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Ready for the new year

City Students got back into the school routine on Monday following a nine-week summer vaca-
tion. A full day of classes and events quickly made summer vacation a memory with nine months
of school work on the calendar ahead. Administrators Rich Webber (Haley) and Carrigan photo,
left to right: Wendy Charbonneau, Principal; Maria Burton, Assistant Principal; Paul Giglietti, As-
sistant Principal welcomed their charges, while the (some?) students themselves looked happy

tobe back. See page 15 for more pictures.
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On this date

Abigail Blake, age 3, a student at the West Haven Child De-
velopment Center, Inc., is hoping to see more rainbows after
the rain this week. Just like the one she saw today on the way
to her first day of school!

Contact sl

info@westhavenvoice.com
FB:@whvoice
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West Haven Voice, LLC
840 Boston Post Road,
West Haven, CT 06516
203-934-NEWS (6397)
westhavenvoice.com

Next Issue Date
September 17

1995 - Internet giant eBay is
founded by Pierre Omidyar.
The company owns ebay.com,
an online marketplace and
auction website.

1971 — Qatar independence.
The Persian Gulf state gained
its independence after 55 years
of British rule.

1967 — Dagen H in Sweden.
On this day, Swedish drivers
switched from driving on the
left-hand side of the road to
the right.

1783 - Treaty of Paris is
signed between Great Brit-
ain and the United States of
America. The treaty officially
ended the American Revolu-
tionary War.

1752 - Day skipped in the
British Empire. The British
Empire skipped 11 days start-
ing September 3 when it ad-
opted the Gregorian calendar.

1783 --The Treaty of Paris
is signed in Paris. The pact
ended the American Revo-
lutionary War between
Great Britain and the Unit-
ed States of America

1650 -- Crowell’s forces
win.  Oliver Cromwell’s
English New Model Army
defeats a Scottish force in a
surprise attack at the Battle
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of Dunbar.

LaborDay

Labor Day originated in 1894 with the signing of a law des-
ignating it a federal holiday with the signature of Pres. Grover
Cleveland. It set aside the first Monday in September to honor
American workers and the labor movement, then in its nascent
stage of development. As this circa 1900 post card indicates, it
was a day of rest and family relaxation.

Crime drama to use city as film backdrop

By Dominic Konareski

Voice Writer

New England has more than its share
of mafia and crime lore, stories and
history. From New Haven’s Wooster
Street to Little Italy in New York, the
northeast is one of the richest areas of
Italian-based mobster stories and sto-
ries of true crime. The Mafia genre for
both TV and movies is something that
is one of the hardest genres to crack,
but also a genre that can make a career
for anyone involved. The Godfather trilo-
gies, James Gandolfini as Tony Soprano
and Francis Ford Coppola with Martin
Scorsese when it comes to directing.

The month of September will feature
an Italian Mafia movie being filmed in
West Haven. The film, No Loose Ends, a
1990s-inspired crime proof of concept
film. No Loose Ends is being directed
and produced by Bobby Garrafa, with
the film sporting several known mafia
movie and TV show actors.

Filming will take place on parts on
the West Haven shoreline, along with
areas in New Haven with the main
filming focus in Connecticut being
West Haven, with multiple filming
locations. The West Haven Police
Department will be featured in the film,
along with West Haven Mayor Dorinda
Borer participating as well.

The project will feature two actors
that were in The Sopranos, along
with an actor who appeared in The
Irishman and Law & Order. Featured
actors include Ralph Bracco, John Fiore,
Robert Funaro and Pauly Poplizio, with
Bobby Garrafa himself also taking up a
lead acting role.

Bracco acted in a role as a Tony Pro
Mobster in The Irishman, with Fiore
bringing over 4 decades of acting ex-
perience with his notable role coming
as “Gigi Cestone” in The Sopranos.
Robert Funaro was one of the starring
actors in The Sopranos, playing as “Eu-
gene”, with the role of “Johnny” in The
Irishman. Popolizio has acted in 14
productions since 2013, such as Mak-
ing Bones (2023), and She Cries Mur-
der (2026).

Bobby Garrafa is directing, produc-
ing and acting in No Loose Ends.

Garrafa, a Massachusetts native,
got into both the arts of directing and
producing after acting and working on
different sets, and was inspired into
acting from the likes of Jim Carrey and
Leonardo DiCaprio.

“] wanted to build something from
the ground up and help shape the full
vision—the story, tone, characters, and
atmosphere.”.

Garrafa emphasized that each
character has his own history and
individual weight on the story, with
the plan to get into every character
personally.

“I want the audience to get to know
who these people are and why the
consequences unfold.” The ultimate
goal of the movie is to create a fresh,
original story while “carrying the
classic 1990s crime drama feel without
pushing it,” said Garrafa.

The No Loose Ends project came
about from Garrafa’s love of the old-
school crime drama atmosphere into a
larger world with room to expand. Gar-

See film, page 14

JOHN BOBBY ROBERT PAULY
FIORE GARRAFA

FUNARD  POPOLIZIO

LOYALTY 15 EVERYTHING

The publicity poster of No Loose Ends highlights the cast. The production
will use the city as the backdrop for the story.
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Bulk trash hauled citywide, Sept. 14-18

By Michael P. Walsh

Special to the Voice

The final bulk trash pickup
week of 2026 is Sept. 14-18.

West Haven residents are
reminded to separate metals,
recyclables and regular trash
from bulk trash and put them
out no more than 24 hours be-
fore pickup. Violations carry
a $100 fine per daily offense,
Public Works Commissioner
Philip J. Sissick said.

Residents are also reminded
to “Put a Lid on It!” and use
lids on all trash cans. Rain-
soaked trash costs West Haven
10 times more at the dump, ac-
cording to Sissick, adding that
using trash can lids will save
the city money by reducing
the weight of trash and cost of
tipping fees.

Bulk items include couches,
chairs, tables, carpeting, pad-
ding and fencing, which may
not exceed 6 feet in length. No
building materials, tires, mat-
tresses/box springs, propane
tanks or hazardous waste are
accepted.

Options for disposing of
building materials include
renting a dumpster or bring-
ing the materials to a disposal
facility for a fee.

Tires and mattresses/box
springs are not considered
bulk trash and will not be col-
lected.

Tires can be brought to

Town Fair Tire, 63 Boston
Post Road, Orange, for a fee of
$3.75 per tire.

To dispose of mattresses/
box springs, residents must
buy mattress/box spring bags
from the Department of Pub-
lic Works and put them out
for curbside pickup on the
day that is scheduled by the
department when the bag is
purchased. Bags cost $30 for
the first one and $20 each after
that. They are payable by cash
and available in the public
works office on the third floor
of City Hall, 355 Main St.

Hazardous waste, includ-
ing propane tanks, can be
dropped off for free at Haz-
Waste Central, 90 Sargent
Drive, New Haven. HazWaste
is open Saturday mornings
through October.

The amount of bulk trash
per collection is limited to 6
cubic yards, which is equal
to a pile of trash about 6 feet
long, 6 feet wide and 4 V2 feet
high.

Homeowners are required
to rent a dumpster or hire a
junk removal service at their
expense if trash exceeds 6 cu-
bic yards. Otherwise, trash ex-
ceeding 6 cubic yards will be
left at the curb, and a $100 fine
per daily offense will be im-
posed, Sissick said.

To prevent a potential fine,
property owners should fa-

miliarize themselves with
the city’s trash guidelines
at https://www.cityofwest-
haven.com/260/Bulk-Trash-
Pickup-Other-Services.

Bulk trash must be gener-
ated by the customer at the
residential unit where it is
collected. Trash will not be
collected if it is generated
by anyone other than the
resident of the home.

Bulk items must be sepa-
rated and orderly. Do not
place them next to a mail-
box or utility pole or close
to a fence, Sissick said.

Also, do not place bulk
items in front of a vacant lot
or home — they will not be
collected, he said.

For electronic items, in-
cluding TVs, the final e-
waste drop-off day of the
year is Sept. 19.

Residents can drop off
electronic recyclables —
typically anything that
contains a circuit board or
needs a battery — from 8
am.-noon at the city ga-
rage, 1 Collis St.

West Haven is partnering
with Take 2 Inc. of Water-
bury, a state-approved re-
cycler and collector of uni-
versal e-waste devices, to
collect residential electronic
items on a quarterly basis.

The collection is free for
residents who have such
items as computers, moni-
tors, printers, keyboards,
modems, computer mice,
tablet computers, TVs,
VCRs, DVD players, photo-
copiers, fax machines, scan-
ners, video game machines,

digital media players, per-
sonal digital assistants, ste-
reo equipment, telephones,
cellphones, cameras, micro-
waves and other small ap-
pliances.
Batteries and anything
that has refrigerant, includ
See Trash, page 14

Combine and get in

on the surprise.

Here's the deal, our Home and Auto rates are already great. But when
you combine with State Farm, you can save even more. Call me to
discover your surprisingly great rates on Home and Auto today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there”

Encarnacion Ins Fin Svcs Inc
Elsie Encarnacion, Agent
487A Campbell Avenue
West Haven, CT 06516

Bus: 203-932-0591
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Dear Felicia

Around this time o’ year,
the “September Song” rolls
around in Cobina’s head for a
week or so. “It’s a long, long,
while from May to Decem-
ber. And the days grow short,
when you reach September.”
For the kiddies who trapsed
back to the classroom this
week, they might be thinkin’,
“It might be a long while from
May to December, but it's aw-
fully short from June to Sep-
tember.”

