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‘Butch’ Treat leads city parade
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Vietnam veteran George “Butch” Treat will serve as the grand 

marshal of the city’s Memorial Day parade when the patriotic 
procession steps off  at 10:30 a.m. Monday.

Treat, a Marine Corps veteran who served a tour of duty in 
the Vietnam War in 1967-68, will lead the more than 50-unit pro-
cession of veterans, dignitaries and bands along the 1 ½-mile 
parade route, which follows Campbell Avenue from Captain 
Thomas Boulevard to Center Street.

Like his grand marshal predecessors, he embraced the recog-
nition with typical grace and humility.

“I feel fantastic that they chose me,” said Treat, a lifetime 
member of the American Legion and Disabled American Vet-
erans. “The Memorial Day parade is really great. It’s all for the 
veterans, but it’s all for the kids too — to make them realize 
what the day is all about.”

Treat, a longtime Westie, was chosen by the West Haven Vet-
erans Council, which helps the city organize the annual parade, 
for his years of service to the military, his fellow vets and his 
community, the latt er of which is the cornerstone of grand mar-
shal qualifi cations, council President Dave Ricci said.

“It is a profound honor to name Butch Treat as the grand mar-
shal of our 2026 Memorial Day parade,” Mayor Dorinda Borer 
said. “As a Marine Corps veteran of the Vietnam War who also 
served on Okinawa, Butch embodies the bravery and selfl ess-
ness that we pause to honor on this sacred day. Beyond his time 
in uniform, his steadfast commitment to his fellow veterans 
through the American Legion and Disabled American Veterans 
shows that his heart for service never wavered.

“We are proud to have Butch lead our procession as we re-
member those who made the ultimate sacrifi ce for our country.”

The 2026 edition of southern Connecticut’s oldest Memorial 
Day parade has no rain date and will feature three marching 
divisions and a military division, as well as special accommoda-
tions for disabled veterans.

The procession will include an eight-seat golf cart of former 
grand marshals that is adorned with a star gracing the names of 
those deceased. Other veterans will ride on a fl oat.

It will also include a fl yover by a C-130 Hercules, a four-en-
gine turboprop military transport aircraft operated by the Con-
necticut Air National Guard.

Treat, 78, will steer the procession from a golf cart fl anked by 
the West Haven Police Honor Guard.

The 90-minute parade, in memory of the deceased members 
of the U.S. armed forces of all wars, will showcase the city’s le-
gion of veterans groups, including West Haven Vietnam Veter-
ans, Surfside Veterans and Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9422.

The procession will include the West Haven High School, Bai-
ley Middle School and Carrigan Intermediate School marching 
bands, along with the New Haven County Firefi ghters Emerald 

See Parade, page 8
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Marine Corps veteran George “Butch” Treat kneels beside the granite U.S. Marine Corps in-
signia at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Bradley Point Park on April 17. Treat, who served 
in the Vietnam War in 1967-68, will lead the city’s Memorial Day parade as grand marshal 
when the procession steps off  at 10:30 a.m. Monday and follows Campbell Avenue from Cap-
tain Thomas Boulevard to Center Street.
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Quincy Jones, 1.5 years old, is a student at the West Hav-
en Child Development Center,Inc., he is looking forward to 
warm weather to see the May fl owers grow!

On this date
1991 – Former Prime Minis-

ter of India, Rajiv Gandhi, is 
assassinated. The att acker was 
a woman believed to be linked 
the Sri Lankan separatist mili-
tant organization, the Tamil 
Tigers. At least 14 people lost 
their lives in the suicide bomb-
ing.

1979 – Violent clashes fol-
low the lenient sentencing 
for Harvey Milk’s murderer. 
Milk, the fi rst openly gay U.S. 
politician, had been shot and 
killed together with San Fran-
cisco Mayor George Moscone. 
The assassin, Dan White, was 
convicted of voluntary man-
slaughter only.

1951 – The 9th Street Show 
opens in New York. The 
ground-breaking art exhibi-
tion showing works by artists 
like Jackson Pollock and Wil-
lem de Kooning is considered 
the birth hour of the artistic 
avant-garde referred to as the 
New York School.

1932 – Amelia Earhart be-
comes the fi rst woman to 
fl y solo nonstop across the 
Atlantic. The U.S. aviatress’ 
disappeared on an att empted 
round-the-world fl ight fi ve 
years later.

Colorful sunrise
Early-morning walkers along Savin Rock saw a colorful 

sunrise last week with a dome of blue clouds breaking night 
into day. Columnist Dan Shine caught the natural light show 
during his daily exercise with the family dog.

UNH graduates Class of 2026
The University of New Haven hosted Commencement cer-

emonies on Friday and Saturday, May 15 and 16, to award more 
than 3,100 degrees to its Class of 2026.

A highlight of the celebration was the Commencement ad-
dress given by Martin J. O’Connor, a long-time University of 
New Haven professor and campus chaplain who spent three 
decades as a member of the New Haven Fire Department. He 
delivered his address during the ceremony on Saturday, May 
16, at 10 a.m. for undergraduate members of the Class of 2026.

A member of the faculty at the University of New Haven for 
more than three decades, Prof. O’Connor has taught courses in 
fi re protection law, criminal law and procedure, and public ser-
vice ethics, and coordinated internships for thousands of stu-
dents.  

As a member of the New Haven Fire Department, he served 
as the fi rst commanding offi  cer of its nationally recognized Fire 
Investigation Unit, before retiring as chief in 1998.

A licensed att orney in Connecticut and an ordained deacon 
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Prof. O’Connor has served and 
preached in New Haven parishes for 36 years, and he has served 
as the University’s campus chaplain since 1999. 

As part of the Saturday ceremony, Prof. O’Connor was award-
ed an honorary Doctor of Humane Lett ers degree.

Among the undergraduates who received their degrees on Sat-
urday was Jacob Urban ’26, a training captain and EMT with the 
West Haven Fire Department. He is the initial West Haven fi rst 
responder to receive a tuition-free bachelor’s degree through a 
collaboration between the University and the City.

Graduate and doctoral degrees were awarded during the 
Commencement on Friday, May 15.

Both ceremonies took place on the University’s West Haven 
campus at Kathy Zolad Stadium. More than 4,800 guests att end-
ed the ceremony.

Student speakers, who were selected through a competitive 
audition process, addressed their classmates at each ceremony.

The University of New Haven Class of 2026 left its halls 
with traditional grduation ceremonies last weekend. The to-
tal number of degrees was 3,100. Besides the usual merriment 
that accmpanies such evetns. The graduates closed out their 
ceremony tossing their mortarboards into the air.
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Borer presents FY ‘27 budget plan
Mayor Dorinda Borer pre-

sented her recommended bud-
get and fi ve-year capital plan 
for fi scal year 2026-27 with no 
tax increase during a special 
meeting of the City Council on 
May 7 at City Hall. The no-tax-
hike stipulation is good news 
to city homeowners, who have 
seen increases in the last few 
years. 

The budget, which is just 
under $188 million, was pre-
sented after the charter-rec-
ommended date, usually in 
March, due to uncertainty re-
garding state funding, and a 
defi cit in the school system’s 
budget from the current fi scal 
year that had to be addressed. 
The charter-mandated public 
hearing was conducted Mon-
day. 

Once the hearing was com-
pleted, the council’s review 
of the budget, which is done 
as a committ ee-of-the-whole 
under the leadership of the 
Finance Committ ee chairman, 
will begin. Under the revised 
schedule, the council will then 
vote on the budget, including 
any recommendations. Under 
state law it has until May 31 to 
fi nalize the plan.

Borer’s proposal, which calls 
for no tax increase, the fi rst in 
many years for West Haven, 
emphasizes strategic revenue 
enhancements, cost-saving 

measures and partnership 
with the Board of Education 
while continuing investments 
in critical quality-of-life as-
pects. The mill rate will re-
main at 25.58, excluding fi re 
district levies.

“This budget represents a 
year of hard work, discipline 
and creative problem-solv-
ing,” Borer said. “The recent 
funding from the state for ed-
ucation will certainly assist in 
closing the education funding 
gap. However, it’s imperative 
we make critical and impact-
ful changes locally by seeking 
revenue enhancements and 
aggressive cost-saving mea-
sures to off set signifi cant eco-
nomic challenges.

“I’m proud that we have 
done this and are presenting 
our taxpayers with a fi scally 
responsible budget that at the 
same time allows our city to 
continue to move forward in a 
positive direction.”

The budget addresses the 
unprecedented challenges 
faced by the Board of Educa-
tion, which dealt with rising 
special education and trans-
portation costs.

Borer confi rmed that 
through a collaborative eff ort 
with education leadership, 
they landed on a budget that 
continues to provide the qual-
ity education the 5,800 stu-

dents deserve — without clos-
ing schools or cutt ing teachers, 
paraprofessionals, nurses or 
support staff .

Refl ecting on the impact 
of back-to-back historic win-
ter storms, the mayor de-
tailed steps to mitigate future 
weather impacts by investing 
in a new anti-icing program, 
GPS tools, the procurement 
of new equipment to improve 
effi  ciency, and a locked-in, ne-
gotiated rate for gasoline and 
diesel fuel.

To mitigate rising energy 
costs, the city wisely locked 
in a negotiated electricity rate 
from 15 kilowatt s to 10 kilo-
watt s, well below the regional 
average of 12 kilowatt s.

An additional challenge 
facing most Connecticut mu-
nicipalities is that American 
Rescue Plan Act funds under 
federal law need to be spent 
by December 2026, which will 
negatively impact investment 
income. Borer noted that her 
administration proactively 
canceled noncritical capital 
projects to off set the reduction 
and redirected funds to pay 
down debt, eff ectively lower-
ing future debt service obliga-
tions.

To protect the bott om line, 
the city implemented several 
new revenue-generating ini-
tiatives:

~~ A yearlong audit of fi xed 
assets led to the public auction 
of nonperforming equipment 
and underutilized property.

~~ An initiative launched 
last year to identify out-of-
state license plates belong-
ing to West Haven residents 

is now coming to fruition. By 
pairing the program with in-
creased enforcement on de-
linquent motor vehicle taxes, 
the city has improved its col-
lection rate and identifi ed 
$800,000 in revenue.

See Budget, page 7
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Dear Felicia
Hard as it is to believe, hon-

eybunch, we are heading to 
the Memorial Day weekend – 
the modern edition. Yew and I 
kin remember when Memorial 
Day was always on May 30 be-
fore the Loooong Weekend be-
came sacred, and even when 
people still called it Decora-
tion Day. Still, around these 
parts it still has the pomp and 
ceremony it should, especially 
know with what is going on in 
the world.

The Mystick Maidens of the 
Marsh are still looking for a 
new Supreme High Maiden, 
and some had said that Her-
ronner should be tabbed to 
take the crown and shovel (in-
stead of a scepter), but many 
members think she’s got enuff  
on her plate without adding 
the stress of our group.

Still, it is Memorial Day 
weekend and we are going 
to convene in the area of the 
Oyster River near the Milford-
West Haven line. We ain’t 
been there in years and it was 
high time we reused the place. 
It should be a nice time eff en 
the weather holds out. Cobi-
na’s lumbago has been acting 
up cuz it’s been March around 
here since March.

The heat was still kicking on 
each night over the last sev-
eral weeks cuz the temps were 
going below 50, and in some 
cases, quite a bit below. 

The parade seems to be up 

and ready to step off  on Mon-
day. Let’s hope that we don’t 
have the bad weather that has 
plagued the march quite a few 
times over the last couple o’ 
years. With several parades 
going on in the area, postpon-
ing the march prett y much 
cancels it cuz bands have 
signed up for other places.

Eff en yew remember, back 
about 20 years ago, somebody 
had the bright idea of chang-
ing the parade from Monday 
to Sunday. That altered the 
plans of bands that had come 
in from other towns, and the 
band roster suff ered. One year 
there was quite a stretch be-
twixt streams of marchers and 
very litt le marshal music to go 
along with them.

