would be a boon to Iranians 
and a large step toward a safer 
and more peaceful region.

Trump’s wild threats are 
understandably anathema to 
Pope Leo, but they don’t de-
fi ne the Iran war or change 
the fact that the Bible portrays 
warfare as a tragic fact of hu-
man existence. Isaiah says, 
they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, but not yet. 

Eleanore Turkington RIP
The Voice was 

sad to hear of 
the passing, 
April 5, of Elea-
nore Turking-
ton, longtime 
columnist and 
friend of the 
publication go-
ing back to its 
inception in 
May of 1997. As 
the founders of 
this newspaper 
had their jour-
nalistic roots in 
the heyday of 
Milford Citizen 
Publications in 

the 1980s, everyone knew and respected Eleanore.
An avuncular personality with a ready smile and 

sometimes caustic wit, she was a mainstay in the 
corporation’s circulation department, keeping track 
of the many Citizen publications. It was there she 
began her popular column, The Gripe Vine, which 
ran in the daily Milford Citizen and several of the 
weekly newspapers put out by the group, including 
the then-West Haven News. 

She was as diligent writing that column as she was 
doing her regular job in circulation, calling manag-
ers, department heads, mayors, and anyone else 
that could answer the questions sent to her by her 
faithful followers. She did the job well, and that was 
witnessed by the fact many city offi cials hated when 
Eleanore would call. They knew she would be relent-
less in trying to get answers to her queries. That in-
cluded staff here in West Haven.

When the Citizen group was bought out by the New 
Haven Register in the mid-1990s, it was clear the 
publications were going to be downsized and later 
scraped by the larger organization. Eventually, the 
Citizen went from a daily, to a weekly, to discontin-
ued as newspapers were beginning to lose to the tech 
explosion in phones and the Internet.

When the West Haven Voice came about, she was 
on board with her husband, Richard, and became 
supporters of the venture. With her came the col-
umn, and up until January of last year, the column 
was a mainstay in the paper and solved many gripes. 
She knew that people understood they do not have 
agency when it comes to larger municipal matters 
but do expect the small, more mundane, matters to 
be taken care of by offi cials. That was the columns, 
and Eleanore’s strong suit.

Meanwhile, she worked as a public relations con-
tact for the West Haven Civic Orchestra (where she 
met her husband), and for senior citizen operations 
in Milford. She stayed active.

As the years passed, the column was a way for 
Turkington to stay involved and keep her mind ac-
tive. Richard died a decade ago, and she put herself 
more fully into the column. Time, though, has a way 
of catching up with everyone, and it was becoming 
apparent she was slowing down. Some health issues 
put the column on hiatus a few times, and then she 
determined it was time to end the run.

The Voice staff wishes the family of Eleanore Myers 
Turkington its condolences and prayers. She made 
her mark wherever she appeared. May she rest in 
peace.
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Low-vision group meets monthly
“Our Journey Of Sight” is a  a low-vision/blind support group 

that meets the hird Friday of the month from 10 to noona t the 
West Haven Public Library,300 Main St.  

New members are welcome.

Senior Center hosts trip to Newport 
The West Haven Senior Center is sponsoring a trip to New-

port, RI on  Tuesday, June 23. 
Travelers taking part will go on a 75-minute narrated, scenic 

harbor cruise aboard the Coastal Queen, independently tour 
The Marble House, and have a tasty lunch at the Brick Alley 

Pub. 
The trip will be depart at 7 a,m.. from the Vertical Church 

parking lot, 225 Meloy Road, ven to then pick up travelers at the 
East Haven Senior. They leave the East Haven Senior Center at 
7:30, departing  from Newport at 5 p.m. 

Cost is $170, which includes roundtrip coach transportation, 
driver gratuity, admission to independently tour The Marble 
House, lunch at Brick Alley Pub, and cruise aboard the Coastal 
Queen. 

There will be free time to shop after lunch. Non-Residents & 
Non-WHSC Members are welcome! 

To reserve your spot and receive further information, please 
call the West Haven Senior Center at (203) 937-3507!

Marchers sought for annual parade
The city and the West Haven Veterans Council are seeking 

veterans, civic groups, fraternal organizations, service clubs and 
marching bands to participate in the annual Memorial Day pa-
rade.

The annual march  steps off  at 10:30 a.m. on May 25.
Participants must register and list required special accommo-

dations for the procession, which has no rain date.
The city will provide transportation for veterans who are un-

able to walk the 1 ½-mile parade route, which follows Campbell 
Avenue from Captain Thomas Boulevard to Center Street. To 
make arrangements, call the mayor’s offi  ce at (203) 937-3510.

Download a fi llable reservation form at htt ps://www.cityof-
westhaven.com/DocumentCenter/View/8310/Memorial-Day-
Parade-Reservation-Form-2026-Fillable-PDF.

Forms are also available for pickup in the mayor’s offi  ce at 
City Hall, 355 Main St., where they are due May 4. Return forms 
by email to Andrew Chartier, at achartier@westhaven-ct.gov or 
by mail to the Offi  ce of the Mayor, Att ention: Andrew Chartier, 
355 Main St., West Haven 06516.

Anyone with questions can call Chartier at (203) 937-3510.

                 News BriefsNews Briefs

Photlo by Lindsay Katz

Ruickoldt 
donation

West Haven High School 
Principal Robert Bohan, third 
from right, receives an $8,000 
donation from, from left, 
Mayor Dorinda Borer and 
Douglas J. Ruickoldt on be-
half of the West Haven Breast 
Cancer Awareness Program 
on April 7 to benefi t the Su-
san A. Ruickoldt Scholarship 
Fund.

With them are, from left, 
West Haven Youth Soccer 
League President John Vinci, 
Westies Nutrition co-owner 
Amanda Forst with son Neo, 
Doug “the Rake” Ruickoldt, 
program Chairwoman Beth 
Sabo, Dubel’s Café owner 
Fred Hugendubel, Art Gil-
bert, and Westies Nutrition 
co-owner Mandy Hutchinson 
with son JJ.

The donation was made 
possible by the annual 
Dubel’s Golf Tournament, 
co-chaired by Hugendubel 
and Gilbert, along with con-
tributions from Westies Nu-
trition and West Haven Youth 
Soccer.



WEST HAVEN VOICEPage 8 - Thursday, April 23, 2026

We are the brown stone church across from the West Haven Green.  