The kiddies went back to
skool Monday, the last day of
August, but it had to be like
the summer jest flew by for
them. I know it was for m’self.
It jest seems like the last three
months from June 1 to Sep-
tember 1 were on a roller
coaster that was on a down-
ward plunge, and didn’t stop.
The next nine months will be
like the next upward climb
that gits slower.

Tennyrate, here in the Asy-
lum by the Sea things are start-
ing to percolate, as the slow
season, politico-wise comes to
an end as well. There seems to
be an uptick in activity in the
Actors Colony, and now that
Labor Day is approaching,
things will get back into the
familiar pattern. As far as cam-
paigns and the fall elections,
things will be picking up as
well. The ads on the telly made
an early appearance, and will
only git more annoying as we

git closer to November.

And speaking of politicos,
what are Rosa DeLauro Green-
berg and Chris Murphy imbib-
ing? Whatever it is, they seem
to be constantly angry, verging
on manic. Cobina was sent a
video of She of the Purple Pate
and not only is she shrill and
annoying (more than usual),
she is getting more and more
incoherent. Now that her bud
Nancy Pelosi is exiting the hal-
lowed halls at the end of Pen-
nyslvania Avenue, Rosa will
be amongst the top five oldest
members of the opposition, a
true geriatric group effen there
was one.

Meanwhile, Murphy, who
has to be one of the most un-
happy people on the planet
— and one of the nawstiest,
just can’t git through a query
or interview without going
off the rails. The entire state
delegation is a lesson in one-
party politics and deranged
thinking, but these two lead
the pack. A dubious honor,
indeed!

A few weeks ago, Mike Mercu-
riano, who is now in retirement
but still staying active, called the
office to let us know that the Car-
ousel Committee was still active.
That was news to Cobina, who
had thought the entire isshew had
faded into the ether.

Maybe Cobina should recap for
those who might not remember, or

are new to our lit'le corner of the
universe. The idea to put a carou-
sel at the once-West Haven Con-
ference Center, adjacent to the
Savin Rock Museum was floated
about for years. The museum was
located in the basement of the
Conference Center until it was
closed. The exhibits are now at
the Veterans Museum, methinks,
at least temporarily housed.

Now that the Conference Cen-
ter is memory, and the reopening
of a Savin Rock Museum is on the
backburner, the idea of a place for
the carousel faded with both — at
least that’s what we thought!

Mercuriano sez that the carou-
sel idea is still bright and shiny
and that the committee has a plan
to get something underway. That
might include the building of pa-
vilion to house it. That was the
plan more than a decade ago. A
pavilion was gonna be built, and
a merry-go-round similar to the
one that once stood front and cen-
ter on Beach Street in the heyday
of the amusement park would be
placed therein.

The cost of the project was go-
ing to be about 3 million kopecks.
Then there was dickering about
the size of the carousel and wheth-
er it would fit in the proposed
building without encroaching
on the open space. All, of course,
would have to pass inspection of
not only the city, but the Land
Trust. Sooo, a later proposal was
for a smaller carousel, made by
the Philadelphia Toboggan Co.,

WE BUY GOLD

DIAMONDS

Turn Your Unused Gold into Cash

* No item too large or small

o 10k, 14k, 18k, Dental, Sterling

o On-site testing while you wait « Licensed buyer for over 30 years
* Any condition

 Immediate payment

JEWELERS

Family Owned and Operated

21 Wagner Place
West Haven, CT

203-933-3291

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm;
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm. Other hours hy appt

www.lesliejewelers.com

the same producer of the one at
the Rock.

But things got mashed up and
things seemed to die off. Now,
Mercuriano is insisting there is a
plan, and a move to git the fund-
ing for the project. He was going
to send the details our way so we
can take a gander at them. That
was about six weeks ago. Nary a
thing since.

Wed like to see what is planned,
and then let everyone know about
it. Cobina remembers the origi-
nal carousel and the barrel organ
that could be heard all over Beach
Street. That organ, effen yew re-
member, was brought back to
Savin Rock for the Festival about
10 years ago. It was nice to hear
the music.

Sooo00, the ball is still in Mer-
curiano’s court. Effen the com-
mittee has a proposal, we'd like to
know what it is. As the old ad sez,
"Inquiring minds want to know.”

Sammy Bluejay let it be
know, and we saw the Request
for Proposal, the city is look-
ing to have a public/private
partnership for the upgrading
and rebuilding of Quigley Sta-
dium. This comes weeks after
we wondered what in Hades
was going on at the vener-
able ballpark. To say it is in a
state of decline would be like
saying the Blizzard of '78 was
snow flurry.

The city is looking for said
partnership, and already it’s
got the rumor mill in high
gear. Here’s the scenario. The
University of New Haven has
been said to be interested in
the stadium for years. The
school is getting bigger, with
more students, and now has
entered Division I competition
in all its intercollegiate sports.

The venues for most of its
teams are up on the North
Campus which is nestled in an
Allingtown neighborhood. A
new gym and athletic center
was opened about a year ago,
that is said to be state-of-the
art. But the problem with the
current locale is the geogra-
phy.

As it is “nestled” in a neigh-
borhood, what parking there
is can be found at the new
gym, jest like when the old
gym was there. That is about
a quarter-mile or more from
Dodds Stadium, which is third
in line after the softball field
and baseball diamond. All the
other parking is along residen-
tial streets. Dodds Stadium
would be in need of additional
seats to git up to snuff for big-
ger competition, Iyam told.

Herein enters Quigley Sta-
dium. Rumors about the pos-
sible entrance of UNH into
Div. I have been around for
more than 20 years. And those
supposed interests included
the purchase and upgrading
of the stadium as well as the

surrounding area for better ac-
cess and parking. In the mean-
while, the university will be
allowing local use of the field,
etc. as part of community out-
reach.

With the latest RFP going
around, those 20-year-old
whispers are louder than ever.
A public/private plan seems
to be right in concert with
the ideas mentioned above,
and the use of city teams and
leagues when not in use by the
university would be a match
beneficial to both.

Sammy seems to think the
details will be coming out
sooner rather than later, and
the much talked about part-
nership mentioned when
George W. was in the White
House will be a reality in a
while.

We shall see. We are not
as ready to believe things as
Sammy is, but when the RFP
went out, the wagging tongues
wagged and wagged. We shall
see.

Last isshue, the city put out
the Charter revisions it wants
to see the voters pass in Novem-
ber. Amongst the spate of major
changes, like a four-year term
for city elected officials, there is
the effort to make language in
the charter “gender-neutral.” In
other words, clarity will give way
to, how do we say this delicately?
Stupidity. Effen there has been
anything more silly and, yes, stu-
pid over the last 30 years since
“politically correct” became a
thing, it is the emasculation of the
language in more ways than one.

It started with “hurricane” in
the 1970s, when harpies started
demanding that storms be named
after both men and women, or is
it wymyn? Then we went from
“spokesmen” to “spokesperson,”
etc. It is all very tiring and only
caters to the loonies that ponder
over setch things. Don’t say “ac-
tress” anymore, she is an “ACK-
tor” and the same with “author-
ess” and heiress, etc.

Now they wanna change titles
in the charter to conform with
this nonsense. Sooo, what is be-
ing said is the charter commish
spent time culling through the
documents to bend the knee to
the mob that has made the lan-
gquage unmanageable for years.
This is what has led to nonsense
like “Cis” and “Ze.” We don’t do
that here. We re-gender the nouns
so they are clear, and masculine
gender takes precedence when
things are unsure, jest like we
were taught in school.

Let the academic classes have
their “Critical Theories” of op-
pressed and oppressor. They are
the navel-gazers of society and
should not be taken seriously by
people who have real lives.
__Here endeth therant.

I'll close this time till next mitt

luff und kizzez,
Cobina
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Behind the stacks

By Taylor Cordova

Special to the Voice

Welcome back to Behind the
Stacks. A new month means
new Take & Make kits from
our Ora Mason library. Adults
can take home a DIY mini sa-
chet craft. Everything is pro-
vided in your kit, including
a 2” x 3” rustic burlap bag, a
soothing blend of dried laven-
der, and lemon-infused long
white grain rice (for fragrance
use only, not edible). Inspired
by the end of summer, this
small rustic sachet brings a
fresh, calming aroma to any
space. Our children’s Take
& Make this month is a DIY
Catapult-build your own cat-
apult and see how far you can
launch. All take & make crafts
are on a first come, first serve
basis, while supplies last.

Kids can also put their de-
tective skills to the test with
Detective Case File: Who
Borrowed the Mystery Book.
Search the Children’s Depart-
ment for five hidden clues
hidden throughout the room.
Complete the detective case
file by recording your answers
and identifying which library
staff member borrowed the
Mystery Book. Drop in at Ora
Mason any time this month to
participate.

Do you know of any teens
looking to earn some volun-
teer hours for school? Join us
at the Main Library for our
volunteer group. Each month
we will work on a new service
project, plan food/clothing
drives, and enjoy snacks. This
month we will be brainstorm-
ing service projects to work on
throughout the year, so bring
your ideas and creativity. Vol-
unteer hours are open to teens
in grades 7-12. Registration is
required.

Finally, don’t forget to join
us at the library on Septem-
ber 11th for an American Red
Cross Blood Drive. You can
schedule an appointment
through the events page on
our website or by contact-
ing the library at wmcirc@
westhavenlibrary.org or (203)
937-4233. Walk-ins are also
welcome, so feel free to stop
by between 10am and 3pm to
donate blood, enjoy refresh-
ments and take home a donor
reward.