Tennyrate, with the Me-
morial Day weekend on that 
means warmer climes are sup-
posed to be coming, but it also 
means that we’re in the last 
part of the fi rst half of the year. 
My, how tempus does fugit, 
and the older you get, the 
faster it goes. As I’ve told you 
before, ole Aunt Judy used to 
say, once you get by May, the 
rest of the year just seems to 
slide by. 

Around these parts, the big-
gest thing in the news git back 
to Herroner. The General As-
sembly was kind enuff  to stick 
with the schedule, and actu-
ally got the state’s two-year 
budget off  the boards with 

time to spare. That gave the 
thoid fl oor a bit of time to craft 
out the spending plan, and put 
it before the council in time.

The big thing is the budget 
is gonna be a skosh under$188 
million, and the city mill rate 
will stay the same. Now, re-
member in this berg that does 
not include the fi re taxes, 
which we hear have been fi -
nalized, and might include 
increases. 

Sammy Bluejay was perched 
outside the council meeting 
and said that the entire thing 
was perty cut and dried, and 
that it lacked a lot o’ the drama 
that previous budget meetings 
have had – that is probably a 
good thing, no? We remember 
some rip-roarin’ confabs over 
the years.

By the time yew git this mis-
sive, the public hearing will 
have been perty much done 
and forgott en, and the council 
will begin the task of review-
ing the plan. Everyone is a bit 
under the gun, cuz with the 
revised timeline this year – the 
mayor used a codicil in the law 
to wait until May rather than 
March – the council only has 
until May 31 to git the thing 
off  the boards and passed.

And we’re still under the 
charter review rules that make 
any revision subjeck to a two-
thirds majority of the 13-mem-
ber council. That’s nine votes. 
That might be something the 

new Charter Revision Com-
mish might wanna look at, but 
more on that later.

Jest to refresh yore mem’ry, 
once the council goes through 
the review process, it can only 
pass the budget ordinance 
with a simple majority vote 
as it is an ordinance. Failure 
to pass it means the mayor’s 
budget proposal goes into 
eff eck by default, and any 
changes are null and void. 
This has happened to my rec-
ollection three times in the his-
tory of the city, and all in the 
last 36 years.

Nobody expecks that to 
happen. This council seems 
perty together, and without 
the rancor of the factionalism 
that hounded it a dozen or so 
years ago. We shall see what 
happens.

~~~
Gett ing back to the charter re-

vision fol-de-rol, Sammy did tell 
me that the commish did have its 
fi rst couple o’ meetings and seems 
to be on board for some of the pro-
posals that have been made al-
ready, including a four-year term, 
rather than a two-year term for 
the administration electees. And 
Iyam told the treasurer position 
might be made an appernted post 
rather than elected, which makes 
sense. As Sammy heard someone 
say, it’s perty much a ceremonial 
role anyway. Previous revisions 
took any authority the post might 
have had and put it in the profes-
sionals’ hands years ago.

Jest as I was set to git this mis-
sive off  to you, woid came that the 
commish has sent its porposals to 
the thoid fl oor and has them out 
for the perusal of John and Jane 
Q. That was fast work. As soon 
as Cobina has had an opportunity 
to look at the document, she will 
give you an impression o’ what 
came out.

~~~
The Big Dogs are still 

perched off  of Savin Rock and 
will be there a few more days 
at this writing. The whole 
thing is supposed to help the 
city’s animal shelter, which 
ain’t a bad idea. In fack, it 
seems to me that around this 
time of year, several schools 
start off ering assistance to the 
shelter in the way of collec-
tions and setch. As we’ve been 
in this bizz a while, things 
seem to happen at certain 
parts of the year, and animal 
shelter collections are one of 
them at this time o’ the rolling 
calendar. We will make sure to 
take notice.

~~~
Nelly Nuthatch was fl utt ering 

about and mentioned that she 
hasn’t had time to peruse the bud-
get, but hopes something is gonna 
be in it or the fi ve-year plan con-
cerning the Allingtown Library. 
Now it’s been several years since 
the library vacated the former 
Forest School building, which is 
now Allingtown Hall and part of 
the UNH School of Business. The 

library was evicted cuz the build-
ing was part of the total rehab of 
the center of the borough, which 
included the demolition of all of 
the buildings on Cellini Place, 
as well as the old furniture store  
and some residences.

It was hoped at the time that 
something could be secured – 
building-wise – in short order. 
That short order has become 
something like a seven year ex-
ile. The books and furniture were 
stored, and are still stored, and 
some feeble att empts have been 
made to re-open the facility, the 
most recent being the former 
Blake Building. That fell through 
a few months ago, when the new 
owner decided to make the build-
ing residential.

Sooooo, here we are seven years 
later, and nothing has been done. 
Then people wonder why the resi-
dents in Allingtown think they 
are the red-headed stepchild of the 
city. Let’s hope the new fi scal year 
brings a bit of good news to the 
readers over there.

~~~
The Wag came in t’other af-

ternoon and mentioned with 
a grin that another litt le while 
has gone by and the Haven 
property, or what was the Ha-
ven property, is still without 
a plan. It’s been almost a year 
since surveyors were seen 
along its perimeter, but noth-
ing has been done nor has any-
thing come from the Haven 
Group, the ostensible owners 
of the land, regarding a plan, 
sale or something to turn the 
place into useable space.

Like I’ve said before, the 
group seems to think that the 
people in the provinces don’t 
have a right to know what is 
going on, and have even treat-
ed our leaders with something 
less than respeck. One of these 
days something will be done, 
but I wouldn’t wanna hang 
for as long as we will probably 
have to wait.