Celebrating Episcopal Ministry in West Haven since 1723   
  
 

 
 

SSPRING PLANT SALE  
Friday May 88th  -  3:00 pm -- 55:30 pm 

SSaturday, May 99th  10::00 am -  3::00 pm 
AAnnuals –  Vegetables –– HHerbs –  Hanging Plants   

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  

28 CHURCH STREET, WEST HAVEN  

Submitted Photo

Retired teachers
donate

The West Haven Retired Teachers’ Asso-
ciation collected and donated non-perishable 
food items, school supplies, and hygiene items 
to Bailey and Carrigan Pantries. 

A monetary scholarship is given to WHHS 
seniors who pursue an education career. WHR-
TA will also be donating books to the six el-
ementary schools. 

Coming up is their annual spring luncheon 
on June 4 at Biagett i’s. Check newslett ers for 
details soon! Other upcoming social activities 
will be announced. 

WHRTA is open to WH retired teachers, 
nurses, and ancillary staff . Dues are $20 per 
year. For information contact Alicia Glagowski 
at aglagowski@att .net and follow us on Face-
book at West Haven Retired Teachers’ Associa-
tion. 

Radon kits 
still available

It’s not too late to test your 
home for radon, the second-
leading cause of lung cancer. 
Radon is a colorless, odorless 
and naturally occurring ra-
dioactive gas formed from the 
natural decay of uranium. It’s 
found in rock, water and soil.

While radon in outdoor air 
poses a relatively low risk to 
human health, it can enter 
homes from the surrounding 
soil and become a health haz-
ard inside buildings, accord-
ing to city health offi  cials.

Testing for radon is recom-
mended every two years, of-
fi cials said.

A limited number of free ra-
don test kits have been made 
available to West Haven resi-
dents by the state Department 
of Public Health. To receive a 
test kit, call the city Health De-
partment at (203) 937-3660.

Learn more about radon 
at htt ps://portal.ct.gov/dph/
Environmental-Health/Ra-
don/Radon-Program.

Voice still looking 
for local writers

Have  a photo or a story that 
can only be told by you? The 
Voice is looking for resident 
correspondents, who will tell 
the stories from their streets or 
neighborhoods that everyone 
should know about.

The program, begun that 
the beginning of 2025 has 
been very successul, and has 
brought in information that 
is not only iinteresting to the 
immeidate area of origination, 
but has touched the entire city. 

All photos and information 
are subject to the same editing 
and processing that goes into 
all items for the paper, and re-
main the property of the publi-
cation. Lett ers are encouraged 
from responsible parties on 
issues concerning the nation, 
state or city. All lett ers must 
include a name, address, and 
phone number for verifi cation 
of identity. 

Interested? Call (203) 934-
6397.
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SHOW

Fun for the whole family

Support the Animal Shelter and be the first to see the sculptures! Meet the artist, Dale Rogers.

Ad
ons

BIG DOGThe

Mayor presents:

by Dale Rogers

Benefitting theWest haven ANIMAL SHELTER

DORIND BORERA

Twenty 8-foot steel dogs are coming to Savin Rock at Bradley Point Park

GRAND
OPENING

5:30 - 7

APRIL 30
TH

THURSDAY

WHP

U
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T
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Bradley Point Park / SAVIN ROCK

For more information, please contact the Mayor’s Office: (203) 937-3510
or email: info@westhaven-ct.gov

This public art exhibition made possible through ARPA Arts Grant funding.

Donate to the Animal Shelter

PM PM
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FUSCO ZOGHB

West Haven Poet Laureate Anthony Fusco and poet and 
writer Claire Zoghb have accepted the task of judging the 
more than 175 poetry submissions that have come in from city 
students for the Annual “Poet-Tree” Competition being spon-
sored by The Land Trust of West Haven. 

West Haven poets Claire Zoghb and Tony Fusco will judge 
the poems, and the winners will be announced shortly. 

Prizes will be awarded to the winners on April 27 at the Pa-
mela Bellmore Gardner Lecture Hall on the campus of West 
Haven High School at a special ceremony starting at 6 p.m.

Submitted Photos

Poetry Contest winds down
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Evergreen Cemetery & Crematory
We’re Here When You Need Us

• Cremation (Choose to be cremated at Evergreen.)
• Columbarium in the Most Beautiful Cremation Garden

• Reserve your Niche in a secure location pre-need.
• Reserve a Niche for family and friends or purchase a Niche

at-need to safely secure your loved one in the Columbarium.
• Burial Lots (infant, single, two-grave, or four-grave)
• Monuments & Markers (black, gray, or pink granite)
• Flower program (single or multiple placement)
•

website.

769 Ella T. Grasso Boulevard, New Haven CT 06519
203.624.5505 or evergreencem.org 

Seniors have a lot to give to the community
By Gregory Horan 
Resident Writer
One thing that has surprised 

me as I’ve spent more time 
with seniors is how many of 
them are incredibly interest-
ing people. In some cases, they 
even seem healthier, more 
active, and more engaged 
with life than people decades 
younger.

I’ve been att ending the Ap-

palachian Mountain Club’s so-
cial and lecture nights, where 
most of the participants are 
seniors. During dinner, there 
is always a lot of lively conver-
sation, and I often fi nd myself 
amazed by the stories I hear. 
Many of them have traveled 
all over the world—to places 
like Thailand, Australia, and 
New Zealand. What stands 
out is not just where they have 

been, but the excitement they 
still have when talking about 
their adventures. Even more 
inspiring, many are already 
looking ahead to their next 
trip. 

 Closer to home, many of 
these seniors are also very ac-
tive. They kayak, hike, and 
bicycle regularly. What’s es-
pecially interesting is that 
some of them can go quite a 

distance—sometimes even 
farther than younger hikers. 
Their energy, endurance, and 
love of the outdoors challenge 
the idea that aging automati-
cally means slowing down. 

Through volunteering and 
spending time with seniors for 
nearly two decades, I’ve also 
had the privilege of listening 
to many of their stories. Again 
and again, I hear themes of 
gratitude, care for the environ-
ment, commitment to family, 
and a desire to give back to 
their communities. 

There is a depth to their per-
spective that I fi nd both inspir-
ing and hopeful. Being around 
seniors has helped me see ag-

ing in a diff erent way. Instead 
of viewing it only as a period 
of decline, I’ve come to see it 
as a stage of life that can hold 
wisdom, adventure, resilience, 
and purpose. 

In many ways, some seniors 
seem more alive, more curi-
ous, and more grateful than 
younger adults. 

That is one of the reasons 
I enjoy spending time with 
them so much. 