As the ongoing task of orga-
nizing our archives continues,
our Reference Associate Shane
is bound to unearth some in-
teresting stories. This one is
particularly touching; take it
away, Shane.

One of the most popular
parts of our archive collection
is easily our history of West
Haven High yearbooks. While
there are some years missing,
most Blue Flame volumes be-
tween 1925 and 2024 are cov-
ered. Almost daily we have
patrons perusing, showing
off themselves, their parents,
or their partners. It's honestly
one of my favorite features
of the library, a visual confir-
mation of our history to this
town and its institutions. This
collection, however, holds a
significant place in my heart
as it began my journey as an
archivist.

I am not originally from
West Haven, loathe I am to ad-
mit it. I started working here
as a part-time assistant where
I'helped to lighten the loads of
the librarians and clear their
schedules a bit. It was during
my first year that I was asked
to assist in an archival proj-
ect. A foundation dedicated
to writing obituaries for ev-
ery American soldier killed in
WWII reached out to us here
at the library. They were re-
searching an Army Aviator
shot down over Sardinia that
was born and raised a Blue
Devil. They asked if we had
any information for his epi-
taph, and I was brought in for
the search.

After calculating based on
his birth year when he would
have turned 18 we figured out
he graduated from West Hav-
en High in 1939. Unfortunate-
ly, this was one of our miss-
ing volumes. By the time this
project reached me, hope was
lost, but something spurred
me forward. His name was
John Frederick Lynch, and
he’d died serving his country,
and maybe I'm idealistic but
I believe some history should
not be lost. I searched digital
archives, social media posts,
and anything I could find of
the man or that year. After
careful research into the fate
of old yearbooks I found, to
my disbelief, a community on

The office of West Haven Voice
with be closed on Monday,
Sept. 7 in observance
of the Labor Day Holiday.

The offices open on Tuesday,
Sept.8at9a.m.
For qyestions,
call (203) 934-6397.

eBay dedicated to selling and
trading historic yearbooks.

Of course, the idea that the
1939 edition of The Blue Flame
would be randomly awaiting
on eBay would be ridiculous.
It was also true. My heart
soared but there was one key
obstacle, I still needed the ex-
act page Second Lieutenant
Lynch was awaiting me on, but
it was impossible. This stroke
of incredible luck convinced
me of the sacred nature of my
quest; I would do everything
in my power to find Lieuten-
ant Lynch’s entry in this year-
book. Turns out, his photo was
front and center on one of the
sample pictures provided by

the seller, which was a big win
for me and a crazy coincidence
that I still think about.

Really, when you think
about it the odds are impos-
sible, but when I looked at
Lieutenant Lynch’s entry I felt
a level of camaraderie. He was
“Fred” to his friends, grew up
on Ocean Ave and loved to
read. Though he’s lain in a sol-
dier’s grave in Nettuno, Italy
for longer than I've been alive,
I too was an avid reader in
high school. I went to college
just as his yearbook says he
planned to and we even had
some overlap in the clubs we
were a part of. Though it may
seem like a silly gimmick, kids

looking to embarrass their
older siblings or older folks re-
living simpler times, our col-
lection of yearbooks connects
us to the stories of those who
have come before and inevita-
bly those who will come after.
If I had not fallen for the rush
of digging through history for
Fred Lynch, perhaps I would
not be writing these articles
and chasing down the origins
of old paintings.

We sent the information to
our friends at Stories Behind
the Stars so they could write
the obituary, as without the
sacrifice of Lieutenant Lynch
and so many others, none of
us might have come to be.
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Finding information about 1939 WHHS graduate John Lynch was a daunting task for library
correspondent Taylor Cordova.
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"Keenan Funeral Home was truly amazing and very attentive to
all of our needs. Thank you Keenan, for being there in our most

painful time.

"I truly cannot say enough how grateful my family and I are to
Keenan for their exceptional service. From the moment we met
to make arrangements to the actual service, they were great.
There was no financial pressures, our limits were respected,
and everything was said outright."

CALL NOW:

EMAIL US: WeCare(

238 Elm Street
West Haven, CT 06516

330 Noteh Hill Rd

North Branford, CT 06471

Every life is unique.

(203) 933-1217

eenanFuneralHome.com

Scan below to visit
our website!!
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E-vehicle ordinance timely

It is one of the marvels of modern life and capital-
ism that electronic vehicles have become a familiar
part of the culture in such a short time. Scooters
and bicycles, powered by batteries, can be seen daily
traveling along the thoroughfares of West Haven —
and everywhere else.

Residents, who otherwise would have no capabil-
ity of getting cheap transportation, are able to travel
and do their business at a cheap price. But with the
new technology and convenience, there is a growing
concern for some who are less responsible when it
comes to prudent safety.

The proliferation of these types of vehicles, an up-
ide for most users, has led to an inevitable down-
side. Those using e-scooters or e-bikes are respon-
sible individuals, looking out for their safety and the
safety of others.

In a perfect world this would always be the case
and would not require the passage of ordinances or
fines to control the vehicles’ usage. With every in-
novation comes the necessity for some controls. Men
are not angels, and there will always be those who
look toward their own selfish needs over those of
others.

There is no doubt with the convenience of the new
technology has come a concomitant rise in reckless
behavior by some. Speeding along sidewalks or num-
bers of e-bikes taking over streets is a rising problem.

Most scooter users are conscious of pedestrians
and move accordingly. Most bikers are in designated
lanes or on the street, mindful of motorists and pe-
destrians, as well as traffic signs and signals. Most
are, but some are not, and something had to be done.

The City Council’s recent passage of an ordinance
to put some strictures on e-vehicles is welcome, and
timely. The use of such technology will only grow
as the prices come down, and people see the con-
venience. The problem, as with most things of this
nature is not the use, but the abuse. People will find
ways to make something convenient and practical
into a problem that needs to be addressed.

The new ordinance restricts e-vehicles (that can-
not otherwise be pedaled or walked) along the city’s
bike/walk path from Sandy Point to the Charlotte
Bacon playground.

Signs have been installed alerting e-vehicle users
of the new restrictions. More importantly to the pub-
lic is the restrictions of speed to 10 miles per hour on
sidewalks. This will, we hope, slow down users and
make them more mindful of those around them.

The first violation carries with it a $100 fine, and
subsequent offenses have the same $100 price tag.

As with most such ordinances, the fine serves as
a deterrent to bad behavior, but it only works if the
law is enforced. We are curious as to how this new
enactment will be implemented by law enforcement.
Time will tell whether it is an enforceable law, or just
a “we had to do something” irrelevance.

The use of electronic technology is a good thing for
those in need of quick, easy transport. It is a testa-
ment to the capitalist system that innovators pro-
duced something the public wants and serves a need.
It is also true that with innovation comes abuse.

The new ordinance should, if implemented well,
address those abuses, and protect the pubilic.
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By Rich Lowry

Syndicated Columnist

Don’t fear Flock cameras

We have met the enemy --
and it is watching us. There’s
a growing backlash against
Flock cameras, the automated
license plate readers that have
become ubiquitous across the
country.

The cameras take images of
license plates, which are then
stored in a searchable data-
base that police departments
can query in the course of in-
vestigations. Opponents of the
cameras consider them an in-
strument of Big Brother, who's
not only watching, but con-
stantly recording and track-
ing. Vandals have disabled
and stolen the Flock cameras
and even shot them. There’s a
movement to get jurisdictions
to cancel their contracts with
Flock (the leading such com-
pany, but not the only one),
and it has met with some suc-
cess.

Los Angeles just let its con-
tract with Flock lapse, citing
“serious concerns around
civil liberties and civil rights
issues.” There’s a reason,
though, that police depart-
ments so rapidly adopted
the cameras -- they are an ex-
tremely useful investigative
tool.

It is certainly true that the
technology, like any power
we give the police, can be
misused. According to The
Washington Post, “Authori-
ties have charged or accused

at least 50 law-enforcement
officers of using license-plate
readers for unauthorized pur-
poses, including to stalk their
exes.” The Post calls the abuse
“rampant,” but 50 document-
ed cases isn’t a large number
given the widespread use
of these devices: There are
120,000 Flock cameras across
the United States scanning li-
cense plates 20 billion times a
month.

It is understandable that
people don’t like the idea that
they are, in effect, living in a
panopticon. But license plate
readers aren’t the only offend-
er. There are all sorts of other
surveillance cameras, many of
them privately owned and op-
erated, that the police access
during investigations. We let
our mobile phones and vari-
ous apps track us all day long.
And something like 60 million
households have Ring or other
security cameras that record
what’s happening on their
property and often in the im-
mediate surroundings.

The only reliable way to en-
sure that you aren’t being re-
corded is to stay inside -- and
draw the curtains. Officers
who abuse the license-plate
readers deserve to be fired
and, if appropriate, charged
with crimes, which is often
what happens. Strict rules
around what constitutes a le-
gitimate query of the system
and routine audits should
make it harder for rogue offi-
cers to use the cameras for ne-

as and privacy

farious purposes.

The police officials who are
advocating for Flock aren’t do-
ing it so the cops can track the
average person’s trip to the
grocery store or yoga studio.
The cameras routinely aid in
the identification and appre-
hension of the perpetrators of
serious crimes, the location of
missing persons and the re-
covery of stolen cars.