And yew know what’s gon-
na happen, some if not most 
of that land is probably gonna 
be made high-end residential 
stock, rather than the commer-
cial mecca that was promised. 
And it’s been 29 years since 
the idea was announced.

~~~
And with Memorial Day week-

end, thoughts are moving toward 
graduation for colleges this week-
end and the next, and then high 
school graduations. Some private 
schools will graduate this week-
end, too. 

Of course, Iva Lootey noted 
that this year had several snow 
days and that tacked on extra 
days to the schedule. Sooo, gradu-
ation, which usually happens in 
the middle of June is somewhat 
later than originally planned. 
I hear-tell some districts aren’t 
ending school until around June 
25. That’s late!

Mitt  luff  und kizzez,

Cobina
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                                                                                Behind the stacksBehind the stacks
Welcome back to Behind the 

Stacks! 
Staff  here at the library have 

got their marching boots on, 
bubble wands in hand, and 
the Bookmobile gassed up and 
ready to take part once again 
in this year’s Memorial Day 
Parade here in West Haven! 
The library returned to the 
parade last year after over a 
decade, and staff  are thrilled 
to be back taking part of this 
long-standing West Haven 
tradition. The parade begins at 
10:30 on Campbell Ave, from 
Captain Thomas Boulevard to 
Center Street, on May 25. Both 
library locations will be closed 
that day in observance of the 
holiday, but please say hello 
and give us a wave if you see 
us on parade day! 

The Main Library will be 
hosting monthly conversation-
al groups for English speak-
ers to practice their Spanish, 
as well as for Spanish speak-
ers looking to practice their 
English! These groups off er a 
way to practice your language 
skills in a casual, welcoming 
environment with other learn-
ers. The sessions are led by a 
bilingual volunteer to help fa-
cilitate the conversation–feel 
free to drop in! Visit the Events 
page at  or call us at (203) 937-
4233 for dates, times, or any 
other information. 

Our Ora Mason branch will 
be introducing new Take & 
Make crafts for the month of 
June, as well as a fun Drop-In 
craft for children: Ice Cream 
Scratch Art! Use a scratch tool 
to reveal bright colors and cre-
ate your own sweet ice cream 
design, just in time for sum-
mer. Children can also pick up 
a Take & Make DIY Summer 
Visor to design and decorate. 
Adults are invited to come 
pick up a DIY Strawberry 
Lemonade Sugar Scrub kit to 
take home!

Lastly, come join members 
of the West Haven Delegation 
on June 2, from 6:30-8 p.m., .at 
the Main Library for an End 
of Session town hall wrap up 
to discuss what transpired 
during the 2026 legislative 
session. In att endance will be 
State Reps MJ Shannon, Bill 
Heff ernan, Trenee McGee, and 
State Senators James Maroney 
and Gary Winfi eld. Registra-
tion is not required–feel free 
to stop by! And now, a word 
from our Executive Director, 
Colleen Bailie, with some im-
portant updates from the West 
Haven Library:

Happy spring Westies!  This 
is Library Director Colleen 
Bailie who wanted to take a 
few minutes to highlight some 
library information for you. 

“In the past year, we saw 
over 105,000 visits, with 8,273 
people att ending program-
ming, and 192,040 items 
checked out! We added a li-
brary of things last year, with 

items such as a metal detector, 
CD player, tool sets, and beach 
items, and hope to add more 
items soon. All these can be 
checked out with your library 
card. Did you know also with 
your library cards that you 
have access to museum pass-
es, and helpful databases such 
as Ancestry.com, homework 
help, language learning, and 
crafting? Check out our web-
site for more information! And 
of course, books, audiobooks, 
and movies in physical and 
digital formats. All you need 
for any of these is an active li-
brary card.

“One thing you do not need 
a library card for is access to 
our Wi-Fi. Just come in with 
your device and get the pass-
word from the front desk. Last 
year, we had over 32,765 ses-
sions on our Wi-Fi in both lo-
cations. We are also a part of 
the Eduroam network in Con-
necticut, so if you have been 
connected at many schools 
and universities, you can au-
tomatically connect at the li-
brary.

“I would be remiss if I did 
not mention that the library is 
able to provide the services we 
off er at a mere 1% of the city’s 
total budget, which equates to 
$33.32/capita. We are extreme-
ly grateful for the current ad-
ministration’s unwavering 
support for the library and 
recognizing the rising costs. 
Like everyone, we are feeling 
the eff ects of rising costs on 
our utilities and supplies. 

We are extremely fortunate 
to have an endowment to help 
with capital costs, so when 
things like our elevator go 
down, we can quickly repair 
them, thanks to quick work by 
the library board (also known 
as the Village Improvement 
Association).  Thank you to 
everyone who is always vo-
cally supportive of the library, 
especially all seven of our 
book clubs and Friends of the 
Library!

“If you have checked out 
items online (34% of last year’s 
circulated items were digital), 
then you know the wait times 
for these items can be lengthy. 
Last year, Connecticut passed 
the fi rst in the nation eBook 
bill, that will be triggered if 
another state with more than 7 
million residents also passes a 
bill, which seems likely soon. 

“This bill will allow libraries 
to negotiate with our vendors 
for bett er pricing for digital 
material, which currently we 
cannot do. Ebook pricing is 
much diff erent than physi-
cal copies, as we get physical 
materials at discounted rates 
thanks to the CT Library Con-
sortium. Libraries pay nearly 
3- to 6-times more for eBooks 
and audiobooks than consum-
ers, and those items disappear 
after 26 checkouts. 

“You do not want to know 

how many times we have had 
to purchase the Harry Pott er 
series! 

“We share these costs via a 
library consortium, but the de-
mand for books is also much 
higher than we can keep up 
with. But like everyone, it’s 
worth the wait to be able to 
fi nally get that latest Abby 
Jimenez or Dungeon Crawler 
book! Please don’t hesitate to 
contact me if you have any 
questions!

“Obviously, all these ser-
vices are not possible without 
our super talented and friend-

ly staff  that provide so much 
awesome programming and 
purchase the books and DVDs 
you are looking for. And we 
thank you so much for sup-
porting the library by coming 
to programs, taking out ma-
terials, using our spaces, and 
att ending the Friends of the 
Library book sales! 

“Finally, I simply must men-
tion the Allingtown Library. 
The library board and I con-
tinue to explore all our options 
for bringing back the much-
needed library services to the 
Allingtown community. I still 

hear from many residents who 
speak fondly of the Piantino 
Branch. The original Alling-
town branch opened in the 
1930s in a storefront, which 
then moved to 1 Forest Rd in 
1978 until it closed in Septem-
ber of 2020 with the sale of the 
building. 

“All of us at WHPL are 
working hard to bring back 
services to Allingtown fully.

As always, feel free to stop 
by and visit us anytime and 
be sure to check out our so-
cial media and website for all 
that’s happening at WHPL.”

Crafters had a fi eld day creating beautiful fl owers from repurposed book pages! Pictured: Ja-
net Morrissey, Joy DeGennaro, Sharon Dudek, Samantha Dudek, and Marybeth Gallignano
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Justice Jackson a loose cannon
By Rich Lowry
Syndicated Columnist
Justice Ketanji Brown Jack-

son’s has a campaign against 
the Supreme Court

The call is coming from in-
side the house. The Supreme 
Court’s decision in Louisiana 
v. Callais has made progres-
sives even more determined 
to delegitimize the Supreme 
Court, and Justice Ketanji 
Brown Jackson is among them. 

In a dissent involving a post-
decision procedural question, 
Jackson accused the majority 
of acting out of pure partisan-
ship. Her opinion said that the 
court “unshackles itself” from 
all constraint and “dives into 
the fray” (meaning the parti-
san fray). In its jurisprudence, 
“principles give way to pow-
er.” It is acting with an “aban-
don” that is “unwarranted 
and unwise.”

These harsh charges occa-
sioned a stinging and well-
deserved rebutt al from Jus-
tice Samuel Alito, but, merits 
aside, the tenor and substance 
of the Jackson dissent capture 
the mindset of a Left that is 
increasingly determined to 
destroy the Supreme Court in 
order to save it. 

The technical matt er under 
dispute was whether the Su-
preme Court would wait 32 
days to fi nalize its decision in 
Louisiana v. Callais. This is 
the usual practice under Rule 
45.3 of the court; the idea is to 
allow the losing party time to 
fi le a petition for re-hearing. 

But the rule is fl exible, a de-
fault “unless the court or a 
justice shortens or extends the 
time.”

The winning side in the case 
asked to get the decision fi nal-
ized quickly, since time is of 
the essence. With the state’s 
scheduled May 16 primaries 
rapidly approaching (now de-
layed), Louisiana wants to re-
draw its maps in keeping with 
the court’s decision. 

Jackson’s dissent quotes a 
2019 decision of the court in 
Rucho v. Common Cause for 
the proposition that courts 
should not “risk assuming 
political ... responsibility for a 
[partisan map-drawing] pro-
cess that often produces ill 
will and distrust.”

But this was a warning 
against courts involving them-
selves in minute questions 
of partisan gerrymandering. 
Here, the court has set out a 
bright-line principle that dis-
trict lines can’t be race-based, 
but otherwise said that the po-
litical authorities are welcome 
to gerrymander or not.

Jackson also slaps the court 
for creating “chaos in the State 
of Louisiana.” This is quite 
rich given the history. 

When Louisiana created a 
congressional map after the 
2020 census with just one ma-
jority-minority district, it got 
sued for not suffi  ciently tak-
ing race into account; a judge 
ordered it to make a second 
minority district. When Loui-
siana complied by manufac-

turing a monstrosity of a 
district stretching 250 miles 
to randomly scoop up black 
voters, it got sued again -- this 
time, for taking race too much 
into account -- and the case 
made it to the Supreme Court. 

It is a sign of how weak the 
Jackson dissent is that the oth-
er progressives haven’t joined 
it, not even Sonia Sotomayor. 
It certainly would have been 
much bett er if this case had 
been decided sooner, but Alito 
drops a suggestive footnote 
in his rejoinder to Jackson. 
He notes that the constitu-
tional question was “argued 
and conferenced nearly seven 
months ago.” This implies 
that the case was eff ectively 
decided right after oral argu-
ments in October of last year, 
and that the dissenters slow-
walked it. 

Now, Jackson wants more 
delay -- it serves the partisan 
interests of Democrats to pre-
serve unconstitutional race-
based congressional districts 
as long as possible. 

The reaction to Louisiana 
v. Callais has been so incan-
descent on the Left because it 
believes that unless black vot-
ers have black representatives, 
they are disenfranchised. But 
this is not how representative 
democracy works. Were white 
voters in Georgia disenfran-
chised in the 2022 Senate race 
when two African-American 
candidates, Democrat Raphael 
Warnock and Republican Her

See Lowry, page 7

Memorial Day, 2026
Memorial Day was begun as a way to honor 

the Civil War dead in the 1880s. Known as 
Decoration Day until fairly recently, it is a way 
for the nation to remember all those who fi ght 
for the nation, and especially those who pay the 
ultimate price.

With our fi ghting men and women in harm’s 
way, this Memorial Day takes on a special 
meaning. It will be a bittersweet reminder that 
many thousands are away from home, serving 
the nation in far-off lands. We think of no greater 
editorial opinion than expressing the hope they 
return to us safely.

We make that opinion known by means of a 
hymn known to us all, though slightly changed 
to include all the services. The Navy Hymn, 
known also as Eternal Father, Strong to Save, 
was written by Englishman William Whiting. It 
became the U.S. Navy’s hymn soon after, and 
no service in the Academy Chapel at Annapolis 
concludes without its singing. It was revised 
in the Missionary Prayer Book in the 1930s 
to the version we show here. Sung to John B. 
Dykes stirring tune, Melita, it is a favorite of 
all denominations, and gained a bittersweet 
resurgence during the days following the 
assassination of President John Kennedy. 

We present it in an ecumenical version as the 
hope of all, no matter what creed or religion one 
follows:

Eternal Father, strong to save,
Whose arm hath bound the restless wave,
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep
Its own appointed limits keep:
O hear us when we cry to Thee
For those in peril on the sea.

O God, the Lord of hill and plain
O’er which our traffi c runs amain,
By mountain pass or valley low:
Where ever, Lord, Thy brethren go,
Protect them by they guarding hand
From every peril on the land.

O Spirit, whom the father sent, 
To spread abroad the fi rmament:
O Wind of Heaven, by Thy might
Save all who dare the eagle’s fl ight,
And keep them by the watchful care
From every peril in the air.

Almighty God of Love and Power, 
Our brethren shield in danger’s hour;
From rock and tempest, fi re and foe,
Protect them wheresoe’er they go;
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee
Glad praise from air and land and sea. Amen.
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schel Walker, ran against each other? Were the voting rights of 
Christians in New York City crimped in 2025 because a Muslim 
man won the mayoral election? 

All indications are that a commitment to some version of 
court-packing will be orthodoxy among 2028 Democratic presi-
dential candidates. They will seek to make the highly isolated 
and wholly unpersuasive Justice Jackson part of a new court 
majority imposed by political fi at. 

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Continued from page 3
~~ It is anticipated that a fi rm the city hired to perform per-

sonal property audits and review corporate tax appeals has 
yielded favorable fi nancial results.

~~ For the fi rst time in more than 15 years, the city increased 
fi nes and fees for ordinance violations to ensure West Haven 
remains safe and clean.

Borer said the fi ve-year capital plan continues “unprecedent-
ed investments” in roads, sewers, parks, beaches, youth and se-
nior programs, public safety resources, the library, and quality 
of life.

The budget includes the elimination and consolidation of 
positions, with 90% of them being through att rition stemming 
from retirements.

Borer concluded by thanking the members of her team for 
their tireless work and thanking residents for their ideas, pa-
tience and commitment to West Haven’s progress.

Budget: Council reviews

German price controls hurt Americans
By Drew Johnson
Health Analyst
Germany just found a new 

way to lower healthcare costs: 
make Americans pay more.

German policymakers re-
cently proposed changes that 
cap spending growth, restrict 
care, and force drugmakers to 
provide steep discounts.

These changes are supposed 
to save Germany money. But 
drugmakers still need to re-
coup the high costs of research 
and development. When a 
country suppresses the prices 
it pays for innovative medi-
cines, those costs don’t disap-
pear -- they simply shift else-
where.

And because many other 
wealthy countries use similar 
price controls, that cost bur-
den increasingly falls on the 
United States.

American patients gener-
ate roughly three-quarters of 
global pharmaceutical prof-
its despite accounting for 
just a quarter of global GDP. 
In eff ect, the United States 
is underwriting much of the 
world’s drug innovation while 
patients abroad pay far less for 
the same treatments.

President Trump has spent 
months trying to end this 
freeloading by pressing other 
countries to pay fair value 
for new treatments -- and he 
shouldn’t let Germany get 
away with refusing to cooper-
ate.

Foreign mooching off  
American medical innovation 
is a longstanding problem. 
Wealthy governments around 
the world -- especially in Eu-
rope -- set drug prices by de-
cree, eff ectively refusing to 
pay manufacturers fair value 
for treatments they spend 

years developing.
As a result, drugmakers dis-

proportionately rely on rev-
enue from the United States to 
sustain research and develop-
ment. While patients abroad 
often pay cut-rate prices, 
Americans pay far more for 
the same meds. That imbal-
ance is unfair.

America can’t simply stop 
paying for innovation. If U.S. 
leaders copied other countries’ 
price-control tactics -- as Dem-
ocrats have often suggested -- 
companies would struggle to 
earn returns on new research, 
and global development of 
life-saving new drugs would 
grind to a halt.

That leaves only one solu-
tion: force other countries to 
pay their fair share.

President Trump has made 
progress on this front. He re-
cently convinced the Unit-
ed Kingdom to increase its 
spending on new medicines. 
The deal proved that a fi rm 
U.S. stance could yield mean-
ingful results.

But Germany is testing 
America’s resolve. Germany 
already spends far less than 
the United States on medi-
cines. Soon, Germany will pay 
even less for innovative medi-
cines. The result will be higher 
costs concentrated in the U.S. 
market -- or reduced invest-
ment in new cures. Either way, 
American patients will bear 
the burden.

The United States needs to 
make a stand.

Fortunately, as the recent 
deal with the UK shows, U.S. 
trade offi  cials have tools to ob-
tain cooperation from foreign 
governments. They should use 
these tools to ensure fair pric-
ing, knock down barriers to 

market access, and make clear 
that continued freeloading 
will come with consequences. 
This should start with a Sec-
tion 301 investigation of other 
countries’ drug-pricing poli-
cies. 

Such a move would expose 
unfair practices and empower 
U.S. offi  cials to impose trade 
penalties, forcing allies like 
Germany to pay fair value for 
innovative medicines.

Policymakers should en-
sure that all of America’s al-
lies pay their fair share. Presi-
dent Trump ended a diff erent 
form of international leeching 
last year when he convinced 
NATO members to spend a 
greater percentage of their 
GDP on defense.

American patients shouldn’t 
have to subsidize the world’s 
medicine cabinet. By stand-
ing up to Germany, President 

Trump can reaffi  rm that the 
United States no longer toler-
ates foreign freeloading on 
American medicines, while 
helping to reduce costs for 
American patients and pre-
serving the breakthroughs 
they depend on.

Drew Johnson is a budget and 
healthcare policy analyst, govern-
ment watchdog, and political col-
umnist. He is currently a candi-
date for Nevada State Treasurer. 
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Society Pipes & Drums, bands from the Rock House 
School of Music and the Infamous Fusion Drill Team 
& Drum Line.

It will include members of the West Haven High 
cheerleading and dance teams, cheerleaders from the 
West Haven Seahawks, and members of the Mulkerin 
School of Irish Dance.

The procession will also spotlight the tradition-
al contingent of youth organizations and sports 
leagues, dance troupes and Scout troops, fraternal 
organizations and service clubs, local and state lead-