Their stories, values, and 
enthusiasm for life remind me 
that a meaningful life is not 
defi ned by age. In fact, some-
times the people who have 
lived the longest are the ones 
who are still living the fullest.

Historical Society plans open houses
The West Haven Historical Society is sponsoring two open 

houses on the weekends of June 13-14, and June 20-21 at its 
headquarters, 668 Savin Ave. Both events are from 2-4 p.m.

The open house is part of the society’s 250th Birthday celebra-
tions through the year. The society’s headquarters, once the resi-
dence of the Poli Family of vaudeville and movie theater fame, 
has many exhibits about West Haven’s part in the Revolutionary 
War as well as other artifacts from the city’s history.

Voice to put out special budget edition
The West Haven Voice will put out a special four-page edi-

tion next week, specifi cally publishing Mayor Dorinda Borer’s 
FY 2027 proposed budget, and the legal notice announcing the 
public hearing in order to comply with City Charter mandates.

The special edition is planned for a Tuesday, May 12 jpublica-
tion date, once the City Council fi nalizes the date of the public 
hearing. 

This is the second time in three budget cycles the Voice has 
put out a special edition, the last one being in March of 2024.

The decison by Mayor Borer to delay publication of her pro-
posed budget until May 6, the day after the scheduled date of 
the state budget passed by the General Assembly, necessitated 
the change in schedule.

“As was done in 2024, the four-page special edition is only go-
ing to serve as notice for the proposal and the public hearing,” 
said Editor Bill Riccio, Jr. “Ad Director Alan Olenick has been in 
touch with City Council offi  cials to coordinate the edition, and 
the timing of its publication.”  
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Historian’s corner                  Historian’s corner                  By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