According to the Jackson-
ville, Florida, sheriff’s office,
since 2024, the cameras have
“helped solve 15 murders, 17
kidnappings, six forcible sex
offenses, nearly 100 shoot-
ings and 172 missing-persons
cases.”

A website set up by Charles
Lehman of the Manhattan In-
stitute is tracking news items
about Flock contributing to
successful police work. There
are such stories every day, all
over the country. Two recent
entries related the arrest of
an armed robbery suspect in
Grass Valley, California, and
the rescue of two kidnapped
teenage girls in Bulloch Coun-
ty, Georgia. After getting a tip,
the authorities used Flock to
find the suspect in the Brown
University shooting last year.

Perhaps these crimes would
get solved anyway, but if even
a fraction of them didn’t, Flock
would be making a mean-
ingful contribution to pub-
lic safety. It used to be that
America had, in effect, ungov-
erned spaces where malefac

See Lowry, page 7
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Don’t make better medicine harder to develop

By Patrick Kilbride

Public Affairs Analyst

There’s never a good time to
be diagnosed with cancer. But
for the millions of Americans
who'll receive that diagnosis
this year, their odds of beating
the disease have never been
better.

Consider how over 99% of
prostate cancer patients di-
agnosed between 2005 and
2014 were still alive a decade
later, largely thanks to new
and improved medicines. By
contrast, only 56% of men di-
agnosed a generation earlier,
from 1975-1984, lived more
than a decade.

Unfortunately, future prog-
ress is now in jeopardy -- be-
cause policymakers are con-
sidering weakening the patent
rights that make investment
in lifesaving medical research
possible.

Biotech research is stagger-
ingly expensive and time-con-
suming and it is overwhelm-
ingly financed by the private
sector. Bringing a medicine to
market typically takes more
than a decade and over $2.5

News Briefs

billion.

Biotech companies would
never be able to justify those
risks if their rivals could im-
mediately copy any successful
drugs. Patents give inventors a
time-limited exclusive right to
their innovation, after which
others can copy that work
without bearing the expense
of research and development.

Crucially, patents also in-
centivize companies to contin-
ue improving medicines even
after the initial FDA approval.

But some activist groups,
such as the Initiative for Medi-
cines, Access & Knowledge
(I-MAK), have convinced law-
makers that companies are
gaming the patent system.
They claim that companies
are patenting many different
aspects of their medicines to
construct “patent thickets”
that unfairly prevent generic
competition for longer than
Congress ever intended.

These groups are misrepre-
senting how the patent system
actually works.

Medicines aren’t the result
of a single eureka moment. A

single therapy may involve
separate discoveries in formu-
lation, delivery mechanisms,
manufacturing processes, dos-
ing, or new therapeutic uses.
So long as each discovery is
truly novel, useful, and non-
obvious, it can qualify for its
own patent.

And contrary to what activ-
ist groups claim, more patents
don’t translate into longer pe-
riods of market exclusivity. A
2024 U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office (USPTO) study
confirmed this, finding no cor-
relation between the number
of patents on a medicine and
the timing of generic competi-
tion.

Activists also claim that
companies unfairly extend
protection by filing additional
patents on “minor” modifi-
cations -- a practice known

as “evergreening.” This, too, o "] T
mischaracterizes how patents E-?” pi! PN
actually work. |E; L4 ¥ | @
Follow-on patents reflect E "“ -
meaningful ~ improvements o '

that require new research.
Those new follow-on patents
don’t extend the term of the

earlier, original ones. Each
patent expires 20 years from
its filing date, regardless of
any later patents granted.

After that exclusivity ends,
generic versions of the original
drug are free to enter the mar-
ket -- and they do, promptly.
Generics now account for 93%
of all U.S. prescriptions, the
highest share in the developed
world.

Simply put, activists mis-
understand -- or are deliber-
ately misrepresenting -- how
the patent system works. And
unfortunately, enough law-
makers have bought into these
myths that they’re considering

several bills to weaken patent]
protections.

If those bills become law,
and companies can’t pro-
tect their medical discoveries
from premature copycatting,
biotech firms will be far less|
likely to undertake the high-
risk research that produces
those breakthroughs. That
would mean fewer new and
improved medicines for the
millions of Americans battling
cancer and other severe dis-

eases.

Patrick Kilbride is a Principal
at Kilbride Public Affairs and a
Policy Fellow at the Center fon
American Principles.

Center offers Cape Cod trip

Tour the land of Cape Cod with the West Haven Senior Cen-
ter on Tuesday and Wednesday, Sept. 15- 16. Bus departs at 8:15
a.m. from the Vertical Church parking lot at 225 Meloy Road.

The cost of this trip is based on per person occupancy; $475
for 1 person, for 2 people, $400 each, for 3 people, $375 each, and
for 4 people, $360 each. Payment is due by Friday, Aug. 7. The
cost includes 1 night stay at the Holiday Inn Hyannis, 2-hour
Cape Cod Canal Cruise, a guided tour of Hyannis, 1-hour Hy-
annis Harbor Cruise, admission to the Cape Cod Maritime Mu-
seum, admission to the John F. Kennedy Hyannis Museum, 1
full breakfast and 1 dinner, meal taxes, meal gratuities, room
taxes, housekeeping gratuity, and local guide gratuity, and
roundtrip coach transportation.

For a more detailed itinerary of this trip, please visit or call the
West Haven Senior Center. Non-Residents & Non-WHSC Mem-
bers are welcome! To reserve your spot, please call the West Ha-
ven Senior Center at (203)-937-3507.

Callegari dinner slated, Sept. 12

Jo Ann Callegari, West Haven’s Registrar of Voters for 46
years and Connecticut’s longest-serving registrar, will be hon-
ored on Sept. 12 for her legacy of community service.

A dinner will be held at Lorenzo’s Ristorante, 39 EIm St. Sug-
gested donation is $75. .To purchase tickets, please text “Cal-
legari” to 888 444-8774 by Sept.7. Contact bposick@gmail.com
with any questions.

Board schedules appeals

The Board of Assessment Appeals will meet in open session
from 6-7:30 p.m. Sept. 14 in the assessor’s office at City Hall, 355
Main St., to dispute the motor vehicle manufacturer’s suggested
retail price, or MSRP, on the 2025 grand list.

Any owner of a city-registered vehicle claiming an aggrieved
MSRP can issue an appeal at the hearing.

Lowry: Camera controversy

Continued Trom page 6

tors could hide in plain sight. To use an extreme example, the
Symbionese Liberation Army operated for a couple of years out
of various safe houses in the San Francisco Bay area during the
1970s, something almost unimaginable in our technologically
advanced age of constant information sharing.

Rolling back Flock won't reverse this tectonic change that’s
been decades in the making, but it will deny law enforcement a
valuable asset.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Our pantry is open:

\ 203-931-9877
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WHEAT is now open Mondays too.

Monday - 5:00-7:00 pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday - 2:00-4:30 pm.

All CT residents are welcome, no appointment needed.

Photo IDs and proof of address are not required. Visitors
can come once a month to receive food and should bring
their own grocery bags.

WHEAT is looking for dedicated and compassionate
volunteers to work in our pantry!
If interested email: info@wheatpantry.org

WHEAT

674 Washington Ave., West Haven
info@wheatpantry.org /
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Overdose Awareness marked at Clty Hall

By Michael P. Walsh

Special to the Voice

The Health Department
held an Overdose Awareness
Day observance Monday on
the front steps of City Hall to
honor the lives lost to over-
dose, support grieving fami-
lies, and reinforce its shared
commitment to reduce stigma
and save lives.

To show solidarity and sup-
port of overdose awareness,
Health Director Sheila Car-
mon encouraged all city em-
ployees and residents to wear
purple on Monday.

“Your participation, wheth-
er by attending or simply
wearing purple helps raise
awareness,” Carmon said.
“Thank you for helping us
honor this day and strengthen
our community.”

The midday observance
kicked off with city Human
Resources Commissioner John
M. Carrano reading a procla-
mation from Mayor Dorinda
Borer recognizing the day and
highlighting community ef-
forts to end overdose and sup-
port families.

“The city of West Haven
stands united with health-
care professionals, counsel-
ors, emergency personnel and
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Photo by Michael P. Walsh
City Human Resources Commissioner John M. Carrano presents a mayoral proclamation to Health Director Sheila Carmon
on the front steps of City Hall declaring Overdose Awareness Day on Monday. With Carrano, who oversees the city’s Health
Department, and Carmon are, from left, Andressa Mikita, the department’s community health coordinator, and Rebecca Flynn,
the West Haven Prevention Council’s program manager.
peer support specialists who rano, who oversees the Health
work tirelessly to offer hope, Department.
treatment and recovery servic- After the proclamation read-
es to those in need,” said Car- ing, Andressa Mikita, the de-

tial training to administer nal-
oxone, the opioid-overdose
antidote. More than 30 nalox-
one kits were also handed out.

partment’s community health
coordinator, handed out pro-
motional items and provided
attendees with free, confiden-

Lions Club contlnues school supply efforts

The West Haven Chapter of Lions Club continued its com-
mitment to local students with its sixth annual School Supplies
Drive, collecting and donating a wide variety of classroom es-
sentials for children in need throughout the West Haven Public
School District.

This year’s drive resulted in the Club donating more school
supplies than in previous years, including backpacks, note-
books, writing utensils, crayons, glue and other classroom ne-
cessities.