ers, police offi  cers and fi refi ghters.

After the parade, a wreath-laying ceremony will 
take place at the World War I Armistice Memorial on 
the Green.

Treat was born in New Haven to George Treat Jr., 
who worked as a lab technician at United Illuminat-
ing, and the former Dorothy Wiberg, who cooked 
and tendered bar at “numerous” West Haven water-
ing holes, including Burton’s on Wood Street.

Butch Treat spent his early years in the Elm City 
before moving to West Haven at age 10.

A resident of West Haven’s Center neighborhood, 
he att ended Union and Stiles elementary schools and 
West Haven High School.

But before he could graduate with his classmates 
in 1965, Treat recalled that a sense of duty to his 
country called him away.

“A lot of us joined the military willingly,” he said. 
“We felt a sense of duty to our country.”

In January of ’65, Treat enlisted in the Marines and 
completed basic training 13 weeks later at Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island, South Carolina.

After boot camp, he was stationed with the 1st Ma-
rine Division at Camp Hansen on Okinawa, Japan, 
where he served as a messman and later a motor 
transport operator.

In August 1967, just shy of his 20th birthday, Treat 
landed in Southeast Asia, where he served as an in-
fantryman with Marine Aircraft Group 12 of the 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing, helping to secure the Chu Lai 
Air Base in the Quang Nam province of South Viet-
nam.

“We were sent out at night to secure the perimeter 
of the base,” Treat said. “In 1967, we were part of a 
counterinsurgency where we were sent out on patrol 
in the jungle.”

The Vietnam War is a story of patriots who pushed 
through jungles and rice paddies, heat and monsoon, 
fi ghting heroically to preserve the ideals and liberties 
that Americans hold dear.

From la Drang to Hue, U.S. troops won every ma-
jor batt le of Vietnam. Through more than a decade of 
combat over air, land and sea, they upheld the high-
est traditions of the armed forces. And more than 
58,000 sacrifi ced all they had and all they would ever 
know in service to their country.

Treat was honorably discharged from the Marine 
Corps in January 1971. He received several commen-
dations, including the Vietnam Service Medal with 
four bronze stars and the Republic of Vietnam Meri-

torious Unit Citation.
After the Marines, Treat returned to West Haven 

and worked as a mechanic at Saab Motors in New 
Haven.

On Sept. 23, 1972, he married the former Cheryl 
Johnson, whose deep family roots in West Haven 
span generations.

Four years later, Treat would begin a long and 
proud career with West Haven’s Department of Pub-
lic Works.

He was hired by the city in August 1976 and served 
as a garage mechanic. He was promoted to lead ga-
rage mechanic in June 1984.

He then worked as a heavy equipment operator 
from April 1987 to July 2000. In February 2004, he 
was promoted to vehicle maintenance foreman and 
served in the post until his retirement in July 2012.

Treat and his wife live on Park Street in the Center 
and have two adult children, Christopher Treat and 
Casey Treat Kennedy, who both still call West Haven 
home.

The couple also have three grandchildren: Sebas-
tian Treat, Rafael Treat and Reagan Kennedy.

Marine Corps veteran George “Butch” Treat kneels 
beside the granite U.S. Marine Corps insignia at the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Bradley Point Park on 
April 17. Treat, who served in the Vietnam War in 
1967-68, will lead the city’s Memorial Day parade as 
grand marshal when the procession steps off  at 10:30 
a.m. Monday and follows Campbell Avenue from 
Captain Thomas Boulevard to Center Street. 

Parade: Treat to lead march on Monday

Brick walk additions dedicated Saturday
By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
West Haven Veterans Coun-

cil members and city offi  cials 
will dedicate dozens of new 
bricks on the Veterans Walk of 
Honor in Bradley Point Park at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday.

The public event will in-
clude the dedication of eight 
new names on the park’s Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial.

All veterans are invited to 
participate in the seaside cere-
mony, which will also include 
a fl ag-raising, an invocation 
and a wreath-laying, as well 
as remarks by Mayor Dorinda 
Borer and Veterans Council 
President Dave Ricci.

Rick Spreyer, Borer’s chief of 
staff , will serve as the event’s 
master of ceremonies. 

The rain date is 6 p.m. May 
27.

In November 2006, the Vet-
erans Council began the fi rst 
of 18 campaigns selling bricks 
to memorialize vets on the 
100-yard Walk of Honor be-
tween the William A. Soder-
man and Vietnam memorials.

The bricks, which cost $75, 
have charcoal lett ering for per-
sonalized messages.

About 3,150 bricks have 
been installed to date, includ-
ing 50 for Phase 18 and 72 for 
Phase 17, which was dedicat-
ed May 24, 2025.

Phase 1 of the Walk of Hon-
or was dedicated in May 2007, 
along with a memorial to Ko-
rean War veterans.

In May 2008, Phase 2 of the 
walkway and the Soderman 
memorial were dedicated.

World War II Army Pfc. So-
derman received the Medal of 
Honor after he distinguished 
himself in December 1944 

while defending an important 
road junction near Rocherath, 
Belgium.

On July 1, 1984, Bradley 
Point Park’s fl agpole was ded-
icated in memory of Soder-
man, who died in 1980.

Also in 2008, 14 grave mark-
ers signifying every war in 
U.S. history and peacetime 
were dedicated. The markers 
are mounted on granite posts.

In addition to overseeing 
the construction of all phases 
of the walkway, which was 
built by City Point Construc-
tion Co. of West Haven, Sabo 
supervised the design and 
placement of the granite Ko-
rean War and Soderman me-
morials, which were made by 
Shelley Bros. Monuments of 
Guilford.

In May 2015, the dedication 
of Phase 8 included the dedica-
tion of a granite stone in mem-
ory of Veterans Council Presi-
dent Lorelee “Lori” Grenfell, 
who died in 2015 at age 60. 
The memorial was crafted by 
Giordano Bros. Monuments of 
West Haven.

Last year’s phase included 
the dedication of a memorial 
to veterans of Operation Des-
ert Shield/Desert Storm, Iraq 
and Afghanistan. The granite 
monument stands next to the 
Korean War Memorial.

The phase also included 
the dedication of a memorial 
to nurses of the U.S. armed 
forces. 

The granite monument lies 
next to a memorial dedicating 
the Walk of Honor.

In fall 2025, for the fi rst time 
since its dedication in 2003, 
the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial’s black granite “wall” was 
expanded with a pair of ad-

joining sections featuring 35 
new names.

The absolute black gran-
ite panels were installed by 
project coordinator Milestone 
Construction Services LLC of 
New Haven, which also pre-
pared the site. 

The panels were procured 
by Connecticut Stone of Mil-
ford, and the inscriptions were 
crafted by the memorial’s orig-
inal engraver, Shelley Bros.

The panels, a project initiat-
ed in June 2023 by West Haven 

Vietnam Veterans Inc., were 
paid for by American Rescue 
Plan Act funds and dedicated 
last Veterans Day.

Then, in February, the West 
Haven Vietnam Memorial Inc. 
Committ ee launched a second 
phase to recognize 10 addi-
tional current and former city 
residents who served in-coun-
try during the Vietnam War by 
inscribing their names on the 
two panels.

The memorial wall shows 
the names of those from West 

Haven who served or gave 
their lives in Vietnam from 
1959 to 1975, along with three 
white fl agpoles draped with 
the American, Connecticut 
and prisoner-of-war fl ags.

The memorial also includes 
a black granite map of the four 
Vietnam batt le districts bear-
ing the inscription “All Gave 
Some, Some Gave All,” as well 
as fi ve bronze insignia mark-
ers atop black granite posts 
representing each branch of 
the armed forces.

File Photo by Michael P.  Walsh

People line the Veterans Walk of Honor in Bradley Point Park to search for bricks purchased 
in honor of loved ones, both living and deceased, during the city’s Phase 17 dedication of the 
Walk of Honor on May 24, 2025. About 3,150 bricks with personalized messages have been 
installed to date, including 50 for this year’s Phase 18, which West Haven Veterans Council 
members and city offi  cials will dedicate at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, along with eight news names 
on the park’s Vietnam Veterans Memorial. 
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By Lindsay Katz 
Special to the Voice
Members of the community came together May 11 to honor 

survivors, uplift healing and stand united against domestic vio-
lence.

Just off  the boardwalk near Oak Street Beach, people of all 
ages joined in harmony at the Health Department’s “Beachside 
Gathering: Voices of Hope and Resilience,” a special event or-
ganized by Health Director Sheila Carmon and dedicated to 
strength, solidarity and hope.

The hourlong gathering featured a conversation with Evelyn 
Blanco, a domestic violence survivor, and a slate of guest speak-
ers, including Meghan Scanlon, the president and CEO of the 
Connecticut Coalition Against Domestic Violence, and Giovan-
na Barajas, the coordinator of BHcare’s Community Education 
Program and Volunteer/Intern Program.

“Today we honor strength, celebrate healing and stand to-
gether for a future free from domestic violence,” said Carmon, 
who was joined by members of her department.

Carmon said the gathering was a chance for neighbors, fami-
lies and advocates to show support for survivors and “to reaf-
fi rm our commitment to creating a safer community for all.”

It was presented in partnership with Teddi and Archelle, a Sa-
lon.

Photos by Lindsay Katz

Above -- Giovanna Bara-
jas, the coordinator of BH-
care’s Community Educa-
tion Program and Volunteer/
Intern Program, right, leads 
a conversation with Evelyn 
Blanco, a domestic violence 
survivor, at the city Health 
Department’s “Beachside 
Gathering: Voices of Hope 
and Resilience” event near 
Oak Street Beach on May 
11.  Right -- City Health Di-
rector Sheila Carmon, left, 
pauses with Meghan Scan-
lon, the president and CEO 
of the Connecticut Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence, 
at the Health Department’s 
“Beachside Gathering: Voic-
es of Hope and Resilience” 
event near Oak Street Beach 
on May 11. 

Violence topic of session
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By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
Spring Street will be tempo-

rarily closed to through traffi  c, 
eff ective the day after Memo-
rial Day, as part of a state De-
partment of Transportation 
project to replace the road’s 
compromised culvert over 
Club Creek.

Starting Tuesday, Spring 
Street will be closed from 
Front Avenue in West Haven 
to Ella T. Grasso Boulevard in 
New Haven.

To facilitate the work, a de-
tour will be in eff ect, directing 
all through traffi  c to Route 1 in 
West Haven and New Haven.

The detour is expected to 
remain in place until fall 2027, 
according to DOT offi  cials.

Offi  cials said the project in-
volves installing a new box 
culvert to replace the existing 
structure, which has faced sig-
nifi cant subsurface issues.

The infrastructure improve-
ment is critical for maintaining 
long-term safety and stability 
in the area, including protect-
ing one of West Haven’s main 
water supply lines, offi  cials 
said.

Motorists should anticipate 
delays during the construction 
phase and are encouraged to 
seek alternative routes when 
possible.

For more information, visit 
the city website.

Culvert repairs
prompt closure
of Spring Street

Senior Center off ering
two one-day bus trips

The West Haven Senior 
Center is off ering two trips.

Seniors will celebrate 
America’s 250th Anniver-
sary of signing the Declara-
tion of Independence in 1776 
aboard the Charles I River 
Boat in Boston, MA on Tues-
day, July 14. Travelers will go 
on a 90-minute, fully narrated 
cruise on the Charles I River 
Boat, highlighting the 16 Tall 
Ships. A three-course lunch 
will then be served at the Sa-
lem Cross Inn. 

The bus will arrive at Verti-
cal Church at 225 Meloy Road 
at 7:30 a.m., departing at 8to 
then pick up travelers at the 
East Haven Senior Center, 
leaving at 8:30. The trip will 
depart from Boston at 5. 

Cost is $180, which includes 

roundtrip motorcoach trans-
portation, driver gratuity, 
cruise and lunch. Payment is 
due on Friday, June 5. Non-
Residents & Non-WHSC 
Members are welcome. 

 The second is to the  Isa-
bella Stewart Gardner Mu-
seum on Wednesday, July 29. 
Did you know this is home to 
one of the biggest art heists in 
history? Travelers will go on a 
docent-led tour of the proper-
ty and have independent time 
to explore the museum. 

Lunch will be paid indepen-
dently at the on-site restau-
rant, Café G. Bus will depart  
at 7:45 a.m. from the Vertical 
Church lot, then pick up trav-
elers at the Whitney Center, 
200 Leeder Hill Rd. in Ham-
den. Donna’s Destinations 
will be then leaving from the 
Whitney Center at 8:15. Plan 
to depart from Newport, RI at 
3.. 

Cost is $125 which includes 
round-trip coach transporta-
tion, driver gratuity, admis-
sion, docent led tour, and 
independent time to explore 
the museum. To reserve your 
spot and receive further infor-
mation, please call the West 
Haven Senior Center at (203) 
937-3507.
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Eagle scout’s project benefi ts beach
By Kevin Dickson
Special to the Voice
City resident Eddie Fagnani 

led members of West Haven 
Boy Scout Troops 802 and 899 
and family and friends in his 
Eagle Scout project on May 3 
to increase sustainability of 
the city’s shoreline by plant-
ing beach grass and creating 
a protective fence at Dawson 
Avenue Beach.

Fagnani, 16, always strives 
to be an active participant of 
his community and to make 
a diff erence for both the resi-
dents of West Haven and the 
nature and ecology that peo-
ple appreciate so much.

The project was completed 
with the help of many volun-
teers and will leave a lasting 
improvement for the beach 
and its ecology.

Fagnani started the project 
in winter 2025 when he asked 
Parks and Recreation Director 
Mark E. Paine Jr. for an area 

of need in the city where he 
could make a diff erence.

Paine explained to Fagnani 
the importance of beach grass 
to the beach and its ecosys-
tem as habitat, protection, and 
a way to prevent sand from 
blowing onto Dawson and 
Ocean avenues and properties 
along the shore.

Paine informed Fagnani that 
he could provide the beach 
grass through a grant, but he 
also challenged him to create 
and lead the project to plant 
the grass, build a protective 
fence and educate the com-
munity on the importance of 
preserving the grass.

Fagnani accepted the chal-
lenge and went right to work.

He met with Troop 802’s 
Scoutmaster, Steve Shine, to 
game-plan his project and to 
write a proposal for approv-
al by the local Boy Scouts of 
America council.

With help from Shine, Paine 
and West Haven High School 
biology teacher Kevin Dick-
son, Fagnani created a plan 
and had it approved. He then 
met with Paine to order the 
beach grass and had it deliv-
ered.

With the delivery expected 
for late April or early May, he 
researched the materials need-
ed for the fence from diff erent 
companies to create a sustain-
able fence at a reasonable cost.

Fagnani also made an an-
nouncement to both Boy Scout 
troops and to his family mem-
bers and friends, hoping they 
could pitch in to accomplish 
the project and make a diff er-
ence for the city.

The time from March to 
the end of April sped by, but 
because of Fagnani’s leader-
ship, teamwork and resource 
management, the project was 
ready to go.

He even asked for assistance 
from Taylor Paredes, who 
teaches graphic design at West 
Haven High, to create signs 
that acknowledge the purpose 
of the project and raise ecolog-
ical awareness for the beach. 
Paredes helped with the signs, 
free of charge, and was proud 
to be part of the project.

Fagnani would like to thank 
Paine, Dickson, Paredes and 
John Farley, along with his 
Scout Masters, fellow Scouts, 
family and friends, for all their 
hard work on May 3. In un-
der four hours, the grass was 
planted, the fence was raised 
and the signs were posted.

Fagnani said he is proud 
of everybody for helping to 
make this unique opportunity 
come true for the community.

Stop by the beach near the 
Dawson Avenue parking lot, 
across from the West Shore 
Fire Department, to check out 
the project.

Photos courtesy of Kevin Dickson

Above -- Ed Fagnani gives 
directions during the May 3 
installation of sea grass and 
the protective fence to help 
them grow. The project was 
in pursuit of his rank as an 
Eagle Scout. Meanwhile, fel-
low scouts and volunteers 
plant the grass and work on 
the fence posts.
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Evergreen Cemetery & Crematory
We’re Here When You Need Us

• Cremation (Choose to be cremated at Evergreen.)
• Columbarium in the Most Beautiful Cremation Garden

• Reserve your Niche in a secure location pre-need.
• Reserve a Niche for family and friends or purchase a Niche

at-need to safely secure your loved one in the Columbarium.
• Burial Lots (infant, single, two-grave, or four-grave)
• Monuments & Markers (black, gray, or pink granite)
• Flower program (single or multiple placement)
•

website.

769 Ella T. Grasso Boulevard, New Haven CT 06519
203.624.5505 or evergreencem.org 

Photo by Todd DandelskeSenior tribute
WHHS Band, under the direction of Donata Lupacchino-

Nelson performed their Senior Tribute Concert was per-
formed on May 7.
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Historian’s corner                  Historian’s corner                  By Dan ShineBy Dan Shine

The Great Depression
Personal Stories

The Great Depression began 
with the stock market crash 
of 1929; it marked a period 
of hard times all throughout 
the world. At its worst, 25% 
of eligible American workers 
were unemployed; by 1932, 
the country’s economic out-
put had fallen to half of what 
it had been in 1929. Thousands 
of banks failed, and many peo-
ple lost their homes, their sav-
ings and all hope. Long lines 
of the dispossessed formed 
each day outside of the count-
less soup kitchens throughout 
the country. Masses of people 
were forced to live in shan-
ties and tents. The suicide rate 
skyrocketed.

It is asserted that Federal 
monetary policy had in part 
caused the depression, and 
the US government now 
stepped in to ease the mas-
sive suff ering that was taking 
place. The New Deal provided 
relief, recovery and economic 
reform; organizations such 
as the Civilian Conservation 
Corps and the Works Progress 
Administration were created 
to give workers a source of in-
come, and restore to them the 
dignity of having something 
meaningful to do.

Our suff ering economy 
was given a boost when the 
countries which were already 
at war needed supplies and 
looked to America to make 
them. After Pearl Harbor was 
bombed on December 7, 1941, 
America entered the war, 
and the government enlisted 
more than 10 million men and 
women into the military. Since 
so many were fi ghting in the 
war, it was left for those left at 
home to work in the factories 
to make supplies for the war 

eff ort.
The desperate need for sol-

diers, pilots, and workers to 
make ammunition, weaponry, 
and military craft all contrib-
uted to the end of the Great 
Depression. At long last, the 
economy of America rebound-
ed, and the Great Depression 
came to a close.