This week, we are fortunate 
to have a story as set down 
by Lorett a Bon Tempo Forte, 
and submitt ed by her daughter 
Valerie Forte.  Lorett a grew up 
in Allingtown, just downhill 
from the intersection of Forest 
Road and Derby Avenue; this 
story is from about 1920:

~~~
Fascination and fright!  As 

the weather warmed and 
‘peepers’ were heard at night, 
it was time for ‘them’ to come. 
“Litt le children have big ears 
and should be seen but not 
heard’, was a popular say-
ing in my childhood days.  I 
didn’t talk much but I heard 
a lot.  And one of the things I 
heard was that ‘they’ liked to 
kidnap litt le children. Child 
psychology meant nothing in 
those days.

THEY were the gypsies.  
They were gorgeous, color-
ful, fascinating and foreign…
’dirty’ I was told!  Watch out 
for them, don’t get near them, 
especially if you are alone. 
They will steal whatever you 
are playing with and might 
even steal you!  Those were 
supposedly the facts and I 
heard them from Ma and Pa, 
the neighbors and my siblings.

The gypsies arrived with 
the warm weather. Their tents 
were pitched on Forest Hills, 
just a block from our house on 
Derby Avenue.  It did not take 
them long to set up their en-
campment, and the tents were 
big enough for an entire fam-
ily.  I don’t recall much in the 
way of furnishings, just lots of 
rugs that were laid out on the 
fl oors and also used as bed-
ding. I can’t really know what 
was inside, the door was cov-
ered by a canvas fl ap and only 
a furtive glance was given.

The gypsies looked beauti-

ful to me, especially the young 
girls – full, colorful dirndryl 
skirts and wide, gathered, col-
orful ruffl  e neck blouses and 
always a colorful bandana on 
their dark hair.  Most of the 
time they were barefooted.  
But long dangling earrings 
were a must for their att ire.

They knew our house well 
because we had a well, situ-
ated on an incline, surround-
ed by a stone wall.  It had a 
pump and gave us delicious, 
cold clear water.  It was my fa-
ther’s pride.  Even our neigh-
bors came in summer to get 
pails of this delicious water 
to drink. During the winter it 
was closed off  and just about 
‘gypsy time’ my father started 
it up. “primed it”, was what he 
called the process.

So the gypsies discovered 
it and came with many pails, 
sometimes many times during 
the day.  We were not to refuse 
them but were to take their 
pails, and fi ll them, and bring 
them back to where they wait-
ed outside our fence. Our yard 
was enclosed by a high, wire 
fence. There was one gate that 
opened to our front sidewalk 
and two big gates that closed 
off  our driveway, the gypsies 
were to stay outside of those 
gates.

One year the signal that the 
gypsies had arrived ‘on the 
hill’ involved Mrs Redfi eld, 
who had an estate across the 
street.  She would have her 
“hired men’ drive her cows 
to the hill to graze.  But once 
the gypsies came, they did not 
take them up there. This one 
year the highlight of the gypsy 
arrival – the ‘announcement’ 
that they had come during 
the night, was that one of Mrs 
Redfi eld’s  cows came run-
ning home with a pair of red 

silk bloomers entangled in his 
horns!!!

I remember the gypsy men 
as being dark and hairy.  I was 
too young to notice whether 
the young boys were att rac-
tive.

The gypsy encampment was 
the excitement of our sum-
mer, aside from the fact that I 
lived in dread all day that they 
would come and request wa-
ter and I was too small to carry 
it to them.  Secretly, there were 
several times when I let kind 
young gypsy women in to fi ll 
their own buckets from the 
pump. 

But I couldn’t wait for the 
night! 

We were not allowed to go 
see the gypsies without our 
parents, but usually, at night, 
everyone went, most of our 
neighbors, our friends the 
Squires family who owned a 
small farm across the street, 
everyone went unless it 
rained. We would go before 
sunset, you could already hear 
the music – guitars – or bell 
like insturments, and the sing-
ing.

The campfi res would be 
lighted – they would use them 
for cooking and later the fi res 
glowed and everything looked 
beautiful.  Sometimes the girls 
in their bare feet and swinging 
skirts would dance and dance 
and twirl and twirl. 

Once, on Mother’s Day, my 
Uncle Harry took me up in 
the late afternoon to the en-
campment.  At that time, the 
Mother’s Day custom was that 
a child wore a pink fl ower if 
your mother was alive, and a 
white fl ower if your mother 
had died.

Someone at home had given 
me a pink carnation, a paper 
one, but it did look real.  I 

wore it up to the gypsy en-
campment and a prett y young 
gypsy girl, probably a teen 
ager, took a liking to my pink 
fl ower. There were always 
big crowds on Saturday and 
Sunday nights waiting for 
the dancing to start, and the 
people had been begging this 
particular young girl to dance. 
Some said she was the best 
dancer of all.

She seemed to be reluctant, 
but just before dark, she con-
sented, providing that I GAVE 
HER THE PINK FLOWER!  
The crowd now turned to me 
to persuade me to give her the 
pink fl ower. Uncle Harry, a 
young bachelor, also wanted 
me to give her the pink fl ow-
er, so that he would be in her 
good graces, I was thinking! 

The girl had an accordion-
ist, one of several, come over 
to me as an even bigger crowd 
gathered round, and I gave 
her the fl ower.

And then she discovered 
that it was PAPER!

I was overcome with embar-
rassment and disappointment.  
I loved that carnation. She 
proceeded to have a tantrum, 
fussing and refusing. But, fi -
nally, she put my fl ower  in her 
hair and danced. 

All I saw was hair swinging, 
skirt swirling, and the crowd 
cheered when her bare legs 
showed as her skirt fl ew out!  
After the dance, she kissed me 
and asked if she could keep 
the fl ower!

To be continued.

Young Lorrett a BonTempo 
(right) and the type of gypsy 
wagon that might be seen in 
the 1920s.

Dan Shine is a columnist for 
the West Haven Voice, and 
local history buff
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Youth Soccer opens spring season
West Haven Youth Soccer has kicked off  its Spring 

Season and has had two weeks of great play!  On 
opening day Physicians Physical Therapy faced off  
against the West Haven Police Local #895 Fire Tigers, 
with West Haven Police coming out on top 5-2.  The 
score was 0-0 when Shavier Medley scored the fi rst 
goal of the season for the Physicians Physical Thera-
py.  There was great defensive play by Karol Miran-
da-Figueroa and Brody Birmingham.  For the West 
Haven Police Local 895 Fire Tigers Cash Papa, Ace 
Hemming and Idris Green all score. Tyler Dos Anjos 
played incredible defense.  In their second game, The 
West Haven Police Union Local 895 Fire Tigers came 
back from a 4-1 defi cit to end the game in a 5-5 tie 
against Shoreline Wellness Center. Luca D’Elia and 
Jacob Burton each played a great half in goal with 
Liam Rodriguez holding the midfi eld down.

The Nick’s Luncheonett e FG1 Girls delivered an 
outstanding performance this week, showing clear 
improvement, teamwork, and enthusiasm from start 
to fi nish.  Alyiah McCollum stood out with impres-
sive footwork and relentless drive, contributing mul-