The collected items were presented to West Haven Family and
Youth Services Director Diane Deitman and her assistant Coraly
Colon, who will work in collaboration with the Board of Educa-
tion to ensure that the supplies are distributed to the students
with the greatest need.

In a video message posted on social media and YouTube, Club
President Steven R. Mullins thanked the residents of West Ha-
ven for their continued support year after year.

“Thanks to you, the City of West Haven Family and Youth
Services Department can distribute these supplies to those in
the most need in the West Haven School System.” Mullins said.
“This year, the community was more generous than ever.” Said
Club Treasurer Linda Pilgrim, who is a manager at Webster
Bank’s Campbell Avenue branch; which served as a drop off lo-
cation.”

The annual school supply drive is part of the West Haven
Lions Club’s continuing mission of service to the West Haven
community.

“These materials may seem like simple items, but for a child
starting school without them, they can make a tremendous dif-
ference.” Said Club Vice President Richard Deso.

The Lions Club meets the third Thursday of every month at
12:30 p.m. at the Veterans Museum on Hood Terrace. For more
information, contact President Steven R. Mullins at: (203) 824-
4262.

Photograph by: Coraly Colon

Posing with collected school supplies from 1 to r, President
Steven R. Mullins, Treasurer Linda Pilgrim, Vice President
Richard Deso and West Haven Family and Yourh Services
Director Diane Deitman pose with some of the school sup-
plies collected during the sixth annual West Haven Lions Club
School Supply Drive. The supplies will be distributed to City
students in need.
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Peace Officers Memorial needs donations

Organizers looking to erect
a Peace Officers Memorial are
asking the public for finan-
cial help.

On Peace Officers Memorial
Day, May 15, Mayor Dorinda
A. Borer, Police Chief Joseph
Perno, and Deputy Police
Chief Joseph Romano, joined
members of the West Haven
Police Department Memorial
Monument Committee for a
groundbreaking ceremony,
marking the future site of
the monument, honoring the
men and women of the West
Haven Police Department.

“This monument will serve
as a lasting tribute to the
generations of officers that
have dedicate themselves
to protecting and serving
the citizens of West Haven,”
said Committee founder and
Chairman Steven R. Mul-
lins. “The committee hopes
that the monument will be
installed and unveiled later
in autumn. Long after we are
gone, this monument will
serve as a reminder of their
service, sacrifice and commit-
ment to our residents. We are
inviting the community to fi-
nancially assist us in making
this lasting tribute a reality,”
he said.

Several generous dona-
tions have been made by
members of the West Haven
Police Retirement Associa-
tion. The Committee is now
encouraging members of the
greater West Haven commu-
nity to join in supporting this
project.

Those wishing to contrib-
ute may do so by using the
accompanying QR code. The

Rental panel

hears complaints

The City of West Haven Fair
Rent Commission is currently
accepting applications from
residential tenants that wish
to file complaints regarding
rent increases and or unlivable
housing conditions.

Applications are available
in the Office of Town and
City Clerk John Lewis on the
first floor of West Haven City
Hall.” said Commission Chair-
man Steven R. Mullins.

The Commission hears ten-
ant complaint cases on the
first and third Tuesdays of
every month at 6:00 pm in the
City Council Chambers on the
third floor of West Haven City
Hall.

For more information,
please contact the Corporation
Counsel’s Office at (203) 937-
3600.

Voice Classifieds
(203) 934-6397

Just for you!

OR code lists retired Lieuten-
ant and Association Presi-
dent John Jarvie in connec-
tion with this fundraising
effort.

Other Committee members
include retired Lt. Paul Rauc-
ci, retired City Public Works
and Human Resources Com-
missioner Beth Sabo, and city
residents Raymond Gooley
and Andy Weinstein.

For more information, con-
tact Mullins at (203) 824-4262.

=
=
3

Photo by Lindsay Katz

Police Memorial Monument Committee founder and Chairman Steven R. Mullins and Police

Chief Joseph Perno unveil an artist’s rendition of the proposed monument on National Peace
Officers Memorial Day last May 15.

Opening September 2026

West Haven Community House Early Learning Center

Children and Youth Services is pleased to announce the opening of
West Haven Community House Early Learning Center, a new early childhood
education center dedicated to providing a safe, nurturing, and engaging
learning environment for children ages 2.9 to 5 years old. Our preschool is
designed to support each child's social, emotional, cognitive, and physical
development through play-based learning, experienced educators, and a
curriculum that encourages creativity, curiosity, and confidence.

227 Elm Street, West Haven, CT 06516 | (203) 934-5221 x1:

Children & Youth Services

Program Offerings

Full-day Childcare

Healthy Snacks

A Safe Learning Environment

QOutdoor Play & Enrichment Experiences
Age-Appropriate Learning Activities

L T T .

For more information visit us at
www.whcommunityhouse.org

West Haven Community House

www.whcommunityhouse.org
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Contour

Wedding Rings |
Custom Made Rings / / m‘
Without Custom Price

180 Total Possible Contour Rings
o We can add or subtract diamonds so wedding rings and engagement

21 Wagner Place
West Haven, CT

203-933-3291

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm;
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm. Other hours by appt

JEWELERS

Family Owned and Operated

www.lesliejewelers.com

Sponsored by the West Haven Health Department

GET SCHEDULED FOR A
Mammogram TODAY

Call or register online to secure
your 30-minute appointment
with the Yale mammography
and breast imaging van.

When: Friday, October 9", 9:00AM-3:00PM
Where: City Hall, 355 Main Street
West Haven, 06516, back lot parking area

f'-
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/ b
All insurances ac:e,:ted, \ "‘ Call: 203-937-3660 _f,e"l

including Medicaid! ;
ORVISIT .

Financial support

available upon request. Online:

= @7 forms.cloud.microsoft/g/NQrlvrOcU? |
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Beach St. project
kindled commerce,
Investor interest

By Dominic Konareski

Voice Writer

When talking about the city’s beaches, Mayor Dorinda Borer
is brief and to the point.

“It's a jewel, it’s our greatest asset,” she says matter-of-factly.

In office now for two-and-half years, Mayor Borer has re-
shaped the West Haven shoreline and the notion around it dur-
ing the span. In the in the middle of her second term, Mayor
Borer eyes the continued improvements around the sandy West
Haven beaches.

One of the most significant projects completed during Borer’s
first year as mayor was the elevation of Beach Street.

The project, which lasted roughly a year, raised the roadway
approximately 11-feet above sea level to provide better protec-
tion against flooding, along with the prevention of possible
damage to the coast. The elevation change led to an opportu-
nity of additional redevelopment along Beach Street, which was
an area prone historically to waist-high flooding and had sev-
eral deteriorating properties.

“The reason why I'm proud of that (raising Beach Street) is
because I was turned down when I was a state representative
by the mayor at the time, and the state delegation didn’t really
want to pursue it,” said Borer, who remained persistent in her
efforts to get the job done.

She reached out to the Municipal Accountability Review
Board (MARB) and held a conversation with Gov. Ned Lamont
in what was described as a “springboard” in helping the idea
catapult into reality and execution, with the city receiving funds
for the project.

With Beach Street rising 11-feet, the roofs of condos and the
now popular Riva were constructed and raised as a direct effect
of the Beach Street being raised announcement.

“It was a trickle-up effect,” said the mayor.

The dominos fell in line after that. The Debonair was demol-
ished and the old bait shop that was closed for well over a de-
cade finally sold.

Borer then met with The Grind, an Orange-based baseball
training operation, bringing a critical investment to youth sports
that would see the baseball company invest in, fix and main-
tain in several of the Morse Park fields.

“They made our fields beautiful,” said Borer in what was one
of the biggest non-high school related sporting facility upgrades
in the city’s history.

Along with the fields getting a makeover, residents would
see the pump stations on East Avenue and Dawson Avenue get
fully redone.

“They had become unsafe and were in a flood zone,” Borer
said.

The stations are getting rebuilt with a higher base and is re-
fitting the East Avenue facilitywith showers for beach goers, in
what is roughly a $22 million dollar project.

“It's going to look a lot better,” she said.

Borer noted that due to changing tides and a factor of climate
change the jetties are no longer working as intended. She has
addressed public concern regarding sand washed out into the
Sound due to severe weather with recent reconstructions along
Beach Street and at Prospect Beach.

“We know putting sand there is not a solution, it’s just a band-
aid, but we have to continue putting sand there,” she said.

She said the constant addition of sand is currently protecting
the roadway until a permanent fix can be implemented

Borer said the administration is waiting on a design for a per-
manent solution. Such a project is expected to range from $3-10
million. Meanwhile, the efforts have created a ripple effect.

Borer said investors of The Kelsey currently under construc-
tion at the former Savin Rock Conference Center, came after
seeing Riva open at the site for the former Chick’s Restaurant.
A long-term lease was created, allowing the city to keep the
property in their possession. The Kelsey investors invested over
$3 million into the building, with the city putting in $1 million
from state funding.

In addition to The Kelsey, Mayor Borer was able to ac-
quire state funding to rehab the beach boardwalk, lamp posts,
fencing and dance areas.

Asked if she saw the possibility of a renaissance of Beach
Street when she first ran for office, Borer was said it was a mat-
ter of getting rid of the flooding problem.

She believed once Beach Street was raised, more investors

See Beach Street, page 12



WEST HAVEN VOICE Thursday, September 3, 2026 - Page 11

City to solemnly mark 9711 25th

By Michael P. Walsh

Special to the Voice

The city will mark the 25th
anniversary of the Sept. 11 at-
tacks on 9/11 with a ceremony
at 6:30 p.m. in Bradley Point
Park.