~~~
Upon his return from World 

War I in 1918, Dan Shine went 
back to his job as a blacksmith 
on the New Haven Railroad.  
One day in 1932, when he was 
riveting a bridge, he lost his 
grip and fell onto the railroad 
tracks.  As he was falling, he 
hit one of the overhead “cat-
enary” wires and broke his 
neck.  He lay across the tracks 
until an ambulance came and 
rushed him to New Haven 
Hospital—precursor of what 
we today call Yale New Haven 
Hospital.  Because his neck 
was broken, he had to lie in a 
hospital bed with his head be-
tween sand bags for a whole 
year, so that the bones could 
heal properly.  And when he 
was able to work again, he 
couldn’t work as a blacksmith 
anymore.  In 1933, one quarter 
of America’s workforce was 
unemployed, and Dan was 
still recovering from his fall. 
The odds were against him, 
but somehow, he found a job 
repairing and maintaining the 
houses that had been repos-
sessed by the banks. The in-
come from this job sustained 
his family all through the re-
maining years of the Great De-
pression, and as a result, they 
were able to keep their own 
home on Union Avenue.

~~~
Like all those of her gen-

eration, Josephine Invernale 
lived out her childhood dur-

ing the Great Depression. Her 
family was poor, but she still 
felt fortunate because there 
were many families who had 
it much worse than hers did. 
They lived in a house at the 
end of West Haven’s Maple 
Street, and her father was a 
watchman at the Blakeslee 
boat yards.

In her later years, she didn’t 
tell many stories of her child-
hood, but there was one that 
she shared with a smile: she 
told of herself and her three 
sisters--four litt le girls sleeping 
in one bed--with two heads at 
each end of the bed and eight 
litt le feet kicking and kicking 
at each other all night long. 
In the winter, it was cold and 
drafty in their bedroom, be-
cause there wasn’t much heat, 
and they didn’t have storm 
windows. But at least her fa-
ther had work, and there was 
always enough to eat.

~~~
In November, 1930 as the 

Great Depression tightened its 
grip on the United States, thir-
ty-two year old Henry Chapin 
discovered that he had just 
become an economic statistic. 
Henry was a mechanic serv-
ing the steam locomotives of 
the New Haven Railroad, and 
he had just been informed that 
his job had been eliminated.

Henry’s foreman had a 
young family just like he did, 
and was sympathetic to his 
plight. “Henry, I know there’s 
a job opening on the Boston 
and Maine Railroad up in 
North Conway, New Hamp-
shire. Of course you’ll have 
to move, but it’s steady work 
in the roundhouse up there. 
Here’s the name of the man to 
contact, if you’re interested.” 
Henry gathered up his lunch 
pail and his coat and, with 
head bent, walked out into the 
cold and darkness to tell the 
bad news to his family.

A few days later, Henry, his 
wife and two litt le girls left 
their home in West Haven, 
bound for North Conway. In 
the back seat of the Packard 
were their most needed pos-
sessions; roped into the trunk 

was the family washing ma-
chine. The Chapins spent most 
of the Great Depression living 
in a rented farmhouse on the 
outskirts of North Conway, 
while Henry maintained and 
repaired the steam locomo-
tives in the B&M roundhouse. 
This branch of the B&M served 
the transportation needs of 
those pioneers in a brand-new 
sport--downhill skiing.