tiple goals to the team’s eff ort.  Isabella Batt ipaglia 
demonstrated excellent sportsmanship along with 
strong defensive play, successfully blocking several 
scoring opportunities.  Gianna Iannucci was a force 
throughout the game, consistently pursuing the ball 
with confi dence and delivering an exceptional per-
formance.

The West Haven Federation of Teachers Union 
1547 delivered an incredible performance against the 
West Haven Professional Fire Fighters, showcasing 
determination, skill, and strong teamwork through-
out the match. Their continued improvement was 
evident in every phase of play, making for an excit-
ing game. Kwabena Genfi  anchored the defense with 
confi dence, consistently shutt ing down opposing 
players and demonstrating outstanding determina-
tion, passion, and teamwork. Mohammad Sulaim-

ankhil was a standout on off ense, combining impres-
sive footwork, speed, and communication to create 
scoring opportunities, including a remarkable goal. 
Reda Elkazoui added to the team’s success with his 
quick pace, delivering multiple crosses and contrib-
uting key assists.

Baybrook Remodelers played Top Hat Dance 
Academy, winning 5-1. A hat trick scored by Avalyn 
Wilder and goals by Ayah Lamkhantar, and Chelsea 
Bennett  led to the victory.  Hamidat Tidjani was an 
impassable defender keeping the ball down fi eld.

Baybrook Remodelers kept up their winning ways 
in week two, coming out on top 3-2 against George 
Ellis Company.  Ayah Lamkhantar had the hat trick 
for the win. Addilyn Lockwood played an aggressive 
game taking shots on the net, and Sophia Castillo 
had an outstanding game. Charlott e Murray blocked 
shots on goal as goalie.

The Law Offi  ce of Paul V. Carty played a great 
fi rst game against Stars Ice Cream.  Tariya scored 
two goals and Jeylanni scored one. Additionally, our 
goalkeeper, Sophia, played a major role in securing 
the win.  It was a great fi rst game for the Keenan Fu-
neral Home Orange Fires as they matched up against 
Wizzard Painting.  Christian Venta Aguilar had a 
stellar game with a goal to top it off . Amar Elseed 
and Asher Gorham also scored, and Xavier Nanneti 
had a beautiful assist. The Orange Fires kept it go-
ing in week 2, coming out hot against P & B Express.  
Adrian Spodick scored two goals, with Jaxon Chap-
man and Cade Hemming adding another pair.

The Milano & Wanat Blue Panthers won 2-0 against 
Stowes Seafood. Amine Alijate and Vinny Iannucci 
both scored. Thanush Urolana showed great hustle. 
Cian Sullivan played solid defense to help secure the 
win.  The Blue Panthers also won their next game, 
5-0 against Physicians Physical Therapy.  Blake Bova 
and Anthony Gambardella both contributed goals. 
Cameron Douglas-Rose played outstanding defense. 

Jalen Hoskie made unbelievable stops in goal.  Jaden 
Conteras Del Razo and Denzel Ortega made some 
great defensive plays, and the new addition Joseph 
Nunoo had a few shots blocked.   

Wizard Painting Fighting Irish took on Keenan Fu-
neral Home in week 1.  The Wizards showed great 
energy and teamwork on the fi eld this week. Enzo 
Gray and Caleb Horvath led the way off ensively with 
an impressive three goals each, demonstrating focus 
and determination. Jo Jo Stokes stood out as well, 
making several excellent passes that kept the ball 
moving and created scoring opportunities. Overall, 
it was a great team eff ort.  In another exciting match-
up, Wizard Painting Fighting Irish faced off  against 
Pinky’s Embroidery & More. Levi DeMayo scored a 
magnifi cent goal made possible through a fantastic 
assist by Isaiah Montano. The fi ghting Irish showed 
great communication and passing skills. 

The EG3 Lorenzo’s Ristorante Italiano Maroons 
took on the EG4 Connex Credit Union Orange Or-
anges.  Avery Smullen scored three goals, and Lia 
Cummings had a strong off ensive game.  Madelyn 
DeMayo was unstoppable in the goal as well as hav-
ing one of her own. The EG3 Lorenzo’s Ristorante 
Italiano Maroons also had a strong game against Top 
Hat Dance Academy.  Helena Talamelli showcased 
her extreme goalie talent with extraordinary stops.  
Sahara Mencia had a strong overall performance 
with great defense and off ense.

Frankie’s of West Haven took on Elise Encarna-
cion State Farm Insurance.  Sterling Matt erson had 
a solid game on off ense as he moved the ball down 
the fi eld.  Iker Jimenez- Figueroa played great on de-
fense and helped block the goal.  

First Congregational Church played their fi rst 
game of the season with a 2-1 win against the Uni-
versity of New Haven Chargers. Goals were scored 
by Anessa Worrell and Ruaa Naas, playing great in 
goal was Annabella Prova. 

Photos by Todd Dandelske

Sports mashup!
Above -- Abby Wynus watches as she launches a homerun 

against Branford. Top Right -- Adam Chouki returns a back-
hand against Jonathan Law. Right -- Leo Mazuroski makes a 
spin move to evade a Sheehan defender
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Westie squads look to build win skeins
By Mike Madera
Special to the Voice
The West Haven baseball 

team improved to 2-2 with a 
come-from-behind 10-6 vic-
tory over East Haven. Colin 
Murray, Cam Lipford, Rob 
Jackson, and Hudson Axelrod 
each had a pair of hits in the 
win, with Murray driving in 
four runs, and Axelrod scor-
ing twice. Justin Wilson also 
drove in a pair of runs, and 
Xavier Molina scored twice.

West Haven trailed 6-1 
heading to the bott om of the 
second inning, but rallied for 
two runs in the second, one in 
the third, and six in the fi fth to 
pull out the victory.

Axelrod was hit by a pitch 
with one out in the second, 
Nathan Payne walked, and 
Murray hit a two-out dou-
ble to score Axelrod. Wilson 
walked with the bases loaded 
to get West Haven within 6-3. 

West Haven inched closer 
with another run in the fourth 
inning as Matt  Pasacreta 
walked, Jackson singled to put 
runners on the corners, and 
Axelrod’s infi eld single scored 
Pasacreta. 

The Westies took the lead for 
good with six runs in the fi fth 
inning. Jackson and Axelrod 
opened with singles, and Mo-
lina hit a one-out single to load 
the bases.  Murray cleared the 
bases with a triple to center, 
and he scored on a single by 
Jose Padilla for an 8-6 West 
Haven lead. 

Wilson followed with a sin-
gle to right to score Padilla, 
and Lipford doubled to left to 
score Wilson for a 10-6 lead. 

West Haven fell to 2-3 with 
a 14-4 loss to cross-town ri-
val Notre Dame in a game 
stopped after fi ve innings due 
to the mercy rule. Wilson led 
the off ense with two hits and 
four runs batt ed in, while 
Padilla added two hits and 
scored twice. 

The Westies took a 3-0 lead 
in the fi rst inning, but the 
Green Knights scored once in 
the bott om of the inning, and 
four times in the second to 
take a 5-1 lead they never re-
linquished. 

Axelrod led off  the game 
with a walk, Padilla singled 
to left, and Murray followed 
with a single to load the bases. 
Wilson then doubled to left to 
clear the bases for a 3-0 lead. 

Trailing 11-3, West Haven 
scored its fi nal run in the top 
of the sixth as Padillaled off  
with a double and scored on a 
one-out single by Wilson. 