The solemn service will be-
gin with a presentation of the
colors by the West Haven Po-
lice Honor Guard and a flag-
raising by the West Haven Fire
Department Honor Guard.

City officials, including
Mayor Dorinda Borer, Police
Chief Joseph S. Perno and Fire
Chief James P. O’'Brien, will
deliver remarks, and Council-
man David Beaton, D-9, will
serve as the master of ceremo-
nies.

West Haven Rotary Club
members will hand out pro-
grams.

The ceremony will include
the Pledge of Allegiance led by
St. Lawrence School students,
“The Star-Spangled Banner”
sung by Grace Kelly Nowak
and a remembrance prayer
given by Vertical Church Se-
nior Pastor Ken Vance.

It will also include per-
formances by Sweeter Than
Wine, including a musical
tribute in memory of longtime
9/11 musician Liz McNicholl, S gl S R ; i A Yo TS TR
who died July 11. TS S — ' = - EE—

McNicholl . Photo by Andrew Sacco
VICNICROL, @ SINgEr-song- The sun rises over Savin Rock in West Haven on Sept. 11, 2021, as hundreds of American flags blow in the wind near the
writer, had been known since

2003 for her Irish folk perfor- boardwalk on Long Island Sound. The flags represent the 343 New York City firefighters who died in the line of duty on Sept.

" - ——

- 11, 2001, as well as the 378 active and retired FDNY members who have died of 9/11-related illnesses, including cancer. The flags
mances at the city’s 9/11 com-

. have been re-laid at the site each year since.
memorations, most notably

her moving cover of Tom Pax-
ton’s 2002 song “The Bravest,”
a tribute to the New York City
firefighters who gave their
lives rescuing others on Sept.
11, 2001.

Other performances will in-
clude “Amazing Grace” by the
New Haven County Firefight-
ers Emerald Society Pipes &
Drums and taps by bugler Art
Gilbert.

West Haven’s annual 9/11
rites will honor the memory
of the nearly 3,000 people who
died in the attacks.

Richard S. Gabrielle, 50, of
West Haven, was killed during
the attack on the twin towers
in New York’s World Trade
Center complex. An insurance
broker at Aon Corp., he was
last seen on the south tower’s
78th floor. West Haven will fly
flags at half-staff .

Lavery closes
Sunday series

Chris Lavery closes out the
city’s Acoustic Sunday Morn-
ing Concert Series at Oak
Street Beach on Sept. 6.

Grab a coffee and a beach chair
and chill out to popular cover
songs performed by Lavery
from 9:30-11 a.m.

The free concert is presented
by Mayor Dorinda Borer and
the Department of Parks and
Recreation and is sponsored
by The Breakwall.

Friends of the West Haven Library

a\-a-Bag Book s
Rl $10 per bag ale

10:00am - 1:00pm
Get first pick of the selection!

$5 per bag
1:00pm - 2:00pm
Everything must go!

Saturday, September 5th, 2026

Main Library Parking Lot
RAIN OR SHINE!
(sale will be moved indoors in case of rain)

Bags will be
provided by v
the Friends of the -t

i S
Library! tﬁg

West Haven Library
300 Elm St
West Haven,CT
203-937-4233
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Beach Street: Rehab spurred interest

Continued from page 10

would be attracted to the shoreline, and she is very
happy with the selling of the bait shop (at the NE
corner of Beach and East Avenue) that is currently
under reconstruction into a coffee shop.

“I'm grateful,” said the mayor about the coffee
shop and that it has gotten nearly non-stop public
praise and excitement.

One of the successful and “catchy” additions to
the West Haven beaches is the “Miles of shore and
so much more” slogan all around the city’s shoreline

as well as on billboards along I-95.. Mayor Borer said
the slogan was an idea originating in the Economic
Development Commission.

West Haven is a city whose identity has long been
tied to the Long Island Sound. The city’s three-mile
tract of beaches comprises a quarter of Connecticut’s
public beaches.

“When you think of West Haven you think of the
shoreline,” said Borer who has both marketed and
helped rejuvenate the beaches excellently in the 30
months she’s been in office.

Improvement for surrounding residents and busi-
ness owners has been seen, she believes, while bring-
ing in new investors She hopes the combination
gives a bright future to the city’s shoreline that will
resonate into other parts of West Haven.

File Photo

Below -- Beach erosion is a yearly problem for

city officials. A recent project had work done at
both Beach Street and Sea Bluff.

aildesandcompanions.com

Need help at home—now? Our trusted local caregivers provide dependable,
non-medical home care so seniors can stay safe, comfortable, and independent
at home. From companionship and meal prep to light housekeeping and daily
assistance, we make life easier for families—fast. We can provide assistance for
a few hours a week or more. No long-term contracts. Flexible scheduling.
Immediate availability.

Call today for a free in-home consultation and get the help you need
without delay.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE

Homemaking * Showering and Dressing Assistance * Trips to the Doctor
Activities of Daily Living ¢ Live-in Service

65 Elm St, West Haven

(203) 777-1234

CT DCP Registration HCA 00807

info@aidesandcompanions.com
www.aidesandcompanions.com

Evergreen Cemetery & Crematory
We’re Here When You Need Us!

» Cremation (Choose to be cremated at Evergreen.)
e Columbarium in the Most Beautiful Cremation Garden
» Reserve your Niche in a secure location pre-need.
* Reserve a Niche for family and friends or purchase a Niche
at-need to safely secure your loved one in the Columbarium.
» Burial Lots (infant, single, two-grave, or four-grave)
* Monuments & Markers (black, gray, or pink granite)
» Flower program (single or multiple placement)
* All orders can be placed at the Evergreen office or on the
website.

WE’'RE HERE TO HELP YOU
SAVE $ ON YOUR ENERGY

Contact us for a custom quote on your
electric and/ or natural gas.

769 Ella T. Grasso Boulevard, New Haven CT 06519
203.624.5505 or evergreencem.org

. We'll also let you know if you qualify
W for a FREE energy audit.

MICHAEL HORTON

A
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Historian’s corner

Richard S. Gabrielle

9/11/01

Tuesday, 9/11/01: We all
remember where we were on
that terrible morning. For The
Boy, it began as an ordinary
day at work. At 9:00 he was in
a conference room in Orange,
negotiating a contract with
customers from Tennessee,
when a middle manager burst
in without knocking: “Turn on
the television! Someone just
flew a plane into the World
Trade Center!”

Surprise turned to horror,
as the little group watched the
endless replays: Fiery videos
of the plane crashing into the
tower again and again. And
then, a second plane flew into

the other Twin Tower. Ulti-
mately, almost 3000 civilians
were killed by the barbaric ter-
rorist attack staged by Islamic
extremists.

Meanwhile, for insurance
broker and West Haven resi-
dent Richard Gabrielle, his
ordinary workday just had be-
gun on the 103rd floor of the
South Tower of the WTC. At
about that time, American Air-
lines Flight 11, and United Air-
lines Flight 175 left Logan In-
ternational Airport in Boston;
both planes were bound for
Los Angeles, and each plane
had five hijackers on board.

At 8:46, the first plane
crashed into the North Tower,
entering the tower intact. It

RICHARD GABRIEI
September 11,

et iR =

In this age of corporate-owned funeral homes,
we are a family owned and operated
establishment, proudly serving our community
since 1965.

We provide a level of dignity, respect, personal
care and attention to detail that is second-to-
none. In your time of need, allow us to honor

your loved one — not because this is our
business, but because this is our way of life.

Celia Pinzi & James Stricker

Pre—-Arrangements & Pre—Financing Available
662 Savin Avenue, West Haven, CT 06516 - Phone: (203) 934-7921

Email: office@westhavenfuneral.com - www.westhavenfuneral.com

appears that in response, evac-
uation of the South Tower be-
gan almost immediately.

At 9:02, the second plane
crashed into the South Tow-
er, between floors 77 and 85.
Pieces of the plane exited the
building and landed up to six
blocks away. At that time,
Richard Gabrielle was part of
a group of 200 waiting for an
express elevator to take them
down from the 78th floor.
Upon impact, the tower rocked
back and forth, a deafening
explosion occurred, walls and
ceilings crumbled into a foot
of debris on the floor, the air
turned black and flames shot
out of the elevator shafts. Most
people died instantly, and oth-
ers suffered serious injuries.
Richard Gabrielle was thrown
against a wall, suffered two
broken legs, and was pinned
under a large marble slab that
had been on a wall. His family
was faced with the thought of
him lying there by himself, in
severe pain, knowing he had a
terrible fear of dying in a fire.
Six months later, the tapes sur-
faced, known as “Lost Voices
of Firefighters.” From it, the
family learned that firefighters
arrived, mentioned his name
by radio, and were working
to provide aid and comfort to
him and others when at 9:59
the South tower collapsed,
killing all those who could not
exit the building, and their res-
cuers as well.

Richard Gabrielle’s broth-
er George “Gabe” Gabrielle
had previously planned to

September 13; when he finally
was able to fly into New York,
Gabe took his place in a long
line of people giving DNA
samples, in hopes of identify-
ing the remains of his brother.
They were never found. There
was a sad silence all around
the area of southern Manhat-
tan, as relatives of the victims
searched the trauma centers
in hopes of finding a loved
one, even as others walked the
streets vainly holding up pho-
tos of a family member who
had vanished in the smoke
and rubble on that day.