And what became of Henry 
Chapin? He brought his wife 
and daughters back to their 
home on Kelsey Avenue, for 
he had been called to Win-
chester’s arms factory to man-
age their machine shop, as 
the factory workers labored 
mightily to support the war 
eff ort.

~~~
The year was 1935, and the 

Great Depression was in full 
swing. President Roosevelt 
was telling the people some-
thing about a New Deal, but 
those words just didn’t seem 
to be putt ing food on Nicholas 
Invernale’s kitchen table. Nick 
was fourteen and had just fi n-
ished eighth grade when he 
quit school and entered the 
work force.

His parents had left the pov-
erty of Naples some twenty 
years earlier in search of a 
bett er life in the United States, 
but in New Haven’s Hill com-
munity, opportunities were 
now as scarce as they had 
been back in the Old Country; 
indeed, his father had been 
looking for work for months, 
but could fi nd nothing.

Nick wanted desperately to 
help his family. He had four 
younger sisters and a young-
er brother, and he just knew 
he could help them and his 
mother. He saw nothing noble 
in his eff orts—he simply saw 
need and necessity within his 
family—and he had always 
been a loyal brother and son. 
And so, Nick Invernale went 
off  to fi nd work.

What he found were two 
jobs: one job delivering news-
papers and one delivering 
fi sh. The newspapers, he fold-
ed into triangles and threw 

them from his bicycle onto 
the second-and-third-fl oor 
porches of his customers as 
he rode past. That bicycle was 
also useful in his other job: 
making deliveries for the local 
fi sh market. Most of the traffi  c 
in The Hill in those days was 
by trolley or by foot, for few 
could aff ord cars or gas. Here 
and there, Nick would pedal 
his bicycle past horses pulling 
delivery wagons and drays, 
which were still in use during 
that period.

Each week, Nick earned $11: 
Of this, he gave ten dollars to 
his mother, and kept a dollar 
for himself, and this was how 
families got by during the 
Great Depression.

At the close of the Depres-
sion, Nick went off  to fi ght 
the Japanese in WWII. When 
he returned from India and 
Burma, he resumed his life 
of picking up and deliver-
ing—only now he did it from 
a truck—for Nick had become 
a Teamster.

Dan Shine is a columnist for 
the West Haven Voice, and 
local history buff
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By Michael P. Walsh
Special to the Voice
The Charter Revision Commission has offi  cially 

submitt ed its fi nal recommendations for updates to 
the West Haven Charter to the City Council, commis-
sion Chairman Arthur Kelly announced.

The proposed changes aim to modernize city op-
erations, enhance administrative effi  ciency and align 
West Haven’s governing document with current 
state standards.

“These recommendations are the result of diligent 
work and a commitment to ensuring West Haven has 
a government structure that works for its residents 
in the 21st century,” Kelly said. “Our focus was on 
professionalizing key roles, streamlining our depart-
ments and providing the clarity needed for eff ective 
governance.”

The commission’s proposal includes several signif-
icant shifts in the city’s elective and administrative 
structures, including extending the terms of the may-
or and city clerk from two to four years to provide 
greater continuity while maintaining City Council 
seats at two-year terms.

The commission recommended moving the posi-

tions of tax collector and treasurer from elected to 
appointed roles to ensure technical expertise.

It also proposed updating department titles and 
positions, removing outdated language, and reorga-
nizing the charter’s contents for bett er readability.

The commission recommended modernizing and 
changing Civil Preparedness to Emergency Manage-
ment/Homeland Security, and the Allingtown Fire 
District is being incorporated into the charter since 
its change to a city department was previously made 
by resolution. 

The revisions allow for the regionalization of the 
Health Department via ordinance, which was previ-
ously prohibited by charter but is now allowable by 
state statute.

To strengthen governance and accountability, the 
commission proposed putt ing specifi c fi nancial con-
trols in place for both the city and Board of Educa-
tion, including checks and balances and guidelines 
for multi-year contracts. The revisions also strength-
en the ethics provisions and make clear that employ-
ees and elected offi  cials are accountable and must 
follow the charter.

The commission also recommended updating the 

charter to use the gender-neutral term “Chair” in-
stead of “Chairman” throughout and following state 
statutes for voting methods.

Other recommendations include provisions for 
mayoral vacancy succession, updated language for 
the Village Improvement Association, and a require-
ment that departments use city personnel and legal 
resources for labor and contract negotiations.

The City Council will now review the recommen-
dations and schedule the necessary public hearings 
to allow for further community input before any 
changes are moved to a ballot referendum.

The members of the bipartisan Charter Revision 
Commission were appointed by the council and met 
for the fi rst time March 19.

In addition to Kelly, the commissioners are West 
Haven residents Roberta Garlock, Arthur Gilbert, 
Bridgett e Hoskie, Steven Iadarola, Tony Mancini, 
Lalani Perry and Gayle Tagliatela.

For more information on the charter revision rec-
ommendations, see the commission’s full report to 
the City Council on the city website, htt ps://www.
cityofwesthaven.com/, or visit the city clerk’s offi  ce 
for a hard copy.

Charter Revision panel outlines proposals

 Offi  cials broke ground on West Haven’s fi rst-ever memorial 
to city police offi  cers on Friday.

The West Haven Police Memorial will commemorate the 
city’s “past, present and future” offi  cers, according to retired 
Detective Lt. Paul Raucci, a member of the West Haven Police 
Memorial Monument Committ ee, who for the past decade has 
championed a monument to law enforcement offi  cers.

The memorial is planned for an area beside a fl agpole at the 
Police Department’s main entrance at 200 Sawmill Road.

The groundbreaking, held on National Peace Offi  cers Me-
morial Day, featured remarks by committ ee Chairman Steven 
R. Mullins, Mayor Dorinda Borer, Police Chief Joseph S. Per-
no and retired Lt. John Jarvie.

“Today is Peace Offi  cers Memorial Day,” said Mullins, the 
event’s master of ceremonies. “It is a day that is set apart to 
remember the men and women in blue who have made the 
ultimate sacrifi ce in their respective communities throughout 
this country.”

Borer said: “This memorial is a permanent tribute to every 
man and woman who has worn the West Haven police badge, 
past and present, and for those who will serve for years to 
come. It is only fi tt ing that a city that prioritizes public safety 
honors those that serve and protect.”

Perno spoke about National Police Week and the National 
Law Enforcement Offi  cers Memorial in Washington, the na-
tion’s monument to law enforcement offi  cers who have died 
in the line of duty.

He noted that two West Haven police offi  cers’ names are 
etched on the memorial: Offi  cer Raymond Zoller, whose end 
of watch was Dec. 28, 1929, and Detective Capt. Stephen Wil-
son, whose end of watch was Dec. 9, 1959.

In addition to Raucci, the afternoon ceremony was att end-
ed by Deputy Chief Joseph Romano, retired Chief Russell F. 
Kniehl Jr., retired 911 dispatcher Richard Standish and com-
mitt ee member Raymond Gooley Jr.

Committ ee members Beth Sabo and Andy Weinstein were 
unable to att end.

Moments before the groundbreaking, Mullins and Perno 
unveiled the design of the black granite memorial.

The monument will include the inscription “Honor, Duty, 
Courage,” separated by a gold star. It will also include an 
American fl ag and the inscription, “Dedicated to the men and 
women of the West Haven Police Department,” adorned with 
the department’s badge logo.

“Policing is such an important and dangerous job,” said Jar-
vie, the president of the West Haven Police Department Re-
tired Offi  cers Association. “This goes a long way in helping to 
keep the morale up and remembering all the offi  cers past and 
present.”

Offi  cials plan to formally dedicate the memorial in early fall.
To coincide with the monument, the committ ee plans to 

launch a campaign selling brick pavers to memorialize offi  -
cers’ names on the walkway leading to the department’s main 
entrance. Each brick would include a personalized message.

City breaks ground
for WHPD Memorial

Photos by Lindsay Katz

Above -- From left, West Haven Police Memorial Monument Committ ee Chairman Steven R. 
Mullins and Police Chief Joseph S. Perno unveil the design of the West Haven Police Memorial 
at the department’s main entrance at 200 Sawmill Road on Friday as Mayor Dorinda Borer and 
Deputy Chief Joseph Romano look on. The black granite monument will commemorate the 
city’s “past, present and future” offi  cers. 

Below-- West Haven police and city offi  cials throw shovels of dirt to break ground on the 
West Haven Police Memorial near the department’s main entrance at 200 Sawmill Road on 
Friday. From left, retired Lt. John Jarvie, the president of the West Haven Police Department 
Retired Offi  cers Association; retired Detective Lt. Paul Raucci, a member of the West Haven 
Police Memorial Monument Committ ee; Mayor Dorinda Borer; committ ee Chairman Steven 
R. Mullins; Chief Joseph S. Perno, Deputy Chief Joseph Romano; and committ ee member Ray-
mond Gooley Jr. 



Thursday,  May 21, 2026 - Page 15WEST HAVEN VOICE

Westie nine squeaks into CIAC tourney
Despite a 12-game losing streak, the West Haven 

baseball team put itself in position to play in the 
postseason by winning two straight games. West Ha-
ven now has four wins on the season, and the Wes-
ties need to win out and get some help to play in the 
postseason. 

West Haven improved to 3-14 with a 4-3 win over 
Sheehan. Trailing 3-0, West Haven scored three times 
in the fourth inning and once more in the sixth to 
come away with the win. 

Jose Padilla went the distance on the mound, al-
lowing three earned runs on eight hits, while striking 
out ten and walking one. 

Xavier Molina started the fourth inning rally with 
a single, Padilla followed with a run-scoring triple, 
Colin Murray singled to score Padilla, and Ryan Wil-
son later singled in the inning to score Lipford.

West Haven scored the winning run in the sixth as 
Padilla led off  with a double, and later scored on a 
balk. 

The Westies improved to 4-14 with a 13-1 victory 
over Emmett  O’Brien in a game stopped in the fi fth 
inning due to the mercy rule.

Cam Lipford led the way as he tossed a complete-
game four-hitt er, allowing one earned run, striking 
out eight and walking one. Justin Wilson led the of-
fense with two hits and two runs scored, while Jose 
Padilla had one hit, drove in three runs, and scored 
twice. 

The postseason chances for the West Haven base-
ball team started to slip away. Looking to get back 
on the winning track, West Haven dropped its tenth 
straight contest with a 12-3 defeat against Notre 
Dame-West Haven on Senior Night to fall to 2-12 on 
the year. 

Trailing 5-0 after Notre Dame scored once in the 
fi rst inning and four times in the second, West Haven 
got within 5-3 in the bott om of the third inning. Rob 
Jackson and Matt  Pasacreta led off  the third inning 
with walks, and both scored on a triple by Molina. 

When Padilla doubled to left to score Molina, West 
Haven trailed 5-3. Notre Dame did not let West Hav-
en get closer as a pair of strikeouts ended the inning.  

The Green Knights responded with a pair of runs 
in each of the fourth and fi fth innings to pull away 
with a 9-3 lead.

The losing streak reached 11 games for West Ha-
ven in a 12-6 loss at Foran. With the loss, the Westies 
dropped to 2-13 on the year.

Five West Haven errors led to seven unearned runs 
by the Lions. West Haven led 5-1 after three innings, 
but Foran scored fi ve runs in the fourth and six more 
runs in the fi fth inning to pull away for the win. 

Padilla led the West haven off ense with three hits 
and two runs scored, while Murray, Justin Wilson, 
and Kevin Jason each had a pair of hits. Justin Wilson 
drove in two runs and scored twice. 

With the game even at one on Jackson’s run-scor-
ing single in the second, West Haven took a 5-1 lead 
in the third inning. 

Padilla and Murray started the two-out rally with 
singles, Lipford walked to load the bases, and Wilson 