West Haven fell to 2-4 with 
a 14-1 home loss to Fairfi eld 
Prep. The Jesuits scored twice 
in each of the second and third 
innings and three more times 
in the fi fth for a 7-0 lead, be-
fore blowing the game open 
with seven runs in the seventh 
inning. 

West Haven had one hit in 

the game and scored its lone 
run in the fi fth inning as Moli-
na singled to center and scored 
later in the inning on an error.  

The Westies had a golden 
opportunity to get back in the 
win column, but a late rally 
fell short with the game-tying 
run thrown at out the plate to 
end a 4-3 loss against Foran. 

Trailing 4-2 in the seventh, 
Axelrod led off  with a walk, 
moved to third on a single by 
Padilla, and scored on Mur-
ray’s sacrifi ce fl y to left. With 
Padilla on second, Lipford hit 
a two-out single to right, but 
Padilla was thrown out at the 
plate to end the game.

Trailing 1-0 in the fi rst, West 
Haven evened the game when 
Padilla hit a one-out double 
and scored on a single by Wil-
son. Lipford’s single in the 
sixth scored Murray to help 
West Haven get within 4-2. 

Padilla led the off ense with 
three hits and a run scored, 
while Lipford had two hits 
and drove in a run.  

The West Haven softball 
team fell to 2-1 with a 6-3 home 
loss against North Haven. Gil-
lian Wynus went the distance, 
allowing six earned runs, 
while striking out seven and 
walking seven. Abby Wynus 
led West Haven with two hits, 
one run batt ed in, and one run 
scored. 

Trailing 4-0 in the third, 
West Haven cut the defi cit 
in half as Natalia Szostek led 
off  with a triple, and Szostek 
scored on a single by Abby 
Wynus. Abby Wynus scored 
when Maddy Kaczmarek 
bunted and reached on an er-
ror to cut the defi cit to 4-2. 

The Nighthawks got that 
run back in the fourth and led 
5-2 until London Ryan led off  
the bott om of the sixth with 
a home run to left to get the 
Westies within 5-3. 

West Haven fell to 2-2 with a 
6-3 loss at East Haven. The Yel-
lowjackets scored fi ve times 
in the second inning for a 5-0 
lead and never looked back. 

The Westies scored twice in 
the third inning and once more 
in the fourth to get within 5-3, 
but West Haven could not get 
closer. Kaczmarek and Gillian 
Wynus each had a pair of hits, 
while Gillian Wynus gave up 
fi ve earned runs on eight hits, 
striking out eight and walking 
six. 

Trailing by fi ve runs, West 
Haven rallied in the third 
when Kaczmarek led off  with 
a single to right, Ryan hit a 
one-out double to center, and 
Isabel Abrego singled to cen-
ter to score a pair. 

West Haven got within a 
pair of runs in the fourth as 
Abby Wynus hit a two-out 
single to left and later scored 
when Kaczmarek reached on 
an error.  

The Westies fell to 2-3 with a 
5-0 loss at Stamford. West Ha-

ven had only three hits in the 
game, one apiece from Abby 
Wynus, Kaczmarek, and Ryan, 
while Gillian Wynus went the 
distance, allowing three hits 
and three earned runs.  

Abby Wynus and Ryan led 
the Westies to an 11-5 victory 
at Sacred Heart Academy as 
Wynus had three hits and 
scored four runs, while Ryan 
added two hits, scored once, 
and drove in four on a sec-
ond inning grand slam which 
helped West Haven to a 6-0 
lead. Szostek and Hailey each 
had a pair of hits, with Wynter 
Hailey scoring twice.

The Westies scored two runs 
in each of the fourth and fi fth 
innings to take a 10-1 lead. 
In the fourth, Gillian Wynus 
scored on a wild pitch, and 
Szostek singled to score anoth-
er run. Abby Wynus doubled 
to score Hailey in the fi fth, be-
fore scoring on a wild pitch. 

The Westies took a 6-0 lead 
in the second inning with 
fi ve runs. Kaczmarek walked 
to force in the fi rst run of the 
second inning, before Ryan 
blasted a grand slam to left for 
a 6-0 lead.

West Haven won its second 
game in a row and improved 
to 4-3 with an 18-5 victory at 
Hillhouse in a game stopped 
after fi ve innings due to the 
mercy rule. 

Juliana Crudo led the of-
fense with four hits, two runs 
batt ed in, and two runs scored. 
Abby Wynus added three hits, 
three runs scored, and two 
runs batt ed in, while Ryan had 
three hits, scored once, and 
drove in a run. Gillian Wynus 
had two hits, drove in three 
runs, and scored twice, while 

Kaczmarek had two hits and 
scored once.   

The boys lacrosse team fell 
to 0-2 with a 21-4 loss against 
Sheehan. Senior Anthony Ian-
nott i scored all four goals for 
the Westies in the loss. 

West Haven trailed 4-0 after 
one quarter and 13-3 at the half 
as Iannott i scored three times 
in the second quarter. Sheehan 
scored fi ve more times in the 
third quarter, before Iannott i 
scored West Haven’s fi nal goal 
in the fourth quarter. 

The Westies picked up their 
fi rst victory of the season with 
an 8-7 decision over Montville 
at Ken Strong Stadium. 

Iannott i scored four goals, 
Leo Mazuroski scored three, 
and Anthony DiMeglio added 
one tally in the victory. Cole 
Hill had three assists and 
James Olsen added one for 
West Haven. Raziah Yazzie 
made 16 saves in the victory. 

Iannott i scored both West 
Haven goals as they railed 3-2 
after one quarter, before Ma-
zuroski’s tally in the second 
quarter sent the game to the 
half even at three. 

Each team scored three 
times in the third quarter as 
the game was even at six. Ma-
zuroski scored the fi rst two 
goals in the third and Iannott i 
added the third goal of the 
quarter. DiMeglio scored to 
start the fourth quarter and 
Iannott i had the fi nal West Ha-
ven tally. 

The West Haven girls la-
crosse team fell to Lyman 
Hall, 17-2, at Ken Strong Sta-
dium. Madden Evangeliste 
and Elena Cortes each scored 
once as the Westies fell to 0-3 
on the year. 

After an 18-0 loss at Shee-
han, the girls lacrosse team fell 
14-1 at Mercy as Evangeliste 
scored the lone West Haven 
goal. With the loss, West Hav-
en dropped to 0-5 on the year.  

The boys tennis team fell to 
0-4 with a 7-0 loss at Lyman 
Hall. In singles action, top-
seeded Jordan Macri defeated 
West Haven’s Daniel Davis 
6-3, 6-2, second-seeded Dave 
Arsenault topped Dhruva Ga-
rani 7-6 (7-1), 6-1, third-seeded 
Zach Rininger won over Ad-
nan Dost 6-1, 7-6 (7-1), and 
fourth-seeded Brayden Ham-
ilton topped Mirwais Ibtikar 
6-1, 6-2. 

In doubles play, Lyman 
Hall’s top seed of Giulio Ma-
rino and Jason Bonarrigo de-
feated West Haven’s Adam 
Chouiki and Lucio Lara-Gay-
tan 6-1, 6-1, second-seeded 
Christian Scialla and Niko 
Costa topped Edward Fag-
nani and Ben Proano 6-3, 1-6, 
6-3, and third-seeded Nathan 
Leosche and Jake Eves won 
over Isaac Morales and Yahya 
Khan 6-1, 6-4. 

The Westies improved to 2-5 
with a 6-1 victory over Platt  
Tech. 

In singles play, top-seeded 
Garani defeated Paul Cor-
sini 8-5, second-seeded Davis 
topped Ramon Rodriguez 8-0, 
third-seeded Dost won over 
Victor Zaleski 8-0, and fourth-
seeded Ibtikar defeated Ger-
emiah Randall 8-4. 

In doubles play, Platt  Tech’s 
top seed of Ramon Rodriquez 
and Paul Corsini defeated 
Chouiki and Proano 8-5. 
West Haven’s second-seeded 
Jayden Tar-

See Westies, page 15

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Paige Kenny looks to make a play versus Lyman Hall.



CARE GIVER
 IN WEST HAVEN

Two minutes from bus stop, 2 or 