In the aftermath of it all,
Gabe returned to his own job,
only to find his desk covered
with cards expressing sym-
pathy, and numerous stuffed
animals, meant to comfort
him in his grief. And then
there were telephone messag-
es--no words, just the sounds
of people crying on the other
end of the line--for the words
could not be spoken. And
later, there followed memori-
als and observances of the loss
of Richard Gabrielle and the
thousands of others who were
the victims of a senseless act of
violence.

Richard Gabrielle had lived
on Island Lane; today, not far
away on the boardwalk, there
stands a monument donated
by the Rotary Club of West
Haven in his memory. His
family is comforted by the
knowledge that he did not
die alone: He was being com-
forted by professionals and re-
ceiving care right up until the

Dan Shine is a columnist for
the West Haven Voice, and
local history buff.

says, “I believe the event far
overshadows the individu-
al or even collective losses,
which we as a country must
understand there are people
out there who would do this
over and over, or worse, if
they could...that they will
never stop trying and we must
not be naive enough to think
that this was a onetime occur-
rence.”

Below-- The memorial at
Savin Rock.
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Film: Crime drama to use city locales In story

Continued from page 2
rafa said casting was one of the most important parts
of the process,

“] wanted actors who felt like they truly belonged
in that world,” with him adding “I feel like we found
exactly that,” he said.

With filming scheduled to take place throughout
various points in September, the production will
bring a piece of that classic crime-film atmosphere to

locations familiar to West Haven residents and resi-
dents of nearby towns.

For local viewers, the movie showcases an oppor-
tunity to see recognizable parts of the city presented
in a completely different way whilst in cinematic
style.

Filming in West Haven also highlights Connecticut
as a backdrop to professional filming productions.

For Garrafa and his star-studded cast, No Loose

Ends represents much more than simply being
another crime film.

The proof of concept intended to establish the
characters, tone and overall world of the project
opens the door for a much larger story than regular
crime movies have had.

The experienced actors, local involvement and the
classic crime genre will undoubtedly bring a notable
movie to any box office.

Continued from page 3
ing air conditioners and dehumidifiers, are not accepted. Those items are considered hazardous waste. Batteries can be
dropped off for free at HazWaste Central, but air conditioners and dehumidifiers are not accepted.

For details, go to https://www.cityofwesthaven.com/263/E-Waste-Drop-Off.

For the e-waste drop-off, residents are asked to heed the following guidelines:

~~ Stay in your vehicle.

~~ Vehicles will be spaced out. Event workers will remove electronics from your vehicle. There should be no interac-
tion between residents and workers.

~~ No mattresses/box springs will be disposed of at this moment.

~~ No smoke detectors, ballasts or hazardous waste — lighter fluid, liquids, paint — will be accepted.

~~ Electronic items left curbside will be tagged with information on the e-waste schedule and must be removed, or
face a potential fine.

Trash: Bulk
pick-ups
Sept. 14-18

Rotary .:_ | West Haven

DO MORE THAN
YOU THOUGHT
POSSIBLE WITH

Learn more about the Rotary Club of West Haven today

Rotary is a global
network of clubs with
more than 1.2 million
members — friends,
neighbors, leaders,
and problem-solvers
just like you.

JOIN US TO:

e Connect with other
people of action

Form new
friendships and

We apply our diverse build your network

perspectives and
collective expertise to
support one another
and tackle the most
persistent issues that
our communities face.

Find creative ways
to meet community
needs

Gain new skills and
grow as a leader

PO BOX 27141
West Haven, CT 06516

Phone: 203-684-5612
Email: westhavenrotary@gmail.com
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Photos Courtesy of Milford Regional Chamber of Commerce
Cutting the ribbon for the West Haven Community House opening of its Early Learning Center from left: Children & Youth Services Director Cheryl Swett,
Mayor Dorinda Borer, Deputy Commissioner of CT Office of Early Childhood David Morgan, WHCH Executive Director Marie Watson, WHCH Board Presi-
dent Ronald Quagliani, State Representative William Heffernan, also a WHCH Board Member, State Representative MJ Shannon and Simon McDonald,
Sales Director for the Milford Regional Chamber of Commerce. Below, Watson, Swett, Borer and Quagliani offer remarks.

WHCH opens Early Learning Center

On August 26th, the West Haven Commu-
nity House celebrated the grand opening of its
new Early Learning Center. This center will
start the education process for children from
2-5 years old.

This period of education is crucial in brain
development for all people. As David Morgan,
Deputy Commissioner at the CT Office of Early
Childhood, explained, more brain develop-
ment happens in this stage of life than in the
rest of a human’s total experience. Marie Wil-
son, the Executive Director at the West Haven
Community House, expressed her gratitude
to all the people who had made this learning
center possible, including the Board of Direc-
tors, Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro, Mayor
Dorinda Borer, and her staff.

“This project took years to complete, and
the classroom is a beautiful space to help a
young mind grow and thrive. The focal point
is a reading tree where a child may sit and
read with the feeling of being under the tree of
knowledge,” Watson said. “The room is full of
engaging stations that will help a child learn in

a fun environment.”

Mayor Borer said she was very proud of
the new Learning Center, expressed her com-
mitment to the future of West Haven: “When
we look at this beautiful new education center,
we are looking at the future of West Haven.
This center represents our collective promise to
our youngest residents.”

The President of the Board of Directors,
Ron Quagliani, expressed his gratitude to the
city of West Haven, and Representatives Bill
Heffernan and M.]. Shannon welcomed the
learning center with a proclamation from the
state of Connecticut.

Cheryl Swett, Director of Children and
Youth Services, and Alan Olnick, Interim As-
sistant Executive Director, Development, wel-
comed all the guests in attendance. The Cham-
ber of Commerce was on hand to facilitate the
Ribbon-Cutting.

This new learning center creates a founda-
tion for learning for many of the youth in West
Haven and will stand as a commitment to edu-
cation for decades to come.
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Chargers top Marist on late FG

By Dominic Konareski

Voice Writer

New Haven opened a brand-
new college football season for
Week 0 play against the Marist
Red Foxes and did it in stirring
fashion.

The Chargers used some
great time management, a late
field goal, and some clutch de-
fense to top the visitors, 22-21.

The 2026 kickoff marked the
second season that the Univer-
sity of New Haven is a Divi-
sion I program, a move that
occurred suddenly to much
applause. Due to the late move
that came just before the 2025
season began, New Haven
was unable to play against any
conference opponents due
to the majority of schedules
being completed.

The Chargers joined the
Northeast Conference, a FBS
Division I conference that sees
fellow Connecticut team com-
peting, with Central Connecti-
cut State being not only a con-
ference rival, but also a state
rival.

Even though this Week
0 matchup against the Red
Foxes was a non-conference
game for the Chargers, the
goal remained the same: Begin
the season 1-0. New Haven
came into their home blue turf
of DellaCamera Stadium with
Mark Powell under the official
head coaching role.

Powell, a West Haven na-
tive, was at the Chargers helm
leading the charge all of 2025
in an interim role. Powell led
New Haven to a 5-5 season,
marking their first year as a
DI football program, overall it
was a record that could be con-
sidered as an “upset” as many
predictions had New Haven
only winning 1-2 games last
season.

For the Chargers it was A]
Dufty under center. The for-

mer FSU quarterback trans-
ferred to New Haven last
year, leading them to that 5-5
season. Now a grad student in
his final year, Duffy looks for
big numbers to boost his draft
stock. The Red Foxes called on
Sonny Mannino once again to
start. Mannino is now in his
third year starting with Marist,
after being a 0-star recruit out
of high school.

Fans sporting the Chargers’
blue and gold came to a jam-
packed DellaCamera Stadium
for the 6 p.m. kickoff for Fri-
day night football. According
to ESPN, the estimated atten-
dance was 7,030 both in and
around the stadium - which
has a reported seating capac-
ity of 5,000 in its grandstands.

The game started off with
the Chargers notching a 38-
yard field goal by Liam Quig-
ley to take a 3-0 lead in the
first quarter in what was a
time consuming 5-minute
drive. Marist would respond
with just under two minutes
to go in Q1 with a 5-yard
rushing touchdown by Man-
nino to take the lead, in what
was a 9-play drive that went
70-yards down the field.

The second quarter opened
up with AJ Duffy throwing
a pick 6 for 25 yards, put-
ting New Haven in a slight
danger zone of being down
14-3. It would take the Char-
gers roughly 10-minutes to
respond and eliminate some
of the deficit. A 7-play drive
that went 59-yards ended in
New Haven’'s first passing
touchdown of the season, with
AJ Duffy hitting Issac Glau-
din for 39-yards into the end
zone. Halftime would hit
with UNH down 14-10 head-
ing into the locker room,
knowing their defense would
get the ball to begin the third
quarter.

n—y ‘.'._-‘ b s,
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Kickoff for the second half
would see instant trouble for
New Haven with a blocked
punt being returned for a
touchdown not even a minute
into the third quarter. New
Haven would get into scor-
ing range for the foot of Liam
Quigley to do his work with
a 35-yard field goal to lessen
the score to 21-13 with 10:57
left in the third. With 1:32 re-
maining before the field direc-
tion flips, A] Duffy would flip
a pass to Nate Burleson Jr.,
and take it 46-yards into the
endzone to the sound of the
famous Chargers’ scoring can-
non going off.