doubled to center to score Padilla and Murray for a 
3-1 advantage. Jason singled to right to score Lip-
ford, and Wilson scored on a wild pitch for a 5-1 lead. 

West Haven saw its losing streak reach 12 games 
with an 11-1 loss at Fairfi eld Prep. Axelrod and Pa-
dilla had West Haven’s only hits, with Padilla’s third 
inning single being the 115th hit of his career and 
breaking the late Jerry Gambardella’s school hit re-
cord set in 2000.

The Westies scored their only run in the third in-
ning as Axelrod walked with one out, stole second, 
and scored on Padilla’s single to center. 

The softball team was eliminated from postseason 
contention this week. After rebounding to improve 
to 6-12, West Haven was eliminated with a 19-0 loss 
to Foran in a game stopped after fi ve innings due to 
the mercy rule. 

Foran pitcher Abby Corris pitched a complete-
game no-hitt er, striking out 15 batt ers. Corris also 
hit three home runs, including  a pair of fi rst inning 
grand slams, when the Lions scored 12 times.

West Haven fell to 4-9 and saw its losing streak 
reach six games with a gut-wrenching 10-4 loss to 

East Haven in eight innings. After the Westies rallied 
to tie the game at four in the seventh inning, East Ha-
ven scored six times in the eighth to stun West Ha-
ven. 

Trailing 4-3 in the seventh. Maddy Kaczmarek 
hit a one-out single to center and scored on London 
Ryan’s two-out single to right. West Haven stranded 
the winning run on third base in the seventh inning, 
before East Haven rallied in the eighth. 

East Haven took a 4-0 fi rst inning lead before West 
Haven scored once in the fourth and twice in the fi fth 
to get within 4-3. 

In the fourth, Dianna Salce led off  with a walk, 
moved to second on a passed ball and scored on a 
single to center by Gillian Wynus. The Westies got 
with a run in the fi fth as Amaliedy Perez led off  with 
a single, Abby Wynus tripled to score Perez, and 
Kaczmarek doubled to score Abby Wynus. 

West Haven dropped its seventh straight contest 
and fell to 4-10 with a 16-1 loss at Foran in a game 
stopped in the fi fth inning due to the mercy rule. 
West Haven had just one hit off ensively, and com-
mitt ed seven errors in the fi eld. 

Trailing 5-0,  West Haven’s only run came in the 
second inning when Ryan homered to left. 

West Haven picked up a much-needed victory and 
snapped a seven-game losing streak by scoring fi ve 
runs in the bott om of the seventh inning to defeat 
Sacred Heart Academy 13-12. With the victory, the 
Westies inched closer to the postseason with a 5-10 
record. 

Trailing 12-8, Bella Petruzziello led off  the sev-
enth with a single Wynter Hailey walked, Kac-
zmarek singled with one out to score Petruzzi-
ello, Ryan was intentionally walked and Gillian 
Wynus tripled to left to score three runs and even 
the game at 12. Isabel Abrego then singled to left 
to score Gillian Wynus with the winning run. 

Ryan also hit a three-run homer in the fourth after 
singles by Hailey and Kaczmarek to get West Haven 
within 9-7. 

Ryan led the off ense with three hits, four runs bat-
ted in, and three runs scored. Kaczmarek and Gillian 
Wynus each added a pair of hits, with Gillian Wynus 
driving in four runs.

West Haven fell to 5-11 with a 7-3 loss against Bun-
nell-Stratford. Trailing 2-0, West Haven got one run 
back in the fourth inning when Ryan doubled and 
scored when Gillian Wynus reached on an error.

Bunnell led 7-1 in the sixth inning, before West Ha-
ven scored twice in the bott om of the inning when 
Abrego singled to score Ryan and Salce. 

West Haven moved closer to the postseason with a 
15-2 win over Hillhouse. The win allowed the Wes-
ties to 6-11, needing two more wins to qualify for the 
state tournament.

Abby Wynus hit two home runs, drove in seven 
runs, and scored three times. Emma Hudson had 
three hits and scored three runs, Juliana Crudo had 
two hits and scored twice, while Kaczmarek also 
added a pair of hits.

West Haven took a 9-0 lead in the fi rst inning on 
a two-run double by Ryan, a run-scoring double by 
Gillian Wynus, run-scoring singles by Hudson and 
Crudo, and a three-run homer by Abby Wynus. 
Abby Wynus added another three-run homer in the 
fourth for a 15-1 lead.

The Westies fell to 6-12 with a 17-0 loss against 
Lauralton Hall. Gillian Wynus had two of West Ha-
ven’s six hits in the loss. 

The boys lacrosse team dropped its sixth straight 
contest and fell to 1-8 with a 16-2 loss at Foran. An-
thony Iannott i and Dylan Ginsberg scored for the 
Westies. 

West Haven snapped its six-game losing streak 
and improved to 2-8 with a 15-1 Senior Night victory 
over Wilbur Cross. 

Nine diff erent players were in the scoring column, 
with Iannott i scoring six times, Tyler McColgan scor-
ing twice, Cole Hill scoring once and adding three as-
sists, and Ginsberg and Leo Mazuroski scoring once 
and adding two assists apiece. Anthony Riolino and 
James Olsen each had a goal and an assist in the win.

Ginsberg put the Westies on the board just six sec-
onds into the contest, before Mazuroski scored 48 

seconds later for a 2-0 lead. Riolino scored off  an as-
sist from Olsen, and Iannott i scored off  an assist from 
Mazuroski for a 4-0 lead with 5:36 left in the opening 
quarter. Iannott i and Alexander Tovar scored in the 
fi nal 4:05 of the opening quarter for a 6-1 West Haven 
lead.

Goals by McColgan, Hill, and Lucas Iverson gave 
West Haven a 9-1 lead, before Iannott i scored the fi -
nal two goals of the fi rst half. Iannott i scored twice 
in the third quarter, and McColgan and Olsen added 
goals for the 15-1 fi nal.

West Haven won its second straight contest and 
improved to 3-8 with a 14-7 win at Notre Dame Prep. 
Iannott i led the way with seven goals, Mazuroski 
scored twice, while McColgan, Hill, Olsen, Kaiden 
Powell, and Riolino each scored once in the victory.

The Westies fell to 3-9 with an 11-10 home loss 
against Jonathan Law. Iannott i led the way with six 
goals, while Olsen scored four times in the loss. 

West Haven fell to 3-10 with a 16-6 home loss 
against Lyman Hall. Iannott i fi nished with four 
goals, including the 100th of his career. Olsen and 
McColgan also scored for the Westies.

Trailing 7-0 in the second quarter, Olsen got the 
Westies on the board off  an assist from Ginsberg. Mc-
Colgan scored off  an assist from Riolino to get within 
11-2, before Iannott i scored to make the score 11-3.

Iannott i scored the last three goals of the third 
quarter, with assists going to Olsen and Hill, to get 
West Haven within range, 13-6. Iannott i’s fourth goal 
of the game was the 100th of his career.

The West Haven girls lacrosse team is searching for 
its fi rst victory. The Westies fell to 0-11 with an 11-7 
home loss against Jonathan Law. 

Madden Evangeliste led the off ense with four 
goals, Kynadi Richardson scored twice, and Elena 
Curtis scored once in the loss.

West Haven fell to 0-12 with a 17-5 loss at Bristol 
Central. Evangeliste scored three goals and Stella 
Porto scored twice in the loss. 

The Westies dropped to 0-13 with a 17-3 loss at 
Hamden. Curtis, Isabel Millard, and Richardson 
scored in the loss. 

West Haven fell to 0-14 in a 17-6 home loss to Mer-
cy. Richardson scored twice, while Curtis, Melissa 
Valtierra, Gabriella Florimon, and Millard all scored 
once. 

Richardson then scored all three goals for West 
Haven in a 13-3 loss at Norwalk. With the loss, West 
Haven dropped to 0-15.

The boys tennis team fell to 3-9 with a 5-2 loss 
against Lyman Hall. In singles action, West Haven’s 
Dhruva Garani defeated Jordan Macri 7-5, 6-3, Ly-
man Hall’s Dave Arsenault topped West Haven’s 
Daniel Davis 7-5, 6-3, Lyman Hall’s Zach Rininger 
defeated West Haven’s Mirwais Ibtikar 6-1, 6-0, and 
Lyman Hall’s Brayden Hamilton topped West Ha-
ven’s Adam Chouiki 6-1, 6-0.

In doubles action, West Haven’s Enderson Sa-
maniego and James Banegas-Molina defeated Giulio 
Marino and Jason Bonnarigo 7-6(8-6), 7-5. Lyman 
Hall won the second and third seeds as Christian 
Scialla and Jake Eves topped West Haven’s Edward 
Fagnani and Benjamin Proano 6-3, 4-6, [10-8], and 
Nate Loesche and Niko Costa defeated West Haven’s 
Issac Morales and Lucio Lara-Gayton 2-6, 6-2, 6-2.

West Haven improved to 4-9 with a 4-3 win over 
Sheehan. In singles play, top-seeded Garani lost 
7-5 6-2, second-seeded Adnan Dost fell 6-2 6-0, and 
third-seeded Ibtikar fell6-1,4-6,4-6.

Fourth-seeded Chouiki won 6-2 6-4. In doubles 
play, top-seeded Samaniego and Banegas-Molina 
won 6-2 6-2, second-seeded Fagnani and Proano won 
2-6, 7-5, 6-3, and third-seeded Morales and Lara-
Gayton won 6-4 6-4.

West Haven fell to 4-10 with a 6-1 loss at Wilbur 
Cross. In singles action, Garani fell 6-2, 6-0, Dost 
dropped a 6-2, 6-4 decision, Ibtikar lost 6-0, 6-0, and 
Chouiki fell 6-3, 6-2. 

In doubles play, Morales and Lara-Gayton lost 
6-0, 6-0, and Fagnani and Tyler Yates lost 6-3, 6-2. 
Mackory Niraty and Brandon Hernandez had West 
Haven’s lone victory at the third seed, winning 6-3, 
6-7, 11-9 (3rd set tiebreaker).

See Westoes. [age 16
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West Haven Youth Soccer was back in action the 
last two weekends, with some great sportsmanship 
and skills on display.  The Wizzard Painting Fight-
ing Irish had an outstanding performance against 
Pinky’s Embroidery & More, led by Enzo Gray with 
an impressive six goals, Levi DeMayo with three 
goals and Caleb Horvath adding four goals of his 
own. Liam Hill played a key role in the team’s suc-
cess with several excellent assists and strong team-
work throughout the game.  

The West Haven Federation of Teachers soccer 
team earned an exciting 6-5 victory over WH Pro-
fessional Firefi ghters in an intense and hard-fought 
match.  Goalkeeper Chase Conte delivered an out-
standing performance in net, making multiple im-
pressive saves and showcasing his talent throughout 
the game. His determination and quick reactions 
helped keep the team in control during key moments. 
Jude Awuah demonstrated excellent sportsmanship 
and strong teamwork, contributing two assists with 
accurate passing and smart fi eld awareness. 

On defense, Sneijder Caraguay played with deter-
mination and speed, clearing the ball multiple times 
and helping stop several off ensive att acks.  Connex 
Credit Union played a great game against Frankie’s 
of West Haven.  Evelyn De La Cruz Cabrera played 
with determination and skill, showcasing excellent 
footwork while blocking multiple scoring opportu-
nities on defense. 

Arpana Ashok Kumar was relentless throughout 
the match, showing confi dence and aggression as she 
consistently went after the ball without hesitation.  
Chloe M also had a standout performance, making 
several fantastic passes, including an assist on a goal.

The Keenan Funeral Home Orange Fires played 
well against Porto Funeral Home. Daniel Barnes 
and Asher Gorham ran the fi eld with determination, 
while Muhammad Olagbenro, Gage Hemming, and 
Amar Elseed all had sensational goals.  The Physi-
cians Physical Therapy Irish Green played Elsie En-
carnacion State Farm Insurance to a 1-1 tie on May 9.  
Josh Peters played goalie in the fi rst half and scored 
the only goal in the second. Xavier Rios had sev-
eral good shots on goal, and Karol Figueroa played 
strong defense.  Milano & Wanat Blue Panthers 
won 4-2 against Shoreline Wellness Center. William 
Marmelstein, Tyler Franklin. and Amine Alijate con-
tributed goals. 

Baybrook Remodelers continued their winning 
streak, beating Top Hat Dance Academy, 6-1.  Goals 
were scored by Ayah Lamkhantar, Avalyn Wilder, 
Angela Guerrero, Vivian Andrade, Hamidat Tidjani, 
and Charlee Murray.  Marwa El-Filali, Melody Feli-
ciano, Chelsea Bennett  and Angela Guerrero created 
an outstanding defensive lineup.

The Stars Ice Cream West Haven U10 girls travel 
team kicked off  the season this last weekend with an 
opening tournament performance.  The tournament 
‘s fi rst game was a nail-biter against Old Greenwich.  
Avalyn Wilder, Elaina Cuenca, and Anna How-

ery peppered the net with shots, keeping the game 
deadlocked at halftime before narrowly falling by a 
single goal.  

The momentum continued against a tough Fair-
fi eld squad. Zayne Heredia dominated the mid-
fi eld, keeping the ball deep in Fairfi eld’s territory, 
while goalkeepers Anna Howery and Charlee Mur-
ray stood tall, making spectacular saves to keep the 
score tight. 

The defense played well against Norwalk, where 
the combo of Angela Guerrero, Hamidat Tidjani, 
and Melody Feliciano formed an impenetrable “blue 
wall” that frustrated the opposition all game long. 
The highlight of the weekend was a stunning perfor-