3 days per week. $17/hour. Call 
203-508-3672.

AVON CALLING
Looking for Avon? Call Phyllis 
Franco, (203) 932-9367, and I 
will drop off a brochure. Over 
30 years’ experience, Friendly 
service.

AMC LANDSCAPING, LLC
Power washing, fall clean-up as well as yard maintenance. Snow 

removal. Reasonable rates. Call Arturo, (203) 619-4938.

JAY’S LAWN SERVICE
Summer clean-up, fertilizing, roto-tilling. Accepting customers for 

summer lawn service in WH area. Free Estimates. Trucks available for 
light trucking and hauling. Veterans’ discount. Call (203) 435-3319.
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Bailey program breeds success

Photos courtesy of Bailey Middle School

The Bailey Middle School basketball program under the di-
retion of Coach Stanley Chambers has had a successful run 
over the last several years, helping the WHHS team become 
the state power it showed in wining the CIAC state title. Be-
low-- Chambers keeps an eye on his player during a past sea-
son contest.

By Dominic Konareski
Voice Writer
“If I can help guide these 

young athletes, teach them 
life skills, and be someone 
they can look up to, then that 
means more than any unde-
feated streak,” is what Bailey 
Middle School boys basketball 
head coach Stanley Chambers 
said when talking about near-
ly a half-decade of success.  

West Haven High School 
will enter the next school 
year as defending state cham-
pions at the highest level 
of CIAC boys’ basketball com-
petition. The Blue Devils have 
been on top, either as a deep 
contender, or as the state has 
seen lately as champions. 

Before making it to Mohe-
gan Sun and playing at a pro-
fessional arena, it all comes 
down to the regular season, 
but even before that you have 
developed. For West Haven 
basketball, development and 
success started for many of the 
players before they even hit 
their freshmen year. 

Bailey Middle School has 
been the developmental hub 
for West Haven when it comes 
to boys’ basketball. The Eagles 
have fl own high over the past 
several seasons, with the near 
posting a near-undefeated 
overall record over a three-
year span. The Bailey Eagles 
are led by head coach Stanley 
Chambers as he and the team 
prepare for four consecu-
tive years of near-undefeated 
status. 

Chambers said the key fac-
tor behind the team’s sus-
tained success comes from a 
combination of strong coach-
ing, player development, and 
team cohesion. 

“Players are committ ed to 
supporting one another, both 
on and off  the court, which has 

translated into strong commu-
nication during games and the 
ability to perform under pres-
sure,” said Chambers. 

When it comes to Bailey, it 
is just a two-year window for 
both students and their athlet-
ic success, before graduating 
to the high school academic 
and sporting level. Coach 
Chambers knows his time 
with the players is 50% short-
er compared to coaching at a 
high school level, so he makes 
sure to instill a lasting, posi-
tive impact. 

“Because I only have two 
years with them, I prioritize 
building a strong team cul-
ture quickly. Leadership is 
encouraged, especially from 
returning 8th graders, who 
help model the program’s ex-
pectations for younger play-
ers.” Chambers also said that 
he wants the players to create 
an environment where play-
ers understand that their indi-
vidual eff ort contributes to the 
team’s overall success.  

When it comes to player de-
velopment and skill, Coach 
Chambers told the Voice that 
he has the team focus heav-
ily on repetition and struc-
ture. “Practices are organized, 
fundamentals are reinforced 
daily, and routines are consis-
tent, so players know what is 
expected of them.” 

The winning streak that has 
led the Bailey Eagles boys’ 
team to a near-undefeated last 
three years is something that 
Coach Chambers is proud of 
but also explained how it is 
bigger than just winning on 
the court. “This streak refl ects 
pride, unity, and consistency. 
It shows that our students are 
committ ed, our program is 
strong, and we are building 
something that goes beyond 
basketball. It’s about creating 

an environment where stu-
dents feel supported, moti-
vated, and inspired to succeed 
– not just in sports, but in life.” 

With the high school being 
a contender and now a state 
champion again for the fi rst 
time in over three decades, 
Coach Chambers says his pro-
gram is about preparation “

I truly believe that our coach-
ing at Bailey School plays an 
important role in preparing 
players for that next step. At 
the junior high level, my focus 
is on building a strong foun-
dation – teaching fundamen-
tals, basketball IQ, discipline, 
and how to compete the right 
way,” he said.

 Chambers also mentioned 
how some of his former play-
ers also went on to Notre 
Dame-West Haven High 
School as well, and over-
all, how several of his former 
players are at both the JV and 
Varsity levels in their respec-
tive high schools. 

“Overall, my goal as a coach 
is to prepare players not just to 
make a team, but to compete 
and succeed at the next level,” 
he said. “Seeing them grow 
into high school contributors 
– and even champions – is a 
direct refl ection of the work 
they put in and the foundation 
I build at Bailey.” 

Coach Chambers has helped 
West Haven athletics be more 
successful overall, and with 
that Chambers will be ready 
to take on the 2026-27 season.

RON DUGAY
PAVING

Pothole repair   Hot seal coating
Driveways    Grading

Serving all West Haven
203-901-9486

Voice Classifieds (203) 934-6397
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1. TELEVISION: What was the title of the final 
episode of “M*A*S*H”?

2. GEOGRAPHY: The Red Sea is an inlet of
which ocean?

3. INVENTIONS: Which English scientist
invented the color wheel?

4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What do pandas
mostly eat?

5. MOVIES: What is the name of the fictional
college where “Animal House” is set?

6. HISTORY: What was the last Chinese impe-
rial dynasty?

7. GEOMETRY: What is the distance around a
circle called?

8. SCIENCE: The world’s first vaccine was
developed to prevent which disease?

9. LITERATURE: Where is Stephen King’s
novel “It” set?

10. BUSINESS: What is the Disney logo based
on?

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Trivia Test Answerst
1. “Goodbye, Farewell and Amen”; 2. Indian Ocean; 3. Sir Isaac Newton; 4. Bamboo; 

5. Faber College; 6. Qing; 7. Circumference; 8. Smallpox; 9. Derry, Maine; 
10. The signature of Walt Disney

Continued from page 14
ducci and Fernando Ayala defeated Victor Zaleski 

and Geremiah Randle 8-0, while Platt  Tech’s third 
seed forfeited.

The girls tennis team fell to 1-2 with a 7-0 loss 
against Jonathan Law. 

In singles play, Law’s top seed Harshitha Kotha-
palli defeated Lisa Hennessey 6-2, 6-4, second seed 
Courtney Russo topped Jocelyn Otero 6-3, 6-2, third 
seed Rose O’Connell defeated Angelina Torres 6-0, 
6-0, and fourth-seeded Cora Aitkenhead topped Isa-
bella Arevalo 6-1, 6-3.

In doubles play, Law’s top seed of Isla McKeand 
and Emma Ciccarelli defeated Hailey Dargon and 
Diana Morales 7-6 (7-5), 6-2, second-seeded Siya Patil 
and Vanessa Messina defeated West Haven’s Martha 