This late score in the third
quarter would allow UNH
to attempt a two-point conver-
sion in hopes to tie the game
going into the fourth. Duffy’s
conversion pass would fail,
but nonetheless the Chargers
had life and a chance to win
with a field goal going into the
final 15-minutes of regulation.

The fourth quarter was the
same for the Chargers defense.
All of it has been very rock
solid besides the touchdown
allowed in the first. The D-line
would hold strong and that is
what kept UNH in constant
winning opportunities while
giving them the game-chang-
ing drive.

The clock read 6:04. New
Haven, Mark Powell and of-
fensive coordinator Brian Scott
did what every coach dreams
up in tight game time man-
agement. UNH drove the ball
down field and scored — most
importantly they took the
lead. Liam Quigley hit a chip-
shot 19-yard field go-ahead
field goal to give UNH a one
point lead with 4:07 remain-
ing.

The Chargers’ defense
would hold Marist to a three-
and-out that turned into a

0 by Dominic Konareski

A]J Duffy began his second season with the Chargers, hop-

ing to improve on last year’s 5-5 mark, the first for the team as

a Division I program.

failed fourth down conversion
on what was 4th and 8 after
the UNH defense had mul-
tiple loss of yard plays against
the Red Foxes. UNH would
get the ball after the turnover
on downs, allowing them to
run out the clock, sealing the
22-21 win.

AJ Duffy would end the
game  22-for-37  passing
with 311 yards and a 2-1 TD-
INT ratio, while also seeing
him rush for 35 yards. Zaon
Laney would rush for 45 off
of 17 attempts, averaging 2.6
per-attempt with the longest
of the night being a 16-yard-
er. Issac Glaudin would fall
just a yard short of 100, with
99 receiving yards via 7 recep-
tions with a TD.

Nate Burleson Jr would
place second for the team
with his only two recep-
tions of the game combining
for 78-yards. Tommy Troy was

Preseason Jamboree

the final New Haven player to
eclipse 50 or more yards with
67 off of two receptions.

New Haven’s defense was
excellent, allowing just 160
yards. UNH’s D saw Ricky
Encarnacion lead with 8 total
tackles. Irv Briggs and Israel
Bey both got to the quarter-
back, ending the night with 1
sack each.

Liam Quigley was a perfect
3-for-3 kicking, which allowed
New Haven to stay in the fight
offensively and ultimately led
them to this Week 0 victory.

Marist passing saw Son-
ny Mannino struggle with
just 70-yards in what was a
sub 50% completion night at
9-for-19.

New Haven will stay home
for another week, and are set
to face Stonehill on Saturday,
Sept. 5 at noon. This will be
New Haven’s first conference
bout of the season.

Photos by Todd Dandelske

Left -- Stella Porto battles for position for the Blue Devils vs Stratford in the Jonathan Law
Jamboree. Above -- Amiyah Jones scores one of her two goals in West Haven's 2-0 win over

Stratford.
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Photos by Todd Dandelske

Season tune-up

The West Haven volleyball team had a scrimmage to prepare for the coming regular season
against St. Joseph’s of Trumbull.

West Haven Eviction Warehouse Auction Notice

&  BLUE DEVILS
5 BLUE S

West Haven Eviction Warehouse Auction Notice-Below is a list of names and addresses of |
owners of clothing and household supplies removed by a CT State Marshal following a lawful
eviction in West Haven. Pursuant to CT General Statute section 47a — 42c, these goods will
be auctioned off on Friday, September 11, 2026, at 10am, at the storage warehouse for Public
Works located at 17 Wood Street Building 1 West Haven, CT 06516. Prior to the auction,
goods may be claimed and picked up by appointment only Please call 203-937-3585 to sched-
ule an appointment. The deadline is noon Thursday, September 10, 2026. Proper identification
is required to claim goods. A $10.00 cash deposit is required for all those who intend to place
bids on bins. The deposit may be returned to you after the auction. In cases where you have a
winning bid, this deposit may be applied towards payment. Bidding for lots will begin at $10.00
with the balance to be paid in cash immediately following the auction. The successful bidder
must have all items removed by 12 noon. Stored items to be auctioned are to be sold in lots
only.

Names/Addresses:

Jennifer Chiarantano, 283 Union Avenue West Haven, CT 06516

Ahmad Nazir Noori, Zuhra Noori, 155 Bull Hill Lane Unit 210, West Haven, CT 06516
Jymisha Freeman, 560 Main Street Apt 2E, West Haven, CT 06516

Unique D. Rodriguez, 5 Treat Street Apt 16D, West Haven, CT 06516

Robert Clark, 200-204 Oak Street Apt 43, West Haven, CT 06516

Classified

AVON CALLING
Looking for Avon? Call
Phyllis Franco, (203) 932-
9367, and | will drop off a
brochure. Over 30 years’
experience, Friendly
service.

DRAIN CLEANING, Sew-
ers, & Pipes, Faucets, Show-
ers, Running Toilet, Garbage
Disposals, Clogged Tubs &
Sinks, Hot Water Heaters -
any size. Oil & gas heating,
boilers baseboard Heating.

Call P. PLUMBING, (203)
584-6868

AMC LANDSCAPING, LLC
Power washing, fall clean-up as well as yard maintenance.
Snow removal. Reasonable rates. Call Arturo, (203) 619-
4938.
JAY’'S LAWN SERVICE
Summer clean-up, fertilizing, roto-tilling. Accepting
customers for summer lawn service in WH area. Free
Estimates. Trucks available for light trucking and hauling.
Veterans’ discount. Call (203) 435-3319.
FOR SALE
Toyota Avalon, 2002. Runs well. Best offer. Call (475) 434-
9702.
HOUSE CLEANING
In West Haven, only 2 days a week, $330/week. Call (475)
434-9702.

Voice Classifieds (203) 934-6397

Try our Famous Chef's Specials

' o Choice of 2 Pancakes or French Toast

)

w/two eggs, 2 strips of bacon, 2 sausages

Only $9.50
menu Includes 142 Campbe" Ave
Salads, Grinders, Wraps, Burgers,
Pasta, Greek Items (203) 934-4407

Dine in or Take Out Open 7 days * 7 a.m. until close
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WHTL tops Hartford on no-no

Two of the oldest amateur baseball leagues in the nation squared off recently, and the result
was a remarkable win. When it was all said and done, the West Haven Twilight League topped
the Greater Hartford Twilight League, 1-0.

The two leagues squared off on Aug. 24 for the post-season All-Star Game between the two
organizations.. Taking place at the historic Palmer Field in Middletown, the two leagues with a
combined 190-years of twilight baseball history in Connecticut faced off against each other.

Before the game, fans got to see a home run derby showcase between select players from both
leagues. West Haven’s Jose Hernandez would blast the most souvenirs into the stands.

For the All-Star game, each team carried a 26-man roster that was formed by ballots submit-
ted by each of the league’s franchise managers.

West Haven had Cooper Thompson start the game and would end up seeing him be near-
perfect. The WHTL All-Stars would blank Hartford in what was a 1-0 combined no-hitter shutout
win.

This game ends the 2026 season for both teams, as West Haven goes out the best way possible:
with a combined no-no.

~~ Dominic Konareski

Youth sports coverage

As part of its initiative to generate more information com-
ing from the public, the Voice is seeking writer/correspon-
dents for the various spring and summer youth programs
offered in various sports.

Currently, only the West Haven Youth Soccer League
sends regular, weekly information to the newspaper during
its spring and fall seasons. Other sports have slowly faded
over the years.

Those who desire to submit youth sports articles will
have until Monday prior to the publication at 4 p.m. as the
deadline. Stories are subject to editing and cutting as do all
submissions.

The stories will not only appear in the print edition of the
paper, but its online edition and in its social media plat-
forms. Writers will be given a byline. Call (203) 9346397.

Amber Waves

WO, WHAT A GREAT DAY!

by Dave T. Phipps

AT THIS POMT | DON'T THINK

Crossword

DD YouU WATCH
THE MEWS TODAY?

THEM | WAS ABLE To GET A
MIGE SHADY SPoT IN THE Mub
FOR AN AFTERNOOH NAR

FIRST, THE FARMER SERVED UP
\‘_E}{TR‘J! CORNCOBS AND GHM_L/

ANYTHING CouLD WRECK

L A PERFECT DAY LIKE THIS. 4

ACROSS

g

T

1 Actor Sharif

4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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24 TV spots
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34 Bo of "10" 58 Tic-tac-toe Britannia!" 34 June honor-
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numbers from one to nine. : 6. GEOGRAPHY: What is the largest bay in the
¢ world?
3 7. MUSIC: What 1996 song by Los del Rio
. : became an international dance phenomenon?
¢ Moderate - ¢ 4 Challenging i 8. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who is the only presi-

dent to be elected unanimously by the Electoral
College?
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9. SCIENCE: How many times does the aver-
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age human blink per minute?

10. TELEVISION: What is SpongeBob’s
pet named in the animated series “SpongeBob
SquarePants”?
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Westies scrimmage Amity, Bunnell

- Photos by Todd Dandelske
Getting the rhythm back

The West Haven Football team scrimmaged against Amity and then Bunnell of Stratford in preparation for next week’s opener against Cheshire. Teams from
all over Connecticut ended the mandatory conditioning week and got to snaps and tackles in some preseason scrimmage work. The Westies visited Woodbridge
to meet Amity, and then hosted Bunnell at Ken Strong Stadium.