mance against the undefeated Westport team. 

Goalie Michaela Howery was heads-up in the  net, 
blocking nearly every strike.  West Haven’s off ensive 
production was led by Avalyn Wilder, who nett ed 
seven goals over the weekend, while Amiya Thomp-
son added to the tally.

This past weekend, the Physicians Physical Thera-
py Irish Green played a close game against the West 
Haven Police Local 895 Fire Tigers.  Denzel Ortega 
and Joseph Nunoo each scored breakaway goals in 
the fi rst half. Brody Birmingham made some key 
saves in the second half in goal.  

For the Fire Tigers, the win was secured with goals 
scored by Uzair Safi , Cash Papa and Idris Green. Jon-
athan Dias and Russel Fredrickson had a good show-
ing at midfi eld. 

The First Congregational Church of West Haven 
delivered a strong performance in a great game 
against the Law Offi  ce of Paul V. Carty.  Keyla Mi-
randa scored an impressive goal and played an out-
standing game from start to fi nish.  

Kinsley Thompson also had a great performance, 
demonstrating excellent passing skills and contribut-

ing with an assist on a goal. Alyiah McCollum stood 
out on the fi eld with her strong communication, 
teamwork, and excellent passing, while also assist-
ing on a goal. 

The West Haven Federation of Teachers Union 
team played an intense and competitive match 
against Nick’s Luncheonett e. 

Chenrick Dedungpa scored an impressive goal 
while demonstrating quick decision making and de-
livering several strong passes throughout the game. 
Irshad Mandozai showcased outstanding teamwork 
by stepping into any position where he was needed. 
Defensively, he intercepted the ball multiple times 
and showed determination and confi dence in pro-
tecting the line. 

Cristiano Medley was a standout at forward, using 
his impressive footwork, speed, and quick thinking 
to create opportunities on the fi eld.

The Keenan Funeral Home Orange Fires put up 
a good fi ght against the Wizzard Painting Fight-
ing Irish. Daniel Barnes had a fantastic game, Xavi-
er Nanneti was full of tenacity, and Richie Toney 
brought out all of the silliness in the Fires.  For the 
Fighting Irish, Lex Anderson scored an exciting goal 
with a nice assist from Gabriele Ross. Giovanni Tor-
res had an outstanding game, scoring goals, making 
great passes, and helping his teammates with several 
assists.

The Milano & Wanat Blue panthers won, 5-1, 
against Elsie Encarnacion State Farm Insurance.  
The entire team did a great job talking on the fi eld 
and helping each other for Silent Sidelines. Blake 
Bova made incredible saves in goal. Angel Martinez 
showed great hustle.  

Lucas Egraca did amazing helping his team know 
where to be. Vinny Iannucci was unstoppable on de-
fense. 

Teachers upend Firefi ghters in soccer, 6-5

Continued from page 15
West Haven fell to 4-11 with a 7-0 home loss against Guilford. 

Garani fell 6-1, 6-1, Davis lost 6-1, 6-0, Dost dropped a 6-1, 6-3 
decision, and Ibtikar won the fi rst set 6-4, but dropped the fi nal 
two sets 7-5, 12-10. 

In doubles action, Proano and Chouiki lost 6-1, 6-0, Morales 
and Lara-Gayton lost 6-3, 6-3, and Banegas-Molina and Fagnani 
fell 6-3  5-7, 12-10 .

The girls tennis team, mwanwhile, fell to 3-10 with a 6-1 loss 
against Mercy. 

West Haven’s lone victory came in singles play as third-seed-
ed Isabella Arevalo defeated Ava Gagnon 7-5, 6-3.

Mercy was victorious in the other singles matches as top-seed-
ed Amelia Mullane defeated Lisa Hennessey 6-1, 6-0, second-
seeded Maybeline Hladky topped West Haven’s Jocelyn Otero 
6-0, 6-0, and fourth-seeded Aubrey Nosal defeated West Hav-
en’s Angelina Torres 6-3, 6-1. 

In doubles action, Mercy’s top seed of Charlott e Parker and 
Irene Milite defeated West Haven’s Martha Agustin and Mila 
Cruz 6-0, 6-0, second-seeded Julia Wlaz and Stella Parker topped 
West Haven’s Karen Solano-Hincapie and Caitlin Pinedo 6-1, 
6-0, and third-seeded Emma Ferency and Addison Formica won 
over West Haven’s Brooke Loehfelm and Sanga Adel 6-3, 6-2.

The West Haven U10 travel team played in an opening weekend trouanment, and were proud to boast 
about their town.

Westies: Teams wrap up

Photo by Todd Dandelske

Lise Hennessey lunges to return the ball for a point against Wilcox Tech. The Westies pre-
vailed, 6-1.
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The Ray Tellier Midget Foot-
ball League will celebrate its 
60th Anniversary on Sunday, 
June 7, from noon p.m. to 3 
p.m. at Randall’s Restaurant. 
The event is open to the public 
with no admission charge and 
a cash bar available.

Founded in 1966, the West 
Haven Midget Football 
League, later named the Ray 
Tellier Midget Football League 
has taught the fundamentals 
of youth football and cheer-
leading to generations of West 
Haven children. 

The league began with its 
fi rst player draft, under fi rst 
league president Bob Tingley, 

at Randall’s Restaurant in the 
summer of 1966 and memora-
ble practices and games were 
played behind Bailey Middle 
School from 1966-1987.

In the early years, the pro-
gram expanded to six inter-
city teams and became one 
of the city’s most recognized 
youth sports organizations. 

Most will remember team 
sponsors Armstrong, Christo-
pher John Michaels (CJM’s), 
Elks #1537, Fire Department, 
Hilton Construction, Kelly 
Construction-Apple Oil, Ran-
dalls, Realtors of West Ha-
ven and West End Market-
Peschell’s Bakery. In 1986, 

the league joined Pop Warner 
Litt le Scholars and became a 
member of the Southern Con-
necticut Pop Warner Confer-
ence, where it remains today. 

The organization’s teams 
are now known as the West 
Haven Seahawks and con-
tinue to provide football and 
cheerleading opportunities for 
city youth ages 5-13 and enjoy 
a reputation as a regional and 
national power.

“This is going to be a very 
informal but fun party and I 
am looking forward to see-
ing some of my teammates 
from the 1970s and seeing all 
the former players, coaches, 
board members, football offi  -
cials and volunteers who built 
the foundation and made this 
league so great for so long,” 
said Michael Last, the event 
organizer. “We really want 
to recognize and remember 
those individuals who orga-
nized the league that we still 
enjoy today.”

Last has been involved with 
the program for decades as a 
player, coach, administrator, 
and now historian. 

He coached on the Fire De-
partment staff  under legend-
ary coaches John Skarlos and 
Bill Leonard, coached the Se-
ahawk Midget Pop Warner 
team for 28 years, served as 
president of the Ray Tellier 
Midget Football League from 
2007-2021, and currently 
serves as president of the 
Southern Connecticut Pop 
Warner Conference.

Last is coordinating the cel-
ebration alongside Tony Rac-
cio and Jim O’Brien, both of 
whom have been involved 
with the program since the 
early 1970s.

The anniversary celebra-
tion will feature team photo-
graphs spanning from 1966 
to the present day, as well as 
stories and memories shared 
by former players and coaches 
about growing up and playing 
midget football behind Bailey 
Middle School and coached by 
legendary coaches and indi-
viduals. 

Organizers expect many for-
mer coaches, board members, 
offi  cials, and volunteers from 
the league’s early years to at-
tend.

Anyone with photographs 
or memorabilia they would 
like to contribute to the event 
display is encouraged to email 
Michael Last at whseahawk1@
gmail.com.

The Ray Tellier Midget Football League will mark its 60th 
anniversary on June 7.

Ray Tellier Midget Football
to celebrate 60th, June 7

The Voice off ice
will be closed 

Monday for

Memorial Day



CARE GIVER
 IN WEST HAVEN

Two minutes from bus stop, 
2 or 3 days per week. $17/
hour. Call 203-508-3672.

AVON CALLING
Looking for Avon? Call 
Phyllis Franco, (203) 932-
9367, and I will drop off a 
brochure. Over 30 years’ 
experience, Friendly 
service.

AMC LANDSCAPING, LLC
Power washing, fall clean-up as well as yard maintenance. 

Snow removal. Reasonable rates. Call Arturo, (203) 619-
4938.

JAY’S LAWN SERVICE
Summer clean-up, fertilizing, roto-tilling. Accepting 

customers for summer lawn service in WH area. Free 
Estimates. Trucks available for light trucking and hauling. 
Veterans’ discount. Call (203) 435-3319.
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Classified

RON DUGAY PAVING
Hot seal coating, Driveways,  Grading

Pothole repair   Hot crack filling 
Serving all West Haven

203-901-9486

Voice Classifieds 
(203) 934-6397.

Buy it, Sell it,
Find it!

We work for you!

The late Bobby Cox was the manager of the West Haven 
Yankees in the fi rst season the team played at Quigley.

Bobby Cox played a role 
in city’s baseball history

Bobby Cox passed away at the age of 
84-years-old on Saturday, May 9. The legenary 
player and manager has a connection to the city 
that goes back to its Eastern League days.

As a player, Bobby Cox played in two sea-
sons for the New York Yankees in 1968 and ‘69, 
being plagued by knee injuries before hanging 
his glove up for a managerial position in New 
York’s farm system. 

Cox would take the top step of the Quigley 
Stadium dugout in the inaugural season of 
West Haven Yankees baseball in 1972. West Ha-
ven, Connecticut, would just be a mere stop in 
route to a Cooperstown managerial career for 
Cox, that would see him win a World Series 
with the New York Yankees in 1977 as a third 
base coach and later winning the 1995 World 
Series as a manager with the Atlanta Braves. 

When Cox came into West Haven, the Yan-
kees’ organization had just relocated itsDou-
ble-AA affi  liate from New Hampshire to Con-
necticut. New York would bring an entirely 
new coaching staff  for the transition, which 
led to Cox’s promotion from a Single-A Fort 
Lauderdale. The 31-year-old Cox was one of 
the youngest managers in the minor leagues 
and fresh off  his rookie season as a manager 

down in Florida.  
Cox managed the Single-A Fort Lauderdale 

Yankees in 1971, fi nishing just a lone game 
above .500%. The near-even record was shown 
to be good enough for the Bronx brass, who 
would give the call to Bobby to manage in 
the Allingtown area of West Haven. 

Cox would manage the West Haven Yankees 
for just a single season in 1972, but he did it in 
the most impactful way a manager could: By 
winning a championship at season’s end. 

Despite being a new team for post-reloca-
tion, the West Haven Yankees dominated the 
1972 season in the Eastern League. The regu-
lar season featured an 84-win season, for an 
overall record of 84-56, which would rank 2nd-
best in West Haven Yankees history. No other 
team came close to West Haven in the stand-
ings at season end due to a Yankees 17.5 game 
divisional lead once the fi nal regular season 
out was recorded. 

1972 would mark the beginning of a cham-
pionship-winning mentally in the city. This 
would be just one of four total championship-
winning seasons for the West Haven ball club 
before their relocation out of Connecticut en-
tirely after the 1979 season. 

WEST SHORE FIRE DISTRICT

ANNUAL BUDGET VOTE
BAILEY MIDDLE SCHOOL

MAY 23RD 2026
8:00 AM- 8:00 PM

Photos by Todd Dandelske

Softball Seniors
West Haven’s softball team honored its outgoing seniors and their families in pregame ceremonies prior to a Southern Connecticut Conference Game v. Hill-

house.
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1. FOOD & DRINK: When fish eggs are served 
as food, what are they called?

2. LITERATURE: Which Dr. Seuss book about 
trying new foods has a character called Sam-I-
Am?

3. GEOGRAPHY: What is the most populated
country in Africa?

4. U.S. STATES: Which state’s nickname is
The Pine Tree State?

5. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What kind of animal
produces mohair?

6. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: How many
tines does a standard dinner fork have?

7. FOOD & DRINK: In what year was Kool-
Aid introduced?

8. TELEVISION: Which animated TV show
features a baby named Stewie?

9. MOVIES: What is the name of the charac-
ter played by John Travolta in “Saturday Night 
Fever”?

10. SCIENCE: What is a googol?
© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Trivia Test Answerst
1. Roe; 2. “Green Eggs and Ham”; 3. Nigeria; 4. Maine; 5. Angora goats; 6. Four; 7. 1927; 

8. “Family Guy”; 9. Tony Manero; 10. The digit “1” followed by 100 zeroes
Photo by Todd Dandelske

Lone senior honored
West Haven Girls’ Tennis celebrated its lone Senior, Lisa 

Hennessey on Senior Day. The ceremoy was held prior to the 
team’s match with Kaynor Tech.
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Teams honor outgoing seniors
Boys and girls lacrosse, baseball, track