Augustin and Mila Cruz 6-3, 6-2, and third-seeded 
Kayla Markowitz  and Aasritha Gadhamsett y topped 
West Haven’s Karen Solano-Hincapie and Caitlin 
Pinedo 6-0, 6-2.

After falling to Sacred Heart Academy 7-0, the 
Westies were defeated 6-1 by Mercy to drop to 1-4 
on the year. 

In singles play, Mercy’s top seed of Amelia Mul-
lane defeated Torres 6-0, 6-2, second-seeded May-
beline Hladky topped West Haven’s Otero 6-0, 6-0, 
while West Haven’s Hennessey won in the third slot 
over Emma Ferency 6-2, 3-6, 6-4, and Mercy’s Addi-
son Formica topped Arevalo 6-2, 1-6, 6-4.

In doubles play. Mercy’s top-seeded Charlott e 
Parker and Irene Milite defeated Dargon and Mo-
rales 6-1, 6-0. Second-seeded Julia Wlaz and Stella 

Parker topped West Haven’s Agustin and Cruz 6-3, 
6-2, while third-seeded Amelia Wlaz and Savannah 
Calkins topped West Haven’s Solano-Hincapie and 
Pinedo 6-1, 6-1.

The Westies fell to 1-5 with a 4-3 home loss against 
Sheehan. In singles play, Sheehan’s McKenna Liu 
defeated Hennessey 6-1, 6-2, Chelsea Ballough 
topped West Haven’s Otero 6-2, 6-1, Meredith Ben-
kun topped West Haven’s Arevalo, 2-6, 6-4, 6-4, and 
Lily Tomasello topped West Haven’s Angelina Tor-
res 6-2, 7-5.

In doubles play, West Haven’s Dargon and Mo-
rales defeated Olivia Jee 6-4, 7-5, Augustin and Cruz 
topped Kiana Grier and Danika Le 6-2, 6-0, and Pine-
do and Solano-Hincapie defeated Caitlyn Crouch 
and Alisha Patel 6-2, 6-7, 6-0.

Westies: Lady netters looking to turn it around
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WHLL celebrates 75th anniversary
By Dominic Konareski
Voice Writer
The year 2026 marks the 75th 

anniversary of Litt le League 
baseball in West Haven. Be-
ing established in 1951, the 
West Haven Litt le League has 
gone through thousands of 
players and numerous chang-
es throughout three-quarters 
of a century. 

Openiing Day ceremonies 
are this Saturday, continuing 
a tradition at Morse Park that 
began the careers of many lo-
cal ballplayers.

And those changes have 
mirrored events that have 
taken on regionwide and even 
nationwide signifi cance for 
amateur baseball.

To celebrate, the league will 
be showcasing a special logo 
and will have raffl  es, give-
aways and food on their open-
ing day Saturday. Opening 
day ceremonies will start at 10 
a.m. as players prepare to take 
on newly renovated ball fi elds 
thanks to the city’s partner-
ship with The Grind, an Or-
ange-based baseball training 
facility that has become one of 
the largest in Connecticut

In fact, it is this type of train-
ing facility-type operation 
that has changed the face, and 
character of youth baseball. 

Back in 1951 the idea of or-
ganized athletics for young-
sters was just formed in the 
national conscience. In the 
post-war Baby Boom, a need 
for activities for the infl ux of 
youngsters was necessary.

Founded prior to World 
War II in 1939, Litt le League 
Baseball and Softball began as 
a way to teach boys – and later 
girls, the fundamentals of the 
national game. After World 
War II the program, which has 

its international headquarters 
in its founding town of Wil-
liamsport, PA, exploded. West 
Haven fi led for and received a 
charter in 1951.

Taking its home at Morse 
Park, the league saw a steady 
expansion over its history un-
til very recently. Beginning 
with one fi eld, then two, the 
league expanded to more than 
40 teams through the 1990s, 
adding a softball component 
for female players, and a Uni-

fi ed League for those with 
special needs. Like many town 
leagues, the shift to inter-town 
play has become the rule for 
many programs.

But as with many leagues 
around the country, the rise 
of training facilities began to 
siphon off  the talent, while 
other sports, like soccer and 
lacrosse fi shed players out of 
the same pond. Baseball had a 
period of being a slower, more 
deliberate sport, in a culture 

that craved speed.
A resurgence of the sport, 

though, has seen not a rise in 
leagues such as West Haven 
Litt le League, but play-to-pay 
operations that off er travel, 
more games, and the lure of 
gett ing noticed by scouts and 
college coaches.

In Connecticut, most base-
ball teams play under the 
names of training facilities 
with full-time coaches and a 
year-round operation, off ering 
baseball in the spring, sum-
mer, and fall. The era of spe-
cialization has led to athletes 
concentrating on one sport, 
and staying with that program 
has harmed other venerable 
programs as well.

American Legion Baseball 
has taken a severe hit with the 
rise of year-round programs. 
Once the pinnacle of young 
baseball players’ accomplish-
ments, legion teams are fi ght-
ing to keep up with the new 
paradigm. 

For leagues like West Ha-
ven Litt le League, the drop 
off  was steady, to the point 
only nine teams remain under 
the league banner in baseball, 
softball and T-ball. 

League Vice President Mi-

chelle Ferro originally started 
her role as a parent volunteer 
in 2006 and has done a litt le bit 
of everything from helping to 
organize parade walks, cook-
ing in the concession stand 
and recruiting more volun-
teers. 

“Everything we do is for the 
kids,” said Ferro, who has had 
her own three kids go through 
the league over the years.  

Ferro also stated how the 
league has also been blessed 
with local support over the 
years from business, allowing 
the league to operate correctly, 
saying, 

“We’ve been blessed in re-
cent years to have an outpour-
ing of support from many 
local business, who have gra-
ciously off ered their support, 
and we truly could not do this 
without them,” she said. 

Over the off season, The 
Grind entered a long-term li-
censing agreement with the 
city to renovate and manage 
the Morse Park baseball fi elds 
and batt ing cages. The renova-
tions saw the reconditioning 
of the infi elds and outfi elds, 
along with also installing arti-
fi cial turf and updating sprin-
klers. The Grind will main-
tain fi elds 2,3,4 and 6, with 
the city continuing to main-
tain fi elds 1 and 7. 

The Grind has quickly 
grown to being one of the big-
gest private baseball organiza-
tions, being part of the overall 
country-wide rise of private 
leagues as public leagues con-
tinue to become defunct. 

The agreement between the 
city and The Grind allows 
WHLL to continue playing 
games at Morse Park. The 
Grind will be hosting games 
and tournaments, working 
around the schedule of the 
West Haven Litt le League. 

Ferro largely credits league 
President Amin Rubirosa for 
keeping the league as a big 
part of the town, saying, “He 
is the most dedicated person I 
know, when it comes to chil-
dren’s sports.” 

West Haven Litt le League is 
stronger than ever when look-
ing at the past years, she said,  
thanks to partnerships and es-
pecially the dedication of its 
offi  cials and volunteers. 

The league welcomes any 
parents, grandparents, aunts, 
or uncles to be volunteers 
or possibly even a coach. Any-
one interested in volunteer-
ing can sign up via westhaven-
litt leleague.com.  

Photo courtesy of WHLL

Various organizations were original and longtime sponsors of WHLL teams. Here is a circa 
1960s Exchange Club team. Recognize anyone?3


